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New York City Mayor
Retreats Shamefully
On Housing Bias Law

By SAM BOTTONE

While national attention for the
past several months has been fo-
cused on the civil rights bill in Con-
gress and more recently on Little
Rock and Nashville school integra-
tion, New York City is in the midst
of an attempt to enact a law ban-
ning racial and religious diserimi-
nation in private housing.

There already is a New York
State law prohibiting such discrim-
ination in housing constructed with
financial assistance from the fed-
eral, state or local governments.
However this is the first proposed
law anywhere in the country to ex-
tend the ban.to existing_privately con-
structed and owned apartments.

‘SORE SPOT

Discrimination in housing has long
been a sore spot in New York City with
its tremendous population consisting
largely of racial and ethnic minority
groups. While diserimination against Ne-
groes and Puerto Ricans is obvious and
widespread, it is also used against Jews.
Despite the fact that there are no laws
enforeing segregation and the Supreme
Court ruling of several years ago pro-
hibiting court enforcement of restrictive
covenants, private covenants are en-
Yorced by “gentlemen's agreement."”

But the immediate pressure to break
the back of residential home and apart-
ment diserimination came by way of the
school integration issue. For well over
a year there has been mounting pressure
by the Negro people and their organiza-
tioms to break up the all-Negro schools
in the ghetfo areas of Manhattan and
Brooklyn.

The bockbone of this defacfo school
segregation is segregated housing. I+ is
possible and necessary to work out a plan
of pupil transfer to integrote schools en
the {ringes of the ghetto-slums, although
the superintendent of schools has been
resisting the transfer plans through stall-
ing {actics. But a more fundamental cp-
proach had ta be the elimination of segre-
gated housing, The propesed law would
not eliminate siums for the low-paid Ne-
groes and Pwerto Ricons. 1+ would, how-
ever make it possible for a minority of
professional and better-paid workers to
escape from the ghetto.

An anti-bias housing bill was intro-
duced to the City Council on May 21 of
thiz year. Support for the bill appeared
to be almost unanimons. Mayor Robert
Wagner was for it, labor and liberal or-
ganimtions were pushing for early en-
actment and the entire City Council with
the. exception of one Republican had
indicated their support. Only the real
estate lobby was in open

And yet almost four months later the
bill is still bottled up in the General Wel-
fare Committee. The Demoeratic admin-
jstration -was thrown into retreat and
confusion -when- confronted with the op-
position of the ‘New York. City Real
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Eisenhower Do-Nothing Policy
Spurs Racists to Flout Law

By MAX MARTIN

An important battle in the struggle to integrate schools—the ¢ur-
rent major campaign in the war for equality for the Negro people in the
United States—is presently taking place in the state of Arkansas. This
battle, which began two weeks ago and whose end has not yet been
sighted, should have quickly resulted in vietory for the Negroes and other
anti-Jim Crow forces in America, considering the various factors present

in the situation.

That it has not done so, that the
segregationists have to date been
allowed to flout the law of the land
enunciated by the Supreme Court
three years ago, can be attributed
entirely to the incredible inaetion of the
United States government, and of Pres-
ident Eisenhower in the first place. Ar-
kansas’ Governor Fauhus has gotten
away with his open defiance of the va-
rious court rulings ordering desegrega-
tion of the schools of Little Rock up to
the present time because the federal
government has not utilized the various
means available to it for coping with his
defiance, and because of the attitude of
indifference and quiescence displayed hy
the president.

This behavior by the president in the
face of the Arkansas events in turn con-
stitutes a part of the bipartison pottern
of evasion and inoction on the pressing
issue of civil rights for which both majer
political parties bear responsibility. Un«
der the impoct of the world situotion and
the growing tide of struggle by the Ne-

groes here at home, Jim Crow went on
the defensive, and gains for democracy
became inevitable. Both the Republicans
and the Democrats reacted to this new
situation be doing as little as possible to
aid the anti-Jim Crow developments. Thus,
in the context of present circumstances a
civil ‘rights bill of some kind was inevi-
table in the last session of Congress. The
bill that was enacted, however, was an
extraordinarily weak ene as liberal Demo-
crats bowed to the pressure of the South-
ern reoctionaries in the nome of party
unity, Flushed with their unexpected semi-
victory in Congress, the Jim Crow forces
were emboldened to give bottle on the
s:hool integrotion front on the disputed
territory of the border states.

Arkansas, it must be remembered, is
not Deep South: it is a border state on
the Western fringes of the South and
combines the “Southern tradition” with
that of the frontier West, as represented
by Oklahoma and Texas. Politically, the
state has in recent years contained a
“liberal, New Deal” strain, both in the
state government and in its delegations

to Congress. Compliance with the Sus
preme Court decision on school integra-
tion by the state authorities, albeit with
reluctance, was therefore to be expected,

The actual implementation plans
drawn up were such that all “gradual-
ists” and “moderates” should have been
satisfied. Indeed, the plan of the Little
Rock Board of Education for integra-
tion involved a long, drawn-out opera-
tion. Its program, adopted in 1955, called
for integration of the senior high schools
this year, the admission of Negroes to
junior high schools in 1960, and the
desegregation of elementary schools in
1963. The Little Rock National Associa-
tion of Colored People had filed suit
against this extremely “moderate™ pro-
posal, charging it with being too slow.
The Cirenit Court of Appeals ruled
early this year that the program met
the Supreme Court's requirement of “all
deliberate speed" and ordered the Board
to proceed with the program.

SMOOTH BUT SLOW

During the two wears hetween the
adoption of this “zo-slow” program and
the projected first stage of its enactment
via the admission of seventeen Negroes
to Central High School this vear, the
Little Rock press and various community
leaders prepared the city for the coming
intezration program, as did most leading
eivic personalities. Thus it appeared that
the first stage of desegrezation of edu-

(Tura to last page)

By BRIJEN K. GUPTA

SYRIA:

Another Guatemala in t

The hit and miss American foreign policy went through the whirl-
wind motions of a warm-up for a real battle at the doorstep of Syria
last week. Result after the first round: one more miss.

The Sate Department’s moves were familiar. Syria was first accused
of receiving economic loans and military supplies from the Soviet bloe
at a favored price. To this was added the accusation that the ruling cabi-

net (which is left-of-center) and
the top military hierarchy were in-
fested with card-carrying Commus-
nists and fellow travellers. The
State Department argued, there-
fore. that in the paramount inter-
est of preserving “democracy” in the
Middle East it was necassary to streng-
then the allies of the Atlantic Camp—

Jordan, Irag, Lebanon and Turkeyv—by
making more weapons available to them.

Syria seems to have .survived the first
round, largely because Jordanians and
the .Lebanese hawve lost merve. Bot the

. game-is still far from being over.

This is because the paramount American
goal in the Middle East since the natien-
olization of the Suex Canal hos been to
liquidate the neutralist blec of Arcb na-
tions led by Egypt. The first victim was
the democratic, mildly socialist, largely
Third Camp-inclined, government of Sulei-
man Nabulsi in Jordan, against which King
Hussein with the support of his #ribal
beducin troops, ond Americon blessings,
staged o counter revolutionary coup earl-
ier this year. As will be recalled, both
the Eisemhower odministrotion and the
king had equated the democratic trend in
Jordanian politics with "pro-Soviet” lean-

-
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Making?
e Making’
ings to warrant the counter-revolutionary
coup.

Since then Syria has been the next on
the list. The participation of the Ba’ath
Arab Socialist Party in the Syrian Cabi-
net (where it controls the ministries of
Foreign and Economic Affairs) has been
totally unpalatable to the Eisenhower
Administration. The Ba’ath stands in the
Middle East for all those things that
the Eisenhower administration.opposes.
In recent months in Syria the Ba'ath
has been increasing its popularity and
support, Not primarily by slogans, but
be several concrete policies. For example
in domestic affairs, under the leadership
of the Ba’ath, the accent has been on
economic and political development, ra-
ther on the hysteria for the extermina-
tion of Israel.

The International Bank and TUnited
Nations sources privately adiit that
during the last few vears the pace of
economic development in Syria has been

(Turs to iost page)
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LABOR ACTION

Socialist Analysis, or Sectarian Agitation on:

- The Senate Hearings
And the Labor Movement

By GORDON HASKELL

The Senate investigation into labor racketeering has evoked what
at first sight might seem a peculiar reaction in a section of what is gen-
erally called “the left” in this country. Organizations and periodicals who
for years have been denouncing the leadership of the Teamsters’ ynion,
and others, for their corruption and racketeering, turn their fire from

these leaders just when they are
really on the run for the first time,
and concentrate it instead on their
exposers in the Senate, and on the
Meany-Reuther forces who are
seeking to utilize these exposures
to drive racketeering out of the
labor movement.

The reaction iz peculiar only at first -

sight. A little knowledge of the approach
of the groups in question to the Ameri-
¢an labor movement, as well as to poli-
ties in eeneral, quickly clears up what
might otherwise appear incomprehen-
sible. Since time has heen lacking in
‘which to trace the reaction of all radical
‘publications to thé hearings, we have
goncentrated on two, one of which at
least represents the extreme version of
a mood which is widespread among rad-
‘jeals and socialists on this matter,

BASIC PROPOSITIONS

The basie proposition from which
these periodicals (The Militent and The
Daily Worker) start is that the Senate
investigation is not led by well-wishers
of the lahor movement, but vather by
people who will seek to utilize their ex-
posures of corruption in the movement
as a pretext to shackle it with all kinds
of damaging and restrictive legislation.
This is a proposition which is recognized
and accepted so widely inside and outside
the labor movement that to draw atten-
tion to it requires no great insight and
‘merits no special recognition. Yet the
Militant, specially, is so insistent and
even strident on this point that one
might think there were some danger it

might be overlooked by the rank and file
as well as the leaders of the labor move-
ment.

Actually, of course, the stridency is not
accidental, but relates to the central
theme of the analysis. That is: the labor
leadership is betraying the labor meve-
ment by not meeting the Senate committee
“head on,"” and by “cooperating' with it.
The Daily Worker, which pursues the line
with o difidence which may reflect a eer-
tain lack of conviction, carries two quotes
from the recent deliberotions of the Uni-
ted Electrical Workers' convention in San
Francisco. Russell Nixen, UE's Washington
representative told the convention that,
“the established labor movement is not
meeting the challenge. . . Why are the
leaders of the AFL-CIO immobilized in the
face of this committee? We're going to
pay o terrible price!

“We have to fight it everywhere in the
labor movement hefore il gets too late,
and it's already getting awfully late!"

Tke quotation appears ambiguous, Ex-
actly what is "it" that must be fought
in the labor movement? We gather that
“4t" is “‘an atmosphere among the people
favorable to the passape of restrictive
labor legislation,” from the context of
the article. We are left to form our own
ideas of exactly what the leaders of the
AFL-CIO should do with regard to the
committee’s activities.

The same radical tone combined with
the same vagueness as to program is
apparent in the UE's resolution:

“The failure thus far of the leader-
ship of the labor movement to give ef-
fective direction on these issues must he

During the Spring and Summer of
this year, twelve local officers and
staff members of the United Automo-
hile Workers were subpoenaed by the
Senate Tnternal Security subeommit-
tee (the Eastland committee) and
questioned about past or present mem-
bership or association with the Com-
munist Party.

