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~ The Post Office, which has
all recent issues of “The Militant,
Dec. 5 issues to be dispatched an

Unquestionably this action is
registered by numerous labor and

Post Offlce Releases
Two Issues Of Mmtant

TORIAL

been withholding from . the xuails
* has permitted the: Nov. 28 and
d delivered.

partially a result of the protests

liberal journals and organizations

" in the six-week period since the Post Office began to interfere with

the mailing privileges of “The Militant.”

Only a single group .in the country has thus far expressed the
slightest approval for the Post Office action, and that is the Com- 1
munist Party which not only wants “The Militant” suppressed al-
together, but also wants a witch-hunt started against all labor ¢
gamzatxons and papers critical of - the admlmstratron and -opposed

to reactionary Stalinist policies.

All others which have commented on the case thus far — the

American Civil Liberties Union, *

The Natlon,” the “Reading Labor

Advocate,” “The Call,” “Labor Actwn,” the “New Leader” — have
condemned the Post Office’s arbitrary action,

But it would be a great mistake to now relax pressure on the
postal authorities or to cease demands that they quit interfering

with -the delivery of this paper.

For the decision to permit two

individual issues to be delivered is no .guarantee. that. future issues

will not be withheld or destroyed.:

Furthermore, while the postal authorities may appear to be
making some concessions to demands for freedom of the press, their

failure to permit the delivery of

the paper until two weeks after

the “issues ‘were first deposited in the Post Office, serves to com-
pletely cancel the practlcal effects of -their decision.

A weekly paper detamed in t

he Post Office for two weeks has

lost 95% -of its’ effectiveness and usefulness by the time it is finally

dehvered to subscribers and purchasers

‘Holding ‘up a paper for

two weeks is the next thmg to destroymg 1t

The Post Office action.in lettmg the Nov. 28 and Dee. 5 ls-1

sues go through the mails is. an admission that not eyen after

poring over the paper for two
pretext for barring it.. And yet
by this two week delay for, some

weeks could its agents find any
“The Militant” is being punished
“‘crime” which. even the Post Of-

fice admits has not been commltted

Is this bureaucratic and thus far completely unexplained pro-
" eedure to continue? Does the Post Office intend, while perhaps re-

maining within the letter of its’

technical powers, to destroy the

. effectiveness of a newspaper even though nothing can be charged
against that paper but that ‘it consxstently defends the .interests

of the working class"

s

) As long as the possrbxhty remains that the Post Office may
:mbark on such a course, every defender of freedom of the press
must continue to raise his veice in protest.” “The Militant” has
‘Ylecome_ a test case for World War II. Not until its rights are

fully restored can the charge be
Mlhtant” is a first step toward
from the left. ’

denied that the attack o “The
the suppressron of all criticism

OPA PERMITS PRICE RISES
" ON BEEF, 16 GROCERY ITEMS

In two actions last week the Office of Price Admmrstratxon
approved price rises in food that w111 mean a drop m the work-

ers’ standard of living.

On Dec. 10 the OPA permltted a moderate rise”

price of beef. Three days later
grocery items.

The price of beef has been
ceilings. Acute shortages of
meat are being felt in numeérous
sections of the country.

The main cause for the short-
ages, high prlces and circumven-
tion. of the price ceilings is the
deliberate policy of the wholesal-
ers in selling their meat only to
the higher-priced retailers, and
thereby securing a’ greater
amount of profits. .

Ceilings on retail beef were set
for "each -dealer at- the highest
price charged by that particular
store in the ‘month of March.
This has led to different levels
in the ceiling prices from store
to store and from region to re-
gion,

Those mdwrdual stores and
those areas which were permit-
ted to charge higher prices order
all or most of the available meat,
thus leaving their competitors —
who cannot legally charge such
high prlces-——w1th empty shelves.

The food price ceilings have
become a tragic farce so far as
the consumer is concerned.

If one is a regular customer
and can be trusted not to com-
plain agamst bootleg market pri-
ces butchers and grocers may
consent- to sell those commodi-
ties“of which there is a short-
age. Otherwise the consumer
‘meets the terse reply to their re-
quests for-food: “All out. 2

16 ITEMS

The decision to grant price in-
creases on 16 grocery items in-
volves canned apples, apple juice,
apple ‘sauce, fountain fruits, egg
noodles, ‘tamales, potato chips,
vaisin filled biscuits and crack-
ers; fig bars, peanut candy and
extracted honey, besides other
commodities. '

The action in regard to the gro-

- cery items was taken to relieve

a “squeeze” on wholesalers and
retailers as a result of previous
OPA "authorized increases~in the
prices which food manufacturers
are allowed to charge.

HOW IT WORKS

First, the manufacturers- were
permltted ‘to increase their pri-
ces. Then the wholesalers are al-
lowed:to raise their prices to the
retailers so as to maintain their
profits. And then the retailer in
turn is permltted to charge high-
er prlces from the consumer,

‘Only the workers suffer from
the high prices, for they are not
permitted to receive higher wages
to make up for the price boosts.

The OPA has a consistent rec-
ord of permitting the employers

“in the
it authorlzed price rises on 16

shootmg up,

2

regardless -of price

—manufacturers, wholesalers and
retailers—to pierce the price ceil-
ings.

On July 24, for example, the
OPA authorized the increase of
from 10 to 25%. on the prices of
canned fruits and berriés, On Oct.
10 Henderson’s agency announc-
ed that permission’ had been

(Continued on page 3)
Treasury Dep't
Plans New Taxes

On the Workers

1943 Burden Will
Probably Exceed
That of This Year

“The forecast for 1943 - is:
More taxes, particularly upon
the lower-paid income groups.

As 1942, the year of record
taxation of the masses, draws
to a close, U. S. Treasury of-
ficials are studying plans to in-
crease taxation with the aim of

“absorbing” 40 billion dollars

of consumer purchasmg power.

As soon as the current 9 billion
dollar bond drive ends, (about
Christmas) it is expected that the
Treasury will bring its proposals
out into the open.

It is expected that income tax
totals will be boosted by at least
6 billions. Other methods pro-
posed by the Treasury are spend-
ing taxes, compulsory saving and
lending, bond sales and increased
social security taxes..

The plan to “absorb” 40 bil-
lions - of  “excess . purchasing
power” is aimed at draining this
huge amount away from the
masses, and will be levied over
and above the present tax figures,
according to Randolph  Paul,
Tréasury general counsel.

The congressional committees
which have charge of taxation are
on record = fo ~incréased tax
revenues to come pumarlly from
the workers and “dirt farmers,
while sparing the wealthy and Big
Buginess. ' :

Labor is completely without
repfesentation ‘on the committees
which pass the tax laws: A strong
labor party would: give the work-
ers and dirt farmers an. oppor-
tunity to fight effectively against

rrch” tax proposals

the “soak the poor and spare the
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Ne-Strike I'Iedge
Is Debated at N. J.
C10 Convention
Dlscus5|o:;hows
Growing Dlscontenl'
In Labor s Ronks

NEWARK, N. J. Dec. i
The highlight ef the fifth an-
nual convention of the New

a spirited debale on recom-
mendations that labor reconsi-
der the “no-smke pledge” made

of the union movement.

Although at the end these pro-
posals were voted- ‘down by the
conventlon, the: discussion reveal-
ed a growing  discontent m the
ranks of labor. ‘

The outbreak came on a resolu-
tion. brought in hy: the resolutions | -
committee- calling on the. CIO. to
reconsider the.. no‘strlke pledge
unless . employers ceased ‘ taking
advantage of ‘it and' unless’ steps
were taken by the War Labor
Board to" handle grrevances 0 i
declared 'that’ “every ~ sacrifice
American workers:have made has
been: turned- into profit. by ‘their
employers -who' are- using. “these
sacrifices: to.break-the unions.”. -

The seeretary of - the resolu-
tions' commiittee .emphasized. that
this-was .a: compromise’ measure,
that a resolution -introduced by
Brewster Local 365 of the Uni-
téd Auto Workers had advocated
outright withdrawal of the ‘no-
strike pledge. T

Delegate after - delegate took

the floor inthe discussion, and
they all told the same story. The

OPA "has: failed to prevent price

rises, €very- mohth: that goes by

sees- a_ steady reduction: of the

workers’ real wages' through the

rise .in their living . costs. - The
bosses are adopting. a provocatxve
attitude and turning a cold shoul-
der on union demands; 1t is al-
most ‘as difficult to ‘get a griev-
ance settled now:as.it was-before
the ‘CIO was organized. And the
unions are getting absolutely no
satisfaction from the War Labor
Board, which has let. cases: pile

[up by, the thousands to - the point
“where it seems years will pass

before most of them will be even
brought up for cons1deratxon ;

And every delegate who drew
the logical - conclusion from this
picture, who said “the only’ lan-
guage the bosses will understand
is strike,” was greeted ‘with tre-
mendous applause.

_The resolution was® opposed by
the state CIO:-leaders, and by the
Stalinists, who ‘declared the reso-
lution could. “please only, . fifth
columnists - and . appeasers.”! A

substitute resolution - introduced .
by President Irvmg Abramson,'
condemmng the - employers " for |

taking advantage of the no-strike
pledge and expressxng ‘dissatis-
faction with the: WLB failure to
handle cases, 'was put to a stand-
ing vote.

Although . about 100 of more
than 500 delegates
from voting, the remainder 'ap-
peared -to_be almost -evenly divi-
ded for and-against.the Abram-
son. substitute... It was. declared
passed. After that the resolution
~ommitteé’s -proposal was re:ect-
ed overwhelmingly, -

" Other resolutrons ‘adopted by
the convention: mcluded the fol-
10w1ng :

Independent polmcal action: A
denuncratlon of ‘the teactionaries
in both. caprtahst parties.. .and
a request. that the national CIO
found an independent . political
movement based on, the unions
and working.. farmer organlza-
tions.

- Racial dlscrlmmauon That Ne—
gro workers be permitted to. work
in -all plants and on- all kmds
of work. : . ;

Women: That wormen workers
receive equal pay for equal work,

Youth: That the voting age for

youth be reduced to 18

Jersey State .CIO,” which. con- |-
“cluded its sessions lastmght was |

a 'year ago by the: top leaderSj

abstained |

ngxceptions N oted _,

‘ %uw{/ (i n Mw:/f :
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Changed”—

“Character Of War Has
Pearl Buck

The War Has Ceased to Be a Flght for Freedom,” Winner
Of Nobel Prlze Tells Her Fellow Writers ond Sclenhsts Rt

- t either ‘to allow a worker to leave,

. By Felix Morrow

“The war has ceased to be a fight for freedom,”
declared Pearl Buck, fanious novelist and Nobel
Prize winner, in an address in New York last
Thursday, Dec. 11, before the annual gathering
of the writers and scientists whose achievements
have been recogmzed by the award of Nobel
prizes.

Appealing to her listeners to recogmze the
danger of domestic fascism in this country and

victories‘ are not saving the world from fascism
and’reaction. “What we must foresee is that un-
less; there is a miracle we-will -have to fight an-
other war to save freedom.”

“None- of us in this reom is safe. Qur kind

and screntists.
- “All the victories now being -won do not make

to continue. rule over colonial empires endangers
us, the avowed ‘will to maintain ‘white supremacy
at all costs in our own country.endangers us. All

the women—are endangered. All who are: the
agents of civilization, the intellectuals, the poets

elsewhere, she warned them that the military

anywhere is not safe,” she told ‘her fellow-writers .

us safe, Those of us who are Jews are not safe, . |
here or anywhere in-the world. The détermination

those who ~belong .to “those testing places of -
deniocracy—the minorities, the Jews, the Negroes, .

