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The French Crisis

The French cabinet of Bourges-Mau-
noury has fallen over the Algerian issue.
The “framework law” on Algeria, dis-
cussed elsewhere in this issue of LaBoR
ActioN by Ahmed Bekhat proved un-
acceptable to the French colonialists and
their supporters in France, and to the
Algerian nationalists. Thus France once
again faces the erisis from which there
is no issue short of freedom for Alzeria.
" Reports from France indicate the utter
paralysis which grips the French nation
and French polities. The Socialist Party,
confused and compromised as a result of
the imperialist policies of the Guy Mollet

_government and leadership remains an
indispensable _element -for .any _stable
cabinet’ in France. But the SFIO, jnst
because its opportumistic actions are so
clearly in.contradiction to socialist prin-
ciples, cannot gain additional popular
support and break out of the vicious cir-
cle in which it, as well as France, are
caught. .

In the meantime, the Communist Party
on the one side, and De Gaulle and worse,
on the other, stand poised-to “‘solve” the
French crisis in their own way—a way
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President Fisenhower Reluctantly Forced to Strike

A BLOW FOR DEMOCRACY

By GORDON HASKELL

We are witnessing what may well be one of the great turning-points
in American history. Pressed to the wall by the patient but indomitable
and relentless determination of the Negroes of the South to win full civil
rights for themselves, a reluctant president has been forced to use federal
troops to put down open and blatant defiance of court orders for the
beginning of school desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas.

The paratroopers in Little Rock
will not put an end to the resistance
of the Southern racists to the
school-integration order of the Su-
preme Court, Their presence may
not even succeed,, in the short run,
in guaranteeing the right of nine
Negro children to continue to at-
tend Central High School in Little

Rock. But their presence is furtherr

proof, to- the Negroes struggling
for their rights as well as to the
segregationist leaders trying to
hold back the tides of history, that
there is only one final issue to this
struggle: victory for civil rights,
for demoeraey and equality.

Perhaps no single feature in the
historie drama which has unfolded

around Little Rock underlines the
inevitability of this victory more
clearly than the hesitation and
reluctance with which President
Eisenhower met the issue. From
beginning until all but the end he
appeared willing to permit open

-defiance of, if not rebellion against

the government ‘of which he is
head. Atid’even when he addressed
the nation to explain his deploy-
ment of troops in Little Rock, he
made it perfectly clear that what
motivated him was not the desire to
enforce desegregation of the
schools, but the necessity to uphold
the prestige and authority of the
courts in the face of open defiance.

The "Framework Bill' Which Led to French Cabinet Crisis

Proposed Law a Shallow Fraud

F

In French political practice, some im-
portant public problems are dealt with
.on the legislative level by “framework
laws,” which indicate fthe policy to be
followed in each particuler case and
provide an outline of the institutions
that are to implement this policy. If the
“jramewaork law” is adopted by Parlia-
ment, it iz then spelled out i greater
detail By “application laws.” The most re-
cent of the framework laws iz a bill on
Algeria whick the government of Bour-
ges-Maunoury has introduced on the eve
of the UN debate on the Algerian ques-
tions. It has alveady béem rejected by
both Algerian nationalist evganizations
(MNA and FLN) who awill not sceept
any status that is imposed on the coun-
b

e
try without consultation of the people or
of the nationalist parties. It has also
met oppogition in France, from the right-
wing parties who orve opposed to the
merest shadow of autonomy, and from
the liberals and the CP, who argue that
the law falls so far short of the nation-
alist demands, that it_could not even
cover an orderly political retreat.

In the following article Ahmed Bek-
hat, Secretary General of the French
Federvation of the U.S.T.A. (Algerian
Weorkers Union), analyzes the law and
ewplaing ite present significance. The
article first appeared in the September
izgre of La Voix du Travailleur Algérien,
monthly of the U.S.T.\A—A.G.
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By AHMED BEKHAT

In an interview to the New York
Times, R.'Lacoste has “unofficial-
1v" revealed the plan which he ex-
pects to miraculously stop the war
in Algeria. '

Its preamble stipulates that Al-
geria is an integral part of France,
since “such is the will of all Euro-
peans living in Algeria, and also
of the great majority of the Mos-

lem population.” Algeria would be
divided in six semi-autonomous
territories enjoving a large degree of
auntonomy. The territories are composed
of departments which in tutn are made
up of municipalities. At each stage, as-
semhblies will be elected by Moslems and
Europeans on a comnion electoral voll.
However, the electoral_law would pre-
vent an outnumbering of the Eurepean
minority by a “just representation”
clause. Each territory would be ruled by
an Executive Council responsibie to the

Territorial Assembly. In Algiers, there
would be a Federal Assembly, elected by
the Territorial Assemblies (comparable
to ‘the U.S. Senate) and a Federal Exec-
utive, presided over by a representative
of the French government who would
have the right to veto the decisions of
the Assemblies and territorial authori-
ties. An Arbitral Chamber (analogous
to the U.S. Supreme Court), residing in
Paris, would arbitrate without appeal
the differences arising betwéen the va-
rious ethnic and religious groups.

The correspondent of the- New York
Times attempted to help Lacoste by writ-
ing that "“The Minister of Algeria favors
a change in the French Constitution to
moke o federal structure possible, of the
type that governs the British Common-
wealth. He considers thot within such
a framework Algeria could take its place
as an independent nation.” Locoste, how-
ever, insisted that there could be no
question of on autonomous Algeria fed-
erated to the French Republic, but only
of a federal structure within the country.
These clarifications will only increase the
suspicion of the Americen government.

What is the future of the “framework
law"? It is not necessary fo be a prophet
to prediet that it will not even he taken
into consideration by the Algerian na-
tionalist parties. But, even within the

{Continued on page 7)

Nevertheless, this reluctant man,
whose sympathy appears to be
more with the racists than with
their victims, whe has publicly pro-
claimed repeatedly that he would
never use froops to defend the
civil rights of Negroes in the South,
has been forced by the pressure of
events to do what no president has
done before him. What could more
eloquently testify to the enormous
pressure the Negro struggle for
equality is putting on the wheole
structure of American politics.

On the surface it appears that
federal troops had to be called out
to prevent an organized mob, in-
cited and backed by the governor

-of Arkansas, from flouting a court or-

der. And it is of course guite true that
only the openiy defiant action of Gover=
nor Faunbus in calling out the Arkansas
National Guard to prevent the entry of
nine Negrg children into Central Hich
School forced the issue to a head at tHis
particular, timeé and place. But that de-
fiance would have won the day if the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People had decided to
back down and give up the attempt to get
these children into this schoel now. Fan-
bus eould have withdrawn his troops; no
mobs would have gathered; and Eisen-
hower could have continued his golfing
vacation undisturbed.

RELENTLESS PRESSURE

In the past, such has been the fate of
many an attempt of Negroes to take an-
other step toward equality., The brutal
beating of a Negro minister in Birming-
ham who sought to lead a few children
into a' lily-white school—a beating which
promisde to £o unpunished—is proof that
there is a long road ahead before even
open and public defiance of the law will
he put down, specially in the Deep South.
But -the relentless pressure of the Ne-
groes for equality, the mass determina-
tion and heroism which they have shown
time and again in recent years, that is
what makes Faubus' hesistance so fu-
tile, and Eisenhower's reluctant support
of their struggle so significant.

What impact will the act of calling out
troops to defend school integration in
Little Rock have on the political relation
of forces in the country? While it must
he remembered that this is only one fac-
tor, however weighty, in a very compli-+
cated structure, it is important to try to
devine what its effect will be.

With regard to the fate of the Republi-
cans, President Eisenhower's decision, be-
lated though it was, represents o clear vic~
tory for the forces which are willing teo
sacrifice the party's prospects in the South -
for the immediote odvaontage of swaying
the Negro vote in key areas in the North.

Az to the Democrats, the split in the
party is now wider than it ever has heen
before. For Faubus’ yebellion is as much
a logical fruit of the vacillation, equivo-

® me. (Tora to last page)



LABOR ACTIORN

‘Runk and File, Racketeers, and Union Democracy

And in the MESA Educatfor, published
by the Mechanics Educational Society of
America, AFL-CIO, a union which is so-
ciolistic in its official outlook, we read

By BEN HALL

It would take a rash man to pre-
dict the outcome of the elections at
the teamster convention especially
since it may all be over by the time
this appears in print. But it is pos-
sible to understand some of the
forces at work.

If Hoffa is defeated, it would be
4 spectacular demonstration of the
power of a united labor movement
to affect the course even of its big-
gest and strongest affiliates. The
expose of racketeering at the Senate
hearings did Beck and Hoffa no good;
but from all indications they could have
survived. But when the top labor officials
of the AFL-CIO moved against them, it
was a different story. If Hoffa can be
defeated, the program that will ruin
him will be the eall to keep the Teamsters
in the federation. Labor unity will have

_proved decisive. In less than a year, Beck
has been smashed and Hoffa’s fate is un-
certain,

WHERE ARE RANKS?

But if he should win, we expect to hear
the wvociferous guestion: where is the
rank and file? As though the average
finiori member has sonme magical way of
cutting through all the obstacles and
dangers that our highly placed citizens
have been unable or unwilling to sur-
mount all .these years. Al Hartnung,
president of the International Wood-
workers of America, was vehement at his
tinion’s convention last month. “I say
to those rank and file members in the
unions where corruption exists,” he told
the 300 delegates, “Where are your guts?
What are you afraid of? Why don’t you
‘attend ypur meetings and kick them
out?”

No doubt everyone should have guts.
But it is worth recalling that none of the
{obor leoders who- are now demanding
Hoffa's scalp and whé read Beck out of
the labor movement so recently were im-
pelled #o criticize them by nome a year
&go. Was it lack of “guts”? ‘Or did Hw,-
think it was clever diplomacy? Whatever
¥ was, it hardly justifies a haughty de-
mand upon the rank ond filer who feels
fhat his job and perhaps his life are at
stake.

For one thing, it i3 not so easy for
the rank and file to know the truth. The
biggest and - most honest labor officials
were silent for years, guidgd by that
peclﬂiﬂl etiquette which rules out eriti-
c¢igm of one ofﬁr::ui by another. None of
them ever told the ranks of the teamsters
what was going on. And the orvdinary
union member now hears charges of dis-
graceful conduct azainst his leaders who
.vesterday were respected members of
the eommunity of labor leaders; and he
hesrs them for the first time from a Sen-
ate Committee whose most prominent
members he suspects as enemies of la-
bor. He distrusts those who now expose
‘FHis former leaders. And it is mot only
the Teamster rank and file who is led
.astray. Take, at random, two reactions
from within the labor movement:

THE INNOCENT

Commenting upon Hoffa's acquittal on

charges of trying to bribe a Senate Com—

iittee investigator, Carl Stellato, presi-
:}ent of UAW Ford Local 600 writes in

ord Facts, July 27, “The Jimmy Hoffa

ha! is a prime example of efforts to con-
vn:t outstanding people in the lahor move-
sient through newspaper headlines, false
'n":hnrgea and by paid stool pigeons.” Hard-
1y the full story of the Hoffa trial!
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{August): "A United States Federal Jury
has found Jimmy Hoffa not guilty. The
jury obviously recognized the attempted
frame up for what it wos. . . . If anyone
hos- drawn thé conclusion that we have

" been in Hoffa's corner, they are right. We*

were in Hoffa's corner becouse it was
cbvious to anyone who was net swept
along by the thought of possible personal
gain_through the fanfare of infamous anti-
labor investigations thot Hoffa had been
framed. But more than that. We are in
Hoffa's corner because the Teamster's
Union in general and Jimmy Hoffa in par-
ticular, have stuck their necks out to help
us and every other umion whenever we
have been invelved in a strike,"

If some rank and filers wonder wheth-
er the whole business isn’t just a frame-
up of a good union man, can we ble
amazed?