Seven out of -eight of the local offi-
cers called invoked the Fifth Amend-
ment at some point in their testi-
mony. Two of the four UAW staff
representatives invoked the First
Amendment in refusing to testify on
their past associations.

By the end of August. all nine who
hod balked at giving certain types of
festimony to the Senate had had their
“cases” reviewed either by their local
unions or by the UAW International
Executive Beard, In every single case,
the appropriate union body voted to
retain the person Invelved in office,
after reviewing his testimony and get-
ting his stotement on it. In o couple
of coses in which the IEB thought the
individual's testimony had been ambig-
uous, supplementol offidavits were filed
with the Senate committee clarifying
the testimony.

On August 26, the UAW Interna-
tional Executive Board sent the cases
of all union and International officers
whose cases had heen concluded to
the UAW Public Review Board for
final review, The question the Public
Review Board is supposed to find on is
whether the action of the locals in-
volved, or respectively of the UAW
top officers, in retaining all these indi-
viduals in office was “consistent in
spirit as well as in letter, with the
AFI-CI0:-Ethical: Practiee Code.”

The UAW and the Fifth Amendment

In referrving the cases to the Public
Review Board, Walter Reuther made
it clear that this action was taken as
a reply to an attempt by Senator Bar-
ry Goldwater to smear the UAW,

The odministrative letter sent out
by UAW President Reuther to the locals
in connection with the appearance of
UAW officers before the Eastlond sub-
commitieg pointed out that o UAW
member “who might exercise his per-
sonal right to invoke the Fifth Amend-
ment will not be judged by that fact
alone, -

“It iz equally clear that when a
member of the TAW holding either
elective or appointive office chooses
to use the Fifth Amendment, the mat-
ter is no longer purely personal, for
such member's holding of a union of-
fice immediately and inescapably in-
volves the union as an organization in
the matter,

“Under these circumstances, the
union #s an organization must take
prompt steps to protect itself by de-
termining beyond a doubt whether the
member is eligible to hold a position
of leadership in the Union as a result
of his personal decision to use the
Fifth Amendment.”

It may be that the UAW Executive
Board is bending a little too far back-
ward in its publie relations program in
sending these casez up to the Public
Review Board. But one thing should
he clear: in the UAW ‘“taking the
Fifth” does not lead to automatic dis-
qualification from office. In fact, so
far it has not lead to disqualification
at all for those who have felt them-
selves compelled to take this course in
front of a congressional committee.

overcome by the development of an ag-
gressive mass movement of the rank
and file.

“Thizs must and will happen hecause
in the past it has always been the com-
mon peaple who saved this country from
disaster. The present lack of leadership
leads only to disaster, economically and
politically.”

(Both quotes
Sept. 3).

hgain, we do not have the whole text
of the UE's resolution before ws. But pre-
sumably the Worker is seeking to educote
and inform its readers on the program of
this union as well as on a generally cor-
rect apprecach te the Senate hearings.
The context of the quotes seems to indi-
cate that it relates to the hearings. Again
we are left to quess exactly what "effec-
tive direction on these issues'” means, and
what the UE would have the union lead-
ers, or the rank and file do obout it:
throw all the crooks ocut of the labor
movement? Refuse to throw any out who
are questioned by the Senate Committee?
Advise all unionists ta refuse teo appear
before the Committee? Start o big public
propaganda campoign against the possible
recommendations of the Committee, even
before they are known? Your guess is as
good as owurs.

While the Daily Worker has tended
to handle this perplexing question tan-
gentially, and mainly in its news columns,
the Milifant has been campaigning on it
in the fiercest fashion imaginable. The
toesin is rung weekly. The labor bureaue-
racy is denounced for its many betrayals,
There is all the sound and fury of a
genuine cAmpaign. But when we seek
carefully for exactly what the leader-
ship, or the rank and file are heing
called on to do about the investigations
+ « + » the matter seems to slip between
our fingers.

THROW RASCALS OUT

That is not completely accurate. So let
us make it more so. The Militant calls on
the Senate to “keep hands off"” the labor
movement. They also call on the workers
to throw the bureaucrats out of office.
An article by Joseph Keller, who appears
to be aboutl the fiercest and most unconi-
promising of them all, in the Militant
for September 9 concludes:

“The fight for union democracy and a
class-strugele program, which is a fight
to oust the whole bureaucratic class-col-
labgrationist leadership, would also
bring with its victory the elimination of
the outright erooks and racketeers. That
is a =olution to corruption in the unions
that neither the Senators and corpora-
tions nor Meany, Dubinsky and Reuther
would welcome.”

We, for our part, would not be the
last to welcome such a fight. Its victory
would not only solve corruption in the
labor movement, but would also go a
long way to settling the hash of the
capitalist system itself. For a success-
ful fizht for union democracy and a
class-struggle program would mean that
a majority of the organized workers in
this country have, more or less, the con-
victions and opinions of socialists. But
sinee we are foy it whether there be a
Senate investigation or not; since we
have been for it for decades, and will
continue to he for it for further decades,
we cannot regard this as a precise pro-
gram for the partieular problem faced
by the labor movement as it is today.

The truth of the matter, as we see it
is that the Militanf Is not really interested
in the problem of just what the labor
movement should do mow to further the
fight against the rocketeers on the one~
hond, and to fend off the very real pos-
sibility that reactionary elements in the
Senate ond in the country at large will
seek to use the revelotions of corruption
in the labor movement for the purpose of
shackling its power to advance the infer-
ests of the workers. What they appear to
be interesied in, instead, is a bit of good
old-fashioned - agitation against the lead-

from The Worker,

ership of the labor movement which is
based on and pretty much limited to o
repitition of the following propositions,
however much that repetition may be dis-
guised by verbiage.

1) The union bureaucracy are lahor
lieutenants of the capitalist class. 2.-As
such, they always “capitulate” or “sell
out" the interests of the workers and the
labor movement. 3) Therefore, they are
doing it now by aiding and supporting
the Senate investigation instead of op-
posing it. .

NOT QUITE ACCURATE

It is vegrettable that to “prove” this
simplistic analysis the Militant and the
Daily Worker find themselves compelled
to step beyond the bounds of reportorial
accuracy, Brother Keller writes in the
same article quoted above:

"Te begin with, Meany, David Dubinsky,
Walter Reuther and their like have given
aid and comfort to this inguiry. Instead
of oppesing this disguised anti-union at.
tack, they issued an edict providing for
expulsion from AFL-CIC office of union
officials who avail themselves of their
constitutional right to refuse to cooper-
ate with conaressional commitiees cut to
knife labor.

“ At the behest of ‘public investigatory
bodies,'” Meany would even expel from
the AFL-CIO 1,500,000 guiltless mem-
bers of the teamsters alonz with a few
corrupt officials."”

The first statemeni is repeated so
often in the Militant and the Daily Work-
er that by this time it is quite likely their
writers really believe it. Tt happens to be
demenstrably. contrary to fact. That does
not mean that the writers who repeat
it are mecessarily liars. It is probably
more accurate to say that they' have
been taken in by their own over-simpli-
fied view of what is going on in the
labor movement. Since to assert that the
AFL-CIO leadership has issued an “ediet™”
providing for the expulsion from AFL-
CIO office of union officials who take the
Fifth Amendment before a congressional
committee fits that view, they continue
to assert it despite the fact that it never
was true; the additional fact that taking
the Fifth was not included in the charges
against Beck, and the facts about the
fate of UAW officers who took the Fifth
carried in an adjoining article in this is-
sue of Labor Action,

PROOF OF PERFIDY

Another line of *“proof" of the spine-

less cooperation of the Meany-Reuther

leadership with the Committee is that
they had never Dlefore taken serious
steps against the corrupt elements in
the labor movement, although the facts
about their corruption had long been
public knowledge. .

There is no excuse for the failure of
the “cleon” elements in the lobor leader-
ship not to have taken oction ogainst the
racketeers long ago. It is absolutely true
that in large part their failure to do any-
thing about this disgraceful and dangerous
situation stems from a general attitude of
bureaucratic solidarity against the ramks.
All that is frue, but is it not also irrelevant
to the octual question of what the labor
movement, ranks as well as leaders, can
and should do now, that the Senate investi-
gation is en?

Let us agree, even insist, that the
workers in the unions should “clean
their own house,” without any outside
assistance of any kind, specially that
which may appear to come from enemies
of the labor movement. They should. One
day they no doubt will. As a matter of
fact, one of the things which has made
the Senate investigation possible at this
particular time is the general revulsion
inside the labor movement against cor-
ruption, which has isclated the Becks
and Hoffas from union support and pro-
tection. It is precisely this atmosphere
which has compelled Senators who have
always regarded the Becks and Hoffas
as a necessary bulwark in the labor
movement against the “radiealism” of
the Reuthers to deal reluctant blows to
these “businesslike” leaders.

Further, is it not true that Reuther
and Meany and Dubinsky had started
the war against the racketeers before
the Senate investigation was planned,
with the ouster of the International
Longshoremen’s Association? To be sure,
they did this in their own bureaucratie.
way, not by helping the ranks to throw
their racketeer leaders out. Further, they.

AContlnved on page 3}
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" New York Mdyor Retreats——

{Continued from page 1)
Estate Boavds and banking interests in
the city.

The proposed bill would not cover all
private housing, In a concession to min-
imize opposition it exempted one and
two-family housges as well as small homes
in developments of fewer than 10 units.
On the other hand, it did make racial
and veligious diserimination a misde-
meanor punishable hy a fine of $500, and
permitted the State Committee Against
Discrimination to initiate court actions,

The shameful retreat by the Wagner ad-
ministration in face of the real estate and
racist pressures is a pure ond simple case
of Eisenhowerism. When the sun was shin-
ing bright Maoyor Wagner made militant
speeches about making New York an "open
city” free fro mall racial bias. But when
the clouds of opposition gathered he be-
‘gan to equivocate, stumble and now has
refused to even issue a stotement as to
where he stands on the bill. What makes
fhis performonce even more scandalous
is that during the past twe months he
was virtually wnanimously endorsed for
re-election by the Liberal Party as well
os most liberal and labor orgunizations.

REAL ESTATE LOBBY

When hearings began before the Gen-
eral Welfare Committee of the City
Couneil, it was freely predicted that the
bill would romp through the Council once
it emerged from the committee. Then the

real estate lobby swung into action.
Within a few days several thousand
letters flooded the office of the Mayor

and Demoeratic majority leader, Joseph'

Sharkey.

It was obvious that this represented a
concerted drive by a small but well-
heeled minority. Ranged on the other side
were organizations representing hund-
reds of thousands of New Yorkers—the
NAACP, the Liberal Party, the AFL-
CIO, the Urban League, American Jew-
ish Congress and many others. !

Almost immediately the Wagner ad-
ministration began to wilt under the
pressure of the real estate lobby. The
New York Peat reported on June 17 that
“Wagner was being urged by most of
his advisers Lo delay action until after
the mayoral election in the fall.” How-
ever the next day Wagner told the Post
that he alwavs has been gware of the
opposition but was still in favor of the
hill,

The chdirmar of thé General Welfare
Committee announced that he thought the
bill would be passed and that he would
vote for it. But he added thot it would
not be “a horrible thing" if the bill were
held up for. further study.

