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One more
(mule) team

by B. Ann Lastelle -

" As a worker subjected to variations on the themes of
team concept and job redesign, I was eager to read a new

‘book by Laurie Graham, On the Line at Subaru-Isuzu: .

The Japanese Model and the American Worker (Ithaca,’
New York: ILR Press, 1995, 169 pp.). Graham worked.
undercover at the Japanese auto transplant in Indiana
for six months, recording her observations and conversa-
tions with workers, and comparing her experience with
the literature.on the Japanese management. model, also
called lean production.

Her introductory chapter notes that research had been
limited to unionized auto transplants and asks two im-
portant questions: “How does the Japanese model affect
nonunion workers...? How do workers themselves view
the Japanese model?” The core of her book is not the
disputes with other theorists, but her account of actual
working conditions and workers’ responses:

It sounds so familiar. *Team members would bring up
problems and suggestions. They complained, however,
that their suggestions were seldom acted upon. Several
times team members brought up their desire to rotate

~and to vote. Requests were acknowledged bnt simply ig-

nored. Team members resented this.”

The truth of the company’s “philosophy”’ lay in the
horrifying safety record. “Immediately after official start_
of productlon (SOP), there was an outbreak of hand and"
wrist injuries....Within only a few weeks, dozens of work-
ers were wearing splints on their wrists and forearms.”

Graham'’s detailed description of the jobs on her team in.

the Trim and Final department made me wince. Yet the
company blamed the weak and “out of shape” workers,
making no changes in the jobs themselves.

The goal of the lean production management style,

Graham writes, “1s to create a system of worker compli-

(com:mued on page 7)

imperialist
doctrme

by Lou Turner

The more a dominant class is able to absorb the best‘

people -from the dominated classes, the more solid and

" dangerous is its rule.

- —-Marx, Capital, Vol 3
A piece of good luck has befallen white America—his
name is Gen. Colin Powell (Anthony Lewis, the liberal

columnist for the New York Times, has an inexplicable
“penchant for the title “the General” when referring to
Powell). Colin Powell is not only the best piece of luck "
.white America has stumbled on in some time, America’s

imperialist power structure is not a bad piece of luck to

“have befallen an inside-the-Beltway bureaucrat of Pow-
“ell’s class ambitions and history.
Hence, the good luck Powell wants whlte Amemca to.

believe befell him as ‘a consequence of living a “‘strue-

tured and disciplined” life (which white America wants -

Black America to emulate) is what Powell and white
America mutually deceive each other in extolling as the
“American dream.” 7

Black America is suspicious- at the very least. What
Powell and white America take as his good fortune or.
luck, ‘Black America ‘understands in more historical

terms to be nothing like luck at all, but rather a conse- - ,

quence of Black masses in motfion who transformed

“America’s social landscape. Unfortunately, those who

took advantage of the civil rights revolution were more
the Clarence Thomases and Colin Powells than the

‘w'o‘rki‘ng-cla'ss masses who did the actual fighting.

It is ironic that when white journalists wonder about
Powell’s credentials-as “warrior,” it is as a tool of thig
country’s imperialist: wars they have in mind, not as a
freedom fighter on the home front. Every test of Pow-
ell’s fortitude to fight for civil rights, or against discrimi-
nation in and out of the military, has found him want-
ing, if not actually as a willing tool of repression.

Powell’s record shows that at the behest of his white

superiors, he eagerly suppressed Black militancy in the .

Army s Second Infantry Division when he was stationed

in Korea in the mid-1970s, and more recently when as

(contmued on page 6)

Editorial statement

© 60 years ago, tells us more

U.S. pushes partition of Bosnia

by Peter Wermuth

At the very moment when the forces of multiethnic
Bosnia- have made the most significant military gains

‘against. Serbian forces. since the start of the genocidal

war thers 41 months ago, the Clinton administration
has pl\mged headlong into the Balkan imbroglio—not,
however, in order to aid Bosnia, but rather to force it to
agree’ to. the: central aim of Serbian expansionism: the

~ ¢arving up of Bosnia into distinct “ethnic’ units,

A U.S. “peace plan,”’ provisionally agreed upon by the
warring partles on Sept. 8, calls for Bosnia to be divided

between a “Croat-Muslim” Federation and a Bosnian

Serb “Republic’’ which will be allowed to unite with Ser-
bia. Though many of its details remain to be fleshed out,
the U.S. plan-is being widely criticized in Bosnia and

" elsewhere for allowing the perpetrators of genocide to-

achieve a “Greater Serbia.”

In true Orwellian fashion, this “peace plan was im-
posed on the contending parties through an intense
bombing campaign by NATO against Serb positions in
early September. The bombing campaign was supposedly
undertaken ta punish the Serbs for launchmg a murder-
ous mortar attack upon unarmed citizens in Sarajevo on

- Aug. 28, which Ieft close to 40 dead. The real aim of the

bombing, however, was to force the Serbs to the negoti-
ating table and pressure the Bosnian government into

accepting the terms of a ‘‘peace’” plan calling for the par-

tition of their country.

The U.S. plan is fraught with contradictions and the -

ongoing negotiations over it could unravel in light of the
military advances being made by Bosnia and Croatia, on
the one hand, and the opposition of many Bosnians to

the plan, on the other. To discern the direction of events

to come, however, we must first retrace the events of the
last two months,.especially because the NATO bombing
campaign has fooled many into thinking the U.S: has in-
tervened in order to support Bosnia.

‘THE PATH TO PARTITION?
The process which led to the latest U.S. foray into

Bosnia dates from late July, when Clinton instructed

Muslim refugee from multiethmc Tuzla.

Balkan envoy Richard Holbrooke, former architect of, .
U.S. policy in Vietnam and protege of Henry Klssmger, ‘
to draw up plans for a negotiated settlement. What im-
pelled this plunge into the realm of high d)plomacy was -
the administration’s desire to short-circuit growmg de-

- mands to lift the arms embargo on Bosnia.

(continued on page. 10)

Capltallst America’s war on the poor

Senate passage on Sept. 19 of the so-called “Welfare
Reform?”’ bill created by Newt Gingrich, sugar-coated and
then supported by both Pres. Clinton and Senate Repub-

~ lican leader Bob Dole, has iritensified what has become
an all-gut War on the Poor. The bill, in something like
its present form, is sure to be approved by a House-Sen- ;

ate conference, and signed by Clinton. -
That only 11 of the Senate’s liberal Democrats voted

“no” on a bill which sweeps away Aid to Families with

Dependent Children (AFDC), a fundamental pillar of the
“New Deal” economic package enacted in the midst of
Depression and labor rebellion |

Q. . .
‘than how wide is the ‘“‘bi-par- I Edltonal : ’
tisan” support for this war, It

also underlines the way the attack on the nearly five mil-

lion adult recipients of AFDC is bound up with an-ur-"

gent corporate agenda with far-reaching economlc and
ideological consequences.

The bill cuts federal spendmg for welfare, regardless of
the health of the economy, forces more than two million

- adults and more than five million children off welfare

WHY THIS SPECIAL
16-PAGE NEWS & LETTERS?

THE EXPANSION of this special issue of News &
Letters to 16 pages is a response both to the critical
objective-subjective situation we have reached and
to the decisions undertaken at the National Gather-
ing of News and Letters Committees last month to
“meet that challenge. We outline them for you on

page 15 of this issue and invite your participation.
ON THE INSIDE ' |

LABOR STRUGGLES IN THE SOUTH ......... page 3
DETROIT NEWSPAPER STRIKE ................ page 7
From the Writings of Raya Dunayevskaya *
Sexism, Politics, Revolution in Mao's China
| dsenserseses coserrursrissssesgursanne cosrerresdninacines e page 4
Essay * Queer Notions. Notes for a Marxlst- '
Humanist philosophy of Les/bi/gay

revolution . page §

within five years, and under the banner of “states
rights,” transfers to the individual states the power to

" decide virtually all aspects of welfare policy. Under spe-

cial Clinton administration waivers, a number of states
have already implemented large sections of the bill, leav-
ing little doubt: as to-what its “states’ rlghts provisions
will mean in practice.

STATES’ RIGHTS AND ENDING WELFARE ‘
Nevertheless, the ideological obfuscations which have

surrounded the welfare debate since Gingrich’s victory
in November, 1994 have thrown civil rights and wom- -

“en’s organizations; labor and the Left, into confusion

about the attacks. At best, the responses have been lim- =

- ited to expressions of outrage which do not ferret out the

meaning of this new War on the Poor and its connectmn ‘
to the present crisis in capitalist production. ,
Not that all the government and corporate commenta-
tors have been shy about their real intentions. Alabama,
where the current maximum AFDC benefit for a family

© of three is $164 a month, has recently followed Missis-

sippi with a pilot program designed to force recipients off
welfare and into low-wage production jobs. Claire Ealy,

‘director of Alabama’s job-training programs, hailed the

results in one county where recipients were driven into’

the local catfish processing plant: ‘Processing catfishis

not a pleasant job. It’s cold and wet and it stinks and
they pay not much more than the minimum wage...[But]
once you make it cléar this is what’s expected then
changes will occur. You either find a job, or you’re going
to work for the catﬁsh plant.”’ New York Times, Sept.
21, 1995.

What Ealy did not say was that the United Food and

- Commercial Workers (UFCW) were attempting to union-

ize the plant, and that some 60 welfare recipients forced:
into the plant—all of them Black—were told that if they

‘backed the union, they would lose their jobs and be ineli-

gible for welfare or Medicaid. After a bitter campaign, -
the union effort at the plant was defeated.

 CAPITALIST HUNGER FOR CHEAP LABOR

It is an old axiom of the southern plantocracy that
nothing is more important than a plentiful supply of
cheap, controllable labor. Stories like the tale of the cat- -

. fish plant, deeply rooted in the historic “Boss and- Black”

relationships of the old South; are today re-emerging in
new forms of state-capitalist partnership, and as a na-

~ (continued on page 12)
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Beumg—Women S leerat|on 1995

by Laurle Cashdan
0ver 30, 000 women from nearly every corner of the

- globe converged in China in late August to participate in

the gigantic Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO)
Forutn-and smaller U.N. Fourth Conference on Women.

- Although the major papers ran daily articles, barely any

news of actual meetings filtered through to U S. readers.

/ Instead,. what ‘was reported was U.S.-China “ten-
sions” ~would Hillary go or wouldn’t she?—and China’s
harassment of attendeés at the conference. Now we cer-

tainly must criticize China’s pre-conference reign of ter-

ror in Beijing and removal of the NGO Forum to distant

“*‘Huairou—away from Tianamen Square. Moreover, Chi-

“na’s. exclusion and/or harassment of hundreds of lesbi-

ans and Tibetan, Taiwanese and Burmese women be-

' “came major flashpoints at the conference itself and de-

“mand the most serious attention.

‘Nevertheless, the near-eclipse of the conference itself
through -this skewed reporting buries the most impor-

" :'tant- fact about the conference: that the tremendous
‘-intercommunication spared no existing state power—not
:Chma nor any other nation represented, especially the

~“from ‘women  battling oppression in distant

- towns, ¢ities, and nations must be fought. In-
«“deed; one of the most poignant stories I have.
- heard was fromr an Indian woman living in -
"the U.S. who told a forum in Chicago Sept.

.My most moving moment was meeting a 95-
.year old Nepalese woman who had lain down

" from being destroyed.”

* language, as one woman told me,
‘to go to the line for a particular position.”

. en show how women went to the line. First,
~indigénous women who had prepared.for the

counts by women from Bosnia, Rwanda, Algeria and Ko- '
. rea (‘“‘comfort- women" survivors of World War II) about
genocidal” rape and systematic sexual abuse. The same -

day ‘Women in Black held a vigil and march that at-

tracted thousands of women. When halted by Chinese of-

ticlals the women sat down in the street and began sing-
ing the famous “We Shall Overcome,” from the Civil

Rights Movement in the U.S. And at another hearing

“emaciated survivors of the nuclear disaster at Cher-
nobyl”” spoke out against global nuclear development.
These confrontations with violence against women in
its most appalling form in the context of war and nuclear
disaster were coupled with literally hundreds of accounts
of rising personal violence, including within nations that
recently won anti-colonial movements. Namibian wom-

- en, meeting at a regional NGO Forum earlier this year in’
TJakar, Senegal, demanded, in the words of one banner

“Did we fight the struggle to live in fear?”

The retrogressive reality women are ﬁghtmg to over-
come also came in the form of an ideological assault.
Thus Joaquin Navarro, Vatican spokesman, attacked
U:S. Catholics for a Free Choice, the group which tried

to have the Vatican considered a non-governmental or- -
,gamzatlon instead of a state at the conferences, by call-

ing them “cultural imperialists.”
Another anti-abortion speaker, Gwen Landholt, em-

Thxs attempt to perpetuate our -isolation

27, “The greatest ‘experience-was to meet
women " from’ the grassroots organizations.

alone on mining ground to save her village

Despite the shared emotional impact of
dlscovermg how much women had in com-
mon given the vast difference in culture and
“There was
no consensus at Beijing. People were w11hng :

Three protests from Latin American wom-
conference by meeting in Ecuador and then in Argentina

expressed their disgust -at their marginalization at the
NGO Forum. They insisted they were there to address

‘problems such as racial and ethnic discrimination, eco-

nomic issues and political agendas. Rejecting their treat-

- ment as exotic cultural objects in “‘diversity workshops,”
they demanded that the partlcular problems they face be.
- taken seriously. '

At the same time Afro-Latin American women, mostly

from Brazil, issued a statement denouncing what they

considered racist discrimination by the organizers of the

forum for not taking into account their views and repre- .-
seritation.  Later, Latin. American women marched to
-protest the lack of consideration of economic themes in
‘the UN’s Platform for Action; if the developed countries

refuse to economically assist women’s development in

“the Third World, what good is the Platform?

Indeed; many returning from Beijing have emphasized

““ the scathmg criticisms by Third World women of the ex-

acerbation of local cultural traditions that discriminate
against women, due. to international development poli-

- cies. A speaker from the Tanzanian Gender Networking

Program argued that structural changes forced by the
International Monetary Fund have led to massive lay-
offs of women, forcing many into prostitution and sky-

‘rocketing AIDs among women.

Jaya Arunachalam, founder of Workmg Women’s Fo-

i rum, a mass organization of 360,000 in South India, por-

_ trayed the problems faced by women in the informal sec-
. tor. An Asian-Pacific woman argued that ‘‘structural ad-

justment is re-colonization.” A U.S. woman, after hear-
ing-accounts from Asian women about the forced migra-
tion of displaced women workers shared her new percep-

- tions of anti-immigrant sentiments at home.. .

GLOBAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

The horrifying accounts of women caught in the cross-
fire-of war particularly brought home the double-edged
sword -of 16cal tradition and national/international poli-
tics and economics. At a Peace Workshop held at the Af-
rica Tent, speakers from Rwanda, Burundi, Mozam-
bique, Sudan, Eritrea and Ethiopia spoke out about per-

"-sonal witnessing of genocide, rape and other atrocities.

- An international tribunal held at the Forum heard ac-

avr N j X ]
Women’s clemency denied

‘ -Chicago—On Sept. 19 Illinois Governor Jim Edgar

denied clemency for-17 women imprisoned for killing or

_conspiring to kill the men who abused them. He said
- they failed to make battered woman syndrome a compel-

ling reason for granting clemency. He granted meager

clemency to Janet Luster, reducing her sentence from 19

to 15 years. Luster’s husband had beaten and abused her
and two daughters for years.
Battered woman syndrome, a form of post traumatic

stress disorder, is often, but not always, present in vic-
“tims of abuse. It is admissible as evidence in-Illinois but

is neither considered a defense in a murder trial nor a
ground for granting clemency. Many women in clemency
cases had poor representation from lawyers who didn’t

“present evidence of abuse in the original trial. As a re-

sult, judges. didn’t hear about the circumstances in
whlch victims acted to defend themselves.  —Sharon M.

EYouth Tent-at NGO Forum

" meaning of Islam, “family values,”

Jenny Knauss

ployed the same notion of cultural 1mper1ahsm in argu-
ing against the language of ‘“‘sexual rights’ in the Plat-
form for Action agreed upon at the U.N. conference: “‘Do
not let the depravity of Western societies, including les-
bianism, sexual orientation, breaking down of the family,
alcohol abuse, divorce, do not let that be imposed upon

you” (). And a Muslim feminist from Algeria, Dalila -

Kadri, recalled a story of confronting Islamic fundamen-

talist women on a bus from Huairou to Beijing who con- .

sidered lesbianism in Muslim societies an impossibility.
Throughout the muddy-roads, tents and conference

rooms of Huairiou, women fought verbal battles over the

and culture. In the

final U.N. Platform for Action, lesbian rights were sacri-

. ficed at the midnight hour and language about “sexual

rights” was transformed into ’human rlghts
These battles over culture and women’s freedom be-
came a faultline throughout the conference. They made

- clear that the struggle for Women’s. Liberation in 1995 -

is, more than ever before, a struggle for the mind
unseparated from one of economics and politics. -

‘Women speak out from NGO forum in China

Message from East Timor women to conference:

Nearly 20 years ago Indonesia invaded my country,
East Timor, planes dropping paratroopers from the skies
and boats vomiting fire and hatred from the waters. As

women we have gone through anything a military inva- .

sion and a military occupation machine sets up: rape, im-
prisonment and death.

During the most difficult days in the late 1970s and
early '80s, the Indonesian mlhtary used to kill husbands
and children in front of the wives and mothers, and liter-
ally asked them to smile and yell “viva Indonesia,” and
then bury their husbands and children. Unborn babies
were dislodged from pregnant mothers with a knife, and
in the fury of their “anti-Communism” the Indonesian
military would smash them agamst rocks! ,

- To the Indonesian women in this conference we appeal

- for courage and for dignity. Your men, your children,
your soldiers in East Timor will be doing nothing but :

killing innocent people. In spite of the official rhetoric,
that is the crude reahty Our fight for freedom will go on
as long. as there is no freedom to live as fre¢ human be-

- ings, as women, as individuals, as a natxon and as people

of East Timor.

Dyke TV interviews Kagendo Murungi (Kenya):

I came to Beijing with the International Lesbian and
Gay ‘Human Rights Commission. There is a myth that
there is no homosexuality in Africa. I’'m here to chal-
lenge people with. my very presence. One thing really

"good at the Lesbian Tent is that various African wonien

have come. They took a great risk commg into the tent
because of the incredible stigma that is attached to wom-
en who identify as lesbians or who are identified as lesbi-
ans by other people. The constant surveillance we've
been under by the China Organizing Committee has
made it hard to make the space accessible.

Zimbabwe’s exclusion of GALZ (Gays and Lesbians of
Zimbabwe) from an International Book Fair signifies the

rise of conservatism in ‘Africa The government threat- -

. “stop having all these kids.”

‘rights. If you don’t believe in universal standards of hu-

‘people not in power. In Iran. you- have no freedom to

it’s time to pick-a minority group as a scapegoat. When

_ improve conditions for women of Haitian parentage who

" women, so women are ngen no rights. Yet, more thar

" for raping or even killing a woman in:the batey.

Fayette County foul play

‘Editor’s note: Allison Corp. is one of three umomzed
plants in-Fayette County, historically a-county with a
large Black majority and the poorest in: Tennessee, de-
spite its ~proximity to Memphis. Allison has - joined
Somerville Mills and Master Appare]s effort -to make
Fayette County union-free by trying to eject IUE. Local -

. 282, Furniture Division, a Black-led Jocal and the only

industrial union in the county. Allison is headquartered
in Livingston, N.J., where its other plant is organized by
IUE Local 76 B.

Somerville, Tenn.—Allison -Corp. is your worst

‘nightmare—a nine-hour. nightmare every day T've never

seen such heartless management in all my life. They do
not care about people at all, only about making money
for themselves. They do not care if people get sick; they -

~ just want you there to do your Job

When wowmen get pregnant, it’s like you were consid-

_ ered as nothing. One woman union member was told

they could put her on a leave of absence and her health
insurance would cover her baby coming into this world. ~
A month before her baby was due she called the insur-
ance company and found they were about to cancel her
off the family plan. It was because she wasn’t paying
monthly :premiums—but the company had told her she
wag covered. “They paid for the msurance only because
the union intercepted it.

The general manager told another woman we should
He stated, “That’s all you
women want to do: have children and make men pay for
it.” Their attitude is, if you get pregnant get out. If your
doctor wants you on light duty while you're pregnant
they say they don’t have light duty jobs.

Local 282 came in at Allison in 1991. We had a four-
year contract that expired Labor Day. There were
changes after the union came in. They started ralsmg
the piecework pay for production workers.

Qur chief steward resigned during negotlatlon tlme
She was all headstrong about the union until she re-
signed. Once we were in this “window period,” 60 days
before the contract ended, this ex-chief steward started a

(continued on page 3)

Who defines Islam7

Los Ange]es—After- “attending the international
conference in -Beijing the issue that concerns me the
most is the rise of fundamentalism. >

‘Almost 40% of the workshops offered were related to
religion. In my paper on women’s human rights and Is-
lam 1 stated that we have to draw a line between reli-

. gious fundamentalism and religion in general as beliefs

of each person: The fundamentalists argued that religion

“and state should be ‘one. There were heated debates on

this in all the workshops offered by those from the Is-
lamic Republic and by Iranian women in exile.

The Iranian delegation repeatedly attacked the validity
of universal standards of human rights. They questioned
the fact that human rights is inclusive of women's
rights. They say we have a different culture and religion.

The Iranian government claims that its definition of
Islam is universal, but-we had Muslims from-different
countries with a  wide vanety of positions on. women’s

man rights, by definition you canrot protect the rights of

have political parties or freedom of assembly. There is a
specific definition of the clothes women can wear. Fun-.
damentalism is imposing only one definition of religion.
This by ltself violates women’s rights.

~Iranian woman professor inexile

ened the organizers of the book show with the withdraw-
al of financial support. President. Mugabe followed this
action with- an official statement - that was ‘very
homophobic: Mugabe’s been in government for so long
and he hasn’t done anything to help.the people. So now

talking: to African women, I tell them to look at what
Mugabe did. It’s an-excellent opportumty to raise the is-
sue of African lesbians and gays in the context of our
struggle for human rights. -

Dominican-Haitian interviewed by Linda Prout:
Thirty-six years ago, Solange Pierre was born into vir-
tual slavery on a sugar eane plantation in the Dominican

Republic. Pierre is with the Movement. of Dominican-
Haitian Women (MUDHA), an organization working to

toil in the bateys, as the plantations are called.
Pierre: The conditions are very grave. The houses are
old barracks that haven’t been renovated in 50 years,
They have no electricity or running water. There are no
schools and it is difficult to travel to any facilities. Many|
people live packed together and disease is prevalent.
Almost half of the workers are women, but they ar
virtually invisible. Balaguer (president of the Dominica
Republic) said the Dominican government never invite

50% of the households are headed by women. Men hav
some access to medical care, but women do not and
large number die during childbirth. Women are paid less
Women have no legal protection. Men are not punishec

Women demonstrated against the Balaguer govern
mert and the government gave batey workers papers le
galizing them for six months, but only to the men
MUDHA has sponsored courses in legal issues for wom
en in the bateys. And we recently completed an investi
gation into health conditions in seven bateys, = =~
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Southern labor battles anti-union assaults
Alabama umon-buster h/red at Delta Pride -

Ind1ano]a, ‘Miss. — The struggle with Delta Pride

- catfish. company is a continuous fight. We’re in new con-

. tract negotiations and we’re fighting to hold what we've

got and continue to grow. In 1990 we went on strike be-
cause the company still didn’t realize we wanted to"be

respected on the job, that we wanted benefits we fought_

for when we organized.

I found that it all depends on who is in control. After
the' 1990 strike, they brought in a management team
from California who had worked with unions before.

- ‘The working relations between the people and employer =
were better. Now the company has brought in a new

management team to destroy what we’ve worked for and

. gained over the years.

. over operations, came into Delta Pride, he stated he was

This new team is out of the state of Alabama and is to-
tally against unions. When Barry MacMillan, who is now

the new sheriff in town and there were changes to be
made. . He doesn’t realize that the fight is going to be
tougher than he thinks. He’s trying to run things at Del-

ta the way he ran things at the catfish plant where he

worked in Alabama. He stated that regardless of unions,
he can run that p
new territory with a different type of people.

At the Delta Pride plant, the women have experxenced, '

what it’s like not to have a voice and security. This gives
us strength to hold onto what we've accomphshed On
the other hand, the Simmons plant in Yazoo City is also
in UFCW 1529, but the members have let the company
take total control and dictate to-them -how things should

.- go instead of using the strength of unions to better their

- hours on the kill line and then send us to the fillet table
' to help out over there. They use that to keep from hiring

everyday lives. Simmons controls them by loaning them
money and not giving raises according to what the con-
tract says, but by favoritism.