Roosevelt Put Over |
The Deal With Otto,
Says Drew Pearson

P1 esrdent RooseVelt is: responsrble for the

recent decision authorizing: the reactxonary
_pretender to - the Austrian: throne, Arch-
duke Otto: of Habsburg, to organize an Aus-
trian battalion of the U.-S.:Army, accord-
ing to a flat assertion made on Dec. 8 by
Drew Pearson, Washington calumnist;

' Pearson declares that Cordell Hull, head
of the State Department which was con-
sulted by the War Department before Sec-
retary Stimsén publicly authorized Otto to

- go _ahead with recruiting for:the: Austrian
legion, had not approved..of ‘the idea, par-
tially because he “has a shrewd faculty for
feeling the pulse of -American public opin-

. don” .

“Several of his State Department advis-
ers also- were opposed. But not Brain
Truster Adolf Berle, whose: brain- ¢hild the.
plan largely was,

“However, the man who really put. it
across was FDR himself. He overruled
Hull and decreed that Otto should have his
chance to recruit an Austrian legion.”

The liberal supporters of Roosevelt have
‘always contended that ‘the State Depart-
ment is responsible for .reactionary deci-
sions concerning foreign policy, and that .
Roosevelt " only= “goes -along” with them.
What will they say about Pearson’s as-

sertion ? M

“leader to whom we can look,

and artists and- writers, the liberal in mind, the
thinkers, the men and women of ideas, the 1deal—

.ists, are endangered. "

“I am not afraid to speak to you boldly. The
victory over the Axis does not mean the victory
over Fascism and you and I must know this, we
musst acknowledge it, we must reckon with it.
Only by. acknowledging ‘it and reckoning -with"it
can we do. our part to save civilization—not only
the civilization of .Europe, of our own country,
but human civilization for all humanity.” -

First Qutstanding Intellectual o

With this speech Pearl Buck becomes the first
outstanding = American . intellectual to admit
publicly that she no longer believes that the war
is -a war’ for democracy. Since the Darlan deal
in North Africa many of the pro-war intellectuals

‘have become silent or are wailing about the
. .possible danger of a Teactionary peace. Pearl

Buck is the first of them to say publicly that the
war is “no longer” being fought for the progres-

" sive ‘aims which she and the rest of the intellec-
-tuals previously read into it.

~The. extent to' which Pearl Buck has changed

“her views is-indicated by what she was saymg
1 -and deing only a few months ago.

On February 28, 1942 she sent a “Letter to
Colored Americans” to the editors of -all: Negro
papers and magazines, in which she urged the
Negroes, despite the continuance of diserimination
against them, to give. wholehearted support to
the war. “Faulty as our democracy is, the United

1" States must be: the leader in this war: for the

right of peOples “to be” free—there is no other
.” she.then told the
Negro people. By the “Unlted States” she meant,

4 -of course, the government

.. Now, however, -she admits that her appeal to

the Negroes cannot be repeated: “Our own color-

ed people are not closer to us at the end of this
year than- they were at the beginning. Military
victory is not enough to lift their hearts.”

The Colonies And The War

. In a speech on April 15, 1942; after the Cripps

Mission, Pearl Buck was still asserting that free-
dom - could come .to the colonies through the
benevolence of the big imperialist powers, Con-
cerning the Cripps “offer” she then said; “I be-
lieve that England acted with mtegrrty and with
true desire to do What she believed ught in
India.” : *

- Now, however, she has lost all faith in- secur-
ing freedom for the colonies: tlirough the help of
the “democracies.” ‘As she told the Nobel pl"ize
winners, the masses of China and India are cor-
rectly realizing that only their own strength will
free them:

“The peoples of Asia are further from us today
than they ever have been. They are reallzmg
soberly that they must find their salvation in
‘themselves, and not with us. Allies we are, to a
certain guarded degree, for a whlle, but they
cannot trust us. . . .

“All of Asra now knows and acknowledges, and

(Continued on page 2).
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1 ferring their employment..

reezing Order Aids
sainst Labor

FIVE (5) CENTS

Almed To Stop

Seeklng Better Paid Jobs

Workers From]

Employers Approve Freezmg Order; Army
WI“ Be Used to See That It Is Enforced

By Joseph Andrews

“Over 700,000 workers in the heavily industrial-
ized Detroit area were in effect frozen to their jobs
i an order issued Dec. 10 by the ‘War Manpower

Commlssron.

The order, desrgned to prevent Detroit workers

| from seeking better paying jobs, was the first major
act ‘of War Manpower Commissioner Paul V. McNutt, under
the sweeping new powers granted him by President Roosevelt
in his Dec. 5 decree. The Army has threatened to enforce the
order by taking over plants where the WMC order is not ob-

served

. The order affects Workers in all the major plants in the
Detroit vicinity, including the®
Ford plants, Chrysler tank ar-|
‘senal, the General Motors, Hud-

son -Arsenal -and other big mili-
tary production plants. Agri-
culiiral - workers, food process-
ing workers, - lumber " workers,
eénstruction - workers,  mining
waorkers,  transportation, commu-

ment workers are all included -in
the ‘order,

MUST GET CERTIFICATE

““The rullng requires workers to
obtain a certificate of release
from -their employer before trans-
The
emiployers make the decision
or not to leave his job. A work-
ér- may appeal a refusal by an
émployer.. to grant a certificate
of release to the employment
service and then to the WMC,

“Detroit workers know what
this means. They have appealed
refusal of the employers to set-

nication, educational and govern- |,

Board. The Board has delayed
action on these grievances to the
point ‘where the whole process of
collective bargaining is break-
ing down in the plants. There is
no reason to believe the workers
will get -any better tleatment
from the “appeal processes” of
the WMC.

EXPECT EFFECT

Just as the government’s poli-
cy on wages is designated as a
“stabilization” policy, Mantt’
order is termed a “stablhzatlon
of labor manpower. The wage
“stabilization” as all workers
have seen, resulted in a‘freezing
of ‘wages at 15% above the lev
prevailing on Jan, 1, 1941, It is
to be  expected that the net re-
sult of the Detroit order of the
WMC will be to freeze the over-
whelming majority of the work-
ers in their present jobs. :

Any worker who does not abide
by the order, and leaves his job

/(Continued on page 4)

The official Moscow press
keeps arriving. in this country
in dribbles and only after great
delays. Available now are 1is-
sues of Pravda for the month
of August and the first few days
in September. - This. was .the
period during which the Ger-
man offensive into- Northein
Caucasia and against Stalin-
grad had not yet lost its mo-
mentum

On picking up the official préss,
the first question to which every
defender of the Soviet- Union
seeks an.answer is: Just. how did
the Soviet masses and above 4ll
the Red Army react under the
terrible  series. of. defeats? The
events on the military field have
of course already testified elo-
quently to the fact that Red Ar-
my and the masses rallied heroic-
ally to-beat back the enemy.
Pravda supplies invaluable sup-
plementary information,

The columns of Pravda contain
ample evidence of the unflagging
morale and indomitable will to
struggle by the workers and sol-
diers of the -USSR. One of the
most significant aspects of re-
cent Soviet developments in this
connéction is the growing soli-
darity between the rank and file
of thie Red Army and its officers,
especlally the lower ranking ones.

GROWING SOLIDARITY

Red soldiers and Red officers
are seeking and finding comrade-
ghip in their joint struggle on the
battle field. This is one of the
greatest 'and proudest traditions
of the Red Army. In fact, this is
one of the basic conquests of the
October revolution.that the Krem-
lin bureaucracy has done its ut-
most 'to destroy through blood
purges, on the one hand, and

through the artificial fostering

tle grievances to the War Labor |-

OFFICERS FRATERNIZE
WITH SOVIET SOLDIERS

Red Army s Great Tradition Is Revived in
Struggle to Defend Conquests of October

By JOHN G. WRIGHT

of a prwrleged military hlerarchy,
on the other. ;

It is hardly surprising, there- .
fore, to find that the Pravda does
not at all hail this growing spir-
it of solidarity. On the contrary
there is considerable alarm ex-
pressed about it, Moreover, the
ruling clique under Stalin is do-
ing its utmost to counteract it.

On Sept. 4, Pravda carried a
leading  editorial fulminating .
against officers who' fraternize
with the soldiers. This editorial
bears the title: “Militant Friend-
ship at the Front.” The keyno 3
follows: :

WHAT “PRAVDA” DISLIKEVS‘{

“Genuine concern on the part
of a friend-commander for the
watrior cannot be substituted by
a show of friendly politeness.
There is nothing more pernicious
at the front than the spirit of
‘let’s be pals’. A brave wartiot
has no need of it. A commander.
is a chieftain. He is always ‘a
chieftain. He is a chieftain even»
in friendship,” :

The ruling clique confronts ‘a
grave danger in the event that
this comradeship between offﬁcefs
and soldiers extends and deep
ens, Officers who have genum
mass support in the ranks rep
resent a force that can play .
role independent of the Kremlin.
This must be forestalled by Sta-
lin at all costs, That is why
Pravda categorically declares that
nothing can be “more pernicious.”

The whole point is that by Aug
ust this tendency must have al-
ready assumed mass proportions.
Otherwise it is incomprehensible
why this news was made public,
‘even if in carefully veiled lan-
guage, or, rather, in bureaucra-‘
tic double-talk. :

After making clear its opposi

(Continued on page 2)
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By MICHAEL CORT

- The Beveridge plan, which
- pravides for payment to Brit-
ish- wérkets of unemploymert
benefits - at starvation level is
‘being viewed. with increasing
antagonism by an important
section - of the British ruling
class. These capitalists and their
political tools are finding that
“the plan is both “financially un-
~sound” and “socially demoral-
~izing for the workers.” What
they really mean is that expendi-
- tures for social security do not
fit with their plans for continued
exploitation of both the British
gnd colonial masses after ‘the
war.

- While criticism of the plah is
Veiled becatise the British capital-
ists wish to avoid completely dis-
illusioning the workers ih -the
miidst of the war. still, the plan
‘has already led to some frank
discussions of fundamental aims
- and, perspectives,

- ARMIES AND INSURANCE
Victor Gordon Lennox; the Lon-
don correspondent for the Chi-
~eago Daily News, reveals that
British ruling class circles openly

taining a large army in peace
time to prevent revolutions in the
coloniés. They realize  further
~:that the British economy cannot

-~ tion and oppression, afid at the
. same time provide unemployment
~insurance for the workers. It
. €an’t be done, that is, without cut-
- ting into profits.

Lennox, summarizihg the views
of British ecapitalists, writes in
“the Dec. 8 Chicago Daily News
“that after the last war “the gov-
ernment found itself obliged ‘to
cut down its defense program if

“The Nation’
Comments On
‘Militant’ Ban

- An editorial in the Dec. 12

dssue of The Nation, liberal
Weekly, comments on the sup-
presswn by the Post Office of

and rejects the slander — thus
far put forth openly only by the
Stalinists — that The Militant
is following a “pro-Axis” line:
" “The Militant, a weekly news-
“paper published by the disciples
‘of -the late Leon Trotsky, has
been barred from the mails since
November 7. So far the postal
authorities have refused to- ex-
plain their action but it was un-
doubtedly the paper’s opposition
to- the war as ‘an imperialist
‘blood bath’ that got it into trou-
+ ble. It might be argued that those
- who approved the suppression of
Social Justice should not object
to the - bah on. the Trotskyite
journal, but there are important
differences. Social Justice hind-
~ered the war effort net by forth-
Yight opposition to it but by the
¢ digsemination of pro-Axis provpa-
ganda, including anti-Semitisr
- and deliberate lies. However
- wrong The Militant tay be, it
.. stands on its own argument and
{8 not pro- German.”