Then the panic was on. On June 18,

Wagner announced that “there is no time -

table on the bill” and that he is “not
trying to ram this bill down anybody’s
throat.” At a press conference Wagner
said that he still favored the hill *in

prineiple” but felt that “certain changes
will have to be made so that it will be-
come more acceptable. What these
changes were he never -indicated hut a
series of weakening amendments f_!ooded
in.

AMENDMENTS

The two amendments which are prob-
ably now in the hill would eliminate the
$500 fine on landlords who diseriminate
against fenants on racial or religious
grounds, and prevent acgrieved persons
or SCAD from going directly to court.
Instead they would go through a special
committee which would seperate out the
“legitimate” from “illexitimate” griev-
ances.

More serious is the ottempt to exempt
cooperative opartments. The effect would
be to create o huge gap in coverage,
since “co-ops” could be formed as a
means of continuing the present proctices.
Today luxury co-ops form the hard eore
of residential anti-Semitism in N, ¥, €.

Once the stampede began it was only
a question of how some of the fair-
weather liberals would retreat. Demo-
cratic majority leader Sharkey went =0
far as to try to disassociate himself
from the bill. He claimed that he was un-
acquainted with its provisions and only
agreed to sponsor it as a favor to the
MAYor.

At the Tiberal Party's 13th annnal
dinner, Mayor Wagner was one the fea-

Senate Probe and Labor ——

{Continued from page 2|

tried to do it in league with other union
leaders whose own hands were far from
clean, and that is one of the chief rea-
gons for the failurve of their attempt to
replace the ILA with a decent union.
But the unity of the labor movement has
greatly strengthened the position of the
anti-racist and anti-racketeer elements,
and that is one reason they are able to
take on the Hoffas today,

But quite aside frem the evolution with-
in the labor movement which has put the
racketeers an the defensive with regard
to the rest of the union bursoueracy, is

. it not perfecHy clear that the Senate
investigation, as it haos proceeded up to
the present, has greatly facilitated the
rank ond file in doing the job of throw-
ing the rachketeers out of their movement?

GRUDGING RECOGNITION

Even the Militant (Septl. 2) has to give
grudging recognition to this fact when
it writes: “Although publicity given to
these exposures may be made use of
here and there by rank-and-file workers
in their strugprles against the boss-rack-
eteer alliance, this should not allow
militant pnionists to blind themselves to
the crimes of the committee, or to the
threat to the union movement involved
in the committee’s methods and aima.”

*t**********************iﬁ:

New Edition

Three Yolumes in One

History
of the
Russian Revolution

By
LEON TROTSKY
Trotsky's greoct classic, now

available cgain for the first
time in years.
List $12.50 our price $10.00

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14th St., N.Y.C.
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The foct, hard os it may be for all of us
to take, is that until this committee start-
ed to work the hands of the workers in
most of the racketeer-dominoted unions
were pretty well tied. Dozens and hund-
reds had paid with broken bones, lost
jebs and with their very lives for daring
to oppose the Becks, Hoffas and others.
The teomsters and other unions are still
far from being out of the woods with re-
gard to rocketeering leaders. But there
can be little doubt that things are more
fovorable right now %o a real struggle
against these elements thon they have
been for a long time.

Is it not amazing, then, to find groups
wlho should be encouraging and helping
the workers ta utilize the Senate revela-
tions to the full to run the racketeers
out of the movement, engaged, instead,
in a eampaign of denunciation azainst
the Reuther-Meany forces? How dema-
gogie this really is can be derived only
Ly once again referring to the need to
distort the relationship of these union
leaders o the Senate committee so as
to make it appear that they are some-
how vresponsible for the reactionaries on
the committee, or that they are lending
themselves to the [latter’s long-term
anti-union objectives.

ONLY CROOKS

To date, the Senate Committee has
hauled no ome on the carpet except
people charged with crimes and abuses
of office which are detestabie to every
pood urviomist. It is clear that within
the committee there are elements press-
ing for an extension of the investigation
to include the legitimate union activities
of the UAW and others. So far, they
have not chosen, or dared to do so.

The top AFL-CIO leadership recognizes
just as well as you and | what some mem-
bers of the committee have as their wlti-
mate objective. But since it is a distress-
ing but obvicus foct that do date the labor
movement has foiled to clean its own
house of racketeers and crocks, for them
to put up o hue ond cry against the com-
mitteec at this peint would make it appear
to the general public (including a large
section of the union membership) that
they are defending their old pals and
colleagues, the racketeers and crooks,

In any event, such a stand would play
right into the hands of the most conserv-
ative workers, and the most reactionary
elements in the country. Is that not as
clear as day? If it is not; why do both
the Communists and the writers in the
Militant: find it so hard to propose an
actual ﬁne. a concrete course of action

for the union leadership to follow in
thiz situation, rather than contenting
themselves with vague super-radical agi-
tation?

The moment the Senate committee
starts questioning unionists with a
clean record from the labor movement's
own point of view about their legitimate
union activities, it will be pessible to
start a real eampaign against the anti-
labor character of the committee, not
before. As a matter of fact, the unions
whieh start it now (and they have been
mostly the racketeer-controlled unions)
comipromise their position for the time
when such a struggle becomes realistic
and possible.

So, in our book, the leadership of the
AFL-CIO is deing about what they can
do in this situation. They are seeking to
make a real dent in the racketeering sec-
tien of the movement. They do it in their
own bureaucratic way, to be sure. But
nothing. they are doing prevents the rank
and file in this or that union from ecleaning
its own house: quite the contrary. We
would veture the suggestion that such
rank and file revolts against racketeers
in the past as have been met with a selid
front of bureaucratic indifference or op-
position stond a much better chance of
getting o friendly reception and even
some aid today than they ever did before.

The Militant, and the Duaily Worker
in & lower key, keep talking about the
“full retreat before the developing anti-
labor drive” of the AFL-CIO leadership.
Their “analysis"” is made of the kind of
stuff we have talked about above. The
inability to distingnish vetreats from
advances of the actual labor movement,
as it is, one of the hallmarks of the
sectarian.

tured speakers .preparatory to receiving
the party's endorzement, The N, Y. Poat
reported on June 20 that in the original
draft of his speech, Wagner reiteraiéd
his support of the bill. But when He
delivered it, the reference was dropped.
The voice of the Democratic Party be-
came inaudible. Eisenhower at least had
a few copybook maxims to utter from
gomewhere on a golf zreen.

On July 1, the NAACP organized a
rally in support of the bill. Mayor Wag-
ner did not attend but he sent word to
the chairman of the rally that he had to
take one of his sons to camp. And when
Manhattan Borough President Hulan
Jack defended the mayor's stand on the
hill, he was booed.

Later in the month further hedridgs
were held on the proposed amendmenfs
but once again the Wagner administrd-
tion refused to lift o finger to bring the
bill to a vote in the committee. Since that
time, it hos been impossible to even get &
meeting of the General Welfare Com-
mittee.

EXPLANATIONS

Various reasons have been put forth
explaining this attempt to make like
Dixiecrats, First it was suggested that
the Democratic Party wanted to posf-
pone a vote till after the primary on
Sept. 10. Now that the primaries are
over it is questionable whether it will
be passed before the November electior.

Although the civil rights forces in the
city have suffered a set-back in  itheir
failure to have a bill enacted, nething
short of a Republican victory in the
mayoralty election will block this hill.
The only doubt which vemains is the
extent to which it will be emaseculated.
Once the anti-bias housing bill comes up
before the City Couneil, it would be
fantamount to political suicide for &
majority of the Couneilmen to vote
against it, whatever their private senti-
ments may be. The pressure of eivil
rights organizations has already made a
complete capitulation impossible.

But the experience of the weak-kneed
retreat of the Democratie administration
in face of veal estate and racist pressure
ought to pive the labor movement and.
the liberal organizations in New York
City something to think about. At the
very least they ought to examine fHe
double standards they have erected.
Toward the Eisenhower administration’s
vacillations they offer the severest eriti-
cism, but toward the same kind of policy
by a liberal Democratic administratioh
only, a gentle slap on the wrist.

These past four months have once
again demonstrated the dead end into
which ‘the Liberal Party works itself in
its support of Democratic Party candi-
dates. If the Liberal Party ran an inde-
pendent  mayoralty ecandidate, they
would be able to take the lead in pushing
for a strong hill. But instead they are
forced to keep silent on the Wagnér
administration’s shameful retreat.

YOU'RE INVITED

to speak your mind in the letiér
column of Labor Action. Our pok
iey is to publish letters of gener®l
political interest, regardless. of
views. Keep them to 500 words.
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LABOR ACTION

- Union Pressure Mounting Against Hoffa

By JACK WILSON
Detroit, Mich.

The pressure keeps mounting
against Jimmy Hoffa and his no-
torious eclique as the Teamsters
Union convention draws near. It
_will be held in Miami, Florida be-
ginning on Sept. 30. Hoffa's isola-
tion from the main stream of the
labor movement continues to place
him on the defensive.

It was quite a blow to Hoffa's

bandwagon when the Western Con-
ference of Teamsters failed to come
through with an expected endersement.
Of course, his three apponents, Tom Hag-
porty of Chicago, Tom Hickey of New
York, and John Shelly of San Irancisco
likewise didn't get an OK for the presi-
deney, but no one expected that.

Hoffa iz bound to become more tarn-
f{shed as president if the Senate rackets
committee woes through with the an-
nounced plan of holding another publie
hearing with Hoffa as a witness before
the teamsters organization has its elee-
tions.

The Senate comittee chief counsel spent
eight days in Detroit checking upon the
Hoffa story in Michigan. If the committee
brings out the Pontiac Local story, the
way Hoffa destroyed oll opposition to his
racketeer friends whom he kept in offices
after their convictions, his badly punc-
tured reputation as a union leader will
go deeper down the drain. The committee
may bring before nation-wide TV a series
of rank and file witnesses who can testify
how they were beoten up and run out of
the local union for trying to go on the
ballot against Hoffa's convicted friends.

Perhaps the committee may also touch
on the close association of Hoffa and
his lieutenants with racketeers in Michi-
gan whose vecords make Johnny Dio
Jook like a secondary truant.

KID GLOVYES

It remains Lo be seen if the Senators
will again try to handle Hoffa with kid
gloves, or do him the favor of postponing
the hearings until after his election as
president of the teamsters. In any event,
Hoffa still has to appear in federal court
on charges of illegal use of wiretapping.
Inecidentally, it was rather amusing to
read in a so-called labor paper a vigorous
denunciation of the Senate committee
for using wire-tap recording against
Hoffa. These apologists for Hoffa forgot
to mention that he is on trial for using
wire-tups against his own union cronies.

But even more difficult for Hoffa than
hig public comedown is the faet that the
AFL-CIO shows mo indieation of turn-
ing soft and compromising with the cor-
.ruption and racketeering which Hoffa
symbolizes.