WHAT SHOULD THEY DO?
But there is no point in going too deep-
ly into that. The fact is that the rank

“and file will have very little to say about

who shall be their next president. By the
way, what shiduld they do about it? Shall
they from organized opposition groups
ingide each local and fight for reform?
Shall they try to upset their leadership
from below? That was how those who
formed the IUE fought CP contro]l in
their union. But who with prestige, who
with ‘authority calls upon the Teamster
vanks to do thdat? Answer: no one.

The Teamster convention will be dom-
inated by the mochine of poid and ap-
pointed officials who sit as delegates or
whoe dominate others who ore delegates.
That is not new in American unions. But
in most unions, fthe men who constitute ;

this paid staff are basically union men.

But in the Teamsters Union. this machine
has apparently been so corroeded and cor-
rupted by assorfed rackets that its loy-
alty to labor has vanished to be replaced
by a simple loyalty to one another.
Now, “let the rank and file rise up!" it
is said. But the machine has been built
and strengthened oveér the vears by a sys-
tematic destruction of the demoeratic
rights of the membership—that has hap-
pened in many other unions too. What is
necessary is an equally systematic res-
toration of -democracy from within the
union and encouraged and defended
from without. And for that, some changes
in the labor movement as a whole would
help. We commend to the reader an &di-
torial in Labor's Daily on Septemiber 11
reprinted from the New York Post.
“The fact [is] that the Teamsters' con-
vention” will be primarily an assemblage
of big and little bureaucrats with deep
investments and involvements of their
own in the corrupt past. How can the
system be beaten? . . . fundamental ;
is the issue of how a ‘two-party’ system
can be established within the ranks of
onions. The blunt reality is that in most
unions there is no effective machinery
for the functioning of an opposition.
Nearly all labor newspapers are mono-
lithic house-organs for inecumbent offi-

cers; even-in the most enlighfened unions -

opposition often tends to be recarded as
a dangerous way of life. It is hard to see
héw government regulation could alter
this condition. But it is equally hard to
see how union abmses can be curhed as
lomg as union democracy remains @ sham
in most places."”

Afmen!

WHAT'S GOING ON?

For the only thorough account of the
crisis in the Ameriean Communist
movement, read the new booklet by

H. W. BENSON
The Communist Party
At the Crossroads

25 cents, . Order from:
New International Pob. Co.

114 West 14 Sireet, N.Y.C.
{16¢ each in bundles-of 10 or more.)

Hoffa Moves Fast To Keep

Protection of Union Card

. Detroit, Mich.
By JACK WILSON

Racing against time and events
to keep for himself the vdluable
protection of a union card and a
position in the labor movement,
Jimmy Hoffa was all set to take
over the Teamsters presidency this
week. There is little hope that he
could remain within the cover of
the union movement if the Team-
sters convention election of presi-
dent were postponed for three
months, since the MeClellan labor rack-
ets committee has some blockbusters to
throw Hoffa's way.

The McClellan committee last week did
o good job of bringing out some of the
Hoffa story in Michigan. And as we sug-
gested in our last article, his reputation
became more tarnished with the revela-
#ions.

But the main point of the revelations
about Hoffa's operations were somehow
missed in the additional 34 point indict-
ment the Senate committee issued against
Hoffa this week.

GANGSTERISM

It is that Hoffa—like the Purple gang
that terrorized Detroit in the 193(0’s—
reached and maintains power over the
Teamsters Union here not because of
“work" for the union, bat because of the
sheer physical veign of térror which he
has successfully emploved—and which is
only possible because as Hoffa has often
bragezed, “I've got the right connections
in high places."

That is one aspect of the Hoffa story
which the Senate commiftee seems fo
_hove little interest in. How was Hoffa able
to get people as powerful ‘as John Bugus,
vice president in charge of Industrial re-
lations for the Ford Company, to be listed
as top guests at the testimenial dinner for
Hoffa two years ago?

How was he able to get a congressional
investigation called off just when it hit
pay dirt in 19537

The committee brought out most of
the facts on the Pontiac local, The rank
and file vevolted. Their leaders got work-
ed over, elections were postponed, and
finally when the scandal became so great,
and four racketeers running the loeal
were arrested and convicted of extortion,
it looked like a clean-up from within
might be possible. But Hoffa put the
same boys back on the job. He paid their
families the salaries and expenses while
the racketeers were in jail. Tt wae all n
keeping with the code of the underworld.
“Yon gotta take care of the hoys when
they are in a jam,”

The stories around Detroit of the opera-
tiens of this gang are many. Is it true that
the AFL state secretary-treasurer has been
forced to hide "hot boys" under Hoffa's
orders? Is it true that two of Hoffa's beys
chased after his sister-in-low and forced
her back from California aofter she fled
from his kid brother who wos wanted on
armed robbery charges? What aore the
connections between Hoffa and his cronies
apd the racketeers who tried to assassi-
nate Walter Reuther in 19487

As a matter of fact, the whole Hoffa
story is still go incredible that it beggare
deseription.

For a proper appreciation of the vast
stakes invelved in the current Teamsters
convention, it should be remembered that
not only the $34,000,000 Teamsters union
treasury is involved, but a vast nation-
wide network of racketeer operators have
a vital interest in Hoffa ‘“‘beating the
rap.” For a new and successful technigue
has been worked out by Hoffa for making
fast bucks. And thus far it's all legal,

Most of the parasitic seum parading as
unionists under Hoffa's protection don’t
merely he]ong out of the union movement,
they belong in jail. Tt is a terrible dis-
grace to the labor movement ﬂmt they,
and ‘their similars in other umions, have
been tolerated, protected and made “re-
spectable” by the union leadership fnr 20
long. Though their ouster from the labor
movement doesn't begin to be a cure-all
for its problems and ills, it is an elemen-
tary and essential measure of organiza-
tional sanitation.

CROSSCURREINTS

Where Joe Clark Stands

" Joe Clark, former foreign editor of the

Daily Worker, spoke before a surprising-
ly small audience of about 150 at" a
meeting sponsored by the Socialist Unity
Forum on Sept. 27 in New York City.

The talk called “Where I stand" was
both a vepetition and extension of 'his
letter of resignation from the CP. What
was interesting was more of the mood of
his break with Stalinism rather than the
theoretical analysis of the history and
future of the radical movement in the
U.s.

Clark made it abundantly clear that he
is for democratic socialism and that so-
cialism must be democratic. And in re-
counting the crimes of Stalinism — the

.murders and concentration eamps — he

sail that these are not “small errors
which have to be rectified.”

But on the guestion of whether Russio
is still socialist, Clark is unable to com-
plete the development toward o consist-
ent democratic socialist position. He sthl
beliéves that Russio is a form of socialism:
“state socialism." But he mokes it perfect-
ly clear that this is ndt the type of social-
ism he believes in or wants.

Yugoslavia and China are referred to
as the first socialist revolutions since the
Russian Revolation. Left out is the Stal-
inist transformation in virtually all of
East Europe. It was unstated whether
China and Yugoslavia represent the type
of *socialism” he is for, or a form of
“despotic socialism,” which he i3 against.

At this point Clark has a Deutcherite
position toward the winning of  demo-
cratie rights for the people in the Stalin-

15t Empire. Any socialist, according to

Clark, who looks toward a complete Tevo-
lutionary transformation in Russia, Hun-
gary or Poldnd is harming socialism. Th-

stead he looks upon the bureaucrats as
the dynamic force reforming Stalinism.
The people, of course, will be applying
pressure from below, but in Clark’s
schema they will have a subsidiary rolé.

It was cledi that Clark was attempi-
ing to rethink many problems which face
the socialist and radical movement. He
gave open praise to much of Trotsky's
analysis of the degeneration of the Rus-
sian Revolution and Resa Luxemburgs
little pamphlet, “The Russian Revolu-
tiﬂnn"

Pervading Clark's remarks was the ré-
peatedly stated need o rethink, re-evalu-
ate and revise Morxist thought on oll sub-
jects. 14 is port of breaking with all the
dogmatism @ond hostility to rethinking
problems which charocterizes the Stolinist
movement,

On the grounds of the sucmllst move-
ment in the U. 8., Clark was on shakier
grounds. The sma]! parties are-an obsta-
cle to socialism, he stated, but he had
little to say about what socialists should
do except rethink and revise.

®
Los Angeles Communists
Suspends Five Members

_ Five suspended members of the Com-
munist Party in Los Angeles have issued
an “Open Letter to Members of the Com-
munist Party"” in an attempt to appeal
what they claim has been arbitrary and
unconstitutional treatment by the party
leadership.

The five wmembers claim that the
“erime” for which they were pilloried
and finally suspended from the CP was
to.set up a discussion group which “in-

(Turn to last page)
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The New Crack-Down on the Arts in Russia

KISS THE ‘THA

By LARRY O'CONNOR

Which way are things going in Russia in thé wake of the last purge
in the Kremlin? Are the hopes of these who look for a “natural” demo-
cratization of the country from the top down being buttressed by develop-
ments, or is the trend toward a “hard” period apparent?

One of the barometers of political trends in a country where the,

totalitarian grip of the rulers has been loosened for a while is the state

of culture and the arts. This is an
area several steps removed from
the political and economic arenas
where class fensions and clique
struggles take most direct and
naked forms. Since what happens
in the cultural field happens in the pub-
lic view (except when manuscripts are
killed hy the publishers), it is here that
events cast their shadow before on the
rizse of upheaval, and where the last rip-
ples of a struggle which is over tend to
linger.

In Hungary and Poland the ferment in
_ttudent, literary and intellectual circles
generally was the yeast which raised the
dough of revolution. And even in Russia,
where the masses have not yet broken
through the bureaucratic erust, the excite-
ment, and open spirit of rebellion have
shown themselves in the universities and
even in the writers’ clubs where some of
the richest men in Russiao foregather.

Dudinstev's Not By Bread Alone has
become world famous. A whole series of
novels, plays, poems and articles have
appeared veflecting the same critical
gpirit. But after the shock of the revela-
tions about Stalin, after the few months
of real ideological disarray in which it
seemed that a miracle of liberation had
been wrought at least for the arts in
Russia, the crack-down came.

