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Chrysler workers on strike:
It's time we got ours?

By Terri Kay
DETROIT, Oct. 16—Thousands of Chrysler

AI Ds and - workers yesterday couldn’t wait to go on strike
. to defend what should rightfully be theirs—full
= = ' ¢ parity with Ford and GM workers. Wildcat -

c a I Ifo r n I a walkouts took place at three plants several hours
- - e x before the old contract expired.

prlso n s g The Chrysler workers are showing a remark-

t  able resurgence in auto militancy after years of

i }  concessions and setbacks for the union. The

feeling from the assembly line to the skilled

trades to the clerical and engineering depart-
Continued on page 9

Monica Moorehead of the U.S. Out of Southern Africa Network addresses crowd at San Francisco State University. WW PHOTO: LIZ GREEN



A S s g S e — s —

= A e S i A S S W —— il -

e | e 3t ) S A

g S T T~ = |} =N el g 8 1 sk

Page 2

Workers World/Oct. 24, 1985

FMLN pounds El Salvador army base

By Sara Flounders
OCTOBER 14—“From this moment
we have decided to make war on the
North American interventionists who
are directing the war in our home-
land.”

This statement was released by the
Farabundo Marti Front for National
Liberation (FMLN) the day after they
carried out a daring attack on the main
training base for government troops
in El Salvador. The large base at La
Union was designed and constructed
by the U.S. military. U.S. advisers also
run the training camp.

In the pre-dawn attack, 40 Salva-
doran troops were killed and 70 were
wounded. But the most dramatic cas-
ualty of the well-coordinated and
planned assault by 200 to 300 guer-
rillas was the carefully spun myth that
the Salvadoran resistanceis nolonger

capable of launching a major initia-
tive.

Themassive U.S. aid of the past year
has doubled the size of the air force. A
policy of intensive aerial bombard-
ment, which has displaced one quarter
of the population, was an attempt to
destroy the armed resistance move-
ment and to undercut its deep popular
support.

Growth of the armed resistance

Attacks on public transportation,
bridges and roads and sabotage of
electrical installations are now a daily
occurrence. Three months agoa daring
prison assault by several hundred
guerrillas on La Mariona Prison, a
maximum security installation, freed
200 political prisoners.

Two months ago a surprise attack
killed four U.S. Marines at a cafe in

San Salvador. Last month there was
the bold kidnapping of President
Duarte’s daughter, a 35-year-old bus-
inesswoman and real estate speculator
who ran Duarte’s rigged election cam-
paign. Negotiations to win the release
of 34 political prisoners in exchange
for Ines Duarte Duran are continuing.
The U.S. media has also noted a
resurgence of the mass struggle in
urban areas, especially the recent ser-
ies of strikes by hospital, transporta-
tion, banking and textile workers.
Thursday’s attack marked the fifth
anniversary of the founding of the

_united resistance—the FMLN.

War against U.S. ‘advisers’

The U.S. media has called the FMLN
statement, following the attack on the
training base at La Union, a declara-
tion of war against U.S. advisers. The

Nicaragua goes on alert for
Increase in contra sabotage

By Joyce Chediac
OCTOBER 16—Citing an éscalation
in attacks by the Reagan administra-
tion, the Nicaraguan government yes-
terday issued emergency measures.

President Daniel Ortega Saavedra

announced the emergency decree on
Nicaraguan television. He said, “The
brutal aggression by North America
and its internal allies has created an
extraordinary situation ... In re-
sponse to the terrorist policies of the
United States, internal pawns sup-
ported by some political parties, news

media outlets and religious institu-
tions have redoubled their actions to
sabotage the defense forces of our
nation.”

He continued, “It is a fundamental
condition for the lifting of these excep-
tional measures that the imperialist
aggression against Nicaragua be
stopped.”

“A spokesperson for the Nicaraguan
Embassy in Washington, D.C., told
this reporter this morning, “The emer-
gency declaration was issued because
we have reliable information that
President Reagan, in preparing for the

summit meeting at a time when the
contras had suffered a major defeat,
has instructed the contras to conduct
acts of sabotage inside Nicaragua.
Statements made by several Reagan-
ite officials indicate this. These
measures have been taken to keep the
sabotage from happening. We have a
right to defend ourselves at all costs.”

The embassy spokesperson also
pointed out that just last week the
counterrevolutionaries received their
first shipment from the $25 million aid
package approved by the Reagan
administration.

FMLN broadcast their warning to
hundreds of U.S. military personnel
stationed in El Salvador over Radio
Venceremos, the clandestine radio sta-
tion of the resistance.

The FMLN stated, “Wehave decided
to take the war to whatever place and
in whatever circumstance the North
Americans are found. The government
of Ronald Reagan must realize once
and for all that we are not afraid of the
intervention of its troops and that it
cannot pretend to make war on our
people without suffering and paying
the consequences. . . . We are decided
to vanquish North American inter-
vention in our homeland.”

Already, the U.S. Embassy in San
Salvador has been so reinforced with
concrete walls and arocket shield that
it looks like a giant bomb shelter. But
as the Pentagon learned in Viet Nam
and again in Lebanon, all this military
might won’t turn the tide of history.
Consciousness and organization of an
aroused and determined people is a
mightier weapon.
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MIDEAST CRISIS
While unleashing an avalanche
of jingoism and chauvinism
through its media here over the
capture of four Palestinians, Wash-
ington has nevertheless been re-
buffed abroad for this act of air
piracy. What had appeared to be
an impregnable political and diplo-
matic victory has instead trig-
gered an inter-imperialist strug-
gle revealing the weakness of the
U.S. system of alliances and evok-
ing a burst of revolutionary
energy from all the Arab people.
(Article by Sam Marcy, pp. 6-7.)

AIR ATROCITY
The U.S. Congress has awarded

| the Afghani counter-revolutionar-

iess, who shot down a. domestic
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and children, $280 million in arms
aid to continue their wave of lynch-
ing and intimidation against that
country’s villages. (Page 10.)
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Itis the contraction of the capital-

| ist world market and the over-

production of commodities for
sale to make profits'for the few,
which has led to the layoff of
workers. The hate campaign
against foreign-made goods is
just a diversion to direct anger
away from rich bosses, who care
nothing for the workers’ well
being. (Page 9.)

*Sahu Barron in Philadelphia, Oct. 11.

SWEATSHOP ECONOMY
The Reaganite rhetoric about “cut-
ting the red tape of government
regulation and restrictions so that
business enterprise and the magic
of the market can have free rein,”

- has meant, leaving millions of

workers without minimum wage
protection. (Page 3.)

AIDS PRISONERS
Confined in cells with soiled lin-
ens, filthy floors and other
sources of infection, California
AIDS prisoners say, “It feels like
we’rein a holding tank waiting to
die, and the medical staff doesn’t
care.” (Page 11.)
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BUS DRIVERS
Defeating attempts to strip them
of job security and housebreak
their union with a police-state
type “criminal -records check,”
600 Boston school bus drivers
have won yet another round in
their seven-year battle for justice.
(Page 12.)

WARDEN MEESE

Like the Gestapo chief in an old
movie who snarls “You must con-
fess. Wehave ways of making you
talk,” Attorney General Ed Meese
says everyone suspected by the
police must be guilty of some-
thing. (Page 9.)
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Bosses cheat millions on minimum wage

By Andy Stapp
OCTOBER 13—According to a well-
cultivated bourgeois myth, capitalism
may indeed have gotten its start in
“the dark satanic mills” of the 19th
Century big city slums, but today an
impenetrable “safety net” has been
lovingly placed beneath each and
every worker to guarantee them a de-
cent living. If challenged on this rosy
picture, they will point to the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938, which
mandates a minimum wage and over-
time pay for a work week exceeding 40
hours. .

It would appear, however, that this
federal wage and hour law exists more
on paper than in the everyday lives of
theinnumerable women and men who
labor in textile mills, furniture fac-
tories, nursing homes, restaurants and
fast food franchises, chemical waste
disposal companies, foundries, win-
dow washer and porter firms and hun-
dreds of other sweat-shop outfits.

The facts released by the govern-
ment itself are damning enough. An
investigation conducted by the Gen-
eral Accounting Office and published
on Sept. 30 found that, according to
records kept by its field offices in
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas,
Kansas City and San Francisco, “The
Labor Department is deliberately ne-
glecting a law requiring minimum
wages and overtime pay for millions of
American workers.”

Not thousands, or even hundreds of

thousands, but millions of workers,
cheated and defrauded, gouged by boss-
es who just laugh at the law and
compel their employees to sweat and
slave like a horse for double hours and
half pay. The level of exploitation can
be gauged when one understands that
even a full-time minimum wage job
only pays $5,860 a year against a
poverty line of $10,178 for a family of
four. And now the government admits
that millions work for even less than
this, calling it “a serious and continu-
ing problem.”

Butif this werereally viewed as such
a big problem, why isn’t the law en-
forced? For willful violations of the
Fair Labor Standards Act, a boss may
be prosecuted criminally and fined up
to $10,000 for each offense charged in
the information or indictment. A se-
cond conviction provides for his im-
prisonment.

Ever hear of a boss going to jail for
paying too little wages? Then again, it
is not exactly astonishing that a Pres-
ident who wants to lower the mini-
mum wage for teenagers is indifferent
to making sure it gets paid to adults!

Role of banks

This disgusting situation cannot be
laid entirely on the doorstep of the
cockroach capitalists who operate the
thousands of illegal sweatshops and
on the government inspectors who
pretend not to notice anything wrong.
The criminal liability must be fully
shared by the big banks which extend

Union officials okay preliminary
agreement at Wheeling-Pitt

By Gary Wilson
OCTOBER 16—As we go to press,
reports indicate that the steel workers
union international leadership has en-
dorsed an agreement with the Wheel-
ing-Pittsburgh Steel Corp. If accepted
by the membership, the agreement
would end a work stoppage now in its
88th day.

The agreement, according to news
accounts, includes a drastic wage and
benefit cut, termination of the current
pension plan and cuts in the workforce.
The wage and benefit package is just
50 cents above severe cuts imposed by
the company last July 20 with the help
of abankruptcy court order allowing it
to tear up its legally binding contract
with the union.

Some 5,000 of the 8,200 workers af-
fected had recently signed petitions
delivered to the union leadership de-
manding that any agreement must be
on the basis of returning to the contract
that management had arrogantly torn

up.

Columbia strike set. October 17
has been set as the strike date for
clerical and technical workers at Co-
lumbia University in New York City.
The workers, represented by UAW Dis-
trict 65, are mobilizing for a walkout
after months of negotiations, preceded
by years of struggle at the rich Ivy
League university. The battle against
racist and sexist wage discrimination
and for affirmative action has emerged
as the key issue for the Columbia
workers, along with a fight against
takebacks in health benefits that the
university unilaterally imposed in
1984 during the unionization struggle.
Some 500 students, faculty and com-
munity supporters, along with chant-
ing, clapping workers, staged a soli-

In addition, the big banks, led by
Manufacturers Hanover Trust, are
moving to have several blast furnaces
at the Monessen, Pa., plant shut down
and 1,400 jobs cut, according to the
Wall Street Journal (Oct. 15).

Considering the strength of the rank

and file, who in this work stoppage
have shown a remarkable determina-
‘tion not to be kicked around, and
considering the strong position of the
union in relation to the company,
which is indebted to the union for over
$500 million, this agreement would be
a severe setback if the workers are
pushed to accept it.

