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The Panic is On

The launching of Sputnik II has inten-
sified the political panic in the United
States which was touched off by Sputnik
I. That panic is the proper word for it is
demonstrated by all the symptoms. When
people, or animals, are confronted with
a sudden, unexpected, overwhelming or
mysterious: danger, they are likely to
panic. One reaction is simply to rum in
a direction opposite to that from which
the danger seems to threaten. Another is
to take some accustomed, familiar mea-
sure which has warded off danger in
other circumstances. Another is to
“freeze” to whatever one is doing or hold-
ing on to in a state of temporary paralys-
is of will

All-of these symptoms, singly or in
combination, are exhibited by almost
every sector of the political spectrum in
this country. What needs to be sorted
out now, if any political benefit is to be
derived from this experience, is why
this is s0, and what can be done about
both the world situation in which the
American people now recognize them-
zelves to be, and about what has put us
in this situation.

BARKING AT MOON

Manufacturers of public opinion in this
country have been misled and have misled
the nation on the capabilities of Russian
science and technology. But this alone is
@ minor matter. If the British or even the
West Germans had launched the Sputnicks,
it would have been sensational, but not
traumatic. Whot has got the American
people running around in circles and bark-
ing at the moon is not the realixation that
they have been outsmarted in the race
for oufer spoce. The panic is on because
Americans have been taught to believe as
a fundomental propositien of their exist-
ence that what has kept Russion from
launching World War Il up till now has
been primarily and above all this coun-
#ry's unique capacity for mossive, devas-
tating -airborn nuclear retaliation. They
now feel stripped of what they had
thought was their major means of protec-
tion against atomic anmihilation, or world
victory by Stalinism.

Sinee this is the eourcé of the feeling
of pani¢ and crisis, the immediate reaec-
tion to it-is understandable. If América
and the world were safe before the
Russians fnrged ahead in the arms race,
the thing to de is to put our shoulders to
the wheel, appropriate 2 few billion dol-
lars, train a-few hundred thousand sei-
entists, and get ahead of the Russians
again. In other words, let's keep on do-
ing what. we were doing, only more so.

Before .the panic.can really be allayed,
the first thing which has to be dome is
to establish the real source and magni-

tude of the danger created or revealed by -

the fact that the Russians have the In-
tercontinental Ballistic Missile first.

! The fact is.that now, or within the next
year or so, the Russions will have the ca-
pacity to deliver nuclear bombs over any
target. in the world foster and more cér-
Ouinly than does the United States. If
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40 Years After the Russian Revolution
The Ideal of Socialism Remains:

FREEDOM IN EQUALITY

By MAX SHACHTMAN
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Cause of Algerian Freedom Endangered by Murder Campaign

Silence Would Be Complicity!

On September 1 Messali Hadj, the founder of the Algerian national-
ist movement and present leader of the Algerian Nationalist Movement
(MNA), addressed an appeal to the Algerian people.

For several months, the fight between the two nationalist parties
MNA and National Liberation Front (FLN) had grown worse. The
slaughter by the troops of the FLN of whole villages near Melouza, in

the Soumman valley, near Relizane,
near Saida, mear Massena, were
bloody episodes in this struggle. In
France, assassinations and attacks
on the nationalist militants became

increasingly frequent. As we have
explained in detail in earlier issues of
LAROR A{,Tmh there cannot be any doubt
that the primary responsibility of this
situstion liés with the leadership of the
FLN which, in the absence of a firm po-
litical basis and program, falls back on
terror as a means to monopolize the com-
ing negotiations with the French govern-
ment.

This is not to say that the MNA has not
used terror itself. However, in the assess-
ment of responsibilities, fwo facts stand
out: the military units of the MNA have
never resorfed to wholesale slaughter of
whole population groups in regions that
supported the FLN. Further, the MNA has
never denied the right of the FLN to exist
as an independent tendency and to partici-
pate in negotiations with the French gov-
“ernment. The FLN, on the other hand. has
nlwuys‘deined the MNA as a “counter-

revolutionary” tendency which must be
wiped out, if necessary by terror.

In his appeal to the Algerian people,
Messali Hadj pointed out the tremendous
danger inherent in this eituation. Not
only does the French colonialist press
spread these crimes all over its pages to

justify the perpetuation of the colonialist

war, but the spectacle of division within
the Algerian nationalist movement-alien-
ates even those sectors 6f French and in-
ternationa] public opinion which are
ready to support the struggle of the Al-
gerian people for self-determination.

POLITICAL CRIME

Every political erime thus represents a
weapon of the French government before
public opinion and at the United Nations.
The publie support which the Algerian
revolution has acquired in all circles,
Messali continued, is one of the conditions
of its success. The Algerian people can-
not afford to allow a handful of adven-
turers to jeopardize its common cause.
The vast majority of the Algerian emi-
gration in France is opposed to murder

* as a means of settling political differ-

ences: it must isolate and remove from
ites midst the irresponsible elements that
discredit its cause.

For over two weeks after the appeal,,

the political murders ceased completely.
Then came the answer of the FLN:

Ahmed Semmache, trecsorer of the
USTA (Algerian Workers Union) in France,
shot at Colombes (Paris) on September 20.

Mohammed Nad|, regional secretary of
the USTA in Paris, had been killed at an
earlier date.

Hocine Maroc, an aiito-worker at Pan-
hord, member of the USTA regionel ergen-
izatien for Paris, shot on the Boulevard
Saint-Germain on September 24. His broth-
er, Mchammed Maroc, is one of the leaders
of the MNA now serving a two.year sen-
tence in Paris for his activity in ‘the na-
tionalist movement.

Mellouli Said, secretary of the USTA at
the Renault works, heavily wounded by a
gunman on the Boulevard Diderot, alse on
September 24.

Abdalleh Filali, Asusianl’ General Secre-
tary of the USTA in France, shot on Octo-
ber 7 near the headquarters of the union
on the rue d'Enghien. He survived in spite
of having been hit by four bullets—in the
back, as always—but he is not yet out of
danger.

Mansour Boualiwho had replaced Sem-
mache as treasurer of the USTA, shot en
October 11.

(Turn te last page)

Not Thieves vs. Honest Men, But Two Conceptions of Unionism Contest for

A New Balance of Power in Labor

By BEN HALL

George Meany was “shocked” to discover the extent of corruption
in thé labor movement. So he told the convention of the Industrial Union
Department on November 1. The fund of information he gathered in a
long and eminent career is about to be supplemented by many more
hitherto neglected facts; even now, there has been no public recognition
of the full depths of what are politely called “unethical practices.” Some

union officials have been caught
with their hands in the till; others
are suspect; some have refused to
use the power of their office to act
against arrant acts of racketeering
in their own internationals. A full
roll eall of officials who should come un-
der close serutiny might startle Meany
even more; for they are in control of
unions whose tota]l membership is prob-
gbly ‘about thiee and one-half million;
perhaps, more. And this is some twenty
per ' cent of the total membership of the
united federation! The combined strength’
of their unions is greater today than that
of the whole lahor movement in 1935.

It is not just a matter of sweeping up
a few overlooked corners of accumulated,
neglected - filfth.- UAW- Secretary Treas-
urer Emil ‘Mazey told 8 Milwaukee tele-

—vyision-audience this monthr that the AFL-

CIO should charter a new Teamster un-
ion when Hoffa’s union is expelled. He
did not want to “leave the rank and file
of the Teamsters under the cluiches of
the Becks and the Hoffas.” But the Team-
sters Union is the largest of all and it
has a lot of friends in the AFL-CIO,
gilent but strong. Whether a new union is
set up or mot, a protracted battle lies
ahead to refurhish the labor movement,
to free it from the dead weight that has
held it down, a job begun twenty years
ago with the rise of the €CIO but never
completed.

WHO FIGHTS WHOM?

Who is fighting whom and over what?
Ethics and honesty are simple virtues and
not much to ask of union afficlals. But far
more Is of stake: the united labor move-
mentIs-Impelled to act against crooks by

a far more potent force than the twitches
and twinges of a mewly sensitized con-
science. Racketeering is mot a suddenly
erupted disease. At-one time, men like Joe
Ryan and Dave Beck were considered high-
ly respectable figures inside the lobor
movement and consorfed with statesemen
and politicians at will.

Meany was head of the New York Fed-
eration of Labor at a time when notori-
ous grafters like Joe Fay were a power

within it. Did he realize it then? Per-

haps he didn’t think about the subject at
all; at any rate, even if it seemed impor-
tant, there was nothing he himself ap-
peared able to do about it. In any case,
he went about his business doing what he

could for the workingman, lobbying for

improved social legislation and speaking
at public gatherings on behalf of union-
ism.. With the CIO:came the spirit of or-
ganizing the whole working class into

clean, fighting, vigorous unions. But in.
the AFL the mood of business as usual

remained. Rackets could persist because
they were rendered immune by the indif-
ference of strong ppwers.

If it all seems scandalous, as it is, we
are reminded by A. H. Raskin of the New
York Times that not long agoe Dan Tobin,

[Contlnued on page 4]
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Results of the October Elections

The Status Quo Remains

"By TRYGVE CHRISTENSEN

The October T Norwegian parliamentary election results showed a
remarkable stability in current Norwegian politics. (See Table 1 for
a comparison of 1957 results with those of the previous parliamentary
election in 1953.) The Norwegian Labor Party (NLP) was returned to
power with a narrow but absolute majority of parliamentary seats {78
out of 150). The NLP obtained only 48.7 per cent of the total vote but

the Norwegian system of propor-
tional representation, which favors
the larger parties, accounts for
their absolute parliamentary ma-
jority:

Basic issues in the campaign

were taxation, inflation, foreign pelicy
and socialism.

TAXATION

Taxation. The Labor Party was at-
tacked by all the other parties for its
taxation policies. The four bourgeois par-
ties (Agrarian, Christidgn Democratic,
Conservative and Liberal) generally
called taxes too high, the Conservatives

-elearly advocating lower taxes for upper

income groups. However, the bourgeois
parties generally supported the Labor
Party's .10 per cent national sales tax.
The Agrarians, Conservatives and Lib-

erals all supporfed lower subsidies on

basic foods.

In controst, the Communists and Secial
Democrats advocated higher taxes for the
wedlthy. Regarding the sales tax, the Com-
munists preposed reducing it from 10 per
cont to 6V: per cent, while the Social
DPemecrats recommended its abolition. In
addition, the Communists favored higher
food subsidies. The Labor Party compaign-
ed for the status que.

It is interesting that the after-tax dis-
tribution of personal income in Norway
is remarkably similar to that in the
United States. (See Table 2 for details.)
An exception to this generalization is
that the lowest two-tenths are relatively
better off in Norway,

INFLATION

Inflation. The cost of living has in-
creased steadily in Norway since 1949.
The official index was 100 in 1949, 136 in
I_:he last parliamentary election year of
1953 and it now stands at 152, All eppo-
gition parties have attacked the NLP on
their inability to halt inflation. The Labor
Party has responded by emphasizing the
steady growth in the country’s social se-
curity and general welfare and the sub-
stantial industridl expansion in the post
World War II era under Labor govern-
ments. Canital has been aceumulated at
a phenomenally high rate. Net fixed in-
vestment as a percentage of net national
product for Norway in the five-year pe-
riod from 1950 through 1954 was 20 per
cent, second only to Finland in Western
Europe and twice as high as its prosper-
ous neighbor, Sweden.!