MAN OF LETTERS

None other than Nikita Khrushchev,
that renowned man of letters, led the as-
sault. Thus, there could be no confusion
about the source of the new “directives,”
or what they mean. In a series of
speeches delivered over the past few
months, Khrushechevy has made it clear
that the artists and writers might as well
kiss: the “thaw" poodbye, forsthe long
Russian winter is at hand.

Here is a typical excerpt, from which
the drift of the whole can be deduced:

“The entire history of the development
of Soviet sociefy most convincingly proves
that guidance by the party and the state,
their ottention to artistic creation and
concern for the writers, artists, sculptors,
tomposers, have insured outstanding suwc-
cesses of literature and art, the flowering
of the sociolist culture of all the peoples
-of the USSR, The party's decisions on.ideo-
logical questions defined the major tastes
and basic principles of the party’s policy
in the sphere of art and literature, and
they retain their-force-at the present time.
One of the -major principles is thot Soviet
literature and art must be inseverably
linked with the policy of the Communist
party, which constitutes the vital founda-
tioh of the Soviet system.”

The New York Times Magazine,
Septermber 29, 1957

This question is so clear that none
others need be added, although the ar-
ticle from which it comes runs for sev-
eral pages of direct quotation. Russian
literature must reflect the latest wrinkle
in the policy of the ruling clique in the
party, and let no one be carrvied away
bt any “unprineipled” and “liberal” idea

s
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New Infernational

A New Stage in The
Russian Crisis, By Max
Shachtman - What
IsOrthodox Marzism? By
G. Lukacs * Unions,
Racketeers and Senator 5,
By H. W. Benson * An
Amalgam of Marx and
Keynes, By T. N. Vance.

50 cents
114 W, Yath Sireet, New York 11, N.Y.
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that the role and nature of the arts are
somewhat broader,

Tt is one thing to decide to put the
handeuffs back on in the literary field,
and another to do the job. Since the top
cligue is still tréading warily, and seeks
to keep the bureaucracy and even the
people on its side, the mass blood and
concentration camp purge is held in abey-
ance. But the trouble is that no matter
how clearly the leadership may spealk,
without. such a purge a daring soul here
and there is still willing to take a chance
and:speak out clearly; or with veiled but
unmistakable meaning, and woice the
déepest-vearning of the mass of the peo-
ple for dignity and freedom:

The futest of ‘theése bold spirite ¥o coime
1o 1 Inkermwational- atténtion is (and #his
alone - proves’ that wonders will nmever
céase, anid thof hope should sprihg eteérndl
from &nd for humanity), believe it or nof,
llya ‘Ehrenburg.

We do not want to waste space to de-
seribe and classify Ehfenburg in detdil.
Suffice it to say that if ever the terms
“litérdry hatchetittan” and ‘BloodHound
of the bureautracy” applied to dnyoné,
he was the mian. Yet, he has now been
attacked in L':feruturna:yu Gazeta, official
literary magarine of the regime, forf an
article he published on the 19th-century

French writer Stendhal in the Moscow

monthly Inestrannaya Literatuva (For-
eign Literature).

ESSENCE OF TYRANNY

In the context of a campaign by the
bureaucracy to lay on Stalin’s shoulders’
all blame for the “defects” of the regime,
Ehrenburg quotes Stendhal as follows:

“"What counts is not the personality of

G

ODBYE

the tyrant. but the essence of. tyranny. A
tyrant moy be mhlllqmﬂ or stupid, good
or evil—whatever the case, he is beth ali-
powerful and powerless, he is frightened
by conspiracies, he is flattered, he is de-
ceived, the prisons fill, the cowordly hypo-
crites whisper, and the silence becomes
o comphh that the heart almost stdps.”

And-not to place the blame for all
heresy on Stendhal alone, Ehrenburg
writes: “He belongs to us, and everyone
is entitled to zee in him his teacher , .,
Stendhal’s experience refutes not only
the sayings of the distant past; it also
dispels many illusions of the present day
which are at times passed off as incontro-
vertible truths.”

And he quotes from Stendhal further:

“The novel is a mirrer on @ broad road.
At times it reflects the blue sky. af other
times the mud, the puddles, the bumps, and
you accuse the man who_holds the mirror
of lacking taste. The mirror reflects mud,
and you blame the mirror. You .would de
better to blame the road with Its bumps
on the highway department.” ) -

To this Ehrenbirg ddds tiis own eori-
ment: “No matter how precise the social
andlysis of the development of sociéty,
no matter how much individuality is sub-
ordiriatéd ‘to social processes, the world
of the novel is different from philosophi-
cal generalizations,. state plans, statisti-
cal data.”

MUEH MORE"

There is much more in‘the way of an
open or indirect attack on the regime, its
politics, and its artistic “theories.” (For
those who are interested, see The New
Leader for Septémber 16, 1957.)-And this
is not some podr, young, hungry, wild-

. eyed writer, but Ehrenhurg, a man made

rich and famous by the regime! It is
likely that it was precisely his exalted
position which made it difficult for the
editors to turn down his article.

If Ehvenburg writes like that, consider
what the other writers, and the masses
must think! That is why Khrushchev’s
literary directives must get clearer and
harsher as times goes hy.

"l was Too Cowardly
To Remain Dishonest”

I have before me as [ write the e
planation that was given to friends of
mine-who visited Julius Hay, the old
communist . dramatist, in Budapest. Te
tell.the truth, I remember Hay from the
time of our common exile in Zurich 'as a
rather hard man and a particuiarly nar-
row-minded Stalinist.

“Several factors contributed to ¥
evolution,” said Hay. “The first of these,
I. admit, was a simple matter of taste.
Like all our writers and artists, [ suf-
fered from Stalinist bad taste in matters
having to do with culture and aestheties,

Another factor was the experience of
the permament injustice in our society,
Also, I was struck by the obvious bank-
ruptcy of an' economic system which,
decording ‘td¢ our affirmations, ought to
have proved its superiority.

To all others, and which in actual fact,
has ruined the country, the fourth and
perhaps decisive factor was the behavior
of the younger generation. For though
it's trme that writers have been in- the
vanguard—which is in keeping with ah
old Hungdrian tradition on which we
pride ourgelves—I admit readily that, ih

nly own pergonal cade,*it wis not.I who

roused the spirit of freedom in:the young-
ér génerativn, but that, quite the coh-
trary, it was the younger genération that
drove me forward. For wears I gave
courses antd addressed students and
young workers at meeting? and in clubss
1 was constantly aware that what I sand
had-no power to-convince them. that my
explanations seemed to these young peo-
ple to be mere eyewash, I began to spea

tnore freely about bureaucratic excesses
in our-

and deviations from socialism
country. The more leeway 1 gave to my
eritical spirit, the more 1 felt mysélf car-
ried along by an irresistible generatiun-

Our - young pee-Ple are thirsting for
freedom, and we writers have understood
this, It is perhaps our poet Zelk who has
best expressed what.I mean: “I was too
cowardly to remain dishonest.”

—From “Hungaty—a Call for Self-
examination” by Ignazio Silone in IUSY
Survey.
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French Framework Law ——

{Continued from poge 1}
French pelitical parties the framework
law does not seem to stir up much en-
thusiasm: it takes into account neither
the real situation in Algeria, nor the
resolution of the Assembly of the TU.N.

The preamble itself, which only re-
states the terms of a letter addressed to
President of the Council Bourgés-Maun-
oury by the colonialist associations (Fed-
eration of Algerian Mayors, Veteran's
Committee, Universities Movement, Al-
gerian Student’s Union and the French
Rally of Algeria), makes further con-
sideration of the law unnecessary: no-
body can claim in good faith to stop the
Alperian war on the basis. that “Algeria
is France"

BID FOR U.S. OPINION

Let us go further. To justify the law
“historically,” Lacoste has discovered
that Algeria never had .any internal
unity, but was composed of “autonomous
regions.” In fact, Algeria already had a
geographical, linguistic, economic and
political unity before the conquest. None-
theless, the insistence with which La-
coste mechaniecally applies the American
constitution to Algeria (autonemous ter-
ritories, federal assemblies and execu-
tives, supremie court, ete.) is a striking
featuré of his abstract and lifeless
scheme. There is a simple explanation
for this. Lacozté considers his plan
above all as a device to impress Ameri-
can public opinion on the eve of the UN
debate. For this reason the interview
was given to the correspondent of the
New York Times, who had been hither-
to treated with hoshhtv by Lacoite’s
services.

The State Dtpcrhlnnl' has informed the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs that If

ne “democratic ond |ust'' selution could
be found before the UN debate, the Amer-
iean delegation would abstain. This ab-
stention would involve o ll"lii'lsive_ vote
oqgainst Franze. The positlon of the Latin
American countries in particular “would
o longef be doubl, For the French gov-
ernment, the problém i hbw #6 avold
this condemnation, Gnd the methods used
to that effect are the same as last yeat.

French diplomots will visit these coun-.

tries and will defend the French position
—this time on the strength of the bill of
the framéwork law.

A NEW- PROPOSAL?

Mr. Pineau himself, interviwed by
Bourgés-Maunoury as a socialist parlia-
mentarian, clearly expressed his doubts
as to the success of this operation.

Does the framework law- represent' an
innovation over the Algerian statute of
1947, which was imposed on the Algerian
people and never applied? The Federal
Assembly which would veplace the old
Algerian Assembly will have fewer pow-
ers than the latter; ite functions will be
essentially fdnctions of co-ordination,
and the same is true of the Federal Ex-
ecutive which would replace the Govern-
ment Council. The powers of this Execu-
tive are limited by the fact that its de-
cisions are not applicable without the
consent of the appointed representative
of the Republic, who is invested with a
higher sovereignty.

In his commentary to the bill, Lacoste
does not even bother to hide the ma-
neuver:

"It is inconceivable, he writes, to rons-
form Algeria into a federal and sovereigs
State without first solidly. organizing o
superior federal authority, To act other-

-Wwise would amount to giving l.l'gtrlc a

real indépendence in éxchange for hy.

pothetical fediral ties which might ar-
rive too late even i¥ they should be es-
tablished later.”

The hill provies for an “arbitral cuuz_'t”
and for elections on a éommon voll,
seemingly new institutions. What are
the faets?

The “arbitral court"” would pass- deci-
sions on all “discriminatory measures
and abuses interfering with the right of
‘each community to exist and. to freely
develop.” This court, however; will be
composed in such & manner as to give
the “ethnic French” a majority. It would
include an equal number of Algerian
French and Moslem personalities, but
also members of the Council of State
and of the Court of Appeals. And, to
avoid the establishment of a strong power
in Algeria, the court would reside in
Paris.

As to the common electoral roll, the
commentary explains that “Its applica-
tion will be determined by a hody of
special rulings.” What is hidden in theSe
rulings? Judging by past experience, we
shiall witness a return to the old system
where the left hand takes what the right
hand has given.