It would also be devastating for all
other workers in the steel industry. As
one steel boss has already gloated, the
Wheeling-Pittsburgh settlement “is
going to have a lot of other companies
licking their chops. It certainly sets a
downward trend.” (See related editor-
ial, written before this news break, on

page 8.)

darity rally at Columbia on Oct. 10. At
the rally along with the Columbia
District 65’ers were two busloads of
clerical unionists from Yale University
and delegations of workers from New
York University, Barnard College,
Teachers College and Boston Univer-
gsity, as well as representatives of other
area unions and community groups.

Newspaper strikes. After12and
5 weeks respectively, the strikes by
newspaper workers in Chicago and
Philadelphia continue. The Chicago
Tribune’s most recent proposal, made
at the end of September, still contains
all manner of takebacks, especially in

the business loans without which no
boss, big or small, could survive. And
the bankers do it with two thoughts in
mind. First, they enjoy the profit such
loans bring to their institutions. And
second, they know that helping to keep
millions of workers in a sort of peonage
has the objective effect of stifling the
class struggle by dragging down
wages as a whole. .

Clearly, since the ruling class is

prepared to go beyond the established
norms of capitalist legality to uphold
its social and political grip over the
working class, forcing millions to toil
under conditions of the greatest mis-
ery, thelabor movement can only fight
back by reaching out to all these same
millions, documented : ad undocu-
mented alike, to fight wath every wea-
pon available to build solidarity and a
better life for everyone.

e e i Sk T

of progressives.

Coors bombs in Boston. Jeff Coors, one of the heads of Coors Beer
brewery, was metin Boston Oct. 9 by an angry group of over 100 picketers.
Coors Beer, renowned for its racist, sexist, anti-gay and union-busting
policies on the West Coast, recently arrived in the Northeast much to theire

Jeff Coors was in Boston to announce the opening of a new brewery in
Virginia. Along with Molson’s and a Bavarian brewery, Coorsis planning
to produce a new beer called “Masters.”

Coors’ right-wing policies aroused opposition from a broad section of
working and oppressed people as evidenced by the picket, organized by
members of the AFL-CIO and the Boycott Coors Task Force. Marching
together were representatives from AFSCME 402 and 1489, USWA Local )
8751 Boston School Bus Drivers, Food and Commercial Workers, SEIU 509
and 285, Ironworkers, IUE Local 201, the All-Peoples Congress, E1 Comite
Latino, Disabled Peoples Liberation Front, United Fruit Company (a gay
men’s group), Gay Community News, Church of the United Community,
and a contingent of Boston University students.

yEe. - .
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the areas of job security, union rights
and dividing the workforce into several
pay and benefit tiers. The party de-
manding these givebacks, the Tribune,
netted $140 million in profits last year.
Despite the Trib’s clear union-busting
intent, the strikers remain strong, and
adrive to boycott the paperis growing
among union and community support-
ers. And in the strike by 4,500 workers
against The Philadelphia Inquirer and
The Daily News, both owned by the
giant Knight-Ridder publishing chain,
money is reportedly the key remaining
issue. The company refuses to meet the
unions’ wage demand, but they don’t
claim inability to pay. Union leaders
charged Knight-Ridder with stone-
walling. And in fact Sam McKeel,
Philadelphia Newspapers, Inc.’s, pres-
ident, told reporters that if the strikers
“persist. . . there’s going to be a lot of
pain for everybody.”

Bath shipbuilders settle. After
maintaining a strong strike for 14
weeks, the 4,500 members of Ship-
builders Local 6 have returned to work
at the Bath Iron Works in Maine. The
workers voted to accept a contract
settlement in a meeting on Monday,
Oct. 7. The new contract includes a
three-year wage freeze with a $2,000
“bonus” spread over three years, in-
creased medical insurance charges to
the workers, and a two-tiered wage!
system, with new employees achieving
parity after three years on the job.
Local 6 President Ray Ladd had led
the workers throughout the militant
strike struggle at Bath, against the
parent conglomerate Congoleum and

againgt the Pentagon, which contracts
with Bath to construct Navy ships and
was behind the move to demand con-
cessions from the workers. Ladd was
one of three negotiating team members
who voted against recommending ap-
proval of the settlement to the mem-
bership.

AFSCME AIDS education. In
recent issues of the Public Employee
Press (PEP), published by District
Council 37 of the American Federation
of State, County, and Municipal Em-
ployees (AFSCME), the union repre-
senting New York City workers has
made an important contribution to
countering the anti-gay hysteria over
AIDS. A front page article titled “What
City Workers Need to Know About
AIDS” in the Sept. 20 issue pointed
out, “There actually seem to be two
AIDS epidemics—the disease itself
and a wave of fear that go=s far beyond
the concern justified by medical evi-
dence.” Then, in several pages of clear,
graphic information presented
through a question-and-answer for-
mat, PEP addressed the fears and
concerns of city workers, many of
whom work with people with AIDS as
health care providers. PEP empha-
sized the overwhelming medical evi-
dence that these workers are in no
danger, and urged compassion and
caring in their work with people with
AIDS. DC 37’s leadership on this issue
is an example to the labor movement
ofhow it can stand up against the right
wing’s attempts to create an AIDS
panicto stigmatize thelesbian and gay

community. —Shelley Ettinger
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ANC demands stay of execution

FOLLOWING is a statement by Alfred
Nzo, Secretary General of the African
National Congress of South Africa on
the planned execution by the racist
apartheid regime of Benjamin Moloise,
a Black South African poet.

Benjamin Moloise’s life is being
threatened by the Pretoria hangmen.
Pretoria has announced that he‘is to
be executed on Friday, Oct. 18, 1985,
for an act that he did not commit.

In a statement issued on Aug. 17,

Chicago cops invade homes,
arrest anti-racist activists

Special to Workers World
CHICAGO, Oct. 13—About 8 a.m. this
Sunday morning, security officers of
the University of Illinois at Chicago
(UIC), accompanied by Chicago police,
fanned out across the city to arrest five
anti-apartheid activists at their homes
for participating in a peaceful protest
on Oct. 10.

On that date, about 25 members of
the Divest Now Coalition (DNC) at-
tended a public meeting of the Univer-
gity of Illinois Board of Trustees to
protest their $21 million holdings in
South Africa-linked companies. When
the Board refused to discuss their hold-
ings, the protesters chanted “Free
South Africa!” and “Divest now!” be-
fore obeying police orders to leave.

Although violence was not remotely
threatened, the five were charged with
“interfering with a public institution
... with threats of force.” Those ar-
rested were handcuffed, taken to local
lock-ups, fingerprinted, photographed
and required to post 10% of a $1,000
bond. :

The “DNC 5” include student gov-
ernment Vice President Veau Barry,
Dan Steiger, news editor of the Illini,
the campus paper, and DNC
activists Angela Matthews, Bob’
Kotter and Peter Kimball of the U.S.
Out of Southern Africa Network of the
APC/PAM. Barry and Kotter, who
were not taken into custody, plan to
avoid arrest until a public press con-
ference Oct. 16, to which local anti-
apartheid leaders have been invited to
speak.

One of the five said, “This is a real
blunder by the university. The charges
of force are completely groundless and
will never stand up. Arresting people
at their homes on Sunday morning is
supposed to terrorize us, but really it’s

going to outrage students and quad- .

ruple the size of our movement. It will
show everyone that if you invest in
South Africa, you end up acting like
South Africa.”

Other activities

The DNC also conducted film show-
ings, teach-ins and a rally during this
week of city-wide anti-apartheid activ-
ity. Also this week:

® Rev. Jesse Jackson and an ANC
representative and others spoke after
a march by 500 supporters of the Free
South Africa movement through down-
town Chicago on Oct. 12.

@ Five busloads from Northeastern
Illinois University swelled the weekly
picketline at the South African consu-
late to over 500 on Oct. 10.

® At the University of Chicago,
which has $100 million in South Afri-
ca-linked investments, six students
conducted a hunger strike and 400
rallied to burn replicas of passbooks
on Oct. 11.

® Students marched carrying cross-
es and coffins on Oct. 11 at North-
western University, which will bring
41 students to trial in November for a
pro-divestment sit-in last spring.

® Roosevelt University faculty voted
to recommend divestment.

=
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WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct. 12—Two hundred and fifty activists and
supporters of the South Africa liberation struggle attended a benefit concert
here tonight for the African National Congress (ANC).

Built as a “Cultural Evening in Solidarity with the Freedom Struggle in
South Africa,” it was the first large public event this year in Washington,
D.C., organized explicitly with the aim of providing concrete material
assistance to the ANC, the oldest and largest liberation organization in
South Africa.

Pam Parker, a leading activist of the U.S. Out of Southern Africa
Network, which organized the activity, told Workers World, “The Network
in D.C. felt that it was absolutely necessary that anti-apartheid activities'
include material support for those fighting for liberation. It is not enough
to only oppose apartheid. What is needed is concrete material support for
the revolution, which alone will destroy apartheid ”

‘Sahu Barron from the Network, emceed the prugram and Josepnu...
Butler, cha.u'person ofthe D.C. Statehood Party, welcomed the participants.
Leon Swain, a leader of AFSCME Local 1072, gave a rousing message of
solidarity from the U.S. trade union movement and was.joined by
representatives of the Democratic Popular Movement of Chile, the Kurdi-
stan Democratic Party of Iraq and the Commlttee for a Democratic
Palestine.

The Sechaba Singers, the cultural representatives of the ANC, and the
All-Peoples Singers sang songs of struggle.

1985, the African National Congress
(ANC) unequivocally reiterated that
Moloise wasin no way associated with
the death of the Pretoria apartheid
policeman, and as a result of the failure
of the regime to capture the unit of
Umkhonto We Sizwe responsible for
that armed action, Benjamin is to be
vengefully murdered by the regime.

Moloise is today undergoing a ter-
rible psychological ordeal following
the refusal by the racist President
Botha to grant him a reprieve. Pretor-
ia’s judicial murder of Moloise is once
again a demonstration of the intran-
sigence of the Pretoria regime.

Why, in spite of our above mentioned
statement, does Botha want to rob a

man of his life? This is further proof:

that Pretoria is not in any way inter-
ested in the peaceful resolution of the
South African problem. There is no
doubt that the intended judicial mur-
der of Moloise under the present situa-

tion in South Africa will lead to the |

hardening of attitudes.

Botha’s talk of reforms is nothing
more than a public relations exercise
and attempt to dress apartheid in new
garb and sell it both to the people of

South Africa and the international -

community.

The African National Congress ap-
peals to the international community,
particularly the United Nations, the
Non-aligned Movement, the Organi-
zation of African Unity, the Common-
wealth countries, the Socialist Inter-
national and all freedom-loving people
to apply pressure on the Pretoria re-
gime to stay the murderous hand of its
hangmen. Even at this late hour, let us
all work for saving Benjamin Moloise
from the gallows.

NELSO
AND
WINNIE
MANDELA!
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Boston, Oct. 11.

WW PHOTO: J. CATALINOTTO
Outside Citicorp headquarters,
NYC, Oct. 11.

Maryland, Oct. 11.
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Oct. 11 actions: Free Mandela!

Students in forefront of coast-to-coast

By Zenzile
OCTOBER 11—Students from all parts of the U.S. came together
today to observe the UN-declared Day of Solidarity with South

African political prisoners.

The mobilization came as a direct response to a call by the
African National Congress (ANC), the vanguard of the South

African struggle, and was carried out on a city-by-city, region-by- -

region basis. )
The overwhelming cry of this mobili-

zation from the East Coast to the West

Coast and from North to South, was
“Free Mandela, jail Botha!”