Beveridge
‘o Baring

¥écognize the nécessity for main- -

‘support a large army of occupa-,

"tecent issues of The Militant,|

Future of British
Economy Looks Bleak
Whoever Wins War

‘budget balance were to be main-
tained without placmg excesswe
burdens on industiy.”
“After the present war the:
United Nations will be unable to
cut down drastically their de-
fense expenditures, since it is
their séttled poliéy to back up
anti- aggresswn comm1tments by
| foree.”
Lenifiox’s point i§ clear, The
bosses intend to spend their mo-
ney on armies for suppression
and pohcing, not upon unemploy-
ient in§urance for the workers.
“Lievél-headed Biitohs iecog-
nize,” he continues, “that the
failuré to Fealize these conditions
(big armies) would lead inevit-
ably to the failtite To realizeé
ideals and to the bankruptey of
‘he British system.”

In other words; the failure of
the British bosses to hold India
in chaing; to: récapturé Malaya,

‘n the far east, would result in-
*he bankruptecy of British capi-
“alism,

v

AN AMERICAN ESTIMATE

This, of course, is correct. The
~ntire system of monopoly capi-
‘alism is based upon the éxploit-
ation of colonial peoples and once
"hat prop is knocked out, the sys-
tem crumbles.

But it S0 happens that the Brit-
ish Empire is done for as a first
»ate power, regardless of the out-
eome of the war. Such, at any
rate, 'is the view of important
spokesmen for American capital-
ism, who warn ‘that the empire
will not be a domihant world
nower after the war, but rather
=n adivnct to a new American
imperialism. They foresee an
England deprived of its pre-war
monopoly of colonial markets; and
reduced to a “tight little island”
with 'ils economy based upon
agriculture. Under such circum-
stances, American big business-
men assert, Encland will not be
able to afford social secnrlty for
its workers,

This view is presented by such
a capitalist journal as the Chi-
cago Daily News, controlled by
Secretary of the Navy Frank
Knox. ,

Plan Leads
Of War Aims

Burma and the Crown Colonies,

- In g lead editorial on Dec. 3,
the Daily News writes. “The Brit-
ish are a tough race, . .but adapt-
able enough to face the facts of
life. They have a feitile island.
They have many industrial spe-
cialties such as woolen textiles,
pottery @nd shipbuilding which
will always earn SOME ineome
from the rest of the world.
“She will never again realize
Richard Cobden’s ideal of ‘work-
shop of the world.” Onece again
(after the war) her life will be
roéted in ‘the soil of her island.
An econotny of shat sorf, in our
opihion, will not fit the elaborate
monetary machinery of such an
allzembracing social-security
scheme as that of Sir William
Beveridge.”

HOW TO GET SECURITY

~ The British and American
workers have been sent itito this
war with thé promise of péace
and democracy oncé thé enemy
has been defeated. After thrée
vears. of ‘sacrifite and suffering
by the workers, the mere sugges-
tion of unempbloyment insurance
serves to goad the bosses  into
dropping their demoecratic pre-
tenses and to talk frankly of
class aims and realities.

The British capitalists realize
they ean’t afford to give the
workers adequate unemployment
‘nsurance because they have to
keep a large standing army to in-
sure their continued exploitation
of India and the far easgt, The
American bosSes emphasize the
fact that the British bosses can’t
sfford the insurance because
they atren’t going to have the
~ame grip on India and the other
colonies that they had before the
war.

It ig clear that whether or not
the British bosses keep their colo-
nies, both the British and colo-
vial masses are faced with con-
tinned and intensified exploita-
tion after the war. No improve-
ment in their lot is possible un-
der capitalism.

What is required, not for meag-
er unemployment payments but
for jobs and security, is an al-
liance of the British workers and
the colonial people in the ecrea-
tion of a progresswe and planned
economy on & world secale. Thé
domination of the .parasitic capi-
talist class must be eliminated
before the workers ean achieve

| evident.

Officers Fraternize

With Red Soldiers

(Continued from page 1)

tion to fraternization between of-
ficers and men, Pravda goes on to
paint a picture of what consti-
tutes an ideal eofficer in its eyes.
Here it is:

“PRAVDA’S” IDEAL

“We have many magnificent
commanders who are strict and
exacting and who appear at first
sight to be somewhat stiff. They
are always at attention and they
always observe the necessary dis-
tance of commanding ranks. But
their . subordinates ecall  them
‘fathers and are ready to go into
the fire at their very first word.”
(Pravda, Sept. 4, 1942.) :

“Observe the necessary dis-
tance of commanding ranks!” In
other words Pravdd’s’ order is:
Preserve at all times the hier-
archy of the officer caste’ which
depends for its existeénce entirely
on the summits in the Kremlin!
And whoever trahsgresses these
gdered boundaries is a mortal ene-
ty of the regime.

The frietioi between officers
arid the Kiemlin is not limited to
editorials in Pravda. It extends
to the front itself. For example,
here is an extract from a report
nf a party nucleus in the actlve
army i
KREMLIN PRESSURE

“The reporter (Commissar Kis-
gile¥) stressed that in order to
win a battle mere audacity and
bravery does not suffice. What is
required in addition is the ability
to wage war, and this is precise-
v what is frequently lacking. .
Certain commanders are not suf-

battle, and lose their heads at
critical moments. To renounce
these inadequacies is to make our
regiment better capable of war-
fare” (Pravda, Sept. 4, 1942)) -
The report continues:
munistg criticized courageously
the mistakes and lapses on the
part of individual commanders
and political workers. , . and in-
troduced practical proposals.”
The actions of the “commis-
sars” and “communists” referred
to here are of course d1rect1y in-
spired from above. These are o7-
ders carried out by the hand-
vicked agents of the Kremlin, or
more exactly; of the GPU. The
commandérs singled out for “cri-
ticism” are without exception
lower ranking officers, It is self-
that whoevér violates

their goal,

Pravda’s prescrlptlon of the 1deal

By HARRY FRANKEL

The first City Convention of
‘Local New York of the Social-
ist Workers Party since the en-
trance of America into the war,
met on Sunday, Dec. 13, and
heatrd reports of the continued
growth and progress of the par-}
ty in the New York area. The
convention "endorsed the poli-
cies of the natienal party which
were carried out by the N. Y.
City Committee.

The political report to the con-
vention was madée by James P.
Cannon, National Secretary of the
Socialist Workers Party. Cannon
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Encouraging Progress
Moted in Trade Union
And Educat’l| Work

reviewed the major politica’
events gince the naticnal conven-
tion of the SWP two months ago.
the increasing effect of wartime
etonomy on the workers’ standar?
of living, the rigé in prices, In
chreased taxes, forced eravings and
the treénd toward resimeritation
of the labor movement; the re-
vealing deal between the United
States and Admiral Darlan in
Africa and the resulting confusion
of the liberal supporters of Roose-
velt: and the general trend of the
workers toward independént poli-
tical action as a result of the need
to defend their elementary in-
terests on the political field.

Cannon demonstrated how all
these events have corroborated the
program of the party, and have
increased its influence among the
advanced workers.

ORGANIZATION REPORTS

The convention then continued
with reports on the many phases
of party-building activity that
have been carried on by the New
York membership in the past year.
George Cirant, Local New York
organizer, gave  the unanimous
report of the outgoing city com-
mittee. He explained that the New
York Trotskyists are to be found
among the workerg in the mass
nroduction industries in ereater
volume than ever before, and were
carrving on the work of the party
in the trade unions.

He reported progress in every
field of party work, referring to
the splendid educational program
devised to provide every member
with a basic knowledge in Marx-
1°xp as well as a knowledge of the
living events from day to day.
The financial statement of the
New York Local was given as
testimony to the -loval support
given the party by members and
symnpathizers, and the list of new
recrvits was presented as living
proof of the growing strength of
the arty

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION .

It was reported that 150,000
pieces of party literature wert

!| distributed. in the course of the

“|.fall of 1941. The literature direc-

Cannon-for-Mavor campaisn in the

N. Y SWP Local Meets
In Annual Convention

tions of The Militant to industrial
workers throughout the city over
the whole period of the last year.
He also described a steady rise in
thée sale of theoretical and pro-

crease in newstand sales' of The

Militant and the Marxist monthly

magazine, Fourth International.
The convention greeted with en-

noming publication .of the book,
“In Defense of Marxism—Aeainst
the Petty-Bourzeois Opposition,”
by Leon Trotsky. A large aquota of
the edition will be taken by Local
New York for circulation among
advanced workers.

GREETINGS TO
NATALIA TROTSKY

A thoroughgoing discussion on
every question confronting the
New York Local, éspecially> on
some questions concerning which
there were varving \opmions, re-
enlted in a g'reater illumination of
the SWP program, policies and
methods of work. The lessons
learned from this discussion
should ensure greater progress in
the strénsthening of the N. Y.
Local in the coming period.

The proceedings of the conven-
tion were brought to a close with
the sending of the following tele-
gram to Natalia Sedov Trotsky,
widow of the founder of the
Fourth International:

“Upon tonclusion New York
City convention, comrades send
warmest greetings to beloved
Comrade Natalia. Firm, confident,

ranks, we are moving forward in
struggle for socialist emancipa-
tion.

New York Loeal.

Socialist Workers Party.”

Trotskys Last W’ork

“MANIFESTO OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

on the
IMPERIALIST WAR
and the

PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
48 pages 5 cents per copy
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ficiently capable in directing a

“Com- |

grammatic literature and an in-

thusiasm the announcemént of the |

united, with fresh forces im our

type of officer is placed imme-
diately under threat of being
criticized courageously,” that is,
of being made the scapegoat for
military reverses and defeats. Un!
der the cover of taising the fight-
ing capacity of the army, the
Kremlin can level its fire against
those officers who. stép out of
line in any way and in this man-
ner suppléments by action its edi-
torial “injunctions, i

This attitude and these acts of
the bureaucra¢y can tend only
to intensify the friction between
the officer corps and the Kremlin
summits, - Stalin is well aware of
this and is obviously preparing
in-advatce,

MORE GENERALS
APPOINTED

An Associated Press dispatch
from Moscow tells about the pro-
motion of 13 officers and the ap-
pointment of 130 new generals in
a single day “in the longest list
of appointments of generals fof
the Red Army since the begin-
ning of the war.” (N. Y. World-
Telegram, Dec: 7, 1942.)

These unprecedented appoint-
ments — signed by Stalin him-
self and not by the Praesidium of
the Supreme Couneil as is cus-
tomary — comé on the heels of
a third series of mass appoint-
ments of higher ranking officers
since the outbréak of the war.
This is the fourth renewal and
replenishment of the military
tops. The reasons for it, like for
all the preceding ones, are pri-
marily political, that is, to safe-
guard Stalin’s authority and con-

. ltrol oveér the army. The fact that

Stalin dares not trust even the
previously handpicked. - generals
but requires new figureheads in
December is additional verifica-
tion of the growing rift between
the officer corps and the bureauc-
racy.

Next only to the news of Soviet
successes against the enemy, the
most welcome news from the So-
viet Union is the inveluntary ad-
mission by Moscow of the grow-
ing solidartiy in army ranks.

Strikes Lost
In Belfast

The strike of electricians and
engineers in Belfast, North Ire-
land, has been ended after a
walkout lasting almost a month:

| As was reported in’ The: Mili- |

tant last month, the electricians’
strike was called after the boss
had attempted to undermine the
union shop by the employment of
a scab. The engineers struck for
4 bigher rate of pay.

Neither strike was won com-
pletely, largely as a result of the
treachery shown by the Stalinists
who joined the trade union bu-
reaucrats and government spokes-
men in attacking the strikers.
While the electricians succeeded
in having the seab fired, the fu-
ture employment of scabs is t{o
be decided by g “Court of Inqui-
ry” now sitting. The strike of
the engineers was lost and the
rank and file leaders fired.

