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Prayer Pilgrimage to Washington Is
Historic Mass Action for Real Democracy

By GORDON HASKELL

The Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom to Washington, D. C. on- May

17 shows every indication of being a historic event of enormous signifi-.

cance.

Between 50,000 and 100,000 Negroes and whites are preparing to
converge on Washington in a mighty demonstration of the unshakable
determination of the whole Negro people and their white allies to end

the Jim Crow system in America
ance and for all,

This vast assemblage, peacefully
gathering to demonstrate at the
Lincoln Memorial on the third an-
niversary of the Supreme Coturt
decision against segregation in the
nation’s schools, will serve to im-
press on the' racists, both inside
Congresas and in the nation at large,
the hopelessness of their bitter-end
fight to preserve the Jim Crow sys-
tem.

Even more, it will encourage and
inspire the Negroes who are fight-
ing for their freedom and equality
in the South and in the North, and
men and women of all colors who
are fighting for freedom and equal-
ity under different circumstances
all over the world.

The enthusiasm with which the
whole Negro community has rallied
behind the Prayer Pilgrimage dem-
enstrates- once again how deeply
the Negro people of America have
come to realize that the struggle
im which they are engaged can only
bz won by their own determined
end persistent action. =

The support the Prayer Pilgrim-
sze has received from the most ad-
vanced sections of the labor move-
ment and from other liberal organ-
izations also proves, onee again,
the indissoluble ties which link the
struggle of the Negro people for
equality to all movements for de-
mocracy and social progress in the

country,
Labor Backs It

This. support also demonstrates
the old truth, often forgotten or de-
nied by the prophets of “gradual-
ism” and “compromise,” that de-
termined, militant struggle at-
tracts and binds allies rather than
repels them.

As one could have expected, fore-
most among national labor unions
supporting the Prayer Pilgrimage
is the United Automobile Workers.

President Walter Reuther and Wil-
liam Oliver, co-director of the
UAW’s Fair Employment Practices
Department, have issued a state-
ment which hails the Pilgrimage
and urges all UAW locals to see to
it that they send delegations to
Washington.

Many other unions, both local
and national, have also come out in
support of the Pilgrimage, and
have urged and organized their
members to participate in it.

The Prayer Pilgrimage shapes up
as a truly national demonstration
for equality.

First and foremost are the dele-

'‘Decentralization’?

The reorganization .of the industrial
ministries’ setup announced in Russia
with seme fanfare is no doubt of great
interest but—and this is the preliminary
comment we want to make right now—
it is not of interest because of the tag
that has been given it in the headlines:
decentralization,

There is no decentralization of power
involved in the change; nor is any really
even claimed;

“Decentralization” became a promi-
nent fraud in the Stalinist world follow-
ing the Titoist explorations of this field.
In contrast with the changes now an-
nounced for Russia, the Yugoslavs did
make sorties in the direction of decen-
tralization of power, but were never able
to carry their experimental wishes
through for one simple and basic reason:
all these economic decentralization
schemes assumed and indeed reguired the
continued existence of monolithic and to-
talitarian pelifical control from the cen-
ter; and as long as the political power
remained a centralized totalitarianism, it
was not possible to achieve a meaningful
economic decentralization in other than
empty forms.

The Yugoslav experiments, therefore,
had at least the merit of demonstrating

gations from the South, made up
of men and women. who have stood
courageously in the front line of
the struggle for years. One thou-
sand people are expected from
Montgomery, Alabama, whose bus
boycott has become a national sym-
bol, center of organization and in-
spiration for the whole struggle.
Birmingham, Ala. has pledged
1500 people; New Orleans 1500;
Mobile 500.

Some 3000 people .are planning
to travel all the way from the West
Coast. Much larger contingents
will come from New York, Chicago,
Detroit and Philadelphia. Balti-
more promises to have the largest
number present, next tc Washing-
ton, D. C. itself.

In most of these cities, mass
meetings and torchlight parades
are planned in advance of May 17,
to rally support and demonstrate
the solidarity of additional tens of
thousands who will not be able to

that lesson:
genuine social change under these hu-
reaucratic collectivisms is the breakup
of the political monopoly of the rulers.
It is meaningless to speak of some kind

the sina gue mon for any

of “economic democracy” which can ex-
ist apart from political democracy.

But it is doubtful whether the Russian
administrative reshuffline will have sig-
nificance of even this order. Under even
the most centralized setup, there must be
some sort of division of labor and ad-
ministration which is hierarchically sub-
ordinated to the all-powerful center. Up
to now the first step under the summit in
this has been the division of functions
among the national ministries; now, in a
certain number of cases (not in the case
of war industries—a gigantic exception)
the initial division will be among the so-
called republies, that is, the geographical
subdivisions of the centralized power.

- But the apparatus of these republics
from top to bottom Is as moenelithically
subordinated to Moscow a3 any ministry.
Here too there can be no meaningful de-
centralization without a breakup of the
pelitical monolith.

If the change is tagged for publicity
purposes as ‘“decentralization” that is
only because that term evokes the con-

fContinued on page 4]
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make the trip to Washington thems
selves,

The official call to the Prayer
Pilgrimage, signed by Roy Wilkins,
executive secretary of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, Rev. Martin
Luther King, president of the South-
ern Leaders Conference, and A..
Philip Randolph, president of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Pore
ters, gives a description of the
long, patient and painful efforts of
the Negro people to get legal rec-
ognition of equal rights, and of the
assault on their rights and their
organizations organized or cone
doned by the governments of the -

_s!qfes in the South,

Target Is Freedom

In detailing the oppressions and
abuses visited on Negroes struge
gling for their legal and humam
rights, the Call states:

. But eight states have defied
the nation’s highest court and have
refused to begin in good faith, with
all deliberate speed, to comply with
its ruling. In these states privately
organized groups have exerted eco-
nomic pressure upon Negro citi-
zens who have simply asked obedi-
ence to the Supreme Court. Men
and women have been fired from
their jobs. Merchants have been
refused credit and goods. Farmers
have been denied loans.

“The governments of these states
have joined the assault on democ-
racy by moving to put the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People out of business.
While the NAACP is the declared
target of these actions, the true vie-
tims are the white and Negro citi-
zens who are thereby restricted in
the exercize of their right to free-
dom of speech, freedom of assem-
bly and petition, and freedom to
seek redress of grievances through -
the courts...

“The law-enforcement agencies
of these states have permitted vit-
lence to be visited upon individuals
and institutions which oppose seg-
regation. Ministers have been ar-
rested, threatened and shot.
Churches and homes have been
bombed. School children have been

(Tura to kst page)




LABOR ACTION

e e by

REPORTS ON MAY DAY MEETINGS

{

ISL-YSL Celebration Hears

Shachtman on Political Outlook

New York, Moy 6

i Approximately 150 members and
friends of the Independent Socialist
League and the Young Socialist League
attended the May Day celebration spon-
sored by these two organizations in New
York on the evening of May 3. This
event, a highly successful one, featured
talks by Max Shachtman, national chair-
man of the ISL, and YSL national chair-
- man Michael Harrington, as well as a
musical sketch, “My Fair Party,” per-
formed by the New York YSL Players.
Dancing, a buffet supper, and the singing
of socialist and labor songs by the as-
gemblage, rounded out the evening’s pvo-
2ram.

Michael Harrington, YSL chairman,
brought the greetings of the youth or-
ganization to the meeting, and spoke
briefly about the accomplishments in the
past period of the soeialist youth move-
ment: and the-brighter prospects which
foom for the future: He detailed the re-
cent activities of the YSL, especially in
eonnection with the struggzle for eivil
rights, and. ‘called upon all in the audi-
ence to participate in the Prayer Pil-
grimage te Washmgton. He also ana-
Iyzed the improvement in the campus sit-
uation,-and the new opportunities which
egisted for the YSL as a result.

BRIGHTER NOW

_Max Shachtman, in a moving address,
took up the prospects for the socialist
movement in general. The road that lies
béfore socialists-now is brighter than it
has-been for many years, he -declared.
The . democratic.. socialist. revolution
against Stalinism in Eastern Europe, the
unification of the labor movement in this

country, the heroic struggle for freedom
by the Negroes, the shattering of the
Communist movement in this country—
these create the opportunity for a re-
surgence of socialism in the United
States.

Such a resurgence, however, cannot be
accomplished by any of the existing so-
cialist sects, he explained. To revitalize
and rebuild the movement a democratic
socialist regroupment is required. He
proceeded to outline the views of the ISL
on such a tegroupment, indicating what
he felt it would be able to achieve.

Shachtman ended his talk by stressing
that this is the time for all unaffiliated
socialists to rejoin the movement. He
called npon “old-timers” in the audience,
who because of discouragement or for
other reasons had dropped away from
the movement, to rejoin the ISL;: for so-
cialists who had not been aclive recently
to recommence their activity in the
struzgle for socialism; and above all, for
young people in the audience who were
unaffiliated sociaiists to join the YSL,
thereby embarking on a lifetime of the
most meaningful and fruitful endeavor
possible for human beings, the struggle
for socialist freedom.

The musical skit, “My Fair Party,”
which opened the program of the meet-
ing, was a satire on various positions and
views advanced in the current regroup-
ment ferment in the socialist movement.

The skit, and its performance, were re-

garded by all in the audience as one of
the funniest and entertaining offerings
of the New York YSL “cultural section,”
and was enthusiastically applauded by
those fortunate enough to witness it. The
meeting closed with the singing of the
“Internafionale.”

* SP-SDF Meeting in New York
Heartened by Big Attendance

By MAX MARTIN

New York, May 2

‘The May Day meeting of the Socialist
Party-Soecial Demoeratic Federation held
in New York on the evening of May 1
drew a large overflow erowd. Approxi-
mately 500 people turned out for the
“United Socialist International May Day
Rally” and listened to talks by Fusao
Yamaguchi, international secretary of
the BSocialist Party of Japan; Louis
Goldberg, SP-SDF vice-chairman; Karl
Kautsky, former socialist member of the
Vienna City Council. Harry Laidler of
the League for Industrial Democracy;
and Emanuel Scherer, secretary of the
Jewish Labor Bund.

The rally, which was jointly sponsored
by the SP-SDF, the LID, the Bund and
several other gromups, was organized
around the theme of “Democratie Spcial-
ist Unity At Home and Abroad,” with
major emphasis placed on the recent uni-
fication of the SP and SDF. Samuel
Friedman, chairman of the SP-SDF’s
New York local, chaired the meeting and
also addressed it.

SCHERER'S TALK

"The rally was-opened with the showing
of films taken at May Day celebrations
in various Europoean citiez last year.
Then followed talks by Laidler, who re-
viewed the history of May Day, and
Yamaguchi, who brought to the gather-
ing the greetings of the Japanese SP.

