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Hungary Opens a New Era

With the First Revolution
Against the Stalinist System

| Victory!

At press time, Nov. I

The Hungarian Revolution is winning
a smashing and prodigious victory!

If the course of the last 48 hours is
reliably reported, the Russian attempt to
erush the revolution has collapsed in
ignominy, the Nagy regime is proclaiming
its complete capitulation to the people's
demands, and a dual power exists in the
land in the form of the Workers Coun-
cils and Revolutionary Cemmittees which
have token over the power in the major-
ity of the nation, and which are now link-
ing up nationelly.

Win or lose, we say elsewhere, the
Hungarian Revolution. is the turning-
point of the post-war era. Now, as the
possibility approaches fact that it is a
triumph for the people and for socialist
democracy, the impact of this stupendous
achievement may surpass anything we
can foresee.

The Nagy-Kadar government—which
took office under Russian guns, and day
]Jefore yesterday was directing a foreign
gecupler's massacre against its own
people—is now literally groveling before
the power of the revolution. No pledge
of democracy is too extreme for them to
intermingle with their pleas to the
people to stop fighting—even though it
iz only the faet that the people refused
to lay down arms in response to previous
pleas that causes them to capitulate now.
These long-time Stalinists are now prom-
ising complete political freedom, multi-
party system, even neutrality and a
break with the Warsaw pact, the end of
collectivization, etc., ete.

NEXT STAGE ]

There are two big question-marks:

(1) The Russian troops, which may
of may not be all out of Budapest, are
still in the ecountry in force, Will they
yet strike? No final victory can be con-
firmed until they are out.

{2) Can o revelutionory government be
formed to replace the Nagy-Kadar group,
and will it be able to consclidate a social-
ist democracy in Hungary independent of
Moscow, or are the Stalinists counting on
using ony and all concessions to keep
their foot in the government and lead it
back to totalitarianism?

Final vietory will depend on these two
unanswered questions. But whatever the
answer turns out to be, the triumph of
the revolution is already infinitely great-
er than anyone believed likely when it
started.

By HAL DRAPER
The people of Hungary have launched the first

revolution against Stalinism—the revolution to which

we have steadfastly looked forward. These are the Qctober days of the bureaucratic d1ctatorsh1p

A great new era starts,

If the people win, it can be a new era of direet socialist
struggle such as was inaugurated by the Russian “October” of
1917. If, despite all, the Hungarian people are turned back, it
will vet be a new era of socialist revolutjon such as was first
inaugurated by the Paris Commune, which was in its mne the
first workers’ revolution against :amtahs:n

The full consequences are beyond immediote reckoning. Oc-
tober 23 gives all politics a new focus.

The Hungarian people are carryving on a battle which has
few peers for heroism and sacrificing devotion to freedom in
the whole history of revolution, and no peers otherwise.

Their road was prepared by the mass actions in Czecho-
slovakia in early Jurne 1953; by the history-making “June
days" in East Germany the week after; then by the Poznan
uprising last June; finally, by the stormy street actions in Po-
land which were bridled by the Gomulka coup but which im-
pelled the Hungarian workers and students to follow suit.

But it was left to the Hungarian people to rise in the first
nationwide, mass insurrection against both the Russian mast-
ers who are foreign occupiers and the native Stalinist dicta-
tors who are their collaborators and emulators.

The whole world has seen Russian soldiers shooting down
a united Hungarian nation demanding freedom, national free-
dom and social freedom. No Communist Party in the world, ne
Stalinist movement anywhere will ever get over that discredit-
ment.

It is & body-blow against Stalinist illusions in every nation,
not least of all in the nations of the uncommitted world in Asia,
perience; not least of «ll in nations like Italy whose Commu-
nist Party embraces hundreds of thousands of workers who
genuinely believed that it stands for some kind of greater
freedom; and perhaps most of all in the case of an already
dizintegrating CP like thal in this country.

But above all, win or lose, the Hungarian Revelution is a
knockout blew against all those tendencies of despair and defeat-
ism, in the foce of the seeming invulnerability of Stalinism,
which have ripped the guts sut of so many ex-radicals since the
end of the war and turned them into cynical camp-followers of
more '‘realistic'” forms of accommodation to the stotus guo.

There are those who were overwhelmed by the image of
Stalinist power and immunity to revolt-from-below who decid-
2d that it was therefore the wave of the future for a thousand
vears, and that it could not be fought; and who capitulated to
Stalinism.

There are, in this country, the far greater number of
thoze who were frightened into a blue funk by the same image
of omnipotence, and who fled in terror and despair to the
bosom of “the West"” to defend them from this horror:

Yes, yes, your socialism wouid be a good thing if we weren't
all menaced by this monster; but how can we fight against
small things like capitalist injustice or colonialism or exploita-
tion, and think in terms of sceking a better world through the
elimination of this system, when we need these capitalists with
all of their “imperfections” to protect us against this tervrible
cologsus of Stalinigm which will make eternal slaves of all of
us unless we gink owr domestic quarrels and build H-bombs?

You talk of revolution aaainst this Fiend as if you were
which know the meaning of such a spectacle in their own ex-
still living in the 19th century;: wake up! Your working class
are oll ndoctrinated zombies manipulated by agit-prop ma-
chines which can make them all believe whatever the Politbure
decides, Just offer them two bones instead of one, and they will
cheerfully cut each other's throat in the gservice of the hang-
men. Besides, the Stalinists hdve them all convinced that,

gince theirs is a “workers' state” they the workers are the
privileged ruling class: do you expect them to rebel? The worl-
ing class of Marx, of socialist revolution, is dead avid buried. ...
Now look at this; and look at Hungary! ¢
With this smug and ignorant contempt for the masses,

they inflated and glorified the might and unconquerahleness of =

the Stalinist despotism, rhagnified its solidity, exalted its per-
manence, until the only thing left to do was to beg the right to
elasp hands with Franco, Chiang, Adenauer, Rhee and other
paladins of anti-Communism who could be counted on to shield
us from the Fiend, and fo get used to the idea that our Ameri-
can haven of contentment and prosperity would have to be
defenided by such neans even if the globe has to be blown apart
by H-bombs to do it.
The Hungarian Revolution explodes all that.

Without in the least derogating the phenomenal role play-
ad by the students and youth (for which see page 5), it is the
working class of Hungary, as it was the working class of Po-
land last week, which has provided the cadres, the bases, the
masses, the embattled brigades and undaunted phalanxes of
the first revolution against Stalinism.

So also it was the workers who made the Poznan upruv.mg'.
It was the revolutionary working class that pioneered in fac-
ing Russian tanks in the East German June days. It was the
Czech working class which was the first, chronelogically, to
break out in rebellion against the Stalinist regime in 1953.

Everywhere in every country, as the fever-line of revolution
has been mounting against the Stalinist power since the famous
20th Congress, the vanguard is a working class that consciously
counterposes, to the Stolinist system of totulitarian collectivism,
their democratic socmlh! aspirations through a dzma:rni-ic pro-
gram for the overthrow of the bureaucracy.

Everywhere in the Stalinist world, the only live enemy of
the tyranny is the workers' soeialist revolution,

None of this depends on who finally wins in Hungary in
this present battle.

It is only two decades since thiz Stalinist system came to
its maturity in the '30s in the firet country which was its vie-
tim. It is over two cenluries since the growing-up of capitalism
in its first eradleland, and it is enly in our time that its social
disintegration is proceeding apace through much of the world.

Two decades, and two centuries! What an unstable, ha-
tred-ridden, crisis-ridden society is this one that was painted
as the impenetrable monolith of the theories invented by de-
serters and faint-hearts.... .

They looked upon the people behind the Iron Curtain as if
they were cut off from the world forever, lost souls doomed to
wallow in a nightmare of mindless oppression without end, a
fate from which we could be saved only by reconciling our-
selves with the enemy of this enemy, ecapitalism, But the so-
cialist revolution reaches across all borders.

It is now the socialist revolution against Stalinism which gives
new life ond new substance to the socialist struggle against
capitalism.

The Hungarian Revolution lifts an incubus off the soeial-
ist movement in the West. And every advance of the socialist
movement in the West will free the Hungarian fighters from
the besetting fear that eapitalist reaction can take advantage
of their struggle—the fear that Stalinism utilizes demagogic-
ally to smear the revolution.

It is our socialism they are fighting for,

A new perspective opens for warld socialism. A new wind
iz blowing into the world from the east. Thiz is the big mean-
ing of the Hungarian Revolution.



Chrysler Poses Cruel
Dilemma for UAW

By JACK WILSON
Detroit, Oct. 28

Preoccupied by the most intensive con-
centration of ‘work and energy ever seen
in a political campaign, United Auto
Workers leaders are paying little atten-
tion to the significance of the increasing
mnumber of wildeat strikes and other
signs of unrest in the auto shops.

" Chrysler is the main battleground be-

tween the ranks and the corporations.
In its determined effort to recapture its
place as one of the Big Three—it is a
‘poor third now—Chrysler is putting into
effect the General Motors and Ford work
standards that its president L. L. Col-
bert said it would.

Consequently, the eight major Chrys-
ler plants—Automotive Body (formerly
Briggs), Chrysler, Dodge, DeSoto, Dodge
Truck, Plymouth, Nine-Mile Press Plant,
and Trenton—are in constant turmoil.

Last week, angered Press plont workers
walked out in protest over company up-
grading policies (and it's a moot contract
point if the company was wrengl; the
subsequent events shocked UAW leaders.
The violence of the feelings of the men
came as a surprise. They were so fough
on the wild cat picket lines that even
state police stayed o prudent distance
away. .

At a special meeting, international
union representatives were booed off the
floor. When Chrysler threatened an in-
junction and law suits, and the UAW
ordered the men to return, they did, for
a day. After the company fired the al-
leged ringleaders, the men walked out
again. Since this is a key suppliier plant,
all work schedules in all Chrysler plants
were disrupted.

" The ranks are torn hetween the desire
to worlg, (for many of them were laid off
a long time, and half of Chrysler's area
employees. have mot been called back at
all) and the desire for a showdown with
Chrysler once and for all. Five local
unions already have taken strike votes.

Each demand for more production in
the shops brings another speed-up fight;
Chrysler keeps insisting that its employ-
ees meet GM work standards. Although
the UAW admits some GM work stand-
ards are too high, it takes time to change
that longestablished practice in GM,

So the rank and file and the UAW lead-
ers are split by cruel dilemmas. A gop be-
$ween the ranks and the leadership grows,
aithough the UAW' does more fighting to
preserve ifs gains than any other wunion.
It's just that ne union, or no limited trade-

- union policy, can solve the kind of prob-
iems that a working ciass faces in a con-
sumers' goods industry whose ups and
downs in production sales and employment
keep everyone in a perpetual stote of
anxiety. .

GAP IS GROWING

General Motors is so far superior as a
massive industrial machine that it could
easily run Chrysler out of business, as
has happened to so many companies in
accordance with the inexorable laws of
the concentration of wealth and capital.

GM is suffieiently worried about this
to ‘make offers to Chrysler to build im-
portant Chrysler parts at far less cost
than Chrysler ¢an make them. In one
case, GM's proposal would save Chrysler
$0,000,000, But the logic of that policy
is, of course, for GM to build all Chrys-
ler parts, and cars too.

. The prospect of the auto industry be-
coming a Big Two, or more exactly One
and a Half—for Ford found out that
competing with Chevrolet isn't as easy
as its publicists said—frightens the
TAW leaders too. It may surprise many
people, but the changes in the auto End.us-
try are so great that the UAW is not
primarily an auto union any more, nor
ix the East Side region of Detroit the
center of the auto workers' strength. It
fras become one of the smallest regions in
America. - ]

In terms of human beings, this means
that more and more auto workers with
large seniority find themselves jobless
and cast-off in their 40s. By 1958 at least
150,000 seniority workers in the auto in-
dustry will be permanently displaced.