According to a correspondent
writing in the British New Leader
the spirit of the workers was un-
broken by the defeat. “The strik-
ers showed a wonderful spirit of
resolution,” he says. “That they
should have held out for over
three weeks against the govern-
ment, bosses, trade union offi-
cials, Labor Party and C. P., and
that, even then, one-third should
vote against a return to work,
is & sign of the discontent among
the rank and file.”

Where You Can Get
THE MILITANT

" Boston—Adelman’s Newsstand
284 Tremont St.

Chicago — Socialist Bookshop,

. Room- 421; 160 N. Wells St.

Detroit—The Saturday Book-
shop, Room 5, 8513 Wood-
ward Ave.,, open Saturday
evenings from'6 to 9 o’clock.

Minneapolis — Shinder’s News
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and

.. 6th St.; Pioneer News Agen-
cy, 238 2nd Ave, South,

Newark (Downtown) — News-
stand, 11 Springfield Ave.,
near Court House.

New Haven — Nodelman’s
News Depot, 106 Church St.,
near Chapel,

New York (Harlem — News-
stands north west corner of
Lenox Ave, and 125th St
and at the northeast corner
of Lenox Ave. and 135th St.

New York (Garment Area) —
Newsstand, corner of 388th '
St. and 7th Ave,

New York (Manhattan)—14th .-

, |between 4th and Tth
Aves ; Newsstands on 42nd
St., between 4th and 5th
Aves

Rochester — Newsstand, Main
St. and Glinton Ave., south-
east corner, « .

Seattle — Eckhart News, 102
Washington Street,

Changed’—

(Continued from page 1)

so must we if we are honest, that the prmclples
of human equality and human freedotr may havé
nothing to do with our victory 3h this Wrs
Certainly the peoples of Asia are now €dming to
believe that for them our vietory will have
nothing to do with freedom ‘and equality.

~ “And who. can give them any other hope? One
hears everywhere” of plans for a reconstructed
Europe, of plans for feeding Europe’s hungry
millions, of health measures for Europe’s sick
and wounded. But who hears anywhere of feed-
ing India’s hungty millions, hungry not only in
the brief years of this war, but always hungry"
' “Righty per cent of Thdia’s people do not khow

adequately. Yet there dre rio plans made for feed-
ing them, Med1ca1 ¢are is ‘even tnore inadeguate;
always has _been inadequate in Asig; but who
plans to better that?

“There aré to blans, thére hévér Wete aiiy
plahs. A medical watchgiiard is Kept at the gates
of the Ea#t in Egypt in the Mid-éast and at the
westeih ports, 1est the dread dlSeases of As1a
creep into our countries, but who cared how many
of the peoples of the East suffered and dxed from
these diseases”?

Nor is the 1oss of faith ifi the “democracies”
limited to the masses of China and Tndia, The
same thing is happemng in Europe says Pea11
Buck; especially in Fraince as a ¥ésult ‘5t the:
cynical deal with Darlan:

“The oppressed people of France, too, are not
as close to us as they were. Military victory in

7

France who still love liberty.”

When Did The War “Change”?

Up to this point Pearl Buck speaks very
cogently and convineingly. Wheére thé it léast
plausible, however, is in attemptitig to justify
her past record a4s a pro-war propaganfhst To
do so she claims that the war “begaii as a war
for freedom,” but has since changed. “When did
the character of this war change"” she asks, and
then attempts to answer her own question as
follows:

“Somewhere in this year the step might have
been taken which could have averted this Fate of

wmoment this war was being fought as a war for
freedom.”

She gets no further than this in her futile at-
tempt to find a date when the war changed In-
stead she goes on to say that the war could hate

been “a man great enough to have declared that

ples.” However, there was no such man:
“We had no man great enough to déclare at

war. Let us reckon with this fact—our leaders
are men of local minds. They have not been able
to think in terms of the world. . . . This war has
been limited in its true aims. It has become a
military struggle. It has ceased to be a fight for
freedom.”

By a “great man,” she obviously means a leader
in a key post—Churchill, Roosevelt, ete. WHY
these men were unable to say what Pearl Buck
hoped they would say—and \which she told the
Negro and colonial peoples they were going to
say—she is unable to explain except on the basis
that they have “local minds.”

Pearl Buck’s explanation is nohsense. She has
realized which way the war is going, but has

the very beginning—from thé time, indeed, that
the war was being planned in the cabinets of the
various governments, She fails to understand that
imperialist governments can only ﬁght 1mperxahst

and never have known what it is to be féd ;

‘the hecessary moinent the true meaning of this.

failed to realize that it was going that way from’

‘Character Of

Africa has not won us a victory among those in -

the changed character of the war. WUntil that

continued to be a war for fleedom, had there A

this war was a war for the freedom of all peo—

ar Has

Pearl Buck

wars. She fails to understand that she and hér
fellow-writérs @nd scientists have merely been
puttmg ﬁg leaves on the ugly truth

found such a “great man” in Woodrow Wllson )

and his ghttermg 14 pomtq Instead they ot the
Versailles Treaty which laid the basis for the
next wai. Why did that happen" Besausé Wilson

Wwas tot “gieat ‘enéugh”? Every child uséd to
know, in the atthistice betWween the two wars, that

the jthperialist victors wroté ah imperialist peace
as the inevitable résult of an imperialist war.

What The Masses Need Today

~ What the masses rieed i3 fiot a “great imm”
but an ‘understanding of thé coniiection be’tWeéh‘
capltahsm aiid waf afid tlie necessity of putting

ahi ‘etid ‘to capitalisin through the establishinent

of socialisii

Pearl Buck doés fiot understand thls and thére-
fore ediifiot help the asses to avoid World War
IIT which she fea¥s is ¢stning. “Onie ¢an only hepe
at most now that there will be a breathing space
between this Wwar and the next,” she says; “One
¢annot guaranteé that there will be that space. ”

Pearl Buck does. however, understand the
‘urgeht necessity of free speech and eriticism of
the government and the war, She warned her
fellow—wrlters and seientists that they should not

‘be silenced:

“In the first place, we must refuse to be
decewed by - mlhtary victories. It is easy to be
sllenced vlrhen tlie nmse ‘of mllltary trumpéts ﬁll
thmkmg t6 imeritical approval ind R

And she warned thein of the danger of fascxsm
in this countiy:

“This couyntry, otir own déar land, may become
strange to all of us, as Germany became strange
to thosé wHo have come to us as refugees, . .
unless demoeraéy wins, against faseism here on

our own soil as well as in Europe, until people -

are free in Asia as well ag in France. ”

She concluded with an #dppeal to the intellec-
tuals to stand up for democratic rights in this
country regardless of anv governinental threats:

“Now as never before in the hlstorv of the
world we who believe in liberty of the mind and

freedom of the body must speak, again and again,

regardless of the danger to ourselves. If we do
not make this war into a war for freedom, we
<hall Jose freedom, without which ‘life is worths
less. If freedom ‘must be lost, then let us lose it
boldly, still spéaking ‘what we kitow to be trnt

_snd not in the timidity of srlence.”

A Sign Of The Tiines

Pearl Buck’s speech is a significant sign of

the times, Neither she nor the intellectuals as a .
.whole: can:play the role she-thinks they can-—

1allv1ng the masses to transform this war into)
a wir for fréedom. That would mean to turn the
war into its opposxte, from a camtahst-conducted
war into a revolutionary struggle of the workers

and the colonial masses against capitalism, The, ’
intellectuals are not cavable of that task. The -
leading role can only be taken by the workmg' :

clags and its vanguard, the revolutlonary prole-
tarian party. !
Nevertheless, Péarl Buck’s speech is significant
because, as a gengitive 1ntellectual she feels the
stirring of the great masses of Asia, Europe anﬂ
America against all their oppressors. -
Almost mvarlably, in periods of reaction, the
intellectuals go over in a body to the side of thé
ruling class; then; in the transition from reace
tion to revolutionary struggle, some of the in-
tellecmals gende the chahge and record the fact.
This is the profound meaning of Pearl Buck’s
speech ‘ '

Speaking at the grave of
Marshal Lyautey, General Eis-
enhower stated last month:
“The forces under my com-
mand bring with, them a solemn
assurance that his achievement
— a North American empire —
shall remain French.” (N. Y.

non
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FrenchWon Africa Emplre By
Brutal Slaughter Of Natives

By MARK BRADEN

ment with Spain; as Vatin-Perig-
confidentially
agreement with other powers, we
| can attack his
territory, and that is a very big
‘(Letter published in
June 1925.)

"cruelty but again the imperi-

stated, “In
acts on the Moroccans., Mr. N. D.
Harris, who was by no meéans

partial to Abd-el:Krim, stated:
WHO WAS “CRUEL”?

“The Frénch and Spanish drop-
ped huhdrdds of tons of high ex-

(Abd-el- Krim’ 8)

alists were palming off their ‘own:

Times, Nov. 12.)

Eisenhower pledges to preserve
the empire which Lyautey built.
As past issues of The Militant
have pointed out, the French
plundered Africa in the most bru-
tal manner. Time and again the
natives rose in revolt. The fam-
ous Riff struggle of 1921-26 was
eloquent proof that the African
peoples do not want French domi-
nation.

The Riff revolt began against
the Spanish in northern Morocco
in 1921. A year later, through
the efforts of Abd-el-Krim, the

mobilized in a struggle for na-
tional independence. Here in-
deed was a war for natlonal 1ib-
eration.

FRENCH PREPARATIONS

Although the hostilities with
the French did not begin until
April, 1924, Vatin-Perignon ad-
mits that “the marshal . . . was
preparing for war” from January,
1924, on. The. letter tells how
reinforcements were prepared in
Morocco and Algeria, and cau-
tions: “That is g secret of general
mobilization that has not and
must not be revealed.” Lyautey
had to find a way of attacking
the Riffs, and no aggression of
the latter could be proved. It
was necessary to make an agree*

tribes of central Morocco were!

Behind this “big business” were
the big finance capitalists of
France, who hadl 483 million
francs invested in Morocco.

It was in the interests of this
capitai investment of the big
banks that Morocco was invaded
and its struggle for independence
relentlessly crushed.
~ Finally attatked by the French
forces the Riff fought valiantly;
even Lyautey’s skill in colonial
warfare could not hold them.
More money and troops had to be
called for.
capitalists in Paris insisted on a
speedy crushing of the revolt, and
Marshal Petain was despatched
as an extraordinary commissioner.
Another 183 million francs was

'voted by the Chamber of Depu-

ties over the protests of the
French  revolutionists.

Against these powerful mech-
anized forces with the latest
equipment, Abd-el-Krim’s forces
fought for six more months; but
five steady years of war had 'dep-
leted the Riff forces, and t ;
tillery, airplanes and fresh oops
swung the tide of battle ¥ the
French. Finally Abd-el-Krim was
forced. to surrender, and, as the
French press jubilantly howled.

“the honor of France was saved.”

What really made them hanpv
was the saving of the capitalists.
Much was written about Riff

W

" ThHe big banks. and.

plosive bombs upon the . villages
of the Riffs and Jibabla. The
Snanish 1ged gas. Bit In my
ovinion the most cruel, the most
wanton and the most unjustiﬂable
get of the whole war was the,
bombing of the open town of Shes-
huah in 1925 — when every male
inhabitant capable of bearing
arm8 -was known to be absent..
A rnimber of absolutely defense-
less women and children were
massacred and many others
maimed and blinded.” = (From
France, Spain and the Riff.”)

When the Communist  Party
sookésmen in the Chamber of
Deputies exposed the role of the
bizg banks as the cause of the
ruthless war against the Riffs,
one canitalist politician indignant-
1y replied:

colonies if not with capital? You
would bring nothing but disor-
der.”