George Meany and other AFL-CIO lead-
ers are not oply-aware of the mortal dam-
age that would be done to the union
movement if they made a deal with Hof-
fo—it would tar them in the eyes of pub-
lic epinion with the same brush—but the
AFL-CIO leaders are encouraged to keep
going ofter Hoffa by the huge stacks of
mail they keep receiving frem rank and
file teamstors througheout the country urg-
ing them to get rid of Heffa,

Top union officials arent fooled one
bit by the so-called endorsements Hoffa
claims to be getting from the teamsters’
“ranks.” In no single case, including
Hoffa's home Local in Detroit, was there
a vote of the rank and file on his endorse-
ment. A meeting of stewards and busi-
ness agents, with a hand vote, was the
method Hoffa used to get an OK from
his’ Loeal,

If the teamsters bureaucracy goes
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through with the plan for making Hoffa
itz official spokesman as newly elected
president, then the expulsion of the
teamsters union from the AFL-CIO is
a foregone conclusion at the December
convention of the united labor movement.

This is something Hoffa and company
fear far more than do the AFL-CIO
leaders. For without the guise and pro-
tection of bona-fide union movement, the
teamsters will be isolated, exposed and
wracked with a split, since many local
unions already have privately askeds
about direct charters from the AFL-CIO,

Placed in a position of being o split-off
and dual union, the teamsters organiza-
tion doesn’t face a prospect of growth and
improvement. Rather its defensive char-
acter. the corruption of its leaders. and
the moral approbrium it faces will make
its future existence a stormy one.

For each trouble that the Hoffa clique
can give the AFL-CIO, they will get at
least two in return, for the pressures of

the wvast bulk of the union movement
will be felt dirvectly by them. It is a far
different thing for the teamsters to be
out of the main stram of the union move-
ment than it is for a powerful and na-
turally isolated union like the coal
miners. In coal mining towns, coal miners
automatically are the majority of the
union movement. In any urban ares, no
matter how strategie the truck drivers
are, the fact remains that they are a
small minority of the labor movement,
and minorities have a hard time muscling
any majority. as the history of the union
movement shows.

As for the effect on the labor move-
ment of expulsion of the teamsters for
failing to get rid of the racketeers and
corrupt leaders, it will boost the moral
authority of the union movement. Of
course, the anti-labor press will predict
the end of unionism, ete. when this hap-
pens, but that is the same kind of none-
gense that has been written every time

a major organizational division took
place. The AFL-CIO split was supposed
to end the effectiveness of labor. The de-
parture of the ILGWU from the CIO
was supposed to weaken and collapse the
CIO. Ditto when the coal miners under
John L. Lewis walked out of the CIO.
Ditte when the CIO expelled Stalinist-
controlled unions.

In all coses of such anaolyses, what is
lacking is an understanding of the basic
strength and inevitable drawing power
of unionism to the working class. That is
why, no matter what mistakes or false
pelicies, or poor leaders have influenced
the union movement, it has developed into
a gigantic force of over 16,000,000 people.

Expulsion of the teamsters may well
bring forth another wave of organiza-
tion, since the single strongest argument
against unlonism now that tends to in-
fluence backward workers is that “it's
all a racket,” or “they're all alike.” To
see how pernicious and widespread this
reactionary argument really is, we rec-
ommend reading some of the contempor-
ary press of the “left.” Not even third
period Stalinists ever wrote such utter

nonesense, "

PRO & CON ' DISCUSSION

Intellectuals in Labor Unions

e ]

The exchange of opinions printed here deals
with a subject which we think will interest many of
our veaders. We will be glad to print additional
comment on 1t. Unless you have something excep-
tionally illuminating to say, please keep your com=-
ments within our 500 word limit —ED.

—

Hired Trade Union Employees Can
Do Socialistically Relevant Work

Ben Hall's recent review of Harold Wilensky's book, In-
tellectuals in Lahor TTnions (LA Tuly 15), though most in-
formative, negleets to consider an important aspect of this
problem that should be of particular interest to many of
LaBor AcTion's readers. 1 refer to the question of whether
or not socialistically relevant work can be performed by
hired employees of the trade union officialdom.

Speaking from my own personal experience, as one who
took such a path after seeking a means of livelihood that
jibed in some meaningful way with my socialist convictions
in this most un-socialist society of ours, I must say that
such pursuits are quite possible.

I hove found, as hove many of my colleagues, that despite
the bureaucratic malformations and practices so rampant in
the trade unions, ond the lamentable lack of influence that
the decimated socialist movement has upon them, union staf-
fers are still far from limited to the routine performance of
basically minor, non-essential work, as Hall and Wilensky seem
to imply.

Pervhaps a brief mention of some of my experiences as a
union organizer will be of some intevest, and offer at least
a personal substantiation of my point of view.

First of all, let me make clear to Comrade Hall that Wil-
ensky's observations to the contrary, the International
Ladies’ Garment Workers' Union Training Institute, in its
approach to prospective applicants, has not been able to
dispense with the idealistic appeal that used to draw much
larger numbers of young men and women onto union staffs
with so much enthusiasm and ridiculously low pay.

To buttress this point, | can reveal fo Comrade Haill some
facts about the working conditions of Training Institute mem-
bers and graduates, most particularly of organizers in the
field, that make the prefessional, academic, white coliar, and
other petty-bourgeocis existence (and ospirations} of many
ISLers and YSLers look quite @ bit more secure, comfortable,
ond financially rewording in comparison.

As formyself, I have had the opportunity, as an organ-
izer, to take part in a Southern organizational drive that
successfully brought a scab plant into the union fold. 1 am
currently engaged in another such drive somewhat further
north of the Mason and Dixon line.

The union contract that is in effect in the former shop,
and the one we are fighting to establish in the latter, most
likely leave much to he desired from a socialist standpoint,
and from the standpoints of evervone in the entire union.

Be that as it may, | am secure in the knowledge that | have
had an important part in bringing the working conditions and
job security of many workers to an appreciably higher and
more equitable plane, Alse, when contract renegotiation time
comes around. in shops where we have already won union
recognition. many workers will be in a somewhat firmer posi-
tion to get a littie more of the same.

Now this elementary type of union activity may be far
removed from the immediate academic interests of soeiolo-
gist-Wilensky, and far below the highest revolutionary
standards of comrade Hall. But 1 submit once again that
this work is precisely the sort of “labor action” that in this

,or any other day is most relevant and meaningfal from any
non-sectarian socialist point of view.

All of which should not be taken as a clarion call for the
ranks of the [S8L and YSL to do as 1 have done. The
myriad personal factors that enter into such considerations
positively preclude any intelligent discussion about the pos-
sibilities for socialists in this field on a programmatic level,

The same, 1 might add, goes for any discussion or agita-
tion about the entrance into the trade union movement on
an industrial (shep) level.
September ¢,1457 P. W.

Union Officialdom Tends fo Turn
Paid Staff into "Hired Hands"

I am glad to learn that comrade and brother P. W. has
been able to do valuable work as an organizer to advance
the cause of unionism. Certainly socialists can do-it; in
fact, thousands have done so before and hundreds do so
right now. That should surprise no one. “Socialistically rel-
evant'" work covers a lot of territory and includes the ef-
forts, not only of union organizers, but of men and women
in many callings, depending upon their capacities, their
preferences, and just plain luck. It eovers the arts, the pro-
fessions and mere jobs. Why net, then, union staff men and
labor intellectuals? Of course!

But that is mot what | considered to the point in my re-
view, It is not ot all @ maotter of down-to-earth unionism
versus “tighter revelutionary standards.” The question relates
not to socialists in particular but to thinking people in gen-
eral, Does the union movement, as it is now constituted, per-
mit “intellectuals,” broadly defined, to work in the labor
movement in full intellectual freedom and to the limit of their
abilities? The answer is clearly, "No." The tendency is to turn
them into mere hired hands whose efforts are circumscribed
by the immediate needs of the union officialdom which hires
them.

By and large, this is only one facet of a general cold
bureaucratic atmosphere in the American labor movement.
It affects socialiste just as it affects liberals and consistent
democrats. It is true, that each individoal finds_some com-
pensation and gratification in the fact that he serves the
cause of building a strong labor movement. But in general,
the lack of a living democratic atmosphere in the unions
makes it impossible for them to fulfill their potential for
making the world a better place ta live in, whether this is
conceived in terms of a new social order or as a flowering
of demoeracy and decency under our present system. There
is no reason why we, as socialists, should not underscore
this fact. 4

By the way, this affects not only “intellectuals” whom
vou might consider a special extreme case, but ordinary
union organizers even more, For example: the AFL-CIO

is now confronted by a move of its own staff organizers to

form a union of their own for security and protection on
the job. Say what you want about it, this remains: once the
bulk of union organizers was composed of men inspired by
the goal of soecial justice; they hardly looked upon them-
selves as “employees,” rather as crusaders for the underdog.

But now, they have been reduced to mere salary earners,
hired and fired at the whim of their employers {union officers)
and compelied to come frotting when the whisHe is blown.
Their demand for a wnion is open recognition of their reduced
status. George Meany recognizes it too: in order o discourage
their attempt he offers a wage increase, without @ union. Its
humilioting. Yet, each organizer. in furn. can do fine work in
advancing the cause of labor.

All this rankles if you look upon the labor movement as,

a liberating, democratic social force, SBocialists keep stress-
ing that -fact and so do others. Naturally, it will do no good
if people just throw up their hands and deplore, “count me
out.” The labor movement will only be reforined by those

who participate within it. It takes a good unionist to make

the uniong better, but a unionisgt.
Ben Hall
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TEN CENTS

- 10th Cong'ress of the National Student Association

Visible Stirrings

in the

Generation of Conformists

By HAROLD KAMM and GEORGE RAWICK

’ The Tenth Congress of the United States National Student Associa-
tion (USNSA) held at the University ‘of Michigan, August 20-30 was a
meeting of the Generation of Conformists. Of this, there can be no doubt.
The USNSA, founded in the immediate post World War Two campus
intellectual ferment, was at its outset decidedly liberal in tone. The liberal
bloc of those years was dominant and considerably to the left of present-

day American liberalism. But now
USNSA has reached middle-aged
respectability. One of the speakers
at the Congress, John Cogley, for-
mer editor of the liberal Catholic
journal, Commoenweal, who had
been invited to speak in order to eounter-
et the conservatising influence of the
large delegations from the Catholic
schools, caught the feeling of the assem-
bly. He observed that while in the past
an “elder worthy” would be called in to
address a body of students in order to act
as a restraining influence, he would have
to stirup.his audience, rather than calm-
ing them down.

But Cogley's efforts were not successful.
The drift towords the dulling conformity
of dead center was evident throughout
despite the pleas to the contrary of
Cogley, Senator Hubert Humphrey, end
President Buell Gallagher, of CCNY. (It
is interesting to note that Semator Hum-
phrey and President Gallagher have them-
selves not been reknowned of late for their
courageous defense of principle and lib-
eralism.)

CENTER OF CONGRESS

Faced with the defeat of federal aid
to education, the struggle for integration
of the schools and recurring attacks on
academic freedom; with radioactive pois-
oning of the air; with the struggles of
the students of the colonial world for
national freedom, the great majority of
the nine-hundred students attending the
parley as representatives of 800,000 col-

lege youths in 355 colleges reacted with.

a conipound ef conservatism, compla-
cency, and often cynicism.