This reflects on us because the farmers running Delta
Pride and the new management team look at this and

" gay, if those people are happy, why should we give so
much to our work force? We need to make sure all the "

work forces in the Mississippi Delta fight together.
At Delta Pride they want the policy that all work over

" eight hours is paid at time and a half to change to all

work over 40 hours. This would mean going back to be-

_fore the 1990 strike. It takes our time at home with our

kids, because time and a half over eight hours keeps

them from making us work 10 or 12 hours a day, That’s
why we fought to have that in the contract. )

They want to keep “interchangeability” in but we
want to take that out. They can make us work eight

other workers. But that’s double working us — we work
one hard job and then they can interchange you to work
another hard job.

Then they want to take away our experience pay be-

cause they are saying these are not skilled jobs. If a per-

son quits for a medical or any other reason, they have to -

start over within the catfish industry. If I get sick and
have to stay out for a year I lose my seniority. If I get
well and go back to work, after one month they shoot me

~ back up to my experience rate of pay. They want to take
that away, which would mean you start fresh. :

" . They also want to say if you worked at Con-Agra on
the kil floor for six years and then come to Delta in the -

fillet department, even if you’re skilled throughout the
plant, they’ll only consider your experience in the fillet
department at Delta. But if you worked for six years at
Delta and.go to-Con-Agra, they’ll pay you for six years of

“experience, if they see you can handle the job. That is in
“the contract. Delta is trying to take it out. We’ve already

t the way he wants. But he’s in a

'lFayett‘e _County' foul play

petition to decertify the union, done-in a low-down, con-
niving, sneaky, devious and backsliding way. We feel she

‘is getting paid off by the company by having her piece

rates lowered. The same job she used to have and not
make money is now made easier for her to make money.
The petition should be thrown out by the Labor Beard

because she went to the people with false statements. -

She had-them sign the paper by saying: sign this if you
want a raise. -Or: this is not to throw the union out, it’s
to revote the union in. Some people signed before they
found out differently. Some want their names off that
paper. The chief steward’s friend, a supervisor, hand-de-
livered her petition for her during company time.

After that petition, we lost recognition. We are waiting

on a decision from the Labor Board and hope we win. We
have representation until the decision. We're still going
to meetings and trying to bring the union back. The only
way progress will be made is with union representation.
They’re trying to get the union out because they do
not"want us to band together in Fayette County. They
want us to stay overworked and underpaid. They don’t
want, to give people holidays. The insurance they are try-

ing to-offer us will require us to pay 50%. They want a

plant where they can let you go if you don’t go along.

People are tired of it, although some people are afraid to

voice their opinion for fear of losing their jobs.

" I’mtalking -about the whole of Fayette County. It'sa

racist county. As long as they keep us under, they have
power over us. To me having a union in Fayette County
means the people making a stand and saying they are

not going to take these poorly paid jobs or any more mis-’

reatment. —Young Black woman union supporter

' try to work it out, to have a voice.

‘Bay.

been havmg problems with people not getting their expe-
rience pay and have been filing grievances.

These are examples of how they are trying to take our
benefits ‘and carry us back to the beginning. People
should wake up and realize this is a continuous fight. I
want people to know how hard we had it at Delta, how
they take your whole respect from you. All over Missis-

. sippi, the only way to have dignity and job security is'to :

stop lettmg the company dictate to you.
— Delta Pride worker

 Dobbs workers ratify,
but they don't settle

Memplns — Are labor laws there to actually help

the workers? Or are they set up to break down the _
-unions® strength and give the workers a feeling of being
- constantly oppressed?

After being on strike for one year. at Dobbs Catering

[the airline caterer at Memphis airport], we returned to

*-work to find out management has the upper hand be-.

cause they refuse to: comply with the contract. The
grievarce procedures are long and drawn out. Since our
return we’ve lost at least three arbitration cases. Man-
agement feels that regardless of what they do they will
come out on top, Therefore I feel that, especially since
the November 1994 elections, labor laws have become

another pawn in the ‘hands of management to wear -

down union members over time. -
We are now negotlatmg our first contract since the

.1993 strike, Compliance is not one of the things we can.

discuss during negotiations, according to labor law. We

~do have a fairly decent contract but if it is not complied

with over a long span of time, union members begin to

* wear; You:begin tolose your membership, since this is a

right-to-work state. So I would like to hear from some-

~one else about labor laws. Are they just another steppmg

stone that we will have to overcome?

For instance, you have the people who work on the in-
side doing food, prep and other things. And you have the
people who work outside transporting the food and bev-
erages to the airplanes. These two departments are con-
tractually divided.” But the company is not complying
with-the contract; it brings in the workers from outside
to work on the ms1de We are told to grieve it.

Meanwhile you have people being laid off on the inside

and hired on the outside. If they can bring these guys in

to work inside during their down time, they can lay off

on the ingide.- They also ¢ut teams from outside to use

inside and add extra flights to the teams left outside.-
Therefore they can see that everyone is very unhappy
Once they tell us to grieve it, they know this is a long

procedure It goes first to the grievance committee, then
-‘to arbitration for seven months to a year. Meanwhile the
same thing is going on and people are getting down->

hearted.

1 want to ask this: is there an avenue left to the work-
ing people to take'beside the grievance procedure” Labor
laws are killing us. Most employees feel management is-
trymg to take us back about 20 years. There is still fight
in us but we feel using this fight in the grievance proce-

dure is no longer worthwhile. We are looking to stop this -

setback for every working-class woman or man.

We held our ratifying meeting on Saturday, Sept. 30,
and voted to accept the contract. But people were mad at
how they’re trying to break down our selidarity and are’
going to give them a harder time from now on.

I'don’t want to go back to the slave mentality, to not
being able to stand up for myself I want to sit down and

U.C. {affirmativeaction fight

San Francisco;-Students, faculty and staff have
demonstrated at universities around the Bay Area and

'protested the University of California (U.C.) Regents -
- since school began this Fall. For instance, in mid-Sep-

tember, over 300 people, mostly students of color, at-
tended a discussion of affirmative action on the campus

of San Jose State University which cannected the exploi--

tations of capttahsm to the bureaucratic racist attacks by
those opposing affirmative action.
That same week, students, staff and faculty (principal-

"1y from U.C. Berkeley) managed three times to disrupt a
" U.C. Regents meeting, the first since the Regents’ infa-

mous political capltulatton to Pete Wilson’s antt-afﬁrma-
tive action-declaration in July. i

In a rally planned to urge students to come protest at
the Regents meeting, a student group at U.C. Berkeley

“staged a guerilla theatre with a larger than life-sized

puppet of Pete Wilson sporting a big red ribbon reading,
““Mr. President.” Surrounding the puppet were several

- students wearing suits and covering their faces with pa:

per plate masks. During a speech following the act, one
African-American student urged the crowd to help build
a movement which could change the way affirmative ac-
tion is viewed in this country. “We can all be a part of
making history,”’ he concluded.

A new group called Queers for Affirmative Actlon has
formed in San Francisco to mobilize the les/bi/gay com-
munity againstth'e California Civil Rights Initiative, and
to - combat. racism ‘in the queer community and
homophobia in-the progressive coalitions around the
—Juha Jones and Jenmfer Pen

Voit:es of a new generation of
- workers and activists speak for

themselves in News & Letters
Begin your subscription with this special issue ! -
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To order, see Iit ad, page 5.

UP pays mtlltons to
block union at Overmte

Memphis — Three years ago Union Pacific Corpo-

“ration purchased the most profitable nonunion truck

line in the U.S. — Overnite Transportation Co. In three .
short years Union Pacific (UP) inserted a totalitarian
style of operations as they have done to other companies
for the last century, UP dismissed management person-

* mnel, restructured the company and installed “Hltler”

type management.

Suddenly Overnite, according to UP, was losing mon-
ey. The employees sacrificed pay raises, put up with poor
working conditions, lost insurance benefits and were en-
slaved into behevmg this was necessary for our jobs to
survive. We watched the cost of living eat away at our-
paychecks, only to find out through UP stockholders re-
ports that the CEO and his staff were making mtlhons ‘
in bonuses. ' .

When UP was finally’ recognlzed as the “black hole”
that.it is, the employeesvdemded to turn to organized la-
bor to try to secure their future. They wanted the right
to a voice in their workplace, better insurance coverage,
to be treated with respect rather than as a brainwashed
idiot and the right to a grievance procedure.

UP told its employees it would do any and everything -

to stop the union from coming into Overnite. They made
good on these promises. We had a 78% margin of em-
ployees for the union at the start of the campaign. UP
spent over 30 million dollars nationally and three mil-
lion locally to stop the union.and they succeeded. How?
Endorsed by UP, management threatened, physically
assaulted, harassed, verbally abused, and forceably

~ brainwastied employees. They held weekly meetings
with anti-union videos, handed ‘out anti-union literature - -

and brought in anti-union employees from out of town,

‘They gave a $1.50 per hour raise after three years of no- -,
. raises. They held closed meetings with as many as three - -

management personnel against one union-supporting
employee. They harassed and surveilled union support-

-ers. UP had retired employees vote against the union;-

and forceably divided employees by race.
Lookmg at UP’s management staff it’s plain to see the

. racism split is controlled from the upper-level of man- .
- agement all the way through its lower levels. Black job

applicants are assigned a code number so upper manage-
ment can discriminate on their hiring. The race issue
was used to help break up union activities! '
All rights to seniority have been taken away. If you're
not a suck-up to the boss you’re his enemy. Job duties,
working conditions and hours are at his discretion. :
Since the loss of our election last April some union™
supporters are battling UP/Overnite through the NLRB
with unfair labor practlce suits. The Teamsters Interna-

. tional is trying to win a NLRB ruling that UP unfairly

overturned 17 Overnite elections nationally. The ruling
would place these facilities under bargaining order, giv-
ing each terminal that lost automatic union representa-
tion because of its severe unfair labor practices. - :
UP has stated they will not accept any bargaining or-
der from the NLRB and will go to the Supreme Court to
fight it. UP has already managed to eliminate a vast

number of charges agamst them that were pending with

the NLRB.

UP is in fact now lebbymg Congress to do away thh
the NLRB so the American worker will have no legal re-
course against corporate America. As we battle for our

" rights, UP battles to eliminate the NLRB.

So I'm in a position niow where I am fighting the gov-
ernment. My company ‘is hauling government freight -
and is subsidized by the government. And now they’re
trying to destroy the NLRB, a branch of the federal gov-
ernment. We're in a Catch 22 in trying to get the NLRB
to help us.

The Overnite workers have a hard battle to achieve
their goal of fair representation. Are we on our way back
to the slave and sweatshop labor of the 1920s? If compa-
nies such as UP have any say we will be there shortly

. —4*Dedicated” whxte employee
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me ;_the' Writings of Raya Dun‘a;"evxka’ya
MARXIST-HUMANIST
ARCHIVES

Editor’s Note

- We present here Raya Dunayevskaya’s critique of

Y -the first public squabble among China’s rulers for
“the -mantle of Mao Zedong, which first appeared in
the July and August-September 1977 issues of News
& Letters. This text generally follows what Duna-

* yevskaya excerpted for her book Women'’s Libera-
tion and the Dialectics of Revolution. Chinese
names not in book titles have been changed to the
currently fiaxmlzar romamzat;on

: The present viliﬁcation of Jiang Qing as the leader of
" “the gang of four”—which pictures the alleged radicals
—ag the worst-of ‘“capitalist roaders,” who had brought
:China to the verge of catastrophe until saved by Hua

Guofeng—~tells a great deal more about the contradic-

tions tearing at post-Mao China than the victors in this -

“power struggle intended to disclose. Ironically, into this
game of power politics in China comes a small time
“Western” entry—Roxane Witke’s biography, Comrade-
‘Chiang Ch’ing,! which the author prefers to call “‘a histo-
ry of the revolutmn largely from Comrade Jlang Qing’s

“'point of view.” Because this simplistic work is further

befogged by a bourgeois concept of feminism as against
the genuine revolutionary feminist viewpoint and actual
. struggle of a Ding Ling, it becomes necessary to disen-
- tangle the three to get at the root of what characterizes,
.-not just post-Mao China, but Mao’s China itself....

Here is how {Hua 'Guofeng} wound up the whole of the

speech -and thus the two remaining tasks—‘‘to learn
- “from Dazhai” to strive ‘“‘to push the national economy
forward,” and finaily “‘to study conscientiously and well
the works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and Chair-
man Mao’s wor'
“gang of four,’ the. Central Committee adopted a decision
" on the publication of the Selected Works of Mao.” Hua

" then singled out from the new Volume V—actually writ-

ings from 1949 to 1957—“Chairman Mao’s brilliant
~work,” “On the Ten Major Relationships’? which is “to

guide all” in the fight against Russian revisionism and
- “the smashing of the gang of four.”.

JIANG QING AND THE TALE SHE TOLD
- It' is. necessary ' to ~start- “at -the begin-
ning’’~-1962....Now, what was so crucial about 1962? 1
don’t mean its significance insofar as-the annals of Chi-
_nese -Communist history, which record 1962 as the So-
" cialist Education Campaign. I mean its significance for
—Jiang who felt very much discriminated against and un-
der-estimated in-her own right rather than just the wife
of Mao.
Jiang was a revolutionary long before she came to

" Yan’an and married Mao. And once she became the dom-
inant force'in the arts during the Cultural Revolution, .
“she-wreaked vengeance on those Communist leaders who

- ~hadn’t given her her due in the 1930s.

- But what predominated all her actions and ambitions
was to.'be a leader in Mao’s eyes, and in 1962, for the
very first time, Mao permitted her to draft a pohcy state-
ment on the arts known as May 16th Circular (p. 304).
This; then, becomes the  year her  self-development
reaches the high point from which what Mao was later

" ta call her “wild ambitions’ took off. So much so that,
‘much as she knows and believes Russia is the enemy, the
Sino-Soviet ‘conflict which predominated those very
“years—1960-1964 —plays a subordinate part to her nev-
er-ending preparétions for what.would, four years later,
"become ‘her zenith: ‘The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution.” : S

- ‘Unfortunately, that is true not only for Jiang but for
her professor-biographer who had five years to research

something ‘she certainly knew before she ever started,

-and yet we get not one whiff of the serious theoretical
debates of the Sino-Soviet conflict when Mao first began

= to-challenge Russia, not just for Sinification of Marxism,

-but for world leadership. Yet it is- this, this precisely,
which preceded the Cultural Revolution, was its leitmo-
tif, and without which it is impossible to understand the
changing global relations that, at one and the same time,
made it possible for Jiang to exercise influence as Mao’s
health was failing; and, while he was still alive, led to the

" _beginning of the end of Jiang’s reign.

- "MALE CHAUVINISM :

- . Instead, we :get a sort of Chinese version of Roxane
.‘Witke on male chauvinism. Male chauvinism surely is
" rife in Chinaand Jiang suffered from it at various times,

“even as all suffered from Jiang’s philistinism. Shouldn't

“the author have been more perceptive as to the reasons
why Jiang herself did not attribute what she considered

+ her overly-long march to power to -male chauvinism?
What point was there to interpreting Jiang’s competi-
tiveness with Mao as “‘teaching the Chairman not only

“to love her as a woman, but also to respect her as a poli-

" tieal figure not to be monopolized-by any one man’’ (p.

449)? And what, exactly, does the phrase, ‘‘not to be mo-
‘nopolized by any one man’"mean at a time when the au-

“-thor: does make clear that the measure Jiang thought

she ‘was creating was nothing aiLshort of “‘eventually
changing the-nation’s life”’? .
~A ‘more objective and sharper picture of some of

Jiang’s’ history emerges from two photographs (among

: 1 Roxane Witke, Comrade Chiang Ch’ing (Boston Little,

Brown and Co., 1977). Pagination below is to this volume.

-2, China Quarterly, March 1977, carries both “On the Ten Ma-
jor Relatlonshxps,” as edited by Hua, and a comparison with
-other versions of the Mao Zedong ‘speech of ‘April 25, 1956 by

StuartR Schram

7 “Immediately after smashing the-

Sexusm polmcs and revolution in China

the series following p. 220) than from the lengthy, dis-
torted story of a distorted life. Both are from the decisive

years of the War of Liberation, 1947-1949, after Chiang:

Kai-shek bombed Yan’an to smithereens, and Mao began
the final march to power. One shows Jiang as a young

soldier following Mao in that march. (She wds also'a .

“political instructor’ to the People’s. Liberation Army.)
The other is a picture of Jiang as clearly more than sec-

rétary to Mao, although Mao himself was later to deni- -

grate the role of secretary.® It was a most. productive pe-
riod in Mao’s life as he both fought and-theorized on a
guerrilla war and the perspective he saw for the new SO-
ciety he meant to build and called “New Democracy.”
‘When one considers that it was after those two deci-
sive years, followed also by what is called “incognito”

‘work in land reform and marriage reform, that, as her

health failed completely and she was shuttled between
hospitals in Beijing and Moscow, she was stnpped in
1951 of all her posts, one must conclude that there is a
greater tale against Mao as male chauvinist than ever
there was against Zhou Yang in the 19308 upon whom
Jiang wreaked her vengeance.

Again, it was not a bourgeois femlmst but a great rev-
olutionary writer and feminist—Ding Ling—who dared

A Tiananmen Square poster that reads:

challenge Mao directly both in Yan’an and in the 1950s,

and who summed up the fate of those leaders’ wives in a .

single phrase, “Noras who came home.”*

BACK TO JIANG
Jiang Qing rode the crest of the so-called Cultural

‘Revolution, as autocrat over-the arts, directly into the

very core of Party-Army-State power—membership into

the Politburo. By the time of Lin Biao’s downfall and '

Mao’s complete reversal of Sino-American relations

when. he rolled out the red carpet for Pres. Nixon in

1972, Jiang took advantage of the presence in China of
the host of U.S. journalists, scholars, and what not, to
seek out one Sinologist, Roxane Witke. Professor Wltke

- had been commissioned to report on “Chinese female

masses,” and Jiang asked her to record her solo flight to
the echelons of power. The fact that Ms. Witke held that
Jiang had “‘inspired’® the “Cultural Revolution,” held
leadership in her own right in a ‘‘very patriarchal socie-

- ty,” surely did earn Jiang a sympathetic ear.

Unfortunately, the wheels of bourgeois”research and

-publishing grind very slowly By the time—five years!—

the “weeklong interview” was expanded to a 530-page
book on what Professor Witke fancies is “‘a history of the

revolution largely from Comrade Jiang Qing’s point of -
view” (p. 14), Jiang Qing had been arrested, vilified as a -

“traitor,” not to mention a “maggot ” When the ‘“Cul-

“tural Revolution” first unfolded in mid-1966 and cata-
pulted Jiang front center stage, she seemed to have no

historic past. Whether it was to rlght the record, or to in-
vent an unwarranted high niche in Chinese history, the
truth is that the height of power was, mdeed the begin-
ning of the end for Jiang.

The first flurry of mild ann'-Jlang posters appeared in.

1973-74, when Mao was still alive and when rumors first
surfaced about the biography she was recording via a
bourgeois writer. Whether or not Mao inspired thosé

first attacks, Hua now claims that Mao saw through her )

3. In a March: 1964 speech, Mao said: “ ‘On the Current Situa-
tion and Our Tasks’ was spoken by me in 1947. Someone tran-

scribed it and it was revised by me. At that time I had contract- -

ed a disease whereby I could not write...But if you never take

the initiative and rely on a secretary, it is just like having a sec- - ~

retary assume your responsibility for leadership work.” (Mis-
cellany of Mao Zedong Thought, I, p. 338.) This is the speech
Jiang was so proud of having taken down “word for word.”

4. Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll's House enjoyed popularity in Japan,
and the heroine Nora who slammed the door on housewifery
was used by Dihg Ling in her piece on International Women’s

Day, “Thoughts on March Eighth,” (first published-in Jiefang

‘Ribao—Liberation News—Yan’an, China, March 9, 1942),

where she saw wives of leaders as cruelly taken advantage of as

they became ‘“Noras who returned home.” The article was used

. in'the campaign against Ding Ling; who was purged from the
Chinese -Communist Party in 1957 for criticizing the views of

the party on marriage and love at the time of the Hundred
Flowers campaign. The best pamphlet on Ting Ling, Purged
Feminist was issued in Japan (Femmtern Press, Box 5426, To-
kyo).

5. For a more comprehensive view of the “Cultural-Revolution”
see both the chapter on Mao Zedong Thought in my Philosophy

.- and Revolution [New York: Columbia Umversny Press, 1989]

and my essay “Post-Mao China: What Now?” in New Essays

(Detrmt News & Letters, 1977).

“wild ambitions” and warned her agmnst ‘her “factxon of

four” in 1974.+
A new period had begun at the 10th Congress of the.

-Chinese Communist Party, when the undercurrent of re-

is: “The People Are With You:
Dedicated to the youth who are participating in the May 13, 1989,
- Hunger Strikers’ Group for democracy and freedom.”

volt in the military following the downfall of Lin Biao

compelled the rehabilitation of many of the former Com-
munist Party leaders who had been removed from their

posts during the Cultural Revolution. Where Mao d1d it

reluctantly, Zhou Enlai hailed it as a sort of “‘savior” for
the development of the national economy. Indeed, he
raised Mao’s main “enemy,” Deng Xiaoping, to Deputy
Prime Minister. Mao could not have been all that hostile
to Jiang in 1973-74. And 1975 proved it.

What was at stake was something greater than Jiang. .

It was a possible global realignment. First, Mao absented
himself from. the Fourth National People’s: Congress,
which drew up.a whole new Constitution as well as both

" a Five- and a Twenty-Year Plan for the development of

the national economy. Mao did not attend that Congress.

Instead, he was meeting with every reactionary” world
leader, from Franz Joseph Strauss of West Germany. to
the disgraced ex-President Nixon, not to mention taking
any side, any side whatever, mcludmg apartheid South
Africa’s role in Angola, solong as Russia was recognized
as “Enemy No.'1.”

unrest in China. There were many
strikes ‘and bank robberies. At the
same time Russia was winning victo-
ries in Africa, especially in Angola, but
also in Europe. China felt-‘‘surround-
ed.” The climax came-in the first spon-
‘taneous, genuine mass demonstration
at ‘the ‘grave of Zhou Enlai in April
1976. Instead of facing the reality that
-it was a spontaneous outburst against
the regime—the ruling ‘‘radicals” ‘con-

moved, this time with the great aid of

Jiang, to remove Deng. Hua was to-re-

place him. That was Mao’s last hurrah.

- It was not exactly an anointment of

Hua as Chairman, but-that top cop

knew how to take the “‘interim’ posi-

1 tion, and soorganize the Party bureau-

.. crats, the military and state bureaucra-

cy behind him, as to need no more than

a month after Mao’s death to displace

in toto all those who had control of
mass medxa and may have opted for total power.

His preemptive coup succeeded so well that there is no

doubt whatever that, whether or not Mao meant to cut

Jiang’s ‘“wild ambitions’” as far back as 1974, Hua surely
had it all planned long before Mao died. Why then is he

still so preoccupied, in 1977, to totally smash “the gang-

of four?” Well, it isn’t the “four.” It is the Chinese
masses who are asked to produce more and ever more as
China rushes to ‘“overtake’” the U.S. by the end of the
century. It is Hua's “interpretation” of Mao’s “Ten
Great Relationships.”

Tt all spells out state-capitalism entrenched and look-"

ing for a global role. It isn’t that Jiang Qing had funda-
‘mentally any different perspective, but she surely had

-greater belief in “‘superstructure.” It is this fetish that
¢ -sealed her fate.

The mxhtary-lndustnal pohtlcal complex had no diffi-

culty whatever in getting the “mass media” to toe its |

line. once it won total state power. It promptly branded

. her a “maggot.”

One famous Sinologist, Simon Leys attrxbutes part of
the emptiness of Comrade Chiang Ch’ing to the author 8
being “somewhat blinded by her feminist bias.”® In
truth, however; it isn’t Ms, Witke’s “feminist bias”; it is
her petty-bourgeois kitsch that kept.her from penetrat-
ing what was actually happening among the masses,
women included. Thus, as part of her 1972 assignment,
she intérviewed women other than -Jiang Qing, but,
again, it was the pseudo-leaders; rather than the masses,
as was the case with her report, ‘“Wu Guixian: Labour
Heroine to Vice-Premier.”” Here she becomes so great
an apologist for Mao’s China that she designates the case
of that Chinese Stakhanovite thusly: “In today’s China
she represents women in total control.”

