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War Economy or Depression Economy:
- The Dilemma Is Still Posed for C apitalism

By GORDON HASKELL :

As the American economy swings into 1955 it is cheered on by a M,F’
chorus of newspaper and magazine writers, public officials, and others™ \ b
who help to manufacture “public opinion” in this country. The year
ahead is hailed as one in which business will be good, in which the reces-
sion of last year will be definitely overcome, in which more profits, bet- -
ter wages, more sales and more general all-around activity will take

Prosperity Depends on Cold-War Spending,
Say These Defenders of ‘Free Enterprise’

® The agency financed 17 per-cent of this
country's agricultural exports, or $500
million out of $2930 million,

While beginning-of-the-year reviews
and forecasts purred out expressions of

N

. Times, Jan. 3)

love and affection for “the strength of
our economy,” the Foreign ©perations
Administration has permitted a peek into
the underpinnings of that economy.

Statistics being circulated by the FOA
(according to Dana Schmidt in the N. Y.
“show the extent to which
the United States economy has benefited
from, or become dependent on, the for-
eign-aid program.” (Our emphasis.)

-The foreign-aid program, of course, is
on.ly one facet, and not the main one; of
‘the" P’emaneﬁf "War “Eeonomy whese
“health” is being toasted so happily now-\
adays: :

Here are some key figures cited by the
FOA with regard to hte 1954 fiscal year:

® A whole quarter-of U. S. exports was
financed by foreign-aid outlays — $3860
million out of $15,350 million worth of ex-
ports. -

® The latter figure included the financing
of 36 per cent of wheat and flour exports,
28 per cent of cotton exports, and 29 per
cent of machine tool exports.

. What the FOA is demonstrating, in the
course of its statistics, is the dependence
of U. S. prosperity on the Permanent War
Economy. |

The Schimidt-dispatch also comments:

“In addition, the statistics are meant
to demonstrate the advantage to the
United States of building up the indus-
trial potential of other free countries.
They show that three-fourths of the
money spent for foreign aid goes directly
into orders for United States goods and
agricultural products, or ocean freight
paid to United States flag vessels.”

Economic Shadows over Detroit:
Fears and Doubts Assail Auto Indllstry

By JACK WILSON

DETROIT, Jan. 1—Any industry that spends over $125,000,000 each
year for advertl_s’mg purposes on radio anqvxTV and in newspapers and
magazines expects something more than just ordmary treatment, and
the auto industry is getting-what it expects. It is not likely that any
publisher forgot how General Motors canceled a $250,000 advertising
contract with the powerful Wall Street Journal when this paper had the

temerity to print a story on the
1955 models that GM didn’t ap-
prove.

This observation on the power of
money on the press provides a
proper background for analyzing
the amazing flow of amazing stories on
the aute industry that is flooding the
country. Taking a few examples will suf-
fice to illustrate what we mean.

On the matter of the cars themselves:
The safety engineers protest the lack of
proper safety features. Who poys atten-
fion to them, or gives their point of view
space, say next to a juicy cuto-industry
ad?

A national convention of industrial
stylists deplores the bad taste and poor
features of car styling. It gets a brief
mention in the press, and then is buried.
The mad rush for excessive motor power,
with the consequent increased jeopardy
to human life, continues unabated with-
out a single article of criticism anywhere.

The poor guality, the high finance
charges, the exorbitant repair bills and
charges? Discreet silence everywhere ex-
cept among the vietims,

On car production: Yes, 1954 exceeded
all expectations -in car production. Of
course, 1,300,000 new cars of the 1955

\:{wdel were poured out in the last ten

eeks of the year to achieve that result,

but who mentions that? Or that stocks in
dealers’ hands zoomed to a 500,000 mark
in two months?

And a continuation of the production
race will put double that figure in the
dealers’ hands by the time spring is here.
Perhaps the bonks will put the pressure
on the industry by refusing to finance deal-
ers any deeper? Otherwise it's a mad
race, and its consequences aren't hard to
foresee. Will the small manufacturers sur-
vive the forthcoming throat-cutting? Even
Forfune magazine asks the question.

SYMBOL IN MICHIGAN

What about the employment picture?
The official government figure is that
19556 .unemployment will average only
180,000 a month in Michigan compared
to 213,000 in 1954. But even that figure
is deceptive, for unemployment is down
to about 120,000 now at the peak of auto
production,

How about next summer when the
market is glutted? Once again Detroit
expects huge unemployment lines, even
if the industry achieves its estimated
goals of car and truck produetion. For
the rate of production is so high that a
sharp let-down is inevitable, just as the
1954 recession pattern devastated the De-
troit area, The Michigan auto area may
serve as a symbol of what the industry

place than in any previous year except 1953.
And yet, in the midst of all the optimism and hopefulness, one can-
not help detect a distinct note of caution. At times, this note takes on

the overtones of fear.

For instance, Sylvia Porter, the New York Post’s wide-eyed Polly-
anna economist, writes in her column for December 30:

“Just to mention that we have
conquered the [business] cycle is

enough to terrify most older busi-

néssmen I know. The young adult
of 1955 did not ‘live’ the depression
of the '30s but men over 40 will
never forget it. ‘This sort of talk
sounds like the tinsel we thought
was real in 1929,” one top banker
told me and he shuddered.

“Just the suggestion we have

as a whole is likely to go through in 1955.

®
UAW PLAN

One would- expect these and other im-
portant economic factors to be discussed
concretely, if not at the general sessions
of the American Economic Association
held here last week, at least in the big
panels dedicated to the problem of a
cuaranteed annual wage, such as the In-
dustrial Relations Research Association
held in conjunction-with the gathering.

Significantly, the auto industry didn’t
bother to be represented by any impor-
tant spokesman for the Big Three, al-
though a few minor flunkeys were
around.

Between the lack of concrete economic
analysis, the academic occupational dis-
ease of safe abstraction and judicious
moderation used as a valuoble technique
for avoiding a definite point of view, and
the failure of the UAW-CIO to present a
concrete plan itself, the discussion took on
a sort of Don Quixote form. Everybody
tilted with economic windmills.

The personification of this approach
was Professor Seymour Harris of Har-
vard, whose paper on the guaranteed an-
nual wage was the paper on the subject.
He wandered all over the lot, followed
by Nat Weinberg of the UAW who did
little to bring the subject back to the
ground. Just to pose and answer the main
points of Harris’ paper will serve to show
what a question-mark the guaranteed an-
nual wage program of the UAW is at
this time.

(The UAW just put out a pamphlet
with 65 answers on the plan, but not a
single one of them says what the plan is,

{Turn to last page)

discovered the secret of rﬂaintaiﬁ-lw

ing economic stability and growth
makes respons:ble authorltles 111
Washington wince.”

Actually, probable developments _

in 1955 do not indicate any strong
reasons for bankers to shudder and
wince, unless they are more con-
cerned with the general welfare
than with their- own particular
prospects. Government economists,
whose job it is to urge policies
which will keep their party in pow-
er, have a good deal more to worry
about.

The reason for this is simple,
Fconomlc activity has been plcklng
up for three months, and there is
no reason for it to stop gaining at
least till the summer. The high in-
ventories built up during 1953 have
been pretty well liquidated, and the
cut-back in industry which permit-
ted this liquidation is giving way
to another spurt- of high produc-
tion.

LIMITED OPTIMISM,

The government’s credit and
monetary policies are designed to
make financing of this spurt easy,
and to encourage business activity
in general. Military and other gov-
ernment spending is also on the in-
crease, and Democratic control of
Congress gives every reason to believe
that such expenditures will be boosted
further rather than cut back. The stock
market is booming, consumer credit is ex-
panding again at a rapid pace, all types
of construction are holding up at very
high levels with .the prospect of further
increases in road building and other pub-
lic construection,

Yet, despite all these "encouraging”
signs, it is difficult to find a responsible
economist who will predict o steady rise
in the economy beyond next fall. And it is
almost impossible fo find one who claims
that even if the most optimistic predie-
tions are fulfilled, there will be a major
decrease in unemployment.

Actually, indieations are that unem-
ployment will remain around the three-
and-a-half-million mark, or climb above
it during the year. The increase in gross
production, aceording to the best estl-

[Turn to last page)
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The Witchhunt Arrives at Anti-Semitism

Iy H. W. BENSON .

Wolf Ladejinsky is a man highly recommended in respectab}e ‘¢eir-
cles; but his references were not good enough to save him from he;ng

tratlon to “ﬁght Communism”

a-former minister of agriculture in

‘the Japanese cabinet spoke up for
-him; the New York Times refers
+ to him as “one of the most respect-
‘ed specialists on Asian land prob-

lems” and “the chief architect of the

 post-war land-reform program in Japan

under General of the Army Douglas Mac-
Arthur” and a man who “‘is given major
credit for a program that broke the pow-
er of landed estates and made land own-
#rs: of about 90 per cent of J&pEHEbe
farmers, formerly mostly tenants.”
Ladejinsky headed the Far Eastern
Division of the Office of Foreign-Agricul-
«*turdl Relations and was agricultural at-
" ‘taché at 'the U. S. Embassy in Tokye un-
der the aegis of the State Department.
But in-an organizational reshuffing, his
° job" was transferred to .the Department

'_; of ‘Apriculture; which is now concentrat-

X

“ing on digging out seeds of subversion;
Em__l‘1 he was rejected, denied the xight to
come into the department with his job.
THIS IS EVIDENCE

Even in these days, the incident caused

""f; niinor sensafion: there was a storm of

-protest: Secrveta.ry of AAgriculturé Benson

. had to-hash up .an explanat:on In a long-'
‘statement, steeped in-douibletalk, he menZ
-tioned .the delicate matter of - “Eecurlty"

only once in passing. He hinted that
“there was some security information

. that had fo .be considered with reference

.to. the highly sensitive position of agri-
cultural attaﬂhe

If the poor victim in this case had been
an ordmm‘y citizen—say, seed—mta-

" logue filing clerk—the weight-of evidence

. rconvicting. him woild  have. been clear

3 . and all would be in order,

Or if Benson were not an ordinary-
citizen cabinet member—if, for example,
he were J. Edgar Hoover—he might as-
suiite a somiber and mysterious air, uiter
the magic incantation “secret-security -
fm*matwn ” and no one would daredift
his ejjes in question to the top of the
‘glitiering pedestal.

Oy if he were a general disposing of a
simple soldier, he might utter, in sum-
mary clipped tones, the word "c!ass:ﬂed "
and who would insist on peer ing into the
yuarded chambérs of national security?
The ‘“evidence” ;mght remain forever
concealed from prying public eyes.

But l.udeianslty is not a filing clerk and
Benson is not the Chief. Protests were not
silenced and at last the nation could see
what scraps pass as evidence in “'security"
cases.

DOUBLETALK PROOF

Devastating was the charge that as re-
cently as 23 years ago, our victim was
employed by Amtorg, Russian trading
¢ompany in the United States; and, said
the Department of Agriculture, on the
basis “of testimony of former Commu-

nists” (unnamed), he “required eclear-.

ance from the Communist Party.” Lade-
jinsky replied that he had received no
hearing, fair or unfair, on this or any
other charge.

His job with Amtorg was a purely
technical post as interpreter, he said, and
had nothing to do with the €P; in any
case, there was no secret made of this
fact when he had been cleared by the
State Department.

Benson’s aides proceeded, then, to un-
Jeash their really heavy stuff.

. Ladejinsky was obviously a typical
Communist consplrator, proved John
Glen Cassity, in an irrefutable if mnovel
argument. The accused had written a
series of anti- Communist articles in 1944
d 1945. (It could be added that in the
A t]nrt:es he had written a series of
:irhcies in ‘the Saéurday Review of

&umped by the U. S. Department of Agriculture .as a security risk.,

s~ Even now, Secretary of -State Dulles holds out a haven in the. State'

Department; and he is offered a job by the Foreign Operations- Aﬂ!mms-_

in South Vietnam. Only seven months

-ago, the McCarthyite super-snoop

- of ‘the State Department, Scott. Me-
~Leod, cleared him; a clearance of

~that kind is not to be sneered at.

: John. M. Allison, Eisenhower’s.