Ferelgn policy. In general the four bour-
geois parties supported the NLP foreign
pblicy of commitment to the West, NATO
membership and @ good-sized defense
biidget (about 20 per cent of the national
badget).?

The Social Democratic and Communist
parties both attackéd Norway's member-
ship in' NATO, advoeating large cuts in
the military budget ds well. The Social

Democratic Party line was neutralist
with heavy reliance on the United Na-
tions as the organ for settling interna-
tional disputes. The Communist Party
foreigm policy faithfully followed Mos-
cow. (I n1940 the Norwegian Communist
Party did not oppose the Nazi German
conguest of Norway for it was during the
Hitler-Stalin honeymoon era.” In 1956
the Communists characterized the Hun-
garian Revolution as counter-revelution-
ary.)

TABLE I
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION
OF PERSONAL INCOME
AFTER TAXES IN 1950

United States® Norwayt
Top 10th 27% 25,35,
2nd 15 15.8
Srd 13 13.2
dth 11 10.9
hth 10 8.6
6th 8 7.3
Tth 7 6.4
&th 5 5.5
9th 3 4.6
Bottom 10th 1 24

*Includes effects of federal personal
income tax only.

tIncludes effects of all taxes and food
subsidies.

Bources: Statistical Abstract of the United States,
1956, (Washinglon, U.S. Department of Commerce,
1988), p. 305; Del norske skattesystems virkninper
pa den personlige intekistordeling, (0slo, Statistisk
Seniralbyra, 1954), p. 88,

SOCIALISM

Socialism. The Labor Party was at-
tacked by the bourgeois parties for he-
ing socialistic and by the Communist
Party and Secial Democratic Party for
not heing socialistic.

The socialism of the NLP has, like the
old soldier, faded away. Einar Gerhard-
sen, prime ministey and chairman of the
NLP, stated in the May 31, 1957 Arbei-
derbladet (main organ of the NLP) that
the onee sharp differences between the
NLP and the bourgeois parties have dis-
solved; the bourgeois parties have accept-
ed most of the social changes instituted
by the NLP. Gerhardsen is correct that
the bourgeois parties now accept the ba-
sic social insurance laws that comprise
the Norwegian welfare state. However,
another and more basic reason for the
narrowing of differences between the
NLP and the bourgeois parties is that
the NLP’s socialism has become so atten-
nated.

At the NLP congress last Spring a con-
vention delegote had #o remind the na-
tional committes of the party that they
hod “forgotten' "to even mention the word
soclalism in their election progrem. This
program was a long, vaguely-written doc-
ument which stood for mankind, human
freedom bnd social security., All concrete
resolutions for notionalization of specific

PABLE 1

v

': HORWEGIAN PAiI.'I-.AMEHTﬁR-T ELECTION RESULTS, 1957
(Comparative 1953 figurds appear inside parentheses)

Votes Percentage Parliomenta
bﬁrf-y (in thousands) of toet:f seats "
Agrarian 154 (149) 87 (8.3) 15 (14)
LGhristian: Democratie 182 (187) 10.2 (10.5) 12 (14)
(]Binmtri‘list 60 (90) 34  (5.1) 1 (3)
Conservative 300 (295) 168 (16.6) 29 (27)
Hiabor - 863 (830) 484 (46.7) 78 (77)

iberal 170 (177) 9.6 (9.9) 15 (15)
ocial Democratic 3 * 0.1 ¥ 0 *

- The Social Democratic Party wag-formed in 1956.

mmm umnum Nu.s-ln:dSs mv,r«mmmlmm Washingten, D.C.
y & Wi =W

industries were rejected by the delegates
who oppeared content to follow the mod-
erate leadership of the party. Also reject-
ed was a resolution calling for company
boards of directors to have -a minorify of
labor members, Strangely enough, this miid
co-determination was originally conceived
of by NLP leadetrs who this Spring with-
drew their support of the idea following
its rejection by top Norwegian Federation
of Labor leaders.

It is due to the fact that the NLP has
watered down its former social demo-
cratic program that inm 1956 a rival work-
ing class party was formed. This new
party, the Social Democratic Party, is
comprised of former NLP members who
desire to implement ,the soecial demo-
eratic program of the NLP of former
days. A glance at the election results,

however, does not indicate that any large
segment of workers is willing to join this
small sect, notwithstanding its program.

The major basis of the Communist vote
is due to the NLP non-socialist program
and their wage restraint policies in con-
junection with the Norwegian Federation
of Labor. In Norway today there are Yery
few ideological followers of Moscow.

Both the Communist and Social Demo-
cratic Parties support nationalization of
certain industries and also mild co-deter-
mination.

Today, after 17 years of Labor Party
rule, over 80 per cent of gainfully-em-
ployed Norwegians aré employed by pri-
vate enterprises and there is no workers’
control in industry. There are very few
Norwegians who even know that the NLP
in 1920 was a revolutionary Communist
International-affiliated party whose pro-
pram was “socialization” (nationaliza-
tion) of basie industries and all power to
the councils (soviets) of workers, farm-
ers and fishermen.

1. Economic Survey of Europs in 1955 (Geneva, United
Natienz, 1958), n. 44,

% Arbeiderd Katrndmn 1957 ((uls, Nerwegian Lalor
Party, 1056), p. 76.

3. Bee the Communist daily Arbeideren durlty April and
May, 1940, especially April 15 and 22

SPOTLIGHT

[Continued from page 1)
they have also perfected and produced
anti-aireraft missiles of sufficient deadli-
ness to make the Americgn strategic bomb-
ers obsolete, they have, or will have for
a short while; the wnquestionable global
milifary superiority which the United
Staotes had between Hiroshima and the
Russian development of atomic weapons,

Does thiz mean that the Russians are
about to attack Western Europe, or to
issue an ultimatum to the United States
and the rest of the capitalist world:
either surrender and be occupied by our
troops, or we will wipe you off the map?

It does not mean that any more than
the American atomic monopoly of the
late '40s meant that America could have
destroyed Stalinism by a similar ulti-
matum. A few political madmen advo-
cated a “preventive war” then in this
country; and there may be a few mad-
men who advocate it in Russia now. But
there is no reason to believe they are in
power, or can get there.

It should be evident that the develop-
ment of the Russian ICBM (and that is
the real power significance of Sputnik)
does not alter the actual relation of power
between Russia and the United States, or
it does so only for a short while and in a
way which Is moere of psychological than
of material importance. No one doubts
that the United States Is capoble of pro-
ducing an ICEM in a short while, and the
Sputniks to go with i#. What hes been
altered, for one fhing, is the understanding
Americans have of material relations of
power, and since our understanding is
now closer fo reality, thet is all fo the
good, But the foct remains that techno-
logically and economically #he: United
States is stiil a very lorge distance ahead
of Rassia.

And another fact which remains is
that once a country has reached a stage
in its scientific and technological devel-

opment like that which prevails in the
United States, what counts is not its
ability to advance rapidly toward the
congquest of space. What counts is its
politienl ability to put this science and
technology to maximum use for the bene-
fit of its people and all mankind.

The ery rises in the country now: we
must train more seientists and techni-
¢ians, or the Russians will surpass us in
this field. But that is absurd, a produect
of panic, To get into space is an exciting
and fascinating adventure for mankind.
But it will not solve a single social, po-
litical or economic problem on this earth
during the next few decades. Nor will a
single such problem be solved solely by
the training of tens of thousands of
scientists and engineers,

We are for subsidizing the troining and
education of young people becouse it
benefits them and can be of general bene-
fit to the world. We are for more money
spent on basic research, for the same rea-
son. But all of that can be really useful
to Americo ond to the world only if we
find the political and social means of using
the talents of these young people to raise
the stondards of living and the cultural
level of mankind. It is not the low level of
technology which keeps miilions of Amer-
icans in material and spiritual misery. 1I¥
is the irrationality of our social and eco-
nomic institutions.

And to the extent that Sputnik drama-
tizes the advancement of Russian tech-
nology, its long run effect may be devas-
tating to the social rule of the bureauc-
racy there. For the Russian worker,
farmer and intellectual may have a new
dimension added to kie question: if my
country can mateh the imperialist world
in means of destruction, and ecan begin
the exploration of space, why can't it
give me a decent apartment, and the
right to free speech; press and political
organization?
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Labor Party Left

Where Do We

By OWEN ROBERTS

Lbﬂdon, November 8

Where do we go from here? That is the question now being asked
by the more advanced sections of the British Labor Party left wing. It
is a question prompted by a series of ‘circumstances. First, the conse-
quences of the recent Party annual conference which resulted in an all-
along-the-line win for the right wing in policy formulation. Second, ‘Eh.e
role plaved at the conference by Nye Bevan when he formed an active

alliance with the right wing in or-
der to defeat a left wing resolution
‘on nuclear weapons. Third, and
steming from the second, the tail-
ing away of Bevanism as the main
-motive force of the left wing.
‘Fourth, the reaction of the labor move-
-ment to the general sharpening of the
-class confiict as the Tory government
presses its disinflationary policies with
‘Lheir inevitable consequences.

_ The first three conditions are linked
‘tightly fogether and it is impossible to
split them for purposes of analysis.
‘Briefly, the right wing was able to win
its way al the recent Party conference
because Pevanism has played out its
-initial historical role within the BLP.
‘Having failed to develop beyond this
point, it exposed the weakness of the left
wing and also threw into sharp reliefl the
fundamental instability of Bevan's po-
litical position ag a positive force in its
own right rather than as a negation of
the right wing.

BEVANISM NO PROGRAM

Bevanism was never really = political
grogram in the Lobor Party. It waos rather
a tendency or a mood which encompassed
a wide range of political ottitudes from
disgruntled Fabians on the one hand %o
ninety-nine per cent Stalinists on the other.
Its merit, however, was that it was the
medium through which dissenting voices
could speak. Thus Bevenism can rightly
claim to' have prevented the drift right-
wards in the British labor movement and
4o have averted the once very recl and
apparent danger that all views coming inte
conflict with the right wing ond Party bu-
reaucrocy would be gquickly silenced.
Bevanism made it possible for a left wing
to exist inside the Labor Party and, more
important, made it possible for the best
elements of the British Morxist Left to
werk within the Labor Party in contact
with the mass organization of the warking
class rather than operote as introverted
litHe sects cuiside of the main stream of
the broad laber movement.

The gathering of what has frequently
been described as an “amorphous Left”
behind the banner of Bevanism never got
beyond its first stage of development, for
several reasonz. The prime reason was
that Bevan znd his immediate associates
(for real Bevanism has always essen-
tially been confined to Bevan's immediate
associates in Parliament or on its
fringes) failed to develop a consistent
anil eohevent policy in conjunction with
the larze seclion of the rank and file
which was dissatisfied with the policy ad-
vanced by the right wing leadership. In-
stead, personalities—and largely the per-
sonality of Bevan—filled the space which
should have been occupied by pelicies
and emotional discontent was the adhe-
sive which kept the amorphous Left in
loose contaet,

POLITICAL WEAKNESS

" Because the leading Bevanites failed to
develop a laft wing policy to pose as an
dlternative -Hefove the Party they could
not (and had little need to) organize the
1éft wing in any poesitive fashion. The -
weekly Bevanite newspaper Tribune per-

fornied the role of a lelt wing passport

kut then, when it could have been the

foeal peint around which the Left could

have rallied, discussed sud formulated-
positive policies, it waz restraine] be-

cause of the political weakness of leading *
Bevanites.