And how did that display itself? Well, she quotes Wu

(continued on page 15)

6. See “Chma s Fallen Empress” by ‘Simon Leys, New Repub-
lic, June 25, 1977, ;

The year 1975 had revealed great ‘
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‘ by Jennifer Pen

As the repressnve Rjght gleefully bellows its anti-hu-
manism and racism in California’s Propos1t10n 187 and
the attacks on. affirmative action, note that this same
nght has been unashamedly attacking lesbians and gays
for quite some time. It was in the midst of combating the
anti-gay ballot initiatives that the vehemence and total-
ity of conservative attacks on people s self-definition be-
came clear to me. Indeed, these noxious ballot measures
served as testing grounds for current linguistic shell-
game phrases like “‘preferences,” ‘‘special rights,” and

“quotas.” The deliberate attempts-to erect 2 monolithic
form of the family, to the exclusion of not only queers
but “‘female-headed households” and ‘‘single mothers
reeked of homophobic misogyny.

But queer perspectives on revolution are too oﬂ:en ig-
nored, trivialized, or lost in the babble of postmodern
thought Given the multiple urgencies of the present, it
is fruitful to clarify the philosophic ground and affirm
the visionary complexities of les/bi/gay revolutionary per-
. spectives. Where and how are we committed to a total
transformation of society, and the creation of genuinely
new social relationships?

.. The present situation of queer peoples in the USS.
is. -deeply split. We have glossy magazines; some in

“ter by advertisers. There are more lesbian -and gay
- entertainers, characters in movies, and politicians.
But these also represent a massive capitulation to
-the status quo, meaning a pervas1ve capitalism, im- |
pemahsm, racism, and sexism. The visibility of |
- groups such as ACT-UP and the Lesbian Avengers |
" has given way to reformism. The lives and perspec-
tives of queer youth, queers of color, and working-
¢lass queers are often invisible in these glossy maga- |
zines.
Queer experience grows from multlple dimensions

- of subjectivity, including the body, a network of so-
cial relations, and a self-conscious resistance to
normativity. In recent decades, the concept of sub-
- jectivity 'has’ been transferred from philosophy to-
psychology, ‘where it has been privatized and rel- |
. ativized. Postmodernism has rejected any stable no-
tion of subjectivity, of an essence behind appear-
“ance. But revolutionaries need not think of subjec-
tivity as either exclusively personal or as invariably -
fixed. Thus, I see queer subjectivity as consciousness
facing the given, and -interrogating it in order to |
transcend. those objective conditions that make our |
lives less human (and less queer).
'Gay ‘and lesbian. subjectivity .emerges in a dis- ]
- course of visibility/invisibility, making implicit an-
unceasing ‘movement of self-definition. Even the
most-banal descriptions of coming out describe it as
“an unending, life-long process, rather than a one-time
. -declaration. Coming out is an -act of subJect1v1ty, a deci-
sive use of human agency. Whether that is done in the
intimacy of a bedroom, the safety of a gay pride parade,
ot in a hostile environment, it is a creation of ourselves.
Lesbian and gay identity is forged in relation to others.

While there are single lesbians, there cannot be a smguﬁ
lar, or unique, lesbian. Being queer reqitires both the in- -

dividual and a community, and an emphasis on relation.

For instance, Adrienne Rich discusses the revolutionary:
dimension - of love while introducing- a new book. .

_ (Haruko/Love Poems) by Black bisexual poet June Jor-
dan, whose work captures ‘‘moments or ways of being

which might- make love—in many dimensioiis—more

possible; more ‘revolution-directed.”
. But our self- definition is not isolated in gay communi-
ties. Our very existence challenges the structures of the

whole society. For instance, when, in the language of the .
United Kingdom’s openly repressive Clause 28, our com-~
- mitments are referred to as ‘“‘pretended family relation-"
our conscious choices are disparaged against an

ships,”
ideological construction of the “natural”’ family. Thus,

our self-conscious entry into human relatlonshlps lays.

bare the social construction of “the famlly
REVOLUTIONARY RESPONSE TO FAMILY

- One revolutionary response to the socially constructed
family was bluntly stated in the 1848 Communist Mani-
festo: “Abolition of the family!” Karl Marx did not mean
-that human relations ought to be abolished; absolutely
. the opposite--he was calling for “creative human rela-
tions,” -bhased on relations between people in their full
humamty, not treating human belngs as thmgs, or plac-
ing relations to things above people.
As Raya Dunayevskaya puts it, this is Why Marx con-
. -cretized each human relatlonshlp as a ‘to be’ instead of a
“‘to have'.”? The family as a structure is concerned with
" possession, not life, so ‘‘the family,” as constituted, is an
unlikely site for the generation of fully human beings.

- This does not mean that all families or family relations

- are in all cases inhuman.

But the need for a sweepmg structural critique of the :

" family, the  de-mythologizing of the word *‘family,” and
- the need to maintain this critique in the face of senti-
" mentalizing retrogression—these perspectives have been
~crucial to any: Humamst Marxism, and to feminist and

gay/lesbxan l1beratlon So while Marx is not discussing'

1L Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution, third edi-
tion (New York: Columbia University Press, 1989) p. 5, empha-
sis mine. v

2. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera-
tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revoliution, second edition
{Champaign; IL: University of Illinois Press, 1991), p. 81.

3. The Communist: Manifesto states “The bourgeois claptrap
about the family...the hallowed co-relation of parent and child,
*becomes- all the more dlsgustmg, the more, by the action of

Queer notlons Notes for a Marx:st-Humanlst

philosophy of les/bi/gay re volution

issues of sexuality and sexual orientation per se, he is

" clearly attackmg the formalistic authoritarianism of the

family—which is the basis of heterosexism.
Similarly, Marx’s discussion of Man/Woman relations

points to the “‘character of this relation’’ between man .

and woman as indicating the degree-to-which “manas a
species has become human.” One could infer that the re-
lation of male to female needs to be that of human to hu-
man, displacing gender (and sexuality) as the sole(or

~ even primary) determinant of social relation; therefore,

Marx is jettisoning the heterosexist assumptmn that
“man is for woman and woman is for man’s use.”*
Likewise, when Marx discusses, in his critique of

' Feuerbaeh; that materialism must understand “reality,
sensuousness’’-not only “in the form of...object(s)...(but) ~

as-human sensuous activity, practice’” (i.e., as subjectiv-
ity), there is 4 point of entry for queer thought. The sen-
suousness’ of materialism is present in human thought

and human activity, and acknowledgmg and hvmg that

human /materiallty is necessary for a total uprooting of -

the old. In building subjectiwty from the body, the mate-
rialism of queer. reality is a given, awaltmg our philoe-

. sophic self-development of it. .
Of course, Marx does not address the issue of gay hb-

eration directly, but, as Dunayevskaya points out, this is

because “there was no gay liberation movement’ when

he was alive.® Given that Marx’s Marxism and Marxist-
Humanism, as developed by Dunayevskaya, develop the-
ory and philosophy from active forces of liberation, this
is a crucial point. It is not Marx’s responsibility to be a
seer, to name before the fact every future liberation
cause. This renders the specific historic appearance of
gay liberation quite interesting.
" The movement towards self-definition as lesbian and
gay (declaring an entire personal identity rather than
simply classifying various sexual acts) began in the late
19th century, and-didn’t reach the acceleration of its
current movement until the 1969 Stonewall riots.
Given these origins, what we have is a liberation

movement—a- distinct’ movement of human self-defini- .
tion—that began only after a philosophy of revolution

had been formulated. What does it mean that gay and
lesbian self-definition begins once the importance of hu-

man self-determination has been explicitly articulated?

What do we do with this legacy? Can we understand this
as a revolutionary opportunity? Are we the “first fruits”

.of a new continent of thought?! -
In a landmark article, gay scholar John D’Emilio’spec--

ulated that capitalism created the material conditions for
gay.existence, by economically freeing people from fami-
ly-based economic structures, While he calls on gays and
lesbians to eppose capitalism;, his theory depends on his-
torical determiriism. By making queer subjectivity a by-
product. of capitalist economic relations, he misses the
self-development of the Idea of Freedom.

For instance, he doesn’t notice the growth of lesbian
identification among working class women: at the time of

World War II, instead ascribin ng lesbian identification to-

educational and class privilege.® Even more blatantly (al-

modern mdustry, all family ties among the proletanans are torn
asunder, and their children turned into smple articles of com-
merce and instruments of labour.” This is certainly descnptxve
of the contemporary scene, where ““family values” claptrap is
played off against cuts.in. AFDC and schodl lunches.

" 4. This charming quote is from an anti-abiortion protester, Ross,

‘who recently attempted to ‘‘sét me straight” during a chmc de-

- fense in.California. He failed. - .
5. Raya Dunayevskaya, Women’s Liberation and the Dialec-

tics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future (Atlantic High-
lands, NJ: Humanities Press, 1985), p. 180. .

6. John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity,” in The Lesbi-
‘an and Gay Studies Reader; p. 471; the article was first pub-
lished in'1983.

though with admirable honesty), he admits he-cannot ex-

plain why, in the first half of the 20th century, “for rea-
sons not altogether clear, urban black communities ap-

peared relatively tolerant of homosexuality.” Because he
is not looking for subjective self-development, he misses

“the drive toward freedom, and so his commendable poli-

-tics are brought to the subject by will alone.
Raya Dunayevskaya upbraids Rosa Luxemburg for a
like shortcoming, saying ‘‘(a)ll her magnificent desecrip-

tions of imperialism have no live Subject arise to oppose -

it; they (the colonized) remain just suffering masses, not

gravediggers of imperialism.” When historieal determin--

ism delimits the conditions of both oppression and liber-
ation, movemernts for freedom are reduced to either hap-
py accidents or holographic inventions of theorists.
Dunayevskaya urges us to look to-revolutionary sub-
jects and to-the philosophy of revolution, because:

“(t)he nodal points of a serious revolutionary theory are .

rooted in self-activity of the masses who make the revo-
lution, and the leadership’s singling out of those live
forces of revolution, not only as Force, but as Reason. "1
The simultaneity of force and reason is central to
Dunayevskaya’s dialectic understanding of Hegel’s Abso-
lutes. There is a movement from practice to theory, and
from theory to philosophy, where philosophy is a vitally
materially active mode of change:-‘‘the dialectic (is) the

movement of both ideas and of masses in motion to-

wards the transformation of reality....a passion for phi-
losophy is actually a passion: for freedom, which: strives

not separate it from the transformation of reality.” &

QUEER REVOLUTIONARY SUBJECTIVITY.

This unity of Force and Reason is crucial to queer rev-
olutionary

critiquing dualism, tends to reify these two concepts,

subjectivity. ' Feminist analysis . of the"
body/mind split, while forwarding the worthy goal of

“to acquire, to find, a philosophic expression that would

leaving them ahlstoncally abstract. Force and Reason to-.-

gether suggest dynamic and progressive processes which
can develop questions of agency, temporahty, and a col-
lective movement to freedom.

None of this is automatic, because we hve in restrxc-
tive circumstances, which are anti-human, anti-life, anti-.
love, anti-creativity. From within this, we need to “cre-

ate the conditions for everyone-to be able to experiment ‘

with choices, with love, with the family.”

What Dunayevskaya rightly cautions against is-estab- -

lishing any. fixed particular, of maintaining only one type

of love-making as: correct.. What - this means is that
les/bi/gay subjectivity is not merely a particular in the

" struggle for universal freedom, let alone a diversion or

distraction from other movements (as some- Leftists

maintained when gay liberation became militant in the.

‘early 1970s), Rather, queer revolutionary subjectivity il-

lustrates what Hegel described as the “self-determina- .
tion or particularization” of the Absolute Idea.? The cru--
cial dialectical move is to ask ‘“what are you goin‘g to,do -

to create the new?”’

Such a question is not answered w1th a pre-fabricated,
‘simplistic plan of action. Queer revolutionary philoso-’

phers might look-instead to developing manifestations of

Force and Reason. How are our Force and Reason forms

of our passion for one another, our passion for-human
contact and human relation, our passion for change, and
our passion for freedom? Passion is defined as a power-

-ful and compelling emotion, a strong enthusiasm, an ex-.
travagant desire or furious anger, as well as having obvi- -

ous sexual overtones. Combining these shades of mean-

ing, I define revolutionary lesbian passion as a form of =

motion and deep involvement; which potentlally contains

“both the negation-of what oppresses us (that. is, our in-
tense anger toward homo-hatred) and the negatlon of-
” the negation in our positive desire.

Near the end of Capital, Marx speaks of how “new

forces and new passions spring up in the bosom of socie- .
. ty, forces and passmns which feel themselves to.be fet-

tered by that society.””'® I would say that the revolution-

ary possibilities of gay and lesbian liberation lie in the =

importance of revolutionary passion that includes both
love and creativity in a.drive for the transformation of
society and the occasion for new human relations.

Feminist theorist Barbara Gittings once speculated

that “because of its chaotic nature, gay liberation could

not be subsumed by the left,” but I say that our ability,

as a community,-to be simultaneously many things orga-

nizationally and in terms of identity, is exactly some--

thing new that we add to the self-develgpment of the
Idea of Freedom.

As Hegel said about the Absolute Idea, it is “not so

feeble as merely to have a right to exist without actually -

existing”’; likewise, our queer lives are not a-feeble part
of the reality that is the Absolute, the open ontology of

- ¢ceaseless movement, the absolutely fabulous chaos of
- human creative power. T am confident that queer ener-

gy—an energy that critiques the emptiness of what'is

given while embracmg each other in a freely associated @ :
community—will be a part of the dialectic that trans- -

forms the world..

7. Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and .

Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, p. 172.

8. Raya Duriayevskaya, “Hegel, Marx, Lenin; Fanon and the Di-
alecties of Liberation Today,” presentation of Dec. 5, 1976, The
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection #15026.

9. Hegel, Science of Logic, Miller trans., p. 824.

10. Karl Mirx, Capital, Volume One (New York: thage
1977), p. 928.
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by John Alan :

" On Labor Day, during prime time, pubhc television
(PBS) honored Richard ~Wright by airing “Richard
Wright: ‘Black Boy.”” PBS released little advance publici-
-ty and the urban press published no serious reviews. Ob-

‘ “viously, today the media has only a lukewarm interest in

‘Richard Wright. In the 1940s it was quite different.
Wright’s novel Native Sorn was a best seller and his auto-
‘biography Black Boy and articles aroused the hostility of

.- the Communist Party, the hatred of racist Senator Bilbo
. and criticism from the Black elite. '

Madison “Davis ' Lacy,  who wrote “Rlchard Wright:

" “Black Boy,” " takes us on a journey through Wright’s

life, starting with his-birth on a plantation in Mississippi
in"1908. and ending with his death in Paris in 1960.
Lacy’s story was converted into a film using old newsreel

; \footage, selections from films of Wright’s novels and sto-
“ries. and interviews. He includéd peopie who knew
Wright personally and .others who have opinions and -

- theories about him,

It could be hard to choose where to begm Wright's sto-
ry.-1 would have preferred to start at the moment in

- Wright’s life when he discovered the character “Bigger

Thomas’’ and wrote the novel Native Son. This was the.
turning point in Wright’s creative and intellectual life.
He had become an important American novelist and

~ like his “Big Boy”” had left home. The great Black migra-
“tion from the South was over, Wright had entered the

world of his dreams and he could not find himself. He

‘joined the Communist Party, as Margaret Walker said,
- with the hope that it had a solution to the race problem

and then he discovered ‘‘that it had no solution.” And

"now he was facing a new reality in Bigger Thomas, an
urban, slum-bred Black youth. From this point, one -

-could look backward and forward in Wright’s life.

‘T thought that Maryemma Graham, Joyce Ann Joyce
and Michael: Dyson were obscuring the complexity of
Wright’s development by over emphasizing ‘“fear” as the

o defining determinant in Wright’s writings. Joyce said

“fear”’ was ‘‘at_the core” of everything Wright wrote.
Dyson- reinforced this by saying that ‘“‘all Blacks have

“had to come to grips with their internal demon.”

“internal demons” were never basic issues
‘“How Bigger Was Born,” the
were not’ “‘essentially...bad’’ people, but they

Fear and

ously, they took their lives in their hands by opposing

~rac1sm which Wright thought was the * moral horror of

(contmued from page 1)

Chalrman ‘of the Joint Chiefs of Staft, he opposed gays

: .- and lesbians in the military.

The fight for Black civil rights was not an event that

overly concerned Powell; even when Black Power was be- .

ing loudly proclaimed -in/the Vietnam War era military

by Black Gls fighting racism in the ranks. Yet, it is the

‘struggle . for - Black civil rights that Powell has
calculatedly sought to appropriate as his own, not unlike

"Clarence Thomas’s erstwhile embrace of Martin Luther-
-King and Malcolm X.

In Powell’s belated identification with King, he surely
could not have solidarized with King’s profound anti-war
stand against the imperialist Vietnam War that Powell

. used as a career stepping-stone. And what of that Army

‘that Powell and white America proclaim to be the ideal

" of an integrated society?

During the Vietnam War more than half of those in
“the stockades were Black, while a young Maj. Colin Pow-
ell covered up the barbaric My Lai massacre carried out

by white officers. Even in the all-volunteer Army of the -
-71980s ‘that Powell was instrumental in shaping, Blacks
received dishonorable  discharges at four times the rate

of whites; Blacks and Latinos were over half those in
Army stockades; and Black and Latino recruits were the
-majority of those classified E-1 and E-2, the lowest _JOb
classification in the Army.

Powell’s appropriation. of the Black: civil. rxghts strug-
gle and the legacy of Martin Luther King is particularly

- insidious, given that his Commander-in-Chief George

Bush not only chese to unleash Powell and the dogs of

" war in the Persian Gulf during the Martin Luther King
" holiday. in 1991, but simultaneous with his presidential

infamy of vetoing the Civil Rights Act of 1991.

Bush could divert Black and liberal critics of his civil

rights veto and poverty conscription of Black youth by
pointing to his Black militarist-imperialist clone, Gen.
Colin Powell, head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a position
that made him a policy-maker, as well as the one most

- responsible for carrying out U.S. imperialist policy.
* By no means will the reactionary, right-wing Republi- -
can Party allow Powell to usurp their retrogressive agen- -

da, no matter how much he plies the oxymoron that he

is a “fiscal conservative with a social conscience” (what-
.~ ever-that means).

Where the Right and Powell do share what Hegel in
the Phenomenology of Mind called a ‘“‘party interest

" which he has taken up and defended or maintained” is

in-the area of extending U.S. imperialism’s “new world
order.” When it comes to U.S. imperialist foreign palicy,
Powell and the Republican Right are more than natural
allies.

Gen. Colin Powell is one of the principal architects and

instruments of the Reagan-Bush imperialist foreign poli-
¢y, which historically has been the most aggressive and .

,Blackf"edVlew | Richard erght today

Negro life in the United States.”
Yes, as Maryemma Graham said, Blgger Thomas is a

‘composite personality. To be more precise, he is a specif-
ic type of individual created by the class and race rela- .

tionships of a specific society and, at the same time, he is

not a specific single individual, but a persomﬁcatmn of

millions of people.
Mark Naison added a concrete contribution to the poli-

tical meaning of Bigger Thomas when he said: “Bigger -

Thomas was not a person amenable to any political
movement and essentially Wright was saying that there
was in northern urban centers a type of person no politi-

- cal movement could speak to. That's a very difficult mes-

sage for the CP [Communist Party] to take. As a. result
this caused a crisis in Communist circles.”

Naison’s statement points to the source\ of Wright's
break with the Communist Party. Wright discovered a
new Black subject, and thus a new objectivity. This hap-
pened in the early 1940s, when capitalism was gearing-.
up to plunge the world into another bloody war. Wright
left the CP. then, according to Margaret Walker, because
he thought “the Party had abandoned Black people

~ when it would not support the March on Washington.”

As'T watched “Richard Wright: ‘Black Boy,” ”’ I began
to think—as.periods of Wright’s life went by and com-
mentators gave their opinions on whether or not Wright

declined as a novelist in self-exile in Paris—that Native .

Son was Wright’s_only novel which had a startling im-
pact upon the American consciousness and it was all

“about a Black slum youth called Bigger Thomas.

Bigger Thomas! A poor, frustrated, angry, violence-

“prone Black youth, a youth Wright calls “an American

Native Son,” the hidden truth he wanted to_bring to
America’s consciousness—this was the task and the en-
ergizing force behind Wright’s creativity.

This is what makes Wright a contemporary. He was

able to see that American civilization would produce an

underclass of estranged, Black youth who are unem-
ployed and poor. He caught a trend which nobody pre-
dicted in 1940 and which is now an undeniable feature of
American capitalism.

The greatness of Wright is that he described the un-

‘derclass not just as pure negativity, but as a force that

could oppose the existing society. This puts Wright on a
much higher level of humanity than some commentators
today, like Cornel West, who only see Black youth as a
nihilistic force. OQur task is to develop the positive ele-
ment in that opposition to the inhuman system in events
like the Los Angeles Rebellion.

' militarist in this century, from Grenada to Panama and

from the Gulf of Sidra to the Persian Gulf.

In fact, Powell, whether he runs for president or not,
is the only p011t1c1an in the running, including Pre31dent
Clinton, who comes with a comprehensive doctrine of
P ohtlcal niilitary power that has been tested-and made
operational for the 21st century. This is no Ollie North
off-the-shelf operation.

Thus, the last thing in which we can afford to mdulge
is the medla mythology about Colin Powell’s “American
journey.” .Powell drew up and executed U.S. imperialist

. policy for the last 15 years for three presidents. More im-

portantly, in Gen. Colin Powell is embodied the principal
post-Vietnam-War-era doctrine of integrating military
and political power structures and circumscribing press
and public opinion of U.S. 1mperlahst policy.

The actual Powell paradox is that the very press corps

that he handled and massaged into a self-censoring in--

strument of U.S. militarist-imperialist policy is the very
one that currently.cannot get enough of him. The media
manufacture of a “national hero” in the likeness of Gen.

- Colin Powell is the culmination of the Powell (post-Viet-
nam Pentagon) -Doctrine of a state-capitalist mili~ -

tary/political power structure, based on’ depoliticizing
press and public opinion of U.S. 1mperlahst pohcy
The effects of the Powell Doctrine is evident in the lib-

_eral punditry of Anthony Lewis, who sees in ‘‘the Gener-

al” what *‘all Americans” (sic) do, ““hope, not more ideol-
ogy”’ (New York Times, Sept. 29, 1995, p. Al1). To this
‘“end of ideclogy’’ delusion, the prominent international
affairs scholar Ronald Steele adds the more wishful “end
of politics” chorus that ‘““what Mr. Powell offers us is an

* escape from politics, which seems to be what we want”

(New York Times Book Review, Sept. 17,1995, p. 19).’
Despite the media manufacture of Powell “‘authentici-
ty” and Powell ‘‘honesty,” large segments of Black

America, according to polls, seem to think that the “true

meaning of this ‘Honesty’...lies in not being so honest as
it seems,” as Hegel reminds us in his analysis of the
1deolog1cal self-deceptions civil socxety is subject to when

~ it is no longer certain of its purpose in the world.

A mini-conference of the Mid-
west Radical Scholars and Ac-
tivist Conference

HEGEL MARX, AND
THE PRESENT CRISIS

October 17, 1-5 pm, Multi-Purpose Rm., the
Living Learning Center (corner of Sheridan

Sept. 11 the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Inter-

" to be homeless just puts you at the bottom of the «pit

 him on involuntary manslaughter charges, but activist

and Winthrop), Loyola University Chicago

Bl

South Central tWIst’

South Central Los Angeles——On Sept. 14, my
young neighbor went for a ride with ‘a friend and got
caught up in:“a twist,”'a drug deal gone bad. My young
neighbor was innocent. I know he did not deal in drugs.

. He and one other Black youth were killed and one was

wounded.

While there are many innocents to be found within
South Central LA who do not deal in-drugs the myth is
“either you know and you ain’t saying or you are saying

and you don’t know.” The police said they recovered -

from the scene $75,000 and five pounds of cocaine (many

_ say that the coke was fake). But obviously the innocent
*are dying on.a daily basis. =

The explosive combination of drugs like cocaine, hero-

in, alcohol, and living with abusive cops and poverty has -

created a continuous wave of death ard -destruction
within the Black and Latino community. This poverty
existence has only increased since the 1992 LA rebellion
(leavmg drugs as the main alternative to get money).

The condmon of poverty “pushes’ the desire to numb

the consciousness through drugs to prevent madness.
* Any inner city youth, or ‘“‘old head,”

in South Central
feels at the breaking point. Tempers flare and death and
violence easily follow. Then afterwards, when people are

.~ imprisoned, nobody knows why.

This system, dominated by the police and politicians,

push de-sensitizing drugs to attempt to destroy creativi- -

ty and prevent the “‘next 1992 explosion” from happen-
ing again. To physically reach beyond the confines of the

ghetto/barrio, whose human relationships reflect self-de- -

struction, means a high level of much needed mass re-
volt.
Alcohol and drugs allow us to forget the abuses of the

V past, to escape reality, to ‘“‘take a chill pill.”" The dope
* deals allow a few to ‘‘come up,” a few high rollers-to ex-
perience a false sense of wealth while unable to leave the

poverty of their minds. Many are unable to leave the few

‘small blocks that they control through violence, drugs

and the only money that doesn’t leave the Hooch. Far

~ too many have joined the ranks of the walking dead from -
crack or alcoholism...on a midnight creep.