“In this kind of economic process— which

the ranks feel but do not fully understand
—#trying to solve ‘union problems on ordi-
nary union levels just doesn't answer the
questions, ond thus the gap between the
ranks and the leaders grow. The sharpest
manfiestation of this trend is the increas-
ing number of wildeats, which are a blind
outburst of rage at the changing pattern
of the auto industry. -

The current issue of Fortune magazine
has quite a significant article on how the
TAW did its part to keep Studebaker in
business, by allowing its absolutely fab-
ulous work conditions to return to a
“competitive” standard. Later the UAW
even tolerated wage cuts, since the UAW
feared -to take the blame for Studebaker
going out of business.

In this case, the dilemmas of the union
movement -are posted most acutely. In
the act of helping keep the company in
business, the UAW loses its influence
with a sizable minority (if not majority)
of workers, who feel let down gel:ause
their work load is increased. Later, when
the company goes uz%ler anyway, as is
indicated for Studebaker just as it hap-
pened to Hudson, Packard, ete, the
union still hasn't solved the basic prob-
lem of johs, for it can’t.

STUDEBAKER-TYPE CRISIS

On a much larger seale, the ecrisis at
Studebaker is now facing the UAW at
Chrysler, with every indication that the
final result will be the same, unless the
American economy has an_upswing that
no one predicts, or unless Chrysler pulls
a miracle and regains its place.

Nor is the basic problem solved by

.ﬁghting for a good plank like the UAW”s

new program of a shorter work-week,
That helps in the sense that the UAW
shows the unemployed it is doing its part
on a trade-union level to bring at least
part of them back, by spreading out
work. But the impact of automation is
bound to have a bigger effeet on the total
work foree than any gains the TUAW
makes in cutting down the work sched-
ules.

What is indicated is that the time has
come when the UAW will have to think in
terms of large social solutions to its presss
ing union problems.

Why should America build more than
& million cars a year? Why shouldn’t the
huge production facilities of the auto in-
dustry be used for something other than
unnecessary cars which people can't

‘buy? The auto industry can build 12,000,-

000 cars yearly!

Why not combine idle plants and idle
workers to build socially useful and
necessary products? These questions
raise, of course, the rock-bottom ques-
tion: why allow the jungle laws of cap-
italism to operate at such a cost to hu-
man beings in the aute industry?

o Y

ISL, SP SPEAKERS
AT PHILLY MEETING

Fhila., Oct. 28

A successful pre-election forum held
by the Philadelphia ISL at the St. James
Hotel heard Albert Gates, national see-
retary of the League, on “The Choice in
the ‘56 Election.,” A second speaker,
Arthur Bertholf, treasurer of the Phila-
delphia branch of the Socialist Party,
briefly outlined the SP’s election plat-
form and explained how to cast a write-
in vote for Hoopes and Friedman.

Gates summarized the current U. S.
political scene, analyzed the lack of real
choice for voters as between the Republi-
can and Demoeratic Parties, and gave a
good introduction to the idea of an inde-
pendent labor party to those hearing an
ISL speaker for the first time. He urged
the audience to cast a socialist vote this
vear by voting for the SP candidates.

The ISL had originally proposed a de-
bate on this subject to the local ADA,
which refused even to acknowledge three
‘communications sent to them. A local
church forum group and a local pacifist
organization has had a similar experi-
ence with the ADA,
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.against Pres.

By EMIL MODIC
Pittaburgh, Oct. 28
rank - and - file rebellion
David J. MeDonald is
sweeping the big locals of the Steelwork-
ers in the Pittsburgh area.

The issues which have brought the
oppoesition to life are: (1) the $2 boost
in union dues passed at the recent Steel-
workers’ convention; (2) the $10,000
raise given to MecDonald at.the same
time, making his salary $50,000 a year;
(3) the undemocratic way in which the
dues increasé was rammed through the
convention.

The rebellion began in the Jones and
Laughlin Hazelwood Plant in Pittsburgh
when a former vice-president of the local
circulated a petition protesting the con-
vention action. A wvast majority of the
membership signed it.

The movement quickly spread to Me-
Donald’s home local, Local 1272 at the
J. & L. Southside Works in Pittsburgh,
which also signed petitions. Within a few
days, petitions were cireulating in virtu-
ally every mill within 30 miles of Pitts-
burgh.

About ten days ogo, a formal opposis
tion group was organized with headquart-
ers in McKeesport. It first took the name
of Steeiworkers for Democratic Action
(a name reminiscent of the UE Members
for Democrotic Action, which was the
name of the opposition group to the Stal-
inists in the old UE). At the first meeting,
however, the name was changed to Dues
Protest Commitiee.

So far about fifty locals have affiliated.
The chairman of the committee is Don
C. Rarick of Loeal 2227, Irvin Works of
U.S. Steel. This is the local that Me-
Donald accused of being “Trotskyite”
when it opposed him at the convention,

The committee charges that the recent
Los Angeles convention was “undemo-
cratic and dictatorial.” It says that on
the vote to raise dues, opposition speak-
ers were denied the floor, that ineligible
members of the staff voted, and that Me-
Donald denied a roli-call vote,

GIRD FOR ACTION

The program of the Dues Protest Com-
mittee is two-fold:

(1) It demands a special convention of
the union t{o rescind the dues increase.
Under the union’s constitutionp if one-
guarter of the locals ask for a special
convention, one must be called, About
700 locals would have to ask for the con-
vention.

(2) The committee hopes to enter a
slate against McDonald in the election of
officers coming up February next year.
The Steelworkers do not elect officers at
the convention but do so by membership
referendum, like the Mine Workers.,

The committee asks that all locals

(Organized

- which send protest petitions calling for

a new convention notify the committee
of this action, addressing Dues Protest
Committes, P. 0. Box 221, McKeesport,
Pa.

By and large, the leaders of the move-
ment seem to be locol union leaders now
out of office or holding minor office. Prob-
ably some of these local union figures see
in the movement a way to regain local
office, or to gain it in the first place. There
is no question that the movement is very
popular. Many of the leaders are men wheo
backed the wnsuccessful condidacy of
Joseph T. Moloney for vice-president in a
special election last year.

The committee has attempted to get
William J. Hart, district Director of
Distriet 19, Allegheny Valley, to an-
nounce against MeDonald for the presi-
deney. So far Hart has said nothing. It
is generally believed that Hart was the
moving figures in the eandidacy of Mo-
loney last year.

Even if the committee does pot sue-
eceed in putting together a slate for the
top offices, it seems most probable that
gome pro-MeDonald distriet directors
will be toppled next spring. One who
seems sure to be defeated is John Sulli-
van, director of the Monongahela Valley,
Distriet 15. At present the Monongahela
Valley is the center of the protest move-
ment.

McDonald himself has so far refused

Rebellion Sweeping Steel
- Union in Pittsburgh Area

to discuss the  protest movement, bLut
staff men and pro-MeDonald distriet di-
rectors are working overtime to put out
the fire. They have been able-to take
some locals out of the movement.

In Ambridge, Michael Zahorsky, an
employee of Loecal 1211 of J. & L. Ali-
quippa Works, has been fired from his
job on the local union payroll for sup-

porting the protest movement. It should

be stressed that he was on the payroll of
the local union, and not on the interna-
tional staff,

One thing that prevents district di-
rectors and their staff from jumping in-
to the fight is the fact that they got
raises along with McDonald. And half of
the dues increase is remitted to the locals,
so there is a strong incentive for local
union officers to go along with the in-
crease. :

HARD WAY AHEAD

As this is written, it appears probable
that the movement will be defeated un-
less it can win over some distriet direc-
tors to active support. It is very hard
for a rank-and-file group to buck an in-
ternational with 1000 staff people at its
disposal, with expense accounts, offices,
cars, telephones, mimeographs, lawyers,
and the like, (A moderately strong work-
ers’ politieal party, if one existed in the
country, could turn the tide in favor of
the opposition, however.)

But whatever the outcome, the myth
that McDonald represents the mood of the

- steel workers, and that his pompous class-

collaborationist pesing is popular, has
been broken. We think that i+ will be a
long time before McDonald will dage #o
tour a steel mill again on one of his famous
good-will tours with management. The re-
ception might be very embarrassing,

The Dues Protest Committee has gone
out of its way to make clear that it is
not anti-union. Tt is well that it has, as
this is the charge that the administra-
tion forces are beginning to bring agaigst
it.

We think the committee could go
further and elaborate a positive pro-
gram, This might include: (1) yvearly
conventions; (2) wearly election of of-
ficers; (3) drastic reduction of officers
salaries; (4) more autonomy for loeals:
(5) more attention to organizing the un-
organized, particularly in the South:
and (6) the drive for a 30-hour week
with 40-hours pay to head off the unem-
ployment whieh automation will surely
bring in the next feiw years.

o by

HOW TO
WRITE-IN

The Socialist Party has put out in-
strqctions on how to write in the names
of its candidates in this election. The
following, issuved in New York, applies
specifically to a write-in on voting ma-
chines in New York State:

(1) When you go to the polls, take a
peneil having black lead with you.

_(2) Once inside the booth, look about
six inches above the ballot voting lines
(wi_th voting levers or pointers) of the
major parties, just above the referenda
section, You will see a square slot in the
upper left-hand corner and a line of
narrow slanting slots across the ma-
chine. The square slot, marked “1,” is
where you write in, with a pencil, for
president and vice-president. This slot is
directly above the line on the machine
w_here the major party presidential ean-
didates are listed. Lift up the sliding
panel covering this slot and write in
with your pencil, “Electors for Darling-
ton Hoopes & Samuel H. Friedman.”

(3) Now go to the first slanting slot,
marked number “2" just to the right of
the presidential square slot, lift up the
sliding panel, and write in “JOSEPH G.
GLASS,” the name of the Socialist Par-
ty's New York State candidate for 17, 8.
Senator in 1956. This slot, of course, is
directly above the place on the ballot
where the major party candidates are
listed. .
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From Demonstrations to Barricades to Revolutionary Councils and Armed Combat:

How the Hungarian Revolution Unfolded

BY BERNARD CRAMER & SAM TAYLOR

The Hungarian Revolution broke
out Tuesday, October 23, in Buda-
pest with the presentation of a de-
tailed political program for social-
ist freedom backed by mass rallies
and demonstrations.

Much is still unknown, the unrolling

of events is clouded, there are contradie-

tory reports on many aspeets, and any
attempt to piece the picture together
must be very tentative probably marked
with errors, But here is how it locks now.

The events of the historic day seem to
have begun with student meetings assem-
bled to launch a program of 16 points
calling for a basice transformation of the
regime, undoubtedly inspired by the
turnultuous mass actions in Poland,
followed by general mass rallies in the
major public squares.

The program consisted of resclutions
centering around demands for complete
independence from Russia and basic dem-
ocratization of all spheres of life in Hung-
ary, up to and including the demand for
freedem of political opposition and organ-
ization, {See box on this page.)

Tao Behm statue, a memorial to & Hun-
garian-national hero, a demonstration of
200,000 marched to listen to the reading
of resolutions embodying the demands.
As the demonstrators moved through the
center of Budapest, Hungarian army
tanks appeared. Instead of firing on the
erowd, a colonel in the lead tank eried
out, “We come to join you, not to oppose
the demonstration.”

A delegation appeared at the head-
quarters of Szabad Nep, the CP organ,
demanding that the program be printed,
plus a call for a general strike to enforce
it. When this was refused, the building
was attacked and sacked, regime em-
blems destroyed, its bookstore set on fire.

Démonstrators moved toward the Bud-
apest radio station where they attempted
to have their demands hroadeast.

A delegation of students went into the
building. When they failed to reappear,
the demonstrators tried to rush the build-
ing. The political police then began to
fire into the ranks of the demonstrators.