The voices of thousands of students
and others rising into the air demand-
ed that South Africa’s most prominent
political prisoner be set free, as well as
all others who are being detained or
awaiting trial, or who are serving time
in one of South Africa’s notorious
fascist jails such as Robben Island,
John Vorster Square or Sanlam
Center.

The nationwide actions also sent a
very clear message to U.S. imperialist
corporations and establishments which
have a stake in the apartheid system
through their investments to get out of
South Africa. On many campuses, a
major demand of demonstrations was
that the university divest its holdings
in corporations doing business in the
apartheid state.

Following are reports from some of
the many protests which took place
across the U.S. i

- New York, N.Y.

By Neville Edwards
TARGETING Citicorp for its economic
support of the fascist South African
regime, demonstrators assembled on
Oct. 11 in front of Citicorp headquart-
ers on 53rd Street and Lexington
Avenue.

Though labor unions, progressive
and community groups were present,
for the most part this was a multina-
tional demonstration of students who
had been organizing on their respec-
tive campuses, where many had held
activities during the day before coming
to the bank headquarters.

For example, Queens College stu-
dents, with the help of the U.S. Out of
Southern Africa Network, rallied and
marched through their campus before
boarding a bus for Manhattan. The
Network also sponsored a rally at
Hunter College, which was followed
by a march to Citicorp. At Columbia
University, students set up tables all
day in front of the local Citibank
branch.

At Citicorp, all speakers agreed with

"chair Tanaquil Jones, who was an
organizer of last spring’s Columbia

‘University divestment blockade, when
she said Reagan’s “Constructive en-
gagement is really destructive en-
gagement.”

Many students drew a link between
the repression of South African stu-
dents and Reagan’s attack on theright
of students in the U.S. to bilingual
education. “I support bilingual educa-
tion in the U.S. just as much as I am
against Blacks being taught in' Afri-
kaansin South Africa,” stated Andrew
Wilkins of Bronx Community College.

Monica Mashandi of the SWAPOQ’s
youth section pointed out that South -
Africa’s increased presence in Nami-
bia coincides with the heightening of
Washington’s support for the fascist
regime.

A call for increased pressure on the
regime was made by Clare Mahafe of
the ANC youth section and founder of
the Congress of South African Stu-
dents.

Cleveland Robinson, head of District
65-UAW and Rev. Jesse Jackson also
spoke at the rally, as did other student
organizers. Following the talks, over

2,000 people marched to the South
African Mission to the UN, located
several blocks away.

Besides the schools already men-
tioned, Lehman, Medgar Evers, Essex
Community, New York University,
Pace University, Rutgers, Florida
State, Hunter High School and the
PAM Youth League sent delegations.
Other schools were represented by
individuals.

Many students saw the demonstra-
tion as the beginning of the anti-apart-
heid struggle on their respective cam-
puses. “We will not rest until Chemical
Bank s off our campus, and the college
administration stops buying IBM com-
puters,” said Darryl Johnson, presi-
dent of Queens College’s Black Student
Union.

San Francisco Bay Area

By Jane Cutter

NEARLY 1,000 students participated
in a two-hour-long rally and teach-in
in the Student Union Plaza here, spon-
sored by the San Francisco State Uni-
versity Faculty, Staff and Students
Against Apartheid on Oct. 11. All
speakers emphasized that the struggle
in South Africa is one for national
liberation and self-determination, not
for civil rights reforms.

Bill Wahpehpah of the International
Indian Treaty Council spoke on simi-
larities between South African and
Native people’s struggles in the U.S.
Jamal of the General Union of Pales-
tine Students drew connections be-
tween South Africa and Israel. Monica
Moorehead of the U.S. Out of South
Africa Network and Kanika Ajanaku
of the Southern Africa Freedom Com-
mittee of APC/PAM also spoke.

On Oct. 12, over 500 people marched
from Oakland City Hall to Lowell
Park. The action was called by the
National Anti-Apartheid Protest Com-
mittee. There was a broad list of en-
dorsers from community, student, re-
ligious and labor organizations.

On Oct. 10, 200 protesters at the
University of California at Berkeley
satin and occupied the steps of Steven
Biko Hall. The students slept in and
blocked the front doors with banners
as they returned to the site of last
spring’s 44-day sit-in.

The following day, 2,000 students
rallied at Biko Plaza, hearing Clifford
Sange of the ANC blast the UC Re-
gents’ refusal to divest its $2.4 billion.

Following the rally, protestors
marched to University Hall, the UC
systemwide headquarters, surrounded
the building and smashed windows.
The demonstrators then marched to a
nearby Bank of America, shutting it
down.

Boston

HARVARD University students
camped out for 24 hours in front of
President Derek Bok’s office on Oct. 11
in protest of Harvard’s refusal to di-
vest. Among the rally’s speakers were
Chris Snow of the U.S. Out of Southern
Africa Network of the APC and Ed
Childs of Local 26, Hotel and Restau-
rant Employees, representing the kit-
chen workers at Harvard.

Boston area students picketed the
IBM building in downtown Boston
also on Oct. 11. Represented in the
picket line were students from Tufts,
University of Massachusetts at Bos-
ton, Boston University (BU), Salem

Queens College, N.Y., Oct. 11.

State and MIT.

When ANC Representative Themba
Vilakazi was censored from speaking
at a South African Awareness week
sponsored by the BU Student Union
and Students Activities Commission,
members of the BU South African
Task Force set up their own forum for
him. Michael Kent of the Task Force
said, “It’s ridiculous not to let a South
African speak on the future of South
Africal”

Members of the Task Force also built
a “shantytown” on the lawn of the
College of Communications. The struc-
tures drew attention to the plight of
Black people under apartheid and pro-
tested the school administration’s re-
fusal to deal with petitions for divest-
ment circulated by the students.

At 12:30 that night, BU President
Jonn Silber sent in cops to tear down
the shantytown and to threaten stu-
dents with arrest. Later that morning
students relocated their protest to the
front of Silber’s house.

On the evening of Oct. 12, some 125
people answered the invitation of the
All-Peoples Congress and came to the
Emanuel Church to commemorate
“Free Nelson Mandela and All South
African Political Prisoners Day” with
good food, speeches and music.

Chris Snow, a lesbian activist in the
APC and a member of IUE Local 201,
and Bob Gustafson, a member of
United American Indians of New Eng-
land from the Mohawk Nation, chaired
the program. Both pointed out what
lies at the essence of the APC—linking
the struggle here at home for justice,
equality and dignity to the struggle of
people around the world for a life free
from exploitation and oppression. As
Gustafson said, “Itis one struggle and
we are one people.”

Welcomed by a standing ovation,
two representatives from the ANC,
Aggrey Mberi and Saki Makazoma,
spoke. Makazoma, who just returned
from the Port Elizabeth area of South
Africa, stated, “Even average people
who are not associated with any politi-
cal party are saying they will do any-
thing in their power to make sure the
government doesn’t survive.”

Referring to the attempts by the
apartheid government to crush the
UDF and its leadership, he added,
“The struggle produces leaders every
time one is detained. It only serves to
intensify it. We are reconstituting
society, not reforming it.”

Washington, D.C.
THERE were demonstrations at vir-
tually every campus in the D.C. metro-
politan area on Oct. 11. Delegations
from each campus went down to Lafay-
ette Park in front of the White House,
where about 300 gathered to demon-
strate. Speakersincluded TransAfrica,
the NAACP, the Student Committee
Against Racism and Apartheid and
most of the Black student unions at
the campuses. The All-Peoples Singers

demonstrations
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performed anti-apartheid songs.

There was a rally of about 200 at the
University of Maryland. Speakers in-
cluded Leon Swain from AFSCME,
Mary Battenfeld from the University
of Maryland Divestment Committee
and Brian Becker for the U.S. Out of
Southern Africa Network. Ed Martin
from the Black Student Union chaired
the programs, and the All-Peoples
Singers sang.

The week before the event, Becker
and another Network member were
charged with trespassing for leaflet-
ting on the campus -grounds and
charged under a repressive state law
that forbids either of them to set foot
on campus grounds under penalty of a
six-month jail sentence and a $1,000
fine. . m

This law was passed following th
tremendous student protests in 1970
against the war in Viet Nam. It was
specifically designed to bar well-
known antiwar activist and Workers
World Party member Gregory Dunkel
from gaining access to the campus
where he had been a student.

The student activists were outraged -
over this violation of the constitutional
rights to organize against apartheid
and invited Becker to speak at the Oct.
11 rally. The Network decided it was
important to defy this repressive law
and informed the university adminis-
tration that Becker would be speaking
at the rally in accordance with his
constitutional rights.

Becker’s speech got a resounding:
response, and the campus administra- |
tion made no attempt to arrest him
during the rally. Many students were
prepared to be arrested along with
Becker. The Network considered thisa
small but important victory in the
context of the larger fight taking place
on campuses throughout the country
to overturn the hundreds of anti-free-
speech restrictions and codes that are
designed to curb student activism.

Atlanta
A CITYWIDE coalition of students
called a demonstration that drew
about 250 people on Oct. 11. They
marched through downtown Atlanta,
targeting some of the corporations that
do business in South Africa.

" Attherally, representatives from the
various local colleges spoke, ag well as
David Ndaba of the ANC and State
Senator Julian Bond, and Arron Two
Elk of the International Indian Treaty
Council.

There was also a dinner benefit for
the ANC, where Ndaba and a ten-year-
old South African youth were the fea-
tured speakers.

Syracuse
AT the University of Syracuse about
250 students and community people
gathered for a rally and march that
went from the campus through down-
- Continued on page 10
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Sister of slain Arab rights activist Alex Odeh comforted by friends.

Right-wing terrorists murder
California Arab rights advocate

By Michael Bar-Am
OCTOBER 14—Alex Odeh, West Coast
regional director of the American Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
(ADC), was assassinated by right-
wing terrorists in Santa Ana, Calif.,
on Oct. 11. The murder occurred when
a tripwire attached to the front door of
the ADC office detonated a bomb as
Odeh was opening it up.

In stark contrast to the treatment of
the Achille Lauro seajacking incident,
the Reagan administration issued a
perfunctory statement only after Arab
people bitterly protested Reagan’s
silence.

There were also no huge feature
stories in the big business press detail-
ing Odeh’s life or telling what kind of
man he was. In fact, most of the
newspapers reported the murder in
short wire service accounts, further
angering Arab people and progres-
sives.

The night before the assassination,
Odeh had been interviewed on KABC-
TV and called for the recognition of
the Palestine Liberation Organization
as a political organization. His views
on other aspects of the liberation strug-
gle were edited out of the broadcast.
The way the station edited the inter-
view had to be a deliberate move to stir
up anti-Arab feelings. The coveragein
effect gave the green light to the right-
wing in its murderous attack. So much
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protests Israeli terror raid on
Tunisia. )

for the so-called right to freedom o1
speech in the U.S.!

Reagan, media responsible

Itis not known at this time who the
terrorists were that planted the bomb.
What is known is that it is the Reagan
administration along with ruling

- class-owned-and-controlled newspaper

and television industries that created
the conditions for the bombing to
happen.

According to the Washington Post
(Oct. 13), the national chairperson of
the ADC, James Abourezk, a former
U.S. Senator from South Dakota, has

‘accused President Reagan and tele-

vision newscasters of “exacerbating
the threatening atmosphere” towards
Arabs and Arab-Americans by their
comments on the hijacking of the
Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro.

The bombing was condemned by the

- Anti-Defamation League of B’nai

B’rith and the American Jewish Con-
gress, two mainstream Jewish organi-
zations. It was praised by the Jewish
Defense League, a right-wing racist
organization. According to Richard
Ayoob, the director of the National
Association of Arab-Americans, Alex
Odeh was “very committed to the idea
of dialogue with the leading Jewish
organizations.” (New York Times, Oct.
13) .