But is is premselv the decay
of capitalism with export of capi-

ing oppression of the coloni
veoples that has caused “nothing
but disorder” for decade after

colonial peodples, in unitv
the workers' of the. cavit:
lands, unite for a showdown,

will the disorder of impe ia
be ended. b

: N ,\\;\k

“With what can we develop the

tal to the colonies and the ensu-.

decade. Onlv when the oppressed -

T
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Negro Struggle

By‘ ﬁlbert Parker -

)

“Jim Crow and the Camp Lee Situation

- Last week’s Militant carrled a
story on mlhtary Jitn Crow that
‘Wwas revealmg in very many ways.
Eléveén non-commissioried Négro
officers at Camp Leeg; erglma,
got, together and drew up sonié
recomniendations to the com-
manding general at the camp.
The recommendations dealt with
measures for curbing certain dis-
ctiminatory practices against Ne-
gro soldiers.

The commanding general (re-
ported to be a Southerner) acted
immediately. Two of the Négro
officers were reéduced to the
ranks — Regimental Sergeant
Major Samilel Reed, fofmerly
president of the St. Paul Branch
of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, and Sergeant Clifford Clem-
mons. Reed was not only demoted,
to a private’s rank but tlansfer-
ted to another. cainp: Ris friends
believe that hé will soon “em-
bark for parts unknown.”

As reported in last week’s
story; the general called a meet-
ing of all the remaining noh-

ment and told them that they
would have “to stop their damn
mouths, and accept the Army’s
pohey ahd practice of diserimin-
atioh, or be bustéd and shipped.”

One might have thought from

a. revolutxon was taking place.

‘however, a copy of the recom-
mendations has been printed in
the St. Paul Recorder of Dec. 4,
and it is clear that the recorn-
mendations were really very mild
and very respectfully presented.
The officers explain .why they

“We have received numerous
complaints and expressions of dis-
content frem our men concerning
ceitain  particularly irritating
evidences of racial segregation
and discrimination at Camp Leée.
Our mabllltv to adjust these griev
ances or offer adequate explana-
tion for their existence on this
military reservatien has effect-
ed a fearful slump in the morale
of our men.”

For this reason, they continte,

they recommend that the num-|.

ber of Negro Militaty Police be
increased; that Negro M. P.’s be
equ1pped the same as white M.
P’s while on duty; that Negro
soldiers be permitted onto buses
on the same basis as white sol-
diers and that they have the same
right to take seats; that Negio
soldiers have the same right as
whites to camp facilities such as
post exchanges, theatres, service
clubs, sports centers, etc.; that
the Armv Air Corps and Army
Glider Pilot Training School be
opened on an equal basis to Ne-
g’ro’es.

In short, these proposals asked
for the elimination of certain
“particularly irritating” discrim-
inatory practices, not the aboli-
tion of the whole Jim Crow set-
up. .

The St. Paul Pioneer Press; a
cavitalist dailv, diseussed the in-
cident editorially -after the Rec-
order story had attracted a cet-
tain amount of attention, and
tried to show that it was not a
matter of discrimination involved,

“Army officers and Army at-
titudes being what they are, a
committee of top kicks self-con-
st1tuted to tell the post commmand-
er swhat he and the War Depart-
ent ought to do should not ex-
pect the friendliest of recentions,
It is probable that any such body

quences thls one did, regardless
of the Justlce of its complaint, no
matter how reasonably stated its
posmon, howeveér exact its con-
ormity to the prescribed meth-
ods of presenting such a petition
— and whatever the color of its
members’ skin.

“As a matter of discipline the
Army does not éncourage, to put
it mildly, concerted protests or re-
formist movements from below.
Any military organization is by
nature undemocratic in that it is
governed from the top downward,
not by majority vote of the ranks
and certamly not by & delegation
of eleven rion-commissioned ot’ﬁ—
cérs: It is only logic to suppose
that & similar white-skinned com-
mittee would have gotten. the
same treéatment from a Northern
commander.” ‘

But all this does not change
the fact that the Camp Lee in-
cident arose bhecause of the Jim
Crow treatmient of>the Negroes
and their justified resentment
against it. It is true that white
soldiers would - also have been
harshly disciplined for daring to
make recommendations to their
commanding officers, even if they
made them through the proper
Army chanhnels. But the point is
that white sbldiers are not being
Jim Crowed. And the root cause
of the Camp Lee situation is mi-
litary Jith Crowism.
Furthermore, it is not true that

‘every military organization must

he undemocratic. For a long time
The Militant has been advocating
an entirely different kind of mili-
tary regime in this country. We
have pointed out the effects of
the present set-up and have been
advocating military training un-
der control of the trade unions,
to be financed by the government.
The, establishment of military
camps under union eontrol, where
workers could be tramed as of-
ficers, would result in a genume-
lv democratic military organiza-
tion where discipline would be
mgintained. and “where at the
<ameé ‘time the rank and file sol-
diers, both - Negro and white,
would be encouraged to submit
rerommendations and eomplaints,
Such- a military organization

'would welcome suggestions from

the ranks and would do every-
thing vossible to adopt them, for
only in this wav can genuine dis-
cinline be realized and only in
this way can a fichting anti-fas-
cist force be created.

It is true that w1th conditions
as they are now -— with the
brass hdts resdv to crack dowr
on everyone, Negro and white
who opens his mouth with a suno-
zestion — it ig verv difficult for
anyone in the armed forces te
do anvthing ahout the Jim Crow
anti-democratic regime, But that
only places a oreater resvonsihi-
lity on the workers outside of the
atmed forces. On the outs1de we
ean still call attention to injus-
tices and recommend steps for
correcting them. While we stil
have that nelft which we will
héver voluntarily relinanish, we
‘must use it and defend to the
best of onr alnlrty the interests of
our brothers in the armed for-
ces,

The Twin Cities Branches of
the NAACP have set up a “Sam
Reed Commiittee” and decided tc-
make the Camp Lee incident “a
national issue, because it sym-
bolizes the ill-treatment of Ne-
groes in the armed forces of the
nation.” In thig task all work-
ers should cooperote Let us fight
to end both Jim*Crowism and the

would reap exactly the . conse-

anti-democratic regime,

| mrznunnomu NOTES |

W'hen Darlan, the versatile Ad-

- miral of French Africa, recently,

wanted to award medals to Amer-
ican ofﬂcers the American press
récalled that no officer of the
American army could be decor ated
by someone outside the United
Nations without permission of a
special act of Congress. ,
However, it apparently was not
‘necessary to get this dispensation
for General Edouard Welvert, one
of Darlan’s henchmen. The N. Y.
'Times of~ Dec. 13 shows him
awarding the French Legion of
Hongr Medal to Colonel Edson
D. Raff, U. S. Army officer
stationed in Africa.
* % %

The Indian masses not only
have to bear the cost of the Vice-
roy’s 60 bathrooms in his house
in New Delhi, and in general sup-
port the British colonial staff in
India, but they also have to puy
for the damages in the struggle
against this oppression.

xThe Sept. 1 London News

& Chronicle says:

“Bills_for the damage done in
the recent rlots in India will total

By BETTY KUEHN

millions of pounds. Two hundred
buildings, conhécted with one vital
government service alone were
wrecked and the bill for repair-
ing damaged town halls will run
into many hundreds of thousands
of pounds. Local tax rates will
soar as the municipalities have
to replace thousands of fire en-
gines, trams, buses and lamp-
standards.”
*. % %

In Nazi-occupied Belgium, ac-
cording to the Netherlands In-
formation Bureau in New York,
one can buy ohn the black market
a plate of spinach with a poached
egg at the “special price” of $2.50,
land two thin slices of ham with
two eggs on toast at a cost of

101% gulldels, or approximately
$6.

A chicken or a duck may be had
for $13.50. Last summér an egg
could be purchased at 45 cents;
a pair of women’s stockingy at a
minimum of 8 guilders, or about
$4.50. The black market trade in
rationing coupons has been flour-
ishmg

Thess prices ih the countries

‘| wds able to. accomplish this not

By A. ROLAND

come a major isste in more
ways than one. It is an' issue
| not only as betwéen the “prin-
| cipled” and the “unprincipled”
liberals arid demdcrafs; but far
more important it is an issue
between England and Aimerica.
It is becoming cléar even to
the least political-minded that

eye. THhe issué reaches to the.
heart of the war and involves the |
plans of the Allies for post—wal
Europe.

One aspect of the affair affords
not a little political &ducation fot
thoseé who seek it. There seems
to be & matter of seniority rights
or précedetice involved a8 between
de Gaullé afid Darlah:Giratid. De
Gaulle Was oh the scene first as
4 “leader” of the 'F‘rench on the
slde of the Alhes The 1ssie 18
made to sappear ag though de
Gaulle had & prior elaim to reeog
nition, especially since he repres:
ented the “Free French” and Dar-
lan stood for much-hated Vichy.
It is quite laughable to see Dar-
lan attacked as-an ambitious, mer-
cenary careelist as though ‘de
Gaullé was. in the shghtest degree

DeGaulle

The Datlan affair has be-

more is present thah meets the,

England of de Gaulle was on ex-
dctly the same basls as that of
Darlah. The Ehglish felt it whs
éxpedient to use the French- Gen-
eral.

DE GAULLE’S
CONNECTIONS

Perhaps someone should ask the
Enhglish to bé fair to America, to
play cricket with their ally Afte1
&ll; their deceptance of de Gaulte
was just as unprinecipled as this
dountry’s eéxpedient telations with
the Admiral. D& Gaulle repres-
ented only himself. He did not
‘even pretend to speak for any
“free French.” That terin was
found to make good pmpaganda
at a later date.

‘Chutchill kiew a1l about ‘de
Gaulles atthoritarian plulosophy,
khew all about the g1eat friend-
slnp betweent him and types like.
iger von Starhembelg
the Austllé.ii taseigt. Wé must
remind ' the “hberals” who mnow:
EXpress a great prefel ence for the
“General that it Was only a short
""" African
campaign that de Gaulle himself.
was weleoming with open arms
nmien who had béen on the closest
terms Wwith Vichy and who turned
coat overmght just ds did Darlan.
De Gaulle i8 neither, bettér mor

‘British Picked General For Same ‘Expediency’ Reason That U. S. Picked Admiral f

against Hitler's domination. =
We may thérefore start fresh,

thé ‘demderatic tops except if
they can be used for the purposes
of the war. Darlan at thé gi\'en
mometit had far more ‘to offer;
he was not seeklng aid, he could
give aid. He was for sale. and
the Americans bought him. Just
as the English had bought de
Gaulle

WHAT 1S INVOLVED

Db Gaulle's pletended great in-
dignation will hardly fool Roose:
velt. It miglit fool the senti-
mentalist New Léader or The Na-
tioh ~— for a short time — but
‘1ot thé seasonéd Washington poli-
tlcos They know batter what 1is

involved. One_ of the tlnngs in-
volved is the post:war regife in
France. The second{ is no small

matter — the French Empire and
its relatlons #ith the reést of the
world.