‘The latter expressed his gratification
at the results already achieved by the
unification of the two wings of the social-
ist movement in his country and his
gratifieation over SP-SDF unity here.
He explained the campaign being waged

Lhicago’s United Socialist May Day
Is Most Successful in Many Years

I Chicago, May 5

The most successful May Day rally
which. Chicago has seen for many years
was held on April 30 by the United So-
«ialist May Day committee. of this city.
Some 300 . people heard speeches and
greetings  from spokesmen for all the
sponsaring organizations and. partici-
patedin singing socialist songs.

Late in-March, on the call of the Social-
st Party of lilinois, representatives of the
Socialist-Party of lllinois, Italion Branch
of. SP-SDF, . Independent Socialist Leegue,
Young. Socialist League, Young People’s
Socialist League, Industrial Workers of the-
Waerld, Jewish Socialist Verband, Work-
man's: Circle and the Jewith Labor Bund
met to plon the holding of o joint.May Day
l‘wll’a

The committee had in mind particular-

1y the heroic struggle of the Hungarian
people; and-expressed the traditienal in-
ternational and working-class solidarity
of May Day in its central slogan: “dedi-
cated to-the freedom fighters of Hungary
and the world over.,”
. 'The meeting opened with brief mes-
sages of May Day greetings from the
representatives of the sponsoring organi-
zations, interspersed with the singing of
such favorite socialist and labor songs as
“The Workers® Flag,” “Hold the Fort”
and “Solidarity Forever.” While most of
these speakers confined their remarks to
brief extemporaneous messages, Some
specific political notes were struck.

The spokesman for the Independent
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Socialist League stressed the fact that in
the two great political struggles in the
country today, the labor movement and
thé mass movement of the Negro people
for equality, socialism as a strong cur-
rent was entirely absent. Only if the
scattered forces of democratic socialism.
take advantage of the disintegration of
the Stalinist movement and the revived
interest among demoeratic socialist
groups to rebuild a united socialist move-
ment, ‘he said, could ‘thiz absence be
remedied.

The speaker for the Young Socialist
League.on the same point stated that the
League looked forward to the initiation
of .this regroupment through an expan-
sion of the SP-SDF unity to include
other groups, including the Independent
Socialist League and the Young Socialist
Leagus,

THOMAS & SHIER TALK

The featured speaker of the evening
was Norman Thomas. Before he spoke
the rally was addressed by a speaker
from the labor movement, Carl Shier,
the chairman of the bargaining. commit-
tee of Local 6, UAW, AFL-CIO.

Shier surveyed the fast-changing do-
mestic and international scene since May
Day 1956, He traced in particular the
road which the labor movement has trav-
eled, emphasizing the tragic fact that
today the unions are on the defensive he-
fore the charge of corruption and that
within their own ranks there exists little
veal membership education and under-
standing about basic concepts of union-
ism. The first step toward developing a
politically conscious working elass which
can lead American society, is the elemen-
tary task of “unionizing the organized,”
he said. To do that job the labor move-
ment, he continued, needs a “philosophy™
which can only be supplied by a united

E

and dynamic democratic socialist move-
ment,

Norman Thomas' speech reminded the
audience that, though the boasts of Ameri-
can capitalism that it hos solved its eco-
nomic problems with foolproof prosperity
were largely fraudulent even in-their own
terms, there were even more damning in-
dictments of it as o social and human' fail-
ure which socialists can and should :bring
forth,

He scathingly asked how any  system
could boast of its successes when it
lurched along on an underpinning  of
enormous arms produetion at the same
time that it is unable to solve national
problems. of housing, health or adequate
edueation. -

The struggle of the Negro people for
elementary equality was also noted by
Thomas as an indication that capitalism
—even welfare capitalism—has far from
solved its basic problems. He denounced
the spiritual bankruptey of the present
political leadership which can think of no
other course internationally than ts con-
tinue their criminal and futile-testing of
H-bombs. He called for the end of such
tests—Russian, American and British—
at once.

In the face of these problems we
should dismiss all talk of socialists and
socialism no longer having a role to play,
he said. It is only a socialist movement,
he pointed out, that ean infuse society
with a new set of aspirations and only a
strong, vital and democratic socialist
movement which takes cognizance of its
experiences of the past decades which
can do this joh effectively.

The evening concluded with the sing-
ing. of the “International.” Owver $200
was collected to. pay for the expenses of
the meeting and to send to the Austrian
trade-uniorn movement to aid the Hun-
garian revolutionaries,

by the Japanese for the outlawing of
H-bomb tests, and asked for support of
this effort by American socialists.

Emanue! Scherer of the Bund, whao
spoke both in English and in Yiddish,
made what was clearly the most militant
and inspiring speech delivered at the
rally, Pointing to the wealness and iso-
lation of the socialist movement in this
country, he explained that soeialists in
the U. 3. could: draw hope and inspira-
tion from two sources: the existence of
mass socialist labor movements through-
out the world, and the socialist historical
analysis of society which showed that
the three-cornered struggle between cap-
italism, Communism and soecialism was
in reality u struggle between socialism
and totalitarian Communism for the in-
heritance of the world from a decaying
capitalism. Thus, humanity’s future is
inextricably linked with the fate of so-
cialism.,

Scherer deplored the.divisions and dis-
unity which existed -among socialists in
New York in regard to celebrating May
Day and pointed to Chicago as a city in
which there was a real united democratie
socialist May Day.

This was in the main a reference to
the fact that those sections of the SDF
which had not participated in unity with
the SP, notably the Jewish Socialist Ver-
band, together with the Workmen’s Cir-
cle and similar organizations, had this
year, unlike the past ones, refused to
participate in a joint meeting with the
SP-SDF, and had instead held a separate
gathering in New York the same night.

Friedman commented on this point by
stating that the SP had tried.its best to
achieve a joint meeting with these
groups,

ENTHUSIASM

The large audience drawn by the raily,
in the face of the absence of the Verband
and its associates, clearly aroused the en-
thusiasm of most of the speckers. The or-
ganizers of the gathering had originally
rented o room seoting 350; when Hhis was
filled, a smaller additional reem: was rent-
ed on the spot, and still some pecple had
to be turned away. In addition, the dinner,
sponsored solely by the SP-SDF prior #a
the rally, drew o lorger attendonce then
that achieved by SP dinmers in previous
years.

Both Friedman and Goldberg showed
theirl excitement over the turnout, re-
garding it as a good omen for the pros-
pects of the SP-SDF. Both indicated that
they regarded the merger of the SP and
SDF as just a step toward :the creation
of ‘a more significant and larger socialist
movement, and directed appeals at non-
members:in the audience to join.

What has to be-noted, however, is the
fact that no attention was paid to the
regroupment ferment in the socialist
movement in general, and the opportuni-
ties which the SP now has to establish
:t.se.l_f'as the genuine center-of a demo-
eratic socialist regroupment of all radi-
-:-{1! anti-capitalist and anti-Stalinist so-
cialists. No attention was paid in the
firet' place to-the question of further uni-
fications with other democratic socialist
organizations, nor secondly to the gues-
tion of how those breaking with totali-
tarian Communism can be won to demo-
cratic socialism and a democratic social-
ist movement.

The enthusiasm of the SP-SDF ovar
the good response to its meeting is under-
standable; all demoeratic soeialists can
tejoice in this fact too. And vet certain
features of the audience provided a dam-
pening effect. The audience at the meet-
ing had a heavy proportion of older peo-
ple, who may be limited in their ability
to build a revived movement, and like-
Wise an eXtremely small proportion of
young people.

The need for voung people to-help re.
vitalize the movement was recognized by
Goldberg, who. welcomed the presence of
those youth who were in the audience,
most:of whom were members-and friends
of the Young Socialist League,

R—
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New Political
Makes Debut

Ey SAM TAYLOR .
New York, May 1

“New York saw a new political combi-
nation in a May Day meeting, a joint en-
terprise of the Communist Party (in
particular its Gatesite wing) together
with certain non-Stalinist and pacifist
ETOUpSs.

The representation on the speakers’
platforms included pacifist spokesmen
A. J. Muste, Dorothy Day (of the Catho-
tic Worker), and Conrad Lynn (promi-
nent civil-rights lawyer); plus Myra
Tanner Weiss of the Socialist Workers
Party; Bert Cochran, editor of the
Amnerican Socialist; and Clifford McAvoy
of the Committee for Socialist Unityan
offshoot of the last-named group; plus
John T. MeManus of the National Guar-
dien, W, E. B. DuBois, and George Blake
Charney, the latter officially representing
the CP.

The meeting had been initiated by the
Committee for Socialist Unity (Zaslow-
‘MeAwvoy) ; but the combination is an out-
prowth of the efforts by A. J. Muste in
the field of vegroupment. [An article on
the new “American Forum for Socialist
Education” initiated by Muste is sched-
uled for next week.—ED.]

In view of the faet that the Daily
Worker and the Netional Guardian had
playved thiz meeting up as the May Day
celebration, and mobilized their forees to
support it, the affair can be accounted
only a modest success for its sponsors.
The two meeting rooms were filled with
about a thousand after another 200-300
had to be turned away. Only a few years
ago the Communist Party forces alone
used to be able to mobilize tens of thou-
sands in May Day rallies.

As distinet from the speakers' repre-
sentation, the audience seemed to bhe
overwhelmingly derived from the CP's
circles, or its Gatesite wing. Only one
of the indications was the instanfaneous
and prolonged standing ovation given to
the long-time intellectual Stalinist W, E.
B; DuBois.

THE UNMENTIONABLE

The political complexion of the meeting
was determined not only by the oudience,
but by the way the speakers handled the
main topic of the day: o vigorous otack
on capitalism and its evils and scarcely a
mention (ond then only in an interesting
way) of Stalinism.

A number of the speakers referred to
the fact that this kind of a May Day
rally was possible at all, that it was
wonderful and that a year ago no one
would have thought it possible.

What no speaker mentioned was the
reason why the meeting of such diverse
representation was possible. Although

New York
Debate

WHAT ROAD TO
SOCIALIST
REGROUPMENT?
o
Max Shachtman
LS.L.

VS,

Murry Weiss
Socialist Workers Party

Chaivman :
Clifford T, McAvoy
Committee for Socialist Unity

e
FRIDAY at 8 p.m.
May 24
L ]
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Combination
in New York

Stalinism or Russia or Hungary was re-
ferred to by only A. J. Muste and Myra
Weiss, not even they in any way gave a
hint that it was the crisis in Stalinism,
particularly Hungary, which made it
thinkable to appear on a May Day plat-
form with a representative of the Com-
munist Party.

The crisis in Stalinism was the unin-

vited and unmentioned guest af this ral--

ly. No one spoke of the Stalinist crime
of murdering the Hungarian Revolution,

By leaving out this overshadowing
fact, the meeting left out the dynamic of
the new situation facing the socialist
and radical movement today—the begin-
ning of the epoch of the anti-Stalinist
revolutions, Therefore the meeting as a
whole had a muted voice on the question
of democracy everywhere in the world.
Leaving out the ervigis in’ Stalinism, the
meeting mainly had the flavor of a Stal-
inoid rally which could have been held
years ago.-

Two speokers did refer to Stalinism—
A. J. Muste and Myra Weiss; they did not
do so sharply, although Muste's was the
better of the two.