The capitalist system practices a form of apartheld‘
when it comes to drugs. Where in South Central'you can
find a liquior store on every corner, you can also find the

cheap and potent form of alcohol, for example Old Eng- -
* lish 800, on commercial billboards. They call it “the

Power” with the picture of a tiger; on the streets we call
it “crazy 8 ball.”” You cannot find this malt liquor in the
suburbs. B ‘

While whites are smoking more crack in the suburbs
than Blacks-or Latinos, people of color get busted with
the “three strikes you're out” law. The reality is that
drugs are being used as'a weapon against the minds of

workers, youth, unemployed and minorities who are the *

most rebelhous But don’t insult my intelligence by-

“Just say no” to drugs. We need to say yes to everything

that’s human, and everything that’s knowledge and cre-
ativity that feeds the mmd and not dulls it.
—Géene Ford/G. w.

Protest klller cop

Chicago—On July 30 on Chicago’s Near North Side
at about 12:30 a.m., Joseph Gould, a homeless Black
man, approached off-duty white police officer Gregory
Becker and his girlfriend as they left a local bar. Gould
offered to- wash their car windows. A disagreement
erupted in which Becker pulled out hls ‘pistol and shot an

unarmed :

"Gould through the skull killing him.
‘Becker left the scene of the shooting.
| He was only caught because eye-wit-
nesses got his license plate number.
. “What followed was a classic case of
the forces of race, class and the police
colliding and colluding. State’s Attor-
ney = Jack Q’Malley, ‘an ex-cop,
dropped murder charges. The judge.
in the case, Associate Judge Robett
% Bastone, the son of a state trooper,

dismissed -involuntary -manslaughter

Joe Gould
charges. The killing and the obvious racism in mishan-
dling this case set off a series of protests; '

On Aug. 4, friends of:Joseph Gould, including other

homeless. men —and women,  StreetWise vendors
(StreetWise is a newspaper sold by the homeless in Chi-
cago), and clergy marched ‘from the spot where Gould
was killed to the Pacific Gardens Mission. There they 1it
candles:and held a prayer v1g11

Other protests followed in. September outside of the
State’s ‘Attorney’s office and in front of City Hall. On

faith Council for the Homeless, News and ‘Letters mem-
bers, homeless men and women"and concerned citizeng
converged on the State of Tllinois building to protest the
murder and the dismissal of charges. Protesters shoute
“No Justice!. No Peace!” as they took over downto
streets in their march to the Federal Building.

The demonstrators wanted to know why the life of
homeless Black man was not given as much respect as
anyone else’s life. In an earlier interview in StreetWise
Gould’s cousin Patricia Howell, echoed these sentiments
“Black men are labeled threatening and dangerous. An

But it shocks me that someone could blow him away.’

Other protests followed. A week later a prayer vigi,
and rally was held at the spot where Gould was killed
The protests and pressure made the grand jury indici

are rlghtfully demandmg> murder charges be reinstated.
: ~ _—Robert Ree
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Stnkers cost Detroit newspapers dearly

DetrOIt—On Saturday evening, Sept 30, over 500

- strikers from the six newspaper unions and their sup-

porters rallied at the Detroit riverfront printing plant
(where the early sections are printed) to stop distribu-
“tion of the combined Detroit News-Detroit Free Press

Sunday edition. News sections are put out in the Ster- -

ling Heights plant, where the Detroit Newspapers Agen-

cy (DNA) got the courts to issue an injunction' against.

mass picketing..

" The DNA has been getting some papers out of the
printing plant; so workers are now trying to stop the
trucks. at- the distribution depots in the Detroit area.
They: left the rally after 11 .p.m. in pre-designated
groups. The fiercest conflicts with police and private se-
curity erupted in Detroit at the Clayton St. distribution
‘terminal. At least eight strikers were arrested Saturday
night, but Sunday home delivery was disrupted.

.+ A-striking press operator described one basic issue in

their contract: who will determine the number of press

‘ operators that set up the job. The press operators had al-

ready bargained away positions in the last contract, but
the DNA now wants near-total control.
brought in company lackeys who bust ass so supervisors
can claim the Job set-ups need far less workers.
The DNA’s aim from the start is to break the union,
-one way- or the other. They forced the strike. The pres-
ence of federal arbitrators has pressured the DNA to re-

turn to bargaining, but their position is not even back to °

where offers stood when the strike began. The DNA

*runs a highly profitable newspapeér operation, but wants -

more than the millions in concessions the newspaper

‘workers have made since the DNA began. Every worker -

who’s going to cross and scab has done it, and every
‘worker who is out will never go back under the DNA’s
‘ current terms. -—Striker's and supporters
. ‘ °

Detroit—1It is more than 10 weeks since the bitter
“battle of Lafayette Blvd. began here in this cradle of
“trade union organization where people mark the passing

years by the ebb and flow of contract bargaining and the

struggle of workers for better wages, conditions and job

security. To many union veterans, the fight joined be-
tween: the nation’s two largest newspaper publishing
_companies, ‘Gannett Corp. and Knight Ridder, Inc., and
-“the six small unions which represent 2500 people who
write, edit, print and deliver a morning and evening pa-
per looks more like a fossil remnant:of the anti- labor po-

: lices of the 1930s:
. The unions—the Teamsters, Newspaper Guild, Press-

. (continued from pagetl)
ance....Instead of management devoting time and energy
to controlling  the “workforce directly, workers control
themselves.”” Peer pressure and individual competition

work to the company’s advantage. “Quite simply, when
helping other team members keep up, workers in effect
supported the speedup.” The use of temporary workers,
another control mechanism, began after Graham left.

their jobs should be done. Capital merges that truth
with the myth of a common interest between workers.
and the company: quality plus productivity eguals job
security. Graham writes that “The essence of the partic-
ipation workers were granted involved, at best, improv-

speeding up their jobs,”
to participate as forms of resistance: .

“The morning team meeting was a ritual of coopera-
tion... Through these meetings Team 1 received status
eports in the form of the daily defect sheet from man-
gement. This report-involved the team in the flaw of in-
ormation and gave the appearance that all of us were
rivy -to information customarily confined to manage-
ment....After SOP, when the team leader -passed around
he defect report sheet instead of carefully: examining

ne person to another without glancing at it.”
There was collective resistance against forced over-

ues, ‘“‘Sabotage occurred when workers on one of the
ar line teams discovered how to stop the assembly line

nly allowed people on their team to catch up, it gave
veryone time. away from the line....At one morning
eam meeting, our team leader reported that the line

'he company was unable to account for the time.”
My main quarrel with this book is that Graham
efuses to name the enemy capitalism. She writes in-

asic conflict with the interests of working people’’—as
ough this were a choice a company-makes. Just as cap-

hile at-work), Graham’s coworkers do not speak in this
ook about matters beyond the plant walls.
“Graham’s " discussion of alternatives is confined . to

ructures found in the Japanese model provide openings
r the union,” she writes, ‘‘to guide the comipany in a
irection that forces it to make good on its rhetoric of
orker involvement.” Utopial But-what has happened to
e ‘“‘basic conflict”? It seems to me we must raise our
ghts higher, totransforming this whole exploitative,
cxst sexxst somety :

- They have

emerge within :the teams; even mutual support could -

There is. a kernel of truth in the rhetoric, if not the -
‘practice,’ of team concept: workers do know best how ~

ing quality; at worst and more commonly, it involved
and she sees silence and refusal

nd reacting to it, team members. quietly handed it from- .
ime and shift rotation, and over health and safety is-

ithout management tracing their location....This not
ad stopped for a total of 20 minutes the day before and -

tead of “the company’s drive for profit maximization im -

alism compartmentalizes people (you are only a worker -

nionization. ‘“Once traditional union goals are met, the

men, Typographers, Mailers, and  pressroom help--
ers—struck the Detroit News, the Detroit Free Press

~and Detroit Newspapers, Inc., July 16. The news and ed-

itorial departments of the two papers operate separately

and competitively under a joint operating agreement

that allows the papers to combine their business, circula-

tion and advertising sales departments.
" . Under the joint operating agreement, approved by the
-. U.S. Supreme Court in 1989 under the Newspaper Pres-

ervation Act, Gannett and Knight Ridder divide profits
from the two papers 50-50 for the next 95 years. So

-while the two newspapers frequently preach free enter-
‘prise ‘and government restraint for others in editorials

that range from ¢entrist to very conservative, they them-

. selves do business as a government-approved monopoly.

On the pages of the Free Press and particularly on the
pages of the Detroit News, strikers are mean obstruc-

tionists bent upon violent mischief. Newspaper manag-
- ers are patlent forbearing and interested only in protect-

ing their property even when. semi-trailer trucks head
into picket lines at high rates of speed.
The spin on newspaper strike stories has been so obvi-
ous that even total outsiders question the credibility of
the News and Free Press. ‘“They have no credibility. It’s
right down the tubes,” said one editor who like many of
his colleagues—who are now producing the two papers

_in the absence of reporters—is working six-day weeks

and 10 and 12 hour days without any premlum pay.
But the newspaper managements are pouring millions
of dollars into prosecuting the strike and risking millions

-more in advertising and circulation. More than 200 ad-

vertisers,” many of them major advertisers, have with-

‘drawn from the papers for the duration of the strike.
. - Although the newspapers contend they are delivering

90% of their pre-strike circulation, this week newspaper

- managers acknowledged that they have refused to un-

dergo an independent circulation audit. because of “cir-
culation problems” stemming from the strike. Without
an independent audit, the papers will be unable to estab-
lish secure rates for advertisers who must have insur-
ance they. are reachmg the audience they want. Even
management people in this profoundly union town have
been surprised by. the amount of money Gannett -and
Knight Ridder have poured into their attempt to dictate
the terms of their collective bargaining agreements.
Out-of-pocket expenses have included two.private se-

curity forces; guards for newspaper deliverers; payments
of more than $400,000 in overtime to' the Sterling :

Heights, Mich., police force called in to help move papers
from the printing plant past picketing strikers; and rent-
ed helicopters to fly small numbers of papers out of the
suburban plant when the pickets wouldn’t be moved.
“Tell me why they couldn’t have deferredl some of this
money into settling the contract and given themselves :
better prospects for the future,” said one retired auto ex-
ecutive, “It certalnly does look like they are trying to
break the union.” But they may ‘have broken more than

their word or a few small union locals. A sign chalked
* onto the sidewalk in front of the News building said it
~all: “Journalism died here.”

. The strikers’ own paper, the Detroit Journal, is also
on - Internet at  http:/ www.rust.net/ ™ work-
ers/strike.html . - - : ‘

—Striking Detroit ,)ournahst
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-in the plant. Now that I'm
you 24 hours a day, seven days a: week!

‘Starving’ Staley hogs

Decatur, Ill.—Dan Lane of locked-out Paperwork-
ers Local 7- 83‘7 is on a hunger strike. Today, Oct. 2, is -
day 32. It's put a sense of urgency on the struggle w1th
Staley. We tried all along to have this sense of urgency,
but now we want other people to sense it and call Pepsi
and Coke and‘tell them to dump. Staley. Instead of call-

‘ing tomorrow, people ‘may make that call today when

you know someone’s life is on the line. Since the fast be-

gan, we know that letters and calls to Pepsi and Coke

have increased. Dan has a lot to live for, especially a new
eontract, and he’s'not doing this to kill himself.

We had a 40-day fast this summer. It was supported -
by ‘members of the local, spouses, and community people
who signed up for one to three days to fast and even took
turns on three-day. fasts. Near the end of the 40 days,
Dan started. He announced it would be open-ended.’ -

Along with the 40-day fast, we had 12-hour rotational

- shifts at the gate that the community in Decatur could
- “understand as the rotational - shifts that companies
here—Staley, Firestone, and Caterpillar—want to im- .~

plement. People came up with the idea of chaining
themselves to the fence. This demonstration ended yes-
terday, Oct. 1, with a rally of 300-400 people. From the
hunger strike, we have started to get:some natlonal cov-’
erage from the media.

The State Department of Commumty and City Affairs
pulled two out. of three of Staley’s tax abatements after
we succeeded in getting the: media’s attention. The
abatements were in the form of promissory notes to pre-

_ serve or create jobs. One abatement saved Staley from -
‘paying taxes for equipment and machinery. Staley ap-

plied for a five-year exemption in 1989.supposedly to re-
tain 1,356 jobs. The other one was a utility tax exemp-

“tion in December 1992, to retain 1,000 jobs:

But when they reapplied for the sales tax exemptlon,' .
they said they had saved 880 jobs, well below what they -
said they had when they applied for:-the utility tax ex-
emption. That’s when we showed they didn’t keep jobs
for the sales tax exemption either and it should be re-
scinded. It took a year for the State to say, “You're
right.” Rescinding the utility tax alone will run $4.5 mil-
lion with penalties and interest! The State is auditing
the books to see how much machinery they bought dur-
ing the exemption, and they’ll have to pay back that too.

We took a couple of live hogs to the Staley headquar-

ters. We called the media and told them these were the . -

Staley hogs feeding at the corporate welfare trough! We

“laid out the whole tax abatement scam right there. That
_was on Aug. 15. Aug. 27 was when the State rescinded

Staley’s utility tax exemption! If they didn’t lock us out,
 no one would have caught them. But like someone said

to the company when the lockout began, “I can:screw
with you three days, 12 hours a day when I'm working"
out of ajob, I 'can screw with

129

—Locked-out Staley worker

‘Stop the harassment!’

C'hlcago— The problem is one of our foremen at Si-
nai Kosher—Kiran. He had grown women crying one
week. We've never had someone over us like this. We
need a job, but we don’t want someone cursing us out.

“We do 1,800 boxes in six hours on .the. packaging
lines—that’s a lot of hot dogs and Polish sausage. The
women on the line work hard to fill pockets When bot-
tom filler comes, they pick up four hot dogs in each hand .
and fill it before it goes on to be sealed. ; :

" Binai Kosher used to have four women on ene
- multivac machine; but since Sara Lee bought the compa-

ny, they have tried getting by with three. Sometimes one
of the' women is a new hire. Management knows she’ll -

- miss pockets, so they add a fourth woman to help. When

the three get tired and don’t put the meat in correctly, :
she fixes it. She also takes out green meat.

A few weeks ago one of the Polish women from anoth-
er line came over to help pick up pockets the extra wom-"- -
an missed. That makes five, but they were all getting =~
tired running meat for so many -hours. When the pock--
ets keep going unfilled, the machine jams. You know
management doesn’t want the line to stop! Kiran came
‘over and shouted at her, “Why are you missing the -
pockets!”’ The Polish woman tried to say something, but.
he hollered, ‘‘Get off the line!”’ She was’ crymg She
didn’t want to go home. She was just tired. ~

Kiran also makes people stay late. People who come in
at 12 a.m. expect to go home at 8:30 a.m. Sometimes
they don’t want to stay to 12 p.m. But when there isa
new product, they want us to stay late to pack it.

Everyone thought when Sara Lee took over Sinai Ko-
sher that things would get better—better pay, better -
treatment. But they are doing whatever they want. If
you have to take the day off, they ask you to call at least

" an hour before starting time. Still, even when you do

what they ask they treat you like dirt. Even when you
have a doctor’s appomtment they say come to work any-
‘way or they are going to let-you go.

We're tired of being threatened. When my kids are
sick, I'need to be there for them. That’s why we need
personal days. off. Why ¢ouldn’t the union fight for this?
Instead the union and the company opened our contract
last year to make some adjustments in our health insur-
ance.‘The union told us either we were to'pay our own
insurance, or they could take the raise—which we had -
just got—and put it toward health insurance coverage.
We gave up the raise, 14¢ an hour, until January.

Sinai Kosher profits went up since Sara Lee took over.

-Everyone thought we were helping them raise their

profits, so we were going to get good insurance—and
better treatment. It’s been nothing like that. - :
—S8inai Kosher worker
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 ON OUR PERSPECTIVES CAN THE IDEA OF FREEDOM
~ REMOBILIZE TODAY'S MASS MOVEMENTS...

'Readiné the 1995 Plenum Call and the

works of Dunayevskaya was like receiv-
ing clear and fresh water from ‘the
mountams, from an ignored and hidden .
. 8pring. Imperialism has globalized hun-

i ‘ger .and depravity, like sewer water

expressed ' in

~ poured over the planet, while these fresh

watérs ‘were: hidden under the disguise
of those who betrayed the great philoso-

- phies and revolutions which were made
‘over tnountains of pain. Our. constant

questioning has been that Marxism, as
“real” socialism,” did not
réach the depth of human behavior and

‘degenerated into Stalinism, abolishing
 freedom; I have ‘also worried that the

problem of -gender relations had not

. been revealed. Now the rediscovery of
« the “hurhanist Marx constitutes d new
_beginning as a life ::,force.

“Revolutionary
Ecuador

L2 O

n yOur'Pers'peotives (August-Septem-

. ber N&L) you put your firiger on it: com-
~puterization and robots replace living

. ‘workers, and if workers have no income

“how can they buy all the stuff? Surely
I'm not:the only one bemused by all the.

“post-industrial” talk. The computer is"

psychology of Jim Crowism”
" can Civilization on Trial is reinforced by

‘not only assembled by female slave labor

but the plastics have to be fabricated

from petroleum, which has to be eﬁtract- '

ed ‘and transported, and metals, which
have to be mined, smelted, transported.
The post-industrialists also don’t seem
to notice that we continue to’ need to eat
and that the growing, processing and
transportmg of food goes on.
Joanne Foreman
* New Mexico

* % *

Our task is not to articulate a philoso-
phy for others. It is to teach them how

"to articulate their own ideas, so they can

criticize those ideas for themselves. We*
must teach how to think, not what to
think. The best_teachers are those who
teach by example rather than by words.
We should therefore be more concerned

~with what we ourselves do than with de-

veloping a philosophy that we hope will |
inspire others to action. .

) Ivan Bachur
Warren, Mich.

* ok %

The paper has been of great use to me.
It tells you about the world — not only
what’s going on but what the future is
going to be like. Most of my friends get
interested in it the first time they read
it. Long live the struggle! :
T ~ African woman

. London

INTHE BLACK mmEnson

Your work toward a statement on the
Black situation in America is a worthy
undertaking. The travesty of the Afri-
can-American people can hever be over-

_stated. Our foundmg fathers brought -
-them here in bondage. Compounding
" that travesty is the way the privileged
- ruling class offers them as scapegoats to
the ‘unprivileged for. their failure to
~-share their wealth with the unprivileged.

We have created a country within a

" country — a hostile country that could
explode upon the whole. '

Working man
Auburn, Cal.

EE

What Raya Dunayevskaya -called “‘the

the police, a standing army that tells us
we are not invited into the whlte world.

.. Frantz Fanon cal]ed racism a ‘“‘mental -
- disorder.”.

The - psychologl of - Jim
Crowism is an attack on the Black mind.
That’s what Mark Fuhrman's tape rep-
resented. Whites might not have known

. about the racism of the LAPD but every
. Black did. The real key to the O.J. Simp--

son trial is that, even though he did
nothing for the Black community, he is
seen as Black, no matter how high up he

"+ got. When all that hate comes to the sur-
- face, you know there’s a storm coming.

Black worker
Los Angeles

R

A Black actlwst in the health field
came into the library where 1 work last
week and said,” “Tell me what the de-

- mands of the ‘Million Man March’ are. I ;

don’t see any demands.” I said that the
only ‘demands I read in the Final Call

* were demands that Black men “atone”

" for their lack of responsibility to Black

~families and community. “So there are
no demands on Gingrich or Clinton?,”

he ‘asked. “Well I have one that wou]d

~help millions of Black Americans—raise

the minimum wage to $10 an hour. I'd
march for just that.”
: Librarian

Chicago

Recently I heard a talk ‘on Mumia Abu

.. Jamal’s case, by Mary Mitchell, a mem-
“ ber of the National Association of Black

" Journalists (NABJ) and a writer.for the
. Chicago Sun Times, at the Women Writ-

-ers’ Conference in Chicago. She was an-

~'gry -about ‘the inaction of the NABJ on

Abu ‘Jamal’s case. There are 864 mem-

bers in the Chicago chapter but up until
‘~a few months ago no one knew who

‘Mumia -was. Later, the NABJ cavalierly
issued a statement saying that it could

- not. take “a position. Now after Abu

-Jamal has been denied a new trial, the
NABJ has just announced that it wants
_a full disclosure- of the facts. Mitchell
criticized: the prevalent attitude in the

media’ which makes Black -journalists

~in Ameri- -

choose between being Black and being a

- journalist. “When we cannot be who we

are, that is when we have failed.” She

challenged all journalists. who have fall-

en to the level of repeating what the es-

tablishment tells them, and asked them
to search for the true facts.

Mumia Abu Jamal’s supporter

Chicago

* & %

I'm disturbed by Farrakhan’s ‘“‘Million
Man March,” but not because of wheth-
er or not its slogans will be “‘radical.”

- What concerns me is the whole anti- ‘
women message, with women told to.

stay home and “‘take care of the kids.”
We’ve had two decades of Black feminist
organizing and consciousness-—and this
is what the Black intellectuals and’ a
large part of the community goes for?

The sexism of this society deeply worries

me.
; 7 Chicago

...AMONG THE YOUTH
As another reader said-in a recent is-

sue, it’s good to find that I am not alone
in how I think about things. I was sad-

- dened last year when I encountered

young-Mexican -students whose parents
had come here for a “better”*life and
who already feel nothlng matters, that
they won'’t get anywhere in this society.
I am trying to engage in dialogue with
_others as often as I can. I researched

gender bias in the schools last year and -

produced a short video that was present-
ed to my class.
» Young teacher

Iliinois

T ow ow

. Matrix I is. a -beefed up version of

Mayor Jordan’s program to clean home--

less people out of tourist and downtown
centers. The new version focuses on the
city’s parks. Jordan claims that home-

. less people dirty the park and make it

dangerous for children. But half the 200
people arrested in the new sweeps are
children themselves-—homeless youth:

He even passes his program off as a “so- -
lution”! If 10% of the money spent on -

these arrests was spent on. shelter and

_social services there ‘wouldn’t be any
need. for people to live in Golden Gate
Park.

Disgusted youth

- San Francisco -

..VS. THE RIGHT

I was surprised to hear that New York
City’s rlght -wing. Republican mayor,
Giuliani, is depicted elsewhere as a liber-
al. He recently spoke out agamst the

. anti-immigrant: measures sweeping oth-
er states, but how could he do otherwise
when so much of his constituency “is
made up -of immigrants? Guiliani came
into office’ on’a racist, pro-police plat-
form and has proceeded to slash all city

Black feminist

_OCTOBER 1995

‘services except police and to ehd anti-

discrimination measures. .

The on¢e:powerful city unions have
done nothing to stop the cutbacks in city
services. Guiliani got the parks workers’

union to go along with the new policy of -
forcing welfare recipients to work in the -

parks by promising that union employ-
ees w1Il be their supervisors.

. Angry.
New York City

%k ok
At a meeting entitled “The Rise of the
Right and the Threat of Fascism’ spon-

sored by the Bay Area Coalition Organ-
ized to Fight Fascism (BACOFF, pro-

nounced “back off”’) many in the audi-

ence shared their views at the open
mike. Some challenged the many leftists

~“in the room on their concept of a social-
ist state as the answer to fascism. One °

man said, “We need a united front, but

‘who are we uniting with? Remember

Rosa Luxemburg was killed by Social
Democrats and Stalin had no interest in

stopping Hitler.”

Despite the number of people who

_spoke, none even mentioned the fascist

Serbs in Bosnia, much less related the

global rise of fascism to the growing fas-

cism in the U.S. But many were inspired

to join in the fight against fascism in the

Bay Area and plan to help in building
the coalition.

Feminist

San Francisco

& ok %

When one looks around these days at

the essential aspects of our society, the
words of the protagonist in Aldous Hux-
ley’s Pala, the Island come to mind. He

was musing about the fate of insane peo-

ple in that “‘sane society’: “What is bet-
ter, to be insane in a sane socxety or sane
in an insane society?”’

If one analyzes the major aspects of
our society, the logical conclusion is that
we are living in an increasingly insane
society.

Correspondent
British Columbia

THE |
IMMIGRANT
EXPERIENCE

1 am constantly amazed at the propo-

" nents (such as Bob Dole)- who support:

adopting an “English-only”” approach to
educational eurriculum and methods of
1ns'truction. The idea that there is any-
thing “pure” about the English lan-
guage ignores that this is a country of
immigrants and refugees who. have con-
tributed - their culture,
richness of experience. They have come
to this country full of hope and desire

for a better future through hard work,

not a free ride.