The whole bill is nothing but an oper-
ation to mislead international publie
opinion; at the same time, it by-passes
any concrete proposals. Its fate will be
the same as that of innumerable plans
elaborated by colonialism to mislead the
Algerian people. If the object is really
to put an end to the blood Ietting which
exhausts both the French and the Al-
gerian peoples, it is imperative to call
together a round-table conference of the
authentic representutives of the Algerian
people, who will examiine with the French
Eﬂvmment the conditions of a cea¥é-

re.
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cation and retreat of the liberal Demo-
erats on the civil rights issue in the name
of “party unity” as it is of the frenzied
fear and hatred of the racists.

While Eisenhower was trying to dodze
the issue during the first three weeks of
September, liberal Democrats were quite
free and easy with charges of “vacilla-
tion,” “indecision” and the like. “If only
Truman had been in the White House,”
the story went, “he would have acted
firmly and deeisively.” In general, North-
ern Democrats tended to concentrate
their fire on Eisenhower for his failure
to “face the issue,” while themselves firm-
ly turning their faces away from the fact
of common membership in the Demo-
eratic Party with Faubus, T

Whotever Truman might have done in
+this situation, is it not a fact that during
twenty years of Democratic rule the ex-
tensive federal police powers were never
.used to enforce or defend the civil rights
of Negroes in the South? And let no one
say that Democratic presidents did mof
have the legal authority te act against
such outrages as lynchings. moss denial of

+he right to vote, and the like. Eisenhower _
hos demonstrated that there are ample’

powers at hand in the constitution and
4he -lows to enforce civil rights, He has
acted, with clear legal outhority. a few
weeks affer Congress, at the insistence of
4he Southern peliticions, expressly threw

out of the civil rights bill authorization to°

£all out troops for its enforcement.

In the whole chain of events which led
up teo the present crisis the' continued
political cohabitation in the Democratic
Party has weakened the support which
4he labor and liberal movements would
have liked to and could have given the
Negroes who are fighting for their rights.
¥n order to maintain their ties with the
“moderate” Southern wing of the party,
the labor-liberal wing has constantly
vielded to their pressure on ecivil rights,
“But the *moderates,” far from being able
to bring‘equal pressure on the racists,

" have tended to serve as a buffer and a
-eloak ‘for the latter's unveconstructed
eampaign to maintain Jim Crow in full
force in the South,

CASE IN POINT

The ‘“federal troops” section of the
eivil rights bill in the last Congress is a
ease in point. The moment Senator Rus-
el and his cohorts spotted this provision
in the bill, they conducted an all-out
spread-eagle campaign against it. It was
of no-avail to point out, as many did, that
the president has the right to eall out
troops to enforce the constitution and
federal laws, whether or not this provi-
sion was in the bill. Though an astute
lawyer like Russell knew this to be true,
it was not to the peint. The racists were
out for a symbolic victory, and they got
it.. The “moderates” howled that this was
not statesmanlike moderation, and liberal
Democrats fell over themselves in assur-
ances that this was not really intended,
that it was a mistake, and the like. The
provision was thrown out of the hill.

§ {Centinued from page 2]
cluded five of us, two members of the
SWP, an ex-member of the Communist
Party who had recently resigned to join
the SWP, one member of the County
Committee of the CP, and one member
of the California State Committee of the
CP.” The group, they eclaim, met for
two maonths to discuss political and theo-
retical questions.

At a session of the Los Angeles Coun-
ty convention of the CP last March the
group was denounced as “a ‘conspiracy’
organized under the discipline of the
Socialist Workers Party by ‘paid agents’
for the purpose of destroying the CP”
by the member of the County Committee
who had attended. Subsequently the
members who failed to “recant” were
denounced before their club by party
leaders, and suspended by majority vote
of the club without, according to the
letter, the accused being afforded any of
the procedural rights spelled out in the
party constitution.

CROSSCURRENTS

But then the racists decided to push
their luck. If the nine Negro children
and their NAACP backers in Little Rock
had been made of the stuff of liberal
Demoecratic Senators, the racists would
have earpied the iday there too.

Now the Northern Democrats, and spe~
cially the labor-liberal wing of the party,
have to face the issue more squarely than
they ever have before. The president's
act, however reluctantly and hesitantly
taken, will give the Republican Party a big
talking point in the crucial cities of the
North. Only a clear and dramatic break
with the Southern wing of the party caon
hope to restore some of the damage. But
such o breok would mean a deep-going re-
alignment of political forces in the coun-
try. The liberal-labor wing of the Demo-
crotic Party hos shown an enormous ca-
pacity to overcome every consideration of
principle and many of practical politics
in the inferest of party unity. But o force
which has been able to move Presideat
Eisenhower off dead center is not to be
taken lightly,

Ag LABOR ACTION goes to press, the
president is meeting with a committee of
four Southern “moderate” governors to
discuss the situation. The governor of
Georgia, originally selected by the South-
ern Governors’ Conference as a member
of this delegation; has announced he
will not attend because Eisenhower has
said that the discussion must deal with
the whole problem of compliance with
the school integration order of the Su-
preme Court, and not only with the pres-
ence ‘of federal troops in Little Rock.

INCONCLUSIVE

The outcome of the conference at the
White House is likely to’be as inconclu-
sive as was the previous ill-fated eon-
ference hetween Eisenhower and Faunbus.
The “moderates” can only speak for
themselves. The withdrawal of Georgia's
governor makes that plain enough. Eisen-
hower cannot finally withdraw the fed-
eral troops until it is clear that neither
Faubus nor his uridercover gangs will
take this ag their signal'to again defy the
court's orders. 1t is likely that the troops
will be in Little .Rock for a long time,
even-if reduced in numbers to a symbolic
sentry or two, or to federalized unmits of
the Arkansas National Guard.

In the meantime, forces are at work,
both In Arkansas and in the rest of the
South against ~ the racist trogledytes.
Prominent among them are powerful busi-
nessmen who recognixe that as long as the
South is kept in turmoil over the civil
rights issue, its aHractiveness to addi-
tional copital investment from the North
is decreosed.

Thus, Faubus has met strong resist-
ance in his plan to call a special session
of the state legislature for the purpose of
privatizing the Central High School in

. Little Rock. The papers reveal that a

committee of twenty-four businessmen
has heen meeting in Little Rock to "“seek
a solution of the ecity’s recent crisis that
will include eommunity acceptance of the
integration of nine Negro pupils at

80 far as we know,” says the letter,
“this iz the first case of its kind since
the passage of the new constitution. It
is a clear test of the genuineness of the
promises made by the national and local
leaderships of the party to give full de-
moeracy to the ranks. The manner in
which our case has been handled shows,
we believe, that, far from reexamining
the former autocratic methods of opera-
tion and changing the tragic mistakes of
the past, they are stubbormly persisting
in them."

Comment: It is clear that the SWP's
chief “contribution' to the regroupment
atmosphere in the radical movement is
to seek to raid every other organization.
The CP’s own record of internal “democ-
racy" is also well known, Organizational
commando raids on the one hand, and
bureaucratic suspensions and expulsions

on the other hardly contribute to an
atmosphere in which a genuine and fruit-
ful confrontation of ideas is possible.

for Democracy——

Central High School.,” Among these men
are such prominent local business figures
us Joshua K. Shepherd, an insurance
man past president of the Little Rock
Chamber of Commerce, and William M.
Shepherd (no relation) a viee president
of the Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany, and former national president of
the Junior Chamber of Commerce,

WANT NORMALCY

It is hardly to be expected that these
men are moved by deep sympathy with
the ficht for eivil rightse But they recog-
nize that mob viclence and troops in full
field kit in city streets do not fit in with
the picture they seeck to paint for North-
ern capitalists with funds to invest in the
South. They oppose Faubus' rebellion,
anid seek some way of restoring normaley
and tranquility to the community.

While the laber movement in much of
the South does not appear to be in a pesi-
tien #o play an independent role in the
situation, the national labor movement can_
and has certalnly done so, While the Little
Rock crisis was ot its height, and Eisen-
hower seemed gripped by irresolution, the
California Stote Federotion of Lobor, in;
convention assembled, passed o motion
calling for impeachment for "a president
whe fails o corry aut his coth of office
to uphold the naotion's Constitution.” Many
union bodies possed reselutions against
Foubus' oction, and for speedy enforce~
ment of fhe law. The labor movement plays
a_considerable unpublici role in back-
ing the organixational and financial efforts
of the NAACP in many key cities of the
Nerth, and so forth. :

But the enormous role the labor move-
ment could play in mobilizing and organ-
izing national sentiment and action for
civil rights is to -a ¢onsiderable extent
hamstrung by its commitment to the
Democratie Party. If one of ‘the long-
range effects of the entry of federal
troops into Little Rock iz to weaken and
even destroy that commitment, the fight
for civil rights as’ welli'ds for every
other aspect of democracy and progress
in America and the world will-have been
given a big push forward.
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Pro-Union Sentiment
Strong Among Teenagers

A recent nation-wide survey of teen-
age opinions of labor and management
reveals that 93 per cent of the boys and
92 per cent of the girla answered “‘yes"”
when asked if labor unions were neces-
sary. -

When asked if they themselves would
join a union if working, 80 per cent of
the boys and 75 per cent of the girls
said they would.

About 55 per cent of the boys and 48
per cent of the girls said they thought
most unions were manageéd honestly, hut
30 per cent of the boys and 39 per cent
of the girls held that most unions were
badly and corruptly managed. About 12
per eent of both boys and girls thought
they were indifferently managed.

Despite the overwhelming majority wke
consider labor unions %o be necessory,
more youngsters think that labor is et
fault in “"friction between labor and man-
aogement” thon manogement. Here 47 per
cent of the boys ond 57 per cent of the
girls blamed labor; 24 per cent of the
boys and 18 per cent of the girls blamed
management, and 27 per cent of the boys
and 24 per cent of the girls blamed both.

According to Eugene Gilbert, presi-
dent of the Gilbert Youth Research Ca,
which made the survey, many of the
voung people questioned stated that they
based their opinions on ecorruption in
the: labor movement on TV showings of
the Senate committee investigation.

A similar survey of youth opinion in
the Lehigh Valley conducted by the
Sunday Call-Chronicle of Allentown, Pa.,
showed similar results. Eighty eight per
cent of the younz people polled by the
Sunday Call-Chronicle felt that labor
unions are a vital part of our economic
scheme, while 52 per cent believe unions
are managed badly or corruptly. Accord-
ing to Marilyn Bullock, who wrote up
the survey for the paper: ;

“The interviewees divided roughly into
two groups; those who had exq'eﬁimce
with unions, either through personal
contact or through members of their
families who belonged to unions, and
those who knew only what they read in
the newspapers, learned in school or saw
on televigion.

“One consistent factor characterized
both groups. They each candidly admit-
ted to kpowing very little about. unions.

“The prevailing attitude is summed
up by one 17-year-old Allentown girl
who asks: ‘People who are older and
more experienced than we are don't un-
derstand or want to understand the
labor-management problem, so Thow
can we?l ™

Based on artieles in the Allentown Pa..