The SWP speaker said this mueh:
-+« the most advanced and class-con-
scious working class in the world, the
workers of the Soviet orbit—in: Poland,
in Hungary, in East Germany and in the
Soviet Union—are moving to liberate
themselves from the bureaueratic caste
that has dominated them for so long.”
That's all. gl

She then went on-to denounce the lahor
bureaucracy in the U.8. as “treacher-
oug,” and for “the stupidity, their in-
capacity, their weakness” in failing to
come to the aid of the Negro people and
to organize the South, almost as if equat-
ing the labor bureaucracy and the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy; if anything the labor
bureaucracy comes off much worse. She
had nothing to say. that might disturb
the main. part of the audience in their
present point of view.

A, J. Muste, however, spent a signifi-
cant portion of his time discussing the
Communist Party and Russia, and did
not attempt to push the issue under the
rug.

'MISTAKES' AND MISTAKES

Yet Muste started off by apparently
equating the “mistakes” of the CP with
the “mistakes” of socialist groups. He
stated: It is significant that the CP rep-
resentative spoke of the great mistakes
of his party; I trust everyone else will
do the same,

The “mistake” of the CP is that it sup-
ported and defended a totaliarian system
which is the very antithesis of socialism
and which has just slaughtered the Hun-
garian Revolution. To this is equated the
“mistakes” of genuine socialist organi-
zations, No matter how great these mis-
takes have been, they cannot be placed on
the szame plane as the anti-socialist
erimes of Stalinism,

Charney of the CP mentioned “mis-
takes” in hig speech but without any vef-
erences, least of all to Russia or Hund
gary. i

While there is no question but that mest
of the speakers ere far more critical of
Russio and its suppression of the Hungari-
an  Revolution, ot _this meeting they did
not find it possible to express their views
on the greotest working-closs struggle of
the past yeor; and ‘with the mentioned ex-
ceptions, the rest of the speckers did not
find it possible or mecessary even to refer
to this event. This is a heavy price to pay
for the political combination represented
in this "unlted frant."

With regard to another grealt new
event of 1956, the upsurze of the Negro
people, Conrad Lynn gave an interesting
and militant speech on civil rights,

The only other speech which was note-
worthy for what it did say rather what
it did not say was that given hy Bert
Cochran. After a ‘brief introduction, he
got down to what he wanted to talk
about: socialist rezroupment.

After pointing that progress toward
rebuilding the socialist movement will be
“agonizingly slow,” Cochran came out
against any new organizationa] setup,
“It will be vain to try to jump over our
heads and try to form a new organization
before the groundwork is set.”

I

Philly Sees United May Day |

FPhiladelphia, May £
Last evening a united socialist May
Day celebration was held here under the
auspices of the Independent Socialist
League, the Socialist Party—SDF, the
Third Camp Contact Committee, the
Young Socialist League, and the Young
People’s Socialist League. The meeting
was initiated by the Third Camp and was
the first such event held in Philadelphia
in many years.
The chairman of the meeting was Hans
Peters of the netionel commitiee of the
SP-5DF. Peters expressed his satisfactien

* with the nature of the United grouping and

commented that 1957's May Dey marked o
new beginning for American socialists.
The two socialist youth organizations

‘had no speakers on the program: their

spokesmen- announced their intention to
participate in ‘united action whenever
possible.

The first speaker was Charles Walker,
a I_eading pacifist, and an editor of Liber-
ation magazine. Walker, speaking in be-
half of the third eamp, reminded the
audience that in May Days past the so-

‘ists on the basiz of their present atfi- |

cialists had represented solidarity, dis-
sent, and most partieularly hope.

Next on the program was H. W. Ben-
son of the Independent Socialist League.
Benson emphasized the events of the past
yvear, singling out the Hungarian Revo-
lution against Russian tyranny and the
Cypriot struggle against Western impe-
rialism as events which give us courage
and opportunity to move ahead. He lam-
basted the United States’ support of
“kings of the Orient.”

Last speaker was David McReynoklis
of the SP-SDF. Reynolds stated that so-
cialism in America must be built in’a.
way unique to our tradition and needs,
He advocated the regroupment of socigl--

tudes, beliefs, -and programs and not on |
conditions of Debs’ or the depression era.
An audience of more thon 40 contribdi--
ed financially to the success of the meet-
ing. and also joined in the singing of so-
ciaiist and radical songs. It was +ruly énm
evening devoted te a new start for social- !
ism—a new ‘start based om the tradition: |
and experiences of the past. |

CHANGES BREWING IN

By JACK WILSON
Detrait, May 4

Under the stresses and $trains of con-
ducting his stewardship as head of the
AFL-CIO, George Meany, its president,
has given private indications of his de-
sire to retire from that post, and leave
the main burden of the struggle against
racketeers to Walter P. Reuther, UAW
president, and head of the Industrial Un-
ion Department of the united labor
movement. g

The bitter blast by James Hoffa, Mid-
west czar of the Teamsters nnion, under
indictnient for tampering with a Senate
committee, against Reuther this past
week is part of the frantic effort to stop
the ascendancy of Reuther to the top and
dominating spot in the AFL-CIO.

The not-so-concealed maneuvers with-
in the UAW over the guestion of who
is heir-apparent of Reuther, if he obtains
the leadership of the AFL-CIO. (much
sooner, by the way, than he expected)
are another indication of important
changes coming in the top leadership of
American labor.

Ancther aspect of this new relationship
developing in the hierarchy was the shock-
ing revelotion thet David McDonald, head
of the steelworkers' union, was o close
friend ond intimate of Phil Weiss, convict-
ed in Detroitlast foll of directing the theft
and sale of $100,000 worth of parts from
the Willys-Overlond plant in Toledo.

When A. H. Raskin of the New York
Ti'lrses‘deacribed Weiss as an “industrial-
ist,”” under investigation by the Senate
committee for his connections and associ-
ation with Hoffa, McDonald, and a New
York AFL official, Rasi-.m either was
covering up for the Senate Committee
for not going after managementi, or else
wanted to be kind to MecDonald.

ROLE OF WEISS

Weiss 1s no more an industriaiist than
Frank Costello can be described solely as
a real-estate operator. Raskin must know
that Weiss has been tailed for years by
the FBI as a front man for the Costello
syndicate. Weiss’ connections are so high
that his trial in Detroit was virtually
kept out of the papers.

Weiss is known to be on close personal
terms with top leaders of the Costello
gang, and the attempted assassination of
Costelle this past week may fit into the
picture, for the racket empire is shaking
somewhat with the eracks in its connec-
tions and influences in the union move-
ment.

Hoffa's lawyers were the attorneys in
the Weiss trial—the main feature of
which, in our opinion, was the way every
individual who observed the trial was
tailed by the FBI to find out what pos-
sible conenction he might have with the
occasion. Weiss is an jmportant power
and a good friend of Hoffa’s.

AEL-CIO'S TOP CIRCLES

Full disclosure of the relations be-
tween MeDonald.and Weiss are bound to
be far more interesting and scandalous
than the obvious frand -committed in
some local unions in tallying the vote for
MecDonald against his recent opponent
for presidency.

The indictment of Dave Beck, Team—
sters’ president, for income-tax evasion,
and ‘his scheduled reappearance -before:
the Senate committee simplifies the task'
of the AFL-CIQ Ethical Practices Com-'" .
mittee, for Beck is a dead duck, whom "
even his rotorious allies in the Teamstega®’
union -are likely to dump in an attembt
to save themselves, E

The role of Weiss as a go-between in:
the ill-fated attempt to work up a Beck-i
McBonald-John L. Lewis combination’ ™
would be worth investigating, including
why Lewis gave a $100,000 loan to the:
racket-ridden  longshoremen's  union,’y
whose leaders also are among Weiss” 1
friends.

SHOCKS ARE DUE

Both the American public and the 1a-
bor movement ave due for a series of"
shocks when the full story of the role of"
racketeers penetrating the union move- *
ment comes out, And the impunity with -
which they operated within large see- .
tions of the old AFL will hardly do that -
organization’s history much credit. Né& <
the least of the tremendous value of. la-
bor unity was the irresistible impetus ity
gave to the drive against racketeering. |, :

Heffe's charge in 5, Louis that lenthﬁr
was making o "premeditated attack on the
Teamsters in an effort to toke over fKe ;
union' is the angrished cry of a p“d‘-
croty -dictator who sees his empire fuI-Hn‘g
cport. Hoffa's gangster-like threat, "Ili!
he'll never see the day he does,” soys far '
more ebout Hoffe than he intended. ¢

What’s galling to the parasites and.; -
gangster elements in the union movement .+
iz that Reuther is “untouchable,” Even ..
hig bitterest critic, Senator Goldwater .
stated recently that Reuther was person-
ally elean and honest. As for the stupid
attack planned against the UAW aml ,
Walter Reuther on the Kohler strike,
Hoffa's friend Joe MeCarthy is no longér
around to make demagogic attacks'amd -
smear headlines. It looks like that hope
of Hoffa's won't materialize in any way
now.

All  these events emphasize how
changes are brewing in the structure of
the AFL-CIO; from top Lo bottom shake-
ups in the leadership seem to be on the
way.

Fortunately, the vitality of the giant
labor movement in this country is so

‘powerful that it can surmount its cur-

rent crisis and convulsions as readily as
it did the painfal extraction of Stalinist
influence in the CIO.

W
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Mendes-France Condemns Mollet Policy
On Algeria but Backs Away from Fight

" By LUCIEN WEITZ
Parie, May 5
; Pierre Mendés-France has once again
refused to jump the hurdle at the deci-
sive moment.

After his speech at the congress of the
Radical Party, and the framing of a mo-
tion on policy in the =ame epirit, it
seemed as though the break with the
Mollet government would be ecarried
through, that the Radical ministers
would leave the govermment and that
Mollet would be compelled to resign. The
atmosphere of the congress showed that
the majority of the delegates supported
the party’s leader; the old Radical right-
wingers, such as Queuille, Marie and Mo-
rice cleared the path for Mendes by with-
drawing from the party a few months
ago and setting up a rival group. It re-
mained to be seen if Mendés would take
advantage of this situation.

Certain federations of the Radical
Party, especially in  Southwestern
France, do not approve of the present
government but are not “Mendésist"
either, and personality questions always
play a determining role in the bourgeois
parties. After his speech, these groups
n‘q'ade Mendés feel, by their maneuvers,
that he was moving on dangerous
ground.

i1f the eongress of the Radical Party
wopuld have adopted a motion clearly con-
démning the government, all the Radical
ministers would have had to resign (in-
cluding Bourges-Maunonry, the faithful
supporter and accomplice of Lacoste). A
government crisis would have followed
and Mendés, beine responsible for it,
wpbuld be constitutionally obligated to
farm a hew government. Since he would
not accept the support of the CP, he

would fail to do so and the initiative

would then fall to the Right, in the per-
son of an “Independent” (ie., ultra-con-
servative) deputy,

The most hypocritically subtle “friends”
of Mendés no doubt suggested that it
would be preferable to leave it to the
Right to cause the fall of Guy Mollet on
economic and financial issues. However,
this perspective is becoming increasingly
improbable.