The great bulk of those present were
clearly not pelitically oriented, being

Successful YSL Camp

The YSL National Camp at Moun-
tain SBpring Camp, New Jersey, was
held during the week following Labor
Day. Members and friends of the YSL
fiom various units (Chicdgo, Los An-
geles, New York, Philadelphia, and
New Haven were among the units and
organizing committees represented)
joined together in a week of socialist
edueation and recreation. There were
discussions of socialist organization,
the history of liberalism during the
two world ware, the socialist position
on war, the farmer-labor alliance in
America, youth revolt against Stalin-
ism and Communist China. One of the
high-spots of the week was the party
on Saturday night which featured ex-
cerpts from skits which had been pro-
duced on May Day in New York, an
impromptu song fest presided over by
Bob Bone and a camp fire,

Plans are currently underway for a
Fall Camp under the sponsorship of
the New York unit of the YSL.

concerned primarily with the local tasks
of student governments, They provided
the center of the Congress, the group
most representative of the temperature
of those preseént. There were, however, a
number of consciously political delegates,
First were the Campus-Politicians who
tried to combine a liberal rhetoric with
a comparatively conservative set of po-
sitions. They gave the leadership to the
relatively docile majority, They defend-
ed their chopping away at more liberal
stands not on the basis of arguments
over principles and the issues involved
but on the basis of ‘the "ecorrect parlia-
mentary procedure” and their narrow
interpretations of the USNSA Constitu-
tion. To their right were a small group
of very able and intelligent representa-
tives of the more rveactionary Catholic
schools, They followed the William Buck-
ley-National Review line, applying it
with econsiderable sophistication, and
were able to arrange favorable compro:
mises with the campus-politicians.

StighHly #o the left of the campus-poli-
ticians were the staff and elected leader-
ship of the NSA. While unwilling to effer
any forceful leadership te the Ceongress,
ond at times playing their roles as the
Official American Student Leaders with all
the fast feotwork required, they were con-
cerned about the drive to the right in
NSA, To their left was a small group of
delegates who managed to interject what-
ever controversy and dissent were ap-
parent at the Congress. While a few of
them were experienced politicals, the rest
were relatively non-ideologized students
without an overall point of view but with
o genuine concern for civil rights, civil
liberties. and the responsibility of the
student as a citizen in society.

A resolution calling upon. USNSA to
conduct a national educational program
on the effeets of atomic fallout proposed
by the University of Chicago delezation
proved one of the touchiest of topies and
sent conservatives and liberal respecta-
bles seurrying for a “constitutional cov-
er.” Narrowly interpreting a clause in
the body’s constitution which states that
USNSA can take stands only on issues
which “affect students in their role as
students,” they vigorously argued that
the Congress would be stepping beyond
its proper bounds in such a program.

STUDENTS AS STUDENTS

Continued citing of the “students as
students” prineiple “in order te scotch
controversial issues and squelch serious
debate noticeably antagonized several
foreign student ohservers.

Nonetheless, following a sixling blast
by a Japanese student leader that its
fetishistic use wos "a pretext for dis-
guising the weakness of USNSA's leader-
ship,” delegates proceeded #o qut the
H-Bemb resolufion by overwhelimingly de-
feating #he mandate section which di-
rected the national staff to plan an edu-

cationol program. As finally passed, the
resclution merely notes that "'the pro-
duction and testing of nuclear weapens
is . .. an issue of prime importance to
humanity."

The “studenfs as students” provision
was twisted again to repeal a traditional

USNSA stand urging recognition of con-

scientious objection on humanitarian as
well as religious grounds, and to bloc
any consideration of the 18-year-old vote.

Realizing towards the tail end of the
Congress that the “students as students”
gimmick could be used to stifle any sup-
port for foreign students’ fights for their
academic freedom, so often bound up in
“larger issues" (i.e., colonial struggles
for independence) the national leader-
ship, which at first seemed to be aiding
the cynical maneuvering, finally came
out strongly for “considering each reso-
lution on its own merits.” They were
apparently motivated by the need to
keep USNSA’s prestige from sinking
abysmally in the eyes of the international
student community,

Their infervention successfully paved
the way for pasiage by a dwindling num-
ber of weary and docile delegates of res-
olutions on the suppression of academic
freedem in Hungary, Algeria, Cuba, Gua-
temalo and South Africa—few of which
skirted the "larger issves” involved in
these struggles.

The Congress also criticized the 1.5,
Civil Administration on Okinawa for
suppressing Kyukyu student demonstra-
tions against violations of their academic
freedom.

FOR EXCHANGES

The Congress passed a resolution con-
demning the Moscow Youth Festival as a
“weapen of Communist propaganda,”
but refused to pass a motion suggesting
the “possibility of holding an interna-
tional youth festival in the free world.”
In one of the most hotly debated mo-
ments of the plenary session, the NSA
voted, 129 to 96, to censure the current
visit of fortv-one American youths to
China, thus echoing the U.S. State De-
partment line. An amendment to leave
open the pessibility of student exchange
with China failed.

On the other hand, the Congress looked
favorably upon “the possibility of nego-
tiating a long-term exchange with the
Polish mational union of students” and
for the third year in a row went on
record in favor of exchange with the
Soviet Union.

An issue which had always aroused
fiery debate in past years—desegrega-
tion—fell victim to the politics of truce
and compromise. Originally drafted at
the 1955 Congress, the desegregation
resolution was watered down in a bitter
floor fight at last year's Congress and
was further wesakened this year—but
more quietly—as a sop to a handful of
militant Southern segregationists in
order to ensure unity.

The major point of contention was a
sentence in the resolution which described
segregation in education as “'unethical and
unwise." A motion "to soften the harsh-
ness" by substituting the phrase "incom-
patible with human equality” was made
by an avowed racist—wheo did not believe
in human equality!—and carried the Con-
gress. The 1955 resolation. urged- immedi-

ate steps toward desegregation on all
levels of education. It now reserves that
demand only for higher. education.

On the positive side, the document
mandates USNSA to hold a desecrega-
tion conference this coming year in the
South.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM

In contrast to the emasculation of the
desegregation resdlution wus the im-
provement over past years in the USNSA
stand on academic freedom. Though by
no means a consistent libertarian docu-
ment, a nine-point basic policy declara-
tion—the first policy stand taken by
USNSA in this field—was adopted at
this year's Congress. It unambiguously
affirms that college students have the
right to hear any viewpoints they want -
to, that they have the right to organize
and join partisan political groups on
campus, that loyalty oaths are destruc-
tive to academic freedom and an indi-
vidual's constitutional rights, and con-
demns the use of membership lists for
other than purely administrative pur-
poses.

The declaration falls down on the ques-
tion of criterio in judging an individual's
fitness to teach however, by adding an
otherwise strong statement on the “in-
controvertible logic" of Sydney Heook lib-
erals that “membership in an organiza-
tion which advecates the viclent over-
throw of our constitutional process would
require an investigation of the individual's
integrity and prefessional competence.”

Compared with Congresses at the
height of the Witech Hunt thig NSA con-
vocation was marked by an increase of
intelleetual exploration and boldness, at
least on the part of a voecal minority.
The improved position on academic free-
dom, despite its inadequacies, marks a
step forward. While the bulk of the stu-
dents remain conformist, there is visible
a stirring among the rest. And this is
encouraging,

Today the USNSA iz marked by a do-
vile conservatism, Yesterday it was
worse. Before that it reflected the out-
pouring of an independent liberalism,
even radicalism. Tomorrow—it will be
affected by the changes that will take
place in American student life and in
American society. Thus, despite the
disappointing conservatism of this. Con-
gress, the NSA remains an important
center of American student life. The
task of those students who take their’
responsibilities as citizens seriously is to
work to broaden the scope of NSA, and
to do so these students must work for
a more progressive and militant program
and policies for the United States Na-
tional Student Association,

THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Socialist League is o democratic so-
cialist organization striving to uid in the basic
transfarmation of thiz society into one where the
meons of production ond distribution shall be
collectively owned and democcrafically manoged.
The YSL ottempts to make the young workers and
students, who form its arena of octivity, conscious
of the need for organization directed ogainst capi-
talism and Stalinism,

The YSL rejects the concept thot state ownership
without democrafic contrels represents secialism; or
thot socialism can be ochieved without pelitical)
democracy, er through undemoeratic means, er in
short in any way other than the conscious octive
participation of the people themselves in the build-
ing of the new social order. The YSL orients to-
ward the working class, as the class which is-
capable of leading seciely lo the establishment of
socialism,

—From the Constitufion of the YSL
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Split Grows Between People
And Gomulka Government

By A. RUDZIENSKI

_ The Polish government’s press acknowledges that a wave of discon-
¥ént is sweeping over Poland because the people have expected much
tore from the October revolution and from the Gomulka government

‘than the latter can give,

“The situation in the country is very difficult. The standard of living
iz extremely low and the poverty horrible, not only because Polahd is

poor and was devastated by war,
but because the economic policy of
the regime, imposed by the Krem-
Yin, was dirvected fo the increase of
‘heavy industry and armaments.
This policy ruined the old, historic
economy of Poland without building up
a new economic organism capable of sat-
isfying the needs of the country, Poland
is now suffering the consequences of
Russian colonial, imperialist poliey.

AGRICULTURE RUINED

Polish agriculture was ruined by the
annihilation of the small peasant farm.
1#1 addition, the great state farms (Sov-
hose) run a constant deficit of five bil-
Yion #lotys annually, or about 100 zlotys
for every member of the population. Over
and above all this, however, the most
completely ruined link in the Polish econ-
omy iz the small town, destroyed by bu-
reaucratic centralization,

Before the war, the small town was the
céiter of the peasant economy where
small trade, the handicrafts and the free
professions performed indispensable tasks
f6r the peasants. In the Polish towns, com-
merce and trade was carried on mainly
by the Jewish population, becaumse the
Polish middle class was very weak.

Now, after the extermination of the
Jewish pepulation by the Germans, and
after the desolation of small trade and
the handicrafts by totalitarian bureaun-
cratic centralization, the Polish provinces
represent a picture of ruin and desola-
tion with semi-deserted small towns, ‘with
houses falling into ruin, without any
trace of life or independent activity, de-
stroved by the bureaucracy. Because of
the monopoly of building materials in
the hands of the government, no peas-
ant could restore his old house or build
‘a new cne withoul buresncratic permis-
sion and delivery of materials. So, today
Poland is a land of devastated small
fowns, of villages falling into ruins, and
of a terrible housing situation in such
¢ities as Warsaw, Cracow, Poznan, Lodz,
Gdansk, ete.

WORKERS SUFFER

The weight of this terrible economie
srtuat.lcm falls primarily on the working
clasz and the lower middle class (the
Tower hureaucracy), because the peasants
have their own houses, even if primitive,
old and ruined, and the upper layers of
the bureaucracy ave living very well at
the cost of the working people. The av-
efige wage of unskilled workers is be-
Fween 800-1200 zlotys, while a pair of
HHoes dosts 600 zlotys, and a suite of
‘tlothes 5000 zlotys. There are in Pdland
f$oiday seme millions of working people
tho earn less than 600 zlotys. To be sure,
the mine workers earn hetween 2000-
000 zlotys (a university proféssor
ddrns 2000 zlotys).

