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The pictures above left and directly above are of the 80,000 strong student demonstration held in
Mexico City on August 30. The picture on the lower left shows workers and students fleeing from tear
gas and rifle fire the day before when they attempted to storm the jailhouse. See story below.

YS WRITER IMPRISONED:

150,000 Mexican Students March; Face B

(This is an on the spot eye-witness account of the latest
demonstration of students in Mexico City on September 6. Il is
written by a socialist youth who is a member of the Gran
Comision (University of Mexico student executive committee)
and was arrested and imprisoned for leading a demonstration
of 150,000 students and workers. Following this is a diary of
a young American which gives an account of the events lead-
ing up to the September 6 demonstration. Comrade Lanyg
was wounded in the leg with « tear gas shell while getling

this story and the pictures abo

oy Felipe Galvan

MEXICO CITY — Once again
we were marching—teachers, stu-
dents, and workers. The teachers,
led by Oton Salazar, were fight-
jng for a union that would repre-
sent their own interests, against
the stooges who run the union in
the interests of the government.

As we started to march, we
learned that the police had just
arrested-Oton Salazar. The gran-
aderos (riot police) began to form
around us. On the avenue where
the tourists buy '‘curios” and stay
in luxurious hotels. the tear gas
bombs began to fall. The grana-
deros dispersed us, but several
blocks further on we reorganized
the march.

More tear gas. We threw the
bombs back—the police didn’t
have masks. Several fell dead. An
old man who had been among the
onlookers picked up a banner that
had fallen and joined our march.
Several students captured a bus
and sent it wild against the gran-
aderos. A student fell on the
ground in convulsions after being
hit on the head by a rifle butt.

Women, in many places, were
taking the lead, throwing stones
and urging onlookers to join them.
People in offices above the street
began throwing broken glass and
shooting at the granaderos. Many
of us then went to the railway
station to get the railway workers
to join us. The granaderos arrived,
but had to retreat under a bar-
rage of stones. The studenis at
the Polytechnic are waiting now
with rifles and coctels.

ve for the ¥S.)
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THE BEGINNING
We know that this is only the
beginningz of the repression by the
Government against the student
and worker’s movement which be-
gan with a series of strikes last

February and which came to a
head in the recent student led
demonstrations against a rise in
the bus fare. Hundreds have been
arrested, including several army
officers who joined us and shot
at the police. As yet we have no
knowledge of the number wound-
ed. The police have hidden the
dead.

We are not defeated. The teach-
ers are already on strike. The rail-
way and petroleum workers with-
in a matter of days will probably
go on strike. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people who before were
not interestd in ‘“politics,” after
having their -children tear gassed
and in several cases shot at, are
with us now. Most important of

all there’s talk of a general strike.

Just before the above describ-
ed demonstraticn on Septer\nber 6,
we held 400 buses at University
City, where the police are not al-
lowed to enter. The members of
the Gran Comision( Student Ex-
ecutive Committee), including my-
self, interviewed the President. He
promised that the troops would
be withdrawn from the Polytech-
nic Institute and from around the
University as soon as there was
calm and that the raise in bus
fares wouid be suspended. We an-
swered tnat the troops were re-
sponsible for the atmosphere at
Poly and the University, and that

the only way to achieve calm
would be to withdraw the troops.
The students voted -overwhelm-
ingly not to accept the Govern-
ment’s oroposals.

After the voting most of the 50
members of the Gran Comision
went home to change their cloth-
ing and eat. Just three members
were left, all members of the right
wing of ihe student organization.
Secretly in conjunction with the
police, without the authorization
of anyone, they handed over the
buses. The rumor is that they were
bribed with a fabulous amount of
money. The students have beaten
up two of the three, and are look-

ullets, Gas

ing for the third. It was this situ-
ation that lead to the demonstra-
tion of September 6th.

We in the Juventud Socialista
de Mexico (Socialist Youth of
Mexico) are in the middle of the
fight. Whether or not the govern-
ment decides on a military dicta-
torship or decides to retreat, we
know the people are with us. And
that means we can’'t be defeated.

by Jerry Lang
MEXICO CITY—Tear gas and
machine-gun fire in Mexico’s mod-
ern downtown streets forced the
world’s attention on this country
last week. Following a hard-

(Continued on Page 3)

dolph and Jackie Robinson.