+ Only recently Robert Duchet, the spokes-

man for the Right, again sang the praises
of Robert Lacoste and stated that the In-
dependents would "“néver go beyond. and
will always stay within the present posi-
tions of the government.™

MENDES THUNDERS

This is certainly not the opinion of
right-wingers such as Pinay, who helped
solving the Moroccan crisis with Edgar
Faure, but it means that the majority of
the Right continues to think that the
solution of viclence applied by its great
man Lacoste is a practicable one.

Never did Mendés-France condemn the
government as categorically as he now
did in his Speech:

“It is said that reforms have been un-
dertaken over there. A magnificent
agrarian reform has been announced. I
wonder if a single Moslem peasant ever
received an acre of land?

“, . . The reforms announced so far
have always turned out to be immense
swindles, . , .

", .« What governs in Algeria todoy is
fascism. . . . This process is now spreading
to France itself. Basic liberties are being
threatened. . . . We demand an end to the
republican principles: on end to controlied
and oriented information on the radie and
television. . . "

The Radical ministers, hearing these

Chrysler Wildcats Putting

New Pressure

By JACK WILSON
Detroit, May 5

The urgeney of the problems facing
Chrysler workers due to modernization
and decentralization programs of the cor-
poration ‘was brought into sharp focus
again this week by a series of wildeat
strikes that caused repeated shutdowns
of all the corporation plants in this area.

Since Chrysler is the lorgest single em-
ployer in Detroit, with its main plonts here
{Chrysler, De Scto, Dodge end Plymouth)
the United Auto Workers' wunion is ex-
tremely sensitive to the developments that
ere breaking out.

Plagued by job losses due to transfer
and contracting out of key work, employ-
ees of the former Briggs plants, now
known as Chrysler's Automotive Body
Division, are in a perpetual state of agi-
tation; the latest corporation move to
send equipment to the new Twinsburgh,
Ohio stamping plant sparked off a wild-
cat strike. Pat Caruso, president of Lo-
cal 212, insists that the corporation guar-
antee full job and seniority rights to all
persons displaced here. His aggressive
stand has encouraged workers in those
plants to put up a ficht, and the wildeats
ensued.

Over at De Soto, the motor building
work is being transferred to the Trenton,
Michigan plant, and this means layoffs,
even though employees can go along with
their work since it is in the Detroit area.
But' the use of automation means that
every time Chrysler sends more work to
Trenton, fewer johs exist compared to
the number in the old Detroit plants,

At Dodge, the most antiguated large
auto plant in America, fear prevails over
the complete shutdown of this obsolete
stru¢ture, and the prospect of Hamtrack
becoming a ghost town is certain, accord-
ing to all reports reaching the UAW
from the eorporation.

The opening of a modern assembly
plant in Newark, Delaware, scheduled
for this summer, will send Plymouth and
Automotive Body employment down, for
34 per cent of all Plymouths are sold in

on the UAW

the East, and Chrysler expects to trans-
fer that much production to that area.

On a large scale, what is happening to
Detroit. now is what happened gradually
as companies like Hudson, Packard., and
others closed down under the impact of
fierce competition. The anxiety among
Chrysler workers, who daoily drive past
those closed plonts, is great, and wave
after wave of unrest sweeps the plants.
Megotioble issues become too hot to han-
dle, and wildcats result before the union
can get things under control.

WILL THEY WAIT?

How painful Chrysler’s new program
will be to its workers remains to be seen,
but in all probability at least another
25,000 employees with seniority will join
the 24,000 seniority workers now perma-
nently displaced.

Since its new styling and efficiency
drive programs have put Chrysler back
in the auto business, now taking 20 per
cent of the market compared to 13 per
cent for 1954 and 1955-56, the corpora-
tion is intensifying its campaign to make
good. Its profits, which totaled $46,000,-
000 for the first quarter of 1957, whetted
the appetite of its stockholders, who had
begun to worry that they had a bad in-
vestment on their hands.

In these circumstances, the pressure is
increasing on the UAW leadership to act

beyond the scope of normal trade-union -

operations, and wait until the 1958 ne-
potiations to win concessions easing the
pain of the new developments. The now
much quoted statement of Norman Mat-
thews, director of the IJAW’s Chrysler
department—that when the life of the
union is involved, “the hell with the con-
tract”—is being used increasingly to
forece extracurricular sactivities on the
part of the UAW to get results now.

The wildeats show no signs of abating.
In fact, Local 212 expects to take a regu-
lar strike vote this week to channelize
the sentiment for action against the eur-
rent prospect of thousands of job Josses
in the Chrysler plants here.

words, must have felt rather uncomfort-
able. They had just proceeded to seize
Franee-Observateuy for the second time
in two weeks—after seizing La Vérité
fourteen times since April 1956 and fore-

ing Le Libertaire out of existence, and.

after dragging into court for “crimes of
opinion” Trotskyists, anarchists, left
«Catholics and even ordinary journalists
doing nothing but reporting the faets.

Finally, Mendés became quite ¢lear by

stating : . ;

“It is obvious that the men in charge
of public affairs during the last fifteen
months are no longer qualified to apply
thé -new policy which we demand.”

ENDS IN "TRICKERY"

It should be noted that this condemna-
tion of government policy, now formu-
lated by Mendés-France after all the so-
cialist, revolutionary, left Catholic and
other minorities, is not buttressed in the
speech of the Radical leader by the
slightest suggestion of a solution.

It is only to be expected that this man
should haove the caution of the bourgeois
statesman treading his woy befween rot
ten eggs. It can nonetheless be held
against him that he should not have drawn
the legical conclusions from his condemna-
tion of the gevernment. Under the pres-
sure of the conservative minority et the
congress, weak as it was, he turned to
the Right and chose the politician's clever-
ness over political courage. y

“It is better,” he said, “to turn to-
ward the future rather than dwell on the
past,” and he dropped his original motien
to replace it with a text defining the con-
ditions under which the Radical Party
will continue to participate in the present
government, or in any other government.
This is where the tragedy contains an
element of farce: Bourgés-Maunoury,
the fascist Radical, accepted that one of
the conditions should be ‘“the restoration
of the Rights of Man and of the respect
-of republican liberties at home and in the
overseas territories.”

Finally, Mendés completed his capitu-
Iation by allowing that the parliamen-
tary group, where his tendency is in the
minority—i.e., the ministers themselves
—should decide whether or not they
should stay in government alongside
Mollet and Lacoste.

It is easy to understand why the left
wing of the “Mendésists” felt cheated
and considered the Congress “a trick-
ery,” in the words of the deputy Hov-
nanian.

The real victor of the congress is again
Mollet, who will have no trouble in de-
feating the minority in his own party at
the National Council of the SP next Sun-
day, and who will not fail to peint out,
quoting Mendés, that even his most vehe-
ment critics do not dare to bring down
his “irreplaceable” government,
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{Centineed from page 11
notation of “democratization,” and the
propagandists would like the two ko be
associated. But that is only propaganda,

If the real motives for the industrial
reorganization are examined, they will
not be found to lie in any such direction.
The real motives have their source in the
same needs as have spurred many en-
other reshuffing or economic campaign
in Russia over decades. This is the at-
tempt to find some kind of cure for the
built-in excesses, wastes, and ineredibie
snafus which are endemic to the Stalin-
ist economic system, by virtue of the very
fact that the political power has to plan
the economy but cannet plan effectively
by ukase from sbove, without initiative
and the free play of give-and-take from
below,

The preposed cures—there hava been o
series of them since the First Five Yeer
Man, of which the present one is only e
last—have oll had this in common: the
cure for the disease of bureaucrotism hes
been . . . another bureaucratic rearrange-
ment, equally imposed from above. The
constant attempt is to find the irresisfibie
force which will overcome the immovebie
body: that is, to find that bureaucrofic
expedient which will eradicate the conse-
quences of bureaucrotism,

® 1
Wrong Read

The picture in the Middle  East mess
is still one of “no saints but only sin-
ners,” to use Norman Thomas's phrase.
There are enough sins to go around.

There was the United States' cynical
intervention in Jordan, buying up its
private King and backing him by force

in a dietatorial suppression of the coun- '

try. There was the disgraceful Washing-
ton announcement that this country, with
all its wealth, will not open its doors tc
Jewish refugees from Egypt, victims of
the Nasser dictatorial regime.

Now from another quarter there is
a new threat of worse complications.

Israel’'s Foreign Ministry announced

on Monday that it planned to send a ship
through the Suez Canal and would con-
sider it an “act of war” if Epypt tries
to stop the vessel.

Now we are vizorously of the opinion
that Israel has every right to free ship-
ping through the Suez Canal and that
the Nasser dictatorship deserves the con-
demnation of all socialists for its stand.

But of Israel's threat, one must say:
This i& not the way.

Ne solufion lies in the direction of re-
kindling a futile internecine war. or of
finding pretexts for o second round of #he
Israeli-French-British aggression of last
fall, which misfired then.

This must be said with all the more
determination in view of the faet that
the Israeli announcement broadly hinted
that the new action contemplated (if il
is not all & bluff) would be in cahoots
with France,

Now that Britain too has given way
on the plan for a “Canal Users® Associa-
tion"” boyeott of the canal, only the
French remain apparently intransigent
in their determination to find a way to
reimpose imperialist domination of the
canal. For them it is bound up with their
dirty colonial war against the Algerian
nation, for they fee| that teaching Nas-
ser a “lesson” will put the fear of the
lord into the Algerians. For them there-
fore, the whole issue is bound up with
the most disreputable and shamieful war
against freedom anywhere this side of
the Iron Curtain. Tt is with this scoun-
drels’ government led by Guy Mollet that
the Isvaelis, it seems, are thinking of
;:}aking another militarist demonstra-
fon,

This is part of the same, discredited
reactionary policy of the Ben-Gurion re-
gime which has brought Israel and its
people to the present sad condition of
isolation in the world. It is not the way.
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- Youth and Student Demonstrators Swell the Prayer Pilgrimage
‘To Arouse the Conscience of the Nation

Yeung people will comprise a consider-
able part of those making the “Prayer
Filgrimage” to Washington on May 17.
Thiz historie gathering on the third an-
wiversary of the Supreme Court's deseg-
regation decision has rallied behind it
the support of church and community
youth groups and student organizations
all over the country.

In recognition of the importance of the
role that young people can play in the
struggle for ecivil rights for the Negro
people, the Youth Advisory Committee
of the Prayer Pilgrimage is planning to
gponsor a special “Pledge of May 17.7

This pledge will be read ot the meeting
in fromt of the Lincoln Memorial on Friday.
The committee has set one million signa-
tures as its goal in the campaign to circu-
lete the Pledge,

In New York City, the City College
Student Council has endorsed the Prayer
Pilgrimage and so has the Columbia Col-
lege Student Board. Rallies have been
held at every major campus in the city
in ¢rder to gain student support.