It ignores common sense to think that’

immigrants have no desire to learn Eng-
lish. They are keenly aware of the doors
that are slammed in their face when

they cannot function in the dominant -
language, but they also quickly realize .

that it is ag much the color of their skin
as it is their linguistic competence which

results in discrimination. There is one ' -
" language which .surpasses all ‘barriers
.and-is understood the world over by all

those fighting for a better way of life. It

is the language which is shared by all -
- refugees, and which Raya Dunayevskaya

referred to as the universal language of

freedom. This is the language which -~

must be preserved.
Erica Rae
Ilinois
L .

B. Ann Lastelle wrote in the August-
September N&L about “taking back a
normal working day.”” I-have been talk-

ing .with both Latin American and Chi-
nese workers, and work weeks of 63 and .

70 hours are now the norm for immi-

grant labor in garment, restaurant and
other industries. It is as though we have: -
been thrown all the way back to the days | - -
of Karl Marx when the shortening of the . -

- (August-Septem- . |
" ber N&L) was-a &

language and

: intolerant - towards

i workmg day was the ﬁrst struggle of the

factory” workers. In the Midwest, the
Staley and Firestone workers struggle
against the imposition of 12-hour days.
In New York; Chinese and Latino work-

. ers’ centérs organize around having
- wage and hour laws enforced ‘by the gov-

ernment. - —
© It is too early to tell if thlS is a move-

--ment. What is certain is that if they can-
‘not limit their workmg day, workers will

be too exhausted to win any other gains
or r even thmk Or even survive.

John Marcotte

" New York

**’Y

I've been involved in the Phlhppme

' community lately and the- retrogressive
. ‘nature of immigration law is upper-

most ‘on everyone’s mind. On-Sept. 1,
the law -governing entry and employ-
ment -of foreign registered nurses in the
U.S. on H-1A visas expired and has cre- -
ated mass confusion. The INS will con-
tinue to receive petitions for hutses to
obtain or extend their H-1A status, but-
no decisions will be made on such filings

" until the U.S. Congress acts (or doesn’t -

act) to exterid the H-1A wvisa law. Guess

- which way they’ll vote

Jerry
’ ] " Illinois
NUCLEAR §
HORROR
1945, 1995

N&L’s focus on
the horrors of the
atomic homb. at-. .
tacks on -Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki —~

refreshing - break
from all the arti- -
cles and books based on a premlse that'
wusing the weapon was dictated by logic.
No matter how well “reasoned,”’ they
are ‘no more than rationalizations for
acts of sheer madness. The Absolute
Freedom' and Terror of hitting a van:
quished foe-ushered in not only the nu- "
clear age, but a new level of overkill
against enemies carefully selected for po-
litical expediency and inability to retali-
ate. The cowardice of such tactics is.con-:

" cealed by the rhetoric of the “belea- -

guered;”’ as in today’s whining from the
“‘oppressed” white male community.
D.M.. .
Alameda, Cal.’
E K
In this 50-year anniversary of the.~
atomic incineration of hundreds of thou-
sands of men, women and children, the
major political powers are continuing to

. develop nuclear technologies .at top-

speed. To use an analogy: gunpowder
took 1,000 years to reach its mass killing
capability — something nukes succeeded
at-on their first-try. ,
A small ' neutron - device -can- -be

) launched by a ship or land-based rocket

launcher only 25 miles away and be det- .
onated, a mile above its target, seconds
later, releasing lethal neutron radiation :
over a5 to 10-mile radius and causing"
severe medical problems out for 5 to 10
more miles — with the attackers in ‘a
safe zone, abple to enter- moments later to
collect “their booty! This is the type of
weapon the French are testing in the

South Pacific.
i R ) B.F,, dr.
: Los Angeles
@
GAYS/LESBIANS CONFER -

The-International Conference on Ho- -
mosexuahty in August in Ljubljana was
organized by the gay group Magnus and
the lesbian group LL. The conference in-
troduced very important themes such as
homosexuality . and  politics, AIDS and
discrimination, reglstered partnership..
It wag-very weltcovered in the Slovenian
media but the organizers expected more
Slovenian leshian -and gay attendants.
The' Slovenian public .is not: extremely .’
homosexuals and~
some leftist politicians are supportive of
gay and lesbian rights. ,

I Roza Klub
Slovenia
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WORKERS
_AND THEIR
UNIONS

Tt shows the retrogression of society

that employers now. can dictate shift

starting times on a daily basis. Part of
_the reason our parents unionized was
_ because they-had no control over their
lives ‘and their organization gave them
some control.- In the last ten or 15 years
these companies have been demandmg

organization’ was for. Unionization.gave
_‘workers some power over when things

were produced and how. Now it seems .

- that you have no power over anything.
. - Dennis
‘ Chicago
% * * S R
" It's:amazing to me to not see any men-
tion of us in many papers now, but N&L
continues- to. cover our ﬁght with Staley,
- Even our-international union paper has
put’it aside. There was a point°almost a
year ago when the international Paper-
workers union pressured us to get rid of
Ray Rogers. We were doing “bucket

said they would take over where he left

~some kind of income-getting capability.
They ‘wanted him out big time but now
that he is gone they pretend we don’t
exist.’

- S s i
It is surprising, to say the least, that
there were no- celebrations of the 15th

Shipyard in Gdansk. There were several
évents commemorating the compromise
signed at the end. of the strike, but even
at those both the workers” negotiators
and the government’s negotiators - got
“equal time.”” Most- Poles believe that

by the end of the Communist regime.

givebacks and have gotten new peoplein *
who don’t know what the whole idea of

drops” at plant gates for donations on_
our own with guidance from Ray. They .

" off, and they would provide us with -
Staley family member 3

-‘Decatur, Il.

anmversary of the strike ‘at the: Lenin -

they are now worse off than they were -

“The essence of the Gdansk accords
from August 1980 was-to try to improve
the lot of workers iri Poland. After 15
years one worker’s lot is much im-

" proved—Lech Walesa’s. At this rate in

600 million years the lot of the other 40
mxlhon will improve.’

Urszula Wyslanka

Qakland, Cal.

The 500-600 people who came to sup-

- port striking newspaper workers outside

Detroit’s Riverfront printing plant on
Oct. 1 were prepared to stay all night
and go-where needed to prevent distribu-

tion of the Sunday papers. People came ~
from UAW autoworkers’ locals, the Fed-

eral government workers’ union, and
‘municipal ‘unions. ‘A- veteran sales dis-

tributor told us “It all boils down to-

these two giant corporations’ desire to
“break the unions, which boils down to
one reason: money. They want to bring
in people at half the wages. But unions
mean doing a job well, with dignity and
at a living wage. Management doesn’t
respect the talented and dedicated peo-
ple in here who have spent so many
years puttmg out a‘quality product.” De-
spite the vicious TV ads blaming strikers
for violence and setting -two trucks on
fire (known to have been torched by the
company), weekly support pickets and
_other community actions will continue,
Strike Supporter

e
JERRY GARCIA |

. Tens of thousands of people gathered .
at vigils in San Francisco-and in cities

across the country in August to cele-
brate the life of a man who to them rep-
resented the" utopian visions of the

1960s, Jerry Garcia, the lead gmtamst of .

the Grateful Dead. The runaways, hip-
pies, artists, environmentalists; crafts

people and musicians who followed the -

Dead (“Deadheads’’) were lured not only
by the music, a unique blend of blue-
grass, rock and roll, folk and jazz, but
also by life on the road, the.ideals of
sharing, taking care of one another,
peace and love. They survived mostly by
selling their own crafts in the parking
lots outside the venues where the band
played. Now the future for these peOple

Detroit’

is ‘uncertain, as is. the future for the

Deadhead 'experiment. ~which, .though
fraught with contradictions and plagued
by wide use of hard drugs, did offer peo-

" ple an (albeit limited) alternative to the

9 to 5 work ethic and a way to survive
away from many of the constraints of

‘mainstream soc1ety, whether as -wage-la-

bor or careerism.
Julia Jones
San Francisco

°
THE BOURGEOIS PRESS |

Ever since the Washington Post decid-
ed to give in to the Unabomber and pub-
lish his manifesto, ‘‘Industrial Society
and its Future,” the American bourgeois
press has gone through a hand wringing
catharsis on whether it was the right
thing to do. Supposedly printing may
have saved someone’s life but freedom of
the press was compromised. Pleeeze!’
Isn’t this the same press that was iced
out when Reagan invaded Grenada and
Bush waged the Gulf War? It could bare-
ly raise a whimper!

Journalist
Chicago

LI B

‘Because N&L take such care to always

~ capitalize the word ‘“Black,” I thought

you’d like to know that so does Pulitzer
prize winning poet, Gwendolyn Brooks.

She recently criticized the print media
for refusing to acknowledge it.as an ex-

" tension of the long hard fight Black peo-

ple had to wage to get ‘““Negro” capital-

ized. She said Black people have noted

“with glee’’  that  African-American

‘comes all capitalized and that white peo-
ple “seem disposed to accept it.”

Long-time supporter

Illinois

e
INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

The John'MacLean Society recently
voted overwhelmingly to commit our-
selves to the agitation for a Scottish So-
- cialist Republic. We are anxious to make
links with groups and individuals dedi-
cated to socialist-humanism and the

~ struggle for socialism from below. We

are particularly eager to strengthen our
ties with N&L. -
: James Young
Scotland
* * %

N&L is very useful for my teaching
and research. It provides much up-to-

date information. I lend my copies to my.

students in the philosophy and sociology

departments, -who make  good use of

them: for dlscussmns and papers. '
Philosephy professor

China

* ok

Your readers might want to know that

the novel, The Rape of - Sita by

Mauritian writer - Lindsey Collen, - al- -

though banned, has been circulated and .~

widely acclaimed. The novel has received
the prize for Best Book of the Africa sec-
tion of - the Commonwealth  Writers’

Prize, and Lindsey has also been award-
‘ed the Hellman/Hammett grant adminis-
tered by the Human Rights Watch Free,

Expression Project. We are pleased to be
able to inform you that Heinmann's Af-
rican Writers’ Series has published it so

you can enquiresfrom any bookstore in’

your country how. -

Muvman leerasyon Fam -
‘ Mauntms o

| N&L is the finest revolutionary news-

paper among all those known to me. I.

am in complete agreement with the
ideas expressed and have decided to pub-

Dunayevskaya on women's liberation.
i Revolutionary intellectiial
Maharashtra, India

E )
FAVORITE QUOTE

My favorite quote from the Beijing ,
women’s conference: An African woman-
quoted her 80-year old €lliterate) grand- -

mother who had sent her off with the
following message  to the delegates
“Just remember: There is nothing in a
man’s trousers that can equal what is in
awoman’s head.” -

J ennifcr Pen

California: =

One expressed his feelmgs thls way:
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U S., NATO alrstrlkes push Bosnla S partltlon

(contmued from page 1)
kae ajl Western powers, the last thing the U.S. wants
is for the Bosnians to decide their own fate. Rather than
allow Bosnia to effect. its self-liberation through the

lifting of the arms embargo, the administration made a -

new push for a U.S.-imposed “solution’ to the conflict.

What also helped bring forth the new.U.S. plan was

Croatia’s reconquest, in early August, of the Krajina re-

- gion, an area of Croatia held by Serb separatists for the
past four years. Croatia’s rapid military advances,; and -

the resulting forced exodus of tens of thousands of Serbs

fleemg Croatia, gave new impetus to the U.S. effort to.
impose a settlement that would carve-up the region of -

former Yugoslavia into distinct ethnic enclaves
By mid-August, the basics of the “peace” plan were al-

‘ ready in place. As The Guardian (London) put it on Aug. -

11, ““The U.S. appears less concerned to defend the in-
- terests of the Bosnians against the territorial realities,

~ andis prepared to consider an imposed territorial settle-

ment. Under this plan, Croatia and Serbia would gain
politically and territorially, leaving & landlocked Bosnia

- independent-in name but effectively dependent on Cro-
" atia, and to a lesser extent, Serbia.”

From the very start Holbrooke planned to use NATO
air power to force the contending parties to"come to the
negotiating table under the rubric of the U.S, plan. The

. ground for this was laid on Aug. 19, when for the first - "

time the UN ceded its authority for approving air strikes

- t0o NATO commanders. On Aug. 27, Holbrooke stated in
“a TV interview that the U.S. would unleash NATO

bombs against the Serbs if they failed tojoin the negoti-
ating process. .

-Thus, even before the Aug. 28 murderous Serb mortar
‘attack on Saragevo, the U.S. and NATO had already de-
cided to embark on a series of air strikes.

With that Aug. 28 attack on Sarajevo, the world was
again made witness to the horrid destruction that the
“Serbian ‘“Chetniks” have rained upon Sarajevo over the
past three years. A day later the U.S. announced that

X NATO would commence bombing raids against Serbian
- positions unless they agreed to withdraw their weapons

‘surrounding Sarajevo.

Though it. may have appeared that NATO was acting
to ensure the “peace and security” of Sarajevo, both
much less and much more was at stake in the resulting
two-week period of dir strikes. The strikes were made
large enough to subsume any calls to lift the arms em-

bargo, but not so large as %o mﬂlct serious damage on -

Serb positions.

.7~ Moreover, under a formula first proposed by Serbian -
“:President Slobodan Milosevic, NATO agreed to call off

the bombing campaign in exchange for a promise from
the Serbs to withdraw their heavy artillery 12.5 miles
- from SaraJevo Under the terms of this agreement Sara-
jevo remains under siege; and the Serbs surrounding it
are allowed to hold onto their lighter weapons, which
have killed thousands there over the past three years.
Many Sarajevans wondered what the bombing campaign
was all about if this was-its only result.

Milosevic’s- formula for calling off air strikes in ex-
change for withdrawing Serb heavy artillery from the
area of Sarajevo camie just in the nick of time so far as
and NATO were. concerned, sinice Russia-had

~with NATO because of its fierce opposition to air strikes.
The intense negotiations that took place behind the

= gcenes as the bombs fell reveals the real reason for the
‘air strikes. The U.S. clearly wanted to exert pressure on
“the Serbs to ensure that they would come to the negoti-

ating table on U.S. terms. Yet-the bombing was directed,
not just at the Serbs, but most:of all at the Bosnians.
The bombing campaign helped cover over the real nature

. of the U.S. “peace’ plan, since it made it appear the U.S.

had intervened in the interests of Bosnia even though it

.. favers its partition. At the same time, the bombing cam-

paign placed great pressure on the Bosnian government

 to agree to the plan, even though it was at first highly

critical of it. Having endorsed the air strikes, the

" Bosnian government found “itself boxed into a. corner

when the U.S. insisted it sign onto the plan.
‘BETWEEN CROATIA AND SERBIA

- This process has: led to the present negotiations over
“the U.S. plan, which for the first time openly allows Bos-
nia to be divided between a “Croat-Muslim” federation
(with 51% of the land) and a Bosnian ““Serb Republic”
(with 49%) which ‘‘shall have the right to establish par-
allel” special relationships' with neighboring countries,”
namely Serbia. -

This is not the first txme the Western powers have

.’ proposed partitioning Bosnia. From the Lisbon Confer-
ence of the European Community in March 1992 to the
Vance-Owen plan, the Owen-Stoltenberg plan and the
“Contact Group’ plan of 1994, the Western powers and
- Russia have consistently favored dividing Bosnia into
distinct-ethnic units. Yet the present U.S. plan is regres-

" give even when compared with these earlier ones, since it

does not explicitly provide for a central Bosnian authori-
ty that can overrule attempts at secess:on by Croats or
Serbs.

Moreover, the Bosnians actually end up with: much
less than even the 51% of the country outlined in the

“plan, since this is to be shared with Croatia as part of a
“*‘Croat-Muslim Confederation.”” Yet the Croatian rulers

“~have their own ambitions in Bosnia, which does not in-
clude preserving a multiethnic society.

From the very inception of the war, Croatia’s Franjo
Tudjman has sought to achieve hegemony in western

~‘Bosnia with the aim of eventually incorporating it into a

“Greater Croatia,”” The rapid Croatian military advances

== in Krajina and western Bosnia, which now give Croatia

control of 30% of Bosnia, have brought this closer to fru-
ition. The Croatian forces have shown no inclination -to
integrate the-lands they have seized from the Bosnian
Serbs with the central Bosnian government.

Tudjman let the cat out of the bag at a state dinner in

- London in May, when he responded to a question about

what Bosnia would look like in ten years by drawing a
map on the back of a menu showing Bosnia divided in

half between Croatia and Serbia. Although he expresses -

visceral hatred of “Muslims,” he reserves his most vile

rancor for the “Bosniak” notion of a multiethnic society '

embracing Serbs, Croats and Muslims. In this, he is at
one with his supposed arch-enemy who was the archi-
tect of genocide in Bosnia--Serbia’s Slobodan Milosevic.
Indeed, at the state dinner in London this former Com-

munist apparatchnik who has been “reborn” as a nar-.

row nationalist referred to Milosevic as “one of us.”

Areas of Control

@ Controlled by
Bosnlan-Croatian Federation

Serbia and Serbian-
controlled Bosnia

] Croatia

Milosevic, meanwhile, is being hailed by U.S. envoy
Holbrooke as “the key to peace in the Balkans” because
of his strong endorsement of the U.S. “peace’ plan.
Milosevic is anxious to get the parties to agree to the
U.S. plan because it provides him with an opportunity to
get economic sanctions lifted against Serbia w1thout
risking his dream of a ‘“Greater Serbia.”

Despite the recent efforts to recast Mllosewc as a
born-again “man of peace,” he is as determined to hold
onto Serb-held territories in Bosnia as Tudjman is to
hold onto Croat-held territories. At the very moment he
was being embraced by the U.S. State Department,
Milosevic dispatched one of the most bloodthirsty killers

in the entire history of the genocidal war against Bosnia, -
Zeljko Raznatovic (aka Arkan), to-defend the Serb-con- -

trolled town of Banja Luka.
When all the empty talk of “peace” is wiped away, the
ongoing efforts of the ‘“‘great powers” to intervene in

Bosnia represent an attempt to return us to the situa- .

tion of 1939, when Croatia and Serbia divided Bosnia be-
tween them at the outset of World War 1I.

WHITHER BOSNIA?

- Though the Serbian extremists apposed to the very
idea of a multiethnic society hailed the Sept. 8 U.S.-im-

posed “peace”’ plan—as seen in the headline in the Bel- .

grade weekly Politika entitled, “Republika Srpska is In-
ternationally Recognized” —the reaction inside Bosnia
has been far different.

- Many in Sarajevo treated the news of the Sept. 8 ac-"
" cords as a “‘day of sorrow.” As Mimo Sahinpasic, host of
a radio show for Studio 99 in Sarajevo, put it, “We

fought and died for the idea of a unified Bosnia and now

N

our government has just left us to hang. I feel betrayed "

Others reported that the consensus on the street is that

“the agreement is cynical, unfair, and. American-im-
posed.” As one report put it, “News of the agreement
has evoked dlsappomtment and resentment among
Bosnian citizens in government-held territory. Many see

" the elements of this agreement—and particularly the ap-

parent recognition of the territory conquered by the
Bosnian Serb forces as a legitimate political entity—as
an -abandonment by Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic

of the unified, multiethnic Bosnia that they had fought .

to preserve throughout more than three years of war.’
The situation in Bosnia today remains most unstable,

and any number of factors can upset the efforts of the

“great powers’ to impose an unjust “‘peace” on the

liberated close to-20% of Bosnian territory from Chetnik

- control in the past several weeks. Every inch of land lib-
erated by Bosnia will make it harder to impose an apart-

heid solution upon the country—which is why the U.S.
has.been so insistent that the Bosnians halt their mili-
tary advances against the Serbs now that peace negoti-

. ations” are under way.

No' less important, however is what we do here at
home to oppose any efforts of our rulers to force parti-

tion down the throats of the victims of “‘ethnic cleans- -

ing.”” We must continue to demand the lifting of the
arms embargo so that Bosnia can defend itself; we must

1.' This statement from the American Committee to Save Bos-

nia can be found on the BosNet of Sept. 15, 1995 (Bit.. Listserv. -

Bosnet). In light of the reservations this group has expressed

+ - about the U.S. “peace” plan, it is rather remarkable to see it

continue to call for U.S. air strikes—as if mllxtary pohcy can be
separated from polmcal content,

* = country. Foremost among these are the recent military -
- advances of the Bosnian and Croat forces,. which have

sontinue to assist Bosnia in its effort to effect its own

- self-libeération; and we must oppose any attempt on the

part of the U.S., whether with or without armed force; to
impose ‘an.  apartheid-type - “solution” . upon, Bos-
ma—-espec:a]ly when, as currently envisioned, it is to be
" policed by some 25,000 U.S. troops. ~

BOSNIA IN THE HISTORIC MIRROR

Theough there are many lessons that can be learned
from the crisis in Bosnia, three espec1ally stand out in
light of the recent events. - '

1) Today’s events prove the emptiness of takmg the
question of whether one supports or does not support
U.S. military intervention as the ground of discussion on
Bosnia. The question of U.S. military intervention has
proved. to be ‘the distorting lens .of the Bosnian conflict,
especially for the Left. Some who are sympathetic to
Bosnia’s. cause have argued that the events there show

- we should reconsider the Left’s traditional opposition to

U.S. miilitary ‘intervention overseas, while others who
are opposed in principle to any form of U.S. intervention
have downplayed the importance of assisting Bosnia.

If the events of the past year prove anything, it is that
the very agsumptions upon which both positions rest are
nonviable, ‘The truth is that the Western powers, the -

- U.8. included, have been united on one thing: opposition -

to any serious effort to defend or: extend Bosnia’s
multiethnic heritage, precisely because that multiethnic
heritage stands in such sharp contrast to the racist, nar-
row nationalist politics upon whxch each of these state -
powers is based.

This is why the West proved so slow to respond to the
crisis in Bosnia, treating genocide against an entire peo-
ple as a matter of little or no_concern. This studied indif-
ference to the plight of Bosnia did not change when the

. West suddenly decided to take military action. Whether

passivity or military intervention is the order of the day,
the results are the same-——imposing 'partition and ethnic
apartheid—because these are the ‘‘principles” upon
which today’s exp101tat1ve societies are based. .

2) The events in Bosnia show that the notion that “all
three ‘sides are equally to blame’’—as if the Bosnian
-struggle is as deplorable as Serb or Croat narrow nation-
alism-pldys directly ‘into the hands of the Impemahst
powers. The whole thrust of the West’s efforts to impose
an apartheid—type solution upon Bosnia rests on the ar-
-gument that the “nationalism’’ of the three peoples is all
equally deplorable It does not matter whether that ar-
gument is made by a rightist Republican or whether it is:
made by a: Trotskyist, “‘independent -socialist’” or anar-
chist. In each case, to dismiss the Bosnian struggle as
one more form of narrow nationalism instead of grasping
the liberatory dimension. inherent in its struggle for -
multiethnicity leads one to embrace the stance of the
ruling powers which consplre with genocide.? :

3) The great difficulties in maintaining the underlymg g
vision of  multiculturalism, which 'so represented the
original 'spark and ‘incentive ‘of the Bosnian struggle,
must. also’ be - confronted. "As . Bosnian President
Izetbegovic himself stated in an article dated Sept. 16 en- |
titled “The Bitter Taste of Peace,” ‘‘Despite Bosnian
Army success, Bosnia, as a multmatmnal community, 1s :
today further away from itself than it 'was a year ago.”

- This is not only due to the external pressures applied by

Serbian and Croatian “‘ethnic.cleansing.” It is also due
to such internal factors as the rise of forces seeking to
redress the wrongs done to Bosnia’s Muslims by with-
drawing into an exclusive ‘“Muslim’ identity. This ten-
dency toward Muslim exclusivism: will doubtless be
strengthened by current efforts to partition the country.

This does not mean, however, that the struggle for
multiethnicity in Bosnia is some mirage invented by ide-

“alist observers. Despite growing pressures. for: ethnic

separatism, a great many in Bosnia, especially in areas
like Mostar, Tuzla and Sarajevo, continue to passionate-
ly defend the vision of a multiethnic society; indeed,
Bosnia contains some 150,000 “forgotten Serbs” who
oppose Milosevic and remain loyal to a multiethnic Bos-
nia. Today’s events rather suggest that the idea as well '
as reality of a multiethnic society cannot be truly real-

ized within the structures of existing capitalism. :

This is reflected in lzetbegovic's own backward steps,
expressed in his response to those critical of his signing -
onto the U.S. “peace” plan. In his Sept. 16 article, .
Izetbegowc writes, ‘‘The world is as it is, we cannot
‘change it. The th.mg we can do i 1s to get to know it and
not lose our eyes before the. facts

Surely the world “as it is’ does not support the idea of
freedom, let alone the dimension of a multiethnic society
which is central to it That is prec;\sely why we must go
beyond the world “‘as it is”’ and envision a different one.
in which the idea of multzethmclty can be realized. The
tragedy of the present moment, is that just whén the pro-
jection.of a vision of liberation opposed to all exploitative
state powers is so needed in erder to capture and con-
cretize the idea of freedom implicit in the struggle for a
multiethnic society, a gaping void confronts us in the ef-
fort to connect a philosophy of liberation with revolu-a
‘tionary transformation.