. ‘ambassador to Japan, protested
~against the removal of Ladejinsky ;

'saﬁsfecﬁon.-ﬂlﬂ he is @ _commun{sf. It
seems that he has relatives living in-Russia;

said Cassity; he knows that  they would

suffer:for such-articles unless . . . unless he
‘had ‘o secret agreement with Moscow fo

hide his identity es its agent by writing

‘anfi-Russian articles,

The beauty of this proof is that. it is
fovlpraof. . . . The more anti-Communist
Lade,]msk_v igeems to be, the more obviou-
iy is he serving as a Russian agent.

- Three courses were open to him: (1)
He counid “write pro-Russian articles; (2)
he could be silent; (3) he could. write
anti-Russian articles. If he wrote for the
Russians, he would be convicted: by his
own ‘words. If he were silent, a man.of
his-talents would be clearly evading the
task of fighting Communism and be con-

_ victed for that.

Obviously, this sneak attempt to out-
wit everyone by writing asainst the Rus-
sians failed only because of the vigilance

. of America’s agricultural sleuths.

"CLASSIC" STORY

. But while this chain of evidence was
clearly damning to the legally trained
minds of surplus butter and potatoes
storers, the average citizen was 1nyst1ﬁed

" and confused. So the department ' was

compelled to emitits all, to empty its dos-
siers, and make public the ultimate

B’v ‘BERNARD DIX

LUNDO‘\I Dec 28—For' the second time
in_just over twelve months “Britain is

faced with the-possibility of a nation-

wide strike of railway workers. Six days
ago the executive committee of the Na-
tional Union of‘Railwaymen decided that
it would call a strike of nearly all its
400,000 members at midnight on January
9 in pursuance of a long outstanding
wages dispute with, the British Trans-
port Commission—the body responsible
for the operation of the nationalized rail-
ways.

[For first article on railway strike
threat, see last week’s London Letter—
Ed.]

The dispute has its origin in a claim
for a wage increase of 15 per cent made
by the: NUR in July 1953 —some 17
months ago. After months of hard bar-
gaining—including the threat of a total
strike during the Christmas period of
1953—the Transport Commission eventu-
ally agreed to pay wage increases vary-
ing between 8 and 11 per cent. This offer,
made last October, was initially accepted
by the NUR leadership which conducted
the negotiations on behalf of the rail-
waymen.

PREPARE TO FIGHT

The rank and file of the NUR, however,
had other thoughts on the matter and de-
manded that the union leadership pursue
with the ufmost vigor the claim for the
full 15 per cent increase originally de-
manded. Faced with this rebellion by its
rank and file the leadership of the NUR
once again approached the Transport
Commission and requested that the 15 per
cent increase be met in full,

To this the Transport Commission re-
plied that, as the NUR executive com-
mittee had accepted the proposals ad-
vanced by the commission in OQctober, the
present claim would have to be considered
not as a continuance of the negotiations
for the original claim for a 15 per cent
increase but as an entirely new claim.
This reply the NUR leadership found
quite unacceptable for it meant that they
would have to undergo a further pro-
Jonged process of negotiation using the
same machinery which caused them .to
issue their previous strike threat in an
endeavor to speed tp'a sat:sfactory set-
tlement. 2.

proofs on which their case rested.

Milan D." Smith, executive assistant {o
*.the secretary, proffered what he termed a
Melassic” explanation - of why Lcdeiinsky

‘was a‘security risk. The classic-turned out"

4o’ be"d. leMer from a reactionary White
Russian-anti-Semitic ‘crackpot who did not
-even : pretend “to " kmow -anythipg- nntiﬁc

- about” Ladejinsky ~except’ that he was*
Russion-born-Jew. But this weird- clulru-
“#er .Geéorge ‘N. ¥itt. provided the depart-
-men¥:with its "philosophic” justification. -

Out of castom= ‘fsslnnned ‘history, Vitt
explained, “Regrettably .. . . all through

the “last - 65 years or so, there was.a

sprinkling of Russian-revolutionaries of
- various : persuasions coming into . the
US.A. for asylum. . . . Equally regret-
table. was the fact that a goodly share
were . . . Russian Jews ‘who came here
running from the tsarist regime.. .
who turned into Reds . . . were the worst
kind of “traitors, not only to their new
mother-country, the U.S.A., but to their
own people because Stalin’s persecution
of Jews in Russia really was a. persecu-
tion. .. . . Mr. L. may be innocent 100 per
cent but facts -from his past - speak
-against him. Thus, for the sake ‘of. Unele
Sam; he must.go,”

BENSON LEARNS

The_department, obviously, was. amazed
when this letter aroused. publie mdlg'nan

tion. After-pondering this uwnanticipated:

reaction for.a day and:a half, Seeretary
Benson decided to dissociate !umsel:t‘ from
its publication: “It. was a mistake to
show the letter o reporters and by so
doing imply the department’s approva] of
its content.”

Benson ‘is learning guickly. His :men
may be experts at counting. crated eggs
but they have a lot to learn -about the

Why the British Railwaymen

It-appears that this time the railway-
men-are not prepared to tolerate endless
months' of talking-and are-instead. pre-
paring to launch a large-scale assault
upen their employers. -

. A factor complicating -this. dispute is the
demand "by the railwaymen that govern-

ment funds be used to offset the financial

losses which . are -crippling the railways
and ‘which the Transport Commission con-
sistently use as a counter to wage claims.
Each year the commiission has fo pay
more than 40 -million -pounds in inferest
charges, most of it on rallway stocks prior
to nationalization; in addition millions
have to be spent on new capital invest-
ment in order #o modernize the almost
museum-like equipment which the commis-
sion inherited from the previous private
owners.

Such a situation is likely to continue
for some time and the NUR, seeking to
counter this oft-repeated reason for hold-
ing railwaymen’s wages at a low level,
now suggest that the government—
through exchequer funds—should pay a
subsidy to the British Transport Com-
mission in order that its workers can re-
ceive higher wages, This solution finds a
great deal of sympathy in the labor
movement primarily due to the fact that
the railwaymen are amongst the lowest
paid workers in the country.

BOGEY ON THE RIGHT

The Bevanite weekly Tribune states
that the railwaymen have for too lung
subsidized the industry and that there is
no suffering among the shareholders; it
assures the railwaymen that the labor
movement will “back them to the hilt”
during their strike. The Daily Herald—
official Labor daily which is always found
on the right wing—points out that the
Tory government bears full responsibil-
ity for this dispute because it returned to
private ownership the profitable road
haulage section of the British Transport
Commission. Road haulage, says the Daily
Herald, was making a profit of 8 million
pounds a year—sufficient to meet the ex-
tra pay demanded by the railwaymen.,

As'a contrast to this attitude certain

sections of the Tory press-are raising .

once ‘again the bogey of “_.pi:rlitical
strikés”—thus = seeking to -conjure up

mémoties of the 1926 general strike when .

‘thé governmient uged .the ‘same argument”

. Jews

politics ‘'of hunting subversives.
Next time, as in other departments, such
letters ‘will not be publicized; they will
--not be- shown to _reporters; they will not
beapproved”; they will merely be placed
“in'the dossier ‘-and acted upon -without ‘ex-
planation.
+:And; asof-this writing;Smith and Cas- -
.q:ty, theé:guardians of :American security:
'in*the -Agrienlture-Department, are still

on ‘theirjobs:judging the characters and * .. »

lives-of: department-employees -who - are
less:prominent than Ladejinsky.

~BEHIND THE STAMP .

This, then; was a: case of-extraordinary
rinjustice. ‘It ‘was so-extreme that Presi-
dent Eisenhower is-reported to have per-
sonally approved -the new FOA appoint-
-ment for Ladejinsky, an--act that is a
slap in the face:to.Benson. The incident
is exceptional only because its course
sped so quickly to.a momentary exonera-
tion of the wvictim. It reminds us of the
case of Chief Justice Warren whose con-
firmation by the Senate was delayed by
similar complaints from screwballs.

But is the Ladejinsky affair really so
extraordinary? For every Ladejinsky
and Warren, protected by high position
and respectability from. the final fate of
star-chamber-justice; there are hundreds,
‘if not thousands, of commen. citizens who
are tried without .trials, ‘convicted and
sentenced to the loss:of their jobs and
reputations on -evidence just as flimsy.
When such men ask “Who has accusecd

me? of what?” they are told that the- an-
swer is “classified.”

The . Ladejinsky case, for all of its
“happy . ending,” is' a }andmark in the
“witchhunt in-its revelation of what les
behind the ‘‘classified” stamp on the
witchhumters’ dossiers.

to frighten the middle ¢lass and confuse
the " wor]-rmg class. Typical of such an
attitude .is a-leading article ~which ap-
»peared in the Sunday Times — a Tory
newspaper in the Lord Kemsley group—
which said:
* fThe threatened strike, then, is intend-
ed fundamentally to coerce Parliament
through industrial action.: Whatever the
merits of the case, this cannot be toler--
ated if the -constitutional order in this
country is to survive. If necessary Par-
liament should be called back at onece to
approve measures necessary to defend its
own supremacy.”

In a last-minute effort %o avoid the
strike the ‘minister of labor has set up o
Court of Inquiry to examine the causes of
the dispute and, affer a four-day delay,
the NUR has agreed to take part in the
court’s work; it has refused, however, #o
call off the threatened strike and the court
therefore meets knowing full well that if
it does not produce speedy results the rail-
ways stop on January 9.

Jim: Campbell,- the burly and hard-hit-
ting secretary of the NUR, clearly ex-
pressed the feelings of his members when
he said, after a meeting with the minister
of labor, “If the Transport Commission
can’t do it and the Ministry of Labor
can’t do it—then damn it!” Only, the
verb used by Campbell was not “damn.”

¥

Have You Read
Labor Action's

Pamphlet-Issues?

No. 1—The Principles and Pre-
gram of Independent
Socialism.

No.2—Independent Socialism
and War.

No.3—The Fair Deal: A So-
cialist Analysis.

. No.4—Socialism and
Democracy.

No.5—What Is Stalinism?
10 cents each.
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ngln- meers Entrenched

In French F.0.

By A. GIACOMETTI

PARIS, Dec. 15—From-November 22 to
‘«November 26 the CGT-Force: Quvriére
{F 0.) held its fourth national congress
sinee it split from the CGT in 1947. In
the main, this congress was one of bu-

. reaueratic consclidation and confirmed

the social-reformist orientation of the
federation.

The class-colioborationist leadership

:lloﬂ:ereau. Lafond, Le-Bourre) entrench-
.2d" ifself more firmly, and sueceded in
-having its line adopted: by the: majerity

on several important issues, :against..at-

t4acks. from the various lefi-wing: minori-:
.ties: "Révolution Prolétarienns,” "Combat
:syndicale” (New. Left}, ""Unité syndicale”
(PCH), and. independents.

It reversed the:correct position, of. the

1952 congress regarding: participation- m.

-the “National Council of Productivity.”
“Productivity’” is another -name for
“production per worker’;-an increase:in
productivity. can.be. achleved just.as well
by technological progress as by:intensi-
-fying the exploitation-of labor (speed-up.
time-clock studies, ete.). In its general

‘use, it is an amhguous term: admirably

-suited to confuse the issues.

The “National Council of Productivity”
4g a government:. and: big-business-spon-
-sored.body; its purpose is to find ways to
incr_ease production, one way or the:oth-

. In 1952, the F.0. congress had recog-
mzed that it. could. not  influence: the poli-
cies of this body, and that cellaboration
.with it could.only provide-the govern-
ment and big business with: the labor
window-dressing:they needed to get their
-policies . accepted. by the workers. This
‘congress decided .. otherwise, on the
grounds that “workers should be present
wherever their fate is hemg influenced.”

UNDER FIRE

The F.O. leadership came under fire
for not having declared a general strike
in. August 1953. Hébert, secretary 'of the
F.0. Federation of ere-lnfeneure, and
one of the oppoesition leaders, accused.the
~bureaw of having ended-the.strike prema-.
turely “at.a time when-the government

_and:_the: CGT: were: thrown .off-:balance .

“and F.0. was leading:the working: class.

By vefusing to.call a general strike the.

bureau ensured-the success of an. anti-
Jabor, government and:returned-the initi-
ative to the CGT.”