Such o sltuction could exist for seme
while in the early stages foilowing the

emergence of Bevanism in 1951 when Bevan

and a number of his associutes quit their
posis-in the Labor g?vernmeml'. But as the

years passed and it became apparent that
Bevanism was not going to develop beyond
its infant stages it sheuld have become
equally apparent that the more advanced
sections of the left wing must make ready
to force the pace. Unfortunately this did
not happen, and it is something for which
all of us on the Left must bear responsi-
bility. There is little doubt that we sow
the situation arising as articles written
over the past few years bear witness, Buf
—for a variety of reasons—we ¥ailed to

really do anything about it other than .

write occasional orticles and make occo-
sional reference to it in speeches, Because
no section of the Marxist Left carried the
bread amorphous left wing beyond the
first stage of Its development (Bevanism)
it became weakened relotive to the right
wing.

GROWTH OF IDEAS

The worsenimg pasition of the left in
relation to the right has been further
accentuated over the past couple of years
hecause the right wing has made real ef-
forts to give its ideas positive form. It
has posed before the Party the main is-
sues of the day (often posing them, of
course, in a way most soitable for solu-
tion by right wing remedies) and then
has endeavored to show why these prob-
lems cannot be overcome by the applica-
tion of “outworn slogans and dogmas”
and why it is necessary to “rethink” the
attitude of the Party onm many matters
now most important in contemporary so-
clety (most important, that is, in the
eyes of the right wing).

The outcome of this situation has been
the growth of right wing ideas, not in a
gquantitative sense but gualitatively, as
the process of discussion and interchange
has built up, or grafted onto earlier right
wing ideology, a whole set of essentially
reformist ideas aimed at the apparent
solution of issues which loom large in the
publie eye at this moment.

With Bevanism having outlived its use-
fulness in its first form and failing to
develop into a more advanced stage and
the right wing making ideological prog-
ress, conditions were ripe for an over-all
turn in the attitude of the Labor Party,
and that is what happened at the recent
Brighton conference. It was brightly il-
luminated because Bevan himseld acted
as the catalyst for the fusion of the ¢en-
terite groupings of the Right and Left
wittgs. And as the whole of the right
wing has shifted slightly centerwise in
face of the Tory government’s policies
the aefton of Bevan was the expression
of the amalgam of the left center with
the right wing leadership, With such an
alliance of forces on the Right, coupled
with the weaker political expression of
the Left, the result of the Brighton con-
feremee could not have been anything
other than a win for the leadership.

NO CLEAR ANSWER

All ef this leads back to the starting
point, where the left wing soys: Where de
we go from hera? And so far there op-

" pears o be-no. cléar answer beyond the

generally cgreed fact that big strides
mush siow-be made to take the left wing
far beyond Bevanism in its political atH-
tude, Just how ¥his is going to be done is
nof yet clear, but some of the conditiens
which wili g=wern it can be ouilined,

o First, “4lthough Be¥afi i= at the mo-
ment. in. alliance with the right wing
leadership there is no guarantee just how

~long s will Tast: Bevan himsell appears

to be faking the attitude that he must
lceep his mouth firmly closed on any dif-

ferences whieh, now. exist between him- |
self and 4he right swWing and concentrate | 1iCy A EUC AZIRIL .
all his activities against the Tories. Just | monolithism in “Poland which had been
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Wing Is Asking
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when he will decide that such conditions
no longer apply cannot be determined,
and indeed is really of no consequence.
All that needs to be noted is that at some
future date Bevan is likely to again come
into conflict with the leadership. This
could prove a diversion to the left wing
forees, for if they now begin to move for-
ward in their political attitude they need
to be on their guard against any out-

" bursts which may stunt their develop-

ment and turn them back to the position
of 1951.

BEST OF BEVANISM

Second, although Bevan's limitations
have now been clearly revealed it must
not be assumed that all the Bevanite
leadership which now remains can be
considered in the same light. The fact
remains that the Bevanite camp still for-
mally exists, but it is alive with contra-
dictory forces. The attitude taken by
Bevan is but one which now exists with-
in the Bevanite leadership and it con-
trasts with that of, say, Tribune editor
Michael Foot who has always been fur-
ther to the left than Bevan and much
more developed as a politieal thinker of
the left. Foot’s advanced positions shows
itself now in the fact that he supports
the left wing against Bevan on the cen-
tral issue of whether Britain should
make nuclear weapons. Foot represents
all that is best in Bevanism (or what re-
mains of it) and therefore must be con-
sidered as an ally by those who wish to
lead the left wing to higher stages of
political development,

Third, the general climate in which the

left wing will be required %o operate in -

the immediate future will be largely die-
tated by the reaction of the labor move-

Gomulka Regime in Poland Seen |
At New Stage of Development

By A. RUDZIENSKI

After the youth riots in Warsaw,
after the suspension of Po Prostu,
the organ of the October Left, the
Polish regime had entered a new
stage of development. Although the
hasic conquests of the October up-
surge remained intact (the disso-
lution of the Stalinist collective
farms, religious freedom, and the
workers councils), freedom of the
press was limited as the suppres-
sion of Po Prostu and the introduc-
tion of government censorship showed.
The youth answered with anti-Gomulka
demonstrations in the heart of Warsaw,
but the working class and the peasants
remained passive, fearing armed inter-
vention by Russia. In this way Gomulka
took an important bastion of the October
Left, the free press, which iz now under
government «contral.

After this “victory™ over the wyouth,
who together with the workers had ele-
vated him to power, Gomulka opened fire
against the opposition in the official par-
ty. He attacked not only conservative
Stalinists, but primarily the “revision-
ists,” that is, the October Left, the cur-

rent which corresponds to the closed. Po..

Prostu.

Geomulka's expesé of the party is proof
that under the Impaoct of the October up-
surge the cmnipotent -pariy organizaiion
was crushed ond thot if is incocpoble of
excrcizing power without & oreat purge.

As we have written in former a?ticiea,
there are three eurvents in the pariy:
the Stalinist conservative right of “Nate-
lin," the Gomuikaist center, and the *“re-
visionist” October Leit. After winning
the first battle against the youth, Gomul-
ka is now moving to the next stage of
his policy: reconstruction of totalitarian

N U )
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#o consolidate a large section of the Labar

-his friends follow him the better, Thesé

gram around which to gather and cam-

ment to the mounting Tory attack on work-
ing class standards as part of its disin-
flationary policies. The main force aligned
ogainst the Tories and employers will be
the trade unions, and there are many signs
of grewing militancy within their ronks.
However, ‘there are also signs that the
right wing leadership of the Party wants
te dampen down the militant attitude of
the unions. The reasoning being that on
current showing the Laber Farty has as
good as won the next general election, hut
the one thing which the right wing feels
might upset things is a large strike waye
in circumsfances where the unions could
not fail o come into conflict with the gov-
ernmeni itself and the strikes thus take
on .a political character. This stretching
between straightforward frode union ege-
nomic interests and the electioneering pos-
sibilities of the Labor Party (tinged with
the right wing dislike of political strikes}
bas only just begun, but the way in which
it.develops will have a definite beqring -
on what role the left wing will have to
play both in relation to immediate tactics
and as part of its longer term objective

left behind a positive and coherent policy.

CLEAR UP IDEAS

As may be imagined, the rather sharp
development of events on the Labor left
has produced many reactions. There are
those of the left who seriously believe
Bevan has sold out to the right wing in
return for the promise of a post in the
next Labor government. There are others
who have consigned all those associated
with Bevan to the rubbish heap. And yet
others who say that the departure of
Bevan is a good thing because he never
was any good to the left and the =zopner

attitudes, and various combinations of
them, are to be expected as a natural re-
action to recent movements. The imme-
diate task of the Marxist left wing is to
clear these ideas up, explain to often em-
bittered vank and filers just what has
happened and why it has happened and
then to provide them with a positive pro-

paign. g

destroyed by the popular impact. He can
achieve this only by a great purge, that

is by totalitarian, fundamentally Stalin- -

ist methods,

Of course, we hope that the big purge
in Poland will not be as bloody as the
old ones in Russin. We are now in the
vear 1957, the break-up of classic Stalin-
ism is behind us, and Poland is situated
alittle further to the west than Russia.
But Gomulka's intention is to rebuild a
“monolithie,” “Leninist” (or Stalinist)
party, as in the good old days of Stalin,
when millions and millions of revolution-
ary workers and intellectuals died as
“mad dogs of the counter-revalution.”

Thus Gomulke is discovering a “new
face" of his personality, which is the ald
snout of the Stelinist burcaucrat. He .is
carrying out the points of his agreement
with Khrushchev consistently. Gnmaliu_: has
ceased to be the leader of the October
upsurge. He is no longer a nationel leader,
for he sold his birthright for a mess of
potfage. As the price for Khrushchev's
recognition of his regime he gove up the
independence of Foland's foreign pelicy
and agreed fo the liquidation of the Oc-
tober Left. He hos gone fo Berlin and ta
Belgrade as o messenger for Khrushehev,
and has thus rendered him great services,

But with this change in his policy, his
regime has changed basically, It is np
longer a transitional regime, raised by
the revolution and opposed to Stalinism.
It js now a regime of October’s liquida=
tian and of a return to a new type of
Stalinism. To be sure, this turn implies
an alternative ‘of a growing revolution-
ary opposition and of overcoming “Go-
mulkaism,” The stiikes in the mines and
factories and the youth demonstrations,
show a clear road for the development of
a new Polish left. Gomulka is hardly
niaster of the politiea]l moment, and *no
longer a leader of the Polish people

-against Stalinism. He is condemmed to'.

.bolitical death, like the other .epigones
of Stalin's-totalitarianism, el
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Balance of Power —

. Two British Publications Reviewed.

By M. H. '

THE FERMENT IN THE social-
ist movement during the past year is
world wide. The explosive series of
‘events within the Stalinist empire,
the Twentieth Party Congress, Poz-
‘nan, the Polish and Hungarian Oc
tobers, the Russian intervention, these
. have resulted in a surge ol discussion,
so often among socialists who wouldn’t
talk to each other the day before yes-
‘terday. Publications have developed
in this new context: in Belgium, La
Gauche, organ of the left-wing Social
Democracy; in France, La Commune,
the publication of the Liason and Ac-
tion Committee for Workers Democ-
racy, a left socialist grouping; and in
England two very interesting maga-
zines, Universities and Left Review,
and the New Reasoner,

Universities and Left Review (Busi-
ness Office: The Business Manager,
Magdalen College, Oxford) unites a
broad range of socialist opinion. Its
second issue contains articles by those
who have only recently broken with
the Communist Party, by various
types of left socialists and by some
from the reformist wadition. The re-
sult is stimulating, varied, and to the
outsider, somewhat confusing. There
is a literal babel of voices, most of
them young. The contributors are pri-
marily the younger intellectuals, some
of them still in graduate school, oth-
ers teaching in different colleges and
universities.

The Review is part of the remark-
able break-up of rigid lines which has
taken place in England, A forum

~movement mushroomed there during

the last year, and some of the ac-
tivities of the Review group have at-
tracted hundreds. Evidently the oper-
ation will take some kind of organi-
zational form since the Review is
sponsoring lecture tours in Britain, in
Paris and in the United States. The
primary orientation seems to be to-
ward the British Labor Party as the
proper arena for socialist activity in
England, though there are a host of
attitudes on what policy should be
followed within it. .