From this point on, the demonsirations
eveolved inte a revolution.

Soon after rioting spread through
Budapest, the Stalinist regime of Erno
Gero, general secretary of the CP, and
Premier Andras Hegedus began te an-
nounce concessions. The first one carried
out was the elevation of former Premier
Imre Nagy to premier early Wednesday
morning.

Nagy, a hardened Stalinist cadre man
who had fallen from grace after a turn

in the CP line against his Malenkov-like
economic policy and relaxation measures,
came back with this muoch capital to his
¢redit: a certajn popularity with the
people because he himself had been vie-
timized by the regime. He immediately
utilized this eapital by ecalling on the
Russian troops to suppress the people’s
struggle with tanks and cannon; or (if
it is true that Gero had already issued
this call) by assuming the premiership
under the protection of the Russians’
murderous guns,

In any case, new CP chief Kadar
stressed in a radio speech that the deci-
sion “to repulse [the revolt] by all pos-
gible means" was taken in “complete
unanimity” of the party leaders.

The Hungarian army of about 175,000
could not be used against the revolufion.
The soldiers either openly sided with the
revolution or melted away. The revelu-
tionaries were pitifully armed against the
power of the Russion tanks but what arms
they did have were supplied by Hungorian
soldiers or broken cut of arms depots. -

The battles which engulfed the city of
Budapest were between workers and
students on one side, aided by various
groups of soldiers, against the Russian
army and the Hungarian political police.
It is not veported that Hungarian army
units fought with the revolutionists as
units, though soldiere did.

HEROES

The fighting in Budapest pitted an al-
most unarmed populace against an army
equipped with the most modern weapons.
The bravery and heroism of the workers
and students indicates the depth of the
hostility toward their Russian and Hun-
garian Stalinist masters.

Seymour Freidin writing from Bud-
apest on October 27 describes matchless
heroism: ;

"You watch fist-shaking crowds and
tank crews staring at each other. Then
shots ring out and demonstrators collapse,
riddled. You know this is insane but a dis-
ploy of remarkable courage—fists and
waving banners against the might of the
second greatest power on earth. You be-
lieved that the first great whiff of Rus-
sian grapeshot was enough. But the crowds
keep coming, tens of thousands strong, de-
manding "Russkies go home,'"

The next day the fichting was reported
to he dwindling. But on Thursday noon a

massacre by Russian troops in Parlia-.

ment Square, against an unarmed crowd,
caused the blaze to flare up again strong-
er than ever.

Nagy announced that any three per-
sons assembling anywhere in Budapest
would he shot on sight. For days, there
were barricades in the streetz behind

The program of demands around
which the Hungarian Revolution
broke out has been widely referred to
in dispatches as ‘“the 16-point pro-
gram” which was presented to rallies
in Budapest on October 23, It was de-
tailed as fgllows in a Budapest dis-
patch in the N. Y. Times of Oct. 24:.

“Withdrawal of Soviet troops from
Hungary in accordance with the peace
treaty. P

“Revision of Hungary's relations
with the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia
to establish complete economic and
political equality and non-interfer-
ence in each other’s affairs,

“Publication of Hungary’s trade
agreements and reparations to the
Soviet Union.

“Information about Hungary's
uranium resources, their exploitation
and the concessions given to the So-
viet Union.

“The calling of a Communist Party
congress to elect a new leadership.

“A rpeshuffling of the government
with Mr. Nagy az leader.

“An open trial of Mihaly Farkas,
former Minister of Defense, and Mr.
Rakosi.

The Program of the Revolution

“A  secret general election with

more than one party.

“The reorganization of Hungary's
economy based on her actual national
resources,

“Revision of the worker's output
norms and recognition of the worker's
rights to strike.

“Revision of the system of compul-
sory farm collections.

“Equal rights for individual farmer
and members of cooperatives.

“Restoration of Hungary's tradi-
tional national emblem and the tradi-
tional Hungarian army uniforms.

“Pestruction of a giant Stalin sta-
tue in a Budapest Square.

“Solidarity with the national move-
ment in Poland.”

According to a United Press dis-
pateh from Budapest on October 24,
there are three additional points:

“Complete freedom of speech and
of the press.

“Revision of all political trials.

“Releaze of all political prisoners,
including those who are still held in
the Soviet Union."

which revolutionavies fought,

By Thursday too, and increasingly
during the next few days, reports were
coming through of the spread of the rev-
olution to the provinces. Centers of -the
revolution outside of Budapest were
mainly other big industrial towns with
a large working-class population,

COUNCIL GOVERNMENT

Revolutionary governments were set up
particularly in the industrial stronghold
of Miskele and in Gyer, in eastern and
western Hungory respectively. In many
other towns ond cities and oreas, the
reins of government were token over by
forces variously referred o as Workers
Councils, Revolutionary Councils and Rev-
clutionary Committees.

A UP dispatch reported direetly from
Gyor: "A Workers Council has been set
up here, a miniature rebel government.
Armed rebels patrol the streets, The
people are with them....At City Hall
nationalist headquarters has been set up.
The Council méets there in a flurry of
businesslike activity. “Telephones ring,
messengers scurry through corridors.”

At Hegyeshalom, reported a Times dis-
patch, a Revolutionary Committee ruled;
all military and police forces had placed
themselves at its disposal, also the of-
ficers and soldiers of a nearby army
unit; a general strike was complete,

A “Revolutionary Couneil” was de-
scribed in Pecs, a southern industrial
city. Szeged, Szolnok, and many others
followed suit.

RUSSIAN DEFECTIONS?

Reports have it that in many or most
areas of the provinces, while the Nagy
regime was franticly promising with-
drawal of Russian troops if only the
Budapest fighters would first lay down
their arms, Russian troops outside Bud-
apest were often abstaining from any
action against the people; it is not clear
whether this was by central order or
loeal initiative.

Although the dirty job of massocring
the revolutionists has been done by Rus-~
sian #roops—described offen as young,
scared and trigger-happy—there are also
some indications that even the Russian
froops are not completely reliable.

A firsthand report from the Budapest
streets by Times" correspondent Mac-
Cormac quoted Russian soldiers as ex-
plaining that they had been told the up-
rising was by fascists, and also "“"We
were told that Budapest was full of
American troops and have been surpris:
ed not to see any.”

It would seem the Russian command-
ers figure that the best way to keep their
men reliable is to make them believe they
are fighting the U. 8.

But there has been a sprinkling of re-
ports of Russian defections. One is quo-
ted from the British legation in Buda-
pest, The AP man who got the first eye-
witness story out of Budapest described
fraternization between young Hungar-
ians and Russian soldiers. The N. Y.
Herald Tribune’s Marguerite Higgins in;
gisted from the Washington listening
post that there “were persistent refer-
ences to Soviet army tanks deserting to
the rebel crowds.” A fleeing tourist
reached Vienna telling of seeing Rus-
sian units fight on the side of the revolu-
tion, against other Russian troops.

It may be some time before it will be
clear whether this happened to any
significant extent.

WORKERS AT THE HEAD

One of the clearest things cbout the
events is that the backbone and mass of
the revolutionary forces consists of the
Hungarian workers. This is a proletarian
revolution in the first place, At their side
are the students and a section of the
Hungarian soldiers.

Virtually every detailed disEatch and
intimate glimpse of the revolutionary
side confirms the working-class base of
the revolution, as was already indicated
by the fact that virtually every impor-
tant center of revolutionary government
outside of Budapest is in an industrial
and proletarianized town or area. In
Budapest, “Red Csepel,” the island in the

river which bears heavy industry, is a
major core of the fighting. .

A report in the Seripps-Howard press
said, “Authoritative dispatches said dis-
content first flared into armed rebellion
when workers on Csepel Island in the
Danube took up weapons against security
forees. This was the first report of where
fighting actually started.”

A carload of reporters entering a
“slum area” of the city, that is, a sec-
tion inhabited by the most exploited
workers, deseribed it as a seething cauld-
ron of revolutionary fervor, still battling
Russian tanks when most of the city
secemed to be in a lull. -

A UP dispatech said “"The rebels ap-
peared strongest in the great industrial
section of Borsod” which has the most
important steel plants and eoal mines in
the country.

Accompanying the revolution was a
solid general strike, first reported of the
railroad workers who shut iransportation
down hard. - ~

Admissions by the government radio
and the press, by their appeals, make it

equally- clear that it is the working class |

that is leading this revolution.
PEASANTS

- In contrast there is a notable absence
of any information about the role of the
peasantry in the nation-wide revolution.
The only specific reference to it so far
has been in a N. Y. Times Budapest dis-
pateh, from John MaeCormae, quotinﬁ
some “utterly objective and clearheaded
revolutionaries to whom he talked: )

“They deplored the fact that they had
had ‘nmo organization and therefore no
leaders." They recognized that the Hun-
garian army had been on the whole neu:
tral though it had given them gsome small
arms. This they attributed to the fact
that it was largely composed.of farm
hoys. ‘The peasant is conservative by na-
ture and therefore passive,” they said.
‘But the workers have fought with us,
even workers of Red Csepel’...”

This is a good deal more negative z
view of the role of the Hungarian sold-
iers than running references -in other
dispatches would lead one to think. There
may well be more information coming in
on the role of the peasantry as the story
of what happened outside of Budapest
aceumulates.

But, certainly, the main pattern that re-
curs in the reports from Budapest ond
other towns is the friple clliance of works
ers-students-soldiers.

GOAL IS SOCIALISM !

In the town of Sopron, under a reve-
Iutionary government, groups of three
patrol the streets, “consisting each of one’
soldier, one worker and one student”
When Premier Nagy made a speech
promising to replace the hated AVH

(secret police) with a new ,outfit, he’

promised that the new organization
would be drawn from “army, student
and worker brigades."”

Nowhere and by no one has any report
been made of any sentiment among the
revolutionists to de-nationalize the econ-
omy or return to the old regime. On the
contrary nuinerous reports emphasize the
opposite, as did that of the N, Y. Times’
Drew Middleton quoting information ve-
ceived by the London government. Ac-
eording to him, one report said of the’
rebellious Polish people that they rejec-
ted both “communism™ and ecapitalism
to “seek the middle road of socialism";
while the topography of this degeription
is askew, its medning is clear,

“A second report, this one from Bud-
apest, emphasized the anti-Communist
nature of the insurrection there. But it
noted that there appeared to be no de-
sire on [the] part of [the] industrial
proletariat to relinguish either the na-
tionalization of industries or long-term
economic planning by the government. ...

“The interpretation placed upon these
reports by quaolified sources en Eastern
Europe is that the idea of Socialist rather
thon copitalist democracy is the goal of
the masses in the satellites...."

Exactly, To give it its full classie

name, this is the proletarian socialist '

revolution.

ke
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 THE HUNGARIAN

vs. NATO AND

By PHILIP COBEN

-

The outbreak of the Hungarian Revolution, following hard on the
first stage of the Polish revolutionary upsurge against the Stalinist
power, marks a new period not enly in the struggle for socialist freedom
in the world, but also in the fight against war and the danger of war.

 Yesterday, supporters of the Western capitalist war camp and its
structure of military alliances with some of the most, reactionary forces

in the world, like Franco and
Chiang Kai-shek, could scoff at the
“visionary” idea of a democratic
foreign policy which was aimed at
blowing the Russian empire up
from within—a socialist and revo-
lutionary foreign policy, fundamentally
incompatible with capitalism. Yesterday
they could feel “realistic” and “practi-
cal” in supporting the line of an impe-
rialist military alliance against the Stal-
jnist threat, as the only thing that could
save the “free world” from totalitarian
conquest and enslavement.

Today, the revolution that was "unreal-
istic" yesterday is standing ostride Eosi.
ern Europe. as big as life—the world's
most massive buffer against war.