Alex Odeh, who was 41 years old at
the time of his death, was married and

“had three small daughters. He was

born in the West Bank Palestinian
village of Jifna which has been under
the iron fist of Israeli occupation for
over 18 years. Like tens of thousands
of his generation he was forced toleave
his homeland.

Odeh was a writer, poet and teacher.
He had recently been elected to the
Academic Senate of Coastline Com-
munity College where he taught Mid-
dle East history and politicsand was a
member of the Los Angeles County
Human Relations Commission. He
was the author of “Whispers in Exile,”
a book of poetry published in Arabic.

The murder of Alex Odeh was a
serious attack on the Palestine and
Middle East solidarity movement. Itis
no accident that it comes at a time
when more and more people are draw-
ing links between the U.S.-backed set-
tler states of Israel and South Africa
and understanding and supporting the
legitimate struggle of the Palestinian
people. ‘

By Sam Marcy
OCTOBER 14—For over a week after
the hijacking of the cruise ship Achille
Lauro, the leaders of the Reagan ad-
ministration, with the full support of
the ruling establishment and a mono-
lithic capitalist press and media, op-
erated on the false assumption that at
last they had a firm grip on an un-
assailable issue, one which could be
used like a lethal weapon to strike at
the very heart of the Palestinian re-
sistance movement and crush it once
and for all.

Particularly when U.S. fighter jets
succeeded in forcing down the Egyp-
tian plane carrying the hijackers, the
mood in Washington was exultant.

“The euphoria began to disintegrate,
however, asthe days went by and their
frenzied international bullying and the
hysterical demands for unequivocal
approval of their brazen military inter-
vention fell flat. The very weapon that
they had fashioned to use against the
oppressed people was beginning to
turn against them. Instead of appear-
ing to the world in the posture of a hero
fighting “terrorism,” the U.S. was seen
in its true role as the perpetrator of air
piracy.

The ruling establishment here had

thought it could utilize the alleged

murder of a disabled passenger on the
hijacked Italian cruise ship Achille
Lauro to-such inflammatory effect that
it would blind the eyes of the millions
of oppressed peoplein the Middle East,
letting Washington carry out a brazen
military intervention to serve the sor-
did purposes of U.S. imperialism and
its Israeli puppet regime.

The recklessness with which the
Reagan administration banked on this
is shown by their wanton disregard of
the rights of the Mediterranean coun-
tries.

This episode was a principal test of
U.S. policy in a crisis situation with
respect to the response of its imperial-

ist allies and clients. It indicated that
hardly any could be relied upon, and
exposed political weakness in the
southern flank of NATO.

Unquestionably the architect of this
policy had calculated that the alleged
murder of this hapless passenger
would stir up such a fury of condemna-
tion against the oppressed Palestinian
people that the U.S. would be able to go
scot free with its own piratical policy
in the area.

However, the strategy has foun-
dered. It began to crumble as soon as it
became clear that the U.S. had much
more in mind than humanitarian con-
siderations or the fate of a single in-
dividual, which is indeed ludicrous
when one considers the hundreds of
thousands who have died in the course
of the liberation struggle in this area,
not to speak of the rest of the world.

No support for U.S. air piracy

How interesting that after so much
sabre rattling, with the U.S. assem-
bling a virtual armada in the Medi-
terranean area, not a single Arab coun-
try, friend or foe, not even its most
docile servitors and unscrupulous
stooges, could be found to approve the
U.S.military interception of the Egyp-
tian plane carrying the four hijackers.

It must have come as a complete
surprise to the Reagan administra-
tion’s strategists that virtually every
Arabnewspaper was forced in one way
or another to denounce the interception
of the Egyptian civilian jet by U.S.
fighter planes as brazen military
intervention.

This was true not only of its staunch
friend, the so-called moderate (mean-
ing thoroughly corrupt) Saudi Arabian
regime but also of Syria, Algeria,
Tunisia; Morocco and others fearful of
becoming completely isolated.

The U.S. ruling class is once again
learning what the older imperialist
nowers found out long ago: It is one

Arab world condemns U..
40,000 in Sudan hit Washington

By Joyce Chediac
OCTOBER 15—From the impover-
ished masses to U.S. client regimes,
the response in the Arab world to

Washington’s hijacking last week of

an Egyptian plane carrying Palestin-
ian guerrillas has been one of universal
condemnation.

For oppressed Arab workers and
peasants, who have lived under the
heel of U.S. imperialist domination
since the end of World War II, the U.S.
skyjacking has increased to fever
pitch, in some areas, their justified
hatred of Washington and its repre-
sentatives.

Today in the Sudan, for example,
40,000 people demonstrated against
U.S. and Israeli aggression. The pro-
test was addressed by Yasir Arafat.

And in Egypt, on Oct. 12, only a few
days after the Palestinian freedom
fighters taken off the Achille Lauro
were greeted as heroes by crowds in
Port Said, 3,000 students staged a
furious protest, the most significant
demonstration against the Mubarak
government to date. Cairo students
demanded that Mubarak break rela-
tions with both the United States and
Israel. Egypt is the only Arab country
which signed a peace treaty with Is-
rael, under U.S. brokership.

“The American people must know
the truth about the Egyptian people,”
yelled a demonstrating engineering
student at a reporter. “They have had
enough of Mr. Reagan and American
policy towards the Middle East and

the people of Palestine.” The students
chanted, “Hosni Mubarak, you are a
servant of America!” as they burst
through the gates of the university and
into the streets and were joined by
passersby.

When the defiant demonstration
was mercilessly attacked by police
swinging batons and lobbing tear gas,
the students responded by picking up
stones and fighting back, shouting to
the hundreds of riot troops, “Are you
the soldiers of Egypt or of Israel?” As
thetear gas was clearing, small groups
of students gathered up the canisters,
labeled “M518 Riot CS, Federal Labor-
atories, Salisbury, Pa.,” and their anti-
imperialist rage grew.

This protest so shook the govern-
ment that, a few hours later, Mubarak

" issued a statement denouncing the

Reagan administration’s action
against an Egyptian plane as “an act
of piracy.”

Even Arab reactionaries denounce U.S.

While it is no surprise that progres-
sive Arab governments have de-
nounced the U.S. skyjacking, the Rea-
gan administration’s arrogant humili-
ation of Egypt, its most obvious client
regimein the Arabworld, has angered
Washington’s Arab client regimes as
well. From the Persian Gulf to north
Africa, the pressin these countries has
denounced the U.S. These regimes fear
that the demonstration that shook
Egyptlast week may forebode protests
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thing to get repeated affirmations of
loyalty from one’s own servitors. It’s
another thing for the latter to be able
to disregard the flames of rebellion
which at any moment could engulf and
consume them, as has happened so
frequently in this epoch of wars of
national liberation against the crum-
bling edifice of moribund imperialism.

While they should have anticipated
it, it must have come as a shock to the
imperialists that the Mubarak regime
of Egypt could not hand over the hi-
jackers to the hated imperialist op-
pressors without arousing a veritable
hailstorm of protest. Mubarak knew
that his regime could very well end in
the same way as that of Sadat.

The Mubarak regime therefore pur-
sued a customary practice, in agree-
ment with the Italian authorities,
when it agreed to give the hijackers
safe conduct out of Egypt and flew
them to Tunis. The government there,
however, having just experienced an
unbridled act of military aggression
with the Israeli bombing of the PLO
headquarters in Tunis, turned down
the request for landing rights. This
made it easier for the Pentagon to
pursue its military intervention and
force the plane to land in Italy.

U.S. humiliated Italian bourgeoisie

Here we see another aspect of what
the U.S. thought was an impregnable
political and diplomatic position based
on the NATO alliance. The Italian
bourgeoisie has long been a lackey of
U.S.-NATO imperialism. However, it
could no longer disregard its own ma-
terial interests with regard to neigh-
boring Arab lands.

The Italian regime has to reckon not
only with its material interests in the
Arab world but also with broad public
and working class sympathy at home
with the oppressed people. No one
wants to be put in the role of a flunky.
But this is precisely what happened

J.S. air piracy
on, Tel Aviv

against their own shaky governments.
ments.

For example, Okaz, a Saudi Arabian
newspaper, used exceptionally strong
language for that country when it
accused Washington of “air piracy and
behavior that international law does
not condone.” And in Oman, where
Washington has been given permis-
sion to build huge military bases, the
-daily Al Watan said, “Had the United
States dealt with the issue of the Mid-
dle East in a fair manner, then the
whole world would have been spared
the cycle of violence and counter-
violence.”

In Tunis, where the regime’s
long-time history of collaboration with
Washington did not exempt it from a
U.S.-backed Israeli bombing raid just
this month which left 70 Palestinians
and Tunisians dead, the daily As
Sabah said, “We deplore strongly the
acts of piracy undertaken by the
United States which threaten the
region with grave dangers, the least of
which will be the widening cycle of
violence.”

Theracist arrogant Reagan admini-
stration has given a clear message to
even its Arab clients that Washington
is calling the shots and that they are
only oppressed nations and expected
to follow orders. But such open impe-
rialist contempt for 160 million Arab
people will only giverise to anew wave
of grassroots struggle that will force
Washington out of the Middle East and
sweep all of its puppets along with it.
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when the U.S. brazenly violated its
territory and sovereignty by force-
landing the intercepted Egyptian
planein Sicily without prior consulta-
tion or permission from the Italian
government.

How could the Reaganite strategists
justify this in the eyes of bourgeois
public opinion in Italy, how could they
justify the humiliation of their own
servitors, the ruling Italian bourgeois
establishment?

The jurists of the State Department
dusted off an old, thoroughly discredit-
ed theory to justify this brazen, pirati-
cal action. They reinstituted the old
colonialist theory of extra-territor-
iality.

This was the excuse used many
decades ago by the U.S., French, Brit-
ish, Japanese and other imperialists
in their colonial days to justify their
conductin Asia, particularly in China.
The imperialists divided Shanghai
into zones where each of them exer-
cised what they called extra-territorial
rights. The aim was to establish their
own courts, laws, customs and prac-
tices and impose their jurisdiction on
the native people.

The oppressed people were tried in
imperialist courts by imperialist
judges under their rules, regulations
and customs. It is by virtue of such
discredited imperialist practices that
the U.S. has attempted to justify its
right to land the plane on Italian
territory without notice to or consulta-
tion with the Italian government.

The State Department quoted a so-
called hijacking treaty to justify its air
piracy and military brigandage. But
none of the Mediterranean countries

saw any resemblance between the pro-
visions of the so-called hijacking treaty
and the U.S. act of military inter-
vention.

Nor have any of them agreed that
the Reagan administration has alegal
right to extradite the hijackers to the
U.S. This also is a considerable rebuff
to its imperialist encroachments.

The hysteria raised in this country,
however; over the alleged murder of

Leon Klinghoffer, the disabled passen-
ger on the cruise ship, makes it abso-
lutely necessary to consider the case
dispassionately and not be taken in
tow by the monolithic capitalist press
and media.

U.S. demands extradition—to lynch law

Even according-to U.S. legal cus-
toms and practices, the accused should
be regarded as innocent until proven
guilty. But this first and most elemen-
tary precept of law has now been so
grossly violated as to make it utterly
impossible to get any kind of legal
hearing. The hijackers have already
been convicted before even being ar-
raigned or charged with the crime of
murder.