_The leadership: at.bempted ‘to.defend it-
‘self by saying that concessions had- been;
" ‘obtained after all' and that “the stnke

had to be ended to-avoid. adventures.”
‘In the- discussion on international orien-

tation, Le' Bourre was attacked-for-having -

written an arficie in the.conservative Le
Figaro  extolling the defunct EDC. . Le
Bourre had writfen -that-"if EDC. was a
misiulte. so is independent frade-unionism."
1 At 'the congress  he declared that he
wis in favor' of a united Europe “not
only on the sacizl and economic: but also
on the military. level” because “between
Stalinism and- ourselves no alliance is

posmble 7" Whoze Europe? Opposition to:

Stalinisni on' a capitalist or on a working-
cliss basis? So many-evaded guestions.

“. The- bureay’s resolution carried never- -

theless over one presented by Hagnauer
of - “Révolution * Prolétarienne,” ‘which

Lobor Action FORUM

New York
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‘Prolétarienne”;

(ongress

stressed the need for an independent
working-class policy on the international
level and for solidarity with the colonized
peoples.

Finally, the bureau’s position prevailed
on the question of unity of action with
the CGT, continuing the rejection of such
united action on any-level, in any situa-
tion. This disastrous: position (if carried
out) can only block F.O. in its.efforts to
win workers from the CGT.

-DISASTROUS: LINE

The CGT, although Stalinist-controlked,
is not the CP: it is o union, and workers
do not join it nor stay in it for the same
reasons. it is not a homogeneous body—
‘the Printers Union, for example; is not
Stalinist-controlied at aoll; other unions or
regional federations are only relatively
so. Experience has shown that CGT locals

.can be absorbed where struggles are con-
.ducted by F.O, en a clear workers' pro-

gram.

Within the labor movement, the aim of
F.O. .should be to break the Stalinist

‘strength. by absorbing. the members and

sympathizers, of the CGT. This can be

_done only by demonstrating the superior-
ity of an independent working-class pro-

gram over - the Stalinist. program, and

such; a. demonstration can be made only

in: the course of common struggles..It is
significant. that the F.0. federations
which advoeate united. action with - the
CGT are those led by the left-wing mi-
norities; those, that. is; that feel solid and
confident enough: to face the CGT in com-
mon trade-union activities' without fear
of disintegration and absorption.

The relative strength of the minorities,
as shown by the votes of the congress, is
about- one-fifth of the F.0. membership.
The -bureau’s report to the congress (cov-
ering the: period of the August strikes)
was ‘adopted by 9309 mandates against
1195 and 434 abstentions; the bureau’s

vesolution: on internmational orientation

carried by 8016 mandates against.2146
cast -for the resolution of “Révolution
the bureau’s. resolution
against unity -of action:with the CGT car-
ried-by-8719 against 1086 mandates. and
374 abstentions. Finally, a minority. reso-
lution:in.favor of a democratization of

the. statutes. was. rejected by 8318 man-

dates:against-2030 and 129 abstentions.
Although. the minorities: remain. divided

by different: political orientations,. there
-has been. a-closer. collaboration. between

them:in- this. congress..

ALGERIAN. SPEAKS.

- A more significant -aspect of the con-
gress, though; was the appearance: for
the first time of the real colonial dele-
pates. In previous congresses the dele-
gates from colonial territories had repre-
sented only the French workers” aristoe-
racy, notorious for its chauvinism and
lack: of understanding for the native
working class, This time, colonialist
statements met with strong opposition.
Manchon of Algeria (Constantine) took
the floor to protest against the suppres-
sion of the MTLD:

. . .in the three departmental unions
of Aigeria, two concepts. oppose each oth-
er: one wants to build the/French Union
by recognizing the legitimate aspirations
of the peoples involved—this is the con-
cept I have made my own—the other is

held by-the comrades in Algiers-and Oran.

who favor colonial paternalism, the cause
of tensions and explosions such as we
know in Algeria.

“I come from the department of Con-
stantine, where military operations take
place now or will take place. The com-
rades in Algiers and Oran are more pro-
tected: their departments are richer than
mine, The department of Constantine is
inhabited almost exclusively by Moslem
worke:rs ¥ e

. . « There have been arbitrary arrests,

and certain elements have been liberated
later, but there has been a mistake, and |
said so at the time: this mistake is the dis-
solution of the MTLD, which only benefits
the Communist Party ond the CG6T .. . in
the deparfment of Constantine, it is thanks
to the nationalist movemen® and thanks to
the help of the militants of the nationalist
parties: that we practically liquidated the
CGT and the Communist Party. If the CGT
still exists today at all, it is because it is
backed by the employers and the adminis-
tration.”
- The interventions of the colonial dele-
gates were highlights in a congress domi-
nated by the-leadership, a congress.which
only underlined the need in F.0. for a
united opposition with a coherent. over-all
pohcy

According to a report published
in Social-Demokraten of Copenha-
gen, the Stalinists have re-estab-
lished their hold on the Iceland
Federation of Labor. At the con-
gress of the federation in Novem-
ber, the CP fraction succeeded in
electing its candidates to the-lead-
ership, thanks to some complicated
factional maneuvering and to the
betrayal of a social- democratlc
trade-union leader.

The dubious hero of this adven-
ture, Hannibal Valdimarsson, is a social-
democratic member of Parliament and a
former president of Iceland’'s SP: He has
become known in recent years for advo-
cating a policy of collaboration with the
CP, especially in local elections.

At the recent congress, a little more
than 300 delegates represented. the- four
main parties. of the island: 125 SP dele-
gates, 115 delegates:of the CP (oﬂiciallsy
called “Unity Party”), the remaining 65-
70 being. divided among the Progressive
Party, a liberal farmers’ group, and the
Home Rule Party, a conservative group.
The social-democratie caucus had decided
to present a straight SP ticket at the
congress, headed by Jén Sigurdsson, for-
mer secretary general of the IFL and
president of the Seamen’s Union. The
bourgeois delegates could be expected to
remain neutral in a conflict opposing the
SP and the CP.

When the election for the chairman-
ship began, Valdimarsson broke the par-
ty caucus and was elected as Congress
chairman on a “unity ticket” with the
support of the Stalinist.votes,

Once in. control of the chairmanship,
Valdimarsson moved to readmit the Stal-
inist-controlled Reykjavik Industrial
Workers’ Union, which bad been expelled
from the IFL for breaking the Federa-

tion’s statutes. With a small ﬂl&JDl‘lt}',‘
the. RIWU was reaccepted:. . As: S001Y, 35 -
-this had ‘been. aceomplished, Valdnmars~

son moved that.the RIWU be given vot-
ing rights at. the Gnng‘r&ss, and: thereby
ensured a stable majority in support of
the “unity ticket.” In the elections for

the executive that. followed, the “umity:

ticket” won the majority and thereby the
control .of the federation.
SP: COMEBACK

This is the latest episode-in a bitter fac-
flenul struggle thaf has opposed Stalinists
to social-democrats- in the small trnde-
union movement in Iceland (25,000 mem-
bers out of a population of 145,000, or
17 per cent of the total population). In
the first phase of thi ruggle, the Stal:
inists had succeeded in making deep in-
roads in lceland’s: labor movement,

Until. 1940, the IFL. was. affiliated as a
hody to the SP, as the Trade Union Con-
gress is affiliated to the British Labor
Party in Great Britain: In 1940, ‘at-the
demand of members belonging to the
other political groups, the IFL diseon-
tinued its organizational affiliation to the
SP, ‘but the social-democrats neverthe-
less retained control over the leadership
of the federation.

This situation-ended in 1944, when a
coalition of the conservatives (Home
Rule Party) and the Stalinists succeeded
in unseating the SP leadership. From
1944 till 1948 the IFL was controlled by
the CP which proceeded to turn it into a
Stalinist bastion. Their conservative al-
lies, alarmed over this turn of events,
broke coalition with the CP and joined
the SP and the Progressive Party in a
“Democratic Union,” which won a ma-
jority at the 1948 and 1950 congresses.

In 1949, the SP-led majority discon-
tinned the IFL’s affiliation to the Stalin-
ist World Federation of Trade Unions
and, in 1950, voted to affiliate with the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions. By 1952 the CP fraetion
was down to 105 delegates as opposed to
the SP’s 118. Since then, and espeecially
since the successful general strike of
1952, led by the’ social-democrats, the
Stalinists have tended to lose strength
in the local unions. The recent congress
has shown that it is no lenger possible
for them to obtain a majority without
treason in the ranks of the social-demo-
cratic fraction.

Yet Iceland remains, along with Fin-
land, the only Scandinavian country
where a strong Stalinist party can exist
despite the existence of a strong and
well-organized

| ICELAND TOO
OCCUPATION BY NATO TROOPS -
GIVES STALINISTS A VICTORY |

socialist movement. In_

Iceland, the main reason for this sitpa- -

tion must be sought in the unlnten:upted

presence of U. 8. or British troops sinee -

1940. :
WHY CP THRIVES %

In a small country like lceland- the es-
tablishment of a large naval and air base, -
with the accompanying sudden influx - of
personnel and goeds, coused a fremnud“s
inflation: within a few months: of the ar-
rival of Allied #roops, prices soared-from
ten to twenty times- their pre-war level,
with wages trailing behind. In 1952 fhe -
IFL finally got around to dealing: with: the-
problem, and reluctantly called: a- thres- -

week general strike.-The strike was well- '

erganized, and brought the activity of ike
island: to o total stop. Among: other de-
mands, the workers won a substantial Tow-
ering of prices on such items as- potatoes
milk, sugar, coffee, etc. Wages remained
the same or were raised in certain iuau”-
tries.

Moreover, the economic factors are
completed by political
Even if the economic burden imposed.
the presence of U. S. troops should”
considerably lightened,
can’t be expected to accept mdeﬁmtely-‘a
state of virtual ucc:upat.mn 1mposed y
foreign interests in peactime, in a
fliet whiech is not theirs, and whieh
poses their country to the gravest d’anf-
gzers in case of war.

It is =a situation on which the CP
thrives. It can be expected to end on}y
with ‘the withdrawal of U. S. troops, or
with' the emergence of a socialist - m_qv;e_-

ment-willing to fizht as energetically for= -

the island’s independence as the CP pun-
ports to do. y

So. Vietnam Strike -

Flares over Wages

. By. A. GIACOMETTI

PARIS, Dec. 26—While the Francm-
Amencan protectorate of South: Vietham
heads into anarchy, the independent ‘I&-
bor movement of South Vietrnam consa
tinues to assert its vitality.

At the beginning of the -month, .t_he
Vietnamese workers.- employed: in the
workshops and services. of the- French
armed- forces declared a general styike in
support of their demand for adequ_a,te
wages. Specifically, the union, which is
an.F.0. affiliate, demands that the wages
of the workers involved be raised to the

levels prevailing in comparable state

services, At present, the wages paid to
state-employed workers are from 20 per
cent to 100 per cent higher than those
paid by the French army. The strike af-

feets 20,000 workers out of 23,000 em- °

ployed by the French army in Saigon: ami
in South Vietnam.

©On December 7, French authorized uunl
ces considered a settlement imminent, and:
declored that the wage- adjustment had-~
hitherto been retarded for "administrative
reasons.” On December 13, however, the
French High. Command addressed an ulH-
matum to the strikers to resume work. op
foce sanctions, and declared the 'strike
“groundless.” At the time of the present
writing the strike continues.

On the other hand, according to a re-
port in Le Populaire, the Asian Soeialist
Conference, meeting in the last week of
November in Tokyo, has asked the So-
cialist Party of Vietnam to join it as a
full member. Two delegates of the SPV
were expected to attend the meeting” of

" the conference in Tokyo, but were denied

exist visas by the government. The Asiam
Socialist Conference has intervened with
the government of South Vietnam to ob-
tain the vespect of elementary civil lib-
erties for the socialist representatives,
in particular the right to freely leave
and enter the country.

7 N
LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Street, New York City

specializes in books and pamphlets:
on the Labor and Socialist move--
ment, Marxism, etc., and. can sup-

Ply books of all publishers.

Send for our free boek IM.

consider atlolls- 3

the Tcelanders. :




_ Bundesministers and Dr.