This, however, only further underhnes the fact that
projecting and developing a vision of what the world
could: be as a prelude to its actual transformation is
where the ongoing solidarity w1th Bosnia must begin.

Sept 29, 1995

2, One of the most strident examples of this is the International
Socialist Organization, whose Socialist Worker competes with
the State Department and Kremlin in spewing invective against
“Bosnian nationalism,”’ It is a sad'day when the “Left’ cannot
muster the “insight”’ to actively oppose genocide.
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by Maya Jhansi

1 recently ran across a nhew book called Anarchism:

Left, Right, and Green (1994) by Ulrike Heider. Since all
the hoopla about the militias and ‘the Unabomber has
made the issue of anarchism such a pressing one, I was
immediately interested in a book that took up both left
and right-wing anarchism.
. What makes Heider so compelling is her unflinching
and critical method. Rejecting what she calls the “typical
oversensitivity of anarchists to any critique and to an ex-
aggerated tolerance towards right-wing anarchists,” she
calls for a critical engagement with anarchism much like
Marx’s in The German Ideology or like the Frankfurt
School’s emphasis on permanent critique.

Heider begins by situating her book within the context
of the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe. Be-
cause anarchism has historically been an alternative to
both” Communism and free-market. capitalism, she says,

it is logical that -anarchism “is making a_comeback.” -

HoweVer because the broadest definition of anarchism is

“a. stateless society of any kind,”” it has included a wide
and often contradictory range within its ‘rubric—from
radical ecologists,. to neopagans to labor-oriented anar-
‘chists.

Much of the book is 4 historical overview of the main
anarchist thmkers—from Bankunin and Kropotkin to
Noam Chomsky, Murray Bookchin and a host of right-
wing anarcho-capitalists. However, far from just pre-
senting “the facts,” Heider isolates what she sees as the

Alternative schools—not!

’ ChiéagO—When Mayor Richard Daley took control

of the public schools last fall by eliminating the elected
school board and hand-picking a new one, he got some
-nods of approval from some progressive educators for his
proposal to create small “alternative schools.”

Daley’s so-called “alternative schools’ actually are
maximum security schools where they will dump youth
“whom the system deems to be “‘severe discipliniary prob-
lems.”” Daley is also.pushing a state law that would cut
as much as $60 from a $300 monthly welfare check from
parents of students who are ruled to be chronic truants.

Daley‘is earrying-out his purely authoritarian meas-
ures with'a demagogic appeal to people who are suffering
from the very real problems of violence and low motiva-
‘tion in a failing education- system. First, by calling his
~new disciplinary schools ““alternative schools” he is ap-
' propriating the language of the Left and the alternative
schools movement that arose with the social movements
of the late '60s and early ’70s. He is, at the same time,
tapping into the anti-welfare hysterid.

His plan to cut the welfare of parents of truant stu-
‘dents holds a threat over the heads of the most disad-
vantaged students that does not apply to students whose
‘parents are not dependent on welfare. It also forces
 teachers and school clerks who are required to keep an
accurate record of unexcused absences to be agents. of

ly’s sole means of support.

Moreover, Daley chose to announce his new dlsaphne
plan at Farragut High School to exploit the past inter-
ethnic ¢onflict between Black and Latino youth at that
school in order to Iegltlmate his authoritarianism. Two
years ago Farragut was the site of a couple of well-publi-
cized race riots, after the rivalry between a Black gang

who has instituted dress codes and strict rules that Da-
ley is holding up as a model. - —Jim Guthrie

Japan anti-nuke solidarity

Tokyo—Fifty years after the bombing of Hiroshima,

zens, rallied at the Japan Education Hall in Tokyo.

A video titled “Nuclear Testing Resumed by China
and France’” preceded the assembly. At President, Chir-
ac’s claim, “France has rlght to implement several hun-
dred more nuclear tests,” anger rose in the audience.

Comrade 'Ashihara revealed how a new nuclear testing
competition has started among the five riuclear powers
with the resumption of the Chinese/French nuclear test-
ing. “At the root of their rush to compete there exists
the grave antagonisms of the superpowers, each showmg
its own bare state egoism,’’ he said.

delegation to. Tahiti to oppose the nuclear testing in soli-
darity with the people of French Polynesia.

On Aug: 27 our delegation of ten members of the Ja-
pan National Federation of Students’ Self-Government

tee, and of the Japan Revolutlonary Communist League
(Revolutionary Marxist Faction) arrived in Tahiti.

~They put up a tent near the Peace Village and held
demonstrations at the House- of\Parliament, the Presi-
dential Office, the French Military Guard, and the offi-

tén-meter-long banners with slogans such as “Agamst
French and Chinese Nuclear Testing.”

Together with the men, women and children of the is-
land they yelled slogans, joined the sit-in demonstrations
in the streets of Papeete held by the FLP, and participat-
ed in the around-the-island march on Sept. 1 and 2.

As ' Japanese Finance Minister M. Takemura ap-

policy of the Japanese government under ‘the nuclear:
umbrella of the United States. -

~archism”

the welfare system who potentially could destroy a fami- B

and a Latino gang erupted into a brawl at a school as-
 sembly. Since then Farragut has gotten a new principal

the thirty-third . International Anti-War Assembly was y
held on Aug. 6.-Around 1,600 workers, students and citi- -

A special ‘call was made by. another member to send a

Associations [Zengakuren], the Anti-War Youth Commit--

cial residence ‘of the High Commissioner. They hoisted

proached them, they leveled criticisms at-the deceptive .

‘entltlem t; ton al
; -—Intematxona1 Anti-War Assemblies in Japan e o , o triale.

‘Anarchlsm Left, nght Green’

two-opposing tendenmes of anarchlsm, its “Janus face”

.—~with one-face pointing toward a stateless democratic
~ socialism and the other toward the brutal chaos of “the
" war of each against all” in the unfettered free market.

What we need to recuperate, she argues, is the radical

“and. labor-oriented pohtlcs of the anarcho-syndicalist
movement,
Heider crltxques what she sees as a shift in today’s an-

archist -tendencies from the “urban anarcho- syndlcal-
ism”’ of Bakunin to the “rural communalism and eco-an-
of Kropotkm

Bookchm’s “pan-harmonious humanism turning-into its’
opposite,” and critiques Bookchin’s abandonment of the
proletarlat as.a Subject of revolution.

Heider exposes Bookchin’s growing conservative natu-
ralism and his glonﬁcatlon of the past and “‘traditional,
moral values.” Though Heider recognizes the. impor-
tance of* Bookchin’s critiques of ecological fascism, she
argues that his own thinking has paved the way for the
conservative ecologxsm today. As she put it: “Like Pan-
dora, [Bookchm] will not be able to recall the splnts he
has set loose.”

The second half of the book is an exploration of
anarcho-capitalist tendencies and their relationship to

- 'Max Stirner’s ideas of individualism. Stirner, who Marx

called “Saint Max,” was a member of the young Hegeli-
ans and his book, The Ego and its Own, first published
in 1844, not only declared the State xmmlcal to mdmdu-

“alism but also declared any concept of “humanity”
’abstractmn For Stirner, society was to be replaced by a

“Union of Egoists,”” and the question of property to be
settled by “‘the war of all against all.”
Heider associates Stirner’s ideas with a ) number of Iib-

ertarian 1deolog1es which want to abolish all responsibili- -

ty to society in the name of individual freedom. Heider

takes up conservative idealogues like Ayn Rand and
~Murray Rothbard as well as other libertarian organiza- .

tions, many-of which she shows have sympathies with

" Nazism—their only critique being that Hitler betrayed

the original brownshirt-movement.
Ultimately, she argues, it isn’t simply md1v1duahsm

" versus social-revolutionism that can distinguish between
‘two kinds of anarchism. Both have contradictions which

make it hard:to draw such lines. She writes: “Far from

_lumping together leftist and rightist anarchists, I hope

to have shown how crucial seemingly small ideological

shifts can become, as soon as the Jeft relaxes its opposi-

tion to capitalism and becomes less vigilant in its defense
of egalitarianism.”

The need to be more ‘‘vigilant” of ideological shifts
has never seemed more pressing. Listening to the anti-
bureacracy rhetoric of the militias, it is hard to see what
distinguishes today’s left. anarchism from their right-
wing counterparts. While the book is useful in helping
put the militias and the Unabomber in historical per-
spective, it also brings to light the difficulties that anar-
chism faces in trying to hold tight to a vision of “a state-
less democratic socialism.”” In the end, the “Janus face”
of anarchism seems essentially unresolved and the ques-
tion remains: hOWde you hold revolutionary ground in
an age when ‘‘seemingly small ideological shifts’ can
throw you 1nto the stmkmg pit of fascism? | -

[ NewKorea protests

: The - chapter on Murray
- Bookchin, the most in-depth of the whole book, traces -

South Korean students battle riot pohee in Seoul on
Sept. 28. The cops attacked the 300 student march-
ers with tear gas when they attempted to march on
the homes of former Presidents Chun Doo-hwan and
Roh Tae-woo. The protesters were demanding that

Chun and Roo be punished for the murder of 200 ci-
vilians during the pro- democracy Kwang]u upnsmg' .

of 1980.

by Kevin Michaels
A march of one thousand demonstrators took place in
Miami on July 25 to decry the killing of 17-year-old Tor-
rey Jacobs by police exactly one week earlier. J acobs was.
shot in 'a Coconut Grove parking lot by officer Chris

* Qriffin. The cop says that Jacobs, who was Black, pulled
~a weapon on him, but only a cigarette lighter was found

at the scene. -
: . ) * k% i

Black youth threw rocks and bottles at police on July
26 and 27 in Indxanapolis after the savage beating of 21-
‘year-old Danny Sales in the course of an arrest. The re-
sponse of Mayor Steve Goldsmith was to dispatch a force

- of riot police to cordon off the predominantly Black

neighborhood surrcunding the intersection of 88th and -
College, the area where the unrest occurred for several
" days. :
. P R s .
Young residents of the ‘Los Angeles neighborhood of
Lincoln Heights took to the streetsto confront police for

" two nights following the fatal July 29 shooting of 14~
" year-old Jose Antonio Guiterrez by an LAPD officer. The

weapon the police claimed the youth ‘was reaching for
“turned out to be a flashlight. The officer involved, Mi-
chael Falvo, has a history of brutal conduct. -
& * ES

Riot police forced angry residents of San Francisco’s
‘Ingelside neighborhood off the streets following the kill-
‘ing of William Hankston, a 28-year-old Black man ih ear-
ly September. Hankston, who was unarmed, was shot at

close range. Neighborhood residents have since’been or-

ganizing to demand that the officer respon51ble be
charged with murder P

No ‘st y’in struggle to free Mumia Abu-Jamal

Editor’s ‘note: On Sept. 15, Judge Sabo denied Mumia
Abu-Jamal the right to a new trial. This brmgs new ur-

gency to the battle to free Mumia and calls on all of usto -

continue and deepen our activities.

Phlladelphla—-Some 5,000 people demonstrated on
Aug 12'in a national protest to save Mumia Abu-Jamal
from execution. The marchers demanded not only. that
he be allowed to live and receive a new trial, but that he
be exonerated and freed from prison. The motion for a
new trial has since been denied. It will now go through

.-appeals.

The spirited demonstratlon came a few days after his
execution, scheduled for Aug.-17, was temporarily stayed
by the judge hearing arguments for a new trial—the
same judge who presided over his railroading to convic-
tion. Fast-growing national and international move-
ments to save his life had made it too embarrassing for

' the state to kill him.

The demonstrators marched through downtown Phlla-‘
delphia calling for Mumla s freedom. Most were from
Philadelphia and New York, but people came from all

.over the country, Canada, and Europe.

A Black-man from' Philadelphia questloned why the

. Black churches have not come out for Mumia. He an-

swered his own question by likening the situation in the
U.S. today to Nazi Germany. In a paraphrase of a fa-
mous quote he said, “First they came for the Jews but I

- wast’t Jewish so I didn’t protest. Then they came for

the gays but T wasn’t gay so I didn’t protest. Then they
came for the socialists. Then they came for me, and
there was no one left to protest.”

In contrast to the diversity of the crowd, the speakers
were mostly local politicians, prominent Black national-

. ists, and the Workers World Party. The latter controlled

the ‘demonstration, and as-it usually does prevented
much discussion by others.
 We would have liked to hear some dlscusslon of the

: fact that capital punishment had been abolished here,

but was brought back in the recent ascendancy of the
most reactionary <‘solutions’’ to the country’ s social ills.
There -are currently-some 3,000 pecple on death row,
many of whom, like Abu-Jamal have strong claims for

— Participants

-human need “‘not for stuff,”

‘many of whom, like Abu-Jamal have strong claims for |
entlt]ement to new trials. .

-—Partlcxpants'
Chlcago—The day Mumla Abu-Jamal was “‘grant-

. ed” a stay of execution due to national and international

protest, Black and white actors in the Chicago area held | '
“Multl-Medla Event” that brought out about 100 peo-
The event began with an mtroductmn by Tonya a
Black actor who said that “Mumia’s clear vision’’ of the
and “what we have,” but-
for “what we are—to be free,” is something “I didi’t
‘think would effect change—that your ideas could do*
thmgs But they do. That’s what they’re killing Mumla
for.”

She counterposed thls to what Mumla in his book

- Live From Death Row, discusses as the “power of illu-

sion” ‘and “false imagination,” ‘especially ‘the right
wing’s effort to instill the notion that “the 1960s-had
taken care of social justice once'and for all.”

Following this was a video on'the beating of- Rodney
King and over ten poems and skits. Some of the perform-
ances were taken from. the actual text of Jamal’s book:
one characterized the present generation as “the chil-.
dren of the Los Angeles rebellion’ and of that act “as a

harbinger of things to come”’; another portrayed therac-. .

ist“and- total dehumanization of life in prison and on
death row and the struggle there to feel human; ‘while
another was on Mumia’s arrest; showing powerfully the

‘contrast between police brutality and the humamty of
- the victim:-

There were feminist skits and poems as well ag poems
on South Africa, U.S. slavery, and deadly immigration
from the Domlnlcan Republic to the U.S. There was also -
a performance by high school students about the city in-
vading and tearihg down communities under the giise of
the “war on drugs,” where the city eventually “compen-

‘sates” the residents only after strong protests.

This event should be performed all over the city as a’'.

- way to keep the movement around freeing Mumia going

and broadly focused. It brought out. the depth to which
the movement to free Mumia is about and showed that
our struggle for Mumla is for ourselves. )

.. —Sonia Bergonzi- .
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Go vernment cut ’but Workers bleed

ChICago—-On the 29th floor of the federal building
‘where the government’s personnel office used to be, all
that remairis today is a robot. Get close enough and you.

. can-hear it say, to no one and everyone at once, ‘“Wel-
come t0 the automated job information service.” Until
this week; live human beings worked in that office.

" For-two and a hslf years Clinton and Gore have been
“reinventing” ‘the government. That means only one

«thing—eliminating jobs, 272,000 of them, and all of this
.even before the Repubhcan landslide last November.

Our federal employee unions, having learned not one

- damn thing from either the: PATCO. debacle or the
* NAFTA fiasco, have kept. quiet during this onslaught
while ‘embracing their ‘class collaborationist role as
“partners” in running the government. Now when a so-
called ‘‘train wreck” between Congress and the White
House threatens to shut the whole government down,
the job cuts being forced down our throats by the Repub-
licans make the Clinton-Gore plans look like child’s play.

‘These cuts are not about reducing the deficit. While
agencies like the Environmental Protection Agency are
preparing for huge layoffs, the Immigration and Nat-

- uralization Service:is hiring so many new immigration
agents—5, 000 nationwide—you’d think they were.pre-

: parmg for another Gulf War! And lest anyone think beef-

> ing up “Ja-migra” has anythmg to do with keeping “ille-

gals” from taking “our’ jobs, just remember that the.
INS kriew about that slave labor camp in El Monte, Cal.,
for three whole years without doing a damn thing about
_ it. As soon as the Labor Department shut it down, Con-
“gress slashed funding for the Labor Department!

You only need to look at some of the cuts already ap-

S.F. march for health care

 San . - Francisco—Over ;
10,000 health care workers and | |
-concerned - health  advocates | §
marched  across- the Golden §
Gate- Bridge, Aug. 20. They
‘were pratesting runaway profit-
gouging that is driving the re-
structuring - throughout - “the |f
health ‘care -industry. As one
nurse -put it, “To them man-
‘aged health care means only

v ‘Service Employees Union Local.
250—composed  primarily = of
nurses aides, LVNs, housekeep-
ers, technicians - and- cleri-
cals—initiated the' march. How-
‘ever it ‘drew tremendous sup-
port from registered nurses, not just from Cahforma but
from many states and even Canada.

Jesse Jackson, Ralph Nader, and various labor leaders -
spoke. An immigrant advocate exclaimed, “Health care
‘is a human right,”’ but he added it is “Also a moral
right.” - “It is-shameéful that this state was allowed to
pass Proposition 187. Those who we entrust our children .
to don’t have health care for their own children.” He
cited cases of ¢hildren dying because their parents feared
_ “enforcement of Prop. 187 that is, bemg reported as “‘il-
~legal.”

There were huge murals, one called the “Wall of He-
“.roes,” with moving depictions of patient suffering and
: death by “managed care,” individual heroes giving real

News & Letters

" care in the midst of daily deteriorating conditions. The

“Wall-of Greed” exposed the disappearance of the Amer-
‘ican health caredollar into the pockets of health czars.
- Leonard Abramson, president of U.S. Healthcdre, was

“dubbed the “King of Greed.” He netted $805 million in
salary and stock options. The combined income of the
top ten CEOs in the industry exceeds the total AIDS
budget.

- The “Wall-of Shame’’ described “unsafe havens,” hst-
. “ing all'the abuses at Hillhaven, a huge corporate nursing-
home chain. HMO profit centers created a new category,
“sub-acute care,”’ in order to kick patients out of hospi-
tal beds and dump them in nursing homes. A 25-year

“veteran nurse’s aide at Hillhaven said, ““I’ve seen a lot of

turnover, mostly of the young in this profession. They

come and get certified, but: then they begin to see the
work is too hard, the wages too low, and no respect for
the work. They have managers on top of managers. In
- “some respects, we're treated like slaves Like masters, all
.- these'managers never lift a finger.”’ —Health care worker’

Gays protest bashing

Chicago—0On Sept. 28, over 100. people rallied and
marched through the streets of the Lakeview neighbor-
~hood, protesting ‘the. violence that gay men, lesbians,
blsexuals and transgendered people face. The march and »
rally focused on many issues: queer bashing, discrimina-
.- tion, domestic: violence, racist violence, sexist violence
- and . police misconduct. Time was even given to:the
‘Mumia Abu-Jamal cause.

“The march especially opened my eyes to the issue of
domestic’ violence in the queer community. Because of
the alienating society’s hormophobia, many people feel
“trapped in'abusive relationships when their partner can
‘. say to them, ““If you leave me; T’ll tell your boss or your
-ex-wife that you're gay, and then you’ll lose your job or
- never see your kids again.’

The march was affirming for those of us there because
we collectively vowed to never again be silent victims!
But: getting our brothers and sisters “Out of the bars

 and into the streats!” is still a problem that must be ad-

dresged if we are ever to have real freedom!
—~Tom lehamson

proved by the House for the Department of Labor to see

what this is really all about:

@ one-third less money to retrain workers who've lost
their jobs due to NAFTA, and not onhe nickel to create

summer jobs for youth; ;

@ one-third less money for Occupational Safety and
Health - Administration enforcement, which translates
into laying off 500 of their 2,000 inspectors. This cut was
spearheaded by Rep. Ballinger from  North Caroli-

na—where all those Black women workers locked in an -

Imperial Foods Poultry factory were killed by a fire three

- years ago.

@ twelve percent less funding for Wage and Hour inves-
tigators. These are the people who enforce child labor
laws, overtime pay, and the minimum wage as well as
tracking down sweatshops in. the garment indus-
try—most recently including those 72 Thai workers in El
Monte. ,

I _]ust wonder if that robot has a family, or votes, or
pays union dues. —Jan Kollwitz

Starvation welfare

akland —. As of Oct. 1, about 11,000 Alameda
County welfare recipients will see their general assis-
tance payments cut by about 30%, from $300 to $221 a
month—the lowest among the Bay Area’s urban coun-
ties, much: lower than San Francisco’s $345 and Santa
Clara’s $300.

Designed to save the county $9 miillion this ﬁscal year,
the cuts are being criticized by neighboring jurisdictions
in fear of sparking a migration of poor people. Many wel-
fare recipients at Lafayette Square in downtown Oak-
land, where homeless people gather,'said moving across
the vbay seemed like the best solution in light of their
county s cuts. San Francisco’s Department of Social Ser-
vice said since the program is state-mandated but entire-
ly county-funded, this may force the county to lower its
grant.

Many people at the welfare lines in Oakland were ea-
ger to tell their stories. One single mother with a child

- explained that she has been on AFDC for one year, had

recently graduated from high school and is trying to find
ajob. ““I can’t even survive at $490 a month,”” she said.
‘“Are they expecting people to go homeless? I got preg-

‘nant early and my mom didn’t want to support me. If
you're young and c¢an’t take care of a child, I think abor- .

tion should be an option.” :

. Another woman said she Just moved her family from
Santa Fe, N.M., to the Bay Area because she thought it
would be easier to survive. “They just told me in there
that I couldn’t receive assistance because 1 quit my job

. back in Santa Fe. They told me it would be different if I

was laid off.” She asked, “What does that mean? It’s

- like I don’t have a choice where to live. I have to stay

where my job tells me? They tell me I can reapply in

three months. Well, I told them I'll be dead in three

months.” - Sharon Cannery

VOICES FROM WITHIN

THE PRISON WALLS

by D.A. Sheldon

Throughout my incarceration in this dungeon of mis-
ery, one of the predominant atrocities inflicted on me
and fellow prisoners is the psychological = games
prisoncrats and. their lackeys utilize in harassment and
restraint .of the prison population. These games are a
major part of the ruling-class scheme in oppressing those
whom they fear and want to control: the proletariat.

The severity which a prisoner may endure depends
upon the level of rebellious attitude s/he has towards the
system, though every prisoner gets a share of this treat-
ment without exemption. These mental games include
threats of bodily harm agamst the prisoner, their family
or their visitors; the passing of false rumors to enforce
paranoia and alienation between prisoners; and the con-

~ stant threat of a disciplinary report even when the pris-

oner has not violated any institutional rules. These three

‘are especially used to discourage even the smallest

thought of rebellion.
Other techniques include verbal harassment contain-
ing derogatory or racial statements, the censoring of per-

- sonal and legal mail, and slamming of heavy metal doors

and food slots to repeatedly remind an individual of their
locked environment. Additionally other nerve-racking
noises are used throughout the day to disrupt a normal
sleeping schedule. The serving of cold and tasteless,
sometimes vermin-infested food, denial of hygxemc sup-
plies ahd showers thus degradmg the prisoner’s overall
appearance—the list of atrocities is endless.

Now for those prisoners confined to a small cell 24
hours a day and in some cases years at.a time; the psy-
chological effect is much more profound on the sanity of
that individual. Eventually emotions such as hopeless-
ness, boredom, paranoia, anger, anxiety, loneliness, de,-
pression and restlessness become a part of the prisoner’s
world, and because there is no release valve within a
prison society feelings can accumulate to such-an ex-
treme that the “victim” is psychologically damaged for
his or-her natural life.

-Once prisoners are released back into society their
mental disorder plays a substantial part in whether the
individual will commit a crime of greater severity, usual-
ly involving violence, giving the current bureaucracy an

‘excuse to build more prisons and control more of society.

S0

-shut the compound down.