Public opinion has been so saturated
with anti-Palestinian propaganda that
no one theleast bit objective could ever
believe that the aim of U.S. extradition
was the pursiit of justice. Rather, the
bourgeoisieis whipping up alynch law
atmosphere which absolutely pre-
cludes any judicial impartiality.

the central issue of all the politics of
the Middle East and of imperialist
involvementin the area rotates around
theright of the Palestinians, like every
other people, to self-determination. Are
they entitled to pursue their own in-
dependent destiny or are they to re-
main a cruelly persecuted and op-
pressed people; displaced from their
native land by a U.S.-supported, U.S.-
constructed and U.S.-maintained Is-
raeli regime?

No problem in the Middle East of
any significance can possibly be dis-
engaged from this core issue. If the
Palestinian people are entitled to their
right of self-determination like any
other people, then the issue of the
hijackers must be viewed from an en-
tirely different perspective than the
one the U.S. imperialists and their
stooges are trying to foist upon the rest
of the world.

The right of self-determination in-
cludes not only the right to their own
territory—Palestine—but also without

any question the right to pursue their
own customs, practices and traditions,
their own culture, their own legal sys-
tem, their own criminal procedure. If
the hijackers are Palestinians, they
should be tried by the Palestinians.

The organization which is regarded
by the rest of the world, the over-
whelming majority of the human race,
as the sole.and exclusive representa-
tive of the Palestinian people is the
Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO). It is they who should have the
jurisdiction over the hijackers if they
are Palestinians.

This was recognized by the Egyptian
government when it allowed the hi-
jackers to fly to Tunisia in the custody
of PLO representatives.

Episode in a long liberation war

It is entirely probable that the hi-
jackers took arms onto the cruise ship
not to carry out a hijacking but with
theintention of disembarking in Israel
to continue the war of national libera-

" tion which the imperialists and thei
But this really begs the question, for"

Zionist agents have forced upon them
for more than 35 years.

Hundreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians over the years have been merci-
lessly gunned down, bombed out, driv-
en from pillar to post, subjected to
savage assaults against the civilian
population. Taking the lives of men,
women and children, disregarding the
most elementary human rights—is
this not the history of the cruel occupa-
tion of the homeland of the Palestinian
people?

What could be more probable than
that young Palestinians would arm
themselves and find a way toreach an
area of conflict with the Israelis for the
purpose of liberating their people and
their country from one of the cruelest
oppressions in the modern era?

It is from this perspective that the
issue of the hijackers has to be re-
garded. Of course, if this alleged sense-
less act was carried out in the manner
claimed by the U.S., it should be dealt
with by the Palestinian people in an

U.S.-Israeli aggression spreads
suffering through Middle East

By Robert Dobrow
OCTOBER 13—The capitalist media
has saturated the air waves and
newspapers with the grief and suffer-
ing of the family of Leon Klinghoffer,
who died aboard the Achille Lauro.

No one would deny the personal
suffering of the Klinghoffer family.
But the people of the United States
would better understand the roots of
what happened aboard that Italian
liner if some attention were focused on
the grief and suffering of the tens of
thousands of nameless families
throughout the Arab world.

In Kafr Matta, Bhamdoun, Ham-
mana, Shuweifat; Baalbek and scores
of towns and villages throughout Leb-
anon, widows and widowers still grieve
the time when U.S. bombs rained
death: on their homes, killing theu'
loved ones.

A campaign of genocide

The world knows of the Israeli in-
vasion of Lebanon in June, 1982. But
the U.S. military also invaded Leb-
anon a few months later. It was called
a “peace-keeping force.” But from their
airport garrison in the heart of Beirut
and from huge warships off the coast
in the Mediterranean, U.S. military
forces, along with the Italians, French
and British, assisted the Israeli army

in what can only be described as a
campaign of genocide against the
Lebanese and Palestinian people.
Throughout 1983 up until their hu-
miliating retreat in February, 1984, the
Pentagon poured M60 tanks, 155-mil-
limeter howitzers, 16-inch artillery
guns, fighter jets armed with 1,000-
pound bombs, helicopter gunships and
nuclear-armed battleships into Leb-
anon. It was the biggest m:htary inter-
ventton of the Pentagon since the Viet
Nam war. All against a country about
the size of the state of Connecticut.
Its purpose was to back up the Israeli
invasion and prop up the fascist Pha-
lange as the government of Lebanon.
The Phalange is a clique of right-wing
killers and thugs who take their name
from the Spanish fascist party of Gen-
eralissimo Franco. It was the Pha-
lange, with Israeli complicity, who
butchered hundreds of defenseless
Palestinian men, women and children
at the Sabra and Shatila refugee
camps—a worthy ally for the Reagan
administration in Lebanon.

40,000 civilians killed

Over 40,000 civilians died during the
U.S.-Israeli invasion. They were loved
no less than Leon Klinghoffer was
loved by his family. Their survivors
cried no less tears. But the big business
media in the U.S. didn’t comment on

their pain. Nor did they inform the
publicin this country of the deep anger
and hatred the Lebanese and Palestin-
ian people feel against the United
States.

Many thousands more Palestinians
died during the Israeli wars of 1967
and 1973 and in the c(‘)upied West
Bank, Golan Heights au. - 1aza Strip.
The Israell military cow = 't operate
for another week wereit no s rits U.S.
subsidy. The country is 1 .. largest
recipient of U.S. aid. This= ear the
figure will top $4.5 billion— < to for-
tify the regime as amilitary o «10stin
the region and as a club aga ‘=1t the
anti-imperialist struggles of the Arab
people.

The ultimate responsibility for the
violence aboard the Achille Lauro
must be placed squarely at the feet of
the Reagan administration, which
arms and supports-the Israeli aggres-
sors, terrorizes Lebanon, hijacks
planes from Egypt, constantly threat-
ens Libya, deploys its spy planes in
the Persian Gulf, props up thée most
hated right-wing regimes, and sends
its CIA hit squads throughout the
Arab world to commit mayhem and
terror. The real solution to ‘“terror-
ism”? Get the U.S.—and its client Is-
raeli state—completely out of the Mid-
dle Fast!
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Jackson Taylor

DO YOU RECCGNIZE the name
Jackson Taylor? Has it appeared
in one headline or been spoken by
one national newscaster in thls
country?

How many people have heard
about the death of this 59-year-old
grandfather? Howmany have seen
the photo showing his last mo-
ments of agony? Why have there
been no interviews with his next of
kin, with the friends and neighbors
who were shocked and saddened
by his violent death?

Jackson Taylor was killed on
Oct. 9, thesame day that the media
were full of news about the sea-
jacking of the Achille Lauro. The
national newscasts that night de-
voted at least half their program-
ming to the story that an American
had been killed aboard the hijacked
ship.

None of them even mentioned
the killing of Jackson Taylor that
day in the city of Baltimore.

Millions in this country have a
crucial interest in knowing the cir-
cumstances of Jackson Taylor’s
death. It 'touches their lives pro-
foundly. Because Jackson Taylor
died while standing up for union
rights. He was killed in a struggle
that is going on all over the U.S.—
the struggle of workers to hold onto
their jobs in the face of an all-out,
relentless offensive by the bosses
to slash wages and scuttle humane
working conditions.

Taylor was one of a group of
longshoremen protesting the un-
loading of a freighter by non-union
workers paid $5 an hour—about
$12 per hour lower than union
scale! He was flung 20 feet in the
air by a speeding police car intent
on breaking up the workers’ dem-

onstration. By the time he hit the
pavement, he was dying.

Jackson Taylor was a few years
short of retirement. He must have
had dreams about the time he’d
have to spend with his family once
the years of toil were over. Probab-
ly nothing as elaborate as a Medi-
terranean cruise—few workers can
afford that—but trips to the shore
perhaps, or a little boat on the
Chesapeake. We’ll never know be-
cause the media just weren’t inter-
ested.

It’s hard to take, this phony con-
cern for “American lives” cranked
out by the capitalist media when-
ever it suits chauvinist purposes.
In the long run it breeds cynicism,
because everyone knows that the
tears and sympathy don’t apply to
the lives of those victimized by
police brutality, by racism, or by
the poverty and hunger that in-
evitably follow in the wake of the
profit system. :

But there is another side to this
story. And that is the very real
concern and anger shown by the

-longshore workers over this killing,

who don’t need the media to tell
them how to feel. Some 1,500 of
them packed the funeral for Jack-
son Taylor on Oct. 12, while in 300
ports around the country dockers
stopped work for half an hour in
his honor.

The capitalist media don’t tell
you how these workers feel. It’s too
dangerous. There’s too much anger
close to the surface around this
country, waiting for a focus. “The
man died to save our livelihoods,”
said one of the longshoremen at
the funeral. “That’s one thing I'll
never forget. None of us will.”

Death of a steel town

IT MAY sound trite, but it’s true
about Wall Street, “Give ‘em an
inch and they’ll take a mile.”

Look at the latest development
at the Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel
Corp. In addition to all the regres-
sive, wage-cutting, pension-cut-
ting, safety-cutting, worker-cut-
ting, you-name-it-cutting contract
that the bosses have been demand-
ing, the banks now want to shut
down several blast furnaces at the
Monessen, Pa., plant.

This is much more than just
eliminating 1,400 jobs, though it
will certainly do that. It would be
handing a death warrant to the
whole town of Monessen.

That’s what U.S. Steel and the
Mellon Bank have already done to
somany towns. Take Clairton, Pa.,
as one example. Clairton was ba-
sically a company town. The work-
ers and their families gave every-
thing to the rich and powerful Mel-
lon Bank which along with Mor-
gan banks and other Wall Street
institutions are the real powers
behind U.S. Steel The whole com-
munity was taxed to build the town
which mainly benefitted the cor-
poration. And the corporation paid
low taxes while getting services at
next to nothing for “giving” the

workers a job.
It was perfect for the bosses, and
when they found that they could

make a bigger buck in oil and other.

businesses, they quit Clairton and
returned none of the millions that
they had taken from the workers
over the generations.

Today the town of Clairton is
deeply in debt and has less than
$1,000 in its bank account. All fire
fighters have been laid off. Homes
worth $50,000 cannot be sold for
$25,000. Street lights have been
turned off.

This is what the Morgan bankers
now want to impose on Monessen.
Manufacturers Hanover Trust, one
of the biggest Morgan banks, is
calling the shots in Wheeling-Pitts-
burgh’s union-busting. They are
making a grab for what rightfully
belongs to the workers.

Ashasbeen detailed many times
in this paper during the course of
this three-month-long struggle, the
only thing that can stop the bosses
and the bankers is for the union to
take over the plants and declare
their legal right of possession as
the principal creditors under bank-
ruptcy. That is the only way that
the continued functioning of all the
plants, the jobs and communities
can be successfully defended.

ARRESTED
YOU MUST
RE GUILTY/

-Native peoples’ sovereignty
THERE IS a story in Indian Country
that when Crazy Horse was stabbed in
the back by an Indian tribal police-
man, an old Lakota man said; “So,
Indian kills Indian. But who set the
Indian on?”

The same can be said of the deaths
of the Wyoming Eight. This is a per-
sonal note of appreciation for your
article—especially the statement of
principle in the section on what pro-
gressive people should do in support of
Native People. Among other things,
that ringing declaration will be useful
to me in talking to selected Indian
People about the party—to wit:

“Where does Workers World Party
stand on sovereignty?”

“Here, read it for yourself, right from
the Chairman.” :

I have come to expect no less from
the pages of Workers World, but I want
to say thanks anyway.

Bob Gustafson
Newburyport, MA

On Creationism

ANDY STAPP’S article on Califor-
nia’s censored biology textbooks (“Is
science a sin?”’ Sept. 26) is an excellent
analysis of the religious right’s perni-
cious influence on education in this
country. And I’'m writing to offer one
further observation on how creation-
ism serves the interests of the ruling
class.