The Leftward Trend in
The German Trade Unions

To the Editor:

Stein’s article [LA, Nov, 1] may mis-
lead your readers in judging the situation
in the German labor movement. The cap-
tion certainly is over-optimistic.

The Frankfurt Congress of the DGE
{Federation of Trade Unions) in fact
constitutes one step forward in German

. trade-unionism. The Stalinist and Chris-

tian Democrat elements in the Congress
were weaker than ever, both in number
and drive, whereas no DGB congress be-
fore saw such a big number of organized
Social-Demoecrats among its delegates.
They alone could swing the “Parliament
of Labor” in any direction they wanted.

Dr. Adenauer, aware of the impor-
tance of this congress, sent two of his
Heuss, presi-
dent of the German Federal Republic,
was the first head of the state in the his-
tory of the German trade-union move-
ment to address a Trade Union Congress.
This combined effort to give the move-
ment a less radical direction, however,
was a complete failure. In adopting the
resolution against rearmament almost
unanimously, and in formulating a Pro-
gram of Action to be finally published in
April 1955, the Congress gave the work-
ing class a-new spur for further action.

The basic failure of the Congress was
not to safeguard deeds. This could be
reached only by a radical change in the
Executive Board. But all 25 members of
the old Executive were re-elected. It is
funtastic to believe that these men ave
able and willing to carry out a4 program

which they dislike at heart. Only three.

days after the Congress, Walter Freitag,
re-elected president of the DGB, gave his
“own interpretation” of the resolution
sgainst rearmament without being repri-
manded by the rank and file.

The two men in the Executive repre-
senting the militanl group did not win
their positions in the Conuvess. Otto
Brenner, co-presidest of the Metal Worl-
ers’ Union, and Heinz Seeger, president
of the Weod Workers' Union, recently
won' leadership of their unions, thereby
automatically gaining a seat in the DGB
Executivé. Dr. Agartz’ economic and po-
litical theories are not fully backed either
by militant trade-unionists nor by the

*Socialist left.

You must not forget that there iz yet
no organized left in the German labor
movement. There is no prominent figure
able to take the lead. There is no maga-
zine of some importance to serve as rally-
ing point, There is just a slowly growing

-leftward trend. Don’t confuse an anti-

militaristic stand with adeption of a left
socialist policy.' In this question liberal
and even conservative elements in Ger-
many join with the Socialist left while
there is also an influential pro-armament

faction in the German labor movement,

™oy Bert WOLF
Frankfurt-am-Main
: ]

Thanks to correspondent Bert Wolf for
his comments on the article dealing with
the recent West German Trade Union
Federation Congress.-We also read with
interest the additional information on the
different tendencies in the West German
trade-union movement.

Although correspondent Wolf criticizes
the “over-optimistic” headline, the sub-
stance of his, letter confirms what was
indicated in the body of the article. As he
points out, “There is-just a slowly Erow-
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ing leftward trend.” This is just what
was important and new in the develop-
ment of the West German trade-union
movement after yvears of stagnation, and
its first manifestations erystallized out
at the DGB Congress. The militancy of
the Metal Workers Union, the anti-mili-
taristic® stand of the D&B, and the rise
to leadership of such people as Brenner
and Seeger arve all signs of this leftward
trend.

Wolf points out that the old leadership

- still maintains its hold over the Executive

Board. Yet this did not prevent the
younger elements like Brenner from
forcing through two vital changes before
the DGB Comgress. They compelled the

.old Executive to reverse itself on wage
policy and fight for an increase, unleash-

ign a powerful strike movement in Sep-
tember; secondly, they forced a reversal
on the guestion of militarization of West
Germany under American auspices.

The explanation is that the real power
does not lie in the central Executive
Board but with the individual unions.
The Allied powers prevented the forma-
tion of a highly centralized trade-union
federation and left most of the power of
decision on big questions with the lead-
ership of the 16 trade unions that make
up the DGB. A united and articulate ma-
jority or even minority of these indi-
vidual trade-unjon leaders' can override
the wishes of the conservative central
leadership. And that is just what has
been happening. Of course, at a certain
point the real power relations must as-
sert themselves and-a bip change take
place in the central executive. But that
most certainly will come later. What
LaBor AcTION was describing was the
fact that the first step in this direction
was being taken; and it is really not a
question of over-optimism (i.e,, a predic-
tion) but of noting a healthy trend.

A. STEIN

Tresca Memorial
Meeting on Sat.

NEW YORK, Jan. 5—Friends of Carlo
Tresca, Italian anti-totalitarian editor

who was murdered in 1943, again will Tay -

flowers at the scene of his death, on Sat-
urday, January 8, at 1 p.m. He was shot
down in the wartime dimout at the north-
west corner of Fifth Avenue and 15th
Street.

The 8th was chosen for the flower-lay-
ing by the Tresca Memorial Committee
instead of the actual anniversary date,
the 11th, because a Saturday is much
more convenient for most of those who
annually honor the slain editor’s memory.

Philip Heller, an old friend of Tresca,
is to speak in tribute to him. Samuel H.
Friedman, membepgof the Socialist Par-
ty’s national executive board, will pre-
side at the flower-laying. If the weather
is bad, the speaking will be held in Rand
School, 7 East 15 Street,

“We remain convinced that Tresca's
murder was a political erime,” Norman
Thomas, the memorial committee’s chair-
man, said today. “An uncompromising
champion of civil liberties, he effectively
fought both the fascists and the Commu-
nists, and had many enemies in both
camps. More than any one else, Tresca
was responsible for keeping Mussolini’s
Black Shirts off the streets of New York,
and defeated Il Duce’s attempts to trans-
plant his evil forces into the Italian com-
munities in American cities.”

Weorld Histery—Year by Year
The bound volumes of

LABOR ACTION
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cial and political issues of our day,
and o socialist education in them-

gelves. Completely indexed from
1949 om.
1950-53..............93 per vol.

Bound volumes of LA are alse
available back to, and including,
1942, at somewhat higher prices de-
pending on the year. Prices on re-
quest. A complete set of bound vol-
umes for the 11 years from 1942 to.
1952 is available for $40.
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Photosynthesis Makes the Headlines

By PHILIP COBEN

A landmark in science has just gone
past us, and, though properly signalized
on the front page of the N, Y. Times, it
has perhaps not been appreciated at its
worth by readers who are understandab-
ly more interested in the death potential
of atomic science than in the life-giving
potential of biological science,

A group of scientists at the University
of California for the first time have suc-
ceeded in duplicating the process of pho-
tosynthesis outside the living plant cell.
Photosynthesis is the process whereby
green plants manufacture sugar and
starch directly out of air and water with
the energy supplied by sunlight. It is a
basic process of all plant life, and there-
fore of all life, which depends on it.

Now why does it deserve to be called

especially to the attention of socialists?

Not only for the reason which motivated
the Times in giving it page one.

The implication seen in and empha-
sized by the Times write-up dealt with
the possibility of artifically producing
food from the same elemental factors.
The possibility was seen as still far off,
of course, but as laying a scientific basis
for the solution of the problem of feeding
the billion masses of humanity crowding
this planet,

This is important enough, though not
the subject of this eolumn. Its social and
economic bearing is also obvious enough.

LIFE AND MATTER

What needs pointing out, perhaps, is the
fact that the great achievement is o ma-
jor step toward an even greater achieve-
ment which would have incalulable conse-
quences on man's thinking. It is a major
step toward the creation of life itself.

It is not yet that, of course. But the
gap between the present stage of re-
search and the actual creation of life in
the laboratory is perhaps less than the
gap between it and the outcome empha-
sized by the Times. We have an even
more realistic right; to speak of it.. .

It is not the only form of attack on thé
problem of life which secience is making.
As a matter of fact, when Dr. Linus
Pauling received the Nobel Prize this
past year, it was in recognition of his
work on the nature of the molecular bond
in complex proteins, Here, too, from an-
other angle, the nature of life is being
investigated, for there is good reason.to
believe that living protoplasm is.made up
simply of enormously complex protein

molecules, the property of “life” being

determined by the specific complexity of
the molecule. 3 y

“Life” thus appears as the property of
matter organized i a certain way. This
is an extrapolation from.present-day re-
search, but it indicates the possible philo-
sophical consequences of this line of
work.

In any case, for. sci I
these lines means a demonstration of I'Iie
physical basis of life, a demonstration of

- the fruitfulness of the materialis? hypo-

thesis,
NEW GENESIS

Such a success will not, of course, abol-
ish philosophic idealism from the cob-
, webbed corners of men’s minds, including
(qulte possibly) the minds of the very
men who carry through the work. For
the roots of philosophieal idealism do not
lie in the power of its rational appeal
But, with an eye to the future, such a
demonstration will leave idealism with-
out one of its great pillars of supports:
the “intuition” that living “mind-stuff”
is the primary constituent of the world,
and that “matter” is either derivative or
an illusion. P

For the first time, man will become
Jehovah, and create Adam, even if the
first Adam is only a cluster of self-mov-
ing protein molecules with a capacity for
reproduction and a limited amount of re-
sponse to-environment,

It is not here a guestion of “refuting”
the Genesis story of creation; or “refut-
ing"” religion. Except for the relatively
few Fundamentalists and the ignorant,
the Bible story is reinterpreted.as meta-
phor, poetry or parable, The impact will
be, rather, on the philosophic underpin-
nings.

We have read that fears have been ex-
pressed that religious belief may suffer
(in a distant science-fictional future)
from extensive space travel if life is
discovered on other worlds. Though the
danger is not imminent, we might reas-
sure the fearful. Religious beliefs which

have survived the theory of evolution
will not likely be dropped just because
the hand of the Creator has not been lim-
ited to one planet; they will adapt, as
always. The Biblical story of creation-
on-one-planet will seem simply provin-
cial. Paradoxically, much more serious is
the threat to supernaturalist notions that
comes—here, today; and on this planet—
from the laboratories of California.
Truth can be stranger even than science-
fiction.

It is one thing for man to find life
somewhere; it is another thing for man
to breathe life into finely calculated dusts
of the earth in a test-tube and produce
a living organism which, in turn, has the
capacity to evolve into a scientist in a
laboratory . . . if we ignore a little mat-
ter of time-spans.

®
SUBVERSIVE SCIENTIST

Reference to. Dr. Linus Pauling re-
calls a related thought.

We mentioned the “materialist hypo-
thesis” above. For it should be under-

‘stood that for Marxists, materialism is
-not a metaphysies, but a working hypo-

thesis for the guidance of scientific in-
vestigation—a working hypethesis which
is continuously being “proved” in all
senses: that is, which is continuously be-
ing tested, being partly confirmed and
partly adapted. Those scientists who held
this hypothesis consciously and knowl-
edgeably have, at the least, a minimum
of confiict between their scientific work
and their prejudices. It is true that
whatever “philosophy” is consciously
held in a scientist’s mind, every reputable
scientific investigator rebels against
making his conclusions conform with ac-
cepted ideas. But conformism may have
a somewhat bigger role in dectdmv “hat
problems he will attack.

Thus, even the great Newton, devout
man that he was, could attack only sueh
problems as did not, in their very state:
ment, clearly* cnntradict his cherished

. Biblical 'beliefs.: Thus: ‘also, ' some sefers’
- tists today object to the very-idea of Té=

search on the subJect of telepathy since
they are sure in advance that they al-
ready know it doesn’t exist. The preju-
dices in a scientists’s mind may. have
more effect o1f what he chooses to investi-
gate in the first place than on how ob-

Jectively he pursues a determined line of

investigation. The other side-of this:is
that a scientist may also be freed for, or
stimulated to, certain-inquiries by other
beliefs.

We are reminded of this by the: 'luet
that Dr. Pauling, who was honored by o
Nobel Prize;, had been previously honored
by the State Depertment in a different
way, when the government refused to give
him a passport to go abroad. .

It seems there is something “subver-
sive” about him; he was at any rate sus-
pected of some sort of nen-conformism:
Perhaps at some time in his life he' had
lent his name-to a Stalinist-front organ-
ization! perhaps he had some Stalinist
sympathies; it doesn’t:matter. Some kind
of non-conformist he was, and possibly
more subversive inside his laboratory
than when traveling abroad.
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Belgian Socialist Students
~ Rdopt a Left Wing Platform

We pubﬁsh below the political platform

_adopted by the Socialist student move-

ment.of Belgium, Etudiants Socialistes,
at a special National Committee meeting
in Brussels in October, as published in
Le Peuple Estudiantin. Headed “Our Po-
litical Position,” it is a left-wing state-
ment for the most part, and should be of
interest to Challenge readers.—Ed.