Other signs of opposition by
youth, white and Negro, to the
so far successful attempts of Fau-
bus and Company to stall the in-
tegration of schools is beginning
to be noticed throughout the coun-
try.

| NYC: A New Party Emerges

by James Lambrecht

NEW YORK-—Election politics
have the same stature with many
young people as bootlegging had
a generation ago. Except for oc-
casional political St. Valentine's
Day Massacres we tolerate them
as petty, uninteresting farces af-
fecting our lives not at all. Seri-
ous politics, attracting our seri-~
ous thought, deal with those ter-
rifying symptoms of international

crisis that crowd the daily press.
Beside these, the tiny machina-
tions at Tammany have an almost

comprehensible human capacity
however evil.
But socialists running in the

November New York state elec-
tions on the Independent-Social-
ist ticket reject this attitude, They
hold that <high pelitics” in
Washington — decisions on cold
(Continued on Page 3)
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ACTION PLANNED ON LITTLE ROCK CRISIS:

- Youth March for Integration

by Martha Curti
With the integration of schools stymied in Little Rock and Vir-
ginia, a mass march of youth on Washington is being planned for
Saturday, October 11. The march is being sponsored by a committee
headed by Martin Luther King, Mrs. Ralph Bunche, A. Philip Ran-

A group of whife Southern dele-
gates to the recent convention of
the National Student Association
voted 33-1 for a resolution con-
demning school segregation.

“Though we are proud of the
Southern community’s way of
life,” the resolution said, “we do
not feel that a system that de-
nies equal opportunity to some
Southern citizens is either nec-
essary or desirable as part of that
way of life.”

In the border states of Okla-
homa and Kansas, young Negroes
are conducting ‘“sit-in" strikes to
gain service at eating places dis-
criminating against Negroes. In
Oklahoma City, youths from six to
17 years of age have won service
at at least two lunch counters:
and ave working on a third. In|
Wichita, Kansas, a two-day sit-
down campaign opened the lunch |
counters of an entire drugsiore

chain to Negro citizens. The cam-
paigns are sponsored by local
Youth Councils of the NAACP.
RACISM IN NEW YORK
As school opened in New York
City 21 Negro pupils stayed home
to protest the de facto segrega-
tion existing in this “liberal”
Northern city. This segregation
operates by a school zoning sys-
tem similar to the notorious pu-
pil-placement system of Virginia.
There are indications that if
students were left to themselves,
integration would be no problem.
This opinion was expressed last
year by several Little Rock stu-
dents, both colored and white,
This year, white high school stu-
dents at Arlington, Va., a suburb
of Washington, D.C., were asked
on a TV interview, “How would
you feel if your school had opened
on an integrated basis?” The ma-
jority of students said they would
accept it and would try to be nice
to the Negro students. One girl
said, “I would welcome integra-
tion, and I think most of my
friends feel the same way.”
(Continued on Pazge 2)
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REJECT YS UNITY BID:

Right Wing Socialist Youth Unite

by Allen Taplin
NEW YORK-—The Young People’s Socialist League (YPSL) and
the Young Socialist Leugue (YSL) merged into a single organization
in their joint convention held in New York the weekend of Aug. 30-
31. Tha YPSL is the official youth affiliate of the Norman Thomas

Socialist Party-Social Demderatic

the fraternal youth affiliate of Max Shuchtman’s
®

ist League (ISL).

The new organzation will be !

called “The YPSL” — although
three-fourths of its membership
will come from the now dissolving
YSL—and will function under the
rules and discipline of the Consti-
tution of the SP-SDF. Formal un-
ity will be held up until the ISL
dissolves =nd ils members are al-
lowed to individually join the SP-
SDF,

Hizgh Dot of the couvention
was a spirited debate over adop-
tion of a programmatic statement
for the new organization. Over the
opposition of a left-wing minority,
largely within the YPSL, the youth
group adopted as its platform
“The Aims and Tasks of Demo-
cratic Socialism.” This is the basic
programmatic document of the
Socialist (Second! International.