Harrington

Last Friday night, over 500 students
and faculty members of Fordham Uni-
versity heard Michael Harrington, Na-
tional chairman of the YSL, debate Wil-
liam Buckley, author of God and Man at
¥ale and editor of the right-wing public-
cation National Review. The meeting was
under the sponsorship of the National
Student Asscciation.

Harrington, in presenting his position,
defended the right of Communists and
fascists to teach so long as they are com-
peteni. -Academic freedom, he argued,
was an essential element in the func-
tioning of the university itself. He spe-
cified various cases during the last few
years in which professors had been fired
feor invoking the Fifth Amendment, with-
out any reference to their performance
in the classroom or any charge that they
had “indoetrinated” the students,

Buckley charged Harrinston with be-
lieving that “it is man’s destiny to seek
the truth, but never to find it.” Since he
believed in the possibility of the knowl-
edge of truth, and in the fact thalt man,
in the course of the ages had achieved a
certain body of truth, he argued that the

- THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Socialist league it o democratic so-
tialist orgonizotion striving to aid in the basie
transformation of this society info one where the
means of production and distribution shall be
wollactively owned ond democratically managed.
The YS. etempts to moke the young workers and
students, who form its orena of octivity, conscious
of the need for orgonization directed ogainst copi-
talism and Stolinim.

The_Y5L rejects the concept thal state awnerthip
wilhq_nj-l- democratic controls represents socialism; or
thot sociclism can be ochieved without polifical
demecracy, or through undemecratic means, or in
short in ony way other thon the conscious active
purticipation of the pecple thamselves in the build-
ing of the new social order. The YSL orienis fo-
ward - the working class, o3 the class which is
capoble of leading society to the establishmant of
socialism. —From the Constitution of Hhe Y5L

At Brooklyn College, Franklin Wil-
liams, West Coast regional director of
the NAACP, addressed a student meet-
ing sponsored by campus organizations.
Columbia University held a rally spon-
sored by Enroll for Freedom of Colum-
bia, addressed by the Reverend Callender
of the Mid-Harlem Community Parish,
John Seott of In Friendship, and Percy
Sutton, an attorney

Rallies were slso held at City College,
Queens and New York University. Stu-
dents from New York will go to Wash-
ington in special busses,

Special chartered busses and planes
will come to Washington with people
from as far away as California. Student
Groups in Chicago and Antioch have
chartered their own busses for the trip.

The slogan of the Prayer Pilgrimage for
Freedom is "To Arouse the Conscience of
the Notion." The attendance of 50,000 or
more people in Washington on May 17
should go a long way to fulfill this hope.

It will be a mighty demonstration of
the determination of all of the support-
ers of civil rights for the Negro people
to struggle unceasingly until the fight is
won,

We, young people of America,

bright ideal.

are forever intertwined.

fully integrated schools,

the triumph of democracy.

‘The Pledge of May 17’

do an this day reaffirm our belief in equal
rights for all. We rededicate ourselves to the struggle for the triumph of cur

Equal rights for all is the central moral issue of our time. The brother-
heod of a free people is the breath of our Censtitution. It is the bedrock of our
Republie, It-is the message to which our religion gives universal utterance.

In this struggle for equal rights-all of us have a common stake. The his-
tory of our land teaches us that here the destinies of Negro and white people
None of us may grasp freedom or enjoy it undis-

turbed while any of us are still enmeshed in chains. A1l of us, Negro and white
alike, are involved in the cause of equal rights. All of us,
alike, are damaged by their denial. The march of our people toward a better
life cannot be resumed until this battle is won.

) There is much for us to do in this strugele. Among the key things that
we must strive for are equal job and career opportunities, the elimination of
discrimination in housing both on and off the campus, the achievement of

the abolition of quotas in college admissions policies.

For these reasons, and because the ideal of equality demands of us a
continuing strugglé, we do here pledge durselves—
® Whenever we are, in school or out of it, at work or at play, to strive with
heart and soul for the advarice of equality in America.
® To dedicate ourselves throughout our lives, to this struggle and to thiz ideal
* To join hands and unite with others at home, in our neighborhoods, in cur
cities, our states and our nation, who share our ideal and will work with us for

Negro and white

Debates Buckley at Fordham

university could not be “neutral” with
regard to this body of truth and fact
The faculty, he said, must put forth a
defense of the “corporate values” which
are embodied in the very existence of the
university.

One of the first questions addressed to
Buckley went fo the heart of the matter.
The student asked the National Review
editor what truths he feit to be defined.
Where. he queried,-did the university have
to draw the line in opposing error and
defending the established truth?

Buckley's answer was somewhat eva-
sive, He did not put forth the position,
written down in his Ged and Man at
Yuale, that the existence of God, the worth
of free enterprise, and a series of other
propositions must be accepted by the
university (in that case Yale) as part of
the accepted corporate truth. He even
demurred when his questioner offered to
admit that it was established that
Shakespeare was a greater poet than
Edgar Guest.

In other questions which eame from
the audience, both speakers were sub-
jected to a searching probe of their
points of view. A priest in the audience
told Buckley that he regarded academic
freedom as absolutely indispensahle to
the functioning of the university, and
said that he felt that Buckley had deni-
grated the true worth and value of aca-
demic freedom,

Harrington was questioned sharply on
his defense of.the rights of students at
the New York city campuses to invite
John Gates, editor of the Daily Worker,
to speak to them.

One student fold Harringten that his
defense of the rights of the students in
the Gates case contravened the principle
that a nation has the right to defend itself.
Wasn't it suicide. he asked, to allow the
enemies of the United States to speak on
o city college campus? In reply, Harring-
ton told his questioner that he felt that the
only way for a notion fo defend itself
democratically was through democracy.

He also stated his belief in the idea
that a Communist would not automatic-
ally convince a group of students in the
United States of his point of view, and
argued that there was a positive value
in having students hear the eonfronta-
tien of the two points of view.

One of the sharpest disagreements
which developed during the evening was
over the question of democracy itself. In
the course of his remarks, Buckley had
termed academic freedom a “bore,” and
had spoken of democracy as a relative
political value. He had talked of the
growth of mass society, and of the un-
fortunate emergence of the political
conception that anyone in a society was
capable of serious political choice,

Az a result of this attack, and growing
out of his presentation. Harrington tied
in his defense of academic freedom with
the whole question of democracy in the
modern werld. The tendency to fire pro-
fessors for taking the Fifth Amendment, he
said, wos part of o long-range frend to.

ward public and private bureoucracies sif-
ting as courts in situations where they had :
neither the right or the competence to do
50.

In conclusion, he urged that the only
way to defend democraecy against to-
talitarianism was through the widest
possible extension of democracy itself. .

The debate between Harrington and
Buckley was, according to student ob-
servers, one of ;the most successful dis-
cussions to have been held on the Ford-
ham campus in a long time.
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LABOR ACTION

S

REVIVING MILITANCY

AND REVOLUTIONARY CONSCIENCE

THE NEW LEFT

IN BELGIAN SOCIALISM

‘By DANIEL FABER

Setting aside local and temporary setbacks, one comes to the conclus
gion that the political “thaw’ of 1956 has henefited the socialist move-
ment, and particularly the socialist left, more than any other social and
polit-.ica force. Nor does its new strength derive alone from the weafaen-
ing of its opponents: in most countries, the crisis of “Western” and of
Russian policy has led to increased activity and to political elarification

in the socialist left.

This is true of Britain, where the
decompositien of the Communist
Party has led to a strengthening of
the left in-the BLP; of Italy, where
the perspective of a united and in-
dependent socialist party has its
first veal chance in years; even In
France, where the bankruptey of Mollet
and the erisis of Stalinism as a social
gystem has stimulated a revival of the
left minorities.

It is also true of several smaller coun-
tries: among these, the developments in
Belgium have heen o far the most posi-
tive and most important for the rest of
the socialist movement.

What happens in Belgium is impor-
tant partly because of the relatively
strong influence of the Belgian SP in the
European labor movement, and partly
because of the repercussions of such
events in the Belgian Congo, one of the
strong-points of European colonialism in
Africa.

The political scene in Belgium is
dominated by two parties, The Social-
Christian Party (PSC), represents, like
most Catholic parties, a motley coalition
of contradictory social interests, includes
mozet of the Flemish farmers, the most
militant section of the capitalist bourge-
.cisie, as well as. the Christian trade-
union federation (CSC), with its 450,
000 members.

On the other hand, the Belgian Socialist
Party (PSB). which polled 37.3 per cent
of the popular vote in 1954, ranks among
the best organized sociol-democratic..par-
#ies in Europe. It derives its sirength from
a powerful system of censumers’ coopera-
tives and from the support of a majority
of the working class with over 640,000
‘members in the Belgion Fedaration of
Laber (FGTE).

The Liberal Party, once the “classical”
party of bankers and industrialists, has
been deserted by its most influential
members who have migrated to the PSC;
the Communist Party has not been able
to maintain its gains of the Resistance
and post-war period, and has declined
to the level of a sect.

In 1950, the PSC won an important
eléetoral victory on the royalist issue,
and formed a homogeneous government.
The period of its rule was one of political
and social stagnation, compounded by
the cold-war sitnation. The PSB was
ruled during this period by the faction
of Paul-Henri Spaak, one of the most
specessTul traveling salesmen of the
State Department in Europe.

NEW FERMENT

Toward- 1954, new #trends began -fo. ap-
pear. A leff-wing movement of some im-

portance developed In the PSB: the “So-

cialist Movement for Peace IHSPI..nn;u-
nized mainly as o focus for opposition to
EDC, the ill-fated "European Defense
Community.” In addition, it advocated the
recognition of the Mao Tie-tung regime _in
China, and #he unification of the Secialist
laternational with-the Asian Socialist Con-
ference on the terms of the latter.

Although it benefited from the sup-
port of influential socialist parliamen-
tarians, the MSP remained confined to
a rather narrow cirele; its political basis
was too limited to rally wide sectors qf
public opinion and, as a movement, it
nevey attempted to establish eantact with
the trade unions. Its merit was one of
erystallizing opposition forces which had
been previously unorganized.

In April 1954, the PSC government
was decisively defeated in the eleetions,
losing 13 seats, while the P8B gained 9,
the Liberal Party gained 5 and the CP

lost 3. The outcome of the elections was
95 seats for the PSC, 86 seats for the
PSB, 25 seats for the Liberals and 4
seats for the CP. The PSC government
resigned and was replaced by a coalition
of the Socialist and Liberal parties.

Politically, the most important fact of
the elections was the advance of the PSB
among the Catholic working class. Even
in traditionally Catholic Flanders, the
PSC polled no more than 51 per cent of
the total vote: here, as in the southern
Netherlands, the process of industriali-
zation and trade-union penetration has
led to the break-up of confessional par-
ties.