REVITALIZATION

Clearly, the Review is an important
sign of the revitalization of the left in
England. At this stage, its very broad-
ness has much to recommend it. Pure
and simple discussion cannot, of
course, predominate forever, but in
the present context it is an important
and hopeful step toward the recrea-
tion of a strong socialist left in Eng-
Jand.

The New Reasoner is much nar-
rower than Universities and Left Re-
view. It is the successor to the Reas-
oner, the opposition organ published
in the British Communist Party (and
banned by it). Its editors are John
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Saville and E. P. Thompson, and the
note it strikes in its Summer 1957 is-
sue is one intermediate between the
former Stalinism of its contributors
and democratic socialism. Hyman
Levy, whose outspoken speech against
the Party leadership was one of the
high-points of the British Communist
Party Comnvention this year, has an
article on "Soviet Socidlism”™ which is
indicative of the magazine's gencral
tendency: ’

FAR CRY

If this leading Soviet light, then, was
gunilty of Marxist fallacy, guilty of a
space-time anachronism in talking of
their having passed the stage of Bourge-
ois Capitalist Democracy, so also are those
from Capitalist Democracies who persis-
tently demand for Soviet citizens what
they regard as justice, freedom of ex-
pression and free elections, in the spe-
cial sense in which they operate here,

This is obviously a far cry from
democratic socialsm. It-could be char-
acterized as the -Deutscher-Mollet
amalgam, or the theory of Marxist
imperialism, since it is predicated on
the idea that whole peoples are some-
how (by reason of tradition, past his-
tory, etc.) not “ready” for democracy
and require a period of tutelate, i€,
“la Mission Civilatrice,” Le., exploi-
tation by a ruling class. And yet, for
Levy and his co-thinkers it is not
simply Deutscherism, or some similar
brand of Stalinist reformism. For
them, it is a step away from an old

. position, it is the indication of move-

ment toward a democratic conception
of socialism. If it pssifies at its present
point, then it will definitively become
a form of totalitarian apologetics. But

if it moves, if it continues to confront

the developing situation under Sta-
linism, then we may’hope that it will
become something quite different

But the Reasoner is not devoted to
the Russian question alone. There are
a series of interesting articles (includ-
ing a translation of Tibor Drey’s
story, “Behind the Brick Wall”: Drey,
it will be remembered, played a con-
spicuous role in the Hungarian Rev-
olution). Still, the main significance
of the magazine lies in the fact that
it is one more element, and an impor-
tant one, of the world wide tendency
toward socialist realignment.

Out of developments like this, it is
possible that the socialist movement
may recapture the vision and human-
ism which were dealt such a tragic
blow by the destruction of the Octo-
ber Revolution,

Kohler Strike

The strike at Kohler’s is in its fourth
vear, It was impossible for the company
to utilize the same Taft law provision be-
cause it was facing union unfair labor
practice charges. After long delay, an
NLRB trial examiner upheld the union
on almost every count and ordered the
reinstatement of all discharged strikers
except 45 active unionists. This omission,
the UAW will appeal to the full NLRE.
The UAW immediately offered to settle
the strike on the basis of the examiner’s
recommendations but the company turned
down the proposal. The Kohler strike and
boyeott go on,

o
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(Continued from page 1)
then prezident of the Teamsters Union,
boasted of controlling six out of thirteen
geats on the old AFL Council. Tt was un-
der his® regime in the Teamsters that
Beck and Hoffa rose to prominence. It
was this old AFL that held control over
a majority of the organized workers. The
CIO alone could not break the hold of
‘the established conservative officialdom
of the AFL and under its sheltering
wing, corruption was nourished.

Even now, after the merger constitution
adopted machinery against corrupt prac-
tices, after the exposures, the racket boys
can count upon allies. Some, like Harry
Bridges, have in common eonly a mutual
fear of isclation but nothing more. Others,
like Joe Curran, are engaged in small time
factional maneuvers that give comfort to
crooks. But the real point of suppert for
persisting corruption comes from the most
conservative elements in the old AFL.

Anthony Valente resigned under fire
from hiz job as president of the United
Textile Workers Union on November 2.
He was bitter because no one had spoken

up for him at the AFL-CIO Executive’

Couneil meetings although he claimed
that 12 of the 29 Council members had
prondsed to support him. But, he said,
“They reneged on their commitments."
He didn't say who they were, but it is
easy to believe that there are Council
members who privately would like to eall
off the crusade against grafters but are
too prudent to say so in public.

“SUCKEDIN..."

Hoffa has been working closely with
building trades groups, ostensibly to pro-
tect their jurisdictional eclaims against
the. CIOQ mmions. Early last month, build-
ing trades leaders from eight Midwest
states met in Detroit. Richard Gray,
president of the Building Trades Depart-
ment, told them, “We were sucked into
a convention (the merger) where we
were hopelessly outvoted.” After his
speech, a resolution was adopted that if
no satisfactory solution is found to the
jurisdictional problem by March 1958,
“all building and construction trades,
international unions shall cease paying
per capita tax to the AFL-CIO.

This was reported ot the Teamster con-
vention to give encouragement to the ma-
chine. West Coast Teamster delegates re-
ported that a similar resclufion was enly
narrowly averted by o technicality at o
recent convention of the Callfornia build-
ing trades, On November 8, ot o meeting
of the Detroit Building Trades Council, the
building trades unions were colled upon to
withdraw their 3,500,000 members from
the AFL-CIO unless they get satisfaction.

We recall, too, that William Hutcheson,
president of the 800,000-member Car-
penters Union, telegraphed prompt con-
gratulations to Hoffa upon his success at
the Teamsters convention. Hutcheson
was charged in Indiana with being mixed
up in a land-selling swindle; he was not
indicted; but he took refuge in the Fifth
Amendment against giving testimony
and has never been asked to explain him-
self before any union committee,

Now, the exposure of Nathan W. Shef-
ferman at the Senate Committee reveals
how econveniently degenerate union offi-
cials fit in with the plans of ruthless em-
ployers. Shefferman was able to parlay
the sweetheart agreement into a thriving
business with a national hook-up. More
than 300 firms paid him hundreds of
thousands of dollars to keep out unions;
but where this was impossible he had the
contacts to bring in corrupt or tractable
unions instead. In one case, he helped
destroy a loecal of the Packinghouse
Workers Union and then brought in a
local of the Bakery Workers Union whose
president James Cross stands eondemmned
for grafting. In Boston, he tried to oust
the Retail Clerks Union from Sears Roe-
buck and install an amenable Teamster
Tocal in its place.

But it would probably be a mistoke to
conclude that crooks are aided in the labor
movement only by other crooks. The fact
is that many lobor leaders see nothing
terribly immoral or unethical in the proe-
tices revealed at the Senote hearings and
condemned in the AFL. Or, if they do, they
see no reason for all the fanfare. True,
some lobsr leaders enriched themselves.
Bet. many conservotives must think, if
they were businessmen no one would both-
er them. What is so wrong, they ask, with
profiting from business -connection; with

s aceepting leans from those for whom you

do o favor; why split up the labor move-
ment over such trifles?

Right now, the overt line of division
inside the onion movement is between
honest men and thieves. It is a grotesque
peculiarity of the American labor move-
ment that the grave issues before it
could be defined in such a fashion. It must
be diseouraging to those who see only
this: a mighty social movement preoccu-
pied with picking out fleas. But that is
_only how it seems.

Actually, conservatives in labor are
oppressed by the fear that “radical”
trends will be strengthened by the expul-
sion and destruction of grafting union
officials. Radieal, that is, by the stand-
ards of American union leadership. And
they are right.

Now, there is a totally new balance of
power in the union movement and two
different conceptions of the role of the
labor movement are pitted against one
anothér. One is the old, narrow conserva-
tive view which assigns labor only the
most primitive tasks and hopes to per-
form them without coming to the atten-
tion of the nation. Those who hold it can
afford to shrug off little things like pri-
vate graft and sharp practices.

But the other is o conception of o broad
political and social role for laber. From
this standpeoint, the unions cannot appeal
for justice and equality for all if their own
officiols use them to get rich quick,

Those in the old leadership who recon-
ciled themselves to merger under the illu-
sion that it would bring only a paper
unity while everything went on as before
are bitterly disappointed. For it is clear
that their day is at last coming to an end.
They are being shoved aside by the slow
evolution of a labor movement which now
takes in a majority of the industrial
working elass.

RESPONSIBILITIES

When this labor movement arose and
grew, it began by wresting more from
the employers and went on to dispense
great social power in national life,
With its power, came the counter moves
of business to curb-it: government con-
trols; Taft-Hartley; right-to-work Jaws;
restrictions on labor political rights.
Now, the small change of old-line busi-
ness unionism is not enough. There is
politics; there is economics; there is so-
ciety. With its power, unionism takes on
responsibilities, not only to its own mem-
bership but to the nation and it will be-
gin to fulfill those responsibilities or be
chiseled down.

When the AFL and CIO united less than
two years ago, it was a sign that the la-
bor movement as a whole was beginning
to face wp to its tasks. It wos the first big
sign in 20 years of a new surge forward.
For nearly 20 years, despite its growing
numbers and influence, since the early days
of the New Deal in 1938, not a single piece
of important soclal legislation had been
won by the labor movement. Despite all
the advances on the economic front, there
was a stalemate.

And now it was time to break out. The
united labor movement was to direct it-
self to organizing the unorganized not to
jurisdictional warfare; it was to inten-
sify political action; it was to wipe out
Jim Crow and support the fight against
racism in national life; it was to rally the
Neero people to its side by supporting
their fight for democracy in the South
and everywhere; it would strike down
erooks and recapture the old crusading
spirit.

It was a moment long awaited. But
nothing spectacular happened, not be-
cause the promises were illusory but, for
one reazon, because the labor movement
is compelled to pause and settle accounts
with the rackets which it brings along
from its past. The fight against erooks,
gansters, and easy-money men must be
looked upon as mnothing less than the
preparation for carrying out the prom-
ises and prospects of labor unity.
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YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE

TEN CENTS

SLEVRRACIEN i 3CW=IVE Apyil Editor Sees Genuine

Exchange On Socialist Youth Movement

Dear Comrade:

[ am sure that, as socialists dedicated
to the pursuit of truth, you will have the
courtesy to publish an unabridged cor-
rection of three false statements contain-
ed in your article of November 4, “YSL
Tour Makes New Friends In Pacifie
Northwest Area.”

First and second, you refer to “a
broad socialist youth movement unaffil-
iated to any adult group” . . . “which the
Socialist Workers Party is currently try-
ing to establish,” (1) The group to which
you refer as a mere idea is already, after
only some two months of existence, sub-
stantially larger than the YSL. Given
this and the fact that it publishes the
only national socialist youth newspaper,

it would be somewhat more accurate to
refer to the YSL as “currently trying to
establish” a youth movement. (2) In
the New York Young Socialist Alliance,
which is the only local group of which I
can speak with authority, non-and anti-
SWPers, such as myself, constitute the
majority.” Our group, however, appar-
ently attaches somewhat less importance
to such sectarian considerations than
does yours.