(1) The National Committee of the
‘Belgian Socialist Student Federation
unanimously points out that the ideologi-
cal foundation of its movement remains

“the Marxist conception of society. We re-

ject any idea which tends to turn our
movement into an organization limited to
‘the reform of bourgeeis society. The goal
of every secialist movement is the de-
struction of the capitalist regime based
on profit and its replacement by a social-
ist society whose economy is based on
human needs. Reforms won by the work-
ing-class movement cannot be considered
as ends in themselves, Only the conquest

“ of power by the working class and the

establishment of socialism are capable of
resolving the contradictions of present-
day society. 5

We place the idea of the socialist alter-
native as the central point in our program
and in_our action and agitation. We adopt
a socialist pelicy of struggle against the
war. This struggle must be independent
of the.two existing blocs and must base
its action on the fundamental interests of
the warking cless and on the perspective
of the destruction of capitalist society.
ANTi-WAR DEMANDS

(2) -We declare ourselves against the
arms race, which can lead only to war.
We. decide to carry on a campaign for the
reduction of the length of military serv-
ice and-reduction of the military budget
within the framework of a general, pro-
gressive, simultaneous and controlled dis-
armament. We demand. that all atomie-
weapon tests be ended and that industrial
applications of nuclear energy should be
developed instead. We decide to struggle
for the socialization of the means of pro-

. duction and ‘exchange. We demand the

confiscation-of-capitalist profit in war in-
dustry and its investment in useful public
works (schools, ‘playgrounds, workers’
housing, ete.).

(3) We greet the struggle of the coloni-

al ‘people for their independence and we-

give them cur unconditional support, look-
ing toward their development - foward
democratic socialism. ‘We invite all sec-
tions of the Young Sociolists of Belgium
to send delegates to the Eurafrican Con-
gress which will meet in Brussels on. De-
cember 27-29, 1954, to study overseas
problems ond their relations to European
integration.

Ve 2 ' \
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successful’ Edueational Con-

ference: held over the New
Year’s weekend in Chicago by

*h'e Young Socialist League. -

We demand that the Belgian govern-
ment recognize the government of Peo-
ple’s China, We declare ourselves in fa-
vor of the admission of People’s China
into the UN. We believe that the prob-
lem of Formosa is an internal question
of China’s, and, in order to avoid any
conflict in this part of the world, we
demand the cessation of all aid to Chiang
Kai-shek and the withdrawal of the U. S,
fleet from Chinese waters.

We demand that funds, particularly
the funds made available by reduction in
the military budget; be allocated to a
fund to aid the underdeveloped countries,
in the form of gifts, while respecting
their politcal, economic and cultural in-
dependence,

AGAINST REARMAMENT

(4) We declare ourselves against the
rearmament of Japan, which can only
sharpen the tension in Asia, and against
the principles and aims adopted by
SEATO.

(5) We believe that the rearmament
of Germany prevents any peaceful solu-
tion of the country’s reunification; that
this rearmament is a weapon in the
hands of the reactionary Adenauer, who
is seeking -an organized force on which to
lean as against the German workers’
movement and the Social-Democratic
Party in particular; while the reunifica-
tion of Germany, on the basis of free
elections, would give the country a social-
ist leadership and this would give Euro-

. ‘pean socialism-its biggest-chance to bar

the road to both capitalist reaction and
Stalinism at the same time. -

We greet the courageous sfruggle car-
ried on by the SPD and regret its isolation
within the Socialist International. We de-
clare ourselves against any rearmament
of Germany, and demand the unification
of the country through free elections. We
demand negotiations on this basis with
‘Russia, in order to find a solution to the
German problem. We demand the with-
drawal of all occupation forces from the
country, as well as frem Austria, and the
mainfenance of the social and economic
benefits gained by the working class in
Western and Eastern Germany.

FOR SOCIALIST EUROPE

(8) We declare ourselves for the crea-
tion of a United States of Europe. We
believe that socialism can develop only
on a world scale and that a socialist Eu-
rope must be a step toward the Socialist
United States of the world. We believe
that the socialist movement must clearly
oppose the solutions proposed by the
European-unity movements, for these so-
lutions (a) cannot in any case resolve
the fundamental contradictions of capi-
talism; (b) mean, above all, an attempt
to preserve the shaky capitalist regime;
(c) are dictated by military needs; and
(d) would be, in the end, a weapon aimed
at the European working class.

We declare ourselves for a political
and economic unification based on the
principle of the class struggle. We decide
to present this resolution to: the Inter-
national Union of Socialist Youth, the
Bureau of the [Belgian Labor] Party,
the Political Congress of the Young So-
cialist Guards, the Socialist Movements
for the United States of Europe, and So-
cialists for Peace.

We emphasize the importance of inter-
national socialist action, and urge the
Socialist International to put forward a
real socialist and international program
of common action.

Within the framework of the Young
Socialist organizations, we decide to use
the next congress of the Socialist Youth
International to present conerete pro-
posals for struggle against the war and
to make it into a living organization,
capable of playing a role in world events.
We ask that the Socialist Youth Inter-
national put before the Socialist Interna-
tional a proposal to prepare an interna-
tion conference for struggle against the
war by clearly posing the socialist
alternative. i

' Army Worries over

Draftee Attitudes

By LEWIS O'SHEA

Pentagon officials who in recent
months have shown concern over the ap-
parent slack in applicants to the service
academies—a significant sign of youthful
apathy for militarism as far as concerns
the prospects for an officer’s career—
should take greater interest in the re-
ports which their Army Psychological
Survey teams are making as to the atti-
tudes of the enlisted men. They reveal a
far keemer insight into the reaction of
today’s peacetime consecript soldier than
the data being collected by top profes-
sional human-relations experts hired by
the army to find why o many GIs are
shunning officership. )

This latter group of "experts” has ex-
pended some $4,000,000 so far, according
to a United Press dispatch doted Decem-
ber 19, and found that most qualified and
aggressive enlisted men refused officer
training because they simply did not want
to add more active and reserve service
on their hitch.

The APS- teams, however, made up for
the most part of enlisted men, have a bet-
ter vantage point from which to study
army training methods, motivation, mo-
rale and “psychological warfare.” Their
reports are not as classified as the ount-
side agency hired by army officials, and
their findings do not corollaté with the
thinking which a conformist military
¢areer man might have. SR

MIXED BAG .

APS has found that trainees in army
camps today present perhaps the most
heterogeneous mixture of men ever
grouped together in the service under
peacetime conditions. The accepted course
of post-graduation induction ‘inte the
service has seen an influx of college grad-
nates in the summer and fall months.
Other college students, despoiident over
“the lack of any positive future following
graduation, have enlisted or ‘voluntéered
for the draft. This situation has caused
some training companies to consist al-
most half of college-trained men, or
sometimes even more than -half.

This, together with the usual number -

of three-year enlistees (usually in the

17-18 age bracket, just out of secondary

school), in addition to the older grouping

of married workers, those whe:had oceu--
pational deferments, make a cross-section

to delight any psychological investigat-

ing or study group.

Organized to report on and recommend
improvement for the basic training cur-
ricula, the APS personnel have found
trainee sentiment to be far from the
thinking of the “big brass.” As an indi-
cation of the democratic and anti-mili-
taristic sentiment of American youth,
this presents more problems to those who
have to mold a military machine without
the assistance of wartime patriotism,
chauvinism, or the “we've got a job to
do” line, More important, however: it
brings home the fact that the military is
absolutely devoid of any sound ideologi-
cal program upon which to instill any
enthusiasm into its conseript army.

Survey teams found that while service
itself has created no general feeling of
despondeucy or apathy emong inductees,

there is a definite passivity among the
troinees which even the APS could not
overlook. This is created, in no small part,
by the basic -orientation which is given the
first few weeks ("make the best of it,"
ete.).

Attitudes of processing personnel, who
can offer the inductee nmo guarantee:of
classification or assignment in line with,
his qualifications, onlty increase this
(“getting a good job while in, and in
most cases promotions, depend generally
on right time, right place and ‘lucking
out’””). The new trainee soon learns that
though the army is one huge “rumor
mill,” he scon must differentiate between
official orientation and consulting and
that which filters through the “barracks
grapevine.” Often as not, the best of the
situation. which he can make for himself
will come from following the lattexr.

"INDOCTRINATION" :

A factor which the army’s professional
human experts and even its own APS
agency have apparently overlooked is the
obvious lack of any positive program to
explain to the inductee and trainee why
“he is where he is. Besides the presenta-
tion of a film tying in fascism, Nazism,
Stalinism and Japanese “militarism”
(sic), no other attempt is made to ac-
quaint the trainee with a positive under-
standing of the supposed threat to his
way of life, which he is.called to defend.
 Army indoectrination is-the work of the
Information and Eduecation Branch, or
Troop Information Program (TIP). Es-
sentially the propaganda arm of the
army, it was infiltrated during the Sec-
ond World War and the initial phase of
the cold war by Stalinists to such a de-
gree that Pentagon officials still question
its *trustworthiness.” Army savants
speculate that most of its work is taken
up putting security checks on applicants:
for TIP ‘School, its own personnel and
those who handle the “classified” mate-
rial. .

PASSIVE ACCEPTANCE

Something which cannot escape the ai-
tention of any study of present army
basic-training procedures is the obvious
implication that the enemy-to-be will not
be Russian but Oriental, primarily Chinese
{the mythical aggressor is always "Joe

Chinaman™). This is carried fhrough I"l»th'i-_-

secretive "behind enemy lines* classes, in
which the "enemy's” customs, aifitudes

and vantage point are most decidedly not-

Western. :
Among the men, the greatest mental
strain is devoted to ways to “bug out” of
the scheduled training. The negative at-
titude carried over from the vacuum cre-
ated after high school or college, or from-
leaving a wife, home and job, is main-
tained by the new member of the econ-
_seript army. His is an attitnde of subjec~
Yion to conformity in an age of conform-'
ity; he accepts a void of two years in his
life, two years of regimentation, as an:
unfortunate eross of his generation
which he too must bear. .
To be sure, this is not an attitude of
revolt, but it is also not an attitude which
augurs well for American smilitary
thinking.
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WORLD SOCIALISTS MUST RAISE THE CRY:

HANDS OFF
'DJILAS AND DEDIJER!

By HAL DRAPER

It is possible that Tito’s sub-fuehrers in Belgrade (headed by Ed-
wvard Kardelj while No. 1 is away charming Nehru).overreached them;
selves in publicly announcing criminal prosecution for Milovan- Djilas
and Vladimir Dedijer, the two heretics who demand steps toward social-
ist democracy. But in any case the second week’s developments in this
installment of the Djilas-Dedijer case has further shown the totalitarian
pattern of Titoist (national-Stalinist) polities.

The announcement -of the criminal prosecution can be understood
anly as a conscious. (and-no doubt enraged) defiance of Western pres-
sure, which is being just as consciously mobilized by the press corps in

Belgrade.

What has to be kept in mind is that for the regime to bring the two

deviants up before a criminal bar
in the hot ‘spotlight of publicity
now beating down on the case is
far from necessary from  their
point of view, if it is only a ques-
tion of gagging them. Thousands
of deviants and critics have gone
through Titoist jails without any
legal trial whatsoever. The regime
could just-as easily have eﬁgctwgly _
isolated Djilas and Dedug'r, impris+
oned in a -jail or imprisoned in
their own homes—as easily as t_he
UDBA plainclothesmen broke up
Dedijer’s dream of calling an open
press conference last week.

. Tt is'not, then, a'question of what
induced the rulers to swing the le-
gal club, instead of simply expell-
ing Dedijer from his posts an._d.the party.
It is a guestion of what, induced the
rulers .to call world -attention to their
plan for eriminal prosecution, }nstead of
just doing it in the dark:of -night, as is
more customary. Hence the conclusion: a
gesture of defiance. .+ [ )

" It is worthwhile making this point be-
eause of the-tendency of some commen"ti
on the case-to speculate on the “.hards
and “softs” in the top of the regime. Is
Kardelj ‘“hard” against Djilas (for jail-
ing him),.and has Tito (“soft”) held it

“up, perhaps because he is only for ex-

pelling him? We don’t think this line of
speculation-means much.