“Thus the working class is the worst
temaged by the “socialist” policy of the
§‘tnl:m=t bureaucracy and is the most
discontented. While the peasants are
guiet as a result of the dividing-up of
1he kolhozes, and the Catholics with the
Swinning of religious freedom, the work-
ing class is more and more discontented
with Gomulka’s administration, because
it eannot live off beautiful phrases about
socialist democracy and workers' coun-
¢ils. They must eal, and give food to
their children. That is why the wave of
strikes is spreading over Poland, from
Poznan to the mines of Silesia, from
Werdaw and Lodz to maritime Pomera-
nia. The workers are demanding wage
incréases, and Gomulka’s answer is al-
ways that this is impossible as it means

a further hike in the inflation and the
break-up of the Polish economy.

Many thousands of workers have weon
wage incredses despite Gomulka's oppo-
sition. Amdhg them ore the workers of
Poznan, Warsow and the Silesian miners.
But a majority of the working class is
sfuck at the old wage level, ond hence is
disillusioned with the government and
Gomulka's promises. The government
shoold permif strikes fo take Floce, for
in the October days Gomulka promised
to guaranfee the right to strike, But now
the government opposes strikes with fhe
old argument that strikes in o socialist
state are an absurdity.

Nevertheless, the strestear workers of
Lodz, the industrial center of Poland
and the traditional center of workers'
radicalism, went on strike after exhaust-
ing all other means of struggle. This
time the government used not only pres-
sure by the party and the unions, it
called out the police and the 2rmy againsl
the striling workers. The strike was
broken by the combined pressure of the
Party, unions, police and army. Many
workers were arrested. The government
promised to raise wages and to change

Independence

Readers of LABOR AcTiON will
femmember (or can look up) the
article “The Crime of Okinawa”
which appeared in our issue for
March 26, 1956. That article
described the American military’s
land-grab in Okinawa which has
disrupted the island’s economic and
social structure, and has led to a
mounting opposition to the Amer-
ican occupation and a mounting
demand to have Okinawa returned
to Japarese administration.

CRISIS GROWS

Right after that report was published
in Labor Aetion, the political situation in
Okinawa reached a crisis as a result of
the publication of the findings and rec-
ommendations of a House Armed Serv-
ices Sub-committee on Okinawa, headed
hy Representative Price. Instead of back-
ing the Okinawans' demand for curtail-
ment of land seizures by the American
military, and for compensation to the
Okinawsn farmers on a vrental rather
than a lump-sum basis, the Price Report
backed the military’s basie position, while
recommending that lump-sum payments
be hased on a higher rate than that
which the armed services have been
willing to pay in the past.

The Price Report was greeted by pro-
test demenstrations in which the police
estimated about 100,000 persons parfici:
pated at 55 different areas on the island
in one day. For months anti-American sen-
timent ron so high thot a large area in
the south-central part of the island had
to be declared off-limits to service per-
sdnnel.

At the end of Ddécember, 1956, elee-
tions were helid for mayor of Naha, eapi-
tal of Okinawa. Of the three eandidates;
fwo were “pro-American” conservatives.
The other was Kamajiro Senapa, séere-
tary general of the Pdoples” Party. Sen-
aga polled 16,592 votes, or 40 per cent
of the total, and won easily. '

In his campaigh, Senaga concentrated
on three issues: reversion of the island

-

the hated bureaucrats in the streetear
“enterprise.” The official organ Tribuna
Liwdu {directed by my old prison com-
rade Leon Kasman) explained to the

. workers that to strike was wrong, and
would harm their own interests.

In this way, Gomulka, who promised
the right to strike to the working class
as one of the conguests of the revolu-
tion, now assumes the role of a strike
breaker. This is a dangerous road for
him to follow, because without the sup-
port of the workers the Gomulka regime
iz destined to fall.

After the Lodzx strike, Gomulka de-
clared #o the workers at Nowa Huta,
near Crocow, that he can "calm" the
“brawlers,” but the impression this speech
made appears to have been so bad that
he corrected it, and appealed to the "com-
mon sense” and fhe “respeonsibility” of
the workers, and #o their understdnding
‘of #he dificult international situation of
¥he écuritry. The discontent of the work-
ers is reflected in the internal struggle in
the Party. But it is curious that the Stal-
inist opposition brings up the problem of
fhe workers' woges as o pdint against
Gomulka. In a récent meeting of the War-
saw organization, Gomulka just borely
won by a majority of nine votes over the
Stalinists.

While the working class is fighting
actively for an inerease in its wages, the
middle ¢lass and the “intelligentsia” are
delivering themselves over to disap-
pointment with the results of October,
to political indifference or to desperation.

The ardent young writers frem the

October days have been either fired or
corrupted. The Polish press has lost its
critical edee. The organs of the October
left are now controlled by the censorship.
From day to day the breach between
Gomulka and the October left, repre-.
sented by the youth, the workers of Ze-
ran and Poznan, the intellectuals and
the Party left, is growing, If the split is
not yet open, this can be attributed to
the growing attack .of the Stalinists on
Gomulka. The spontaneous political left,
like the workers, are vacillating in their
fight because they think that the fall of
Gomulka could mean the return of the
Stalinists or civil war in Poland, men-
aced by Russian intervention,

DANGER OF INTERVENTION

The danger of Russian intervention
delays the growth of the opposition of
the working elpss to Gomulka and the
erystallization of a new Polish left and
its development of an independent polit-
ical role in the country. But in spite of
the international situation this is the
historical tendency of the Polish work-
ers and of the Polish revolutionary left:
to break vup Stalinism, overcomingr Go-
mulka’s transitional administration in
the process, ]

For the moment, it is not only the Polish
economy which Is sick. The mind of the
peeple is also sick and desperate. In ad-
dition to the strikes, the resistaice to
the bureoucracy is toking other forms.
Thirty per cent of the workers are regu-
Tarly absent from their jobs, which de
ot assure them of the minimum they need

to exist. Government {unctionaries stedl

to the fune of two million dollars daily, a
sign of low salaries and demoralization.
And the whole people is seeking consola-
tion in vodka which is consumed ot the
rate of abdut one million dollars per day.

The Polish peoplse understand that
due to the prezent divizion in the world
their situation is desperate and their
fate tragic. But in spite of this, the gen-
eral tendeney of the healthy part of the
nation is to seek to overcome the present
stage and {o win a victory over Stalin-
ism,

Struggle Grows in Okinawa

to Japan; the land guesiion; and low
wages, (The average wage in Okinawa
is $3.00 per hour for Americans, and
18 cents for Okinawans!) It is hardly
surprising that Senaga drew his heavi-
est support from the laboring communi-
ties of Shurt and Oroku.

The warning signs were so pointed
that the American administration tried
to put itz best foot forward to placate
the Okinawans., The day before Senaga
took offiee, General Lemnitzer, U.S. Far
Eastern commander and governor of
the Ryukyu Islands, announced that:
“] have directed a comprehensive review
of all military requirements for land in
the Ryukyus with a wview to rveducing
our existing requirements wherever pos-
gible and of limiting new acquisitions to
an ‘absolute minimum.”

On January 20, 1957, it wos announced
that rents poid Okinawans for their land
by the armed forces had been #ripled
"aver what the Army concedes was an
unfair voluation in earlier surveys." It
waos further” announced that there were
current plans to "“release 12,500 ocres
now held by different arms of the serv-
ice," and that $5.7 millien had Been ap-
propriated for resctlement of displaced
farmers.

The same report, however, also made
it clear that lump-sum payments were
going into effect (with the Price Re-
port recommendations for a higher sum;
but this is still the major grievance of
Okinawans). (2) The Marines still need
46,000 acres of land, of which 25,000 will
have to be requisitioned by lum-sum
payment. (3) That the 1LS, must have,
at the lowest minimum, 16 per cent of
Okinawa's arable land for its military
purposes,

"CONCESSIONS"

Thus, the *‘concessions” were hardly
enough to conceal the basic fact that
American military mneeds have priority
over the needs of the people of Okinawa,
Popular support for Senaga's program
was not lessened by the “econcessions.”
Last June, the 24 man eonservative “pro-
American” majority on the Naha Mu-
nicipal. Couneil passed a no-confidence

vote, and thus overthrew the Senaga
administration. New eleclions were call-
ed in the hope that Senaga could be
beaten.

But once again, he won easily, receiv-
ing 16,818 votes, or 226 more than hé
got in the previous election. This despite
the fact that when his first administration
took office the Bank of the Ryukyus, in
which the U.S5. gevermment is majority
stockholder, refused to lend the Naha city
government money for reconstruction,
causing city contractors to terminate their
confracts and thus throwing 4000 peoplé
out of work,

In brief, the blind policy of placing
American military needs above the needs
of the Okinawan people creates a con-
tinuing and continually growing oppo-
sition in the island to American occupa-
tion, From a land where “there are no
regirictions imposed by a foreign govern-
ment on our rvichts to store or to em-
ploy atomic weapons,” (Price’s Report)
Okinawa is turning inte a land where a
whole people is united in its hatred of
the imperialist invader and oceupier,
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Joe Clark’s Resignation

Points to New Crisis in (/

By H. W. BENSON

As the Communist Party national convention
was winding up in February, a rumor buzzed
through the little anteroom that served as a
press room; Joe Clark, foreign editor of the
Daily Worker, it was hinted, would demand

the floor and in a dramatic last minute declara--

tion resign from the party. It never happened
but the rumor was, at worst, premature. On
September 9, in a letter printed in the Daily
Worker, he finally left the party.

His resignation comes as another shattering

blow to the dwindling morale and tattered pres-
tige of the CP. There have been others, notably Howard
Fast and John Steuben. But this time, unlike the
others, it seems that Clark’s move will set off the inter-
‘nal party faction fires that had been banked and smould-
ering for seven months, John Gates, DW editor and
spokesman for the only formal tendency in the party
that has aroused any interest in the broad socialist pub-
lie, felt impelled to restate the need for a struggle inside
the party for his views. And, simultaneously, perhaps
by coincidence, Gates waus attacked by name for the first
time in the Russian press, in an article in Kommunist,
political organ of the Russian CP. It is difficult to see
how a revival of the wide.open fight ean be avoided.

Clorke served on the Daily Worker staff for 12 years;
he had been @ Communist for 28 years. He joined in his
teens during the so-called "Third Period' when he became
a leader of CP student work, organizing mass student
demonstrations and helping to set up the Natienol Student
League, which later entered os the Communist wing infe
the American Student Union. Ever since, for a political Jife-
time, he has served as a loyel and prominent party leader
and spokesman. What he soys now becomes politicol evi-
dence of the first order. As Gates commented in the DW,
“The resignation of Clark is another sign of the continued
decline of the Communist Party.” And o it is. But more,
it will undoubtedly upset the relations of the various
graups and tendencies within it

Like others whd® supported Gates, Clark was encour-
aged by the recent CP convention and waited for a
full-scale turn., But in vain. “The hope and promise of
that convention,” he writes, “have not [been] fulfilled."
Apparently, the downfall of Molotov and Malenkov
was a last straw. Clark says, “To support Khrushchev
against Molotov and Malenkov as the party and Daily
Weorker have dome, is no service to socialism or the
Qoviet Union. Wrong though Moelotov has been, the
Soviet people face the perspective, and 1 think will
sueceed, in producing a new leadership, one which is
not responsible for the erimes of Stalin as both Molo-
tov and Khrushchev are. American socialists should be
partisans of socialism everywhere. But one cannot have
an independent stanee or a serupulous regzard for truth,
and support the ‘unity’ of the Soviet Communist Party
behind Khrushchev, as the Daily Worker did editorial-

Iy.” .
For Socialist Democracy

He calls for “independence” of Ameriean Marxists,
ax have others of all shades of opinion in the party.
The word is A euphemism, carried along from his past.
Socialists require more than “independence” from a
dictatorial, repressive regime headed by men who
worked hand-in-glove with Stalin; they are hostile to
it and look toward and support every genuine move-
ment for democracy. But Clark obviously intiinen be-
yond mere “independence”; he speaks now of a “new
leadership” in Russia. E[bEWhElE, he says,.“my view
is that socialism ean be served. only by a complete
break with Stalinism. The latter perverted soeialism
by substituting autocracy for democracy. But Marx-
ists have always advocated soeialist democracy, which
they uphold as more libertarian than any yet attained.”