And NATO is seen to play the role, in
this epochal event, of o reactionory bar-
rier to the spread of this revelutien which
is the hope of the world.

It was the bogy of NATO, and only
this argument, that was trotted out by
Gomulka in Poland when the time came
for him, on the Wednesday of that revo-
jutionary week, to tell the Polish people
that Russian troops were going to stay
in the country.

It was the anti-Russian demand, above
any other single one, that was providing
the dynamic drive behind the turbulent
mass rallies and stormy street actions
behind which the whirlwind of the Polish
gocial revolution was gathering its for-
ces. It naturally took the form of center-
ing around the person of Marshal Rokos-
soveky, Moscow’s military overseer in
Poland, but this was only its symboliza-
tion.

COUNTING ON NATO

On that Wednesday the new Go_mulka-
Cyrankiewicz-Ochab regime, relyn_'ng on
its popularity gained from making a
stand against the Kremlin’s demands,
took its fate in its hands by deciding to
announce to the Polish people that the
Russian troops were going to stay in the
country (though at their own bases) in
the teeth of the nation-wide ery that they
get out, a ery that was making the
ground shake underneath the new CP
combine.

They did not even decide to announce
that Rokossavsky personally was to get.
out, as a concession. (The report that
Rokossovsky had gone hack to -Russia,
“on leave,” came only later, after the
explosion of the Hungarian Revolution.)

To wash this bitter pill down the
$hroats of the people—a people;, besides,
who were already in rebellious motion—
they had only this te count en:

“Both M. Cyrankiewicz [the premier]
and M. Gomulka attempted to justify his
presence by saying it was in the interest
of Polish security. M. Cyrankiewicz told
the Seim [parliament] the Soviet army
had oceupied bases in Poland for years
for security reasons and cited the re-
militarization of West Germany. M.
Gomulka- amplified this explanation at
the outdoor meeting by saying that, as
long as the North Atlantic Alliance
maintained bases in West Germany, the
presence of the Soviet army in Poland
was compatible with the national inter-
est.” (N. Y. Times, Oct. 25.)

To quiet the revelution, they figure it
enough to point to NATO and German
militarization.

The question is not whether the Polish
people will really be quieted by this, or
how much, or for how long. The point is
that the role assigned to NATO by the
Stalinists, a role which it plays, is that of
a barrier to the only force that is now
breaking the world out of the deadly
gircle of the cold war.

-

In this new era of the mass social
revolution for socialist freedom against
Stalinism, opened up by the Hungarian
people, the danger of the third world
war, whose shadow has heen hanging
over the world, now recedes. This is so
not because of NATO but in spite of it;
not hecause of the United States' stock
of H-bombs but in spite of it: not be-
cause of Western threats of “massive
retaliation™ but in spite of them; not be-
cause the Stalinist camp is overawed or
intimidated by a rearmed and remilitar-
ized Germany in the heart of Europe,
but in spite of the reactionary effects of
this move.

WHAT PRETEXT?

What ecould Gomulka -have told the
country if Germany—the terror of
whose mame still strikes: deep in the
hearts of a people who have been under
its guns for centuries and also in this
very generation—was an independent
unmilitarized state not tied to any war
camp and without a foreign occupying
army on its own goil? What exeuse could
Gomulka have found for keeping Rus-
sian troops? What pretext could he have
gotten away with, that would keep him
from deepening the break with Moscow
that he was trying to avoid?

Yesterday, it is true, we: would have
been told by all eviscerated ex-radicals
and highly realistic apologists that a
Staliinst regime can get away with tell-
ing the people anything: why, all they
have to do is put the Propaganda Ma-
chine in motion, punch two levers, acti-
vate the loudspeakers both human and
mechanical, blanket all Media of Com-
munication with Big Lies and the Party
Line, and lo! the people become hypno-
tized zombies stumbling through dark-
ness like George Orwell's “proles” in
1984, ...

Right now this sounds more like an ex-
eggerated picture of the Eisenhower
campaign in the U.S. than it does like the
political and seocial climate in East Eu-
rope! This slonder against the people is
down the drain, now. No thinking person
whe ever swallowed it can feel anything
but seif-reproach for falling victim to it.

So the Gomulka regime, let us say,
could have found some pretext, but how
could it possibly compare with their abil-
ity to point the finger to the wmirror
image of the ocenpying Russian troops—
namely, the German and American
troops mobilized to the West? |

Thus the Stalinist camp nourishes it-
self with the existence of the rival im-
perialist camp, as wvice-versa. Buf this
time it iz o question of the life of a revo-
lution which iz at stake.

THE WAR THREAT

There is another side to the role of
NATO at this crossroads in history.

“U.8. SEES REVOLTS  ENDING
WAR THREAT,” was the headline over
a think-piece by the N.Y. Herald Tri-
bune's Marguerite Higgins, from Wash-
ington (Oct. 28). In it the correspondent,
purporting to reflect governmental reac-
tions, gets positively lyrical in hailing
the Hungarian and Polish events as
blocking precisely that threat of Russian
aggression which has always been as-
signed as the justification for the whole
massive structure of preparation for war
around which U. 8. life revolves.

Very good! But in that case—why
NATO? .

Nobody has. ever “seen” NATO as
“ending war threats” except for some
vague future dimly descried.

The Seripps-Howard foreign editor
wrote October 26 from Berlin that the
“best-informed ~diplomats” said “The
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biggest effect of the Polish-Hungarian
revolts on the world situation will be to
restrain Russian aggression in Europe,”
the East European empire was no longer
“a defensive fortress for Russia and a
base for attack on the West,” but rather
indeed “a death trap for Russian
armiies,” all because of the revolution.

Yery good! But that which he says is no
longer true happens to be the only reason
used to justify the existence of NATO and
the whole military-alliance policy of
Western capitalism,

Now this structure still exists . . . as
Gomulka's instrument to quiet mass anti-
Russian action, and hold back precisely
that revolution which has done what
NATO was falsely cracked up to do by
those who peddle the line of maintain-
peace-by-organizing-for-war-.

WHAT INSPIRES THEM?

What liberal can now- find a reason
for justifying the ‘“‘realistic” poliey of
bolstering up Franco (and thus repress-
ing the Spanish revolution) in the name
of “defending the free world” against
Stalinist armieg pictured as sweeping
over Europe?

What inspires the revolution against
Stalinism—American aid and friendship
to this fascist ex-ally of Hitler, or a
democratic and anti-imperialist poliey of
friendship with the revolutionary forces
against this tyranny?

In Stalinist China, just es Gomulka
points his finger ot German militarization
under the American cegis, so Mao Tse-
tung points to the fact that the only
American-sponsored alternotive to his own
totalitarian rule is the refturn of that
butcher and hangman of the Chinese
people, Chiong Kai-shek. Which would be
a bigger blow agaoinst the war threat—
another NATO division bristling with guns
in Germany, or a break with Chiang as
part of a genuinely democratic foreign
policy? !

Which builds that “death trap” for
Stalinism? And which permits the Rus-
sians to extricate themselves from the
crushing hatred of the satellite peoples?

Here is a product of deep thought

Nehru's Silence

If the Hungarian and Polish wup-
heavals cast a light on the NATO
powers, they also do not spare the
leaders of the Asian “neutralist” bloe,
who try to stand between the two war
camps as a sort of “One-and-a-Half
Camp.”

On October 28, after five days of
Russian massacres in Budapest, affer
thousands of MHungorian - fighters for
freedom had been slaughtered by a
foreign power's occupation #roops—
that great democrat ond pacifist and
humanitarion statesman Nehru told o
meeting in Indic thet he had no com-
ment to make on what was happening
there!

To be sure, no one can have any
doubt that he is made unhappy by the
naughty things the Russians are do-
ing there. Some day he may even say
s0. :

But who will gpeak out to the world
now n defense of the Hungarian
heroes? Only the same eynical leaders
of the same Big Three who justify
foreign intervention in Egypt, in
Cyprus, in Algeria, in Greece,..?

Why not Nehru, who poses as the
principled enemy of bmperialism of
any brand?

Because this Nehru is gagged and
tongue-tied by the neutralist concep-
tion of "reconciling" both blocs of im-
perialist oppressors, with both of whom
one must therefore meintain a friendly
camaraderie.

The Hungarian road of revolution
against Stalinism finds Nehru as
alien to it as is any other one of the
little men who rule tfe nations of the
world, -

=

from the N.Y. Times' D

be the time to remove the fear of Ger-
many's future ambitions.

“The presence of a powerful West
German state and the prospect of its
eventual unity with East Germany must
force many Poles to look eastward to the
Soviet Union for protection, it is said.
This is especially true of those Poles who
live in the Oder-Neisse territories taken
from Germany after World War IL

“There is opportunity, it is suggested,
for frank and forceful avowal of West
Germany’s peaceful aims...."

So in this anti-climactic conclusion,
Middleton squeezes out the suggestion
that Bonn ought to establish diplomatic
relations with the satellites and offer
“*assurances” of German good will.,"”

"ASSURANCES"? )

Wonderful conclusion! The fear of
Germany is going fo be removed by “as-
surances” and “avowals” by a govern-
ment which is notorious for infiltration
by neo-Nazis and ex-Nazis, which is the
leading exponent on the continent of
keeping U. 8. troops facing east, which
was bitterly complaining only the other
day against alleged Washington inten-
tions just to reduce these troops (the
same troops Gomulks pointed to) ; assur-
ances and avowals by the same Adenauer
who, the other day, was actually put out
because a Social-Democratic leader was
proposing that West German labor at-
tempt to establish better contacts with
East German workers (as we mentioned
in LA QOct. 15).

What would inspire the revolution
which is the “death trap” for Stalinism
—another NATO division on the Rhine
or a higger majority for this Adenauer
who is the State Department’s pet Ger-
man; or rather, say, the assumption of
power by a Social-Democratic Party
which would consistently follow a mili-
tant socialist course through an indepen-
dent foreign policy and anti-capitalist
program in action?

Which would hearten the workers and
students who are giving their lives for the
aim of socialist freedom on the Budapest
barricades? Which would add fuel to the
fiames in Wroclaw, in Poznan, at the Zeran
foctery in Warsaw? Which would make it
harder for the new combines to stobilize
new Stalinist regimes In Hungary ond
Poland?

"U.5." 1S A SMEAR

One day after the Gomulka speech re-
ferred to above, Moscow faced a similar
problem: how to break an unsavery piece
of news to the Russian people. For the
first time the Russian radio told its lis-
teners that the Kremlin's troops were
shooting down Hungarian workers in
Hungary. What did its propagandists
have handy to wash this pill down?

Nothing, really; but still they had to
ask themselves, what lie would serve best
to discredit the Hungarian revolutionists
if it were believed?

The answer — their stock answer —
casts its light on claims for pro-Weat
sentiment behind the Tron Curtain. The
most discreditable smear that the Rus-
sian liars could invent was the claim
that the Hungarian rebels were bought
by U. 8. dollars and instigated by CIA
agents, - .

This is what the Moscow radio gave
out, also repeated by the Russian phono-
graph sitting on the UN Security Coun-
c¢il in the ensuing debate.

One can imagine that a stunning
propaganda impact can not be ascribed
to Dulles’ subsequent offer to provide
American economic aid to governments
fre]e-jng themselves from Russian con-
rol!

The American dollar cannot buy a
revolution.

_All the billion-dollar hardware of Amer-
ican milihry might, with its world-de-
stroying super-bombs and fieets in all the
ocegns ond military bases circling the
plenet—all this is only an enemy in the
eyes of the giant force that rises before
the eyes of the werld as the "death trap”
for Stalinism and the spark for a revolu-
tion that would tend to spread further
than the precincts of the lron Curtain—os
Walter Lippman frankly admits that he
fears.