‘There can be little doubt that I)efpre
Tito left the.country to begin his Asian
junket; the:decizion was made to reacti-.
vate the case by calling .Dedijer before
the Control Commission. Thus the ball
was set rolling, to be steered by Kardelj,
who had. also acted as the hatchetman at
the purge of Djilaslast January.

. But one can well believe that tha”dg—
fance campaign by Dedijer and Djilas
was not anticipated. When the acting-
fuehrer replied with criminal prosecution,
it may or may mot have been on thf:- l;aslg
of eables from Tite (Foreign Minister
Popovic said no), but this is tactics.

. Tito is not @ soft, not a medium-soft,
end not even a little-bit-soft. He is by
#raining and experience and predilection
given ‘more -freely to brutal -solutions of
epposition than any member. of his. entour-
-age, bar none. Any speculations cbout
Tito's role in the affair.which has him play-&
ing o "soft" role is nonsense pure and

simple.

SECOND THOUGHTS

- But on the plane of tactics, it is n?t il‘f‘l-
possible that the first rageful reaction i
Belgrade to throw the whole totalitarian
machinery at the two “criminals”™ was
called to heel either by calm_er ‘heads
among the bureaucracy (say, Piyade) or
indeed by Tito. There may indeed. be a
hold-up on Djilas's fate till at least Tito
Teturns.

Thevre are indications that there were
seeond thoughts in Belgrade. The quiek
publie announcement of ‘a criminal trial
would seem to indicate the intention to
hold a public trial, a show trial. But on
Pecember 29, the federal proseeutor _hmt-.
ed that the regime might not make it an
open show. In a show trial (assun}mg
that the Stalinist “confession” technique
js out of the question in this case), the
ides would be to spread before the people
the evidence of Djilas’s .“collaborah;_m”
with “hostile elements” and “foreign

agents” (the Times reporter, for exam-
ple); and we can assume that the UBDA
has evidence of varying sorts that could
be used.

‘Who-could use the tribune of the court
nmost effectively—the regime to success-
fully smear Djilas as a -capitulator to
capitalism, or Djilas to make"his pro-
democratic ideas resound? The regime
has the advantage of controlling what is
reported of the trial in Yugoslavia itself,
though it cannot control all .grapevines;
and the regime has also the advantage
that Djilas:and Dedijer are far from be-
ing clear enough in their own minds
about their program er ideas so as to
make effective use of their opportunity.
But it is a gamble, and the Titoists ave
well-advised, no doubt, to think twice.

In the midst of what is perhaps a state
of indecision among the rulers with re-
gard to this tactieal gquestion, the Times
eorrespondent (who, remember, is part of
the cast and not just a spectator) inject-
ed a warning and a plea, in-his January
2 dispatch. He ends it by asking: Will
Yugoslavia's regime distinguish' itself
from. “Soviet communism”? “Even after
these events there are many observers
who believe liberalization will be re-
sumed, but they ceuld use some fresh evi-
dence now.” (End of article.)

He is saying: If yon drop the criminal
charges, that is, if you take no personal
sanctions against the heretics, we Western
“observers” (who after all have to recon-
cile the. American people to aid programs’
for you) will once more be able to say
that this Tite regime is "'different"” from.
Meoscow, will once more be able to toss
qround the pleasant nothings about “liber-
alization”. of the national-Stalinist dicta-.
torship in:Belgrade. . . .

THE STALINIST REFLEX

But whatever the Titoists decide to do
—caught as they are in their contradic-
tory position as an independent Stalinist-
type bureaucratic collectivism which
needs the Aalliamce with the ecapitalist
powers—the totalitarian pattern of the
Djilas-Dedijer case has been too clear to
be overlooked by anyone ,who doesn’t
work hard at being a dupe.

In this second week of developments,

the slander note of the regime has ve-
sounded in answer: Djilas iz a foreign
agent. It is the Stalinist reflex.
.+ Kardelj .launched -it, as is only his
right, by precedernce, in his speech of
December 27 in which he let it be under-
stood that the democratic oppositionists
had served the interests of “people and
eircles to whom perhaps the Yugoslav
foreign policy and especially the journey
of Camrade Tito in India will not be
favorable.”

On Dec. 31, the government's press
spokesmen clearly ascribed the case to a
campaign from "abread" (that is, the

-West) -4o - change the - country's- system.

This was polite language addressed to the
foreign correspondents. Transiofed into
Serbo-Croatian, it means that Djilas is a
foreign-dog capitalist-restorationist col-
laborating with the Western imperialists
against his own counfry, ete.

Djilas and Dedijer were expressly de-
seribed as “foreign agents” in another
typically totalitarian document, a letter
in Borba (CP organ) by the unfortunate
Colonel General Dapcevie, the army chief
of staff."The point of this lettér lies main-
ly in the signature. Readers may remem-
ber that Djilas’s last and most violent
article.of last-January, in the course of
his journalistic putsch, was one in the

magazine Nova Miseo, in which Djilas
described the brutal treatment given by
the wives of the bureaucrats to Dapce-

vie’s bride, a former actress who didn’t .
*belong.” The steel edge of this article

was its devastating description of the

‘bureaucracy as such, as a ruling burean-
‘cracy separated from and imposed upon

the poeple.

And so Dapecevic is trundled out to
denounce Djilas.

We wrote last week about the back-
ground to the case of Mitra Mitrovie,
who also was hauled before the Control
Commission. A day after Dapcevic, Borba
carried a-letter over her signature, also
denouncing Djilas. Apparently she had
found her sessions with the Control Com-
mission very educational,

The totalitarian Stalinist pattern goes
right through. Although Dedijer’s ideo-
logical crime was committed last Janu-
ary, when he stood up on his legs at the
Central Committee meeting and defended
Djilas, it is only now that-he is being-ex-
pelled from such worthy front organiza-
tions as the Serbian Journalists Associa-
tion and the Society for International
Law, and recalled as deputy from his dis-
triet.

TOTALITARIAN TANG

The. special tang of totalitarian hypoe:
risy is not missing. The Control Commis-
sion, in its decision condemning Dedijer,
denounced him for “hypoecritically” vot-
ing in favor of Djilas’s expulsion in or-
der to preserve-his own position. To get
the flavor, it must be stressed that they
denounce him now, not when he so voted.
In putting the light onthis fact, they do
not realize how they reveal the whole to-
talitarian climate in which they (and
Dedijer) live. Then it was accepted; and
was indeed inevitable, that a-man who
notoriously supported and continued to
support Djilas.should raise his hand in
order not to interfere with the totali-
tarian ritual of the unanimous vote.

- - Djilas. and Dedijer .will-have o fair #rial,
says the federal .prosecutor, Brana Jevre-
movie, in accordance with Yugosiay law
and in.keeping with the UN Convention on
Human Rights.. This is revelting Stalinist
cynicism. - The truth is that a fair trial is
excluded in advance by the Yugoslav law

' Federated People’s Republic of Yugo-

itself—by. its very fext, without-even dis- - .
cussing anything else.

The oppositionists will :be tried under
Article 118 of the code, which reads:

“{1) Whoever with intent to under-
mine the authority of the working pee-
ple’s defensive power of the country or
the economic bases of socialist develop-
ment, or with intent to destroy the broth-
erhood and unity of the peoples of the

slavia by means of cartoons, writings;’
speech before a gathering, or in any
other way carries out propagende
against the state and social organizations
or against political, economie, military ]
or other important measures of the peo- ¢
ple's authority shall be punished by im- -
prisonment. :
*(2) The same punishment shall be in- .
flicted on a person propagandizing fascist o P
or-other-ideas hotsile to the people and’ = - 7
the state.” : ity <4
The daw itself is simply a statement of
the totalitarian creed ontlawing demo- S
cratic opposition. ) BT
It was in strict accordance with Yugo- - =
slav law that the parliament went !
through the farce of stripping Dedijer of: )
his immunity as a depunty, so that he R
could be brought up on criminal charges™ ="
in the first place. In. seven -minutes, with- - -~
a burst of applause, Deputy Dedijer be-
came outcast Dedijer, at the simple re-
quest of the Supreme State Prosecutor,

DEFENSE NEEDED o
At this writing, according to reports, . - -
Djilas and Dedijer are not.yet under ar-
rest. As mentioned at 'the beginning of ..
this article, the bureaucracy may think.
it-wisest to-retreat_at this conjuncture;
and leave them physically alone, at least
for a period. But if the government l
does go ahead with its threat, then
it is incumbent on Western socialists “to
react in defense of Djilas and Dedijer, |
that is, in defense of their rights. =2 l
At the Tito regime wanis -to get tough
about it, and risk displeasure and a bit of:
grumbling, there is no really good reasen:
to believe that the Western capitalist gov-
ernments will be able o do much for Djilas.
und Dedijer, or want to. But in any case it
is a duty of SOCIALISTS to raise their
voices, and stimulate voices all over the
world, to save the democratic opposition-
ists in Yugoslavia, if their necks are put
on the chopping-block, quite apart from
the extent to which any. particular social-
ist may ogree; or disagree.with-their views- :
oractans. © - R SRR
Kardelj, Tito, Rankovic .and sPiyac
will no. doubt continue to yell “Black-
mail,” but.in spite of this—in fact, be-
cause of this—it isthe British Laborites
who should thunder “Hands off ‘Djilas:
and Dedijer”; it is the German-Social-
Democrats; it is the Indian socialists and-
Nehruites -whom the ‘Titoists want to.
Wwoo; it is the socialists of the world, in-
¢luding -American socialists, who should:
try to make -this case an internatienal
Sacco-Vanzetti scandal.

Re Those Well-Known ‘Model Exploiters,
The Belgian Colonialists in the Congo.

The Belgian Congo is sometimes cited
as an example of “enlightened’” colonial-
ism. Following is a brief note on it (from
Toward Freedom, Dec. issue) by the
president of CORE, who returned from
Africa o few months ago.—Ed.

By GEORGE HOUSER

In the Belgian Congo race is a strong
factor. I felt I was to some degree being
prepared for what I expected in South
Africa.

In spite of the fact that theoretically
an ‘African, by becoming educated and
adopting 'Western ways, can be raised to
the status of an “evolué” and therefore
be looked upon as a2 European, I didn’t
see any such person in my travels around
the Congo. There undoubtedly were some
“evolved” Africans in the Congo, but
they would have to carry papers to prove
it ...

The population of the Congo is about
12,000,000, of which about 100,000 are

Europeans. But as in South Africa, the
urban areas are the domain of the white
man. There are definite African sections
of all Congo cities. There is a curfew—
no African allowed downtown without a
permit. after 9 pm.

In the post offices, a white person can
go in front of any Africans who may
have been in line waiting for service for
some time. In railroad stations there are
entrances and ticket windows for “In-
digéne” and “Européen.” The govern-
ment controls the influx of Africans to
urban areas by making it obligatory for
an African to have a permit allowing him
to go to a city.

_ Altheugh the Belgians claim that they
dre slowly going to bring some changes
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into the picture, the pattern which obvi-

ously prevails is one of.segregation. Vo
There. are no-political rights for any-

one. Real colonial administration is from.

Europe. There are no elections and no':

legislature, >

. But there is a set policy of secial wel-

fare. The business enterprise of the Con-

go rests upon the base of African labor.

The Belgians treat their labor in as en-

lightened a way -as they think is practi-

cal. “There :are  minimum wage laws.