On the industrial level, the electoral
success of the PSEB, as well as the “de-
militarization” of international politics,
was an encouragement for a revival of
working-class demands., At the close of
1954, the soeial situation had become
tense; profits had reached an all-time
high (200 billion frs., that is, approxi-
mately $5. billion) and the employers
talked .of cutting wages on the grounds
that the cost-of-living index showed a
slight dip. The trade umnions, on the con-
trary, were in a fighting mood.

In November 1954 the CSC started a
campaign for a 45-hour, five-day week,
with the FGTB promptly jeining it. In
addition; the - FGTH demanded the estab-
lishment of a national minimum wage of
20 frs. (approximately 50 cents) an hour,

CATHOLIC ISSUE FLOPS

in the early months of 1955, it seemed
as though- this tension could- be short-
circuited by the Catholic bourgeoisie with
the school issue.

The socialist minister of Education,
Collard, had introduced a bill in Parlia-
ment abolishing the special privileges of
Catholic schools and establishing an
equal status between the state-controlled
school system and the communal reli-
gions schools, The PSC mobilized all its
followers and resources against the bill,
and in March 1955 huge demonstrations
and counter-demonstrations took place in
Brussels and in the provincial centers.
It is easy to see why the education issue
became so important for the PSC..First-
Iy, the dominant position of the church
in education before 1954 enabled the
Catholic party to maintain its hold over
the vural districts of the North. Since
socialist influence had already begun to
make itself felt in these provinces, Col-
Jard’s law deprives the PSC of an essen-
tial means of control and of recruitment,
and threatens to reduce it within a few
years to a minerity party.

On the other hand, from this point of
view the issue was equally welcome to
the Liberal Party; the school question
provided a means of separating the
Catholic workers from the soeialist work-
ers, and of splitting the country along
the lines of “clericalism vs anti-clerieal-
ism" instead of clasg lines.

Finally, for the- Catholic peliticians
the sehool guestion was an indispensable
device for maintaining unity within the
party between its reactionary Right and
its restive trade-union wing,

Fortunately, the maneuver did not suc-
ceed. The government refrained from
brutality and veprisals, and limited it-
self to containing the demonstrations.
The FGTE did not-call a general strike;
Renard, one of its top leaders, publicly
stressed the importance of not embitter-
ing the scheol strugele in order to avoid

-an irreconcilable split with the Cathalic

trade-unionists, and of maintaining a
perspective of unity for future social
strugeles.

In spite of the demonstrations, the

school bill was passed by Parliament in
July 1955. By then, it had become ob-
vious that the agitation of the PSC had
fallen flat, -and social questions became

‘again-prominent,

In June-and July 1856 a wildeat strike
of: the Antwerp dockworkers was partly
guccessful. Both C8C and FGTB became
more and move militant, &nd began to
compete as to who could show more fight-
ing spirit.

In October 1955 the political split,
which the PSC leadership had feared so
mueh, occurred: the Catholic employers
took a “hard” line in the national em-
ployers’ federation, while the C8C, along
with the FGTB, threatened to call a
general strike for the five-day week and
the 20 frs. minimum wage.

LABOR STIRS

Another important facter en the social
scene was the rise in the FGTE, since 1954,
of an influential group comperable to the
“Cousins tendency” in the British Trade
Union Congress: a group deftermined to
wage o serious fight on the issue of woges,
working hours and nationclizotion, partic-
ularly of coal, electric power, banking
and insurance.

In 1956 a major mine disaster-at Mar-
cinelle, which killed 265 miners, contrib-
uted to making nationalization, at least
of coal mining, a public issue. The mine
had been notorious for years as anti-
quated and unsafe. The high accident
rates, the low wages, the exploitation of
imported foreign labor, the general mis-
management of the Belgian coal mines
were fully exposed to public opinion. The
FGTB and the CSC both immediately
demanded not only a full investigation
but the nationalization of the mines,

By 1956, then, there were several. con-
verging trends tending toward o renewal
in the labor movement: the militant wing
in the FGTB, a.comparable #rend in the
Catholic trade. unions, and the left swing
in the PSB.

But, until recently, there was no pub-
flic means of expression for these ten-
dencies. The militant elements of the
CSC are imprisoned in the Catholic party
like their friends of the French CFTC
and the Italian CISL.

As to the soeialists and the trade-
unionists of the FGTB, their position
was not too different. For two reasons,
it 1s exceedingly difficult for a left wing
in the PSB to find expression in the
official press of the party. First of all,
the party apparvatus is dominated by
Spaak and his friends although not as
much as the French SP is dominated by
Mollet, because the PSB 1s more of a
working-¢lass party; secondly, because
the PSB is in the government and all
“irresponsible criticism” of the govern-
ment has been carefully weeded out of
the party press.

The party daily Le Peuple is complete-
ly subservient lo the government, to the
point of defending Mollet’s policy in
Alzeria and in the Middle East, The
FGTE is not entangled in the same mess
of “labor statesmanship” but it lacks a
publie organ to make itz position known.

"LA GAUCHE"

All these circumstences grovide the con-
text and the explanation for Lo Gauche, a
weekly which first oppeared in January,
and which fries to gother the new socialist
left that has made its eppearance between
1954 and 1956.

It has set itself a tripie task: provid-
ing a means of expression and a rallying
point for the left wing in the PSB; es-
tablishing a connection between that left

wing and the militant wing of the PGTE,

enabling the latter to express its views
publicly; picking vp the remnants of the
Stalinist party and integrating them inte
a healthy, independent and militant so-
eialist movement,

The composition of its editorial board
reflects very well the recent realignments
that have taken place in the socialist
movement.

It includes, to begin with, old-style

trade-union militants:

reformists, who have come to represent
a sort of “left” in comparison to the new-
style. reformists, whe no longer reform
hut simply sell out: Chmille Huysmans,
the former gecretary of the Second Inter-
national and president of the Chamber
of Deputies is one of them.

The second element represented is the
Andre Renard,
the assistant secretary-general of the
FGTB, and Reymond Latin, of the Metal
Workers Unien. There are several lead-
ers of the Sccizlist Youth, a strong (5-
6,000 members) and consistently left-
winy organization, and of the trade-
union youth.

There are also left-wingers from the
“European” {faction of the PSB, like
Rayniond Rifilet, and leading members
of the “anti-Eurcpean” faction, such as
Marcel Slusny, of the MSP. Finally,
there are intellectuals formerly asso-
ciated with the Trotskyist movement, like
Ernest Mandel, an economist and jour-
nalist,

ANTI-COLONIALIST

Le Gouche hes new published twelve
issues, and they give a fairly clear pic-
ture of its politics. On the whoele, it could
be described s "Bevanite,” both in Hs
strong poinfs end in some of i*s weok-
nesses.

It does not concern itself very mueh
with theoretical iszues, and reflects above
all the practical needs of the Belgian
labor movement., Consequently, its ap-
preach is somewhat empirieal, but it does
not. fall into the classical traps which
distinguish certain writers of the “Bev-
anite™ left. Nehru is not considerved as
an angel of peace, and has been severely
criticized on the Kashmir issue; in Po-
land, the paper supports the Left and
does not attempt to conceal the tenden-
cies towards Stalinist restoration inher-
ent in Gomulka's policy.

The strong trade-union influence in
the paper is very noticeable in a certain
hard-headedness, a refusal to be taken
in by wovds, a szense of concrete issues.
This approach has colored the stand of
the paper on all major issues, and dis-
tinguishes it to some extent from politi-
cally related papers like Claude Bordet's
France-Observateur, the Norwegian Or-
ientering, and even the Bevanite Tribune.

Specifically, the paper has defended
the workers' immediate interests in sev-
eral particular instances; it has started
a thoroughly documented campaign
against cartels and holdings, and for the
nationalization under workers' control
of coal, electricity, atomic ensrgy and
banking; it has started a strong and
sustained campaign against Belzian co-
lonialism in the Congo, and has thus
broken a major tahoo in Belgian polities.

For the first time in many years an
independent paper representing a siz-
able sector of Belgian opinion has come
ont for full trade-union rights, civil lib-
erties and political rights for the Afri-
cans in the Beleian Congo.

TOWARD A FROGRAM

Nor has La Gouche confined itself to
critivism on isolated issues. In No. 7 it
has presented a program and a call for
a socialist alternative for the party and
for the country. The document is en-
titled: “After 38 Years of Universal
Suffrage—Socialism at the Cross-Roads.”

It starts by stating the recognized faet
that since the esizblishment of universal
suffrage the socizlist movement ‘in Bel-
gium has no longer challenged- the cap-
Itui_isl system as such. It then goes on to
review the accomplishments of elassical
reformism, which has considerably im-
proved the living conditions of the work-
ing elass and has enabled the workers to
reach a higher level of comfort, health
and culture,

However, the statement goes os fo say,
this perspective has now reached o deed
end. Present experience shows that there
are limits beyond which capitalism caon-
not be reformed; the fundamental fact ‘of
exploitation remains and, although tke
working class hkes become more pros-
perous, it is not yet free. As long as ex-
ploitation remains, the-working ciass will
remain @ wosted ond -stunted potentinl
from the humon -cnd ‘the social point of
view. The sociolist movement has new
reached a peoint where it must choose bed-
tween fwo perspectives whicih hove moth-
ing in common. “more social legisiation™
and "socialism.":

“In" a collective economy, social legis-
lation is reduced to the problem of wages
and pensions. The problems of labor and

(Continwed on next pagel
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British Stalinist Leaders
Club Rebels at CP Convention

By OWEN ROBERTS

An atmosphere of mingled contentment and apprehension surround
the glass-bricked building in London’s King Street which houses the
headquarters of the British Communist Party. Contentment—because at
the special congress held over the Easter weekend the ruling leadership
of the Communist Party scored a win over its eritice and managed to
maintain its hold on the party machine. Apprehension—because in the

process of scoring the vietory suf-
ficient dirty Stalinist linen was
washed in public to add a few
thousand more names to those
who have already quit the Commu-
nist Party in the past vear.

‘From the start it was obvious
that the leaders intended to use every
trick in the Stalinist handbook to main-
tain their position. Before the congress
opened it set’the scene by deciding that
the only journalists allowed to report the
congress would be thosze from the na-
tional daily newspapers. The excuse was
that there was insufficient space in the
hall.

This move meant that all reporters
from monthly and weskly journals were
excluded; it-also meant that not a single
left-wing journal was able to cover the
congress. Significant in this respect is
taat the Bevanite weeldy Tribune had
earlier announeed that its representative
at the congress would be Peter Fryer—
the Daily Worker journalist who quit his
job after seeing first hand the Stalinist
terror in Hungary and was subsequently
expelled from the Communist Party for
writing in the “non-party” press.

An attempt to challence this ruling
was made by an emergency resolution
from the floor when the congress was
assembled. This reselution asked that all
organs -of the Labor press be permitted
to report the cengress proceedings and,
if passed, would have added at the most
another halfsdozen to the number pres-
ent. The executive, howover, refused to
have the matter discussed—and even
initially refused to divulee to delegates
the contents of the resclution.