The. war may be fought for the
democratic way of life, but the
democratic way of life of the eap-
italist powers has nevet ignored
the importance of colohies, raw
materials, oil, empire. After al,

different. - The recognition by

WOrse than Valhn or De Kerxlhs,

whoever wins the War F‘lance

The Lessons of 1918 20 i ;

. By MIRIAM CARTER

The Seviet Union is today
engaged in its sécond great mi-
litary struggle against impe-
rialist attack. Th_e first took
place immediately after the Oc-
tober Revelution which estab-
lished the Soviet Union. Ef-
forts were made to overthrow
the workers’ state not only by
the representatives of the Rus-
sian monarchy, capitalists and
Iandowners, but alse by the Ger-
man, French, British. United
States, Japanese, and other capi-
talist governments,

Russia had been weakened by
almost four years of war. Produe-
tion and transportatlon were com-
pletely disorganized; a new army
had to be created. Nevertheless,
by the end of thrée years the
yvoung workers’ state had man-
aged to defeat the counter-revo-
lutionary efforts of all its pow-
erful . imperialist opponents. It

by force of arms alone but also
hy use of weapons which only a
workers’ state can apply: revo-
‘ntionary ptopaganda, political
varfare designed to penetrate the
vanks of the opposing armiies and
“wrn the worker-and peasant-sol-
diers into conflict. with their op-
vressors,

With the Soviet Union in great
=eril now, it is more important
*han ever to review the events of
*he struggles of 1918-20 and to
learn from them lessons which
~an be applied to the defense of
*he workers’ state in its présent |
fight for existence.

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS

When the Bolsheviks came to
nower i November; 1917, Russia
was still at war with Germany.
The new working eclass govern-
ment realized that the countrv was
in no position to conduct military
warfare, Tt therefore announced
its readgness to open ne=otiations
for a general peace, But it real-
ized that the only kind of peace
which could servé its own inter-
ests and the interests of the work-
ers of the world was a peace
based on the revolutionary mass-
aq of Europe rising and ridding
themselves of their capltahst
masters.

Accordingly, the Soviet govern-
ment published the secret treaties
arrived at among the imperial-
ist powers. and it called for a
democratic peace, a peace with

ad  peace, agreed to negotiate.

+ro-Hungarian mgsses not to sun-

no annexationsg, no indemnities,
a peace providing for the self-
determination of &1l peoples.
The purnose of these proposals
was two-fold: on the one hand to
secure pesce for the young work-
ers’ goversinient so that it would
have an opportunity to rebuild
the shattered economy it had in-
berited from the Czarist and
Kerensky governments; and on
the other hand to .place the ques-
tion of a people’s peace before
‘the masses of Europe and- en-
courage them to develop revolu-
tionary action as the only way
to achieve this kind of peace.
The governments of Germany
and Austria-Huneary, faced with
a restive population which desir-

Negotiations Wwere ovened at
Brest-Litovsk with Trotsky head-
‘ng the Russian delegation and
General Hoffmann the German
delegation,

Naturally the German g'overn-
wment was not interested in a
Jemocratic “peace, THe Céntral
Dowers msintained that the self-
determination of the countries
*hey had occunied could be ac-
~omplished only with the aid of
*heir armies!

BOLSHEVIK POLICY

The policy of the Soviét répre-
«entatives ‘at Brest-Litovsk was
+0.anneal to the German and Aus-

nort their government; and en-
~omraged them to ecarry out a so-
~ial revolution in Germany.
Accordinelv, as Trotsky de-
Alared in his' sneech to Soviet
workers and doldiers in Petro-
orad it was decided that, “Secrét
Ainlomsey shall not be tolerated
for a single moment during the
necotiations. Onr flyers and our
radio-service will keen all the na-
+ions informed of every proposi
tion we make, and of the an-
«wers “hey elicit from Gérmany.
We shall be sittiig in a glass
house, as it were; and the Ger:
man soldler throtueh thousands
of newspavers in German, which
we shall distribute to them, will
ha infarmed of every sten we take
and of every German answer.”
Daily newsnanerq were 1ssued
ta the soldiavd ag Teatekv nrom-’
ised. A tabloid edition for the
less advanced German soldiers
was issued, showing Russian
workers ohd  soldiers tearing
down the Czar’s eagle from a
palace; holding a meeéting in one

under German cabvitdlist rule are
revorted . with ‘horror = by ‘the
“democracies.” But the black
market flourishes likewise in a
“democratic” capitalist countrv
like Eneland, only partially eased
by foodstuffs from America. ~
w & % ' y
“Every fourth worker in Ger-
Thany is a forewner” is the title
of an article in the Danish Listen-
ing Post, organ of the Natmnal
Denmark Asénciation, which’
onotes the following from the
Swedish newsvaper, Svenska
Dagbladet of Oct. 29:
“Ag German workers are bemg
sent to the front, foreigners take
their place. These will. in
case of a Gér’inan breakdown,
DroVe to be a great weakness and
an enormous daue'er. in com-
parison with which the revolu-
tions of 1918 and 1019 will turn
out to be mére child’s play.”
* * * <

campaign with new Nazi defeats,”
renorts the Czechoslovak Nationa)
‘Cournicil of America, “have thrown
into’ a panic the Germans in
Prague, the eapital ‘of Czechoslo-
vakia.
~“Special army units were recent-
1y created to serve as Germavn
commandos against expecte(L at-
tacks by Czechs upon German
ndtionals. Théevy serve under the
command of the Géstapo.”

* & %

In speakmg of the guerrilla
movement in Yugoslawa, the
Chicago Daily News of Dec. 11
SaVq

“Nammg‘ the Communist In-
ternational as implicated in the
campaign against Mikhailovitch
(whom  Yugoslav Communist
groups call an Axis stooge ) the
spokesman for the Yugoslav gov-
ernment said the Communists had
split theselves into inimical
groups, some 'Stahmsts, some
‘Trotskylsts” and Some anarch-

“Serious reverses in Russia and
the certainty of another winter

Revolutwnary P ropaganda
Was A Soviet Weapon Of War

of . the palaces of the Czars, and
other pictares with short cap-
tions showing the Germans that
the wotkers ruled Russia now
and suggesting that they take a
similar course in Germany. Mil-
lions of leafleéts were issued in-
forming the Gérman soldiers of
what the Bolshevik program was
—demadcratic peace, worker$ con-
trol of the nation,

EFFECTS ON THE GERM‘AN
MASSES
The sailors of the Russian Bal-

tic fleet sent revolutionary. greet- |shevik propaganda provéed to be
ings to “the heroic German Com- | the downfall of Gerfiany. In the
rades (sailors) who have taken |end revolutionary ferment in Ger-

nart in the insurrection at Kiel.”

They. explained how the Russian |to German withdrawal from the
sailors had complete possession of | Soviet terrltorles as well as to
their own fleet, how they func-|the end of war.

tioned atid added, “Since the revo-

lution the Russian fleet is as

busy as formerly, but will not use | after the revolutlon But it was
the fleet to fight their brothers |able to compensate for its mili-
but everywhere to fight under the | tary and economic weaknesses by
Red Flag of the International for | the policy that was able to strike

the freedom of the proletariat

throughout tHe entire world.”

Thousands of German prison-
ars came over to the cause of
Soviet Russia and international
socialism. Many returned to Ger-
manv to spread the message of
Bolshevism among the German
troovs. Many joinéd the Red Ar-
my: The, German ambassador to
Russia was amazed when witness.
ing a parade on Mav Dav, 1918
to see marchine before him a con-
tingent of Germans, under a red
flag inscribed with revolutionary
slogans in German

John Reed reported that Bnl-
“hevik prooaganda among the
German prisoners was so_effec-
five and so feared hy the German
Hizh Command that all prison-
arg returned to Germanv were
held in auavantine. for 30 davs
and bombarded with anti-Bolshe-
vik provaganda.

General Ludendorff wrote in
his “Memoirs”:

“He (Trotskv) proclaimed his
Rolshevik idéss by wireless to all
+he world. particularly to the Ger-
man working classes. The in-
tentions of the Bolsheviks to re-
volutionize Germany becamé more
and more obvious +o évaryone who
wa# hot totallv blind.”

“The way thev (the negotia-
tions) weré carried on: . . wonld
vndoubtedly bring ahavt a fur-
ther decrease in our fightmg ca-
vacity.”

HOW GERMAN PEOPLE
AIDED THE USSR

The harsh terms of the Ger-
mans were not withdrawn, They
demanded the

Tivonia from- Soviet Russia, anx-
ioug to weaken the workers state
and 4s Hindenburg exnlsined it.
“to maintain a barrier” between
the  Bolshevik ermles and their
awn conntry. The Germans de-
clared the Armistice at an end and
nresentéed an ultimatuim to the
Soviet governtment. The Bolshe-
viks were forced, on March 8,
1918, to sign the treaty.

Soviet Russia had depended on
the German and Austrian prole-
tariat to come to its aid. Did
thev remain nassive. and permit
their imnerialist governments to
impose this dastardly tréaty un-
hampered? By no means,

ture of the German demaunds
wera made public a fremendous

ists.”

strike wave broke out in Austria,

French fascists who happen to be

when it comes to recoénltlon by
the Allies, with two figure§ whoge
personal interests do not comcern

breaking off of |
TTkraine, Finland. Esthonia and !’

In January, 1918, when the na- .

involving almost a million work-

at its finish.

French Indo-China to
that colony in view of French in-
‘ability to do so. The temptation
‘to do-thé same thitif in the Near
Radgt and Africax will be difficult
inde2d to resist when the armed
forces are handily on the scene,
1f for no other reason, there would
sinmiply have to bé somebody to
hand back the colonies to a recoi-
stituted France after the war.
The peoples in théese colonies must
be protected against the exercise
of a too natural unpulse to start
running théir owht countries for
théthselves.

It is not too far-fetched to ima-
gine that Washmgton hdd somé
reasbhs to distrust the “commit:
ments made by de Gaulle for aid
trom Churchill. There may hot
Ha¥é béén seci*et treaties a8 1h
the first Wworld Whi, bBut pérhaps
the nearest thing t6 thém. . With
Darlan, the Americans Were

start.

“SAFEGUARDS" AGAINST
REVOLU'I‘ION ’

It would not be surprising to}
See a reconciliation rigged up be-
tween . de  Gdulle . and Dafldn.
'l,‘ime, it is sald, héaly all wounds:
But one may be .certaln that it
will not be left to time alone The
reason for this is 'Allied concern
for the future 'I‘he leaclmg poli-

has lost it. She will have at best
a §mall army and navy if being

- Japan mérchéd hér troops into
“protect”

right on 1l Scene at the very

-| priceé of breakfast cereals, canned

txcall analysts among the Allies
have the experience of the last
var before them. The greatest
c¢oncern i3 evidenced in all that
i8 being done to lay the ghost of
working class revolution.

A ruling class divided against
itsel? is one of the conditions nec-
égsary for such a revolution. The
Allles; particularly the United
States which will play the lead-
lng role more and more, will make
every eff_oxt to eliminate this con-
dition. They Wwill attempt to po-
larize a sentiment for wunity
around some force or figure. In
Austria it may be the Habsburg
Otto. It is nbt at all excluded
that in France it will be Petain,
if Hé is ‘8till alive. That is why
the road to Petdin -is still left
opeh The Allies would aid a Pe-

tain with the propaganda .thiit he
was really only the pr1soner of
Hitlet. :
Franco is quite clear that the
struggle in the future will-
ofié between communism and fas
cism. The Allies would perhaps
prefer to. put it that the cholce
must be between a concentrated,
or strong or even a totalitariaix,~
govemment and communism.
growing conceln with. them fro
now on, as they gain the, upp
hand in the war, ‘will be over
the Huropean ruling -class and
how to make it see eye to eyé:
with Allled capitalism. This
a matter of expediency, of o
portunity. But it is also a matter
of bourgeois prmcxple, the pr1n~ !
ciple of the preservation of cap

talist soc1ety

(Contmued from page 1) .
granted for an increase in the

 fish, cooking and salad oils, su-
gar, canned vegetables, coffee,
rice; shortemng, ‘dried fraits and
tard, .