This revolution against Stalinism will
take heart, and take deep root, insofar
as socialist movements in the West can-
cel out the capitalist and Western im-

IContinued on page §)

rew Middleton,

writing from London (Oct. 25):
a0 i *Those studying how the U:S. and
Britain can best exploit the féerment in
4 Eastern, Europe suggest that now may
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FIVE CENTS

Youth in the Hungarian Revolution:
How Stalinism Creates Its Gravediggers

By MAX MARTIN

All who have reported and discussed the Polish and Hungarian
revolutions have marked the special and important role played by
students and young workers. The university youth in particular have
been and are to this hour one of the three forces leading the struggle
against Russian domination, and beyond that against Stalinism, in

Hungary;

Not that the students could by
themselves conduct the revolution
or even be the decisive force in the
constellation of groups participat-
ing in this popular upheaval which
embraces all strata of the Hun-
garian people. To play this role reguires
those characteristics which the working-
class possesses, as the Hungarian events
demonstrate again for the behefit of
those cynics who have come in recent
vears to scoff at the idea of revolutionary
working-class action to liberate society,
Indeed, the Hungarian and Polish stu-
dents have themselves shown a high de-
gree of consciousness of the ‘mportance
of the workers in the revolution, as will
be pointed out below.

But nobody can deny that the students
have been a vital factor in the revolts of
.thg.- Polish and Hungarian  peoples
against their oppressors.

STUDENT CENTERS

In Poland they have been in the van-
guard in rallying support against Mos-
cow, and in expressing demands which
go beyond Gomulka's program, in ealling
for a political program of genuine de-
mocracy. As LABQR ACTION recounted
last week, the Polish student periodical
Po Prostu had taken the lead in formu-
lating democratic demands in the months
leading up to the turbulent events of the
last ten days. )

The same is true for Hungary. Much of
the pro-democratic stirring that has oc-
curred in this country since the 20th Con-
gress has been ceniered in the Petofi
Youth Club in Budapest, 2 branch of the
Stalinist youth erganization, the Union of
Working Youth (DISZ), Moreover, the
revolution began with demenstrations by
Budapest studenis, first in solidarity with
the Polish students and workers, and then
to make similar demands fer Hungary.

In the days that followed, the Hungari-
an students played an importaht part in
formulating the program of the strug-

gle, in pushing beyond the first demand-

for the ouster of Russian troops. It was
they who began to call for free elections,
for “a secret general election with more
than one party,” for doing away with
Stalinism completely.

Nor have the students stopped at pro-
viding the ideology for the revolt, they
have participated in the fighting and dy-
ing for thiz ideclogy. The reports from
Budapest during the last few days indi-
cate that the students are in the fore-
front of those who are not ready to trust
Nagy and who are continuing the re-
bellion.

PUZZLE

This phenomena has puzzled many
analysts and commentators; it has been
‘& subject of some discussion in the press,
In the N. Y. Times of October 28, James
Reston pointed out that the Hungarian
revolt “was being led by the new gener-
ation, which was supposed to be loyal to
Communism -if not sympathetic to Rus-
sian imperialism.” And that— .

It had been generally assumed in
official quarters here that, once the So-
viet Army had presided over the organi-

the other two being the workers and the soldiers.

zation of Communist states in Eastern
Europe for a decade, the youth of these
countries would be so indoctrinated in
Communism that hopes for anything
more than a Titoist association of semi-
independent Communist states in that
part of the world would be in vain.”

On October 27 the Times Russian spe-
¢ialist Harry Schwartz devoted a whole
column to this question. He formulated
the problem about the participation of
university students, high-school stuo-
dents and wvoung workers in the events
in Hungary this way:

“At first sight these and similar phe-
nomena would appear to be astonishing.
Young persons, now 18 or 20 years old,
were 7 or @ years old when the Commu-
nists took over their country. For more
than a decade they have been regimented
in Communist <youth organizations,
drenched with Communist propaganda in
school and through every medium of in-
formation, and barred from access to
foreign nations’ hroadeasts, books, news-
papers, or other sources of disturbing
ideas.

“Westerners who have visited these coun-
tries in recent vears have usually come
away convinced that the young people
were being hopelessly lost to communism.
The voung people had no memories of
any democratic society. How could such a
generation become the revolutionary
force it has become in Poland and Hun-

gary?”
NOT ONLY YOUTH

One point in passing: if young people
“had no memories of any democratic so-
ciety,” is this supposed to imply that the
previous. generation did live under de-
mocracy? Schwartz seems to be forget-
ting or ignoring that the Horthy regime,
which ruled Hungary for almost the en-
tire period between the two wars, was as
authoritarian, bloodthirsty and dictator-
ial & regime as any short of a completely
fascizst one. So Schwartz might as well
have asked how the Hungarian people
as a whole could rebel.

There is another reason one can say

that the bewilderment about the role of

the Polish and Hungarian youth is =2
special case of a general bewilderment
over how a people can rise up against
Stalinism. There has grown up in the
capitalist world a feeling, one from
which some socialists and many ex-so-
cialists have not been immune, that the
triumph of Stalinism means The End;
that those under its heel cannot revolt
against it; that it is an invincible sys-
tem, the wave of the future; and that all
political and social factors present in
non-Stalinist society disappear under it.

THE ARENDT ERROR

One “sophisticated” version of this
view, usually associated with Hannah
Arvendt, has it that under totalitarianism
total atomization of the people takes
place, that all social classes either dis-
appear or become irrelevant, that social
factors operating in non-totalitarian so-
cieties are non-existent in totalitarian
ones. There is only a structureless mass
of atomized, de-classed, isolated and ir-

rational individuals, molded eternally in-
to a pattern of conformity to the totali-
tarian structure, Revolution against to-
talitarianism, struggle for democracy
and socialism eannot be expected from
‘such “atoms.”

But it is precisely the wrongness of
such views that the currenit Polish and
Hungarian revolutions prove, as East Ber-
lin in 1953 also did on a more limited
scale. Not merely because the revolutions®
occurred, but because of by whom they
were made and how they took place,

In the Hungarian developments we
see a triumvirate of social forces, the
students, workers and soldiers, each act-
ing as a socially organized element, re-
sponding to the needs of its members as
well as those of the country as a whole,
They were able to cooperate with each
other, to coordinate their actions, and to
behave as the socialist and Marxist anal-
ysis of society indicates, and not as
Arendt prediets.

That is why these events have such a
familiar ring to them; why they remind
observers of previous socialist and demo-
cratic revolutions, including the Russian
Revolution.

"IRONICALLY . . ."

Schwartz answers the question he
poses about the youth by stating that it
is “still obscure” but that some elements
are visible, He then proeeeds to list these
elements, among them: the influence of
the family, the role of religion, the pass-
ing down of knowledge about “earlier
and better wears” and national pride
from parents, ete. We have already dealt
with the “earlier and better years”
theme, and some of the other reasons,
like the role of religion, do not appear
to have been present in any visible form.

But Schwartz does touch upon another
factor which is, properly understood, a
key to the answer about the role of the
youth. He puts it this way:

“Ironically, the Marxist-Leninist eduoca-
tion of these voung people also played a
role. Their Communist textboks lauded
revelutionaries. They painted an idealistic
picture of the wotopian fuiure when all
men would be equal and when there
would be abundance for all. Young people
in Eastern Europe had merely to look
around them in their daily life to see the
gross inequality. prevailing, the poverty
and misery of the people, the conirast
between the ideal and the real

“Similarly, the wvast educational ex-
pansion in Eastern Europe woke the
young people to strange ideas. As part
of the Russification program they were
introduced to the writings of the Russian
revolutionary and humanitarian writers
of the nineteenth eentury: Pushkin, Her-
zen, Tolstoy and Dostoyeveky, These au-
thors had glorified the struggle for free-
dom,”

STALINISM'S APPEAL

With these lines Schwartz, without
fully realizing it, points to the heart of
Stalinism’s appeal, and likewise to its
Achilles heel, not merely among students
but among workers and all others also.

Stalinism throughout the world wins
support precisely because it is an anti-
capitalist movement, because it fights
against capitalism and against feudal
remnants. It attracts, in the countries
where capitalism or feudalism reign, all
those who despise the old system and
wish to be done with it forever. And
when it came to power in Eastern Eu-
rope it attracted the sincere and idealis-
tic devotion of thousands and thousands

of young people (and older ones, foo)—
students, intellectuals, workers, ete. just
because it repudiated the old social or-
der, and not because of some hypnotic
totalitarian invincibikity. (This, of course,
makes the “memories of better days”
explanation such nonsense; the anti-
Stalinism exists because Stalinism did
not repiace the old order with socialist
freedom, having replaced it instead with
a new oppressive system.) .

THE ENEMY TEACHES

But Stalinism iz not merely anti-capi-
talist. It dves something else as well.

Because the Stalinist countler-revolution
emerged oul of the degeneration of a so=
cialist revolution, and because Stalinism
must operate in the labor movement in
its campaign to overthrow capitalism, it
garbs itself in an ideology which claims
to be that of socialism and freedom, it
parades itsell as “Marxist” and “Leninist,”
it presenis itself as the heir and continua~-
tor of 1917. The “Marxism-Leninism"
which it feaches and in whose name. it
invokes sapport is a perversion, of course,
of the ideas of Marx and Lenin, but un-
derlying the perversion Is a pointer to the
original; because Stalinism is anti-capital--
ist, and because the mask would be seen
through otherwise.

Here enters Schwartz's point about
Communist texthooks lauding revolution-
aries and painting a picture of eguality
and abundance. Workers under Stalinism
sooner or later learn the reality of the
new society which is being created, find
that a new exploitation and oppression
have been created, that new chains have
ben forged for them. They learn this in
their daily lives, from the conditions in
their factories, from their wretched
housing, from the absence of food, and
from their comparison of their lot with
that of the Stalinist bureaucrats who
rule over them. They learn it the way
they originally learned to hate capitalist
society. _ '

And in Stalinland’ the workers are
pointed toward an ideology, which exists
in perverted form to be sure, by the
Stalinist ruling class itself, in the terms
discussed by Schwartz.

WHY THEY REBEL

What is true of the workers applies
also, with some differences, to the stu-
dents. First on the differences, since the
students do not face the same sitnation
as the workers:

—

Indeed, it may be argued that there
seems to be no reason for the students
to revolt against Stalinism, since they,
or large portions of them, are being
trained to become the Stalinist ruling
class in their countries, they are being
trained for recruitment to the ruling
class ifself. (It must be remembered
that in the satellites a “finished” bureau-
cratic-collectivist class does not yet ex-
ist; one is being created, just as it had
toe be in Russia during the middle and
late twenties.)

And thus it may be argued that some
of the students are not for an end to
Stalinism, but only for an end to national
oppression by Russia, only for an inde-
pendent, Titoist “national-Stalinism” in
which they can be the sole masters in
their country. It may be so with some,
but all indications are that it is not so
with most, for it is the students who, as
we have pointed out; express the most
far-reaching demands for democracy and
an end to all Stalinism.

{Continued on page &)
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The Hungarian Revolution put on the spot not only the Russian
regime whose troops are trying to suppress it and not only the Hun-
garian Stalinists who are collaborating with the Russians, but also

the Western powers.

The West repeated its reaction to the East German uprising of

June 1953, which LA documented
of the same revolution that wos
frightening the Russiens against
whom it was directed. The reaction
has been as much more intense this
time as the Hungarian Revolution
has been more cataclysmic than
the East German action.

This has not stopped Eisenhower and
Dulles from extracting some electioneer-
ing out of it all; nor has it stopped Ste-
venson from denouncing the administra-
tion for being caught by surprise (as if
he wasn't or as if he had the slightest
jdea of what to do about it); mor did it
stop- the Big Three from making a
grandstand play before the world by
Bringing the matter up at the UN Se-
eurity Council.
~ The picture of these powers bringing
their complaint on Hungary to the UN
offers us a short summary of the scope
of imperialist cynicism. Actually all they
did was put the issue on the agenda with-
out offering any resolution or proposal
or even setting a date to offer one.