There is free thospitalization required by

employers. In addition to a wage, a cer-

tain amount is stipulated for rations

either payable in cash or in actual food

allotment. The government subsidizes

the mission schools, regardless of denomi-

nation, so long as they meet certain

standards. :
Furthermore, housing iz provided for

workers by companies. The housing proj-

ects of the large companies such as the

railroad, or the Union Miniére du Haut

Katanga (the powerful copper mining

company in Katanga province) are very’

neat and contrast with the mud and stick-

houses of the African seen in rural areas! -

Finally, the Congo administration is try= - %

ing to protect the African from a pos- =~ %

sible influx of European immigrants. That
It is difficult for a white person to meet '

the conditions demanded by the govern-

ment of any settler. The gevernment does

not want poor whites on its hands. So a

settler has to put into a special bank ac-

count $1000 for himself and another

$1000 for his wife, as well as $500 for

each child to guarantee that if his busi:/" . 5?

ness enterprise “does mot make good,
money will be on hand to send the fami
home.
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January 10, 1955

- The Aftack on the

American Indians

Following are onalysis and-reports on

- the Eisenhower administration’s pro-
grom to terminate federal respongibility
jor American Indian tribal communities,

. provided by the Association on Americen

“Indian: Affairs, whick’ pubdishes Indian
Affairs as its bulletin. :

The. first section-below i8 by the Asso-
_ciation’s chairman; Oliver La:Farge. The
“#est is’ condensed from: Indian-Affairs.

In. overwhelming mejority, informed

| friends of fair treatment of the Indiang

« fiane condemned: this governmental pro-
" gram, ag anw abandonment of ‘the Indians
..after failive to prepare them. for inte-
~gration. :
By OLIVER LA FARGE

The 1955 prospect for American In-
.dian progress and welfare is increasingly
ominous. Federal policy and action in
“Indian affairs the past year showed little
if any effective concern to protect and
conserve the Indian landed estate or the
right of Indians to an Indian identity,

In the recent record, both the land and
the people are under attack. More than
half a million acres of Indian lands were
stripped of protective safeguards in the
Jast 12 wonths, Tribal authority and
fribal chieftainship are being challenged.
- The '“termination" program bhegins to
look fess and less like o mere effort to end
federal  jurisdiction and more and more
like o plan' to-obliterate Indian life from
the American scene.

The United States does not have an
enviable record in its treatment of the
Indians, but for a brief period—at most
ihe last generation—the nation embarked
on an enlightened and honorable course.
The Indians were given a chance to gov-
ern themselves, to work toward economic
independence, and to keep Indian ways

~ of:thinking and living that they cherish

as right and good. )

. The promise of that period is rapidly

vanishing, Unless the: present vicious
" trénd is reversed, 1956 -may add 2 black

and shameful chapter to’ our history.

From INDIAN AFFAIRS

‘Before the 83rd Congress adjourned,
six Indian. groups were “t,en'nina_t,ed.”
Strongly opposed in ‘the congressional
hearings were proposals which were
shown, in testimony of Indians, officials,
and others, to disregard factors essential
to-an orderly and equitablé end of federal
jurisdietion.

These necessary conditions are: effec-
tive Indian odjustment to American life;
economic conditions adequate for decent
standards of living; Indian willingness to
dispense with federal aid; and readiness
of the states to assume responsibility.

Among Florida Seminoles, for exam-
ple, illiteracy was proved to be more
than 90 per cent. The Turtle Mountain
Chippewas of North Dakota and the
Kansas-Nebraska tribes were shown to
need more federal economic aid, not ter-
mination. Flatheads of Montana proved
“unwilling to accept termination; and
New York State Indians refused to en-
dorse an end of their treaty status. In
California, the legislature memorialized
Congress on April 8, 1954 against legis-
ilation to terminate California Indians.
None of the bills for these Indian groups
were enacted.

Two termination acts, by ending federal
requlation of valuable Indian natural re-
sources, are almost certain to make con-
servation impossible. Menomini and Klo-
math timber, heretofore used on sustained-
yield principles, will be open to unregu-

_lated exploitation and exhaustion.

Whatever the effect of these enact-
ments on Indian individuals, there can be
little doubt that they are weighted, eco-
nomically and legally, against Indian tri-
bal life. Indian reactions are only begin-
ning to come in. Rumblings of discontent
are already reported among the Uintah-
Ourays; and, according to mewspaper ac-
counts, the Menominis — thought to be
substantially in agreement with termina-
tion—are already disillusioned anfl are
warning other tribes to guard against a

similar fate.
L ]

ABANDONMENT PROGRAM

* The proposal to terminate four b:ack-
~ward groups of Paiute-Shoshone Indians
of Utah (Now Public Law 762) was a
test of: administration attitudes. Its en-
actitient ‘is_ominous/in-the extreme. - — -

Admittedly, these Utah Indians—as’

appears- in the Interior Department’s
own reports—are poorly-educated, with
many illiterate; and very poor, with more
than half wholly or partly dependent on
eharity and velief. Their average income
is less than one-half -that of non-Indian
neighbors.

» .Apparently -aware of the facts; the
B3rd Congress did not include them im

© its ‘original fermination program. The

late addition of a bill to terminate them

‘was ‘justified, not by their readiness, but -

by the argument thatlittle had been done
or was being.done for them by the fed-
eral government and they would be bet-
ter off on their own. It was also gener-
ally understood that these (at first six)
bands wanted an end of their Federal
status.

+ Unexpectedly, inquiries by the. Associ-
ation and others brought prompt protests
from two bands — the Washakie and
Skull Valley Shoshones—that they did
not want termination. The House struck
these two groups from the bill; the Sen-
ate and House also concurred, after the
evidence of the hearings, in additional
amendments to safeguard the Indians’
oil and other subsurface property rights
for the next ten years.

But the final act terminated two other
bands whose protests reached the Asso-
ciation and were transmitted to Congress
in May-—the Indian Peaks and Koosh-
arem Paiutes; and did not meet the fun-
damental objection that unprepared,
backward Indians are being terminated
before federal obligations have been mets

This action apparently commits both ad-
ministration and Congress o a more dros-
tic, precipifate ‘''termination” progrom

By JUAN REY

Lechin’s "Workers Congress’ Ends an Era

than anything put forward earlier. If it is
a portent, it means that the Indians whe
have been most neglected—and who are
therefore most. entitled to increased fed-
eral consideration until national obliga-
tions are met—may be in line for what is
literally “abandonment.”

STATE DISCRIMINATION

The 1953 repeal of the-antiquated fed-

eral Indian liquor laws is being followed
by prompt action in a number of states
to end' the contimiing discrimination of
state Indian liquor laws and restrictive
provisions of state constitutions.
' Nebraska and Iowa courts this year
ruled unconstitutional state laws prohib-
iting sale of liquor to Indians. New Mex-
ico and “Arizona repealed diseriminatory
clauses in ‘state constitution. In Idaho,
where the constitutionality of the state
liquor law is being challenged in the Su-
preme Court, the Association has filed a
brief amicus curiae.

Indians, however, still fear state juris-
diction and local justice with reason. The
efiort of San Diege County, California, to
deny Indians county relief wos defeated
in higher courts only this July. Weeks ear-
lier, the federal courts threw out Arizona's
effort to win federal support for a Social
Security program for the disabled that
excludes Indians.

Fishing and hunting rights, based on
ancient treaties, are still locally chal-
lenged. It took court action. this. year in
Idaho to -validate Indian hunting rights,
and in Washington, currently, alleged in-
fringement of Indian fishing rights is
reported.

SANTIAGO—The recent “workers’ congress” in Bolivia signalized the
end of the revolutionary period in that country. i

The idea of a “workers’ congress” emerged in Bolivia after the
1952 victory of the workers over the army. It was then looked on not
only as the “workers’ parliament,” the instrument of workers’ control
over the government, but also as the organ of the future workers’ power,

Two years have passed before
the congress could be organized.
The reason for this delay was the
fear of the ruling Nationalists that
the congress could make serious
trouble for them if it was convoked
before the consolidation in power of the
MNR, the Nationalist party. The convo-
cation depended in practice on the
“workers’ minister” in the government,
Juan Lechin, as general secretiary of the
trade-union federation (Central Obrera
Boliviana).

In 1952 the situation was that the COB
and Lechin could easily have become mas-
ters of the country if they had really
wanted to. Only now has fhe "workers’
congress” been brought together—now
that the revolutionary wave has passed,
now that the MNR Nationalists have con-
solidated #heir position, now that Lechin
has been dismissed from the cabinet and
has gone "back #o his base."”

At the congress Lechin presented a re-
port on his own activity in the regime
and a general accounting of the “national
revolution.”” In the first place, he defend-
ed his own policy against attacks from
the “left,” that is, from the Stalinists
and from the Trotskyist POR.

LECHIN AND STALINISTS

Lechin argued, in self-defense, that
the nationalization of the mines has
“emancipated” the Bolivian workers
from the yoke of the foreign capitalist,
that it gave the mines to the workers so
that they are now working under “work-
ers’ control.” He rejected the charge that
the Nationalist regime has capitulated
to U, 8. imperialism and surrendered oil
and iron concessions to U. S. enterprises.
With regard to agrarian policy, he de-
fended the bourgeois agrarian reform
-carried through by the regime, which cre-
ated a new layer of small landholders and
organized the Indian peasants in the

unions. Aecording to. Lechin, “workers’

control” is.the greatest conguest .of ‘the

proletariat, becanse, ke said, the workers"

even control the foreign export of tin,
that is, 80-per cent of Belivia’s foreign-
trade.

Lechin thus identifies "workers’ control”
with the controls of the Mationalist re-
gime and its bureaucracy, in the same #o-
falitarian way as do the Stalinists (for
whom, also, anything belonging to the
state is also automatically spoken of as
belonging to the "people”).

But this similarity did not prevent him

from making a severe attack on Stalinist

poliecy in Russia and elsewhere. The con-

gress was given a very serious criticism’

of Stalinism among the masses not only

‘in South America but in the world as a’

whole. Never before was Stalinism so
vigorously attacked for its treachery to
the revolution, its exploitation of the
workers, its bureaucratic totalitarian re-
rime, and its international imperialist
policy.

In this respect the Bolivian workers’
congress shows that the Bolivian workers
have remained immune to Stalinist prop-
aganda and organizational methods be-
cause their revolutionary sentiment is
higher historically than the Stalinist pol-
icy. But the defeat of Stalinism was ob-
tained not from the standpoint of revolu-
tionary socialism but of nationalism. It
is quite possible today for nationalism in
the backward semi-colonial countries to
overcome Stalinism politically insofar as
it can be progressive.

IN MNR GRIP

The workers' congress, under the lead-
ership of Lechin and the nationalist
eroup of ex-Trotskyist leaders (Moller,
Salazar, Mercado, Zegada), was trans-

‘formed from an organ of workers’ con-

trol over the government into an instru-
ment of ‘petty-bourgeois.nationalist con-
trol over the workers. It did not raise
the problem of a worker's government,
the deepening of the revolution, the na-
-tionalization “of industry, the banking
‘system- and- foreign trade, the old -pro-

- ‘gram-of: the left-parties--Only -the ex<

Local discrimination against Indians
continues in northwestern Nebraska, cul-
minating this year in two cases of vio-
lence. In one a Pine Ridge Sioux named
Broken Rope was fataly shot by the
Gordon, Nebraska, chief of police. In
Chamberlain, South Dakota, local preju-
dice against Indians living in the town or
attending the schools proved so strong
that plans to transfer the Ft. Thompson
agency to Chamberlain were counter-
manded.

e

UNDERMINING A PEOPLE

After Congress adjourned, the House
Committee on Interior and Insular Af-
fairs. issued a report-in late September
which has just come to hand. It declares
a long series of tribes ready for termina-
tion enactments within five years—based
on 1952 opinions of local officials of the
Indian Bureau. Taking a strong poesition
for rapid assimilation.and against Indian
tribalism, it makes the flat statement:
“The Indians as a whole have adopted
the civilization and moral valaes of west-
ern civilization and :must be dealt with
having these considerations in mind”—
an-assertion contrary-to .the findings o
most first-hand observers.

A few years ogo the Hoover Commis
sion Task Force on Indian Affairs said:
"The desfruction of Indian tribal govern-
ment, the liquidation of tribal orgoniza-
tion, and thé hostility to all Indian ways
and culture that choracterized so much of
government policy now appears to have
been a mistake which defeated rather than
furthered the government's ultimate ob-
jectives."

Current policy makers could well take
note of that apt criticism, and of the
enlightened Task Force statement on as-
similation: “People move from one base
to another, and move slowly. The loss of
an existing base before-a new base has
been consolidated means simply frustra=
tion and degeneration.” D

Behind the fear and despair among
Indians-today is apprehension that their

2

right to Indian identity itself is being de~- .+

liberately undermined.