Sunday Call-Chronicle, Sept. 1, 1957,
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SPOTLIGHT

{Continued from page 1)

which means that the end of the refusal
to grant democracy and freedom to Al-
geria will be that France loses her own
freedom,

As the overlord of the eapitalist world,
the United States is inevitably drawn in-
to the crisis of French imperialism.
Although it has sought to play a role of
benevolent “neutrality”™ (in practice, to
let France suppress her colonies where
she can, and yield to their struggle for
freedom where she must), this becomes
inereasingly difficult as France shows no
signs of being able to put an end to the
erisis either through an imperialist vie-
tory, or by recognizing def:;at.

The guestion is not so mueh whether
the U.8. is going to play a role, but
rather what kind of a role is this zov-
ernment going to play. For consistent
democrats, and for socialists, there should
be no doubt about it. Their weight must
be thrown into the scales to press for
American support to the just democratic
aspirations and strugele of the Algerian
people. And even though such a policy
may earn resentment and hatred in
France, in the long run it will be to the
best interests of France as of democracy
in the world in general. :
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Will the Silent Generation” on Campus
Answer White Supremacy in Little Rock?

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

The Civil Rights struggle is the most explosive issue in American

polities.

As this is being written, Federal troops stand guard in Little Rock;
Orval Faubus is continuing his insane policy of provocation and it is
possible that the, school system will be made “private” so as to avoid

. integration; the Republicans, having procrastinated and allowed the

situation to develop, are now tak-
ing a “tough’” line; and the Demo-
erats, mortally compromised by the
Party affiliation of every racist pol-
itician in the South, are attacking
on both a liberal and segregationist
front.

This demands immediate action:

There should be demonstrations of
support to the magnificent Negro stu-
dents of Central High on every college
and hizgh school campus in the nation.

Everybody who has not done so should
immediately join the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored

People, so as to create a gigantie wave
of support for integration throughout
the United States.

The issue should be raised in every
vouth organization in the land, in the
religious soeial action committees, in
the political clubs, on student govern-
ment.

For it is obvious that the studenis of
America have o particular responsibility
in this crucial situation. They should make
clear to the nation that they stand be-
hind the Megroes of Little Rock and of
Nashville and of all the other embattled
cities of the South. They should encourage

the excellent sentiment which has alrady
developed among the white students of
Central High. They should commupicate
with their fellow students in the South,
Negro ond white,

This, we feel, is the single most deci-
sive issue before the students of America
this Fall. If it isn't faced now, it will
return to haunt the campus next Septem-
ber and the September after that. For
the conflict on integration is not going
to be wished away; it is not “moderate,”
as Adlai Stevenson would have it. It has
to be faced openly and without equivo-
cation. And so far, the students of Amer-
iea have not lived up to. their responsi-
bility. Incredible as it may seem, the

tremendous battle in the South has not -

expressed itself foreefully upon the cam-
pus. At many colleges, the NAACP is
an organization which has not yet com-
manded the support of the broad mass of
the student body. In others, campaigns
like the Enroll for Freedom petition of
last year hardly got off the ground.

“PEACE™- CLEAN BOMBS FOR DIRTY WARS|

Last Spring, there were signs of
a growing mass revulsion against
the H and A Bombs.

German scientists spoke out; Al-
bert Schweitzer made his protest;
in the United States, a petition in-
itiated by Linus Pauling picked up
_great support from scientists; the
Vatican made known its doubts
and hesitations.

Among American students, the
most significant result of this con-
sciousness was the campaign at the
University of Washington in Seattle.
During examoination period, a 5tl:ltiEIlt
drive led to a petition which was signed
by a huge number. It appeared that
this development pointed the way to
a concentration of the y_outh reuwf-aken-
Seattle. During examination period, a
ing in Ameriea arvound the issue of han-
ning the bombs and halting the tests. At
the University of Chicago, and on other
campuses, groups got together to work
on projects directed against nuclear holo-
canst.

'FUROR DIED' DOWN

But during the summer, the furor died
down. The world, it appeared, had once
more lapsed back into a mood of stunned
apathy, refusing even to think of the
terrible consequences of the nuclear av-
maments race,

As Fhis i2 written, it is difficult to tell
whether the student protest of last Spring
will continue. One of the mojor focuses
of discussion on the compus as the school
year begins is the Moscow Youth Festival,
and the State Department's policy toward
it. This was apparent in the first editions
of various student newspapers. It showed
o healthy interest in o matter of direct
concern to Amerlcan student youth. Cer.
tainly the Mescow Festival was calculated
to be a mask for Communist despotism,
but the fact did not justify the State De-
partment's reaction to it.. And more than
that, the actual Festivel was net a simple
"show." Russion youth. heard dissenting
.opinions on Hungary loudly expressed.

But what about the Bomb? Are the

American students going fo let the issue
go? In a sense, the H-Bomb is a reality
as difficult to comprehend as the figures
of astronomy. Its potential is so fantas-
tically destructive, the image of a Third

Nuclear War so literally unthinkable
(though pbssible), that many people

can't even face the issue. A child eaught
in a well in New York will attract the
concern of the entire nation; the possi-
bility that millions upon millions of
children may be annihilated is too im-
personal, too’ enormous a fact to deal
with.

IMAGINATIVE LEAD

And yet, that is precisely where Amer-
ican youth must come into the picture.
If the student movement has any spe-
cial place in our society, it is exactly in
the role of taking the imaginative lead,
of discussing problems before they be-
come of general concern to the country
as a whole. (Thus, for example, the
vouth of Po Prostn in Poland, or of the
Petofi Circle in Hungary.) The Ameri-
¢an student has not lived up to this role
in the past five years. And if the Bomb
issue cees by, marked only by a Spring
fever of discussion in 1957, then the tra-
dition of apathy and withdrawal which
has characterized the campus in recent
years will have won a notable victory.

At the National Student Association
Congress this summer, some used another
argument to evade the issue. The NSA,
they argued, should only take positions
on questions which actually effect the
student os o stodent. It should stay off
the debates which are erucial to society
as a whole. But if this attitude becomes
pervasive, then it will mean that the stu-
dent body has totally abdicated its criti-
cal function. Fer if the campus is really
intensely concerned with the political is-
sues which bear directly upon it—like
aocademic freedom, congressional investi-
gating committees and the college, and
so on—then it will be concerned with the

_question of the Bomb. The student's vision

of the world cannct be compartmental-
Jzed; it can't concentrate on. this or that
academic, policy and ignore . . . the H
Bomb.

And the attitude which the students

-

must take? That is, we think, obvious.
Stop the Tests! Ban the Bomb!

In a sense, these demands are only a
beginning. The tests can be stopped, the
homb could even be banned, and the
fight for peate would be far from won.
For the struggle going on in the world
today is not something which can be me-
diated by the “good will" of the two
opposing camps, or signed away by a
treaty. It is a soeial struggle between
two mighty social systems, both of Wwhich
seek the right to organize the world. The
United States has announced, through
the International Cooperation Adminis-
tration (and with State Department pro-
tests, but apparently to no avail) that
all aid to under-developed countries will
be directed toward building up private
capital in those wreas. Russia made plain
in Hungary that there are sharp limits
to what it will tolerate in the satellites
in the form of “National Communism.”
In short, both power bloes are fighfing
to extend the sway of their social sys-
tem, and both subordinate man’s longing
for frecdom to this goal.

ISSUE FOR STUDENTS

But if this shorp social confiict can't
be conciliated by treaties, the banning of
the Bomb and the stopping of the tesis
would be a tremendous step'forward for
peace. Above all, it would symbolize the
fact that the people of the world are on
the move, that they have wrested a con-
cession from both of the two pawer blocs.
1¥ would not usher in the millenium; bu¥
it would be a magnificent development,
one which would move toward the ulti-
mate solution of striking at the couses of
war itself, the social struggle of the two
bloes.

This is an issue which affects the stu-
dent because it affects the entire world,

There should be student action on
every campus in the United States now.
All who can agree on the most hasic de-
mand of stopping the tests and banning
the bomh should get together and make
their. voices heard.

Challenge, and all democratie social-
ists, promise all the aid in their power
to such a movement.

But it is not enough te act; America's
students: must also understand. /

If there was ever the least shred of a
doubt about America’s present party
system, now it is resolved. For the events _
in Little Rock are the reult of the com-
bined alliance of the Republican . .and
Demoecratic Parties, both of which have”
refused to give full-hearted support to
integration. And it should now be ob-
vious, even to the most superficial .ob-
server, that'a rvesolution of this crisis
will. probably not be found within the
framework of the present system of
tweedledum and tweedledee. Look at the
facts.

INTEGRATION

The Democratic Party has been basical-
ly split on the issue of integration for
years. On the one hand, the Northern lip-
eral-labor wing of the Party has attemp#-
ed to take o decent stand, and the poljti-
cal pressures pushing it in this direction
have been intensifying, But on the other
hand, the committee chairmanships, the
centers of party power, are in the hands
of the South. And the Democrats of the
South are commitied to fighting Integra-
tion with every means ot their command.
I# was o Democratic senater, Olin John-
son, who told the Democratic governor,
Orval Faubus, to resist the use of Federal
troops by an insurrection. i

This is the key to understanding the
present situation. It explains, for in-
stance, why the Civil Rights plank passed
by the Democratic Convention in 1448
(and precipitating a walk-out of the ex-
treme racist wing of the Party) remain-
ed a pious bit of rhetorie. For if the lib-
erals have a tendency to dominate the
speeches of the Demoerats during elec-
tion year (since the mass appeal of the
Democrals is to be the liberal-lahor
forces in this country), the Southerners
dispose of the real power. In° 1948, they
were able to sit back and let Hubert
Humphrey and Harry Truman talk. The
resounding “Fair Deal” victory—won
in such & way as not to require the
Southern votes—was a paper trinumph.

And so it was with the recent Civil
Rights struggle in Congress. The liber-
als ran out on the fight, for they were
opposed by a solid phalanx within their
own party, and confronted by the deser-
tion of part of their own forces. The re-
sult was a bill which, nearly one hun-
dred years after the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, probably will not guaraptee
the right of the Negro to vote in the
states of the Deep South. But then, this
iz the inevitahle pattern. The Northern
liberals are not personally cowards, they
do not turn tail for the joy of running
(indeed, many of them eyeing the Ne-
gro defection from the Democratic ticket

[Turn to page 4-cl
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" Young Socialist Program for
A Meaningful Youth Movement

By EDWARD HILL

We believe the American student scene is undergoing its thaw.
Since 1948, all youth political organizations have declined, and some

have disappeared. The Labor Youth League, then fraternally related to,

the Communist Party, had about 6000 members. Last year, as part of
the general process of disintegration in the organizations in America
which were sympathetic to Russian Commumsm it formally disbanded.

Students for Democratic Action,
the vouth affiliate of Americans for
Demoeratic Action, suffered a pre-
cipitous decline in the past five
years. i
Socialist organizations were no
exception to the process of decline.
Today, the Young Socialist League is
the largest, nation-wide organization of
demoeratic socialist vouth, Yet, at the
time of itz foundation in 1954, the YSL
faced an uphill battle for survival. This
was the period of McCarthyite reaction
and student apathy, and a reneral mood
that World War Il was Inevitable was
abroad in the land. It was all that the

* socialist youth movement could do to

stay alive.