(3) And most important: On no fewer
than three oceasions in the article do
you suggest that the Young Socialist Al-

F:lrst cumrade De Haan spea.ks
of “false statements” and the “pur-
suit of truth.” As will become ap-
parent, the differences between us
are not those of representation and
misrepresentation but of opinion.
Challenge regards it as unfortunate
that comrade DeHaan felt it neces-
sary to phrase the differences in
the terms which he uses.

(1) According to comrade De
Haan this group is already “sub-
stantially larger” than the YSL. In
the YSL's extensive Fall organization
campaign which has reached a good
twenty campuses, we have encountered
a forum group along the line proposed
by the SWP in a few cities, mainly New
York, Philadelphia, Los Angeles. As far
as we have been ablé to determine, these
groups have not formed any kind of
national organization, have no political
program, have had no national organiza-
tional meetings, Oufr impression is, there-
fore, that the statement about these
loosely related groups being “substan-
tially larger” than the ¥SL does not
coincide with our observations through-
out the United States.

{2) These groups were started on the
initiative of the SWF and the Left Wing
Coucus which split from the YSL. We
maoke our stotements regarding this fact
becouse of our immediate, personal con-
tact with the initiators of this group. We
know that it is literally impossible for a
youth group, en a national scale, in the
United States to support itself on #the
basis of youth resources alone. The cost
of an office, of publications. of phones,
etc., require some aid from on odult or-
ganization, either through aoffiliotion or
fraternal relation. If, as comrade De Hoan
asserts, there is a functioning notional
arganization which binds together  the

it must face this problem. Further, all past
experience leads us to the conclusion
that the labers of the SWP in this regard
are not alfreistic. There is, of course;
nothing wrong with such on approach,
but we feel that those who ore involved
im it should know what is goning on.

liance and its fraternal groups in other
cities are unwilling or unable to “sup-
port demoecracy everywhere,” I quote
you the (following paragraphs from
the Constitution of the Young Socialist
Alliance:

"The YSA supports the struggles of
the working people of all races and na-
tions against their cppressors. The YSA
places itself in mnalterable epposition to
imperialist policies on the part of any
nation on earth and wpholds- the right
of all pecples to self-detarmination.

"The YSA rejects the notion thot so-
cialism can be imposed against the wiil
of the people. We assert that there is
a necessary and intimaete relation be-
tween socialism and demceracy. Real
freedem caon come only with socialism;
but socialism can never come without
real freedom. Socialism does not trans-
cend or outmode the liberal freedoms;
on the contrary, it realizes and com-
pletes them. It is therefore necessary
to insist on the unqualified defense of
these rights at all times aond in all
places.”

Fraternally,
Ricuarb DEHAAN,
Viee-Chairman
YOUNG SOCIALIST
ALLIANCE
New York, November 5

That there are non- and anti-SWPers,
for example in the New York Young So-
cialist Alliance, is a fact beyond dispute.
But how long can this “free-for-all” per-
sist? We believe that a socialist youth
organization must have a perspective,
above all, that it must be able to act in
the name of a political program. We are
pledged to building a broad socialist
youth movement, committed to democ-
racy everywhere and affiliated to a Debs-
ian Socialist Party. Ewentually; the
Young Socialist Alliance, and similar
formations, will have to determine their
relation to the socialist movement in
America in general. To those eomrades,
like De Haan, who are not' SWPers, we
can only say that we hope that they are
not then carried along by the sterile, un-
productive, dead-ending “revolutionism™
and sectarianism of the SWP.

(3) The article was not on the Young
Socialist Alliance, It was on the point
of view presented by an SWPer and
SWP sympathizer at a particular meet-
ing. Challenge vouches for the accuracy
of its report that this point of view re-
fused support to democracy everywhere.

As to comrade De Haan's defense of
the Young Socialist Alliance and its atti-
tude on democracy everywhere, we can
only say that we are delighted with this
development. When the YSL was original-
ly approached to participate in this en-
deavor, this demand of ours (that any
new group unambiguously support de-
mocracy everywhere) was rejected. We
are glad to see that the reality of Amer-
ican politics, if not ideological considera-
tions have resulted in this change of atti-
tude.

(4) Finally, we must point out that
the problem today is net that of simply
assembling a forum of many views. We
welcome such~forums, will participate in
them; but we are-convinced that they are
not-enough. In the YSL's wide-ranging
organizational campaign this Fall, we

- have seen that there is a erying need for
. a sdemocratic soctalist youth organiza-
few forums which we have cbserved, then -

tion embracing all democratic socialists.
We: have -z  perspective toward accom-
plishing this. We hope that De Haan,
and those like, him, will join with us, if
not now, then in the near future when
we participate in the formation of a na-
tionwide. socialist youth Drgmimﬁ.ﬁon af-
filiated to'a Debsian SP. .

Political Revival on Campus

“There is a genuine revival of interest
in politics and socialism on the half-
dozen campuses that I wvisited,” George
Rawick, editor of Anwil, commented at
the conclusion of his recent tour of the
Mid-West for the Young Socialist
League. Rawick spoke at off-campus
meetings in Pittsburgh, Columbus (Ohio
State University), Ann Arbor (Univer-
sity of Michigan) and Cleveland. While
the agents of the Asian flu eancelled
larger meetings in Ann Arbor and Cleve-
land, Rawick reports that he was able
to engage in good and lengthy discussions
of socialist polities with many interest-
ed students at these places,

PITTSBURGH

At Pittsburgh Rawick found an eager
group of students, most of whom did not
think of themselves as socialists, who
engaged in a very satisfying dialogue
with him on socialism, starting from his
general presentation of a socialist view
of the Alienation of Modern Man. Eaéh
member of the audience found the topic
to be of persomal relevance, and were
able to see the relation between what
were seemingly private problems and so-
cial reality.

At Columbus an excellent group of
graduate students and young instructors
met with Rawick for a very lively and
mutually challenging diclogue. In particu-
lar those present. many of whom consid-
ered themselves radicals and/or secialisfs,
were pessimistic ocbout the possibilities
for socialism in the United States and were
consequently wary of any organizetional
commitments at this time. The problem
that this group presented lies at the heart
of the attitudes of many who have either
left the organized socialist movement or
whoe are not eager to join it for the first
time. Rawick, on the basis of this discus-
sion and other stimulation, is at work on
an article on this subject which will ap-
pear in the forthcoming issue of Anvil,

The meeting at Chicago held under the
auspices of the Politics Club at the Uni-
versity of Chicago was the largest pub-
lice meeting of Rawick’s tour. He spoke
on a symposium with representatives of
the Independent Voters of Illinois, the
local Americans for Democratic Action
affiliate, and - the Demoeratic Party of
Cook County on the subject, “Liberals
and Labor: What Road to Political Ac-
tion.”

Rawick presented the case for a basle
realignment of American politics and the

need for a party of labor. He pointed to-
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the “daisy-chain' effect in American pali--
tics in which Reuther is tied #throug
many arms to Governor Faubus and Sena-
tor Eastland. Both of the other speakers
nominally assented to the idea of a basic
reconstruction of the Democratic Party
by forcing the Southern reactionaries out
of it, However, they were not particularly
interested in moking much of an issue.
this, nor reody to commit themseives to
fight for this. o

The representative of the IVI envisag- |
ed the task of the liberal to work in an[iﬁ
m{]ependen‘b organization such as 'the ©
IVI-ADA in order to place pressure up- '
on the Democratic Party. The Democratie. ?ﬁ
Party politician argued, of course, of
the political realism of working for nom-
inal things within his party. Rawick
and several members of the audience -
attempted to bring out a basic confron- -
tation of points of view. While this did
not- make for intellectual clarity, @ num- .
ber of socialists present were encourag-
ed by the fact that a liberal and a Dem-
ocratic politician were not horrified by
the idea of = basic restructuring of
American politics, were indeed in favor
of it, although this idea was not the cen-
ter of their political ideas.

TOUR PLANNED it

Rawick hopes to go on tour for the.
Young Bocialist League*agmn in Decem- -
her hoping at that time to spenl: in New
Haven, Buffalo, Antioch College, Madi-
son, as well as in most of the places.
visited during the current tour. The eur-
rent series of tours by Bogdan Denitch,-
Rawick, Michael Harrington and other |
socialist speakers has done much to help |
bring socialist political ideas to the cam-
pus and to help revive student political
interest. Rawick felt that there is a )
genuine reason for socialists to be opti-
mistic about the prospects for the social-:
ist youth movement on the basgis of hig *
contacts on his tour. The Young Social- .1-"
ist League, he felt, has an excellent lcnp-t
portunity for growth and for aiding in
the building of a unified and revived so- A
cialist movement. s

Boston U. Meeting

On Saturday evening, Nov. 9, Mel v
Stack presented the views of the Young
Socialist League on “Towards a Demo-
cratic Foreign Policy” to a group of stu=
dents at Boston University. The meet-
ing was sponsored by the Students for
Democratic Action c¢lub of Boston Uni-
versity. - ]

In his talk, Stack concentrated on the -f1
dangerous drift that is taking place .in’ Ji
the world, a drift that could posubly
lead to the outbreak of the nightmare
of a nuelear Third World War. He ém-
phasized that the theory of military con-
tainment, which presently guides both:
the government’s foreign policy and the
liberal approach, will neither contain
Communism nor bring peace to the world,;
Instead we must strive towards the cre-
ation of a truly democratic foregn pohcr.
And this would coneretely mean the emi—
ing of all H-bomb tests, the withdmwalr
of all foreign troops fmm Europe, the
call for self-determination in all coun-
tries, Spain and Algeria as well as Hun—
gary and Russia. 1

A lively discussion followed Stack"i_b»‘s‘
talk. Many of the students thought, Stack 4
had expressed their own feelings; othargg:',,,
had a more questioning attitude; none.
were hostile to this socialist ana]ysis of
foreign policy.

it
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INTRODUCTION

The following article on Arab Secialism is
translated from Die Neue Gesellschaft, a
German Social Democratic magazine (Sep-
tember-October, 1957).

A few words of introduction are in order.
For some time now, the most confusing re-
ports have reached America on Arab social-
fsm in general, and the Baath Party in par-
ticular. In articles and discussions LABOR
ACTION has tried to assemble some solid fae-
tual information on the movement (See spe-
cwuy LaBOR AcCTION for February 11 and
18, 1957). This, however, has been extremely
dzﬁicu!t The role of the socialists in the ecur-
Civent erisis in Syrie is o case in point, Are

they erypto-Communists? If not, what kind

of @ socialist tendency do they represent?
We have no information on the back-
rground of the author of this piece. Its au-
thority must, at’ least temporarily, rest upon
the fact that it was published by a major

‘theoretical organ of the German sociul democ-

cracy. But it also seems valuable in that Fed-
. wdersen’s estimation provides a working hy-
| . pothesis for dealing with the various actions

lacks in numbers.”

right,

of the Arab socialists which have recently
been reported in the American press. And a
few points of analysis should be emphasized.