Besides the raxsmg of prlces,
elther with or without authoriz-
ation, hidden price .riseés conti-
nue to be extorted as goods de-

OPA Permits Rlses On
Beef, 16 Grocery Item:

1 Wages: : [}

| teriorate in quahty without price 5
changes, . :

The OPA: and ot‘her; &
ment bodies, ds aghin. $how
its latest rulings, n
surrender to the de L
profit-greedy capitalists. At
same tiine they firmly vefu
workers’ demands ‘for hi

ers. 'I_’he Getan workers follow-
ed suit; and a wave of strikes
broke out in Germany, brmgmg
out a half mllllon workers in Ber-
lin alohs. These strikés were
motivatéd by political consider-
ations. The workers wete oppos-
ed to the action of the govern-
ment in its dealings  with the
Sovlet gbvernment, The treach-
ery-of the Geérman and Austfish
social demoderats préevented thé
movement from unfolding to its
full revolutionary scope.

EFFECTS OF THE
BOLSHEVIK POLICY

Although the Soviet Union was
compelled to sign on tlie terms
demanded by Germany, the for-
cés set info motion by the Bol-

manv and the German army led

The USSR was at a preat dlS-
advantage, in those first months

blows at an even greatfer weak-
ness of the enemiy — the clags
contradictions and antagonisms
of an imperialist goverhment,

Today when the Soviet Union
is far better prepared to conduct
mllltarv struggles than it was in
early 1918, the weapon of revo-
lutwnary‘ waifare and |
da can again makeé the !(;ifference

"sentence for alleged attempted

WDL Secures
New Trial for
Jailed Unionist
NEW . YORK, Dec. 14.
Christ Popoff, trade umomst

and flghter for labor’s rights
now serving a 15 to 25. years

arsoil; will get a new trial, ac-
cording to an.annouhcement by
the Waorkers Defense Leasue.
The New York State Court of
Avneals has reversed the
decision of the Awvvellate Divi-
sfon which had affirmed the con-
viction of Pon~f® seerred in the
second trial of the cace

In the ovinion of the WDL and
many other

HFMAND REFTRASR
OF NEGRO TEAMSTER
The WDI, also appealed to the

unions this week te write to Gov-
arnor Poletti, who has replaced

Carl Gilmore, Negro teamster
and wnionist now serving a five
tn ten vears sentence in Attica
Prison for allegedly punching a
cial who testified that' he, and

Stab, was sentenced to one to two

bBetween vu?tory and catastrophe

leased on parole.)

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

)

organizations. .. Po- ||
noff was framed by anti-labor |
| forees,

Lehman. asking him to pardon ||

seab once, (A white union offi- {{

hot Gilmore, had punched the |
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the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revolution, is the
most importent duty of

e ver'y class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

" JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
-~ by the government, but under control
" of the trade unions. Special officers’
~training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. ; v
Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army. ,
Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of al! war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.
. Workers Defense Guards a gamst v1g-
ilante and fascist attacks.
* An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions. :
A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment. ' '
. Defend the Soviet Union agamst im-
perldhst attack.

Govern-

- ] L ’
Roosevelt's Appeal
~ On Dec. 8, three daysafter his.executive decree
“establishing McNutt as manpower dictator, Presi-
slent .Roosevelt issued -an appeal to employers in
~civilian industries asking them to assure workers
~ who leave their present jobs to go into war in-
dustries that their seniority rights will be protected.
~Some people may believe that this is merely a
subtle way of emphasizing to the employers that
- ‘the administration does not intend to do anything
- ‘to protect the seniority rights of workers who will

“by McNutt in the exercise of his authority to
transfer workers to any jobs he feels necessary.

- Others may see in Roosevelt’s appeal a genuine
_adesire to protect the seniority of workers because
-he wants to get their vo]untary cooperation in in-
_creasing employment in the most strateglc war in-
~ dustries.

But whatever Roosevelt’s motivation was, the

 be affected by the manpower ruling handed down

To defend the USSR as

effect will be the same. The employers were no

doubt gratified on reading the manpower executive
decree to discover that it made no provisions for. |

the protection of seniority. They realize that this
will enable them to discriminate against the best

union militants and to arbitrarily exclude them -

from the plants in the post-war period. These em-
ployers ‘will see in Roosevelt’s appeal only an ad-
ditional proof that they have a free hand in regard-
ing or disregarding ‘seniority rights.

President Roosevelt has a tremendous amount
of power. He does not hesitate to use this power
in freezing wages, appointing manpower dictators,
etc.- Apparently it is only when it comes to

measures such as protecting labor’s rights that he

foregoes the use of his powers and decides to
depend on appeals to the better nature of the anti-
labor employers.

The United Nations
Make A Gesture

The leaders of the United Nations have finally .

discovered a country to which they can definitely

promise the benefits of the Atlantic Charter.. The

lucky country is Albania.

This is big news, for although Roosevelt stated
as recently as Oct. 27 that the Atlantic Charter
applied to the entire world, Washington and Lon-
don have since been in. the process of whittling
down the territories eligible for the
freedoms.” :

Churchill has frankly told the peoples living
under the British Empire that the Charter does
not apply to them. Roosevelt has exempted the
colonial slaves of the French Empire when he
promised the French capitalists that he would
restore their overseas colonies after the war. And
two weeks ago Queen Wilhelmina, speaking over

the radio in London, announced plans for keepmg :

the Dutch Empire intact in the -form of a “com-
monwealth” with a strong centralized government.
But on Dec. 10, Secretary of-State Hull boldly
announced that the Charter does apply to Albania.
After some pious praise of the resistance of the
Albanians against the Italian armies of ocupation,
Hull said that the United Nations “wish to sce
sovereign rights and self-government restored to
those who have been forcibly deprived of them.”
One might ask Mr. Hull to explain the difference,
in this respect, between Albania and India; or
Albania and North Africa; or Burma, or Malaya.

- Why are the Albanians entitled to self-govern-.

ment, but not the Indians or the Burmese?

Surely the people of French Martinique, of
Dutch Guiana, of British Ceylon have been ‘“for-
cibly deprived” of the right of self-government.
Why aren’t they entitled to the restoration of some
sovereign rights?

The. answer to these questlons which of course
will not be glven by the, “democratic” leaders, is

that Albania is made the exceptlon for the simple-

reason that she is.so poor in“tesources and so lack-
ing in strategic importance that few powers would
bother to fight over her.

A victory for the United Nations would give
them-the riches of the earth to divide—Albania is
not one of the riches. They «an, therefore, well
afford to make this gesture to the tail-end of Mus-
solini’s empire. ' :
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British Mmer Wants
To Receive Paper

Editor:

I am a British ¢oal minex and
a member of the Workers Inter-
national League. I have had -one
or two copies of .The  Militant
down from. London and .I.think
THe

keen to read them, -but:this ‘is

" difficult as the WIL -office -can
~only let' me have.-an: occasional
copy, so I would apmemate it if |

you send me two copxes direct to

It was. very interestmg to our
local comrades to see a report of
our recent struggle appear in an
American - working “class ‘paper,
The Militant. It gave us 'a real
feelmg of 1nternat10na1 working
class solldarlty

W.: B
.- Yor kshu'e, England

Discusses ”H'oi:lér;n
Charter”’ Meetmg

detor

At the “Harlem Chartel" meet-
ing on Dec. 7, attended by. over
5,000 Negroes, Reverend Adam C.

Powell made ‘two significant re-

marks. - First, “Neothing :since
Pearl Harbor has been" given to
They (gains) have been won
by our fighting. There is the sec-
ret, the key to the future.”’.. And
second, a simple reference to Mar-
cus Garvéy and his slogan, “Ne-
groes, arise!”-

At each of' these points in Rev
Powell’'s address, the ~audience
rose to its feet, stamped, applaud-
ed and -cheered.

1mportant to analyze the reasons
hy this response was evoked.

In war time a large proportion
of the resources of: society are
turned toward - destruction, and
what constructive capital and con-
sumer goods are left become more
and ‘more- concentrated ‘in the
hands of the economic rulers of
society. Negroes are hit two ways
by this. - Firstly, being workers
they suffer -along with' the rest
of their class. - And secondly, as
“second'. clags citizems” of our so-
ciety the 'pressure. of economic,

-gocial and political oppression is

even intensified. .

The Negro seeks a4 method of
struggle He looks to the trade
unjons, to the March-On-Washing-
ton -movement, -to. anything that
gives promise of action. .- :

‘It is recognized by most Negroes
and their leaders today, that the

! plogram of ‘Mar cus-Garvey is. not |

the . solunon to. their problem;
that’. Garveyism - is. narrow . and
‘limited - and : that . this type.  of

i uatlonalxsm cannot serve to in-
tegrate the dark- skinned worker |

into society. Yet, thé response to
the name of Garvey can only be
attributed -to one factor, ‘Garvey

| wds preparing. to. lead . his people

in actual gtruggle, to ﬁght until

why - Negro - audiences cheer his
‘name.’

‘There is only one weapon that
will solve . the Negro question to-
day—-—the program- of Marxism. It
will not’ be-until the majority of
-workers, -black,” white and all in-
termediate shades,” are . united
under’ the banner of revolutionary
socialism, that humanity will once
more. take the path of progress. .

Buddy Lenz

Harlem Branch, w

I think it isi-

Socialist Workers l?arty

[FORUM

The coluinns -are open to tbe opzmons of the readers of “The Militant”. Letters
are ‘welcome on any subject of interest ‘to the workers, but keep them short and include your
name and address Ina'zcate if ;vou do not want your name printed. — Editor.

demands: were satisfied. That is’

Freedom Seems to Be
Reserved for Bosses

Editor:

Iam sendmg you some cllppmgs
from my home town paper which
talk about how we have freedom
of the press in the country. Amus-
ing, to 'say the least. It seems like
the rights of “Freedom of Speech”
and “Freedom of the Press” are
reserved only for the ruling class
and their cohorts—that is, unless.
you talk without saying anything.

No matter what the reactionaries
may- do—like suppressing The
Militant—they . can’t stop pro-

gress. The final victory belongs
to the. masses.

L. J.

St. Louis .

Whot Wo'fkérsi'l'jh’ink

Of Germon People

Editor:

1 thought it sxgnlﬁcant that_ a
recent Gallup Poll revealed that
74% of those questioned felt
their enemies to be the German
govemment rathér than the Ger-
man. people. Only 6% felt the
people to be their enemies ; while
189 felt both the people and the
governmient were enemies.

In spite of all the eriminal pro-
paganda about the “Hunms,” the
people still seem to recognize that
it.'is ‘the ~fascists whqg are their
enemies — not the German work-
ers.  The next step is to educate

the Americans as to just who the

fascists "are in. Germany —- not
merely Hitfer and his party, but

» the German capitalists

MG

New York City

e ;

SUEZ TO SINGAPORE, By Cecil Brown Random

" House, 1942. $3. 50.":i -

The stream of seml-autobxographlcal "books |
written by foreign correspondents has assumed
the proportions of ‘a-flood, Almost without ex-
ception, .these Journahstlc_accounts of the war .
on all fronts. are so full- of philistine politics and
jingoism - that it requires great patlence to- get

at the facts Whlch are of value,

Nevertheless, somethmg can be gained fromq :
the reading of such books as “Suez to Singapore.”

Two outstanding facts can be gleaned by those
" who are willing to go through the book and
separate the wheat from the chaff. First, the
colonial staffs of the British Empire, both mili- -
tary - and -civil, from Suez to Singapore, were
totally unable to rally the natwe populations in
" the. war agamst the “Axis powers Despite the '
war ‘and its threat “to their domination, the
- autocratic agents of British unpemalxsm, 1efused
to alter their arlstocratlc attitude .and methods
toward the exploxted ‘¢olonial peoples. Secondly,
these bearers of the “white man’s burden” feared
above all else the possxbxhty of an awakenmg of )

.the masses of the East.