One question comes to mind instantly because it is
so fundamental: does Clark maintain that Russia was
siggeialist” under Stalin and is it socialism-without-
demoeracy today? We note, that even a man who broke
so sharply with Stalinism, like Howard Fast, was un-
able to throw off his old misconceptions on this score.
But Clark does not say!

“Communism on a world seale,” he still maintains,
“has been the major current in our time through which
sgeialist transformations have taken place.” That ap-
pears clear enough. But do the Communist regimes
here and now. represent socialism? At this peint, Clark
becomes cloudy. He speaks of “the successful revolutions
in Russia, China, and Yugoeslavia” and in the same
breath of the “socialist transformation in Poland.” This
apparently subtle differentiation between Poland and
the other pations is underlined when he writes:

"Marxism realized its greatest triumph in the Russian
and Chinese revelutiens. It alse reached its most serious
crisis os a result of Stalinist perversion of the Commu-
nist movement. Within the Communist couptries there
is great hope for socialism in the complete elimination
of Stalinism which deprived secialism of its humanism and
high moral principles and which replaced scientific meth-
od with a religious type dogma."

We ask again—are they socialist now? Clark neglects
to mention even once that holy of holieg, “the socialist
world,” veferred to with reverence even by the most
professedly anti-Stalinist Communist. We refer to this
“oversight” noi in order to ridicule an “inconsistency"
which we have gleefully discovered or to chide Clark
for missing the erucial point. (We leave to his Stalin-
ist enemies the task of berating him for his “anti-
Sovietism” us they have already begun.) Quite the con-
trary, We take great pains to note Clark’s “omission”
becanse in that “defect” lies perhaps hiz most important
contribution to the reorientation of Communists. *

- - -
Key Political Questions.

On another plane, however, Clark is just beginning
to raise the key political questions, even for himself,
He calls generally for sacialist democracy; and for a
“new leadership” in Russia. But a lot can fit under
those headings. Coneretely, the issue is posed thus:
are yvou for real and tangible demoeratic rights now in
the nations dominated by Communists: freg speech,
tree press, the right to strike, the right to form free
trade unions? the right to form legal and peaceful
opposition parties, free to change the regime by peace-
ful, constitutional methods? We are for all that here.
Are we for it there?

In the answer to this question lies the future of social-
ism, in America as elsewhere. It is this. ot bottom, which
finally ruined the Communist Party when it served as the
pelitical apologist for a totalitarion power. Like many
others, Clark doesn't yet feel it in his bones.

“Fundamentally the demize of the party is related to
that of every other socialist movement in our country
since the days of the first Marxists here,” he writes.
Not content with growing directly out of the struggles
of the American people, and basing themselves on the
specific conditions of American life, these movements
have unwittingly tried to impose their degmas on the
strugeles.” But at one time, with the same dogmas,
the CP could enroll & hundred thousand members and
influence a million others. What has changed is not
the party but the world of labor, liberalism and social-
ism. Yesterday, Russia could win their sympathies and
the CP, which rested upon it, grew. Today, the dictator-
ship in Russia arouses the detestation of zll; the CP
which continues to apologize for it, even if less bla-
tantly, falls to pieces. -

Clark repudiates the advice of Jagques Duclos, French
CP leader, who put pro-Russian apologetics in their
most arrant form. Duclos maintained that “interna-
tionalism” meant “solidarity with the foreign policy
of the Soviet Union.” This Clark rejects and he criti-
cizes the American party for not explicitly repudiating
this thesis.

Supports Hungarian Revolt

He writes: “In 1839, internationalisin required sup-
port for the anti-Hitler war, not the shameful neutral-
ity of both the French snd American Communist
parties.” Entirely apart from any judgment on the
validity of Clark's own new conclusion, there is no
doubt that it represents a thrust at Stalinism at one
of its wedkest points. More important is Clark’s out-
right support of the Hungarian revolution: “And in
1956, proletarian internationalism required solidarity
with the Hungarian workers opposing Soviet interven-
tion, It demanded support for the Hungarian workers
who formed a solid phalanx of workers' councils and
for their 100 per cent zeneral strike.”

Finally, in a letter to the New York Times, in which he
appeoled for an amnmesty for Gilbert Green and Henry
Winston, Clark reminded himself of the Moscow Trials,
"Mothing made me more ashamed than learning that the
trials of Trotsky, Zinoviev, Bukharin and other Bolshevik
leaders were dastardly frame-ups as were the Rajk,
Kostov and Slansky trials.”

In sum, Clark does not pretend to offer any platform
or special program, except to reiterate his faith in
socialism; he certainly essays ne theoretical analysis,
What he does is sufficient for his purposes of the
moment: it is a stinging criticism of the Communist
Party and a renunciation of Stalinism. He is convinced
that *“the party has become a hindranece rather than a
means for advancing socialism.”

To appreciate the impact -of Clark's resignation
upon the inner party situation -we need only examine
two quite different reactions to it: 1. a statement by

the National Administrative
and 2, a statement by John Ga
ag a “reply” to Clark.

The party iz naturally not in a position to exert its
full talents of vituperation in these difficult days, but
its official statement makes the best of it. Its NAC,
reject Clark's contention that the Party is in any way
as is only natural, announces that all its members “wsll‘.
an obstacle to the at.luevement of socialism, " The
Committee is entitled to its vain hopes but it will u?t
rest content with that, It goes on, “but Clark goes be-
vond mere loss of faith. He assertz that the Cm]mums{;
Party has become a hindrance to the advancement of
socialism. This iz more than dissatisfaction. [t places
him as an oppenent of the Party—as one who believes
that the cause of socialism can best be served by 1ts
liguidation.”

Thus the edge is directed not only ogainst Clark byt
against ‘those Gatesites who proposed the transformg-
tion of the party into o political action association. An
then the inevitable: "Clark hos lost ell conception of a
sound workingclass attitude toward the Soviet Unio_ga
And, "Clark's statement . . . gives grist to the mills of
those who plan teo e:pl‘oaf ﬂle *foreign ageat' lie." In
this rather mild muck-dropping this stands out; the Com-
mittee censiders Clark an enemy,

But John Gates still considers Clark a friend and
future collaborator. In his “reply,” Gates ends, “In the
farewell the Daily Worker staff gave Clark a few days
ago, | expressed the thought that in saying farewell
to Joe we were not bidding farewell to his and our
mutual fight for socialism. Clark replied in kind, We
parted in sorrow and not in anger, as friends not
cnemies. I hope we will be able to discuss our disagree-
ments in such a way as to be able to march to socialism,
each in our own way, at the present time, but unitedly
some timé in the future.” Gates, is careful to distinguish
his views from those of Clark. He thinks the party s
moving in the. right direction; he helieves that Duc],qp
was repudiated; “we supported the recent changes ip
leadership in the Soviet Union,” he writes, “because
we were for the policies enunmate:l by the 20th Co;;l,—
gress of the CPSU."

One Step Backward

Here, we might recall; that as far back as July 24 in
a discussion of Clark’s views on Russia, Gates took a
In’g step backward when he wrote in the Daily Worker,
“. . . & multi-party system will probably continue for
a cons:derable period after the Awmerican people at—
tain socialism. Im the Soviet Unioh howew:r. there is
no material base for a multi-party system.” Not even
under Stalin? Not even now under Khrushchev who
was linked with Stalin? Why not? Perhaps he will
soon he compelled to give nther answers, Let us hope
so. But at any rate, his discussions with Clark remain
on the plane of political affinity.

But how different his haondling of the Foster wing [m ©
his own party! Gates, In effect, denounces the Fosterites
for forcing Clark out of the party: it is o difficult if not
untenable position; he has more in common with Clark
who calls for the end of the CP than with the Foster wing
with which he remains united! At o meeting of the CP
National Committee July 27-28 (before Clark resigned),
Gates spoke out uqumsl" Faster, "If you want to exclude
from the poges of the Daily Warker columns like Joe
Clark’s, let's talk abeut excluding orticles by Foster and
anyone else that alse contradicts the line of the Party. |
say that this is a vital question, because it has to do with
the direction owr Party is going. He struck back at his
critics, "There was a remark made to the effect thot
comrades who odvocate a political action association
were putting forward the position of imperiaiism—
thaot's the way you talk to enemies. mot to comrades!"

Foster answered, “Comrade Gates said that I also,
had written anti-Party articles, which were printed in
the Daily Worker. That is not correct. Every article
I submitted to the Daily Worker was first submitted to,
and passed upon by the Party. 1 wrote some articles
that were against the line of the Daily Weorker, which,
is quite & different line from that of the Party, in many,
respects.”

A Reply to Foster

With this as a backgmun:l we can understand thag
Gates’ "reply” to Clark is actually a reply to Foster.
“, .. we have not yet succeeded in ereating the kind of
atmosphere in the Communist movement where new
ideas can freely be advanced and explored without
name-calling, invective and abuse.” That, explaing
Gates, is why Clark was forced out of the Party. And
Gates goes on: “there are those who opposed these new:
policies before the convention and who resist, obstruct
and seek to reverse them now. This is a real struggle
and has not yet come 4o a definitive conclusion.”

As everything seems poised for a mew eruption in-
side the Communist Party, two problems which will
affect the immediate future of socialism in the Unifed
States press forward again:

1. Will those still inside the Communist movement
who want a real break with Stalinism move towardg
democratic socialism? That is, will they affirm their
adherence to democracy, not only for the United States,
hut for all the nations now under Communist control.

- Can democratic socialists present an active, posi-
11»9 militant anti-Stalinist and anti-capitalist program
capable of attracting those who haye already hroken
with Stalinism; those who are breaking from it toda
under our very eyes; and those yvho will 1nev1tahly 40
s¢ tomorrow?

immittee of the CP,
g ostensibly written
E Ll
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cation would proceed fairly smoothly—

though very slowly—and that a situation

gsimilar to the one in Louisville, Ken-
tucky last vear would prevail. At this
point, Governor Arval Faubus, a reputed
Southern liberal, entered the picture,

On August 29. the State Chancellor

granted an injunction, asked by a white -

woman, te prevent the school board from
proceeding with: the planned admission
of Negroes to the high school on Sep-
fember 3. The principle witness at the
Chaneecllor's hearing was Governor Fous
bus whe argued for the injunction on the
grounds that ottempted integration would
lead o meob vioclence and bloodshed. On
the following dey, Federal District Judge
Ronald N. Davies overruled the injunction
ond enjoined all persons from interfering
with the plan for integration. In-response
fo this ruling, the LitHe Rock Board of
Educcfion onnounced the next day that
the high school would be open to all qual-
ified students on September 3 regardless
of race.