The more or less standard interpretation
of the Baath Party in this country is that
it is a seeret agency of the Kremlin's foreign
policy and of domestic Stalinism in the
various Arab states.
Schanidt, writing in the October 27 New York
Times, remarks, “While Colonel Serraj him~
self stayed out of politics, his most effective
political allies were Akram Horant and his
pseudo-socialist ‘positive neubralist’ Baatk,

which has only fifteen seats in the Parliament
of 142, but makes wup #n vehemence what it

In terms of Feddersen!s analysis, this char-
acterization 1s too simple. If this report is
the weight of specifically socialist
ideology in the Baath movement is nol great.
And there is the political alliance with Mos-
cow which Feddersen describes. But the dis-
tinction which has been lost on most of the
American press is one between a political al-
liance with Russign foreign policy und the
jactual ideology of the movement. If the sep-
aration between politics and ideology is as

conelusions

It is here
port for

Thus, Dane Adams

Western an

sequence of
i

confined to
ried out, in

it increases

volved, but
translator,

Feddersen describes it, then the rest of his

. they lead to the judgment that the situation
i€ in fluzx, that the decisive form of the move-
~ment hgs not yet developed, and that it is
possible for Western socialists to influence
it in o democratic socialist direction.

eolorialism comes info play. As
Feddersen vemarks, one of the most erucial
f,acturs which inhibils real exchange between

of the French social democracy. And here,
we come face to foce with yet another con-

It is not simply that this does greal violence
to basic socialist principles; nor is it even

actual country where the attack is being cor-
that, it divides the world socialist movement,
to masquerade as socialists, it sets buck deni-

ocretic socialism, not only in the metropolitan
power and in the colonial nation directly in-

are extremely important. For

that the tragedy of socialist sup-

d Arab Socialism is the position

soctalist support of colonialism.

the things which happen in the

Algeria, for instance. More than

the opportunity of the Stalinists

throughout the world—M. H.,

THE MIDEAST
ARAB SOCIALIST MOVEMENT

| By JENS FEDDERSEN

T What is it, in the midst of all the accidents of daily political deci-

. gions, that dominates the Arab world, that enormous space which

‘ stretches from the Persian Gulf to the Atlantic, with a population today

¥ ts'rF ‘80 million and an anhmpated population in 2000 of 120 million? It

&7 is a_struggle with roots in European education which has become rebel-

f lmus against Europe, a fight which is waged against the absolutism of
]ﬁnngs sheiks and emirs who, those representatives of the past, often
enough are supported by Eng’land and France.

.‘ '-,"- _As it emerges, this struggle is sometimes led by those who speak in
" the name of socialism—by the Arab Socialist Party, the Baath-Party.
* It'is a Party of 80,000 registered members, where membership iz under-
stood as meaning a militant activism. In practice, each member is a funec-
i jonary, and only rarely is employed at a full time job. As the “core of a
{: eell" these members work almost exclusively for the party and are paid
by it.
, The greatest concentration of the Socialist Party is in Syria. The
" center for the Arab world, as‘a matter of fact, is in Damascus. There is
1 also @ relatively strong concentration in Aleppo, the textile city of Syria,
|-‘» and itisa pomt of focus for the entire neighboring area. This is under-
I standab]e gwen the fact that the monthly wage of textile workers in
i Aleppo today is about 40 marks, while the owners of the industry main-
i ~ tain luxury villas on the Mediterranean shore in nearby Lebanon. This
3 ﬂlscrepancy in living standards is both a case in point and a symptom—
E it shows a basic reason for the formation and spread of the revolution-
- ary socialist tendency, and for a general poht:cahzatlon in this region.

““Outside of Syria, the Baath Party has
grmms and organizations — sometimes
-Jegal, sometimes illegal — in Lebanon,
Jdordan, in pro-Western Irag, in Moroeeo,
!F:rmsm and in BEgypt. Ezypl however
is an exceptional case, Formally, there
is a socialist political groupinz. Buf in
o actuah’cv, its support of Nasser's pohcy
! d5' so thoroughgoing that it engages in
L macreal activity of its own. In Saudi
Apibia, all attempts to develop a party
‘have, heen abandoned, since the regime
E[‘:ouoht alls pressure at the dispesal of

¢ authoritarian state gmmt the or-
gamzatmn This, of course, is not simply
.f-, ecause of opposition to socialist domes-
i¥ Hiesand international policy, but because

| the Saudis will not tolerate, on principle,
“’tx’ﬁy kind of political groups in the coun-
vty “Inrag, the Socialists are illezal,
: ']:ule in uham:-n the*. am in open strug-’

This is a brief survey of the sprecd of
the Arab Secialists. To clarify their po-
litical and ideological standpoint requires
an understanding of the meoning of so-
ciglism in the Arab werld. Secialism here
means, almost exclusively, naticnalism,
the struggle for national independence,
with en emphasis upon social change. Cnly
in the distent future does this secial em-
phasis have anything fo do with the goals
of sociglism. The Areb Socialists ploce
nationalism in the foreground, and they
must do so. They fee! that the road o the
solution of pressing social prohlems re-
quires first: polifical victory. Concretely,
in those countries in which the socialists
are no# in the government, they earry on
their struggle fn naotional terms, ond only
with "this msssage. This, they feel, is the
enly wdy to reach the masses of the
people who, in this framsitional peried,

which - j: choracteristic of all the Arab

ey r.-:-—

I

these slogans.

states, are -pruc-ﬁ'l:ulij anesthetizud by

The situation is different in those coun-
tries where the "Socialists pamclpate in
the .government. For example, in Syr':a
Socialists hold the post of foreign min-
ister and labor minister, and an enor-
mous section of the officer corps is under
Socialist infiuence. Here, and in Egypt,
the relatjve weight between pure nation-
alism and social themes changes. And so-
cial progress has been made in Syria,
particularly in the industrial complex of
Damascus where the veactionary influ-
ence of the Bedouins is not as strong as
it is in the Aleppo region. But these vie-
tories of soecial policy are not so exten-
give that the socialists can dispense with
the narcotic of nationalism. Rather, there
is a changing proportion of the two ecle-
ments, with the national emphasis more
important. where the struggle is against

the conservative power supported by the’

Bedouin sheiks and the social more
prominent in the agitation among the
industrial and agricultural proletariat,

CONCEALED COMMUNISM?

It has often been said that Arab So-
cialism is a concealed form of Commu-
nism. Practical experience and investi-
gation disproves this assertion, without
removing the possibility that someday it
might become true. A definition of the
situation would go along the following
lines:

Avah Soecialism rejects Communist
ideology. It fights against ‘it, and seecks
to remove its partizsans from the ranks
of the Socialist Party. At the same time,
it joins with the Communists on the na-
tional question, tolerates them, and sees
the Soviet Union as a power which sup-
ports the Arab movement. In this con-
text, the Arab BSBocialists work with
Moscow in terms of the immediate na-
tional and international issues.

What does this mean in proctice? Ne
more, and no less, than that the Moscow
regime has a dependable ally in the Arab
Socialist movement, even though that
movement takes steps to keep Communist
ideology out of its ranks. Today, this ep-
position to Communist ideclogy, as seen
from the outside, has been effective. The
question is, however, how long can a dis-
tinction be maintained between Moscow
os o government ard Moscow as an ideol-
egy? Can it last for leng? The Kremlin,
with great insight, has understood. that
it must appear in the Arab worid as a-
regime. which. supports Arab governments.
5o far, Mescow has coarefully aveided comm
ing hefore the Arobs identified es5.an

Idealogy which it exports, and thus press.

ing against the socialists. However..in the:
long run this deveiopmen? fonds faword
en “expert of ideclogy through. the backe
door"
gnvernmeni.

But today, one cannot -:]_‘l'l.}m_‘tellze the
Arab Socialists as Communists. “And all’®

the evidence males it'seem unlikely that

they will heeome Communists i the fire-
seeable future. In partidular, the differ-

ences o the religious question ave of-
great: importance’ inoblocking this: dével-

opment, for whgwn .;nlays a venr 1mpnr-

—and the backdoor Is fhe Russion:

tant role in the Arab world. What is
probable is a continuation of the coop-
eration between the Arab Socialists and
international Communism, particularly
in terms of the new co-existence line.

THE LEADERS

Who are the leaders of Arab Social-
ism? There are three major personalities,
Here is a thumbnail sketch of them:

Akram Horani, 42 years old, general

‘gecretary of the Party, He is particularly
skilled in organizational work., A devout
Mohammedan, Expert mass speaker. He
iz called the "boss of the streets” in
Damascus, Beirut and Amman where his
influence upon the people is particularly
strong. As a young man he was an agri-
cultural worker. Studied in Paris, pohtl-
cally active since the age of 25,

a Communist. Like Horani, a general
gecretary of the Party. His specialty is
theory. Forty-nine years old, of consid-
erable intellectual power. Studied for a
while in Paris.

Salah Bitar. Forty-three years old.
Syrian foreign minister. Outspoken type
of revolutionary and politician. Was per-
secuted, arrested and sentenced by the
previoug conservative regime in Syria
and by the Lebanese and Jordanians.
Friend of Nehru. One of the “origina-
tors” of the pan-Arab idea. Friend of
Nasszer. Studied in Paris.

Contact between the Arab and European
socialists is, for most of the Arabs, un-
thinkeble. On the one hond, there is the
support of the French socialists for anti-
Arab policies, on the other, the whole
question of Israel, which is a decisive
peint. The only relationship is with the
Italian social democracy, since this Party
appears to the Arabs os "untainted.” The
cttitude foward the Germaon social De-
mocracy is not unfriendly, but is somewhaot
skeptical. For a long time, partly through
personal circumstances, there has been
contact with MNehru. Visits to New Dehli
are on the order of the day, and many
feel thot MNehru's influence is responsible
for keeping the Arob Socialisis out of the
Communist camp,

FUTURE OF MOVEMENT

The future of the Socialists is an
open  question throughout the
world. The West must not make the mis-
take bf thinking these parties Commu-
nist. In the first place, this simply isn't

503 .in the second, such an attitude drives.

thé Arab Socialists toward extréme po-
sitidns. Moreover, it is unreal to think
that the Arab Socialist movement can be
dippressed, as so many other movements
"Have been suppreszed. Today, the move-
meént “is already strong and maintains
eritvenched positions tlzmu_,._bouf the Arab
world. The decisive problem is that this

"fovement must serve the masses which

fhllow it, In this way, and it ig ergeial
for- the West, a socialist movement
stretehing from the Persian Gulf to the
Atlantic will be created. But if we ig-
noreit, then we will have the efféct of

wfinglly driving it into the arms of the

- Kyemlin.

Michael Aflak. A Christian. PrékuSIy-

Arab.
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The Ideal of the Russian Revolution
Is the Ideal of Socialism Today:

FREEDOM IN EQUALI

By MAX SHACHTMAN

The fortieth anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution of November 7, 1917, has been cele-
brated all over Russia and in many other coun-
tries.

The triumph of that revolution marked the
most important dividing line in the history of
mankind : between the end of the age of capital-
ism and the beginning of the age of socialism.
That is how every thoughtful person judged it
at the time and the judgment remains funda-

mentally sound, The forty following years have
shown, it is true, that this line is not,as straight
and clear as we first believed. It has often been
twisted and tangled up since the ten titanic
days that shook the world. It has bent back upon

“itself and been broken off by unforeseen detours
or overlaid with rubbish. But it has not been
obliterated from the consciousness and aspira-
tions of tens of millions of people, far more in
number today than there were four decades ago.
If the achievement of socialism will, as we be-
lieve, signify a great new epoch for man, there
is nothing in the annals of his striving for free-
dom that more fully merits celebration than the
first herald of the socialist age.