The real reaoson for this reluctance te
admit left-wing journais while giving fa-
cilities fo the big capitalist daily news.
papers became clearer later when a num-
ber of executive members attacked Com-

~mpnist Party members who had used the

"Bevanite” press to criticize the official

party line.
From this start other maneuvers fol-

lowed. Peter Fryer, appealing against
his expulsion, was refused permission to
attend the congress and state his case
in person. The outgoing executive pre-
sented a list of 42 names. for the new
executive, carefully selected from the
nearly: 200 nominations submitted, so as
to exelude all eritics of the current party
poliey.

The 2,246 amendments submitted to
the executive documents were carefully
mruned down so, for instance, less than
twenty were left of the original 725 sub-
mitted to the main political document,
and of the 36 amendments to the policy
on Hungary one was chosen which was
ondy mildly critical of the executive at-
titude and searcely typical of the amend-
ments submitted.

All of these moves by the leadership
met with opposition from the floor, but
the weakness of the opposition revealed,
even at this early stars of the congress,
that the majority of the delegates were
with the executive, The reasons were not
hard to see when secrétary John Gollan
made his revart to the congress,

In the twelvemonths since the 20th Con-
gress held in Moscow, Gollan revealed,
the membership of the British Communist
Party has declined by 20 per cent. A year
ago membership stood at 34,000; foday it
is 27,000. Thus 7000 have quit the CP ranks
and, while weakening the party as o
whole, “have relatively strengthened the
position of the lecdership in relation to
its crities.

But these membership fizures are those
of the officials. The real situation is ob-
viously worse. :

PARTY HARD-HIT

This was indicated when executive
member John Mahon, introducing a. de-
bate on party organization, said that
attendance at the 401 branch meetings
which had submitted nominations to the
congress had totaied only 3152 while the
number entitled™to u.tbertﬂ these branches

The New Left in Belgium——

[Continued from page &) 5
of its protection are detzrmined by in-
ternal rules laid down by the workers'
couneils and the organs of management,
in -which the workers are strongly rep-
resented. There is no nead for unemploy-
ment insurance, and sickness and acci-

-dent jnsurance is replaced by free medi-

calcare based on the hospitals and clinics
of the national health service. Taxing is

reduced to its ‘simplest expressien: the

individual is hardly touched, most of the
(puhlic) resources come from the guotas
of collectivized enterprises. Finally, there
is no longer any need to ‘direct’ the econ-
omy from the outside by Iegis!ahve
means, The collective economy directs
itself, along the lines of a general plan
which is gexible encugh to assimilate
the useful and dynamic initiatives of
each individual enterprise. There is noth-
inz original or utopian in this view of
tha collective economy. All these ideas
have been around and have been stated
for a long time by the FGTEB. It must. be
stressed, however, that there is nothing
in common between a socialist regime
and the legislation which we have now,
There is no transition hetween them._Be-
tween the present regime and socialism,
there is a break. We are not moving,
slowly but surely, towards socialism. We
are ﬁioving- towards a capitalist regime
on the American model. . . . This type of
soclety has nothing in common with the
democratic ideal which has inspired so-
cialism since its origins.”

At this point;-the classical selutions

“of moeial-demoeracy {more Teforms) are

no longer adequate: the slackening of
the organizational and intellectnal vigor
of the socialist movement in Belgium
(also, one might add, in the Netherlands,
in Germany, in Austria, in Seandinavia
and in Switzerland) is an unmistakable
symptom of the dead end reached by
reformism 3f its strongest. *

What are the alternatives? In any
case, says this group, one cannot wait for
an absolute majority to materialize be-
fore implementing a soeialist policy.

“Meanwhile, a year before the elec-
tions, socialism must regroup its forces
and clarify its own objectives. In the new
govermment its participation must de-
pend on.real reforms in the structure of
society. And, to ohtain these without an
absolute majority, it must make a spee-
tacular demonatration of its force at the
richt time.

"Ne means of action sheuld be neglected.
The trade union, however independent and
powerful it may be, is poralyzed if it does
not have a strong and determined party
at its disposal as o political instrument.
The common objective of the party and of
the trade uniom musé be based on struc-
tural reforms. It is no longer sufficient to
engage in social legisiation: the time has
come to strike af the very substance of
the copitalist regime.”

It remains to be added, as 5 final point
in favor of La Gauche, that the right-
wing Belgian press, both French and
Flemish, has started a hysterieal cam-
paign. against it. By the same token,
independent socialists: will extend it their
‘best wishes,

was more than 11,000, Mahon used these
figures to claim that they “show the
falsity of the picture some people pre-
sent of an indignant membership clam-
oring for rights refused them by an
obstinate executive.” What the figures
did show, however, was thit “the claim
frequently made by the CP ‘that every
one of its members is an active partici-
pant in its affairs is just so much non-
sense. It was, of course, never near the
truth, but it is further removed from it
than ever since events in Hungary have
caused a large number of rank-and-file
Communists to lose all interest in their
party's business,

In spite of this his weakening in the
party ranks the congress showed that
the leaders of the British Commumist
Party are as determined as ever to walk
the line drawn by Moscow-

Secretary Gollan said that crities of
the line were ‘“revisionists,” and the
political resolution of the executive said
that the “main danger” facing the Brit.
ish Communist Party was the “right-
opportunist and liquidationist outlook.”
Andrew Rothstein, well-known apologist
for Stalinist Russia, said that the intel-
lectuals in the British Communist Party
who were critical -of its present attitude
wete playing a role similar to that of the
spineless intellectual members of the
Russian Social-Democratic Party who
had rent it to pieces between 1807 and
1914,

Arnold .Kettle, a university teacher,
spoke scathingly about intellectuals andd
said: “I am really sick of the consciences
displayed by such charvacters as Peter
Fryer.”

The leaders, however, did mot have it
all their own woy and, just to expose their
twaddle about “intellectuals,” #he fiercest
criticism of them came from a well-known
shop steward and o wniversity professor
who has long been held in high esteem
by the CP because he comes from working-
class shesk.

The shop steward was Jock MeLough-
lin—a worker at Ford’s plant at Dagen-
ham until sacked a few wecks ago for
calling a meeting during working hours,
by calling his members together by ring-
ing a handbell, his sacking leading to a
major strike in the Ford plant and a
court of inquiry by the government.

McLoughlin hammered out all round;
he said that the leaders were dishonest
and he wantel to see new faces on the
platform mnext time he came to a con-
gress; he attacked the party line on
Hungary, defended Peter Fryer and
wound up in true proletarian idiom by
asking: “What about Edith Bone? She
got seven years in the nicker.”

Such a speech did not meet with the
approval of the many delegates present
who supported the executive, and Me-
Loughlin was frequently interrupted;
vet only a few weeks-agn, after his fizht
at Ford's, he was the most popular mari
in the Communist Party—the Daily
Worker even ran a competition for a
ballad on “Bellringer Mac"! '

PROF.-LEVY OPENS uP

The university professor was Hyman
Levy and there is no doubt whatsoever
that his speech realy hit the CP ledders,
particularly as he but recently returned
from a visit to Russia and #hus spoke with
added authority.

After attacking the CP leaders for
brushing aside the loss of 7000 members
and blaming it on the “revisionists,”
Levy turned his attention to Russia.

TWe know,” he said, “some of the ter-
rible things that happened. The great
positive achievements, of course, coupled
with a cast-iron bureaucracy, a terror
and a fear—a form of gangsterism that
battened on a sound economic and social
basis,” These things, he said, did not
spring into existence out of one-half of
Stalin’s character but had been growing
and developing for vears, and the low
level of understanding of Marxism
among British Communists had pre-
vented them from understanding what
.Wwas poing on. He had listened to discus-
sions in party.branches and was shocked
at the low level to which they had sunk;

Page Sevea
statements had been made which made
him blush.

“Here,” continued Levy, “is what

really lies closest to my heart. I went ta,
the Soviet Union, and I saw and heard:

things that shook me to my foundalions.
in the fortnight [ was there I literally
2ot my bellyfull of what will last me for
the rest of my life.

This speech of Levy's brought strong
counter-attack by the party leaders,
who tried to plant the idea that Levy
had lost faith because he was an intel-
lectual. While making a speech along
these lines Rothstein was rudely inter-
rupted by shop steward McLoughlin who-
rose to his feet and shouted at Rothsteifi:
“You are the enemy, you lyving old
swine!” A particularly appropriate re-
mark in view of Rothstein’s long yeara
of service as a literary apologist for
8talinism and all things originating from
the Kremlin.

SECRET VOTE BIGGER

But in spite of these brisk verbal fire-
works, the leadership won honds down
when the votes were taken, an indicatioh
being tie vote on the document on inner-
party democracy when the leadership re-
ceived 472 votes, the minority 23 and 15
delegates abstained.

The division was not so wide, howeven,
when it cante to secret ballots for party
positiens. Hyman Levy headed the list
of unsuccessful candidates for the ap-
peals committee with 100 wvotes, while
Brian Behan—a building worker and:
member of the old executive who |limed
up with the minority—topped the list of
unsuccessful candidates in the executive
elections with 188 votes. When it is re-
membered that neither of these were on
the official list of candidates recommend:
ed: by the leadership it will be seen that
far more delegates were prepared to 2o
against the leallers in a mecret ballut
than by show of hands in an open vite.

In addition to sticking close to. the
Kremlin line in'general matters of poliey,
the CP -chiefs also succeeded in gaining-
support: for a couple of items of policy
w}:ich make the Communists look pretty
silly. :

First, they asked' the delegates to re-
ject & motion calling for the abolition of
conseription and to instead -advocate a
reduction of the term of service ko
twelvemonths. This the delegates did by
321 votes to 135; thus, as one delegata.

pointed out, the Communist Party is now

the only political party in Britain which
advocates the retention of conscription.

Secondly, the congress, again on the
advice of the platform, turned down a
resolution which asked Russia to cease
the testing of nuclear weapons in order
to give “moral leadership” to the world.
On both of these issues opposition voices
were raised in the congress, but the fact
that the resolutions were adopted by the
delegates as a whole shows that the bulk
of the CP is still as willing as ever to
aceept a line determined by itz leader-
ship—even when, as in these cases, that
line is far behind the one advanced by
the left-wing Labor Party members or

even (as in the case of conseription) be- ;

hind the policies of both the Labor and
Tory ‘Parties. -

The conclusions to be drawn frem the
congress are pretty cleer. First, the CP
in. Britain: counts: for less-now than it has
ever done—both in terma of ‘policy- and
numerical - strength. Even in the trade
wnions and factories, where the CP has
always had its strongest base, siscutive
spokesmen admitted thot it was losing
ground. In view of the big industrial: strige
gles raging at the moment this is indeed
an 'edmiu.l'an -of weakfiess and indicates
that the more militant stand adopted by
the #rade-union movement as o whole—
despite. the reluctance of certain of ifs
leaders—has cub the ground from under
the feet of the CP.