But now chanwes are taking place.
There iz & new optimism, there are gigns
of stirring en the campus. Last year:

# Thousands of students, and some
“twenty campus organizations rallied to
defend the civil liberties of Duily Work-
ey editor John Gates who had been
barred from speaking on City College
eampuses,

® In New York, Philadelphia, Antwch
Yale, Chicago and other eampuses, stu-
dents joined in the Prayer Pilgrimage
for Freedom, a mass movement of over
twenty thousand Negroes and whites
who went to Washington to demonstrate
for Civil Rights.

@ On the West Coast, at the University
of Washington in Seattle, over two
thousand students signed a petition eall-
ing for an end to nuclear tests.

In each one of these movements, and
in many others, units ond members of the
Young Sociolist League were involved. It
vras this experience which led the YSL to
edopt an aggressive, outward perspective
for this fall and to place the problem of
rebuilding a significant socialist youth
movement in the united States in the fare-
front of its activity, As this is being
wvritten, the first Fall YSL MNotional Tour
is taking place, reaching #a 5% Leuis,
Denver, Albuguerque, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Portland ond Seottle. Another
tour wiil be undertaken in mid-October,
ond sfudents at the University of Michigan,
Antioch, the University of Chicage, Ober-
lin, Ohie State and other schoals will hear
the politics and pregram of democrotic
soctalism. In New York, Philadelphio, New
Haven, Albony, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Chi-
cogo, Albuquerque, Les Angeles, San
Francisco ond Seattle, YSL wnits and or-
ganizing committees are beginning their

weork of the new school year. 2

But what form should this activity
take? What is the realistic perspective
for socialism in America among the

+ youth?

At its Third National Convention this
summer, the YSL placed the reunifica-
tion and rebuilding of the American
socialist movement at the center of its
activity. One of the reasons for the de-
cline in American socialism has been
the warring of miniscule sects, the con-
stant antagonism of opposing socialist
programs. “Why don't you people all get
together and unite” has been a persis-
tent criticfsm directed at the socialist
movement for years. During the recent
period, this unity has become a poessibil-
itv. The strength and pre-eminence of
the Communist Party, which attracted
many sincere people to its socialist slo-
pans and yet used them to defend a
totalitarian society, has been shattered.
The: Hungarian Revolution brought all
socialists closer together in their com-
mon solidarity with the magnificent
struggle of the workers and students
there. The Civil Rights movement has
become the most significant social de-

velopment in America since the foun-
dation of the CI0O. All these factors, and

many others, make unity and -rebuilding
possible and necessary.

For us, the way to rebuild means: to
end the socialist sects.

The division of the socialist movement
into competing organizations, each clutch-
ing its own '"finished program,” must come
to an end. In its place, there must be o
broad movement which is really in'the
thick of the day to day struggles of Amer-
ican life: for civil rights, for civil liberties,
for the labor movement and for peace. In-
deed, there once was such a movement in
America, the Socialist Party of Eugene V,
DPebs. It included militant workers, intel-
lectuals, students, professionals, artists.
It made a tremendous impact upon this
country and it was o serious political
force.

That is the kind of movement we want:
a broad, unsectarian movement in the
mainstream of American life. We believe
that there should be a single party for
all soecialists who aecept a minimal pro-
gram: for demoeratic socialism, for the
defense of democracy everyvwhere. Such
a Party would stand up and be counted
on Humgary, on Montgomery, on Suez
and Algeria, It would have all kinds of
disagreements within it, including Marx-
ists and anti-Marxists, pacifists and anti-
pacifists, Christian socialists and athe-
ists, in a single organization. As we see
it, it would be a vital force in American
life, it could begin the arducus task of
restoring soclalism to the ranks of the
labor movement.

TREMENDOUS APPEAL

We think such a party would have a
tremendous appeal to the young people
of America. It would mean that demo-
cratie socialism would speak on «the

campus with a single, compelling voice.
It would mean that young people could
be attracted, not simply to the socialist
idea, but to socializt action.

A new Debsian Party! This is the way
for American socialism to break out of its
sectarian isolation. For “us, the first step
on this road is a broad unity around the
Socialist Party-S5ocial Democratic Federa-
tion, the party which has inherited the
tradition of Debs. We of the YSL have
our criticisms of the SP-SDF, and we will
continue to make them in o fraternal
fashion. But we believe that the SP-5DF
can be the center for the revitalization
of the American socialist movement. We
have proposed a program of unity to the
SP-5DF, calling for the unity of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League ond the SP-SDF,
with the YSL paorticipating in the forma-
tion of on affiliated youth erganization.

During the coming year, this program
for unifying the socialist movement, for
bringing socialism to America, will be at
the heart of our activity,

But we aren't zoing to ficht for this
unification simply by writing resolutions
and making speeches. We helieve that we
can buoild the YSL now, that the vouth
of America are waking up from their
long spathy. We believe that the way to
win people, right new, to secialism is by
deeds as well as words. There is the
fizht for eivil rights. Last year, YSLers
were active in raising money for Moni-
gomery, helping put over the concert at
which Martin Luther King's wife, Cor-
reta, sang in New York; YSLers were
in the thick of the Enroll for Freedom
campaign which raised money for relief
to victims of the racist terror in the
South; and YSLers helped in a dozen
localities to make the Prayer Pilgrimage

YSL PROGRAM

This iz the YSL program: to fight,
here and now, for the great immediats
issues of our time, for Civil Right=s, Civil
Liberties, Peace and the rights of La-
bor; and to point in these immediate
struggles to the necessity of reunifyving
and revitalizing the socialist movement
in America through creating a broad,
Debsian Party.

ARE YOU FROM

New York, Chicago, Philadel-

hia, Buffalo, Albany, Pitts-
urgh, Cleveland, St. Louis,
Denver, Los Angeles, Albu-
querque, 5an Francisco, Seat-
tle or Portland?*

DO YOU WANT

to fight for socialism on the
campus and in the youth move-
ment?

THEN CONTACT
the YSL Unit or Organizing
Committee in your area, or
write to
YSL
114 W. 14th Street
New York, N. Y.

*I you're nol from any place where
we are, start us where you are. Write

.earlier this vear.

to the above address.

Supreme Court Victories Important, But
Reaction Prepares its Counter-Attack

So far, 1957 has been a crucial year for civil liberties. The historic
Supreme Court decisions of the late Spring and early Summer dealt a
mighty blow to various aspects of the witchhunt. And yet, the battle is
far from won, In particular, the academic freedom situation is still ex-

tremely ambiguous,

The effeet of the Supreme Court rulings on the Smith Act, on the
powers of Congressional Committees and the Fifth Amendment is, nf

course, all to the good. The ability
of the witch-hunters to destroy a
man in a trial by publicity may
have received a mortal blow. And
vel, a strong opposition is building

up in the United States. There has

already heen one defeat with regard to
the right of an accused to see the FBI
file testimony which forms the basis of
the charees against him. The law pass-
ed by Congress is an ohvious limitation
on the ruling of the court.

MORE OMINOUS

But even more ominous is the report
that an all-out offensive against the
Court’s civil liberties. decision may be in
the making for the next zession of Com-
press. A series of factors make it guite
possible that a sizable legislative bloc can
be assembled to undo the victories of
A fow months ago, the
plight of eivil libeyties in the Senate was
somewhat obseured by a paradoxical alli-
ance. The Solid South and the Northern
liberals banded together to defeat various
reactionary amendments to the hill on
FBI files (the strugele was later lost,
however). The reason for this alliance
was related to the civil rights sell.out. Tt
was part of the Southerner’s payment to

- the Northwestern liberals who ran out

on that fight. Thus, a false impression of
the strength of the civil libertarian forces
was created.

This next session, such a bloc is highly
unlikely. The civil rights struggle has so
intensified that the Southerners are clear:

ly preparing an all-out offensive ogainst
the Supreme Court. There is even talk of
a fight for o Constitutional Amendment
which will limit the scope of the Court's
power. In this centext, the regular. old-
line forces of reaction will probably have
their Southern coherts back in the fold for
an attack on freedom.

In this sense, the recent victories in
the area of eivil liberties are not defini-
tive, They are the first round. And if
a powerful counter-attack is wmounted,
the decision will be made, not in the tra-
dition-bound chambers of the High Court
which are susceptible to political pres-
sure in the long run but which may go
against the stream (either in a reaclion-
ary or-a progressive way) in the short
run, but in the halls of Congress. That
means that the Tate of civil liberties in
the coming months will depend on the
political resources of pro-libertarians.
And precizely because the victories were
woen by Supreme Comrt flat and not
through the politiecal oreanization of
those wha ovnose the witchhunt, that
poses real problems.

So far. the campus has failed to re-
spond to the challenge. At the height of
the witchhunt during the Korean war,
the campus was one of the vietims. Dur-
ing this period, all student political or-
panizations declined. The fight against
the firing of professors who took the

. Fifth Amendment, the fight for the right

of students to hear speakers of their own
choice, the fight against the demand for
the membership lists of student political

clubs, these were lost time and time
again. The campus was not a bulwark
against MeCarthyism, even though there
were signs of opposition such as the
Green Feather campaign of three years
ago, Students not only did not interest
themselves as a gréup in the weneral
battle for ecivil liberties; they lost many
of their own rights az well,

EXCELLENT STATEMENT

The excellent statement of the Ameri-

cean Civil Liberties Tnion on student

rights, made last year, remains a piece
of paper. By changing this, by fichting
for it, students will be doing more than
securing their own rights, They will be
making a real contribution to civil liber-
ties throughout the nation.

In this context, a retrospective look at
the free speech fight in New York last
Spring is instructive. The issue was joined
when John Gates, editor of the Daily
Worker, wos banned from speaking on all
city college campuses because he had been
jailed under the Smith Act. Student pro-
tests took place at Queens College and
City College, the two campuses specifical-
ly effected. At Columbia, a private college
not under the city's rules, two clubs, the
Debs Society and the John Dewey So-
ciety, sponsored successful meetings for
Gates. In the wake of this development,
the Debs Society at Columbia became the
center of a city-wide student protest. But
after one meeting, attended by represent-
otives ond observers from about twenty
student groups, the plans for o campaoign
caome to naught.

And yet, the Gates protest was effee-
tive. It proved what student action could
do, For within a few weeks, Buell Gal-
lagher, the president of City College, de-
bated a spokesman of the Communist
Party; amother City College meeting
heard Joseph Clark, then foreign editor

(Ceontinved on bottom of next page)
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Socialist Clubs.
Put Controversy
Back on Campus

Two independent socialist college clubs
in New York are opening the new term
with important meetings this year.