Counterrevolution

Yet, nowhere, least of all in Russia herself, did the
official celebrations of the revolution raise the banners
under which it was won or extol the program to which
it was devoted. There is no mystery about that. If the
workers and peasants who carried out the revolution of
1917 would fail to see the fulfillment of its promises
and hopes in 1957, it is not because the revolution has
matured and flowered beyond their dreams, but because
it was cut down and crushed by a eounter-revolution.
It is in reality this counter-revolution that has just heen
celebrated under the command of its beneficiaries, just
as it has been for a good quarter of a century. The
importance of this counter-revolution is hard to over-
state. Indeed? it can be said, even if it sounds para-
doxical, that the failure to understand this counter-
revolution lies at the hase of almost every misunder-
standing and misjudgment of the revolution which it
displaced. And those are in turn the source of most of
the immense confusion that prevails today about social-
ism and the socialist movement both among their sup-
porters and their opponents.

The essence of the Bolshevik Revolution was the trans-
ter of all power in the country to the Soviets {Councils)
of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies. Russia was
then being ravaged by a crisis inherited from the Czarist
regime and unalleviated by its first successors. The whole
people was sick and tired of the war; the peasants, who
formed the bulk of the population, wanted the land for
themselves; the workers wanted an end to the paralysis
in industrial life which was accompanied by rampant
prnﬁhﬂﬂng. and almost everybody wanted a democratic
regime that would wipa out all vesfiges of Crarist
autocracy.

Soviets and Democracy

The first heirs of collapsed Czarism could not even
begin to solve the crisis. The genius of Lenin, and of the
Bolsheviks whom he finally persuaded to- !ul]ow him,
lay ‘in’proposing a new and revolutionary solution to
the problems of thé erisis. Let the peasants simply take

the land they till. Let the workers themsélves set the.

economy into rational motion by establishing their own
organized control of industry, starting right in the
shops and factories. Let the people as a whole end the
war on the instant by propesing a democratic peace
without annexations or tribote. And who or what is to
guarantee that these measures can not onfy be under-
taken but carried out? The masses of the people them-
selves, not as brought together in institutions for which
the Bolsheviks or anybody else had worked out a fault-
less blueprint in a political laboratory, but as they had
alteady been brought together, spontaneously and nat-
urally, of their own accord, into organizations embrac-
ing virtually all the toiling people of city and village
and .the miiltary forces as well—the: Soviets.

The Bolsheviks did not invent -Sowiets, They did not
¢reate them; not'in the Revolution of 1906 or in the
Reévolution of 1917. These councils weére the elementary
form of the people's demand for self-detérmtination:and

_ sélfgovernnrent. The Bolsheviks:simply gave the cledr-
- détmimplest but mmt: inc‘i"&.m nxpmiun tn -this de-
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mand in terms of the:already organized life of the Ruos-
sian people. In a country where the official, although
unelected, government (the “Provisional Government”)
showed not the slightest ability to govern, let alone to
comply with the wishes of the people, the Bolshevik
slogan: “All Power to the Soviets!" proved to be irre-
sistible.

Tirelessly- and in longuage understandable by all, the
Bolsheviks repeated; If the peasant I to have the land,
if the worker is to have contral in the factory, if the
people are to have peace—the Soviets which already
embrace all the people must have the power to govern.
They pointed: out that even the most frantic opponents
of this idea, the supporters of the Kerensky Provisional
Government, nevertheléss always referred fo the Soviets
as the "revolutionary democracy.” The idea that the
revolutionary democracy should establish itself as the
state power prevailed. The Bolshevik Revolution thus con-
firmed the prediction and warery of the Communist Mani-
festo seventy years earlier: “The: first step in fhe revelu-
tion by the working class, is to raise’ the proletariat to
the po:iﬁu!l of the ruling class, to'win the battle of
democracy.”

"COMRADES, A TOAST—"

Expand or Perish

If this central characteristic of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion is not grasped in full as the heart and soul of the
revolution, of the reazon why the people rallied to the
Bolsheviks; and of why they all carried it through with

unexampled enthusiasm and sacrificing spirit, every-

thing of importance will be missed or misunderstood.
Lenin, who was so often plain to the point of bluntness,
even harshness, was never so direct, harsh, unambigu-
ous and unyielding as he was on this score in 1917. He
would not even listen to any proposals for a peace pro-
gram, for a land reform, for reorganizing the economy,
for any change or promised change in the social life of
the country, unless it was coupled with the proposal for
all power to the'people that would enable them in real-
ity to carry out the proposals in their own interests,
all power to the people already organized democratically
in their Soviets. In these muddled days, when the mere
word “planning,” for example, sends so many people,
including socialists, into paroxysms of approval, it is
instructive as well as refreshing to recall Lenin's own
words just a few days before the revolution:
“The proletariat, when victorious, will met thus.
It 1will set the- economists, engineers, agricultural
experts and o on to wirk out a ‘plaw’ under the con-
trol of the workevs’ organizations, to test it, to seck
means of saving labor by means. of mtrﬂh&m and of
securing the most simple, cheap, convenient, general
control, We shall pay the econowmists, smtist'iciam,
technicians, good money, but—but we shall not give
them m:yﬂamg ta eat unless they carry vut this work
honestly and entirely in the interests of the workers.
“We arein faver of centralizm and of a ‘plan,’ but
“it- must -be the centralism-and the plan of the prole-

. tarisn -étofe—the -prnislwm regulation -of -produc-

tion and-distribution in the interests of the poor;-the

laboring, the exploited, against the exploiters.”

Everywhere the italicized words are Lenin's, and tﬁar 1
give us a far truer idea of his own conception of A
aessential feature of the soetalist: revelution and ﬂm A
re¢hnstrietion of soeciefy on socialist foundations ’I;han.'
is to be found in a thousand books by his successors ur i
his adversaries. They give us also a true idea of what :
the Russian workers wanted at that time; and found'i m.
the program of the revolution. )%

This-is not the plice to set forth all the reasons why' o
the ideal of the.vevolution could not be maintained for
long in.the isolation of an economically backward lamd,. é
harassed for vears of its infancy by hostile forces-at.
home and abroad. It may suffice to say that thers were
few problems the revolutionary leaders were mofe .
keenly aware of than that of remaining in isolation
that is, of the revolution failing to éxtend its frontiers
to the more advanced countries of Europe. In that event ;I
—and. they did not hesitate to proclaim this view ovér
and over again—the counter-revolution would triumph
and the revolution would perish. In this, they provedito =
he only too tragically correct. They did not, to be surve, |
foresee the unique form and nature that the counter-
revolution would have, but then neither did anyone else. ©

In their desperate efforts to hold out until the revolus |
tion spread ‘to Western Europe, at least, the Bolshevik
leaders placed one curb after ancther upon the ldeal of
socialist democracy which had assured the initial victony
of the revolution. If the abused term, "degenerated work-
ers' state’” (or more accurately, deformed workers”
state], could be opplied #o the Russian revolution, thém
it was precisely in its early years, when it was still undér
the leadership of the Bolsheviks, and the term was lldu-i il
first. used and applied by Lenin himself.

At first, the curbs were imposed by the rigors of the
eivil war and the war aaginst foreign intervention, and,
on the whole, no working-class government could or i
would have acted otherwise. But when, after the civil. =
was ended, the curbs were not only maintained and ex- =
tended-but were even exalted as principles for a nnrrnal
development of socialism, the revolutionary ideal, the |
eszential characteristic of working-class self-adminis-
tration, starting in the factories and running all the -
way up to thé highest sovernmental institutions, was. |
undermined more and more gravely. Without the im-
credsingly conscious self-administration of society by
the producers—for which the constant expansion, not
restriction, of democracy is 8 synonym—socialism iz a
fraud, or in any case unrealizable.

Undermined Revolution

And to the extent that the archlr.ects of the revolutlon
restricted demoeracy, in the Soviets, in the trade-unions,
and even in the Bolshevik party itself in the first few
vears of the revolution, they contributed to the under-
mining of the socialist revolution itself, to enfeebling
the resistive eapacity of the socialist organism. In that
sense, they themselves unwittingly facilitated the wor}c
of the counter-revolution in completely destroying the
organism. Once this is said—and.the wisdom which
hindsight makes so much easier dictates that it be said—
the distinction must nevertheless be maintained. The
man who unthinkingly neglects to maintain the firée-
proofing qualities of the home cannot, regardless of jus-
tified eritieism, be equated with the arsonist whose work
of destroying the home utterly has been made easier.

The essence. of the Stalinist counter-revolution lies in
the destruction, root and branch, of every form, instifu-
tion and right of democracy. Perhops worsé even than
this sinister achievement is the fact that it has destroyed,
as it had 1o, the socialist thought of an entire generation *
of revolutidnists who were drawn, to the Russian Revoli- |
tion: those it has not corrupted intellectunily it has de-
moralized, those it has not demoralized it has disoriented,
those it has not disoriented it has reduced #o cynical
courtesans. The whole conception of the socialist seciety
and the road to it, the whole conception of a political
movement having socialism as its goal—all this has been
hideously distorted beyond recognition or resemblance.
to what it always was in the past. There is not a single
elemént in the defense of the Stalinist regime by ardent
advocate or mild apologist that is not an abominable,
discrediting abuse of socialism. :

The fact that the gulf between producer and director
of preduetion is greater in Russia than in any modern
country of the world, is never even mentioned by defend-
ers of Stalinist “socialism.” The fact that the Russian
worker (and peasant) has less to say about determining
the conditions of production than has the worker in any
other modern country, is of no importance to this “so-

cialism”—even though Marx so rightly emphasizes that =

the rule of society lies in the hands of those who deter-

mine the conditions of production. The fact that thers

are mot and for decades have not been any workers' or
peasants’ or soldiers’ Soviets in Russia—or that where
the people establish such couneils, as in Hungary last
year, it is Russian tanks and cannon that blast them
out of existence—may or may not be of importance “ih
itself,” but it is of no relevance to the reality-of this
“socialism.” The fact that literally millions of peopls,

guilty of the crimé of having different political views o

or .even inmocent of the crime, were slaughtered by thé!
Russian regime with a cold- bloodednéss and callousness
excelled, if at all, only by Hitler's regime, is, belatedIy,
deplored, but does not change the “socialist” character

of the regime, The fact that the people as a whole, evea :

including the members of what is supposed to be thé

ruling party, do not have the right to speak; to meet, to

publish, to vote, to-worship (if they wish t0), is of nd

fundamental consequence to this “socialism”—it might

be ‘better, -conceded some :apologists, if they: had M
- {(Tamydbo Last Page).
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{Continued from page 71

' rights, but it is not fatal to socialism if they do not

B

have them.

What, then, is important to soeialism? Planning? But
that is a commonplace to capitalism in every crisis,
particularly the erisis of war, when production is or-

. ganized according to plan, instead of being left to “free

()

enterprise” and the regulation of the capitalist'market.
The overcoming of illiteracy? That is almost a common-
place; also, under capitalism; indeed, the highest devel-
-opment of capitalism is inereasgingly impossible without
the elimination of illiteracy. The statification of the
- means of production and exchange, a formula which
has a hypnotically numbing effect on the thinking of
: some socialists? And the enormous development of the
, productive forces with which the Stalinist regime has

- . s0 greatly awed the entire world?

i r

.New Tyranny

. There is no private ownership of property under Stal-
tinism, it is true, and the development of the productive
 forees is likewise a fact. But it is a terrible mark of the
. deformation of socialist thinking that these two facts are
*somehow equated with socialism or the organic develop-
ment toward socialism. Without democracy, without com-
<plete political and administrative control by the pro-

. _ducers, the centralizxation of all economic pawer, all the

means of production and distribution, in the hands of the
-stote combined with the expansion of the means of pro-
duction, signify not the development of socialism, but
4he establishment of the most potent tyranny of modern
times—exceeding, not exceeded- by, the tyranny of capi-
talist exploitation. Here indeed has Stalinism wrought its
destruction of the socialist mind as well as Hle socialist
goal.