Congress will gut Medicaid, the only medical insuran
34 . million -poor Americans—including those on" we

‘dered by Congress in programs that provide legal aid f
‘the poor, at a moment when the coming changes in'w

lation: of the entire-U.S. was 155,000. In 1995, Tex

~toiler] first tried beggary, vagabondage and crime; b

‘tem and its need to constantly drive down the cost of

" parage women on welfare, to shut out immigrants a

Some of the 70 Thai workers who toiled behind razo
wired walls confined to a squalid garment factory in ¥
Monte, Cal. under pain of beatings and threats to famil
members, A raid Aug. 2 by U.S. ‘immigration off’cxal

(continued from page 1)

tional,. ‘rather than an excluswely southern reglona
phenomenon. Similar programs in Wisconsin and Cal
fornia mclude prows:ons -even more vicious than those ]
the South. -

While driving down the costs of labor has always bee
an objective of capitalists around the globe, the urgenc
with which U.S. government and corporate leaders tada

- are using extraordinary means to drive down the re:

wages pf the American workers stems-not only from th
general problem of ““global competitiveness” in an era
falling'rates of profit, but from the continuing resistanc
to poverty wages being put up by the poorest layers
the American working class, Black workers especially. -

. Nearly 10 years ago, News & Letters pointed to th
“unresolved variable” in the Black youth unemploymer

" crisis—‘‘the resistance of Black youth,” their refusal t

accept or stay in minimum-wage, dead-end jobs, eve
while suffering long—term unemployment. “Such aspir:
tions,”” we said, ‘‘show to what extent Black youth aett
ally reject the subservient caste structure imposed o
them.”’ (“Black Youth Unemployment Crisis,” N&L, Oc
tober 1986).

By the mid-1990s, high-tech cap1tallsm s. intensifie
hunger for a plentiful supply: of the minimum-wag
sweated labor upon which it rests, is what is forcing it t
strip away many of the social guarantees with which i
attempted to hold off class upheaval during the Depres:
sion. The poor as a whole—and not only the recalcitran
ghetto youth-~must be forced into poverty-wage jobs,

At the same time, other measures are being taken
reinforce this coercive program: 1) legislation now befo

fare—now- have; 2) massive cuts have already been-o

fare, immigration and civil rights laws are sure to i
crease demand for their services; and 3) the rate of i
prisonment and new prison construction continues
skyrocket, with disproportionate numbers of poor an
minorities among the inmates. In 1948 the prison pop

alone has more than 155,000 prisoners.
IDEOLOGICAL WAR ON THE POOR

In his Grundrisse, Karl Marx described the England
500 years ago, when governments carried out the mo
cruel measures to provide capitalism with its first lab
force. “History records the. fdct,” he wrote, “that {t

was herded off this road on the narrow path whichled
the labor market by means of gallows, pillory and whi
Hence the governments of Henry VII, VIII, etc., also g
pear as conditions for the existence of capital.”

 What separates that era of government interventi
from the present state-capitalist one is the all-embraci
unity of economics, politics and ideology which charal
terizes capitalism’s attempts to maintain its class rule
the face of continuing crisis. The ideological elements
the War on the Poor loom especially large in this mo
retrogressive era. How else can the rulers-explain 'w
the standard of living of American workers has plunge
over 20% in the last two decades; and continues to dro
while the gap between rich and poor grows ever larg,
Since the fault cannot possibly be with the capitalist s

bor in an attempt to maintain its rate of proﬁt the “e
emy”” must lie elsewhere.

Thus the ideological component- of the War on't
Poor becomes crucial. The soul of American capitali
in time of crisis has always been racism; in the 1990s t
ideological attack seeks to demonize Black men and

ridicule youth: All'efforts are aimed at deluding at leas
segment of the American working class—a  predo
nantly, though not exclusively “white segment—i
thinking that their interests lie with the rulers in th
War on the Poor. To fight this delusion, to ‘“‘speak tru
to power” at such a bleak moment in our history,
“quires not only activism, but philosophic clarity. It
this clarity that we need more than ever today.
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Slerra Leone the struggle for power

by Ba Karang

The Revolutionary * United Front (RUF)
laims to be on the eve of taking over the capi-
al city of Freetown, Sierra Leone. The military
unta of Captain Strasse seems to be already
veakened by the victories that the rebel forces
1ave- been. registering. The junta had been
ipending more than any previous government
if Sierra Leone on military equipment and mer-
'enaries to put an end to the rebel offensive:
sast December the military junta bought a Rus-
ian made helicopter gunship for $4.8 million.
And ‘on May" 20 they hired 100 mercenaries
hrough a South African based company.

The good relationship between the RUF and
e Charles Taylor rebel forces in Liberia be-
'ame a rallying point for other West ‘African
ountries (with ‘Ghana as the driving force) to
send.military forces to fight alongside the mili-
ary junta of Captain Strasse. Even Nigeria,
vhich has conflicts with Ghana over Liberia, is
jending military forces to the military junta.

“This is a sign that the military alliances and
sonflicts among West African countries is tak-
ng a new direction. ' The two main forces, Ni- ‘war,
reria and Ghana, both of whom have been struggling for

solitical hegemony in the regxon seem to be getting clos- -

wto eacgh other. .

‘The advancement of the- rebel forces in Slerra Leone
seems to indicate that they are not depending on any
sear-guard support. The rebel forces are depending more
n their own resources than-on Charles Taylor.

The ideological standpoint of the RUF seems to be
rery confusing. Despite the fact that the RUF leader
Today Sonko claim that the military junta is not peliti-
:ally conscious enough to bring about democracy in Sier-
'a Leone, one has to wonder about his own political con-
sciousness. He has stated very clearly that he does not

selieve in classes: This will not give the struggle the rev-

slutionary dimension that it needs. And many in the Si-
irra Leonian Left are labeling the RUF as nothlng but a
»andit organization.

The fact that RUF forces have been so near Freetown
ndicates that they .are operating with mass support.
?artlcularly since they are fighting against such sophis-
icated armies as those of Nigeria and Ghana.’

1t is not accidental that the RUF is enjoying mass sup-
sort. The poverty in Sierra Leone is fertile ground for re-
sel forces. The economic conditions have worsened with

Freetown ghetto shows ravages of neocolonialism and ongoing

the structural adjustment prog'ram 1mp1emented in 1994
by the IMF. Some 66% of the population of Sierra Leone
live -in. poverty. Between 1990 and 1993 dbout 30,000

workers were made redundant as part of IMF sponsored ‘

adjustments,

But will this mean a. fundamental changeinthe hfe of
the people of Sierra Leone for the better, with rebel vic-
tory? The raw experience of the African masses when-it

"comes to hijacked revolutionary v1ctor1es must be re-

membered.

The brutal econ'omic‘ realities are not 'going unchal-
lenged. According to the Pan-Africanist magazine, Afri-
can World Review, the Sierra Leone Labour Congress
succeeded in forcing the military junta to accept a “‘So-
cial Action for Poverty Alleviation” program. And they

called for more drastic improvements in the economic

life of the working class. But calling for reforms as op-

posed to a revolution will not answer the questlon of .
- -poverty in Sierra Leone.

That the Left has not beeft a countering force in-this

palitical crisis reflects the general situation ‘of the Afri-

can Left, What will become of the Left forces in Sierra

- Leone with a rebel victory is yet to become clear.

Pan-Africanism and the British ‘Left’

by James D. Young -

In October 1945 the Fifth Pan-African Congress took

place in the English city of Manchester. An event of ma-
jor significance in British and international politics; it

marked the advent of a major anti-imperialist force in
the world. Committed to the struggle to get rid of West- .

ern, and especially’ British 1mpenallsm it ‘also devoted
inordinate attentlon to: rac1sm in Britain and the Brltlsh
Empire. ‘

Writing in the New Leader organ of-the Independent
Labo,ur, Party (ILP) in June 1945 the English socialist
writer, Frank A, Ridley asserted that “The Pan-African
Federation, an institution of much greater historical sig-
gificance than the United Nations Organization, has an
invaluable ‘role to pldy in-Africa itself and in Britain.”
The standpoint of the Pan-African movement was well-
known to readers of the ILP through George Padmore’s
writings in the New Leader in the 1930s and 1940s.

C.L.R. James was ancther major figure who played a
key role in developing Pan-African ideas in ‘the British
labour movement before he left London for New York in
1938. What distinguished the Pan-African Congress of

October 1945 from its predecessors was (1) its “plebeian

character”’ and (2) its militant determination to throw

the imperialists out of Africa and the Empire. But this

historic Congress did not develop in a vacuum: it was
the “outcome  of "black and. white : Britons’ “struggles
agamst the “colour bar” in English hotels, restaurants
and dance halls, racism and imperialist barbarity.

~ From the 1880s until the Bolshevik revolution the
Brltlsh socialist movement was permeated with racism
and English ethnic nationalism from top to bottom. Op-
posing the agitations of Jim Connell, the author of “The

Red Flag’!, James Connolly and others inside the nomi- :

pally Marxist Social Democratic Federation, H.M.
Hyndman and Ernest Belfort Bax refused to publish
ponnell’s pamphlet “Brothers At Last: An Appeal to
Celt and Saxon” to intensify the struggle for Irish inde-
sendence and the break-up of the British Empire. But
Connell’s pamphiet was pubhshed in Glasgow by the
[LP in 1898, =

) The .- English labour movement was - always
haracterised by its sympathetic attachment to such im-
erialist ideas as “England for the English”’ a1a Robert
latchford and dismissal of Black Britons. This “social-
st culture” of ‘Brits like Hyndman and' James Ramsay

'acDonald was not eradicated by either the Easter Ris-
ng in Dublin or the Bolshevik revolution. Furthermore,
espite the presence of an anti-imperialist tendency in
he ILP, English leftists like Norman Leys,- who were
hominally anti-imperialist, asserted that ‘it is so diffi-

1t to explain to people who have never lived in Africa

ow. dreadfully 1gnorant Afrxcans are and what ‘a dis-

bling thing barbarlsm is.’

: Inheriting a rotten 1mper1ahst tradltlon the Enghsh
ueft\ annoyed such socialists as Lenin. At the Second
Congress of the Third International in-Moscow, in 1920,

" entation. ‘As Peter O. Esedebe said:

Tom *Quelch clashed with Lenin. As Ralph Fox ex-

* plained: ““Quelch, the son of the revolutionary who
- spoke up s0 boldly against English imperialism &t Stutt-

gart, ”’ told Lenin that “the rank-and-file English work-

ers would count it treachery to help the enslaved peoples

in the revolts against English rule.”

As a result of the dominant pro-imperialist attitudes
in the English labour movement and the impact of the

anti-imperialist Bolshevik revolution, advocates of Pan-
African ideas, including the pro-Irish and pro-Pan-Afri-
can Londoner R.M.- Fox, increasingly challenged the

white English Left from an internationalist standpoint.
Notwithstanding Claude McKay’s. and Fox's important
anti-imperialist ‘articles in Sylvia Pankhurst’s newspa-

~ per “Workers” Dreadnought,” it was not until the early-

'1930s that a militant Pan -African movement of Black
Britons developed substantial support for the break-up
of the British Empire. -~

~In England -a s1gmﬁcant though small, number of ]

- Black British workers as well as intellectuals and writers
fought for the ideas of Pan-African socialist internation-
alism. Once the Stalinists lost the Black workers around
their magazine the *“Negro Worker” at the moment of
their betrayal of the anti-imperialist Blacks, when the
Italian fascists invaded Ethiopia/Abyssinia in 1934/35,
Harry ~O’Connell,” Chris Jones, Arnold Ward, Ras
Makonnen, Dr. Harold Moody, and other Black Britons

formed the Coloured Colonial Seaman’s Union to fight

‘the active racism of the National Union of Seamen. Un-
der the leadership of Dr. Harold Moody’s increasingly
militant. League of Coloured Peoples, the 1930s and ear-
ly :1940s sawa significant growth of Black workers and
intellectuals’ Pan-African orgamzatlon in and outside of
‘organized Labour.’

‘The Pan-Africanist movement in’ England by. 1945
was not at all like any of its predecessors. As well as be-
ing more militant, it was also more nationalist in its ori-
“The moderates’
criticisms of the colonial regime, hitherto tempered with
polite phrases, henceforth assumed a tone of marked
harshness... The new militancy culminated in the 1945
Manchester Pan-African meeting — the adoption of the

strategy of ‘positive action’ and the enhstmg of mass

support in Africa and the West Indies.”

Insisting that “the European Left had forfeited the
right to lead the anti-imperialism struggle,” Peter Abra-
hams justified the decision of the Manchester Congress

to “go it alone.”” He was realistic to admit to the dangers -

implicit in such an approach when he said: ‘“There are
dangers in it.... Dangers of a black-white struggle with-
out a socialist basis... But then ‘white chauvinism’ has

had a long day. However, twa evils do not add up-to any-

thing but evil.”
It was a major aspect of the tragedy of the 20th cen-
tury that the struggle for decolonization in Africa began

“without a socialist basis. If the predominantly white Left .
had taken Lenin’s advice to support the struggles of the .

colonial - workers -before 1945, today's internationalist
Left would have been much stronger than it is, and the
tragedy of Bosnia would not have occurred.
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~ Solidarnosc 15 years later:
- What happens after?

Karol Modzelewski, Dokad od Komunizmu? (What after -
Communism?), Pp]ska Oficyna Wydawmcza “BGW,” -

-~ Warsaw, 1993 -

Karol Modzelewski, Polish natmnal Sohdarlty leader
durlng 1980-81, “takes up Solidarity’s transformation ;
into opposite in a recent book, Dokad od Komunizmu?
(“What after Communism?’’). It is a retrospective, self-
critical discussion of why he remained in the opposition:

-after Solidarity took power and why the Solidarity gov-

ernment had become such a total failure.

For- Modzelewski - the - critical = difference between
1980-81 and 1989 was mass creativity, keeping leaders
like Walesa “‘in'check.” “The strikes of 1988 didn’t bring
the generals to their knees but convineed them to negoti-

‘ate....The breakthrough wasn’t.a confrontation between

workers and Communist authorities in uniform, but as
an understanding between elites....The result of the pro-
cess of changing rule and the fall of communism hap-
pened without the workers coming on the scene again.”
Modzelewski himself was elected to the first post-Com-
munist parliament. He noted a view that became popular
almost immediately among Solidarity leaders: *
of social justice is a socialist anachronism.’’ Solidarity of - -

-1980-81 had the totally opposite principle: “It was.a time

when bus drivers struck for decent wages for nurses.
The readiness to fight was for those who are wronged
rather than yourself, especially protecting the vreak,
This principle was unambiguously first.”’ )
He traced this transformation back to what happened
to Solidarity in the wake of the December 1981 imposi-
tion- of martial law. With the masses off the historic

stage the single unifying element. became opposmon to -

the regime. .
Accepting state power, Solidarity’s leaders latched on
to “‘shock therapy’ from the “Chicago boys” as sup-

. posedly the western opposite to Communism. “‘Shock.
. therapy was to take six months. A few inefficient.compa- -

nies would go under and in a few years everything would
be fine. Instead we got wholesale bankruptcy.‘..Nothing

+.shook their dog'matlc belief.”

Most poignant is Modzelewski’s self-crltlcal retrospec-

. tive view of the need for revolutionary leaders to not lim-
- it their thinking about possibilities for the future: “None
of us soberly thinking leaders and advisers of the great

union of 1980-81 or underground from 1982-88 expected
such a vast decline of Russian empire and the fall of
communism. We were thinking realistically how to wres-
tle from under communist control areas of social inde-
Self-limitation
in political activity led to self-limiting of our thinking.
The Solidarity elite, into whose hands the rule of the
country fell, were unprepared.”

- Marx’s Cnthue of the Gotha Program was likewise
written after the greatest moment of mass creativity in
his lifetime, the Paris Commune. Though the Commune -
lasted only three months and was destroyed from the
outside, Marx addresses precisely the question that pre-
occupies -Modzelewski—what principles guide the new -
society after the conguest of power. Marx not only reaf- . -

firmed the Communards’ concept of social justice but -

also how that-cooperative form transcended the com-
modity-form of appearance of objectivity.

.- Maodzelewski was most directly relying on Marx back
in 1964 when, along with Jacek Kuron, he analyzed the -
capitalist. nature of the Polish economy in their Open -
Letter to the Party. That analysis was addressed to the
ruling Party ‘as the embodiment of a Marxist organiza-
tion. When they were ready ‘to break with the vanguard
party as the form for speaking to the future, they broke
with Marxism the way they understood it. Marx’s Cri-
tique of the Gotha Program, in which Marx’s vision of

the future is inseparable from organization, is a crlthue B

of precxsely that type of organization.

. Despite his unwavering belief that the creativity of the
masses is the only way to create a truly new world,
Modzelewski, himself, was left with no concept to help
“the 'workers come on the historic - scene again.’

_ Couldn’t returmng to Marxism as philosophy and not

just economics help fill that void? Doesn’t mass creativi-

* ty cry out, not for a blueprint which hems it in, but-rath-

era phllosophy of revolution and its new sense of objec-
tivity in order to make the drive for new forms of genu-

‘ine democracy ongoing and permanent?

—Urszula Wislanka and Ron Brokmeyer :
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Latm teens tell of free trade zone hell

C’hzcago — Central American teens Judith Viera .
" and Claudia' Molina are workers in the free trade zone
t -garment factories that assemble clothes for The Gap. In

a recent visit to Chicago, they revealed firsthand’ that

-this . supposedly benevolent corporation is more than

willing to inflict brutal poverty and slavery conditions on

*its young workers in the pursuit of ever greater profits.

The free trade zones, or maquiladors, permit U.S. cor-

~“porations to operate in foreign countries without paying

import or export tanffs The prlce workers must pay is

clothes for The Gap, J.C. Penney and ‘Eddie Bauer. She
earned 56¢ an hour. At 18 years.old, Judith routinely

“worked I4-hour shifts Monday: through Thursday: On
-Friday she worked an 18-hour shift that ended at 3 a.m:

Since there is no transportation at that time of night,

she had tosleep in the plant Friday night so she could be .
. at work Saturday mormng

FOR PENNIES AN HOUR

“Inside the plants it is hot and they play loud music t0'
. keep us working fast,” Judith said. ““We are not allowed
to talk. If we fall: behlnd they scream at us and throw
‘the shirts in our faces. They tried to give us drugs to
-make us work faster, but the workers began fainting.”

< Alse fired for union activity, Claudia worked in a Hon-

- duran’ clothing plant-that contracts with Fruit of the

Loom, earning ‘80¢ an hour. She worked 12-hour shifts

, Monday through Friday and a 22-hour shift on Satur-

day. Now 17, Claudia began working in the factory when

‘she was 14 years old.

“We are allowed to use the restrooms twice during a

“14-hour shift, and we are timed while we go. We are only

1

allowed five minutes,” she said. “If you are even one
minute late; they will put you outside and force you to

“work inthe sun all day.”

{ There has been no-attempt to share prosperity. from

- :the magquiladors. As Honduran exports skyrocketed, real
~. wages: for workers declined by one-third. In El Salva-
‘dore, while exports to the U.S. rose from $10 million to

$398 million in ten years, real wages have fallen by more

than half. At the Mandarin plant, 40 workers produce

$30,000 worth’ of shirts in one day; but take home only.
$180 in combined wages.
Far from 56¢ an hour being a living wage in El Sa]va-

-dor, as some would maintain, that wage only provides

18% of the cost of living for a family of four. To get by,

- working families are forced to live in tin shacks without

water: or electricity, and eat the barest of diets. A two-

~ pound box of pancake mix alone costs five hours of

wages. And with so many families unable to afford meat,
fish, or-even mllk malnutrition is on the rlse in E] Sal-

vador.

~.The plants themselves are patrolled by armed guards

" who enforce inhuman piece rates by beating and threat-

ening women workers—-who make up the majority of the

‘Dreams and nightmares’
~ of an immigrant worker

NeW YOI‘k——Welcome to the American dream, even

though you ‘don’t speak English. We know that in our
«.irnpoverished town where we come from, it is impossible

to-find the economic means to live as human beings.

- Since there is no alternative, I throw a few clothes in a

suitcase 1 put: the money (at-high interest) into the
coyote’ ” pocket and put in my thoughts the hope of
arriving safely. . .
J-uproot myself from life itself to come to die slowly in

“the factories and streets of New York. I carry with me
--the dream and the nightmare of my absence. One thing
" is certain—you have to carry many illusions with you, so
‘that you worn’t pay any mind to the chain of injustices

that you will find on the way.
So at last, sleepwalker, dreamer, competitor and win-
ner, I arrive. Here I am free. How can I not be free if in

" reality I have nothing, nothmg but ‘my labor to sell to
- some boss who; of course, is free to use me or not. But if

Ican just get that job, I'll be fine.

Life here is more convenient. I take the train to work
I learn to work the machine to make more than the oth-
er-guy. At night 1 watch TV, the disastrous news or the

> soap opera, and then to sleep—to wake up and work

again. On the train I put on my blinders so I won’t see

or hear anybody since here everybody’s got their own
- problems. In the factory, you are worth as much asyou
~ ,produce, and if you work more hours, you make more

money. But today there is no work, so it’s “go home”

& and tomorrow they tell me: come at 11 and if I need you

I’ll call you, and don’t complain because I'm doing you a

- big favor hiring ‘‘illegals.” - .
And when 1 get home; my buddy tells me, “I'm tired
: of dreaming, of work, of life, of being just another piece
_of the machine! I feel T have lost my life. Now I cannot
~even be myself.” -

But. we realize we are all going through the same

o 'thmg and something must be done to give real meaning
" to-our daily existence. Are we to have a beer, sit around

and cry, only to go on with the same existence tomor-

- row? Or are we to pose ourselves the possibility of creat- -
ing alternative spaces where we can come together to

help us live with greater consciousness and meaning, in

- ‘peace; harmony and capacity for mutual aid? This sec-
: ond choxce sounds better.

—Latm American worker

 the support ‘of our government,”

work force in the garment mdustry Sexual abuse is.
~ rampant. Pregnant workers are illegally fired. In some

cases, women employees are forcibly mJected with birth

control drugs.

“One woman went to the company doctor because she
didn’t feel so good—she didn’t know she was pregnant,”
Claudia sadly recalled. “The doctor gave her some pills

‘that he said would make her feel better, but they were

actually to make her lose the baby.”
UNION-TO-UNION APPEAL

‘Union members are prime targets. The San Marcos
free trade zone is.owned by a former colgnel in the Sal-

vadoran army who told workers that “either the union

will behave, leave, or people will die.” Since then hun-
dreds of pro-union workers have been -illegally fired.

- Many have been severely beaten and threatened.

Under Salvadoran labor. law, the Ministry of Labor
should be fining the Mardarin plant $1.2 million for the
i]]egal firings. But the government, not disposed to los-
ing the factories and foreign investment dollars, has

_failed to impose a single fine.

“We have come here for help because we do not have
) explained Claudia: So
she and Judith have turned to their union brothers and
sisters in the U.S. They are asking them to contact the
companies that contract with the maquilador manufac-
turers to end the abuses or else they’ll be boycotted.
They also want unionists here to push U.S. representa-
tives ‘to pressure the Central American governments to
enforce existing labor laws, and to write or fax the Salva-
doran- Labor Ministry and demand an end to Mardarin’s
umon-crushmg

-—Chicago umonxst

| Fire breathed mto UFW

Sa]mas Cal.—Over 5, 000 farmworkers and sup:

-porters marched Sept. 17 to kick off a new organizing

campaign “against promihent Salinas valley: vegetable

' growers like Bruce Church. The march marked the 25th

anniversary of vegetable workers beginning their histor-

"ie 1970 Salinas strike. There were many supporters from

other unions—five Service Employees locals- and Com.
munications Workers—and students from many. cam-
puses supporting a new drive to organize farmworkers:’ -

The effort now is.centered not so much on boycotts as

""_on the workers themselves. The UFW had dwindled over

15 years from:100,000 to 15,000 members. However, in
the last 16 months. the UFW, has won 12 straight secret
ballot -elections and signed more than two dozen con-
tracts with growers. The latest UFW contract was signed
last week for 450 workers at Monterey Mushrooms in
Watsonville after ‘they tossed out“a company-backed

" union. Currently membership hasrisen to.24,000.

While the march was touted as an AFL-CIO event led
by Federation presidential candidate John Sweeney to
begin “‘escalated orgariizing,” the reality is that this re-
birth grew out of the depth of opposition to Proposition
187, passed almost a year ago. Immigrant workers react-
ed very strongly to Prop. 187 on the grounds that it is
both racist and anti-labor.

As one mushroom worker reported to us during their
organizing campaign a few months ago, “Prop. 187
means we need a new union movement today.  Workers

- are feeling more and more under siege. We have to re-

unite behind the UFW because it is one of the few organ-
izations that was very forceful-in fighting against Prop.
187. There is a resurgence among the new generation for
the UFW:and groups like that Prop 187 has created a
new umty in the movement.”.

. —Supporters

 Visitor w:tnesses Chlapas m struggle

LOS Angeles —The 1994 Chiapas rebelhon a reac-
tion to the unfair policies of NAFTA and one-party rule,

set into motion a-chain of events destined to change the
~ face of Mexico. The Zapatistas and the EZLN, the armed
faction of the insurgent militia, have prompted a hu-

manist revolution impacting Mexico on economic, social

the earth, working productively within communities;
and integrating the political and the spiritual in such a
way that all peoples begin ta resolve our alienation with
modern life while at the same time preserving our politi-

~ cal, spmtual and cultural identities.