The biblical date of “creation” (cal-
culated on the basis of biblical geneal-
ogies by Archbishop James Usher in
1650, and still accepted as fact by
many Christian fundamentalists!) is
4004 B.C.—i.e., about the time when in
reality, class society was becoming
firmly established in many parts of
the world; although its beginnings
date back somewhat farther, its devel-
opment was hardly an overnight
phenomenon. Going hand in hand
with the emergence of class society, of
course, was the overthrow of mother-
right and the increasing oppression of
women (“thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee”).
In saying that nothing at all existed
before the fifth millennium B.C., then,
the fundamentalists are in effect dis-
missing the hundreds of millennia
that the human race was both ma-
triarchal and communistic.

Their claim that God created the
universe in six days? An ultimately
futile denial of science. Their claim

that class society has always exist-
ed—and always will? An ultimately
futile denial of history.
. Linda Rutherford
Newburyport, MA

Peace and trade unions
in New Zealand

THE AUCKLAND Trades Council
Peace Officeisintent on bringing out a
regular bulletin that highlights Inter-
national Workers action taken on the
peace question.

It is our aim to get off the ground
jobs that are for peace. We see the
workers’ peace link-up bulletin assist-

.ing us in this project.

By jobs that are for peace we mean
unions recognizing peace to be union
business, peace reports regularly
raised at union meetings, peace dele-
gates appointed who will liaise be-
tween their community peace groups
and -their job-based peace groups,
unions interested in sponsoring “peace
billboard advertisements,” progressive
peace resolutions passed at stop-work
meetings and industrial action, such
as bans, strikes, etc.

Thelist is endless and further ideas
are welcomed.

We would be extremely grateful if
your organization could assist us in
this project and mail to us relevant
material.

A. Dworniak

Peace Sub-Committee
Auckland Trades Council
New Zealand

Federation of Labor

Apartheid bail-out
I WANT to let you know that I was
much impressed by the Sam Marcy
story of the apartheid bail-out in the
Sept. 12 issue.

The meetings of Volker, de Kock and
other principals were reported piece-
meal in other publications, but Marcy
put the operation in its proper perspec-
tive with analytical clarity and detail.

Forrest B. Crumpley
Los Gatos, Calif.

WORKERS WORLD welcomes letters
from its readers. Send all correspon-
dence to: Workers World, GPO Box 948,
New York, N.Y. 10116.
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Imports bill no answer to job losses

By John Catalinotto
OCTOBER 14—As Representative
James Broyhill (R-NC) pressed last
week for laws to keep out foreign-made
textiles, he claimed, “The issue here—
it’s jobs.” This statement caught the
essence of the fraud in the House
debate over import restrictions.

The bill in question would reduce
textile and apparel imports from a
dozen countries by as much as 40%. It
passed by 265-159, a margin too low to
override the expected Reagan veto
should it manage to pass the Senate.

If Congress really cared about sav-
ing workers’ jobs, it could show this
concern directly. It could increase un-
employment compensation, allocate
funds to train unemployed workers,
and pass public works bills to build
roads or repair the infrastructures.of
the decaying U.S. cities. It could pass a
law for a shorter work week at full pay.
These steps would create jobs.

And the Reagan administration,
which opposes the protectionist bill,
uses the equally fraudulent argument
that it is concerned with the principle
of “free trade” and with keeping low
prices for consumers.

Both the Reaganites and the Demo-
crats use phony arguments on this
issue to hide their complete inability to
counteract the crisis of capitalist
overproduction that is behind the loss
of jobs. The truth is that without an
expansion of the world market, neither
protectionism nor free trade will ex-
pand production or create jobs.

Also behind this cover of “saving
jobs” is a conflict between the owners
of different sectors of the U.S. econo-
my. Some bosses, like those in textiles

and steel, want import restrictions to
allow them to sell at high prices and
earn bigger profits. Other bosses and
bankers, who rely more heavily on
foreign trade, want to avoid taking
steps which may curtail that trade.

An added irony is that many in
Congress backing the protectionist bill
complained of low wages in the foreign
countries. Half of the countries named
in the bill, south Korea, Taiwan,
Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia
and Pakistan, are military dictator-
ships which suppress the workers and
which enjoy the full diplomatic, mili-
tary and political backing of the U.S.
government.

Imports don’t lay off workers, bosses do

A look at key U.S. industries whose
management is demanding frade pro-
tection shows that the drop in produc-
tion has had less to do with imports
than with the decline in the interna-
tional market because of the capitalist
recession. And the mass layoffs have
been caused not by imports but by the
greed of the owners for greater profits.
It’s not imports that lay off the work-
ing women and men, but bosses.

The textile industry provides a tell-
ing example. An article in the Oct. 11
Washington Post describes a major
textile plant which was the scene of a
vote for unionization last week, a drive
which unfortunately failed.

The Cannon plant, in Kannapolis,
N.C., was bought recently by a new
owner, multi-millionaire David Mur-
dock. His drive toward “moderniza-
tion”” and for a quick profit has already
led to 2,000 layoffs from the original
13,000 workers, short time for those
remaining and a speed-up which has
workers running 13 high-speed looms
instead of eight.

These methods are brutal to the
workers. Instead of creating jobs, the
speed-up cuts jobs. But Murdock has
enormously increased productivity.
Similar “modernization” has been
typical of developments in textiles and
has been the chief cause of the loss of
200,000 jobs since 1980.

=

istlaws would just allow textile factory
owners to charge higher prices. With
greater profits, they would gain more
capital to “modernize” their plants,
speed up the workers, and in a short
period cut even more jobs. How can
anyone argue otherwise?

Steel demand way down

The experience in the steel industry
also shows how little the question of
imports bears on the loss of jobs. Here
the mostimportant factor has been the
overall drop in the steel market in the
capitalist world due to the recessions
of 1974-75 and 1980-82, modernization
of equipment and the ongoing stagna-
tion in demand.

This lesson is hidden by the steel
industry barons who point to the
growing share of internal steel market
taken by imported steel, now up to 26%.
But U.S. steel production figures show

By Bill Del Vecchio
OCTOBER 14—While Reagan’s jets
were busy flouting international law
by hijacking an Egyptian airliner,
Reagan’s attorney general, advisor
and all around chum Edwin Meese was
busy showing his contempt for the
fundamental principles of U.S. law.

When asked why he opposed the
1966 Miranda ruling, which held that
suspects must be advised of their right
to remain silent or have a lawyer
present before police questioning,
Meese bluntly stated that suspects
don’t need to be advised of their rights,
because most of them are guilty!

“If a person is innocent of a crime,
then he is not a suspect,” Meese told a
reporter from U.S. News and World
Report.

Since one of the most basic princi-
ples of U.S. justice is supposed to be
that a person is innocent until proven
guilty, Meese’s claim that a person is
guilty just because hehas been accused

that in 1973, there were over 150 mul-
lion tons of steel produced; in 1983, the
total was below 80 million tons.

The loss in production came not so
much from a rise in total imports as
from widespread closings, especially
of older plants, and from the sharp
decline in demand for steel. This de-
cline was not restricted to the U.S., but
occurred also in Western Europe, where
20% of the production capacity was
eliminated, and even in Japan. The
only increase in productive capacity
came with new plants in countries like
south Korea, Brazil and Taiwan, most
of it financed by U.S. capital.

The severe drop in U.S. steel em-
ployment from 370,000 to 160,000 in
the 1973-83 period came 58% from the
decline in the market and 38% from the
rise in productivity, and only 4% from
the increase in imports, as was shown
in data from the American Iron and

by a cop has once again raised specu-
lation that Meese’s law degree was
obtained from one of those mail order
houses that advertises in the back of
Archie comic books.

Meese’s statement set legal experts
howling and Reaganite apologists
apologizing. One University of Michi-
gan law professor called the Attorney
General’s statement, “really incred-
ible,” adding, “If a first year law stu-
dent said this, you’d give them a
tongue-lashing.”

A spokesman for Meese’s office ad-
mitted that he was quoted correctly in
U.S. News and World™ Report, but
claimed, “That is not what he intend-
ed.”

Kid giove treatment
for corporate criminals

However, the actions-of all depart-
ments of the Reagan administration
show that Meese did say what he

Steel Institute Annual Statistical Re-
ports.

What is even more damning to steel
managementis that they have already
shown that given the financial re-
sources to improve production tech-
niques in steel, they will just as soon
find another way to make money. For
example, when U.S. Steel accumulated
vast sums through union concessions
and tax breaks, instead of building
new, advanced steel plants, they
bought Marathon Oil.

The steel directors’ goal was not to
create jobs but to increase profits. It
would remain the goal of the steel
industry owners in using any windfall
profits from protectionist laws.

Forthe U.S. working class, any fight
against imports is a diversion from
their real interests—direct demands
for jobs at home and international
solidarity with workers abroad.

Meese’s contempt of the law

intended to say.

Meese’s advice to leave yourself in
the hands of the police may be wise for
good buddies of his like the executives
of E.F. Hutton. Despite the fact that
they stole millions from their clients
and stockholders through fraud, they
escaped jail terms because of the sym-
pathetic treatment of Meese’s office.

But the same advice isn’t worth a
damn for Black and other oppressed
people. It’s been well documented that
they are consistent targets for arbi-
trary arrests, arrests that are mere
harassment and can’t hold up in court.
Should policehave a freehand tobeat,
intimidate or even fool these victims of
racism into false confessions? Meese
says yes.

By stripping away the legal and
democratic facade that U.S. capitalism
has cloaked itself in for two centuries,
Meese and Reagan are exposing the
naked, brute force thatis the real basis
for the rule of the super-rich.

—Chrysler

Continued from page 1
ments is, ‘“They owe it to us.”

Chrysler workers, 70,000-strong in
the U.S. and 10,000 in Canada, have
made tremendous sacrifices over the
last several years. They have borne
layoffs and huge wage and benefit
cuts.

Record profits

Now the company is swimming in
the money. Last year’s profits were a
record $1.9 billion, and the whole auto
industry is riding high. In fact, the
most recent figures on auto sales show
Chrysler topping both Ford and GM in
new sales. Chrysler’s top boss, Lee
Iacocca, was given a whopping $4.3
million last yearin stock options alone.

But the Chrysler workers have got-
ten nothing and instead are still be-
hind the pay and benefit scales of GM
and Ford workers. No wonder the most
popular badge being worn on the
picketlines today read, ‘“Lee got his,
we want ours!”

There are three contracts involved
and two unions. The three contracts
cover production and maintenance
workers, the skilled trades and clerical
and engineering. The two unions are
the United Auto Workers of the U.S.
and of Canada. The Canadian UAW
was forced out of the U.S.-based union
when the currentinternational leader-
ship refused to grant their right to
autonomy.

For the Canadian auto workers, one

of the big issues is parity with U.S.
workers. One of the concessions im-
posed on the workers in that country
was to make their pay the same figure
as that of U.S. workers, but in Cana-
dian dollars. Since the Canadian dol-
lar is worth about 30% less than the
U.S. dollar, this meant a pay cut. The
Canadian workers are demanding pay
equivalent to the U.S. pay scale.