A concrete foundation is essential to a good home,
just like the nationalization of the means of production
.and distribution is essential to the construction of a
‘gocialist society. But on the same foundation of conerete
can be built a prison (in fact, the foundations of most
prisons are supposed to be stronger than of most
homes). Very few people, however, speak of prisons .as
“imiperfect homes” the way the Stalinist states are

sometimes called, by affable apologists, * lmperfect S0-
cialism.” And even fewer pegple are ready to call upon
the prisoners for “unconditional defense” of their prison
because the concrete foundations on which it rests might
some day be used to build a happy home on.

our socialist teacher, Frederick Engels, once wrote; “It
is not the producers who control the means of produc-
tion, but the means of producﬁon which econtrol the
[Jroducms In such a society each new lever of produc-
tion is necessarily transformed into a new means for the
subjection of the producers to the means of preduction.”
There is not a capitalist country where each “new lever
of production,” where every expansion of the productive

forces, has more effectively subjected the producers .

than it has those who are under the rule of the class
that owns and controls the means of production through
its monopely of state power in the Stalinist states. It is
not socialism we see there, but its brutal denial in the
name of socialism.

The Russian Revolution had os one of its achievements
the reinvigoration of infernational socialism which was so
deeply discredited by the blood end filth of the First
World War which most of the European socialist parties
supported with chauvinlstic enthusiasm. The new move-
ment drew its inspiration from the soclalist ideal which
was being transformed into reality by the Russian work-
ing class. The promise which it bore, despite all its primi-
tive and infantile errors, was ds completely smashed by
the Stalinist countér-revolution as was the Russion revo-
lution itself. When one of the leaders of the Bolsheviks
sald at a party congress in 1919 that it would not be a
bad thing if all the Communist parties of the world were
subordinated to the Central Committee of the Russion
party, Lenin was horrified o the point of the rebuke: "If
there were anything like this in the program, there would
not even be any need to criticize it: the authors of such
a proposal would have dug their own graves." When the
Stalinist regime finolly svcceeded in reducing all the
Communist parties fo vaszals of the Russian party Sec-
retariat, it dug the grave of the Communist movement as
o working class or soclalist movement,

The international socialist movement teday, too, re=

FREEDOM IN EQUALITY — —

guires reinvigoration and reorientation. In our eyes, the

“mim:of the socialist movement remains, or must again

become, the establishment of & working-class EOVern-

< ment, the winning of the battle of democracy, as the

road to the socialist reorganization of society. But all

Of all the known societies based on class exploitation, “fhat has happened in the last quarter of a century—

the rise of Fasdism, on the one side, and the rise of
Stalinist totalitarianism masked as socialism, on the
other side—emphasizes the urgent and indispensable
need of one more identifying, not just associating but
identifying, the fight for socialism with the fight for
democracy in every part of the world and in every
sphere of social life—not in Russia alone, but in Al-
geria too, not in Hungary alone but in Guatemala and
Okinawa as well, not in parliamentary reforms alone
but in the foundations of society, the factories, as well,
not in bureaucratic arbitrariness in the Kremlin alone
hut in the United States as-a whole and in our trade
unions in particular.

In the very first periodical published in England by
the German Communists of the time of Marx and Engels
with whom they were associated, the Communist Jour-
nal of London, in September, 1847, we find these re-
markably timely words:

‘We are not among those communists who are
out to destroy personal liberty, who wish to turn the
world into one huge barrack or into a gigantic work-
house, There are gome communists who, with an easy
congecience, réfuse to coumtenance personal liberty
and would like to shuffle it out of the world because
they consider that it is a hindrance to complete har-
mony. But we have no desire to exchange freedom
for equality. We are convinced, and we intend fo
return to the wmatter in subsequent issues, that in
no social order will peraonal freedom be so assured as
in a society buosed wpon communal ownership.”

The socialist movement which maintains the divoree
between socialism and democracy, between socialism
and freedom, will never succeed in establishing soeial-
ism, but only in discrediting it. The socialist movement
which e¢hampions, in word and in deed, the identity of
the two, which realizes in the social flesh the ideal of
the Russian Revolution of freedom in equality, will be
irresistible. The future belongs to it.
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‘Silence Would Be Complicity —

(Contlaved from page 1]
: Ahcene Lohouoti, regional leader of the
MNA in Clermont-Ferrond, killed by a gun-
man on October 17.

Ahmed Bekhat, general secretary of the
USTA in France, killed on October 25. His
body was found on a vacant lot in Colom-
bes, a suburb of Paris. He had been kid-
nopped and shot. He had narrowly escaped
an attempt on his life a few months before.

The striking circumstance about this se-
ries of murders, is that it is directed pri-
marily against trade-unionists; militants of
the USTA. What we are witnessing here,
is a deliberate atHempt to decapitate and
#o smash the Algerian trade-union move-
ment. It is well known who the killers are.
These assassinations are carried out by
professional gunmen of the North African
‘underworld in France, who are paid for

" each job done (the equivalent of $200, it

|

seems]). The important question is: who is

‘behind the killers? Traditionally, the re-
‘sponsibility for a crime is laid to those
‘who benefit most by it. By these standards,
.eircumstantial evidence points to three

groups, which have been prominent in or-
~ ganizing ‘political murder in the past:

‘WHO BENEFITS?

(1) The bourgecis leadership of the
.FLN, which is interested in destroying
the USTA as the main base and strong
point of the MNA. From its point of
view, these crimes are simply a continua-
tion of .its policy, in- France and in Al-
.geria, of exterminating political oppon-
ents by wholesale murder.

(2) The Communist Party, who is in-
‘#erested in eliminating the only inde-
pendent, democratic and militant work-

A ;ng—clm organization that can block its
- -path in Algeria. The affair of the CGT
arms cache in Lyon, among other inci-

- sdents, has proved that it actively helps

the FLN in the organization of its politi-
eal murders. This is its ealeulation: if the

USTA takes these blows lyving down, it -

awill-eventually be smashed; if it retali-
" #tes against the Stalinists, the CP will

be able to cry that the *Messalist provoe-
' ateurs™ are “turning against the French
mrhan
(3) The French police, who would be
dehgbted ta smash: the ‘spearhead of the
“ Algerian ‘revolution: while. putting . the

blame on the other nationalist organiza-
tion. Sinee the thirties, the police have
always tried to infiltrate the Algerian
nationalist movement; it is naive to as-
sume that they have not succeeded to
some extent, The loose, heterogenous
structure of the FLN, its lack of internal
control and discipline, are elements which
favor such infiltration.

This is o "united front" of a new kind:
a political cess-pocl in which professional
criminals, police provecateurs, political
adventurers and Stalinist cgents con oper-
ste at ease. The men of the FLN who have
ordered these murders have taken a ter.
rible responsibility before the Algerian
pecple and before the international labor
movement: they have turned a significant
part of the Algerian nationalist movement
into a tool of its worst enemles.

THE VICTIMS

Who are the victims? The personality
of the two main leaders will serve to fur-
ther ¢larify the significance of these mur-
ders.

Abdallah Filali, who narrowly escaped
death, is an outstanding veteran of the
Algerian working-class movement. In
1927 he was one of the co-founders with
Messali Hadj of the “Etoile Nord-Afri-
caine,” the first proletarian party and
the first nationalist organization in North
Africa. Since then, he has participated
in every struggle against colomialism,
Under the Vichy regime he was first con-
demned to forced labor for life, then to
death by contumacy. He is one of the
founders of the USTA, and represented
this organization, with Bekhat, at the
recent congress at Bamako of the “Ras-
semblement Démocratique Africain,” the
leading nationalist  organization of
French West Africa.

Ahmed Bekliat was tiwenty-seven years
old. He had been a metal-worker and a
weldér since the age of sixteen. At twen-
ty years, he was one of the leaders.in the
trade-union work of the MTLD (fore-
runner of the MNA) and of the MTLD
fraction in the CGT. He was one of the

- putstanding leaders-of the North African

labor movement. All who have known him
will remember him for his clear intelli-
gence, his warm- humanity his abaolute-
honesty and integrity. . - .

The men who ore Inlng killed now rep-
resent the hope and the best human poten.
tial of the labor movement in North Africa.
Their death is an irreplaceable loss, The
movement will continuz and grow, as it
has continued afHer the murder of Ferhat
Hached, founder of the Tumisian UGTT
(Tunision Workers General Union). Buf its
progress will be slower and less steady
than it would have been had #hese men

“lived.

PUBLIC APPEAL

A statement, signed by leading French
and African intellectuals, socialists, and
trade-unionists of different tendencies
(*) after the attempted assassination of
Filali, read as follows:

“We do not know who has armed the
assassins, and it .is astonishing indeed
that the recent attacks were directed par-
ticularly against the trade-uniomists of
the USTA. But, even if these crimes were

At last availlable! .
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committed at the instigation of national-
ist leaders, they nonetheless remain
crimes, . , . We cannot but ery out in
anger over crimes against men of the
value of Abdallah Filali and his union
brothers. What is involved here is our
basie conception of human dignity and
brotherhood,

“Moreover, these acts Hurt the Alge-
rian cause terribly and build up a wall
of hostility between the French and the
Algerian workers,

“Only the ultra-colonialists can wel-
come such acts which eliminate men who
have survived the repression.

“As to those organizations and mili-
tants who have always advocated opposi-
tion to colonialism and support to the
Algerian people, they must cry out in
indignation.

“Silence would become complicity.”

SILENCE WOULD BECOME COM-
PLICITY!

We await the statement by the leader-
ship of the FLN and.of the UGTA (Al-
gerian Workers General Union) dissoci-
ating itself from these murders, con-
demning the practice of settling political
differences by murder and expressing
their willingness to make an agreement
\nfith the MNA to end all mutual aggres-
Slpllﬂ.

We await a statement from the French
CP, econdemning the murders of the
trade-unionists of the USTA.

We await the appointment by the
ICFTU of a neutral investigation com-
mission into the murders of Algerian

* trade-unionists, and speedy action with

all means at. :t.s disposal to protect the
USTA from further repression.

We await statements from the Moroc-
can UMT and from the Tummm UGTT;
whose founder Ferhat Hached was assas-
sinated under mnot _dissimilar. circum-
stances, condemning the murder of Bek-
hat :md of his comrades.

SILENCE WOULD BE COMPLI-
CITY!

(*) Jean Ca.ssuu. Claude Gérard, André
m 'YveRao Dee.ﬁ&;l:wh Marceau : Pi-

ean us, T Colette
Audry, Paul Ruff, Alemc:lrr? Hé
Daniel Guérm, Pierre Lambert Dani
Reniard, and others,

) b
G _»._r.—_.&;i_;‘ ‘a;_...__-'aﬁ-_._



	v21n37-p1-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p3-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p4-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p5-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p6-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p7-nov-18-1957-LA
	v21n37-p8-nov-18-1957-LA