Secondly, as Levy pointed out, the
level of political understanding in the
British CP is deplorably low and thosa
remaining within its ranks are following.
the leaders from blind instinet rather
than logic—and in this case the instinet
is sadly misplaced. Among the 7000 who
have already quit the party, and the
others wheo will undoubtedly follow novw
thgt efforts shift the leadership have
failed, we the most intelligent and
thinking elements of the CP.

Lastly, the British CP remains fun-
damentally an unreconstructed Stalinist
party despite the raised voices of a few

Wwho wish to change its direction. Thus-
those who hope to “reform” the CP are’

wasting their time and would be far.

better employed building up -the socialist
content of the Labor Party.



Page Eight

Portent in Sao Paulo: Adhemar vs. Janio

By JUAN REY
Lo Paz

Janio Quadroes, governor of Sao Paulo,
the most important industrial center in
Brazil and indeed in South America, be-
longs to that new generation of politi-

- ¢lans who awakened creat hopes among
the people. Beginning as a modest mu-
nicipal councillor, he rose to the leader-
ship of the state government. .

His career began at the time of the
decomposition and erisis of “Getulism”—
the demagogic =ocial movement led by
ex-dietator Getulio Vargas—when a sec-
tion of the masses were looking for new
political roads and new political leaders.
The “movement of Mareh 22" put Janio
Quadros into the mayoralty of the great-
est industrial city in the country and
then into the governor’s seat in the state,
As our articles of the time described in

, the architect of this movement
was the Brazilian Socialist Party and
especially its left wing composed of old
militants of the revolutionary movement.

The spectacular career of Janio Quad-
ros indicated to some people that he was
destined to be the future leader of Bra-
zil, perhaps even the heir of Getulio Var-
eas, though in a new democratic style.
In the last presidential election, many
people expected him to run. But he back-
ed out of the fight, seemed satisfied with
his gubernatorial position, and thus dis-
appointed his followers. Juscelino Ku-
bitschek won the presidency.

Now, after some years in office, Quadros
has been given o setbock by his biggest
political enemy, Adhemar de Barros. In the
mayoralty election in Sao Paulo, the
Quodros-backed candidaté lost against
the man who was once charged by Quad-
ros with corruption, sentenced by a court,
and exiled for a while from Broxil.

Adhemar de Barros, leader of the self-
styled Social Progressive Party, is* per-

* haps the most notorious politician in

Brazil. Dictator Vargas put him in as
governor of Sao Paulo; he made himself
a great fortune and is now one of the
richest-men in the country. Leader of the
new bourgeois canaille, he is the author
of the glogan: “Steal but do something!”
* He was then defeated by Janio Quad-

Prayer

[Continued. from page 1!
threatened by mobs.

“Accompanying all this has been
a campaign of racial slander of the
most vicious and reprehensible na-
ture, typified by characterization
of the Negro as inherently ¢riminal
and diseased and as a mental in-
competent.

“This defiance, this legislative
harassment, this economic pres-
sure, this slander and violence have
been encouraged by public officials,
including mayors, governors, attor-
neys general and United States
senators.

“At the federal level the civil-
rights bill has been trimmed and
delayed in Congress by members
from the states where defiance of
the Supreme Court is state policy.
The avowed purpose is either to
whittle it down to nothing, or to
kill it altogether,”

Right Now, Pressure

The Call concludes.as follows:

“_ . .s0 we now, in these troubled
and momentous years, call upon all
who love justice and dignity and
liberty, who love their country, and
who love mankind, to join in a
Prayer Pilgrimage to Washington
on May 17, 1957, where we shall
renew our strength, communicate
our unity, and rededicate our ef-
forts, firmly but peacably, to the
attainment of freedom.”

rog under the slogan “Out with the
thief.,” convicted for stealing public
funds and forced to flee to Bolivia. But
subseguently he made a political ~deal
with Kubitschek, obtstned a reversal
from a higher court and returned to Bra-
zil to renew his political activities.

Now he has won the election against a
coalition of wvarious parties, ranging
from the rightist Union Democratica Na-
cional to the SP and CP,
Janio Quadros.

DISILLUSIONED

How can ong explain this strange phe-
nomenon, that a leader of tha bourgeois
canaille could defeat the “hope'” of the
new political generation in Brazil rallied
in a broad “popular front” of right and
left parties including the Stalinists? Is
it a victory for reaction, or the eynieizsm
of the Brazilian people, who prefer
“Money before morals” instead of “Down
with corruption”? Quadroes* candidate,
Prestes Maia, had made the fizht under
the slogan “Against public corruption,”
while Adhemar had promised “achieve-
ments' — spoils (money) for all —and
had won the majority with the support
of the workers' sections in the city.

There is no doubt that what is invalved
hers is the masses’ political disappoint-
ment with Janioc Quoadros, who made a
united front with the rightist UDN and
backed its candidate, Prestes Maio, even
though only -yesterday he had fought the
same man. The masses’ bitter judgment on
this allionce has been that it shows greak
er political dishonesty than the Barros
principal of "Steal, but do something."”

The Brazilian workers are against the
UDN because it represents only Brazil's
past, because the workers support the de-
velopment of industry and any politician
who promises “achievements”—that is,
industrial and material progress. The
Paulistanos (people of Sao Paunloe) are
very “practical” men, in the American
style, . They say: “Nobody can live on
morality,” “Morality is not a political
program.” Janio's program against cor-
ruption was viewed as being really the
obsolete program of the UDN, which ig-
nors the *“achievements” the people

The Call to the Prayer Pilgrim-
age does not propose any new pro-
gram of demands or of action. It is
obvious that the most immediate,
short-run effect of this massive
demonstration will be to put maxi-
mum pressure on Congress to pass
some kind of civil-rights legisla-
tion at this session.

Though the Call avoids a direct
attack on the Republican and Dem-
ocratic Parties for their joint re-
sponsibility in failing to pass such
legisiation in the past, there can be
little doubt that as the struggle for
equality coatinues, further mobi-
lized and inspired by this demon-
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want; while Adhemar de Barros 'was
looked on as the: businessman, the man
who could Do Things, the advocate of
“aetion,” who would produce more good
things for all.

In the second place, the people want a
change, and the Quadros government has
not realized their hopes; he has worn out
his political credit with them. The peo-
ple have often voted with the right
against the government and governing
party in the hope that the victorious
opposition would do something.

In the third place, there is undoubted-
ly an agreement between Adhemar and
Kubitschek against Quadros, who is con-
sidered a dangerous foe of the “Populist”
movement which now rules Brazil na-
tionally.

POPULAR FRONT FAILS

Finaolly, there is the bankrupftcy of the
“popular front" policy, whose political
dishonesty in alliance with the rightist
UDN was rejected by the masses.

This has meant also the bankruptey of
the Socialist Party, which abandened so-
cialist policy for “situationism,” that is,
an opportunist coalition under Quadros’
administration. This poliecy meant the po-
litical finish of the SP as the party of the
future, reducing it to an electoral ma-
chine of little importance.

It also means the bankruptey of the
CP, which in past elections hacked Adhe-
mar and in this one backed his adversary,
with very bad political luck.

The result of the dishonest policy of
the “workers' parties” was that the

workers gave their support to the bour-

geois adventurer .in polities, Adhemar,
against the socialists and Communists
and the “radical prophet” Quadros,

In spite of all, in & sense the workers
and people of Sao Paulo are right, in re-
jecting the false prophets and false
friends of the working class and their
fradulent “popular front.” The masses
cannot live on lofty “morality” alone.
The repudiation of the “popuar front"
from right to “left” is a new and very
significant political experience in Brazil,
as a step in the overcoming of the old
and obsolete political forms and tactics.

Pilgrimage — —

stration, more and more of the
freedom fighters will begin to ques-
tion the policy of continued sup-
port of either of these parties as a
means of furthering their goal.

The mass movement of the Ne-
gro people has set itself three chief
targets in this stage of their strug-
gle: school desegregation ; desegre-
gation in transportation; and the
right fo register and vote. Though
they stand and fight for complete
equality in all spheres of life, these
are the main points of resistance
which they seek to break through
right now,

Everyone knows—enemies, allies
and the Negroes themselves—that
the program and goals of their
struggle will grow with the strug-
gle itself.

But most important of all is that
the Prayer Pilgrimage demon-
strates the deep recognition that
the fight for equality in America
cannot be won eitherby supporting
“friends” in the two. parties, or by
relying on the general growth of
enlightenment in the country. It
demonstrates the deepest commit-
ment to the democratic process
which is not just a matter of cast-
ing ballots one day a year for a
slate of officials, but of the active,
conscious, dedicated participation
in the struggle of hundreds of
thousands and millions of ordinary
people,

[

The Indepandent Socialist league stands for:
socialist democracy and ogoinst the twa systems of |
exploitation which now divide the world: éapital.
ism and Stalinism. i

Capitalism cannot be mformecl ar !Ib«phznd
by any Fair Deal or other deal, w a1 ta giva I'Im
people freedom, abundance, w:un-rr af peats,
must be abolished and replaced by a new sounl
system, in which the people own and centrol the
bosic sectors of the economy, democrotically com.
tralling their own economic and political destiniss,

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it holds pow-
er, is a brutal tetalitarionism—a new form of
exploitation, Its agents in every country, the Com-
munist Porties, are unrelenting snemies of social-
ism and have nothing in common with socialism—
which cannot exist without effective democratic
contral by the people.

These two camps of copitalism and Stalinisir ars
today at each other's throats in a worldwide Im-
perialist rivalry for domination. This itruggle can
only lead to the most frighttul war in histary so
long @s the people leave the capitalint and- Sralinist
rulers in power., Independent Socialtsm stands for
building and strengthening the Third Camp-of the
people ogainst both war blocs.

The 151, as o Marxist movement, looks to. the
working class and its ever-present strugple- oi the
basic progressive force in society. The ISL is ar
ganized to spread the ideas of socialivm in the
labor movement and nmng alt- other sactions of
the peopls.

At the same time, Independent Sociolists -partici.
pofe actively in every siruggle to-better-the paa-
ple's lot now, such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anh-Semitiim, (n
defense of civil liberties and the trade-union move:
ment, We seek to join fogather with all- athas
militonts in the labor movement @ a left force
waorking for the formation of an indepandeat labar
party and other progresive policies

The fight for democrocy and the fight for social-
ism are inseparable. There can be no fasting and
genvine democracy without socialism, and: there
can be no socialism without demaecracy. To anrall
ynder this banner, join the Independent Sociailet
Leegue!

Get Acquainted!

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street &
New York 11, N. Y.

O I want more information: ahaut

the ideas of Independent Social-
ism and the I

O 1 want to join t&e ISL.

5

L CTLRPETTT T T

éITY T S,

HANDY WAY TO SUBSCRIBE

LABOR ACTION .
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Please enter my subseription:
0 1yearat$2. [ 6 monthsat$l..
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