“workers’ deputy” Salamanca, in the.
name of the Liga Obrera Revolucionaria,
presented these socialist demands'in his
“workers’ ‘program,” but his voice was
silenced by Lechin’s well-organized ma-
Jority. e

On the contrary, the congress, kept welf

in hand by Lechin, confirmed and approved

all the Mationalist policies, even the ton-
cessions to the U. S. .which are so unpopu-
lar among the Bolivian masses. Victor Pax
Estenssoro, the president of Bolivia, was:
hailed as the "economic liberator:”" and
Lechin was re-elected secretary of the
<OoB. :
_In spite of attacks by the CP and the
POR, the congress was so organized and-
prepgred by the Lechin caucus that op—
position was absolutely eliminated, and:
the MNR controlled the discussion and
all resolutions. Thus the congress demon-
strated the Nationalists’ stability in con-
trol of the state power and their control
of the workers’ movement.

FAREWELL TO REVOLUTION

It represented farewell to the soeial
re_'volution to which the workers had as-
pired, a farewell of the Nationalist Tevo-
lutions to its own tempestuous period. It
was the end-product of the fact that the
achievements of the national revolution
had remained within the bounds of purely
bourgeois and state-capitalist reforms,’
had never broken out of these bounds and
into the social revolution which the worlk-
ers and the country had demanded.

The nationalization of the mines had
liberated neither the working class nor
Bolivia; within the bounds, it had helped
to create only a new stratum of the Na-
tionalist bureaucracy and the Nationalist
bourgeoisie, who now are masters of the
situation and the new exploiters of the
workers. Bolivia has not been liberated
economically, but rather depends more
thn.z ever on U. 8. policy. The Nationalist
reglme"has given the U. S. political and
economical concessions, and is alive only

.thanks to U. 8. assistance.

The real historical need for social revo~
lution was replaced by = petty-bourgeois
farce, by a Nationalist imitation of the
revolution. Now the workers’ congress
had liquidated this period of imitation
and begun a period of -brutal bourgeois’
restoration, that is, of the victory of
state capitalism and private capitalism
over thie .workers’-demands and -the so-
cialist- program. Perhaps the MNR is the
St S tTard“to"Task pagel '
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War or Depression — —

{Continued from page 1]

mates, will hardly overtake the increased
productivity. This means that the hiring
which is going on now in some industries
will be offset by layoffs elsewhere, or in
the same industries later in the year. To
this must be added the increase in the
labor foree which takes place annually,
and the possibility that the number of
men in the armed services may be re-
duced somewhat.

From the long-run point of view, the
shudders of the bankers and government
economists are quite understandable, Al-
though all of them are very much re-
lieved at the relative ease with which
this recession was overcome, and can feel
that they now have a breathing-spell in
which to prepare themselves for the next
one, the over-all picture is not one which
can really inspire confidence.

THE CURSE

The recession which began in the fall
of 1953 was generally ascribed to over-
stocked inventories in both industrial raw
materials, semi-finished goods, and fin-
ished #consumer items. Many writers
seemed to feel that if it could be demon-
strated that this was “merely” an “in-
ventory recession,” the curse would be
taken off it. {Lhe idea seemed to be that
since an overstock of inventory could be

ascribed to poor planning by purchasers,
the “cure” would be working off the in-
ventories and then planning more care-
fully in the future.

All of this was nonsense. Industry and
all aspects of the economy, as well as
consumption, were booming along at rec-
ord rates in 1953. But despite the high
level of production and consumption ell
along the line, commodities began to pile
up and clog the pores of the economy. In
other words, that stivation demonstrated
that the economy tends to produce more
than it can consume, a fact which Marxists
have pointed to as a bosic feature of capis
talism for a hundred years.

So production was cut back and the in-~
ventories were absorbed. But what con-
fidence can this inspire in the future?
One of the things which prevented the
slump from becoming to deep was con-
tinued plant expansion during 1954, Add-
ed to this is the new flowering of auto-
mation which will increase productivity
manyfold while cutting down the num-
bers of Wworkers in the basie production
industries.

MOTIVES IN AUTO

All that means is that the factors
which led to the inventory pile becoming
too high are still in operation, and ecan
be counted on to reproduce the same sit-

Fears & Doubts — —

{Continued from page 1)

what it may cost, and how much a worker
may benefit. These guestions are obvious-
ly ‘too simple to be answered.)

Harris says, for example: The guaran-
teed annual wage is more likely to be
successful and to do a minimum harm to
the economy, or even do positive good, if
it is introduced in a high employment
economy. Neither Harris nor the TAW
-answers the question: Will there be a
high employment economy in the next
period? If there is one (comparable, say,
to the World War II period), why should
-the fight be for steady jobs? In wartime

_that existed automatiecally.

if we are entering a period of not-so-
figh employment — “chreonic unemploy-
ment"” is the word Harris used at one point
—shouldn't the struggle for a shorter work
week be included in ony grand sfrategy?
No answers.

BIG QUALIFCATIONS

Another Harris qualification: If large
recourse is made to reserve financing at
least until the plan affects a large part
of the economy. He estimates, as does
this writer, that on the basis of previous
auto industry records, the equivalent of
10 cents an hour per employee per year
would be required to build up the kind of
fund the UAW is talking about. Mean-
while, the auto workers would get little
if anything, and if the industry dove-
tailed its model changeovers with regu-
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lar produection as they did in 1950, the
cost would be negligible to the employers
in the future.

More qualifications: If there are built-
in safety features, devises such as limita-
tions on the percentage of payrolls to be
charged to it (a 5 per cent charge would
be equivalent to the 10 cents we men-
tioned), and reductions of workers to be
covered in industry suffering from large
technological and/or demand changes.
The UAW seems to be completely in the
dark on this second point. What is the
actual impact of automation in concrete
figures? What about fluctuations in the
car market? Silence!

A very big qualification: If declining
industries are not touched. In auto this
means no GAW demand on anthing but
the Big Three, and if Chrysler doesn’t
recover it could limit the demand to Gen-
eral Motors and Ford. What about the
rest of the industry, the vendors, the
tool and die shops, and the whole aircraft
industry covered by UAW contracts
now? Not to mention the agricultural-
implement industry. What plan does the
UAW propose for this section of the
union? No answer, at least not vet, after
a three-year study on proposed guaran-
teed annual wage plans.

Harris’ last qualification: If the prob-
lem is integrated with unemployment
compensation and hence cost reduced; if
the incentive to move into growing occu-
pations. and regions is not: dulled exces-
sively by paying under the guaranteed
annual wage the full wage but rather
something Iess.

ACHILLES HEEL

Since Weinberg said in his report that
most of the qualifications or “ifs” ins
Harris' paper were taken care of by
“built-in” features of the UAW plan
(which is now called a guaranteed em-
ployment plan rather than a guaranteed
wage plan) it may be presumed that for
Ford and General Motors something
along those lines will be presented as the
demand of the 1955 negotiations.

If the complications of the proposed
plan tended to make the discussion at the
Association meetings somewhat more ab-
struse, the explanations given by UAW

_ leaders at local union meetings haven't

held up either.

This is a truly extraordinary feature of
this demand by a union: For the first time
in modern union history @ major wnion is
asking for a plan that very few of its
leadership and none of its ranks under-
stand ot present. In fact, outside of a spe-
cial UAW technical committee working on
it, it is not likely that anyone in the coun-
try can be found who understands just
what the UAW is asking for.

This may well turn out to be the
Achilles’ heel of Walter Reuther” 's strat-
egy for the 1956 negotiations. For the
power of the  corporations, and the
stormy economic weather ahead for auto
employment next summer makes impera-
tive a strongly convinced rank and file to
summon it successfully into a decisive
struggle. There is no visible sign in that
direction at the present time.

‘ ample.
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nation, but at an increased intensity
zometime in the future. And the ecapital-
ists are now behaving in a way which
makes it appear that this future will be
sooner rather than later.

The automobile industry is a good ex-
Last year, the manufacturers
overproduced heavily during the first
part of the year, loaded up their dealers
with cars, and then cut back production
to a frickle during the last months of
the year.

This year they are going through the
same thing, but at an even more brutal
pace. Production is being maintained at
such high levels now that there is wide-
spread conjecture’ that the companies are
getting ready for a big strike later in
the wyear, or at the very least want to
have an enormous backlog of ears so that
when they sit down at the bargaining
table with the United Automobile Work-
ers they will be in a strong pOSIthn to
talk tough.

That may be one factor in the frantic
pace at which automobiles are being pro-
duced, with the widespread reaction this
has in the steel and other industries. An-
other fatecor is the deadly competitive
race among the various ecompanies. Each
wants to get its new models on the mar-
ket in ample supply for all possible cus-
tomers, so that none will be inclined to
go to a rival because of delayed delivery.
But if ‘the annual demand is gong to be
satisfied im great part in the early
months of the year, that simply means
that for the rest of the year the workers
and dealers will have nothing to do.

PROSPECTS

The: military sector of the economy re-
mains as a vast prop under it, as does gov-
ernment spending in general. Thus, no mat-
ter what happens in the civilian part of
the economy, activity and employment are
supported by a rate of governmental ex-
penditure which dwarfs unyﬂllng attempt-
ed by the New and Fair Deals in the way
of pump-priming. Yet it is clear that if
military expenditures are stabilized, fulll
employment and a healthy economy can
be guaranteed only if there is an annual
expansion of something in the vicinily of
$25 billion each year. And nothing coming
even close to that is likely in 1955,

Thus the prospects are: a lot of aetion
in the early months of the year stimu-
lated by auto and other industries which
have new models to offer and in which
inventories have been rediced during the
last recession; a continued high level of
government spending; unemployment of
over three million workers during most
of the year, with the number expanding
toward the end of the year.

And after that? It would be foolish to
try to predict the trends beyond that.
The exact rate at which overproduction
will again begin to have serious economie
consequences can only be estimated with
the greatest difficulty. But if the govern-
ment maintains stability in its’ expendi-
tures (and keeps operating on the basis
of a considerable deficit), it is altogether-

likely that the next dip will be deeper .

and more serious than was ‘the one of
1953-54.

Bolivia — —

{Continued from page 7}

only party capable of carrying out this
political task and of playing in Bolivia
a role similar to that of Stalinism in Rus-
sia, in spite of its criticism of Stalinism.
[Comrade Rey here is referring to his
own view that the Stalinist social system
is state-capitalism—Ed.]

True, the historieal limits of capital-
ism could not be overcome in Bolivia, and
the socialist revolution realized, because
of the economic development of the coun-
try, the state of ideological consciousness
of the workers, and in the first place, be-
cause of the international situation. In
this limited sense, the Nationalist vietory
over the workers’ movement represents
the "obJeetwe fatality of today.” But
this is not an expression of “historical
objectivity,” that is, of the historical
needs of the country, of its social and
economic development, of its future. The
reactionary “fatality” has won against
the objective historical need not only be-
cause of internal Bolivian reasons, but
because of the nature of our time, the
time of the Big Lie, of the imitations and
falsifications and ersatz-substitutes for
socialism, But no totalitarianism, no
falsification of socialism, can replace the
real historical need for socialism, which
is the only hope of mankind and the his-
torical objectivity of tomorrow.

The ISL Program

in Brief.

The Independent Socijalist League stands
for socialist democracy and against the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
olized, by any Fair. Deal or other deal, sa
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
secority or peace. It must be abolished

and replaced by a new social system, in’

which the people, own and conirel the

basic sectors of the economy, democrati- -

cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. Its agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, are
unrelenting enemies of socialism and have
nothing in common with socialism—which
cannot exist without effective democratic
control by the peopie‘.

These two camps of capitalism and Stal-
inism are foday at each other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation. This siraggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the
people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism
stands for building and strengthening the
Third Camp of the people against both
war blocs.

The ISL, os o Marxist movement, looks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized fo spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the. people.

At the same time, independent Socialists
participate dctively in every struggle to
better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We seek fo join together with alf
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out socialism, and there can be no. social
ism without demuraey. Te enrolf under
this banner, join the Independenl' Socialist
League! -
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