The E. V. Debs Club of Brooklyn Col-
lege was recognized by the College last
Spring. Its first major meeting, to be held
on October 16th, will feature a debate
between Joseph Clark, former Foreign
Editor of the Deily Worker who recently
resigned from the Communist Party and
the Daily Weorker, and Max Shachtman,
national chairman of the Independent So-
cialist League, Shachtman and Clark will
confront each other on the question of
the nature of Russian society. This will
be one of the first times that Clark has
spoken in public since his resignation
from the Communist Party, an event
which received national coverage in the
press.

The Debs Club at Brooklyn is an in-
dependent, democratic socialist diseus:
sion group. Chellenge urges all its read-
ers on the Erooklyn campus to contact
this hroad socialist club.

The Debs Society at Columbia Univer-
sity is beginning its third year of activ-
ity. Last year, it hecame the center of
campus attention when it led a campaign
to defend the eivil liherties of John Gates,
editor of the Daily Worker. Gates had
heen denied the right to speak on city
college campuses because he had served
a prison term for violation of the Smith’
Act. The Debs Society is an anti-Com-
munist organization, but it believes in de-
fending the eivil liberties of all. It spon-
sored a meeting for Gates and two other
speakers (both anti-Communists, one
from the Young Socialist League, the
other a representative of the American
Civil Liberties Union). The Society was
also the foral peint for an attempt to
orzanize a city-wide protest on the Gates
issue.

At its first meeting this year, Columbia
Debs heard Michael Harrington, nation-
al chairman of the Young Socialist-
Tesgne, speak on democratic socialism.
Tts next major project is a debate be-
tween a defender of the National Office
for Decent Literature, a controversial
Catholie organization which has enraged
in pro-censorship activity, and a repre-
sentative of the American Civil Liberties
Union which opposes the activity of the
NODL, The Columbia Debs has also an-
nounced a posteard campaign on the
Sharkey-Brown-Isaacs bill against dis-
erimination in housing in New.York. (A
similay eampaign will probably be un-
dertaken at Brooklyn College.)

Botk of these clubs are independent of
any national affiliation. However, their
work, part of the possibility of a socialist
resurgence in Ameriea, is of great impor-
tance and deserves the support of all
demoeratic socialists in the New York
arca.

Civil Liberties — —

[Continved from page 2-cl

of the Daily Warker, and a croup of
vadicals (including Michael Harrington,
national chairman of the Young Socialist
Leagne) ; and Brooklyn College Students
For Democratic Aection also sponsoved
Clark, along with Harrington and Shel-
don Ackley of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. Both the New York Times
and Post came to the defense of the stu-
dents in the process.

The (Gates fight is a clear indication of
what can be done when students unite
and act. And it is possible that a similar
test case will soon be brought on the
Wast Coast. Yet this was the first really
political protest aroumd a civil liberties
iszue ko involve a wide range of students
in recent vears.

For some, it appears that the Supreme
Court has ended the witchhont. This is a
dangerouns point of view. Many institu-
tions of the witchhunt (including the
Army's pernicious sereening system) re-
main in_force. The question of civil liber-
ties. both in the nation_and on the cam-
pus, may well become a burning issue in
the near future. The campus, it is hoped,
will make a betten showing this time.

Russian Communist Youth Get
An International Challenge

The Young Socialist League has
called for an international debate
—with no holds barred.

In the letter reproduced on this
page, three students, co-chairmen:
of the YSL’s National Student
Committee, have proposed to the
Russian Young Communist League
that simultaneous debates be ar-
ranged in Russia and the United
States between members of the two
organizations. If the proposal is
accepted, it will mean that Russian
students will hear the point of view
of democratic socialism for the first
time in decades ; and that American
students will have the opportunity
to listen to a free and open con-
frontation between representatives

of the Russian Young Communist

League and demoecratic socialist
vouth from the United States.
Commenting on the letter, YSL
National Chairman Michael Har-
rington said, “We were particular-
ly disgusted by the stupidity of
the State Department stand on the
Moscow Youth Festival. The YSL
has always stood for absolute free-
dom of travel. But more than that,
we were concerned that the debate
which took place on the streets of
Moscow was more or less haphaz-
ard. We feel that the best way to
get a real airing of views is to have
an organized political confronta-
tion. Given these two aims—that
of affirming the principle of free

discussion and of defending the

right to travel—we decided to send
off our letter.”

In the letter, the socialist sto-

dents made it plain that they are
opponents of the Russian regime
-and wish to engage in a frank de-
bate. The details of the project will
be arranged when, and if, the
Russian Young Communist League
accepts the socialist proposal. How-
ever the YSL made it plain to the

Russians that they were interested
in setting up a nation-wide tour,
taking the debate between demo-
cratic socialism and Communism
to scores of campuses throughout
the United States. It is, of course,
expected that if the project gees
through, the Russians wm;ld ar-
range a similar tour threughout

without democrafic controls represents socialism; or

democracy, or through undemocratic means, of in

rd ~
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Russia for \the American socialists.

YOUNG SOCIJALIST LEAGUE

- 114 W. 14th S'I'I"‘tﬂi New York, N. Y.
September 25, 1957

Central Committee '

Young Communist League

Moscow, Russia

Gentlemen:

We are writinz on bhehalf of the Young Socialist League, a
democratic socialist youth: organization of American studeénts
and youth.

We noted with regret that at the revent Moscow Youth
Festival there was, as reported in the press, no presentation
of the democratic socialist opposition to Communism. We
agree with the statements at the Festival that there should
be free discussion among the youth of the world, but we
helieve that this discussion will be most worthwhile if it
counterposes political points of view in open debate.

Specifically, we favor debates between demoeratic social-
ists and Communists. From our point of view, Commum‘%m
is an anti-demoeratic system that bas nothing in eommon
with’ the socialist organization of society. You, of course,

of these, two “attitudes. L

In the United States, we have consistently stood for
civil liberties and freedom of speech, We have defended the
rights of Communists to he heard {our members were very
active in seeing to it that the editor of the Daily Worker
could be heard by students in New York). That we disagree
sharply and basically with Communists is, of course, obvious,
but that does not change our advocacy of democratic rights
for all, Indeed, one of our fundamental eriticisms of Russian
Communism is precisely that it denies this democratic free-
dom.

Thus, in proposing a debaie to you, we wish to make it
clear that we do so hecause we disagree with the Young
Communist League of Russia on fundamentals. To us, social-
ism cannot exist without the fullest freedom, including the
right of open, organized political oppoesition. And it iz be-
cause we have such opposed views that we suggest a confron-
tation,

Therefore, we propose the following to you: that the
Youne Socialist Learue will raise the money to pay for the
expenses of two members of the Russian Young Communist
League to come to the United States, and will arrange a

hold the opposite view. We seek a public, open confrontation

nation-wide tour for the purpose of arguning the fundamental®

differences between democratic socialism and Communiim;
.and that the Young Communist League of Russia raise money
and arrange for a similar tour of the Russian universities
for two speakers to be designated by the Young Socialist
League, The exact details can be worked out hy us through
subsequent-correspondence if vou accept our proposal,

This propesal does not involve any official agency of the
United States Government. It comes from us alone. Ag demo-
eratic socialists we have exercised our right to criticize and
oppose the policy of the United States Government. In this,
we have been subjected to a certain minount of official perse-

cution, but we still have been able to maintain a press, to~

hold publie meetings and to advocate our ideas hefore the
students and voung people of America,

If you mccept this suggestion, we would want to raise
various questions in debate: we would want to argue our
econviction that the road to peace lies through opposition to
Russian .Communism; we would confront you with the elear
evidenice of the democratic and socialist character of the
Hungarian Revnlutmn. which we support, and of the imperi-
alist nature of the Russian intervention. In short, we propose
that there be no limitation of any kind on the vight of either
pavty to the debate to raise any issue. For ourselves, we are
confident of the ideas which we hold and have nothing to fear
from such free discussion; and we hope that you feel the same
way.

In conclusion, we do not fee] that the cause of interna
tional peace will he served by evading differences. You ‘nave
stated that you favor the exchange of opinion between ]routh
throughout the world. We propose this debate—carried on

simultaneously in Russia and the United States—as our

response to your affirmation.
We look forward te an early veply from you to our pro-
posal. Sincerely,
Co-Chairmen
National Student Cnmm;tt»eae
YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE
PeTER NoOvick,
Columbia University N
NANCY AHEARN,
University of Chicagzo

ARLON TUSQI'\H‘. 4

ee: Komsomolskaye Pravda University of- Washington

THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Socialist League is @ democratic 30-
cialist organization striving to amid in the basic
transformation of this society into one whers the
means of production ond distribution shall bs
collectively owned and democratically managed.
The YSL affempifs to make the young workers and
students, who form its arena of activity, conscious
of the nesd for organization direcied against capi-
talism and Stalinism.

The YSL rejects the concept that slate ownership
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that socialism can be achieved without political =
short in any way other than the conscious aclive ;
participotion of the people themselves in the build-
ing of the new socicl erder. The YSL orients to-
ward the working class, os the class which ia

capable of leading sociaty to the establishment of

socialism.

—From the Constitution of the Y5L
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LABOR ACTION

Little Rock and the Campus——

{Centinued from page 1-¢}

in 1956 ohviously wanted to make an im-
pressive record). Rather, the liberal-
labor forces are put into this position by
the very nature of the Democratic Party.
"Their vast strength, their appeal on the
.basis of demands for Civil Rights and
s&peial welfave, stand in sharp confliet
with the very structure of the Party to
.avhich they belong.

+ACTED TQO LATE

But what about the Republicans?

- Bisgnhower :acted—too late. Charac-
_tevistically, he was playing golf during
the erucial days of the crisis. He appar-
ently thought he could charm Faubus
lout-of opposing integration by a simple
meeting. And then when it was too late,
when the authority of the Supreme Court
‘had been flaunted by Faubus' proveca-
dijons .and the actions of a mob of- fifteen
hundred people, he took the step of send-
ving*in the federal troops. By then, it was
tno late to avaid an iner edlhly had po-
litical - situation. Successful blows had
“been struek against integration, and that
_+faet -is obviously. in the mind of every
. dacist ﬁovernor in the South.

Eoupled with- this is the fget that all
kinds ‘of reactionary’ Republicans in Con-
!rnﬂ havé taken the road of giving lip-
unin to Civil Rights, am.riea has been
'Irgni‘ed to the strange sight of o card-
-esrrying right-winger like Everett Dirk-

n. a man who has been dragged into the
iyalﬂ'hﬂ'h century by the heels, standing
~up as a champion of human rights. As o

aneuver, it was a fine piece of work. In
pn;f. it was responiible for the jncrease
'in the Republican vote ameong Nugrons
idgst year. But it doesn't form the basis
for & real change in Civil Rights.