Everybody is aware of the piguancy

of the situation when Britain, France.

#ind the U.S. mutter about condemning
Russia for using its troops against the
ungarian people. On the 27th a Times
dispatch from Washington put it pretty
bluntly:
“The view of the State Department is

at that time: the reaction of fear

that there is little doubt that the [Rus-
sianl troops have a right to be there,
But a question might be raised about the
legitimaey of their use to put down an
internal rebellion.

“Even this raises a problem, however.
The Soviet troops are being used at the
request of the Hungarian government.
There is little effort in Washington fo
deny that United States forces abroad
could be used in the same way if there
‘were a Communist-led revolution inm, say,
Italy.

“In 1944 and 1945, for example, British
troops, at the request of the Athens gov-
ernment, fought Communist rebels in
Greece.

“Furthermore, any possible UN ap-
proach is at the moment clouded by

. French threats to use force in Morocco
and Tunisia to protect Europeans there.”

One really doesn’t have to go back all
the way to Greece. Within 48 hours of
this UN farce, France and Britain were
announecing, in a triple play connected
with Israel’s attack on Egypt, that they
were going to take over the Suez Canal
with their troops—naturally, to “keep
the peace.”

Britain's Pierson Dixon told the Se-
curity Council: “Nothing can hide the
fact that foreign troops have intervened
on a massive scale in Hungary. ... Our

Look Who's

hearts bleed for the sufferings of the
Hungarian people in. its steuggle for
freedom.”

SYMMETRICAL PATTERN

Only 48 hours before Sir Pierson's gen-
the heart was bleeding at this session, Brit-
ish troops in Singapore—a Chinese city in
which the British are foreign imperialist
occupiers—were shooting down and kill-
ing Chinese demonsirators, As the irony
of history would have it, these demonstra-
tors were led by a rally of students, as in
Budapest, Troops in foll battle kit stoed
with fixed bayoneis behind barbed svire.
There were barricades in the streefs, as
in Budapest.

As in Budapest, where the Stalinist
liars began by calling the rebels “tools
of reaction” and other smear-names, so
in Singapore the imperialist preéss
(echoed in the N.Y. Times) called the
Peoples Action Party of Singapore
“Communist” to justify the bloodletting,
This is a falsehood.

Rarely does life present us with such
pat symmetries!

At the UN farce, France’s Cornut-
Gentille spoke his piece about Hungary:
“By no means does France, finally, wish
to encourage rebels, whoever they are,
to - pursue ideological aims contrary to
those of their country and people, but
she does maintain that the internal af-
fairs of every country should be settled
by that country alone.”

In this balanced sentence, the repre-
sentative of French civilization was
thinking first of all of his civilizing mis-
sion in Algeria, where his troops are en-
gaged in shooting down and massacring
a whole people united against them as

Stalinism’'s Gravediggers — —

f [{Continued from page 5)

How then explain this?

There is one aspect which applies to
young people and students in all class
sotiety, which explains why in radical
periods in capitalist countries the student
sons and daughters of non-working-class
parents and intellectnals become radicals.
This has to do with the general rebellious-
ness of youth, and with the special cir-
cumstances of life of students and intel-
Tectuals: their concern with ideas and
ideology, their interest in society as a
whole, their coming face to face in the
jntéllectual realm with problems which
they de not personally feel as members of
|; social class.

IDEALISTIC DRIVE

This, however, is a general aspect.
There is a specific one present in Stalin-
|ism. ,

{ Today's students in Hungary, who
perhaps would have been tomorrow’s
| bureaucrats, are not appealed to, and
cannot be appealed to, on the basis: Get
vourself an education and you will lead
a luxuricus life as a manager or govern-
| ment functionary. They are appealed to,
at least in part. on an idealistic basis: Help
build a new and better life for our peo-
ple, get an education and help build -so-
cialism, and the like of that.

| The Stalinist ruling e¢lass in Russia
was created on a similar idealistic ap-
|peal, again, in part, in the 1920s and
305, The Russian students who respond-
ed to such an appeal then may have ulti-

mately become smug and satisfied ruling”

bureaucrats, and they form part of to-
day's riling class in Russia—but this
development came later. One has only to
recall the great popularity which Troi-
sky and the Left Opposition enjoyed
among the university youth of Russia in
the mid-twentiez for confirmation of this
point.

And so today the Hungarian studenis
are idealistic young people who really de-
site a better life, who really want socialist
freedom. It Is for these reasons that they
joined the Communist Party and the Stal-
jnist youth organization DISZ, and it is
for these reasoms ihat the stodents of
Szeged University left it last week and
organized 3 new independent group. This
&8 why the Polish stodent paper “Po

Prostu” played the role if did, and the
Hungarian "Szabad Ifjusag” likewise.

This is why one E. Lasota, reporting
to the Warsaw Polytechnic University
on October 20 about the meeting between
Gomulka and a student delegation of
which he was a member, as reported by
the Polish radio, stated:

“At the same time we expressed in be-
half of the delegation, and of all dele-
gations in the hall, our profound dis-
quiet at certain facts which have oe-
curred lately, Above all we have ex-
pressed our disquiet at the fact that
groups and persons, which sinece the
Third Plenum were retarding the process
of democratization and merely wanted
to grant certain limited privileges to the
nation, those groups or persons have not
stopped their activity.

“In this connection we said that the
Warsaw student youth, that Warsaw
workers, are disquieted by this situation
and that they will not remain passive
but want to unite so that all the forces
of Stalinism, all the old forces are finally
eradicated.” (Emphasis added.)

It iz not too difficult to imagine what
the seetions of Lasota’s report which
were not summarized by the Warsaw ra-
dio sounded like. And therefore it is not
really surprising that the Polish and
Hungarian students have acted as they
did in the great democratic upsurge
which has taken place in these countries.
Nor that the first signs of a development
in Rumania took place among university
students at Bucharest and Cluj. Nor the
demonstrations by Czechoslovakian stu-
dents last spring. Nor the stirrings
right now at Humboldt University in
East Germany.

GUNS WERE TURNED .

Stalinism itself, {herefore, provides in
distorted form, the ideology of anti-Stalin-
ism to the people under its sway, the stu-
denis inciuded. But it provides more than
that, it educates in terms of political
sirategy and tactics, in ferms of organiza-
tional know-how.

An AP dispatch printed in the N. Y.
Post on October 30 veported on a 13-
yvear-old child who had participated in
the fighting, one Michael Misi. The child
explained:

“Well, you see, we were going to play
with the others when a car with a flag on

it came by. The young gentlemen in it
were shouting that anybody who wanted
to fight for a free Hungary should join,
So we did—who wouldn't? I got a sulr
machine gun at first but Lajas, who
already iz 16, took it away and 1 was
very angry, Then I got only a rifle, which
I did not like so much.”

But how did he know how to shaot a
rifle?

“All us kids were trained in the party.”

But it is not merely how to fire weap-
ons that Hungarian youth learned in the
Stalinist organizations. In last week's
Labor Action there was reported the
fact that one of the first things the stu-
dents of Budapest University did after
formulating demands to the government
was to send delegations to all the facto-
ries to explain their program to the
young workers and to work out coordi-
nation with them.

GRAVEDIGGERS

Now one has to merely think about
American students for a moment to un-
derstand this point. Would American
students immediately think of trying to
cement an alliance with the workers,
when engaged in some action? Not un-
less there had been a socialist organiza-
tion which had educated them on an
orientation toward the working class, to-
ward the labor movement. But there is
no socialist organization at Budapest
University. Nevertheless, this was the
students’ orientation; for it was Stalin-
ism, the enemy whom they were fighting,
that educated them on this guestion,

This then, is a positive comtribution
which Stalinism makes toward its own
overthrow.

Stalinism like capitalism ecreates its
own gravediggers socially by creating a
modern working class, concentrating it in
large factories and making the conditions
of this class's life intolerable in the long
run. Stalinism also creates ifs own grave-
diggers ideologically; through the per-
verted and distorted version of “Marxism-
Leninism” with which it imbues ils ad-
herents and educates the people in those
countries it rules.

This is an important part of the rea-
son why the students of Poland and Hun-
gary have been able to write the magni-
ficent chapter they have just begun.

Complaining!

MORE NEXT WEEK

Articles on Hungary and Poland
scheduled for next week or follow-
ing issues include: The End of the
"Democratization’”  Myth; Tito's
Role Against the Revolution; Why
Western Leaders Fear the Hun-
garian Revelution; Who is Gomul-
ka?—and many others.

solidly as the Hungarians against the
Russians.

Paris does not even have a roomful of
collaborators like the Nagy-Kadar team to
front for it in Algeria. Moreover, nothing
that has yet been charged to the Russian
troops' activities in Hungary approaches
the atrocities documented for French
troops against the Algerian people, from
wholesale massacre to systematic torture.

POT AND KETTLE .

The pot-and-kettle comedy waz played
out in chambers other ithan the TN's,
too. In the Italian Chamber of Depu-
ties—

“The neo-Fascists kept shouting, “You
haven’t the courage to diszociate your-
gselves from the murderers of Polish and
Hungarian workers.!

“The Communists retorted: ‘You've
murdered thousands of Ttalian workers,” "
(N. Y. Times, Oct. 27.) <

The skit had been played out in the
French Chamber the day before:

“The policy in North Africa of Pre-
mier Guy Moellet won a 330-to-140 vote
of the Assembly tonight after his sup-
porters drowned out Communist de=
mands for an immediate cease-fire in
Algeria with cries of ‘what about Hun-
gary?' and ‘Long live Poland!"* (N. Y.
Herald Tribune, Oct. 26.)

And in the U.S. the demand that
Washington “press for free elections in
Poland” came from no other than that
fighter for democracy, James 0. East<
land.

Vs. NATO-—-

{Continved from page 4]

perialist threats to freedom and peace
which are the Stalinists' ace-in-the-hole
against the people who raise guns at
their back.

The Hungarian people, facing Russian
tanks and cannon, asked the British and
Americans for weapons to shoot back
with. They will not get such help from
the Western camp. We as socialists do
not advocate that the Western govern-
ments intervene militarily in any case;
on the contrary. But the NATO camp
knows and can know only such military
means of intervefling.

The socialist movement can intervene
—thtrough its own struggle.

Just os the new era of revelution
against Stalinism frees socialists in the
West of the dead-weight of all the fears _
spread by deserters and renegodes who
have ecried that we must support the
Western military camp as the insurance
against world Stalinist conquest—so also
every socialist advance and victory in the
West frees the people of the Stalinist em-
pire from the fear that if they turn against
their masters it is the old regime of capi-
talism ond outlived reaction that will
benefit,

The revolution for socialist freedom on
both sides of the Iron Curtain is of one
piece, It is the Third Camp, It is the
only genuine ally of the Hungatian and
Polish revolufion. It is the only realistic
and practical force that is now pushing
the danger of World War IIT into the
distance, in proportion to its rise. It is
the living dynamic of the new era which-
can abolish the threat of war altogether,
along with the outlived rival systems of
capitalism and Stalinism.

WEEK by WEEK ...

LABOR ACTION screens and analysss
the week's news, discusses the car-
rent problems of iabor and seclallam,
gives you information you can't find
anywhere eise.
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[ Socialist Unity and the SP

Readers of LaBor Action will recall
from reports which eppeared in it on the
June convention of the Socialist Parly
that at one of the sessions of that con-
vention a motion was introduced propos-
ing wnity between the SP and the ISL
and olher sociulist groups.

At that time, and following the con-
vention the ISL indicated a favorable at-
titude toward the proposal and has so
eommented on several other occasions as,
for example, in its statement an the elec-
tions.