Chrysler demands more concessions
For the U.S. workers, when they
learned what Chrysler was saying at
the bargaining table, a righteous rage
began to spread. The early walkouts
took place at the Jefferson Assembly
plant in Detroit, Warren Truck in War-
ren, Mich., and St. Louis Plant One.
And at Chrysler headquarters in
Highland Park, Mich., clerical and
engineering workers.blocked the free-
way entrance during the first hours of
the strike, backing up traffic for more
than six miles. The feelings are ob-
viously running strong.
- What is Chrysler offering at the
bargaining table? According to the
latest reports, management is de-
manding another concession-filled
contract. .
The company is offering three an-
nual lump sum payments instead of a
wage increase, no language on out-
sourcing (getting parts and services
from non-union plants) and a three-
year contract. In addition to wage
parity with the other auto workers, the
union is demanding a limit on out-
sourcing and a two-year contract
which would expire at the same time
as those with GM and Ford.
Initstakeaway package, Chrysleris

also demanding less pay for new hires,
“copayments” by workers for life and
health insurance, and a gutting of the
“30 and out” pension program. Chrys-
ler also wants to eliminate most job
classifications.

Chrysler has already shut down
most of the plants it had in the Black
community. The one large assembly
plant remaining in Detroit, Jefferson
Assembly, is slated to have the second
shift eliminated next year, and will
close its doors entirely by 1988, in-
formed sources told this reporter. The
company is also plotting to keep the
union out of its new engineering facil-
ity under construction in Pontiac,
Mich..

Chrysler recently moved production
of the entire Dodge Ramcharger line
from the Warren, Mich., Truck Plant to
a non-union shop in Mexico, where
weérkers are paid 50 or 60 cents an hour.
The company located its new “Lib-
erty” project in South Carolina and
has already wrested an agreement
from the UAW for lower wages, fewer
job classifications, and other conces-
sions, just as GM did with its infamous
Saturn project. -

And Chrysler just announced a joint
agreement with Mitsubishi Motors to
build the “Diamond Star” automobile
in anon-union, virtually all-white area
in central Illinois.

However, with Chrysler ringing up
record profits and the company in hot
competition for this fall’s market, the
workers are in a strong position to turn
around the downward cycle of conces-
sions that have plagued all the auto
workers and win the first significant
gains for the union in many years.

T e T TR VET DU LI I T P P LB S A T T A S I e
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CIA rewards Afghan contras for air massacre
52 civilians killed by U.S.-made rocket :

By Andy Stapyp
OCTOBER 12—Only five weeks after
Afghani counter-revolutionaries shot
a commercial airliner out of the sky
killing all aboard, the U.S. government
is preparing to give the terrorists who
did it a huge infusion in military aid,
amounting to ten times as much as
Reagan has officially obtained this
vear for his Nicaraguan contras.

In reporting the destruction or the
Bakhtar Afghan Airline domestic
flight by a United States-made ground-
to-air missile while en route from the
capital city of Kabul to the western
province of Farah and the death of all
47 passengers and five crew members,
the English news agency Reuters
wrote, “The shooting down of the air-
craft was among the more dramatic of
recent attacks by guerrillas fighting
the Government of President Babrak
Karmal.”

This sort of bland, ho-hum reporting
typifies all the news accounts of the
atrocity. The Sept. 9 New York Times
quoted a right-wing Afghani as justi-
fying the attack by saying that there
were “no civilian passengers,” but just
“party people,” and that madeit okay.

On Sept. 8 the Associated Press ran

a story quoting “a senior guerrilla
official” as calling such commercial
aircraft “a legitimate target.” All this
from a mass news media which rails
so pompously and endlessly about
travelers who are the innocent victims
of terrorism!

Needless to say, the killing of these

52 Afghani civilians was not reported

at all on the TV news, nor were there
any editorial condemnations raising
the familiar cry for a united effort by
“all civilized nations” to aid in the
capture, trial and punishment of the
criminals.

Quite the contrary. Since the mur-
derers are engaged in a U.S.-sponsored
crusade which has unleashed thou-
sands and tens of thousands of reac-
tionaries into the territory of Afghani-
stan in an undeclared war, the U.S.
must demonstrate a special show of
thanks for those brave heroes who
blasted the Bakhtar Afghan Airline
from the sky and sent its 52 passengers
into a terrifying plunge to their deaths.

$250 million earmarked
for counter-revolutionaries

And indeed, the reward for this
“dramatic”-act was soon in coming.

—Oct. 11 protests

Continued from page 5

town. Speakers at the rally included
members of the NAACP, the Syracuse
Peace Council, AFSCME and Larry
Holmes of the U.S. Out of South Africa
Network.

Rochester, N.Y.

IN a program sponsored by Students
Against Apartheid and Black Aware-
ness Coordinating Committee, about
200 attended a program at the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology. Charles
Moore and Chris Becker spoke for the
All-Peoples Congress and the Network.
Also on the program were Carlos Guz-
man of the Latin American Solidarity
Committee of RIT and Rev. Richard
Gilbert. Actions also took place at
Monroe Community College and at
Nazareth College, in Rochester.

Cornell, Ithaca
'THE Progressive Youth Network and
the Cornell Divestment Coalition held
an all-day teach-in. Two days earlier
about 50 students and community peo-
ple were arrested for trespassing when
they held a march and sit-in.

Connecticut

AT Wesleyan, in Middletown, Conn.,
130 were arrested and charged with
creating a public disturbance after
they blocked the entrance to the ad-
ministration buildings. The students
were demanding the university divest
itself of $18.5 million in investments.

At Yale, in New Haven, 400 students
rallied in front of the president’s office
and presented him with a petition
containing 3,000 signatures calling for
complete divestment of the college’s
$250 million holdings in apartheid.

Wheaton College, Norton
ABOUT 500 students gathered on Oct. i
9 to call for divestment at Wheaton
College. Speakers at the rally includ-
ed students, the college president and

| Zenzile of the U.S. Out of South Africa
Network, who with the otherg called
on students to support the ANC.

Detroit
DETROIT was privileged to receive on
the eve of Oct. 11 Toivo Ja Toivo, the
Secretary General of SWAPQ. This
great patriot and leader of the Nami-
bian struggle had spent 16 years on
Robben Island prison for his role in
the struggle to liberate Namibia. He

spoke at Wayne State University. The
following day, students from that cam-
pus marched from the student union
through the campus to General Mo-
tors’ headquarters.

Toledo, Ohio

SOME 300 students at the University
of Toledo marched and rallied on Oct.
11 both in the day and the evening.
Black and white marchers went from
International Park across the bridge
and through downtown Toledo chant-
ing, “Free Mandela, jail Botha!”

Temple University, Phila.
AT A RALLY of about 200 at Temple
University in Philadelphia, Neville
Edwards of the U.S. Out of Southern
Africa Network spoke on the need to
support the ANC.

Actions also took place in Texas,
organized statewide, and in Cleveland,
Ohio, where 600 gathered on Oct. 11 to
hear ANC representative Shuping
Coapoge and Nomonde Ngubo, the
international representative of the
United Mine Workers. The keynote talk
was by Warren Davis, UAW Region 2
Director.

On Oct. 9, the Associated Press re-
ported that the U.S. Senate and House
intelligence committees had “secretly
approved about $250 million in further
covert military aid to the rebels fight-
ing the Soviet-backed government in
Afghanistan,” including a “blowpipe
portable missile system,” with which
they can massacre more air travelers.

“Themoney,” the AP dispatch noted,
“will be funneled to the Afghan rebels
through the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy,” that great friend of freedom and
democracy. Not all the money will go
to buying missiles, however.

Some of it will be used to buy am-
munition, grenades and small arms to
murder women who have dared to
learn to read and teach others, or who
have married without their parents’
consent. Some of it will be used to kill
poor farmers who have gone along
with the government decree allowing
them to occupy their absentee land-
lords’ estates. (Back in August 1981,
the New York Times observed that the
counter-revolutionaries were “fighting
in units commanded by their land-
lords.”) And some of the aid will be
used to assassinate “party members.”

But not all the money will go to such
“noble causes.” Much of the cash will
find its way into the Swiss bank de-

posits of rebel leaders like Sayed Ah-

man Gailani and his wife Rahila.
Gailani, the former owner of the Peu-
geot auto dealership in Kabul, was
always better known in London busi-
ness circles than in his own country
until Washington selected him to lead
thefight for “a free Afghanistan.” One
virtue of Mrs. Gailani is that at least
people in her country remember her.
Rahila is the granddaughter of their
late unlamented monarch.
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Prison AIDS patients kept in squalor

~ By dJ. Marquardt
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 13—A prison
sentence in any one of California’s 12
state prisons is bad enough, but for
prisoners with AIDS or ARC (AIDS-
Related Complex) it is as good as a
death sentence.

Prisoners with AIDS/ARC are cur-
rently housed in the same isolation
ward with other inmates suffering
from serious infectious communicable
diseases, threatening the lives of the
ATIDS/ARC patients through exposure
to their weakened immune systems.

Desperate for help, several prisoners
with AIDS/ARC have written letters
from the California Medical Facility
at Vacaville Prison to local AIDS acti-
vist organizations and the gay and
lesbian press.

Vacaville continues to operate with-
out a state license and is under U.S.
Department of Justice investigation of
charges of unconstitutional confine-
ment and medical care. Despite these
and theinmates’ charges of deplorable
treatment, state officials deny all, con-
tending their policy is designed to
protect the health of all the prisoners.
Officials stated that, in the nation’s
largest prison population, 48,736, there
have been only six AIDS deaths and
there are less than a dozen current
cases in Vacaville, where all inmates
with ATDS/ARC are supposed to be
" transferred to from other state prison-
ers. But the facts about the conditions
at Vacaville and other state prisons
contradict “official” claims.

In their communication with Mobil-
ization Against AIDS-San Francisco,
which has been instrumental in bring-
ing the AIDS victims’ struggle to pub-
lic attention, prisoners with AIDS/
ARC charge they arenot only receiving:
inadequate care, but are being exposed
to potentially fatal diseases like hepa-

titis by being housed in close proximity
to other prisoners with infectious dis-
eases.

The HTLV III virus which is be-
lieved respon51b1e for AIDS severely
weakens the immune system making
the likelihood of death from infection
many times greater for the very pris-
oners who should be housed away from
instead of among other seriously ill
prisoners.

‘Feels like we're in-a
holding tank waiting to die’

One prisoner wrote: “I have to live
here until I die because of my disease,
and I want this place either shut down
or improved.” Another said: “It feels
like we’re in a holding tank waiting to
die, and the (medical) staff doesn’t
care.”

The prisoners with AIDS/ARC also
report dirty linens and filthy shower
rooms. Although each inmate on Ward
G-2is said to have his own cell, shower
facilities are shared with other sick
prisoners.

It has also been reported in local
press that some prison hospitals in
California lack written procedures for
handling infectious body fluids, soiled
linens and contaminated medical in-
struments. The special health threat

“to prisoners with AIDS/ARC is clear.

Prison AIDS/ARC patients have

"also charged the prison with complete-

ly inadequate care, having to wait
hours, sometimegs days, for medica-
tions. One inmate said that “if we’re
lucky, the doctor comes once a week.”

Corlan Keller, one of the 11 con-
firmed AIDS cases in the California
prison system, describes his struggle
against AIDS as two-fold: to beat the
disease and to getthe prison systemto
cooperate.

“They won’t use experimental drugs

becauseit’s against prison regulations,
but it’s the only chance I've got,”
adding that the prison staff offers pain
pills and other treatments he thinks
are too little, too late. Particularly
anxious to get treatment for Kaposi’s

Sarcoma, he said: “It’s taken two
weeks just to get an appointment for
radiation. All it took was a 10-minute
phone call, but it took them two weeks
to make it.”