The main protests of the min-
ority were directed towards the
document’s advocacy of “collec-
tive security’” by the capitalist na-
tions, and its statement that “. ..
democracy has the right and duty
to protect itself against those who
exploit its opportunities only in
order to destroy it.” This was cri-
ticized as akin to the Smith Act
thought-control law.

£ Prior to the convention, on Aug. |

3, the YOUNG SOCIALIST Edi-
torial Board had addressed a let-
ter to the two social-democratic
youth orzanizations urging discus-
sions of possible unity or joint so-
cialist activities. The letter said
in part:

“The YO UNG SOCIALIST,
Ameriea’s only nationwide social-
ist youth newspaper, its support-
ers, and some 15 youth clubs
throughout the country to which
it gives expression, have from their
very birth sought to unify all so-
cialist youth into a common or-
ganization. We stand at this mo-
ment, as we have from our very
inception, for the unity of the
Young Socialist League,
Peopies Socialist League, the sup-
porters of the Young Socialist, in-
dependents and former members
of the Labor Youth League into
ene organization. ‘

“We stand ready at this time to
enter inte immediate negotiations
with the YSL and YPSL as a
meove toward thiz end. We speci-
fically ask the YSL and YPSL lo
enter inio negotiations with us

prior io faking any final steps on.

Yemth P!an_ Maa;ch onlW:slﬁngtbn for _I_ntegra_til_nn .

their own merger. We, on our
part, desire such negotiations in
order to clarify the situation in
the youth field prior to the hold-
ing of our National Conference in
December.

“Should it be impossible at this
time to bring about the organic
unity of all socialist youth, it still
may be possible for the different
yvouth organizations, publications
and local youth groups to work
together con those issues where
there is agreement, We favor a
wnited front of all soecialist and
weorking-class youth, including
young members of the Communist
Party as well as any other party,
in order to advance the struggle
for peace, for integration, for civil
tiberties and for socialism in our
own country. We seek a formal
statement from the YSL and the
YPSIL: as to their willingness to so
cooperate with other young so-
cialists and workers.”

The Board also asked the two
organizations for their views on
the SP-SDF leaders’ statement
characterizing the YOUNG SO-
CIALIST as having ‘no greater

Pederation (SP-SDF); the YSL is
Independent-Social-
i claim to the name ‘socialist’ than
i the Com=otunist Party or the Na-
tional  Socialists of Germany.”
(see YS No. 11) And it asked for
discussions on the issue of united
clectoral «ctivity in opposition to
the two maler capitalist partiss.

in this letter. It concerns your
conception of an *independent”
youth organization. In recent
times we have become more con-
vinced than ever of the rightness
of linking the perspectives for
vouth unity with those for adult
regroupment. Thus, we are pre-
paring to hold a convention for
the purpese of forming the largest
organization of democratic social-
ist youth seen in this countiry for
a decade, one which will be af-
liated to the Socialist Party-So-
cial Democratic Federation,

Young Socialist

Tim Wohlforth, Managing Editor
) Allen Taplin, Business Manager
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This last point was particularly
timely a4 the United Independent-
Socialist, Party (see story pg. 1)
was just entering a petition cam-
paien to «ct on the ballot in New
York Stace.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST lst-
ter was answered on Aug. 22 by
Eldon Clingan and Michael Har-
rington, the respective National
Secretary ond Chairman of the
YPSL and YSL. Their answer did
not make a single mention of thz
SP-SDF  statement nor of their
attitude toward united socialist
electoral activity. On the question
of youth unity and independence
they rejected the offer to havz
discussions with the ¥S and had
the following to say:

“On one point, however, we
would like to restate our attitude

“On practical grounds, too, we
reject the notion of youth inde-

dgifficult it is to mwaintain a youth
organization, The YSL has said
helfore and repeats new, that the
YSE’s very existence has Dbeen
made possible only because of the
fraternal aid of the ISL; the
YPSL 5. of course, affiliated lo
the SP-SDF.-

“Our cemmon nerspective, we
feel, is new being vindicated. We
will soon go forward as an in-
tegral part of a nationwide growth
of democratic socialism under the
banner of the SP-SDF. So far,
every indication which you have
given is in opposition to these
basi¢ notions. For this reason, we
se¢ no possibility of fruitful dis-
cussions at this time.”