Since then the Political Committee of
the ISL has conducted a rather full dis-
cussion of the matter in order to express
it3 views more fully und to reply to the
many inguiries received on what the
ISL’s position is on such unity, The Po-
litical Committee adopted o unanimous
resolution on the question which it be-
lieves states its views on unity. We are
publishing the resolution below, so that
our friends, sympathizers and readers
may become acquainted with these views.
ALBERT GATES
Secretary, ISL

b

(1) We welcome the initiative taken
by left-wing comrades in the Socialist
Party in proposing to explor® the pos-
gibility of unity between the BSocialist
Party and the ISL and other socialist
groups,

(2) We are for such unity, as a step
toward revitalizing a militant socialist
movement in this country against both
capitalism and Stalinism.

"(3) We are ready at any time to enter
into discussion with representatives of
the Socialist Party to explore the pos-
sibilities of such unity, without laying
down any conditions in advance of such

DISPATCH FROM DUBLIN

discussion, programmatic or organiza-
tional. We think that every opportunity
should be taken, both by the comrades
of the Socialist Party and our own, to
explore such possibilities, and to mutual-
ly clarify our respective points of view
with each other. Our attitude in favor of
unity is not conditioned on any change
in the program or leadership in the SP;
what we have in view is not unification
exclusively with the left wing or any
other single section of the SP, We are in
favor of uniting with the SP as a whole
as it is now, .

(4) The socialist unity we stand for is
intended to further a lasting regroup-
ment of socialist forees, and must be the
antithesis of any kind of “raid” by one
socialist group or another. We are for
such an organizational merger as prom-
ises to lead to a stable and lasting coex-
istence of the merged forces on a healthy
and mutually agreed basis; it is this
whose possibilities we want to explore.
While we would want the most favorable
possible unity from our point of view, we
do not condition our attitude on securing
it.

(5) This statement is, therefore, mnot
put forward as a temporary or conjunc-
tural expedient, but as a statement of
continuing poliey for the Independent
Socialist movement, to make clear that
among the tenets of Independent Social-
ism is also this one: that we stand for
secialist unity. Short of unity, or until
it may become possible, we stand, by the
same token, for a maxium in amicable
and cooperative relations with the SP,
in spite of or above and beyond our legit-
imate political differences and argumen-
tation, and we favor measures which will
contribute to such amicable and cooper-
ative relations for the future,

Discontent Bubbling in Dublin

M. M,
By Dublin, Oct. 7

The Provisional United Organization
of the two trade-union congresses (in the
process of merging) has in recent weeks
been reluctantly forced into the open to
call a halt to the deflationary policies of
the Labor-supported coalition govern-
ment. These policies have been ereating
widespread unemployment, The ul_ﬁted
leadership’s hand was forced by an irate
membership given a lead by the 80,000-
strong Dublin Trades Union Council.

Playing possum for two and a half
vears the upper crust of the two congres-
ses have for their silence been on the re-
ceiving end of the political-patronage
queue, while their members were being
flung out of employment and forc?d to
emigrate in tens of thousands to Britain.
The most odious and vicious anti-work-
ing-class measures of the Labor minist-
ers in the coalition could not induce the
the boys in clover to utter a peep. Silence
is golden,

Now the wrath of members and lnm_al
leaders who see the looming economic
storm that will shatter their domestic
fortunes has exploded in the august pre-
cincts of PUQ headquarters. Binks, last
vears’s PUO president, politely admon-
ished the two governments in the coun-
try (Dublin and Belfast, to show no
favoritism) on their lack of sensitivity
for workers' needs. One can expect a
lack of sensitivity from the archaic Tory
Unionist regime in Belfast; but when
among the Dublin ministers are ax-'l_"T_JG
presidents, whose governmental policies
are less humane than the doubledyed
Tories in Belfast, why the attempt to
whitewash them?

Binks referred %o the crisis at all be-
cause the Dublin TUC hod issued a call for
demonstrotions &nd protest meetings to
head off farther measures being contem-
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plated to dismiss workers from public ant
government services being contemplated
to dismiss workers from public and gov-
ernment services. The Council further de-
manded that the national trade-unien cen-
ters, in line with long-standing policy de-
cisions, move against the government and

' put the squeere on the Labor ministers, or

break with them completely.

Larkin, a member of the PUO and a .

Labor depufy to boot, sensing the mood
of the ranks, came out at a Regional
Labor Party Conference with a sharp
attack on the government, including its
Labor contingent, to head off the harm-
less speculation of the rank-and-file move-
ment for militant action. This is Larkin’s
Stalinist training being applied against
the left. He has been a consistent and
demagogic supporter of the coalition and
it was he who laid down the blueprint for
Labor's participation in the present gov-
ernment at the 1953 Labor Party confer-
ence paving: the way for the right-wing

leadership {Norton & Co.) to lash the

small socialist oﬁ:positiun.

In preserving this government setup,
he has used his trade-union position to
head off and damp down any militant
anti-government movement. Now threat-
ened with the loss of his parliamentary
sinecure he publiely criticizes what he
privately upholds and created and what
he voted to continue at the jamboree
which the cabinet convened to bolster
their trembling fortunes in the face of
trade-unionist revolt.

Te help sustain the rank-and-file revoit,
fhe Dublin Trades Council is spensoring a
mass protest meeting on the eve of the
autumn reassembly of Parlioment. On the
other hand the TUC has convened—so the
story gees— two special conferences for
bath parts of the country to discuss the
situation—this only in the face of clamor
from its unemployed and emigrating mem-
bers, osd perhaps foo late to avoid com-
plete breakdown in living standards.

It is indeed time for the Irish trade-
union movement to reorient its politieal
thinking and put socialism on the agenda.
When Irish workers cease to be pariahs
in their own land, they will also cease
to be a threat to the living standards of
the English brethren who have placed
the strugple for socialism as a top prior-
ity on their political list.

BOOKS AND IDEAS

Bowdlerized Labor History

4 Y

Union House, Union Bar: The History of
the Motel and Restauront Employees and
Bartenders International Union, AFL-CIO,
by Matthew Josephson.—~Rondom House,
1956, 389 pages, $5.
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By BEN HALL

When the hotel and restaurant union
was chartered by the AFL in 1891, it
numbered only a few thousand; in 19566,
its 400,000 members put it among the
top ten labor organizations in the coun-
try. This is the story of its growth, in
erisis, struggle and change.

As a straight factual account, this
history is highly informative and illum-
inating. Although the author was com-
missioned by the union's 1953 conven-
tion to undertake the job, and in that
sense he writes an “official” history, his
work is far superior to the average ac-
credited and duly accepted product.

He tries to maintain a studious ob-
jectivity; he expresses a continuing ad-
miration for those thousands of men and
women, expleited, tired, hot and sweaty,
who fought their way up to a measure
of human dignity through their union.

But he gives more than facts and sym-
pathy; he has a point of view, one which
corresponds almost exactly with the out-
look of today's more socially conscious
union leader: for industrial unionism;
political activity within the limits of
bourgeois politics; for democracy in
general but for limitations on the rights
of Communists in the unions; non-social-
ist, taking capitalism for granted, but
always critical of big business.

As he presents it, such is the unmion
today, just as is the American labor
movement. But it was not always so.

In the hotel and allied trades there
was once a strong socialist spirit; in the
AFL union there was a significant so-
cialist trend. How to account for it, how
to describe its evolution and decline?

Here the author’s objectivity fails him.
In his view the past dovetails neatly into
the present in one smooth logical pro-
cess. He sees the union evolve in strug-
gle from dependence upon a narrow. sec-
tion of bartenders and skilled cooks into
a modern industrial union based upon
the mass of sweated workers; unionism,
just as it is today, appears as the cul-
mination and completion of the story.
In" that lies the whole content of its past
and of all its inner turmoil,

At significant points, however, his ac-

caunt breaks down and his point of view

serves no longer to illuminate but omly
to becloud, The policies accepted so unan-
imously by laber today were not always
acclaimed by progressive unionists. Were
they wrong then? Are they wrong now?
And why?

A CLOUD FALLS

Such questions are not even touched
upon, although they should arise in the
minds of thinking unionists as they read
this book.

Just two examples:

At one time, the top union leadership
rejected every proposal to limit the
rights of Communists in the union and
stoutly defended the unlimited demo-
cratic rights of gll. Later it modified its
position to impose restrictions upon
them. The author records both policies
in the same matter-of-fact unecritical
spirit.

#In passing, we learn that Hugo Ernst
(president of the union at his death in
1954) had run for Congress on the So-
cialist ticket in 1922, We note, in a fleet-
ing phrase, that he opposed support to
Roosevelt in 1932, Some 140 pages later,
as though it were the most natural tran-
sition imaginable, we discover he sup-
ported Roosevelt in 1940. Why? How?
What? Here falls a cloud.

Socialism, once a strong current with-
in the labor movement, is today a negli-
gible factor. Socialists playéd a decisive
role in the development of the hotel
union, Author Josephson seems embar-
rassed by this fact; wvet some of the
main heroes of his story, those for ex-
ample who made the eritical turn to in-
dustrial unionizm possible, were social-
ists, .

But whenever he reaches this turn of the
story. his writing becomes murky and

strained, as though the plain facts wers-
a bit eff-color. i

On page 68 we learn (always in pass-
ing) that Jere Sullivan, union secretary
in the early 1900s who blocked the path
to industrial unionism and union growth,
“kept a sharp eve out for soeialists.”

A rank-and-file leader, John Bookjans,
who later became editor of the union
paper, is a prominent and admired
figure, We learn on page 102 (in passing,
of course) that another union official
said to him “Bookjans, you would be a
fine fellow if only you weren't so much
of a socialist!”

Was he a socialist or not? Josephson
never tells us! Even the index is cagey.
It lists Bookjans, “alleged socialist se-
tivities.”

Later we are informed that boss Sul-
livan ecriticized all industrial unionists
as “socialists.” Were they? The author
won't tell us; he turns enigmatically to
a description of the influence of social:
ism in general in 1912 and continyes
abruptly to a discussion of Bookjans®
campaign for industrial unionism (1914).

And the man who led the way in get-
ting rid of Sullivan and opening the
road to industrial unionism was Huga
Ernst who, as the author let slip, once
ran on the socialist ticket. Was he one
of those “socialists?” The reply is vagtre:
in 1923 he “had his own Bhilosophy of
labor, at any rate a more liberal and
progressive one than that of the Interna-
tional’s leaders.”

Even the three sentences that mention
his candidaey on the Socialist ticket are
careful to point out, “There was no Dem~
oerat in the race.”

Josephson is painfully careful that the
Ernst of 1922 be absclved from viclating
the AFL-CIO line of 1955!

H we want full value for our money,
we must read between the lines of Univn
House, Union Bar; diligent research is
seriously marred by subjecting the hiss
tory of sixty years to the censorship of
1956. , '

FOR A SOCIALIST:
PROTEST VOTE

VOTE SOCIALIST! To cast a |
socialist protest vote, Labor Ac- |
tion recommends a vofe for the
following Socialist Party candi- |
dafes:

Write in Darlington Hoopes
and Samuel H. Friedman for |
president and vice-president.

In Hlinois, write in Kellam Fos- |
ter for governor, Donald R. An- |
derson for lieutenant-governor. |

In New York Sfate, write in}
Joseph G. Glass for senator.
And vote for independent Liber-
ol Party candidates, not on oth-
er party tickets.
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Britain and European Unity

'By OWEN ROBERTS

London, Oet. 25

The proposals for a European free-trade area, now being widely
canvassed in political and buginess circles here, appear o have ‘caught
British Labor leaders napping. In sharp contrast to the active propa-
ganda of the Tory government and its friends the newspaper owners,
Labor so far remains officially noncommittal and largely silent.