The British colonial edmlnistrators imposed a .

censorship upon correspondents,

policy: to prevent the leakage of information to
the native populations on the progress of the
war and the plans of the British rulers. Thus; -
because the Singapore administration feared that

broadcasts .by Cecil Brown for

>

based on. one

CBS would be

- picked up_by a handful‘of natfvelistem&rs, CBS

" was prevented from using the radio facilities.
Moreover, the

. hidden from the American people. All broadeasts
to - America, which . the -radio - correspondents
managed  to -arrange, were purged of reference
to conditions among the natives, -

It is significant that Brown, who is an en:
thixsiastic patriot, reports that-the censorshxp in '
" areas dominated by Britain were more severe

than the censorship in the fascist countries,
" The meaning of this censorship escapes Brown.
The governments on neither side. in the. second
world war dare allow. the facts to be told—even
when these factz are reported by journalists
loyal to the interests of the ruling- class. Both
sides ‘in the war tremble at the poss1b111’cy of
revolutlon in the colonies. Brown does not try to
explam why the so-called democratic govern-
ments, which he supports, must withold the truth,
just as the fascist governments do. ‘
. The author sees in the British autocratic sup-
.- pression of the colonial -people, and thelr sup-
. pression of the facts, merely the “stupldlty" of
- the British agents. He waged an energetic strug-
gle against .the colonial military  and civil ad-
- ministrators in an- effort to report-a few facts,
such-as the total lack of preparation by British
representatives, their failure to try to mobilize
: the natives, their outdated ‘and inept military out-
look and methods, etc. But the British rulers
suppress. precisely these things, not because of
stupidity, but because of their desire to preserve
the crumblmg British Empire, -

British colonial policy had to be

Rewewed by Joseph Andrews

.(Continued from page 1)

had roundly condemned .the. ap-

But it

forefront- of Amerlcan labor.

Tn |

B-oard. 'The’ new: MeNutt - order

without a certificate of release,
will be subjected to a veritable
blacklist.

The order does not protect the
seniority rights of a worker who
may be forced against his will to
leave his plant, It states that se-

eaves one place of employment
for another, retains the senior-
ity accumulated at his original

tinue to accumulate seniority,
even though hé is forced to leave
l'us plant against hls will.

«BOSSES HAPPY

- That the order was conmdeied
&8 blow against labor by the em-
ployeérs was clearly shown by the
statement of the Detroit Cham-
‘ber of Commerce executive vice-
president, Harvey Campbell, who
said: “I think it willsprove to be
the best thing, in the end, that
could possibly have been done.
JIrresponsible workers brought
_this upen themselves.”
The order was approved and
gned by Victor Reuther, a CIO
represencative on the WMC ad-
isory board. Previous to the or-
der, UAW ' local union leaders

niority rights of a worker who

employment. But he does not .con- -

pointment of McNutt as manpow-
er dictator.

LABOR OPPOSITION

‘Paul St. Marie, president of
Ford Local 600 of the UAW-CIO,
declared: . “The appointment of
‘Mr. McNutt seems to be a slap
in the face that labor does not
deserve.”

He further stated; “Before la-
bor will submit to any dictator-
ship, labor will strike all across
the nation.” -

Emil Mazey, an international
representative of the UAW, also
attacked Roosevelt’s appointment
of McNutt ‘as manpower czar:
“He has shown himself to be op-

_ posed to organized labor by his
actions as Governor of ‘Indiana

when he used militia in the Terre
Haute strike.”

President Frank Davis, of Lo-
cal 900, the. Lincoln plant local
of the UAW, stated: “I and my
local . are entirely out of symp-
athy with any kind of labor pro-

gram administered by Paul V. .

MceNutt.”

Thus far, none of the top lead-
ers of the UAW have made any
statements on the new order af-

j fecting Detroit workers.

is ‘clear from the statements
made previously by. the local
union leaders that the workers
were well aware that czar Mec-
Nutt would utilize his power to
further. curtail the rights of la-
bor.

- It is significant that Detroit
was chosen as  the first major
area in which to put the dictato-
rial powers of the WMC into ef-
fect. )

AN ATTEMPT TO

_ TERRORIZE WORKERS

The order is designed to fur-
ther hamstring and undermine
the militancy of the Detroit union
movement, which has been in the

recent. weeks the militant .mem-
bers-of the UAW.in Detroit-have
attempted to force action on their

. increasing backlog of grievances’
and to
force the WLB to act on wage:
Three . strikes, in .im-

with - the corporations,

demands.

portant -plants, broke out.: The

WMC -order is an attempt to ter-:
rorize - the workers into accept-::-

ing conditions as they are, and is
backed by the threat of “work
or fight” and of Army- 1nterven-
tion.

ployers are now. refusing to set-
tle grievances presented by the
union. Theusands- of cases have
bogged doéwn .in the War Tabor
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It is Well known that the em-

. . sponsible with the employers and .

. week, was forced to voice a pro-

- €rs another advantagd over the

_ the sacrifice. of the strike weapon, -

forcing - workers to vremain * at’
their’ jobs, will give the employ-.

unions, and 'iricrease their -ar-
rogance and - arbitrary attitude
toward workers. . )

This - situation_ has already
reaehed the - pomt where the pa-
tience of the workers is running
out. Two locals. of the UAW have
demanded a special convention. of
the. union. to discuss and take ac-
tion on this predicament

THE UAW LEADERS

The - UAW leaders have re-
treated .in' the -face.of- this em--
ployer offensive. Beginning with .

they have given up overtime pay
for week-ends. and holidays, ac- .
cepted the WLB rulings on wage-
freezing, and now are jointly re-

the.government for a job freez-

ing program.. -
.The UAW. Executwe Board,

meetlng in. Los Angeles this

test against the bogging down of .
the WLB machmery, and the de-
lay in settling grievances. They

- DETROIT JOB FREEZING ORDER AIDS OORPORATION DRWE AGAINST LABOR

against the failure of the gov-
ernment ‘to” enforce the so-called
‘““equal ‘sacrifice” program, and
the failure of the OPA. to stop
the spiral in-the cost of .living.
This is an indication of the ex-
tent to. which the Yank and file
have been pressing for action.

RESISTANCE WILL GROW
The. job-freezing order 1is-one

step “in the campaign to freeze

the, whole process of independent

union -actioh.. There are already
-indjcations that the UAW mem-

- bership will not tolerate the de-

struction of the effectiveness of
their unjon .or the reduction of
the labor movement to a power-
less . appendage of the govern-
meng,

. -The -first protests have been

. heard. In the coming period as

the pollcy of the union leader-
ship is further exposed, and as

-the standard- of living .of the|

workers suffers further blows as
a result of rising prices, increas-
ed taxation, and the freezing of

. wages, the auto. workers in De-

troit can be expected to demand
militant action to win back the

i condmons and rights -ef labor

were also obliged to protest

-glven away by their leaders.

| Books Banned in Germany;
Papers Banned in the U. S.

By C. CHARLES

An exhibition of books forbidden in Nazi Germany
and the occupied regions is being conducted by the
New York Public Library,

The exhibit, called “Books the Nazis Banned » js
composed of outstanding selections from the thousands
of volumes outlawed by Hitler. :

Conspicuous among these volumes and on exhlbl-

-tion at the New York Library is Leon Trotsky’s “His-.

tory of the Russian Revolution,” along with works
by Marx, Lenin, Bebel, Kautsky and Liebknecht.-
Among the sponsors of thé exhibition are prominent

Stalinists and near Stalinists such as Max Bedacht, -

Corliss Lamont, Vito Marcantonio, Max Yeargan and
others,

While the Daily Worker broadcasts the lymg charge
that Trotsky was an agent of German fascism and
that the Trotskyist movement is pro«H1tIer, while:
the Stalinists applaud and encourage government
persecutions of the Trotskyists, certain Stalinists are.
compelled by their action to brand thexr own party
as a liar.

In the booklet describing the exhlbltlon the scient-
ist, Franz Boas, writes:

“Banning and burning of books is the symbol of
tyranny’s fear of the power of the free mind.”

This is true not only in Hitler’s Germany but also’
in the United States, as is shown by the Post Office’
action barring from the mails certain recent issues
of The Militant and the December issue of the monthly
magagine, Fourth International.

Unless. the masses stand up and fight for the rights
of free press, speech and assemblage, someday we
may witness an exhibition entitled “Books—and
Newspapers—the American Capitalists Banned”!

ll 'S. Labor Freezing Plan |

~ Follows Fascist Pattern

By HOWARD HOGAN |

The pattem of labor regimentation in fascist Itdly
and Germany on the one hand, and in “democratic”
America on the other, is becoming more and more
similar, In proof of this, we submit’ the followmg
exhibits:

The United States’

 “700.000 stabilized in jobs in Detroit. Funda-

mentally, the directive provides that no employer c¢an
hire a worker unless he has a certlﬁcate of release
from his first employer.”

—N. Y. Times, Dec. 11, 1942,
Italy

“The fascist state has revived the ‘labor passport !
In this the authorities note whether the conduct of
the bearer has been ‘satisfactory from the national
point .of view,” and the employer sets. down, when a
worker is dismissed, whether the discharged is com-
petent or incompetent, reliable or unreliable.”

—Fascism and Big Business by Daniel Guerin.

Germany

“The law of February 26, 1935 1nt10duced .. a
‘la_b01 passport’ in which.the employer sets down his
estimate of the worker when the latter leaves his
employment, and which has to be presented on apply-
ing -for. a néw job. One of Goering’s ordinances

provides -that if a worker, ‘breaking hig contract,”

leaves his employment before his time is up, the em-
ployer has the right to keep his labor passport until
the expiration of the contract. Since a worker can

work nowhere without his passport he is. thus bound‘

to his jobh.”
~—Fascism and Big Business by Damel Guerin.

Hollywood Must conform to
The Govt’s Foreign Polloy

‘By JOHN BATES

Government control- over the mnation’s principal
propaganda instruments is being extended to the

niotion pictures. This was revealed last week in the

news that the movie version of Hemingway’s novel,
“For Whom the Bells Toll,” is being edited by the
State Department to fit its'policy of friendliness and
cooperation with General Franco and the Spamsh
fascists.

According to The Hollyweod Reporter and Variety,
movie trade papers, the U. S, State Department forced
the picture makers to submit the Hemingway movie
seript ‘to Spanish representatives after Franco ‘had
expressed “concern” over the fact that the movie

! referred to the two sides in the Civil War as “loyal-

ists” and “fascists.” :
Hemingway’s story was anti-fascist but it now
appears that the entire political content will be altered
s0 as not to offend the fascists, Director Sam Wood
has been directed to shoot all “controversial”’ scenes
two ways—one which follows the original/story and
favors the Spanish workers, the other which would be
acceptable to the Spanish fascists. The release of the

picture now awaits the State Department’s decision
_on final cuts and alterations, according to these trade

papers.

-\ This news followed by a few months the ahnounce-

ment that Hollywood had purchased the movie rights-
to “Mission to Moscow,” by Joseph Davies, ¢x-Am-
bassador to the USSR. There will of course be no

revision of this script for it had the O.K. of the State -

Department before it was published in book form.

"In 1937-38 Davies, like everyone else, had regarded

the Moscow Trials and the Stalinist slanders against
the Trotskyists as frame-ups. He whitewashed the
notorious Moscow Trials, along with Stalin’s in-
numerable crimes against the international working
class.

Not until 1941, after the Hitler-Stalin pact had
ended and Stalin had led the Soviet Union into an
alliance with the “democracies,” did Davies decide
that the Moscow Trials were not frameups.  This
sudden insight coincided strangely enough with the
needs and policy of the State Department. The movxes
are now . preparing that policy for mass consump on,
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