YS Launches Expansion Drive

Organization has begun in local areas throughout the country
for the YOUNG SOCIALIST’s first nationwide barnstorming tour.
The tour starts in Los Angeles on Sept. 20.

Tim Wohlforth, editor of the YS, will tour the West Coast from
San Diego to Vancouver until October 15, He will visit Denver,
Colorado and the Twin Cities and then begin an extensive tour to
the Mid West. After visiting such areas as Madison, Chicago,
Michigan, Ohio, Toronto and Montreal in Cunada, Wohlforth will
start the East Coast lap of his tour with extensive meetings in the
Boston area. From there he will tour the Coast down to Baltimore
and return to the New York area around Dec. 7. )

Along with the tour the YS is planning a subscription and sales
drive to expand the paper into new areas and Lo reach ncw readers
in areas where the paper is already sold. Alongside this sub drive
the YS is initiating a special $1,200 expansion fund drive for the
period of Sept. 15 to Dec. 15, and in laying plans for an addi-
tional drive to raise 31,200 next Spring.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST is taking a major organizational
step to strengthen the publication and to give a firm basis for ex-
panding the socialist youth movement in this country by establish-
ing a YS “Supporter” system. The YS is issuing supporter cards to
the hundreds of young people throughout the country who have
been actively promoting the paper and fostering unity among so-
cialist youth. A YS supporter will receive communications and dis-
cussion material and will have a voice in the activities of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST, The supporter will be expected to pledge a
minimum of 50 cents a month to the support of the paper.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST hopes that through this expanded
level of activity it will be able to further the regroupment of mil-
itant socialist youth into a new movement open to all young so-
cialists in.this country.

(Continued from Page 1) with speced and authority or
As in Liitle Rock and Van Bu- | whether the legal battle to go on
ren, Ark. jt is a small minority at length in the state courts be-
i of studenis who actively resist in- | fore stepping in.
| tegration. At Van Buren H.S, Since the 1954 Supreme Court
| which was integrated last year, a | decision barring jimcrow schools,
| small baad of segregationist stu- | integration has proceeded at a
dents threatened a strike,-burned  slower rcte each year, until this
a Negro in effigy, and succeeded | year it is almost at a standstill,
in keepiag the Negroes out of| and indeed in some places it has
school. A teacher at’the school, | gone into reverse.
speaking of her sludents, said, The number of school districts
“These are nice kids, and the | integrated in the first two years
troublemakers outside get all the | after the decision was 450. Last
publicity.” year it was just 67; this year the
LITTLE ROCK number is expected to drop
The Listle Rock cass, a world- | sharply. And most of the new dis-
wide symbol of American “democ- | tricts to be integrated this year
racy,” has evolved into a complex | will be as a result of earlier plans
legal tangle. As the YS goes to| for expansion. Indeed, in such
press the Supreme Cowt has rul-| places as North Little Rock and
ed against any delay in integra-| Van Buren, Ark., plans already
tion at Central High. However | made for integration have been
Faubus has answered by closing | called off as a result of the Little
the schools and preparing to open | Rock setback. .
them again on a private basis. The government, in the form
The world is now waiting to see cthe House ‘*‘Un-American”
if the U.S. Government will act

of

pendence, We know full well how |

|

|
|

|

Matsu and You

With {his issue the YOUNG SO-
CIALIST cnters its second year of
publicaticn. For the fourth time
since we began publication in Sep-

ember of 1957 the YS is forced |

to speak out against the “brink-
manship” of our government and
in support of the colonial peo-
ples.

Our Dceember
an article by Shane Mage in de-
fense of Syria which was faced
with the threat of war from the
U.S. puppet government in Tur-
key and U.S.
March issue contained a front
page editorial attacking U.S. sup-
port to the French war against the
Algerian people. This time world
attention was brought to North
Africa by the bombing of Sakiet,
a town in Tunisia, by the French
with U.S. made bombers.

Our August issue demanded
“Send GI's Home from Middle-
East” protesting U.S. troops in
Lebanon.