" For bowever much the Republicans
might veer on the Civil Rights issue,
Jhowever much they might be responsive
to the pressures of the moment, that
eannot ohscure an enormous fact: that
ithe' Republican Party is the chosen in-
:strument of Big Business in the United
1States and as such it stands opposed to
sthe needs of millions of Negroes. The
Negroes of Milwaukee were confronted
sy a.terrible choice during the recent
wcampaign which elected Proxmire to the
Sengte. Whether to vote for the Demao-
cuats who stand opposed to the Negro as
a.Negro in a blantant, -obvious way; or
to vote for the Republicans who, what-
ever their demagogy toward ‘the Negro,
mtand oppozed to the Negro as a worker
and, as shown by Eisenhower’s role in
the recent Civil Rights fight, will not
wleliver in the sphere of civil rights
gither.

HMPOSSIBLE DILEMMA

The dilemma is an impossible one. So
much so that it cannot continue tg exist
for:long in American polities. And this
‘fact suggests another erucial dimension
of the events at Little Rock,

" Maony people have been amazed at the
incredible courage of the Negro students
ot Little Rock. And obviously, there is o
iqualify of personal determination ond
ybrovery. in the case of each young Negro
~mho-foces o-howling-mob--and -the -iroops
. of the Notional Guard. Yet, ancther fact
dsa:glsosmbyious: that dhisibravery  Is.be-
goming o national phenomenon, that
wherever the racists attempt to thwart
jntegration whether it be in Tennessee or
Arkonsas, there you will find young Ne-
groes who are prepared ta stond up' for
heir rights, no matter what the odds are.

The reason for this is of incaleulable
p-:'-litlral gignificance. Throughout Amer-
jea, Negroes are on the mavch, Their so-

ial movement has broken through the
yypocrisy and official lies of this society
in a way that nothing else has done since
the vise of the CIO in the thirties, [t is
thiz sweeping phenomenon which was
present in the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
which continues to grow despite the
heatines and bombings and the killing,

It iz this fact of a tremendous section
of the Anerican people on the mareh
which hatters away at the reactionary
‘and obsolete two-party structure in this
‘eountry. For, however the politicians
may wish it, the civil rights fight is not
going to diminish after quiet comes back
‘to Little Rock. It is mot going to become

“reasonable” in the near futuve, The ac-
cumulated hatred of oppression and love
of freedom that has been building up for
vears and years among America's Ne-
groes has burst out in a gigantic move-
ment. May 17, 19854, the day of the Su-
preme Court deeision, was only the light-
ing of a fuse. The material of the ex-
plesion had been gathering for yeavs.

WHAT WILL THEY SAY?

And what will the liberals tell the
Negroes of New York in the Congres-
sional election next year? What will they
say diring the Presidential race of 1960.
How will they explain their fellow party
members, Orval Faubus, James Eastland
and Hermann Talmadge. When someone
asks, why do you vote to make these
men commitfee chairmen, why do you
tielp them to become governors, what
will they say?

Fhe vast majority of prﬂgressl" Amer-
_icans. .gre tommitted to o program of lib-
eral reform. As socialists, we believe that
this is 1n¢=|ﬂ]uuh. But the argqument here
is not between soclulism and liberalism, [t

.is the question of the crisis within liberal-

ism. For it is now plgin.for all to see that
on the most significant social issue of the
day, American liberalism's commitment
4o.the Pempcrotic Pacty.has impased apon
it a policy. .of cowardice, defeat and-use-
less compromise. It is now plain, from a
liberal point of view as well -os -from. a
socialist, that the road to. serious-imme-

. diate gains lies through o basic paolitical

realignment .in the United States.

And.the essential point of this realign-
ment must be: that the liberal-labor
movement, with its allies among the Ne-
eroes, farmers and salaried city dweli-

ers, break with the Democratic Party ds
it is now constituted.

We have no get-rich-quick scheme for
accomplishing this necessary develop-
ment. We do not even know how it will
come about—throuzh a fight within the
Democratic Party leading (as it inewvi-
tally would if seriously carrvied on) to
the expulsion of the South and the vie-
tory of the labor movement; or through
the creation of a new independent politi-
gal party. What we do know is the essen-
tinl effect which must take place. The
labor and liberal mpvement must speak
in their own name, must.shatter through
their policy of compromise and offer a
réal alternativesin American politics. For
ug, this would mean the creation of a
labor party, that is, of a party whose
greganized eore would be Lﬁme politieal in-
strument of the American workers, but
a party whose appeal wduld go far be-
yond the vanks of the uniom movement
itself.

On an issue like LitHle Rock, such a
party would not be bound hand and foot
as the liberal Democrats were during the
-past few weeks., It. would ot content it-
self with . mtlnu, criticism of Eisenhower
for acting "too late,” which was the
militant. sounding’ line of the liberals in
the current crisis, o position which Ig«
nored the fact that he waos acting against
e @ I!equurqt This is not tp sgy that @
simple beeak in .the present structurg of
American politics would work an over-
night wonder. It is only fo soy. that it
would open uwp the real possibility of m
party seriously dedicated to the struggle
for Civil Rights.

Little Rock had made this clear:
neither the Republicans or the Demo-
crats offer a real alternative to those

who are for Civil Rights. The only way

_ﬂul? i3 for a hasic political realignment

in American society.

This program is for the future, though
we hope it will not be too far distant.
But in the immediate present, there is
a necessity Lo return to the point with
which we began: that immediate action
must be taken now. In the long run, we
believe that such action must move in
the diveetion of creating a new political
party in the United States, But for now,
we believe that all those who belive in
Civil Rights—whatever their position on
other political questions in America—
must join together and make the voice of
the American student heard.

PROGRAM OF ACTION .

The Young Socialist League has dedi-
cated itself to such a program of im-
mediate action. In doing =0, it wishes to
join togethey with every democrat who
is for human decency for the Negro in
America, All should join together and

# demonsirate in support of the Negro
students of Central High on every col-

-lege campus in the nokion;
» raise the issue of support %o the

.struggle for integrotion in all student

.clubs, in student government ond NSA;

s swell the ranks of the NAACP on
campus; vote this woy for a clear and
unambiguous stand for Civil Rights.

These three points seem simple. '[iey
are the responsibility of anyone who has
an elementary sense of the grave issues
involved in Little Rock. But so far. the
American campus has not even risen to
-this level of action. The Negro students
in Little Rock have made their position
bell-clear. Shall we ignore their courage,
and the basic guestions which it raises?

Eye-Witness Report on South in Anvil

The Fall issue of ANVIL has
just been published.

The first twelve pages of this
issue consist of a section on “The
Negro Fights For Freedom.” Be-
ginning with an analysis of the
Civil Rights Act, the section fol-
lows up with four first hand reports
from the south. First there iz an
article on the strunggle at an all-
Negro school, Aleorn College, in
Mississippi, written by one of the
Aleorn professors, This is followed by
John  Boardmann's ageount of how he
was expelled from Florida State Uni-
versity for participating in the move-
ment for integration. And the section is
completed -with two reports by Murray
Kempton, New York Post eolumnist, on
the situation in Montezomery, Alabama
and Rock Hill, South Carolina.

Following the Civil Rights seetion are
two editorials: on the pessibilities of
the vegroupment of .socialist  forces in
the United States, and an editorial on
the H-Bomb.
sadnutheir. editorial on. socialist-regroup-
menf, the editors of ANVIL expresses their
greni hope that the era of socialist sects
is drawing to a close, that the possibilities
of building o socialist mevement in the
United Stptes ore real. They promise to
assist, to the best of their ability, all af-
tempts at the building of a democratic
socialist meovement.:

The editorial on the H-Bomb bezins
with a ¢all to STOP THE TESTS! BAN
THE BOMBE! It hails the growing senti-
ment against the Bomh, and the peace
movement that this sentiment represents.
But it also points out the illusions that
are liable to. arise out of a movement
based simply on the Bomb issue. That 1s,
the belief that stopping the tests and
banning the bomb can lead, by itself, to
peace. For this, the editorial maintains,
movre general demands—like withdrawing
all troops from Europe—are necessary.
Yet it is certainly heartening to see the
people voicing their utter horror at the
horror of the H-Bombh.

There are three cultural pieces in this

issue of ANVIL. The first deals with
“The Existentialist Agony,” and is writ-
ten by Mel Stack. It is a critique of the
incopsistencies and dilemmas of existen-
tialist thought as well as the contribu-
tions that existentialists have made with
their eoncern with the individual. Using
Sartre and Camus to illustrate how the
existentialist approaches social life, ie.,
man in society, the author points to the
flaw in this school of thought: the ten-
dency to divorce man from his conditions,
to abstract him from his environment, to
deny his being as a social animal

Next is a contribution by Michael Har-
rington, national chairman of the Young
Socialist League, on George Lucaks. Lu-
caks, the Hungarian Marxist critic re-
ceived attention in the United ‘States for
his participation in the Hungarian Rev-
olution, where he held a post in the

Nagy sovernment. But he is one of the-

greatest literary critics of the century
as well as one af the finest minds. Har-
rington attemipis to show the dichotomy
that existed in Lucaks—on the one hand
a basic humanitarianism, on the other
a' commitment to Stalinism (until last
year), This dichotomy produced the
unique result of a great artist operating
under the aegis of a system that was the
antithesis of evervthing which stood for
artistic creation. And, moreover, Lucaks
supported that regime. But at last the
dichotoimy was resolved as the Hungar-
ian Revolution swept Lucaks into choos-
ing the side of freedom,.

Bob Bone; who teaches at Yale Univer-
sity, has contributed o review of the
movie, "Baby Doll."” Calling it one of the
finest of Hellywoad's movwies in many
years, Bone analyses the film both in terms
‘of its social symbolism and its individual
sexval relationships. 1t is an excellent job
on this artistic expression of -the devele-
opment of industrialism in the South.

There are also two articles dealing
with student movements in the world.
One is on the British youth, written by
a recent graduate of Oberlin College wha
has-been visiting in England. The second
concerns .the developments among the
Russian youth as the events since the
Khrushchev  revelations reverberate
within Russian society. This article is

written by Max Martin Dombrow, na-
tional secretary of the Young Socialist
League.

ANVIL is completed by reviews of two
books—Draper's Roots of American Com-
munizm, and Howe's Politics and the
Novel.

This breakdown of the contents of this
issue of ANVIL will give a concrete ex-
ample of what the magazine attempts tp
express. It tries’ to bring the ideas of
democratic socialism to students and
young people. - It presents the socialist
choice as against the world power strug-
gle with its exploitation and continuous
threat of war, Its columns are open to
all who wish to critically examine the
sogialist traditions,
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SEATTLE

Thursdey, October 10

-The Liberal Failure
On Civil Liberties

Speaker
Bogdan Denitch
Natnl. Field Rep., YSL
T:30 P.M. Admission free
Freinds Meeting House
W. 40th and 15¢th Ave. N.E,
(Just across from U. of Wash: Gate 1)

the next day, October 11
Party

522 M. 48th S5t, (Between Aurcra dl'lv_d‘
Greenwood)
All the beer yvou can drink for 60 cents
Dancing

Portland, Oregon

Hear
BOGDAN DENITCH
National Field Representative, YSL

on
THE H-BOMB
.AND THE FIGHT FOR PEACE
8 P.M. at Finnish Workers Hall
(North Freemont and Montana)

Sponsored by PorHand Open Forum
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