The only Labor leader of any
consequence to make a public state-
ment on the proposals to date has
been Aneurin Bevan; and his con-
tribution was more of an aside
than a general pronouncement on
the fundamental prineiple involved.

Speaking at a meeting in Bristol five
days ago, Bevan said rather scathingly
that he thought too much fuss was being
made about “this small idea of a common
market in Europe.” Britain’s gain would
be greater, he suggested, if it threw a-
gide the present embargoes on “East-
West” trade.

The press was quick to note that Bev-
an’s statement did not really come to
grips with the issues involved, and the

“Manechester Guardinn pointed to the fact
vthat “Mr, Bevan was careful not to say
"he was against British participation in
a European free-trade area.” It also
-said that he had omitted to explain why
he thought the propesed free-trade area
should necessarily eonflict with increased
trade with the “Communist countries.”

A couple of days after Bevan's speech
the interest of British trade unions in the
subject became opparent when members
of the economic committee of the Trades
Union Congress went to the Treasury for
talks on the matter with the Choncellor of
the Exchequer and the President of the
Board of Trade.

As yet no official report is available on
what passed between the two sides, but
it is generally believed that most of the
two-hour talk was taken up by explana-

| tions from government spokesmen on
how the proposed free-trade area would
effect Britain’s economy.

LABOR DUEBIOUS

Yesterday the TCU General Council
held its normal monthly meeting at
which it decided to seek & special meeting
with members of the Labor Party Exec-
utive Committee and Parliamentary La-
bor Party in order to discuss the govern-
ment's attitude and to try to estblish a
common poliey for both the TCU and the
Labor Party. This is taken to indicate
that the trade unions regard the matter
of great importance and one upon which
the whole Labor movement should speak
with a single voice. .

Insofar as can be determined, a num-
ber of union leaders at vesterday's TCU
meeting expressed doubts about Britain's
participation in the contemplated Euro-
pean free-trade area. The biggest doubts
were expressed by union leaders from
the heavy industries who posed the qués-
tion whether such participation would
depress British wages to the lower levels
now prevailing on the Centinent.

An official announcement of the TCU’s
attitude may be forthcoming after a
special meeting of the General Council
which has been called for November Z.
By this time the TCU hopes to have had
its discussions with the Labor Party
leadership.

In previous considerations of the sub-
jeet-of “European economic integration”
—as it is generally designated over here
—the Labor Party has placed a great de-
gree of emphasis on how far this would
involve loss of control over domestic pol-
icies by the British government. Perhaps
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the greatest point, insofar as the Labor
leadership is concerned, is the limitations
which would be placed upon a British,
government in the use of import restrie-
tions, # method of direct control much
favored by the Labor Party to avoid a
trade deficit and to manage the balance-
of -payments problem.

At rank-ond-file level in the Labor
Party., objection to economic integration
with Europe in present circumstances us-
ualty centers around the fact that it would
endaonger full employment in Britain and
would hamper efforts to secure the re-
distribution of income and property here.
This appears to have found expression at
yesterday's TUC meeting n some union
leaders are said to have pointed out that
a European free markef presupposed
common economic policies; and this would
tie the hands of any future Lobor govern-
ment and might well hinder any program
which contemplated on extension of pub-
lic ownership of industry.

This question of Britain’s nationalized
industries is said to have been featured
when the TCU leaders held their talks
with government spokesmen earlier in
the week, Backstairs gossip has it that
one of the points raised by the TCU was
the effeet which participation in a Euro-
pean free market would have upon the
price of British coal.

In spite of the fact that British miners
are the best paid in Europe and that
£987 million werth of new capital equip-
mient has been installed in the mines dur-
ing the past seven years, the coal dug
from Britain’s nationalized mines is the
cheapest in Europe. This gives the whole
of British industry an advantage over
the remainder of Europe. In a free-trade
area this advartage would disappear, for
it has always been stated that in such a
market British coal prices would have
to rise to the higher level of the area

British trade-unionists, naturally, do
not like this idea. It would mean a gen-
eral increase in the transport and manu-
facturing costs of British industry and
a consequent rise in living cost for work-
ers as prices rose. In additions, prices of
British goods sold overseas would in-
crease, the balance-of-payments position
would become more difficult, and employ-
ment prospects more uncertain.

JOB FOR THE LEFT

It appears however, thet the gevern-
ment spokesmen assured the TUC leaders’
that British membership in the contempla-
ted free-trade area would not mean an
increase in the price of coal sold at home,
If this ossurance was given, and really
meant, it proves that even the Tory gov-
ernment realizes that a European free-
trade morket would have to exclude cer-
tain items, such as coal. In thiz case it
would not be a "free market" and thus
copitalism would once cgoin be caught up
in its own contradictions.

Although the Tory party in general is
in favor of Britain's participation in a
European free-trade area, there are op-
ponents of the idea within its ranks.
Most influental of these opponents is
probably Lord Beaverbrook, boss of
Britain's second largest daily newspaper
and outspoken believer in strengthening
“Commonwealth bonds.” It is this insis-
tence that “the Empire comes first”
which leads Beaverbrook and a section of
the Tory party to view the idea of any
ties with Europe with great suspicion.

So far no section of the Labor Party
left has attempted to analyze the cur-
rent plans for “free trade,” either on a
broad theoretical basis or in terms of
immediate economie consequences for
both Britain and Europe. However, there
is a eurrent of opinion within the Labor
Party which has never ceased to advance
the idea of a United' States of Socialist
Europe whenever it seemed pertinent to
a current problem. The present state of
propaganda for “European unity” by the
bourgeosie presents an admirable oppor-
tunity for such people of the Labor left
to explain what this means from the
viewpoint of an international socialist

By BEN HALL

A favorite token of labor-management
cooperation, for those who prediet a
long period of classless labor “peace,” i
the long-term contract. We remind our
readers that the United Auto Workers
at its last national convention repudi-
ated long contracts and in its last nego-
tiations reduced the term of auto agree-
ments from five to three years.

Now comes an official report from the
Research Department of the AFL-CIO
on “Duration of Agreements” publizhed
in the September issue of its periodical
Collective Bargaining Reports.

The AFL-CIO is uneasy at the trend to
‘increase the length of comtracts. “Agree-
ments for more than-a year," reports the
Research Department, “have been favored
mostly by management.” And the union
should not accept them, at least not un-
less it gets plenty in return. “A long-term
‘ugreement is a very substantial union con-
cession and must ‘not be sold cheaply.""

The Bureau of Labor Statisties and
the., National - Industrial Conference
Board surveyed thousands of recent
union contracts and concluded that an
impressive number were written for
three years or more, almost 25 per cent.
But the AFL ealls this view “incom-
plete,” pointing out that many long-term
agreements allow periodic reopenings to
take up wages and conditions and permit
strikes in the event of a deadlock.

In substance, the AFL is not enthu-
siastic over long contracts, It reports,
with obvious approval, a statement of
the Newspaper Guild:

“The trend toward contracts covering
periods of more than a year is alarming
...this trend must be reversed. Great
caution must be exercised in the enter-
taining of any management proposals
for contracts for longer than a year. To
negotiate a contract every year may be
tough, But not to negotiate every year

LONG-TERM CONTRACTS ARE IN BAD ODOR NOW

may mean gradual death by hardening
of the union arteries.”

Under the headline “This Is the Price
Labor Pays to Back Stevenson and the
Democratic Party"” (LA, Qct. 22) we
surveyed the attitude of the labor union
press on the Southern struggle for de-
mocracy, pointing out that the unions
were closing their eves to the fight. They
are too busy beating the bushes for Dem-
ocratic votes to pay attention to the
struggle for democracy. .

One of our readers sent us on interest-
ing article from the March issue of the
hotel union magazine The Catfering Indus-
try Employee. It is such stuff that is lack«
ing now in the unions' publications. Here
are a few short excerpts from it:

*, .» the court, ordering Dixie to shed
its double standard of public education,
threatens the entire power structure
which has kept the SBouth in thralldom
for 100 years."

“Taken all together, the fabric of Jim
Crow is meant to keep Southern power
where it is by insuring te employers,
large and small, urban or rural, factory,
ot hotel, &r office or store, an ample sup-
ply of cheap, unorganized, non-voting
and not-te-well-educated labor. Beginning
with this, Jim Crow governs the South
like a greedy spoilsman. Tt robs most
Southerners, Negro and white alike, and
it levies tribute on the rest of the.nation
as well, Only a handful share the loot.-

. ..the ‘one-party’ South will be an
early casualty once Jim Crow is gone.
When it is, the whole nation will gain.

‘For Dixiecrats elected by a tiny minor-

ity in Southern districts, sure of reelec-
tion vear after vear, are the main road-
bloek in Congress to the social legisla-
tion needed by all our citizens, North
and South alike. Their seniority puts
them in key committee posts where they
can block all bills the ‘briefease Klans-
men’ don't like."” N

- A FREE DEBATE IN LABOR RANKS IS NEEDED

By JACK WILSON

The more one reads labor papers, the
more difficult it becomes to find out what
is going on in the union movement. They
imitate corporation papers too much.
Any big corporation’s house organ for
employees always presents everyone

sworking for the firm as a member of one
happy family. Union papers give a sim-
ilar impression of everyone in the union

_movement being just one happy family,

united behind a -+wisé and progressive
leadership in whom the ranks have full
confidence.

Recently in the union movement we've
heard a lot about how the rubber work-
ers want te go back to an eight-hour day,
and how everyone in the rubber shops in
Akron is working two jobs because there
they still have a 30-hour basic work-
week. “And what areZyou going to do
with the workers? They are noney-nung-
ry and always work two jobs when they
can!”

If a high official of the UAW hadn't
gaid this, we wouldn’t bother repeating it
or discussing it. But it's surprising how
the inadequacies of the labor press en-
able false stories to get around.

The plain truth of the matter is that
any survey of a comparable rubber shop
in Akron and an auto shop in Detroity
will show that the percentage of workers
who do other work are almost the same:
around ‘20 per ecent, according to a sur-
vey this writer made, So obviously, the
question isn’t settled by seeing which
plant has a 30-hour week and which has
a 40-hour week.

In both cases, the number of workers
whe feel the pressing need for killing
themselves by working extra is about the
same. «(The two plants we studied each
had about 9000 employees.)

Secondly, most rubber workers in the
Akron area don’t work 30 heurs. They
work 86 and get paid time and a half
for the last six.

After a vigorous debate at the recent
Rubber Workers' (URWA) econvention,

+ the delegates turned down by a l4-vote

margin thé proposal of the top union
leaders to negotiate 8-hour 5-day con-
tracts, where the basic work schedule
now is 6 hours and 5 days a week.

Likewise the leadership tried to get
the constitution changed, for in the con-
stitution the goal of a 30-hour week for
the entire industry is a mandatory pol-
icy.

Without a smile, and without the
slightest comprehension of what they
were saying, the top leaders of the rub-
ber workers’ union argued that by go-
ing to an 8-hour day—establishing a
uniform work schedule in the entire in-
dustry—they would then be in a better
position to uniformly reduce the work-
week later!

After the URWA convention, a test
vote on these issues was conducted at
Firestone Local ¥ in Akron, which em-
ploys around 9000, The vote against the
top leadership’s proposal was 4772 to
1313. This reaffirmed a trend that was in-
dicated by the elections for delegates to
the URWA convention. Most Akron area
delegates ran on a slate opposing that
particular policy of the top leaders.

Although Walter P. Reuther and some
UAW leaders are concerned over this
trend in the URWA, since in contradicts
the policy now adopted by the UAW to
make a shorter work-week the major
goal in 1958, there is also substantial
minority opinion in top UAW circles that
this whole policy is wrong, and that the
rubber workers' leadership is on a sound
track.

A good full and free debate on these
issues in the labor press would seem in-
dicated. We doubt if it will be held.
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