; -—Human rxghts activist

Chlapas villagers voted in August to continue the rebellion.

and pohtlcal levels. ‘
My five-week experience in Chiapas involved a human
rights fact-finding tour of troubled communities in the
zones of conflict, participation in the fifth round of peace
dialogues between the government and the EZLN in San

" Andreas Larrainzar, and a three-week encampment in a
war-torn indigenous community. The community where -

I was invited to live had experienced severe harassment
from the army because it was considered a Zapatista
stronghold. During our encampment we observed heavy
military presence throughout the region. Volunteers and
community members experienced _constant harassment
by the army and were present for a confrontation with
soldiers who entered the commumty against a presiden-
tial order.

Civilians in the encampments became more than just
human rights observers and peacekeepers within the
zones of conflict.- In most communities volunteers

" taught school, helped in building projects and participat-
-ed in cultural exchanges. All participants agreed they

learned a great deal from their experiences living in a
communal ejido, and the difficulties of day-to-day life

without electricity, water and plumbing plus food short-

ages. Perhaps the most significant differences we experi-
enced were between our Western individualistic orienta-
tion and non-Western concepts of communal life.

Our group taught school to the more than 50 children
in the community. Many residents speak only their in-
digenous languages and classes were. bilingual in Span-

ish and their native Tzeltal. Cultural exchanges included

dances, activities for children and a visiting Catalonian
circus troupe that provided entertainment in an area
were television and radio are nonexistent.

Our experiences made it clear that this pohtlcal strug-
gle is not a matter of bringing these oppressed peoples
up to a “first world” level thro gh charity and hand-
outs, but rather a matter of allowing them to make a
fair and just living on their own terms. The indigenous

peoples of Mexico don’t want to|live in poverty, but as

well they don’t want our hlghly mdustrlalxzed society to

impinge itself on their world in the form of environmen- -

tal and ideological pollution,

At this time in global history it is the 1nd1genous peo-

ples of Mexico and other parts.of the world who may of-

fer the much needed solutions to living in ‘harmonyv with "

. ‘midtown  Manhattan - pizzeria, receiving just: $10. pe

. employment Villa’s salary never reached $3 per hour,
‘nor did he ever receive overtlme pay desplte his 72- hour

- tion: In the meantime, Curiel ‘and Villa and supporter:

- for the other workers now and in the future.

‘tion in front of Bianca Restaurant on Sept. 21. To expos

Btanca fleeces workers

New YOI‘k—'—For- four months, Roberto Villa worked
12 hours a day, six days a week at Bianca Restaurant,

week for his labors. Management claimed the pay rate
was a ‘“trdining wage’’ but there’s no such provision in
either New.York state or federal laws. In two years of]

weekly schedule..

A co-worker of Villa’s, Jose Curiel, suffered the same
explmtatlon during six years of service when he never re-
ceived minimum nor overtime pay. His salary peaked at]
$250 for a 72-hour work week!

Under state and federal labor laws, Bianca owes Curie
and Villa more than $54,000 in back wages. The worker
filed & complaint with the state Department of Labor,
but it will likely take months to even begin an investiga-

at the Latino Workers Center are backing demands-foy
back wages for the two, plus compliance with labor law

The center backed up the demands with a demonstra

the restaurant and other employers who routinely chea
and exploit immigrant workers, the tenter -aiso held
Town Hall meeting on Sept. 23. '

Latino workers testified about abuses and madequat

- responses from labor agencies, amounting to a crisis fac

ing immigrant’ workers. They proposed: that the stat
Department of Labor create a ‘task force to investigat

. violations in New York City’s restaurants; that the fed

eral Department of Labor hire more Spanish-speakin
investigators for the restaurant and garment industries
and that both departments use their powers to 1mple
ment 100% damages for nonpayment of wages.

‘Warkers from four boroughs and several industrie
testified, including restaurant, delicatessen, garment;
construction and honiecare. Juan Valentin, who'is ah or
ganizer with the center, declared ““As the twentieth cen
tury ‘comes. to a close, we're fighting the same sweat
shops and slave labor conditions that other 1mrmgrant
confronted when this century began
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Global warmmg deaths i in Ch|cago capital’s momentum

Cblcago-After this summer’s heat wave that killed
yver 700 people, few in Chicago doubt the reality of glo-
yal warming, Now comes the draft report of a United
Nations panel of 2,500 scientists from around the world
,autxously approachmg the same conclusion.” The in-
reasing scientific consensus is that'we are seemg the be-
rinning of the climatic effects.

Theory and computer models predict. rising sea levels-.

hat will inundate some coagtal cities, .islands, wetlands
ind beaches, - creating millions of environmental refu-
sees; frequent and more severe droughts, heat waves,
iresland floods; the vanishing of some forests.

Squarely facing such disaster, Congress has boldly de-

sided to slash funds for reducing emissions of green- .

10use gases! They are even slashing funds for research
n climate change, just as in every environmental area
hey are cutting research funds and restricting the pub-
ic’s right to know.: :

One: pitfall of the environmental movement being on
he- defenswe, as it is now, 1s the risk-of our goals bemg

‘Sexism in China

~ (continued from page 4)
Guixian as saying that she prefers to remain with her
First National Textile Mill of Xianyang rather than go to
the ‘center of power because of the work she puts: in.
Thus, ‘I have one child born-last year. That kept me
away from work only one month; I did not need the usu-
al 56-day leave.”® As for her self- development intellectu-
ally, we’ get it stralght from Professor Witke that Wu
was grapphng ‘in plain. language with the contradiction

setween thought and action; idea and practice...”” and’

therefore she wanted to work out “her dlalectlcal exam-
oles from cotton splnmng and weaving...

That, dear reader, -is not the product either of Ms.
Witke's “feminist bias;,” or Jiang Qing’s

"etrogressmmsm i

i “Report from China,” China Quarterly, December 1975, pp.
730-740,

3. As against Ms. Witke's apolog1a see my Hong Kong interview
wvith Jade, printed in News & Letters, June-July 1966, and
Jade’s report of the achievements and retrog'ressxons since the
“hinese Revolution, “Women’s Liberation in China,” included
n-Notes on Womens leeratlon (Detrmt News & Letters,
1970). .

Phllnsophy and

~ Revolution

o me Hegel to Sartre
- and from Marx to Mao

. (On'gi'na] edition 1973: new expanded edition
©1989; also available in Spanish, German,
italian. Russian) S

' See literature ad on page 9.

'sion " is potentially paralyzing,”
{*Not ‘So' Fast,”” New York Times Magazine, July 23),

" that elosely resembles ours,’

narrowed to the protectmn of legal and regulatory gains '

won by years of struggle. “‘Such a narrowly pragmatic vi-
warns Bill McKibben

precisely because it’s possible to address some environ-
mental problems within that framework.

McKibben “argues that such an approach: omits the

“more systematic troubles’’—like global warming—that
result from “‘civilization’s basic 'momentum.” There is
no technological quick fix for global warming, The ur-

“gent need is to sharply reduce the release ¢f greenhouse :

gases carbon dioxide and methane into the air.
That ean-only be done by drastically cutting use of 011
coal and natural gas. “This could not happen in a world

only way out of this dllemma is to rethmk what we mean
by ‘development.’ >’

The problem is that McKibben cannot conceive of a
fundamental change in social relations, and therefore ne-
glects the class basis of “civilization’s momentum.” Con-
sequently the radical change he advocates is confined to
individual behavior, as if that did not grow out of a social

base. His agenda is a'narrow one of reducing population . -
‘an all-out drive for deep thnft for .
‘self-restraint, for smaller families.”

McKlbbens economic critique is that ‘“we’ are “ad- -
- dicted to growth,” and the concept of development he ad-

and living standards: ¢

vocates differs only quantitatively from the dominant

- ‘one; ‘‘The systemic environmentalism.. has one question

NEW from UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESs !

' observes McKibben. “The -

“ man development.

‘wild ambi-
dions.” Rather, it is the product most dlrectly of Mao’s

"It sheds
entirely new
light not only
on Lenin, but
also on.

- Hegel...This
study bears the '
unmistakable
character of a
good book, -
namely, that
the reader
wonders why it
has not been
written long
ago." - -

Lenin, Hegel, and
| Western Marxism

A CRITICAL STUDY

~ Louis Dupré

KEVIN A

’DERSON

Spedal pﬁer: $14.50, postage included
(regularly $15.95 plus $1.80 postage). Offer extended
to December 31.  Send to News & Letters,
59E. Van Bllren St., #707, Chicago IL 60605.

to ask: ‘How much is enough" How much convemence

~how many people, how much money?”

McKibben exhibits the capitalist ideology that equates :
living standards with consumption, and that subsumes

-all economic activity under consumption, spiriting away

accumulation of capital. In capxtahsm, production drives
environmental destruction, and it is production for pro- -

duction’s sake, not for satisfying human needs. The

overriding fact is that world carbon dioxide’ emxssxons :

- come mainly from production.

The sphere of consumption’ is bound to the needs of-
production. For instance, dependence on cars “is. built
into the physical structure of suburban sprawl driven by
the greed of real estate “developers,” racist white fhght'
and capital flight from urban labor revolt.

Consequently, nothing short of a revolutlonary re-
structuring of society, from productlon to man/woman

* relations, can.turn around “civilization’s basic. momen-
" tum.” It is true that we are faced with systemic environ-

mental ‘crises, from global warming to species- -ex-
tinctions, that demand a radically new.kind of develop-
ment. Narrowing the new concept of development to
austerity can only be'a barrier to the ‘real need: fully hu-
—Franklin Dmltryev

Anti- Gmgrlch fightback

Chicago—1 went to a protest rally against Newt

“Gingrich who was in town “selling tax breaks” for the .

rich, as one of the signs said, with a dinner fundraiser -
for the Republicans, What stood out was @n unfortunate

- “absence of youth, but a wonderfully strong presence of

Black ‘and white senior citizens from at least three dlffer- .
ent organizations. .
They were shouting as loud as they could tlll their
voices. were hoarse, and shaking’their fists in unison. "
One Black senior told 'me she was there not so much for

-herself, but for the young people whase welfare benefits.

have already been cut to.an unlivable standard. She said

- when the Republican plan goes into effect, it’s going to
- ‘be even worse; this ‘‘is nothing but class warfare.”

" *Many of the seniors were wearing their retiree UAW

‘jackets and hats. The Teamsters were there too, as well -

as SEIU members. Although I've never seen so many .
older people together at a demonstration, their militancy
made sense when I thought about all the struggles they
have been in throughout their lives—from the cwll .
rights movement to the union movements.

There were also a lot of people in wheelchairs protest-
ing the cuts in disability who appeared to bein a stand-
off with the cops who were trying to push them back. A

" cop ¢ar even bumped into one of the women and trapped -

her between it and the curb.
On my way home, there was a man who dldn t have

“any control of his legs, and barely any control of his o

arms, head-and speech; he was half sitting, half laymg on
platform of the ‘“El’’ begging for money. ,
It made me think: What will happen after these cuts
get even deeper, after the Republicans get their way?
The only answer -is that we have to make sure they
don’t. —Sonia Bergonzx

nthe August September issue
of News & Letters we shared .
with you the Draft of our

~ Marxist-Humanist Perspectives for

- 1995-1996 which asked: "Can the

. 1dea of freedom re-mobilize today's

" mass movements?" At a moment

. when we confront nothing less than a
" new stage in the rulers' wars — both .

_activities and dls;uss;ons with as
many as we can reach. . '

Second, the writing and publishing
. of a Statement on the Black Dumen-
sion for the 1990s, the need for -
which is underlined, .on the one hand, -
by the stark reality of two societies,
sharply divided, that reflect the cnsus

our pages.

.of capitalism today, and on the other,
by the new passions and forces we
“have seen arising — as witness the
organizing activities of Black women

_in the South you have read about in_

And third, a new Collection of
Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on

& Letters?

the Dialectic, the study of which we
~see as what can pointus beyond
today's retrogression toward the new -

beginning the revolutionary move-
ment has been seeking.

it was the outpouring of material
_ from both "inside™ and "outside™ that
followed the National Gathering that.
impelled us to' publish this one special -

_abroad as seen in our lead on Bosnia,
" and at home as in our editorial on the
- war on the poor— it has become

clear that the need for a revolutionary

From 'I'he News and Letters Commxttees Plenum,

September 2 - 3, 1995

16-page issue as both a manifestation  J
of the determination not to retreat,

but to EXPAND in the face of today's |
retrogression — and as our'appeal to- .

- hew beginning allows for no separa-
‘tion between theory and practice,
. workers and intellectuals, "inside" and
F "outside,” philosophy and organiza-
- tion. It'is why we consider it impor-
 tant to share with you the presenta-
tions that were made (see "Reports”),
_and ask for your participation in the -
. decisions reached at the National
~ Gathering held in Chicago over the
~ Labor Day weekend.

~ Our perspectlves for the year ahead
“revolve around the focuses of the
,?‘three sessions:

First, what we call ‘fpol'iticaliza-
-tion," which is the very opposite of
‘the vanguardist practice of program-
_hatching, and means the needed
. concretization of the philosophy of
revolution for our age in all our

' Session on Politicalization and’

POLITICALIZATION AND THE DIALECTICS OF \
MARXIST-HUMANIST PHILOSOPHY AND . CAN A DIALECTICAL PHILOSOPHY OF
REVOLUTION POINT US BEYOND.
TODAY’S RETROGRESSION? T

- Peter Wermuth, National Co- Organizer '

PUBLISHING RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA ON'.
HEGEL AND THE DIALECTIC: FROM THE .
EARLY WRITINGS TO THE 7953 LETTERS
ON HEGEL’S ABSOLUTES, AND FROM )

. MARXISM AND FREEDOM TO THE

ORGANIZATION ;
Olga Domanski, Natiopal Co-Orgamzer

-NEWS & I.ETTERS AND. POLIT!CALIZATION
fim Mills, Resident Editorial Board

Special session on The Marxist-
Humanist Statement on The BIack

MARXIST- HUMAN‘ST STATEMENT ON THE
BLACK DIMENSION: CONTlNUING WORK
IN-PROGRESS .~

Lou Turner, Managing Editor, News & Letters

NO SEPARATION BETWEEN PAST, PRESENT

AND FUTURE: TODAY'S STRUGGLE OVER . Can the Idea of Freedom Re-Mobmze Today’s
THE MEANING OF BLACK HISTORY

“Michael Connolly, Marxist-Humanist Archivist - -

Philosophy
Dialectics

-Dimension- 4
DISCUSSIONS OF LUKACS

Plus

Mass movements?
The Resident Editorial Board

To order, send $2 plus $1 postage to News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren St #707, Chicago IL 60605.

Special session on A New. Collection of
Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on

Kevin A. Barry, Resident Editorial Board

Per.tpectlves for 1995-1996

all our readers to help us answer in a
‘resounding affirmative "Can the Idea
of freedom re-mobilize today's mass
movements?" You can help in a
number-of ways: .

* A financial contribution will help
us cover the $500 for printing, and
several hundred more for postage and
distribution which the additional four
pages for this special issue cost. '

~eCanyousend thisissuetoa
friend or library through a gift sub, or
order a'small bundle to dastrlbute in.
your locality?

* Most of all, we need the contri-
bution of your ideas, your participa-
tion in the discussion that only began
at the Labor Day meeting and will be -
worked out in the year ahead.
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by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes
On Sept. 5, France detonated the first of a series of
nuclear, devices it plans to set off between now and next
.spring. Set off at Mururoa, an island in the South Pacific
where France has béen testing for three decades, this -

“nuclear -device, “small”’ by the standards of today’s
.doomsday weapons, nonetheless carried more destruc-

tive force than the bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945,

."The 1995 device unleased untold environmental and
- health damage across thousands of acres.

“Anti-nuclear 'protests, which had been building for
-months ever since French President Jacques Chirac an-
nounced the tests, reached a crescendo in the days fol-
lowing Sept. 5. Demands to-end the region’s status as a
French colony have merged over the past weeks with the

’ mdlgenous anti-nuclear movement.
, In Papeete; capital of the French colony of Tah1t1
& - .there were mass demonstrations and clashes with riot
- police by youths. In the mistaken belief that Gaston
‘Flosse, a top colonial official was on board, ¢rowds at-

“ Canadian police attack

native peoples’ occupation

- The killing.of Anthony (Dudley) George on Sept. 6 by

- Ontario Provincial ‘Police riveted ~attention on native
peoples’ struggles for land and life against the Canadian
gavernment. George was shot to déath by the police dur-
:.ing the occupation of Camp Ipperwash military base and
- adjoining Ipperwash Provincial Park by Kettle and Ston-
ey-Point Chippewas. He was killed outside the park and
‘two others with him, including a teenager, were wound-

ed. Police have admltted not seeing any firearms among

- .the oceupiers:

“The takeover began over land claims. The Kettle and
--Stoney: Point -peoples- have fought to regain some 2,200
~acres which the Canadian government took over for a

military training base during World War II, but never re-

. ‘turned. After years of court battles, a group of mostly

- young activists set up- encampments on the Lake Huron
- beach of the military base in 1993..

A.year later, the Canadian government agreed to re-
‘turn the now nearly-inactive base pending its cleanup.
However, nothing was done to start removal of toxic
wastes and live' munitions. The occupation of the base

“-began in lateduly and of the park on Sept. 5, which is
when the police movedin. .

The blame for George's death is being laid squarely at
Ontario Premier Mike Harris’ feet. Harris, a Tory with
well-known anti-native racist views, called the occupi-

“ers ‘‘trespassers,” refused to negotiate and termed the-

"crisis a police matter. Last year he publicly stated that

native peoples were getting too much money for land
claims. He refused to intervene after George’s death.

* . Immediately  after the shooting, Kettle and Stoney

- Point people took to the streets and set up barricades.

- Native .supporters' from nearby Walpole Island and

“across Canada began arriving to show support. At Jeast a

thousand people . attended George’s burial at “Stoney

Nation 43" inside Camp Ipperwash. A man at the barri- .

cades for two sleepless nights said, ‘“Wounded Knee hap-
! 'pened in 1890. That’s 105 years ago. It’s now 1995 and
it-is still happenmg The occupatlon continues.

Thousands protest French nuclear tests

tacked a French jet and then sacked airport buildings,
causing the international airport to be shut downfor a-
few days. Protesters-also looted. posh downtown stores
where tourists shop. '
Seme demonstrators pointed to their Molotov cock-
tails, telling reporters: “This is our bomb. France has

,gdt theirs and this is ours? (InterPress Service, Sept. 9).

Anti-nuclear activist Roti Make stated: “The French
have treated us as rubbish, as rats, and now you see
what happens” (The New York Times, Sept. 8).

On Sept. 2, a week before the test, large demonstra-
tions took place in the Pacific region. In Tahiti roads
were blocked and a general strike declared by A Tia. i
mua, the pro-independence trade union federation.
These Tahiti demonstrations were truly international,

-with' delegations from numerous European countries,

Latin America, other Pacific countries such as New Zea-
land and Australia, and most notably a large Japanese

Sudanese student uprising
The Sudan, along with Iran a training ground for Is-
lamic fundamentalists the world over, has suddenly had
to face an internal, class conflict emerging from the very
“masses” the fundamentalist reactionaries claim to rep-
resent. ’
Respondlng to a decree allowing bread prices to rise
50% and to arrests of opposition. leaders, thousands of

student protesters came out into the streets of Khar-

toum and other cities to battle the regime beginning on
Sept. 12, chanting slogans such as ““The People Are

Hungry” and “No to Peddlers of Religion.” Attacked

violently not only by police but also by fundamentalist
goon squads armed with iron bars, the students; soon
joined by the urban poor, gave a good account of them-

_selves. At the end of the first day at least one funidamen-

talist thug lay dead.

The: military regime, propped up 1deolog1cally by the
internationally known fundamentalist: theoretician Has-
san al-Turabi, has visited rape, forced conversion to Is-
lam, slavery and even genocide on the Black. Christian
and animist population of the South,

The government’s claim that the.student revolt is' a
Communist plot has so far fallen on deaf ears. For their
part, the students are calling for the overthrow of the re-
gime and autonomy for the South.

‘general. But separate talks on indigenous rights; land r

. delegatxon which was asked to lead the march while sin

ingthe moving “Song of Hiroshima.” In Tokye, 10,0

- demonstrated the same day, singling out not only t]
. French nuclear tests, but also the recent ones by China

A day earlier, French commandos had stormed thr
Greenpeace  ships off Mururoa, arresting their cres
which “included people from -a multitude of natior
among .. them Tahitian mdependence leader = Osc
Temaru and Eni Falcomavaega, American Samoa’s del
gate to the U.S. Congress.

In the early 1960s, De Gaulle crushed Tahiti’s ind
pendence movement, jailing its immensely popular lea
er Pouvanaa Tetuaapua Oopa. Then, in 1965, after
“lest” Algeria, France moved its- nuclear tests to neart
Mururoa. Today France faces a newer, stronger indepe:

"dence movement which has massive international su

port at a time when the French public is itself increa
ingly hostile to nuclear testing.

Israel-PLO agreement
The Sept. 24 agreement between Israel and the Pale
tine Liberation Organization:could:prove to.be a maj
turning point in the peace process begun two years ag
However, as we go to press, few details of the 400 -pay
agreement have been made public.
Israel did agree to release some more pohtxcal priso!

~‘ers and to begin military withdrawal from someé maj

parts of the West Bank; a territory inhabited by 2.4 mj

.lion Arabs which Israel has occupied illegally since 196
-But ~when this will actually .take place is w

clear—although it might take as long as a year.

Even when (or if) this limited withdrawal happens,
will leave many roads and other areas under Israeli co
trol, thus allowing not only economic strangulation
the West Bank as a whole, but even the cutting off
one town from another. The agreement allows Israe
troops to remain behind to ‘protect” the 130,000 Jev
ish settlers who have moved into the West Bank sinc
1967, now around 5% of the population.

Over 20,000 of these settlers are armed fanatics livir
in military-style encampments. Hebron is a particuls
flash point, especially after a local settler, Baruch Gols
stein, massacred 29 Arabs there in 1994. To much of tt
local settler community, Goldstein is a hero because tt
Book of Genesis supposedly sanctifies Hebron as Jewis
land “from here to eternity’” despite the fact that if
present populatlon consists of 120 000 Arabs and 40
dJews.:

The Israeli government refused to budge even on H«
bron, and it will maintain a garrison there under what
being termed Palestinian rule. This has sparked protesi
from the Hebron Arab community. It will also fuel th
continuing suicide attacks by Islamic fundamentahsi

~opposed to any type of peace agreement.

Ongoing unrest in M‘exiCo

In Mexico, two event;s underline the contmumg soci
unrest

In - Chiapas, Zapatlsta ‘negotiators have reported
agreed with the Mexican government to join in a natios
al multi-party team. charged with reforming the elector:
and political system. As yet, the details of this are ve

form and other questions specific to Chiapas are sche
uled to resume in October.

The Zapatistas have not abandoned armed struggl
but now .are also following the  results of t
“grassroots” referendum they initiated over the su
mer, which asked: should the Zapatistas become an i
dependent political force, should they join with oth
groups, do they have support for basic demands (hou
ing, health care, education, electoral reform)? Out of 1
million ballots, around 53% agreed they should beco
an independent movement; )

In Guerrero, the official National Commission of H
man Rights issued a report condemmng state police a
top officials in the killing of 17 peasants last June. T
governor of Guerrero, Ruben Figueroa; has admitted
directing aides to ‘“dissuade” the peasants from going
an anti-government rally. Figueroa is a “‘dinosaur” (pa
ty hack) of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Par
and close friend of President Ernesto Zedillo.

The massacre was covered up to the level of the sta
attorney general and chief of police, but the Commissi
report stopped short of indicting Figueroa, although
surely -knew about it.. Figueroa’s father, governor
Guerrero in the 1970s, bloodily suppressed an arm
peasant rebellion, but conflicts have continued. '

. , . ; :
Iraq: splits at the top

The sudden: flight into exile in' Jordan, along wi
their families by two of Iraq’s top military leaders, H
sein Kamel and Saddam Kamel, each of them married
daughters of supreme ruler Saddam Hussein, show
that the fissures in Iraqi society have reached even t
regime’s inner circle. Both defectors, but especially H
sein Kamel, are associated with some of the regim
worst atrocities: the genocidal repression in Kurdistan
the 1980s, the equally horrific massacres of Shiites. d
ing the 1991 uprising and the 1993 effort to wipe out t
Marsh Arabs by drying up their water supply.

This spring members of another group within the r
ing circles, the Dulaimi clan, staged an abortive revo
As Lenin pointed out long ago, splits within the ruli
classes, if accompanied by a generalized societal cris
can be the harbingers of revolutionary changes.to com