Misdiagnoses keep AIDS statistics low

Not only are those known to have
AIDS/ARC poorly cared-for, but many
prisoners have suffered and died from
AIDS, never having been properly
diagnosed or treated. For example,
Alexandria D’Allessandro, a 27-year-
old woman prisoner from the Califor-
nia Institution for Women, died last
Aug. 20 at the Riverside General Hos-
pital.

She had persmtent mfectlons of the
throat, vagina and spinal cord which
prison officials agree are usually easily

treated, but when all three are com-
bined, the immune system should be
suspect. The prison staff failed to
diagnose and treat for AIDS and not
until she died at the outside hospital
was she declared the first female in-
mate in California to die of AIDS
complications.

Thomas Charles McGann 38 years

Iold who died this past Aug. 27 at the

California Men’s Colony (prison) in
San Luis Obispo was never confirmed
as having AIDS, but had many AIDS
symptoms: pneumonia, swollen lymph
glands and fever, in addition to an
AIDS antibody test showing he had
been exposed to the disease. And there
are many others who probably had
AIDS, but were never officially recog-
nized.

As if to compound the diagnostic
bunghng, medical records in general
are a known mess in the California
prison system. State records indicate
medical histories are frequently lost,
incomplete or inaccurate. Medical re-
ports are essential when treating any
infectious disease. A prison doctor who
does not want to be identified stated
recently, “The records are not worth
the paper they’re printed on.”

The care and treatment of the in-
mates with AIDS, some of whom are
oppressed as gays, remains a prime
concern of Dean Sandmire, Co-chair of
Mobilization Against AIDS, People
with AIDS/ARC Caucus. Not satisfied
with the state’s response to the in-
mates’ complaints, and determined to
fight for their rights, Sandmire says,
“This is not going to end here. These
people are stlll human, even if they are
serving time.”

Special concern for prisoners with
ATDS/ARC must be included in the
demands for more funds for research
agamst AIDS.

— Hijack crisis

Continued from page 7
appropriate judicial manner.

. To add insult to injury, the U.S. has
demanded that the Palestinian delega-
tion sent to investigate the incident
and escort the hijackers out of Egypt
be themselves cast in the role of crimi-
nals and be extradited to the U.S.along
with the hijackers.

It is as plain as daylight from this
alone, as with the bombing of the PL.O
headquarters in Tunis, that the U.S.
aimvis the destruction of any and all
Palestinian leaders. Indeed, the whole-
sale destruction of the resistance move-
ment is what the U.S.-Israeli axis is
aiming at.

This is what has to be understood:
that the real aim of the U.S. is to blow
the alleged murder incident all out of
proportion and create an international
crisis, in order to engineer military
intervention and promote its predatory
imperialist policy.

Yet how can the U.S. pose as a pillar
of international law and order with
any credibility when it is in the dock
before the World Court because of its
terrorist war against Nicaragua, and
when it has walked out of that body
rather than respond to the charges
against it?

U.S. fears shift in region

Of course no one should be unmind-
ful of the fact that there are very
serious differences and internal con-
flicts within the Palestinian movement
which leave it seriously threatened in
light of the machinations.of the U.S.-
Israeli axis. All the more why progres-
sive public opinion in the U.S. should
not be hoodwinked into accommodat-
ing itself to the frantic maneuvers of
the U.S.-Israeli aggressors or to pro-

moting their ends.

Rumors that Secretary of State Wein-
berger was opposed to the military
interception should be taken in the
historic context of the struggle of U.S.
imperialism against the Soviet Union.
To the extent that the rumor is true,
Weinberger is motivated not by the
desire for a more liberal, less aggres-
sive attitude toward the peoples of the
Middle East but by fear that an out-
burst of revolutionary energy, particu-

‘larly in Egypt, might influence re-

gimes like that of Mubarak and others
to normalize relations with the USSR,
if not diplomatically align themselves
in a manner similar to that of the
Nasser days.

This rumor has nothing to do with
any desire on the part of the U.S. to
achieve more normal relations all
around, but is in the context of achiev-
ing a coordinated diplomatic and mili-
tary front against the USSR in order
to deprive it of any influence in the
Middle East.

Some of the frustration felt in Wash-

ington is due to the fact that they
couldn’t draw the Soviet Union into
this incident and somehow turn the
whole thing against them. Instead, it
became an inter-imperialist struggle
that revealed the political weaknesses
in the U.S. system of alliances.
- Thehijacking and its aftermath were
the second time in the space of one
year that the U.S. has unilaterally
tried to impose its will in the Middle
East. The last time was in Lebanon
where, without consulting anybody,
the people of the area least of all, the
U.S. proclaimed it would close the
Beirut airport. No country abided by
this arrogant imposition.

It did not learn from this very in-

structive experience. Now it has em-
barked upon a military adventure with
the expectation that all the Mediter-
ranean countries, and especially the

Middle Eastern people, would abide by"

its military aggression. The Pentagon
will not learn from this experience
either.

It is only the mass of the workers
and oppressed who can assimilate the
appropriate lessons from all this and
utilize the experience to achieve an
overall socialist emancipation, not
only from imperialist military adven-
turism but from monopoly capitalism
as a whole.

Combatting chauvinism in the U.S.
How to deal with the issue from the

‘point of view of its effect here is

another matter. One may ask, isit not
more convenient to pass up the entire
incident, since it is only a fleeting
moment and sure to disappear from
the headlines within days?

But it is precisely such incidents,
such fleeting moments in a period of
long struggle that arethe acid testof a
revolutionary working class party.
Incidents like these which are sure to
occur and may even multiply have
lasting significance.

The reason lies in the fact that they
leave behind an avalanche of jingoism
and chauvinism which takes on a
cumulative effect as time goes by. This
jingoism and chauvinism are a wea-
pon in the hands of the ruling class
which it uses in a larger political and
military theater to fortify its economic,
political and diplomatic aggression
worldwide.

The ruling class exploits all human
sentiment and turnslove of home, love
of one’s own land, of one’s own country
into jingoism and chauvinism. It needs
to do this in order to fortify its class
rule over the mass of the workers and
oppressed people. It must be remem-

bered that there has never been a
reactionary war where the ruling class
has not found some vulnerable area to
exploit, an isolated incident such as
the hijacking of a ship, in order to let
loose a barrage of racist or other forms
of attack like the one on the Arab
people.

The U.S. capltahst press_extrapo-
lates that which is incidental and epi-
sodic and turns it into a cause celebre,

' while in the meantime carrying on its

.

predatory war against an oppressed
people in the Middle East and the
oppressed in this country.

There will never be a protracted war
of national liberation, such as the one
the Palestinian people have been con-
ducting for almost 40 years, without
its share of counter-productive, tragic
and senselessincidents, some of which
can only help the enemy of liberation,
but which are nevertheless part and
parcel of a long struggle whose fun-
damental cause is oppression and
super-exploitation.

The principal cause of the struggle
in the Middle East is the effort of the
U.S.to convert the Mediterranean into
a U.S. lake, to dominate all the vital
arteries, to make its military strategic
position predominant and supreme. It
tries to turn all the surrounding states
into its minions, control all the water-
ways, and garner in the fabulous
riches from the oil in order to fortify
the dominion of U.S. finance capital.

Isn’t that why they are supporting
the Israeli puppets in general, and
against the Palestiniansin particular?
Would this whole hijacking incident
have occurred in the first place if the
U.S. were not stubbornly insistent on
controlling and dominating the area?

The Palestinian revolution-will win.
It is the duty of the working class in
the United States and all progressive
humamty to aid and encourage them
in their struggle for liberation.



Boston school bus drivers

win due process on firings

By a member of
. USWA Local 8751
BOSTON, Oct. 15—After many
months of a concerted effort to bust
their union by the School Department,
two successive school superintendents,
two new bus companies (Transcom
and National School Bus) and the
courts, the 600 Boston school bus driv-
ers, members. of USWA Local 8751,
' have successfully held off an anti-
union and witch-hunting attack and
scored several victories in the process.

As this article goes to press, the
momentum built up by the unwavering
resolve of the rank-and-file drivers has
forced the School Department to agree
to a settlement which would accord
justice to the drivers and the union and
which could avert a promised strike on
Oct. 16.

The final issue in this long struggle,
during which the drivers have defeated
attempts to take away job security and
to housebreak the union through un-
fair work rules, has been the unjust
firing by the School Department of 27
drivers with ten more on the firing line
after a witch-hunt style “criminal re-
cords” check.

Attempts to whip up anti-union hysteria

The School Department illegally in-
tervened and refused to allow grie-
vance and arbitration on these firings
as required by the union’s contract
with the bus companies, thus discard-
ing the very heart of the union’s con-
tract. By creating the absurd and un-
constitutional notion of “equivalency
of conviction,” initiating a slander
campaign in the media against the
union and refusing to takeinto account
the exemplary work records of those
fired, none of whom ever committed a
crime on the job, the School Depart-
ment has attempted to create a hys-
teria in the community against the
union and force the drivers to relin-
guish their rights.

These actions by the School De-

" partment have also emboldened the
bus companies to disregard the union
contract, including paying 1984 wages,
denying seniority and bidding rights,
harassment of drivers by management
and calling in the cops to threaten
union officers distributing union ma-
terial.

The drivers, however, who have won
four wildcat strikes in the past seven
years, went on the offensive and de-
manded that justice for the drivers be
the top priority on the agenda of Bos- .
ton’s public schools. On Sept. 26, after
working for a month without a eon-
tract, they unanimously voted to walk

¢

off their jobs on Oct. 16.

In the following weeks, they distri-
buted 30,000 leaflets, which refuted
point by point the lies about the union
being perpetrated by the School De-
partment. The drivers organized many
media events, and 150 drivers packed
School Cormnmittee chambers on Oct. 8
to demonstrate their résolve to strike.

Organized in truth squads, the driv-
ers confronted Laval Wilson, the new.
school superintendent who has
threatened to PATCOize the union if
they strike and who hasled the slander
campaign against the drivers at school
forums across the city. In one face-to-
face confrontation, driver Bob Trayn-
ham publicly let it be known that
“when there is a strike on Oct. 16, the
responsibility will lie squarely on your
shoulders.”

Union demands accepted
. This organized resolve of the rank
and file finally forced the School De-

-
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Boston bus drivers in struggle against Shl Co
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mittee last spring.

partment, in a position of growing
weakness, to call in a state mediator
just two working days before the strike
was to begin. The union presented
them with alist of demands that would
provide justice, due process and com-
pensation for all the fired drivers.

Fearful of a strike which would cost
them hundreds of thousands of dollars,
the School Department was forced to
accept these demands and to finalize
the rest of the union’s contract on Oct.
15, just one day before the strike dead-
line. To guarantee that this type of
witchhunt will never happen again,
binding arbitration for all future cases
has been agreed to in the union’s
contract and in a signed side-agree-
ment with the School Department.

In this period of rabidly anti-union
policies in Washington and concession
bargaining in industries across the
country, management everywhere
from the Bath Iron Works to Wheeling-
Pittsburgh Steel to the Boston School
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Department is taking the green light
from Reagan and his corporate allies
to go on a union-busting frenzy. In
Boston, however, their plans have met
with absolute failure at the hands of a _
small but organized and determined
local union of bus drivers.

In the past six months of having to
fight for even the very existence of
their union, the Boston school bus

_drivers have strengthened their union

immensely, winning job security for all

future bus contracts, protected wages

and working conditions for the next

two years and justice not only for the .
fired drivers but for every union mem-

ber as well. Their victory is thus a

victory for all unions in the struggle

against union-busting, and the drivers

continue to stand ready to defend their

rights and their union. Most impor-

tantly, this struggle has developed a
unity within Local 8751 and a solidar-

ity with the community that can’t be

measured in dollars and cents.