The day before the scheduled opening
of the schools, Faubus anmounced over
television that he had ordered the Na-

. tional Guard to surround the school so
as to prevent disorder. Disorder was to
be warded off by the Guardsmen keep-
ing the Negroes out of school. and not
by giving them protection against any
possible segregationist mobs that might
Hhave gathered to prevent integration, it
goes without saying. The following day
the school was ringed by some 270
armed Guardsmen, who have been pre-
venting the Negro students from enter-
ing the school until this hour.

NO EVIDENCE

Neither Faubus nor anyone else has
produced the slightest seintilla of evi-
dence to back up the ¢laim of threat-
ening violence. Faubus has talked about
armed caravans descending upon the
city, rioting mobs and the like of that,
but all this is elearly the most transpar-
ent fahrication. The ‘mayor of Little
Rock, as well as other city officials have
denied that violence impended and so

" hdve the community’s newspapers. The
Jim Crow crowds that have gathered
before the school clearly did se in re-
sponse to Faubus’ efforts to prevent in-
‘tegration, rather than being the cause
iof these efforts,

What Faubus' motivation has been can-
not be discerned. He has been charged
with acting in ceollusion with various po-
litical leaders from the deep South to
crecte o sitwation that would strengthen
them in their compaign to keep desegre-
gation from occurring at all in such states
as Alabama and George. Whether this is
actually the cose, or whether Faubus on
his own initiative decided to become the
hero of the rocists, the fact is that his
octions have strengthened the most re-
octionary Southern forces everywhere;
they have emboldened all these who in-
tend o meet change in the Jim Crow pot-
tern with fierce, all-out resistence. The
events in Arkansas indoubtedly played an
important rele in inflaming the Jim Crow
hoodlums in MNashville, Including those
whe carried their resistance to integra-
tion se far as to dynamite and destroy a
school in thot city.

EISENHOWER CALM

President Eisenhower’s reaction to
Fanbus’ defiance of the law has been to
maintain & calm, passionless stance,
complete with “understanding” of the
“eamplexities” of the situation. The Jus-
tice Department and the FBI have con-
ducted a leisurely study of the situation
while the President confined himself to
platitudinous statements about upholding
the Constitution. At the request of Fed-
eral Judge Davies, the Justice Depart-
ment has finally ordered Faubus' appear-
ance in Court on September 20 for a
hearing on the plea by the federal gov-
ernment that the Court order Faubus
to cease interfering with - integration.
The litization involved can conceivably
drag on for months and months.

Meanwhile, a meeting between Fanbus
and Eisenhower was arranged. When
the press reported that the Arkansas.
governor was going to capitulate to the
federal government at this meeting, Eis-.

enhower let it be known that he was
extremely angry over such speculation.
The meeting itself produced statements
by hoth Eisenhower and Faubus filled
with doubletalk on both sides. The. presi-
dent stated that Faubus had informed
him that he intended to respect the de-
eisions of the Court, and added that the
governor had displaved a “constructive
and eooperative” attitude. Faubus stated
that he intended to obey the law, but
that at the same time he had to prevents
violence and that the President had reec-
ognized this,

Would the troops be withdrawn and
the Negro students permitied to enter
the school? Neither stotement answered
this question, but the events of the fol-
towing Monday did. The troops remained
and the Negroes were no mearer entering
Central High Scheel than they were be-
fore the meeting. Rumors have it that
Foubus will remove the troops before the
court hearing scheduled for the 20th but
whether or not this is so remains to be
seen. Also, and most important, will the
removal of the troops result in integra-
tion of the school this semester or will it
be accompanied by a ‘deal which puts in-
tegration off for another year? At this
point nobody knows the answer to this
one either.

Eisenhower refrained from doing any
of the things he might have done to
force Faubus to back down, including
the simple gesture of publicly condemn-
ing the Arkansas governor’s action ex-
plicitly by name and calling upon him
to at once enforce the integration order-
ed by the court and planned by the school
board. The President could have gone to

Little Rock in person and made a speech
there calling for an end to Faubus'
rebellion, or perhaps even personally led
the Negro children into the school. He
could have placed the Arkansas Nation-
al Guard under federal direction and
ordered them to admit the Negro stu-
dents.

HELPED REACTION

It is not a question of deciding which
of these steps he should have taken first,
or whether he should have utilized these
avenues or others in combination to se-
cure compliance with the Supreme Court
decision, What is involved is that he
could have created a forceful atmos-
phere of insistence upon integration in
response to the Little Rock situation, but
instead produced an aura of inaction
and indecigion. In so doing he helped the
most reactionary forces in the South,
Their influence over the numerouz “neu-
tral” white elements who regardless of
their own opposition to ‘integration are
willing to comply with the law was
measurably strengthened.

If the responsibility for the current vie-
tory for racism in Arkansas rests with
Eisenhower, and hence with the Republican
Party, it is only by virtue of the fact that
the Democrats are out of power. The re-
reaction of leading liberal Democrats to
Faubus’' action showed that their concern
waos mainly with retaining the unity of
the Democratic Party. During the first two
weeks after the initial events such lead-
ing Democratic Party personalities as
Herry Trumon and Adlai Stevenson could
dnly get themselves fo utter a few weasle-
worded remarks about the actions of their
Democratic colleague. Finally, on Septem-

-

ber 15, the puorty's Advisory Council Is-
sued o statement charging President
Eisenhower with having “failed in his
duty'' "to exercise leadership in the LitHe
Rock events. )

The Demoeratie statement also tock a
gingerly slap at Faubus' wrist and as-
serted that his action “does not repre-
genl the position or policy of the Demo-
cratic party.” This statement represents
the least that could have been zaid
about Faubus' action, given the respon-
sibility that rests upon the shoulders
of the Democratic leaders in view of the
fact that they and Faubus are united
in the same palitical party.

IMPORTANT LESSON

The integration struggle in Arkansas
points up an important lesson. Namely,
that the difference between victory and
defeat for the Negro pecple may often
depend upon whether public authority
is foreefully utilized for integration, or
against it. In Tennessee, integration is
proceeding because the state and local
authorities acted in favor of carrying
out the law despite the actions of ra-
cist extremists like Kasper. There;, the
police acted to break up the mobs which
aimed to prevent desegregation. Im Ar-
kansas, despite a climate favorahle to
achieving the first steps of integration
planned by the Little Rock school board,
Faubus used the public anthority to halt
the integration program. Had the fed-
eral government used its authority te
countervail the state government, inte-
gration would have by now quite likely
been achieved. Because it did not the
courageous Negro yvoungsters of Little
Rock have yet to enter school.

- -

Syria: Another Guatemala?— —
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nruch more rapid than in any other Arab
country. This is all the more creditable
beeause Syria does not have any oil
fields and her only share of oil royalties,
which comes ds pipeline fees, is only
about & million dollars annually.

The balance of frade which has been
for years against Syria has been convert-
ed into a fovoroble bolonce during the
last two years. A person who works close-
ly with the Zionist groups in New York
and who has just returned from a trip
to the Middle East hos stated that the
Isroelis could learn from the Syrians in
the field of swamp reclamation! Dgreen
W‘urrinnr. in her new study of the land
and economic development in the Middle
East, finds herself amaoxzed at the develop-
mental drive of the Syrians, the rise in
their real wages and the rapid growth in
the country's national income.

To the State Department such condi-
tions in Syria have caused a profound
shock, specially because the Syrians
have been able to build a modern army
and a semi-modern economy without any
financial assistance from Uncle Sam.

SMEAR CAMPAIGN

A smear campaign against Syria has
thus been the Eisenhower administra-
tion’s most typical weapon. The Ba'ath
has been accused of being pro-Russian
in its outlook, which is hardly true. It
is conveniently forgotten that the So-
cialist foreign minister of Syria, Salah
el-Bitar, while attacking the Eisenhower
Dactrine, had declared that if the Soviet

Union had offered Syria its version of
_the Eisenhower Doctrine, Syria would
have rejected it equally. The Ba'ath for
vears has been in the forefront in Asia
for advoeating a third eamp in inter-
national affairs, and though it has ap-
proved buying arms from the Soviet
bloe, it still remains deeply committed
to the policy of non-alignment.

in the loast few weeks attempts have
also been made to drive o wedge between
Syriea and Eqypt by ploying upon the
anti-communist sentiment of Colonel Mos-
ser. Nosser who for some years now has
been accused of being out on a limb with
the Russions was all of ¢ sudden praised
by the American press for maintaining an
intelligent distonce from the Soviet Union.
But this strategy did not work. Syrian
and Egyptian governments have recffirmed
their alliance.

American “interference in the Syrian
affairs is hardly likely to cease after this
first round. If the Syrian povernment
does not topple, the American position
in Jordan, which is totally insecure, will
not be maintainable in spite of the loy-
alty of the crack tribal troops. The Eisen-
hower administration iz therefore likely
to continue to encourage a policy of
pressure on Syria  whereby = Jordan,
Turkey and Irag will maintain their
troops on the Syrian frontier to keep
alive and promote border tensions, while
at the zame time the anti-democratic
forces will be encouraged to subvert the
Syrian regime. Visitors from Lebanon
have confirmed the Syrian charge that

’
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the outlawed fascist Syrian National So-
cialist Party (which has a formidable
record of political assassinations both in
Lebanon and Syria) is training para-
military bunds on the Lehanese side of
the Syrian frontier with the clandestine
support of “foreign” groups. What for-
eign groups? The same that supported
Colonel Aramas in the Guatemalan coup
in 19547 ’

HENDERSON APPEARS

Loy W. Henderson's involvement in the
Middle Eastern politics is a bad omen in
itself. Henderson is one of those =acti-
vists in the State Department who should
logically belong to the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. While in [ndia as Ameri-
can ambassador he did all he could to
encourage the rightist anti-Nehru fac-
tions. In Tran he never concealed his
hostility towards the nationalization of
the Tranian Oil Company. It was his re-
port that hastened the delivery of arms
to Syria’s neighbors in a totally unwar-
ranted situation,

Syria thus shows oll the signs of om-
other "Guatemalan liberotion.” But on
attempt to replace the present neutralist
regime with o threroughly pro-Western
one would fake place this time in the
Middle East, remote focal point of inter-
imperialist rivalries, not in Central Ameri-
ca. While the Guatemalan overturn could
be accomplished with complete safely
from any kind of Russion intervention, the
same cdihot be soid for the Middle East.

And pressures against the tough; all-
out policy adopted by the State Depart-
ment have already built up in the Middle
East itself. Governments noted for their
friendliness to and dependence on the
United States appear to have warned
Dulles that a brutal intervention into
the domestic affairs of Syria could have-
the most serious consequences, and would
receive no backing in that area.

For the moment, at least, the State
Department appears to have drawn back.
If this is not simply an attempt to divert
public attention from the area while a
coup is prepared, it may give time for
the democratic forces in Syria to gather
additional strength, and-for the mobili-
zation of public opinion in this country-
against any attempt te repeat-in Syria
the disaster of Guatemals under condi-

tions far-more.dangerous to world pesce,
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