Today American ships are es-
corting boatloads of U.S. made
supplies to several islands less
than 3 miles off the coast of
China to help the dictator Chiang
Kai-Chek *“defend” himself. The
latest revorts indicate that U.S.
planes are flying well within the
3 mile limit to cover the landing
operation and that American “ad-
visors” are on the actual landing
craft.

issue featured !

intervention. Our |

We must demand of our gov-
ernment: withdraw the Seventh
Fleet. Let Chiang Kai-Chek fend
for himse!lf, Stop brandishing
guns. planes and ships three miles
off the mainland of Communist
China. Quemoy is no more neces-
sary for the “defense’ of the U.S.
than Lonz Island is for the de-
fense of the Soviet Union.

The N.Y. Times reported recent-
ly. on the basis of a nationwide
curvey of public opinion, that
“hardly anvone expressed the view
that the offshore islands, or even
Taiwan, were vital to United
States interests.” It reports one
Columbia University student as
saying: “I don't think any Amer-
ican wants to die redeeming
Dulles’ pledges.”

In addition to protesting once
again the Government’s ‘“brink-
manship” it is time young people
began thinking about why in one
year we have approached the
brink so many times? Could it be
that something basically is wrong?
Could it bz that the socialists are’
right in saying that America’s
foreign policy is imperialistic and
in pointing to the capitalist sys-
tem as the source of. the imperial-
istic drive of our government?

In the coming school year more
and more students will be asking
themselves these questions. It wilt
be the task of the YS to help to

‘offer some answers.

Students for S_anity

Just before the school term be-
gan students from campuses‘
throughout the countrv came to-
gether for the first national meet-
ing of Student Committees for a
Sane Nuclear Policy. These stu- |
dents mapped out together a pro-
gram to combat the nuclear mad-
ness in the world and to inform
the student public of the dangers
of continued nuclear testing.

Students on the Eastern seaboard
are planning a “Youth March for

of Southern Democrats, is pro-
cecding also to witchhunt most of
the militant fighters for integra-
tion in the South, white and col-
ored. It considers these people to
be a great threat to our security.

But Faubus and Company, who
are openly plofting to subvert and
undermine the nation’s govern-
ment, who are endangering not
only the education, but the actual
lives of innocent Negro students,
who are shamelessly instigating
rebellion against peace and jus-
tice—do these people merit the
attention of this “investigating”
commitiee? It seems not; it scems
that these activities are quite
“American” and constitute no
danger to our “internal security.”

For the Negro people and their
friends among the whites t0 mere-
ly sit by and wait for the govern-
ment to step in and enforce school
integration would be futile and
utopian. It is clear that the US.
Government Is far more ¢oncern-

Committee, under tha leadership | ed with “Freedom” in Lehanon or

Integration” early in October (sez
page 1). A large number of stu-
dents from high schools and col-
leges—Negro and white—are plan-
ning to participate.

These two actions are signs

| that larger sections of young peo-

ple in this country are beginning
to wake up and to act—for san-
ity. It is hoped that both the
student SANE committees and
the youth march for integration
will be successful in the coming
year, |

\

L] u
Quemoy than in the South.

Further, to simply rely on legal
action to cnforce integration is
likewise utopian. Four years of
legal battle following the Supreme
Court decision have proved fruif-
less in brinzing about integration
for the bulk of Negro students in
the South.

The only way to enforce ints-
gration is by the militant action
of the Negro people themselves.
The announcement of a “Youth
March for Integrated Schools” by
a group of prominent Negro lead-
ers is a sign that many Negroes
are becoming aware of the neces-
sity to act in their own interests.

It is inecessary for all young
people in the Eastern part of the
United States who really wish to
contribute to the integration of
schools to plan to march together
on October 11, The eyes of the
whole world will be watching
America’s youth to see if they
care enough for democracy {o sse
that it is practiced at home.
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British MP Tells About Labor Youth

an interview

{The following is an interview with Harold Davies, left-wing
Labor Member of the British Parliament, conducted by YS editor
Tim Wohlforth. The interview was held at the Young Socialist
Alliance Hall in New York City just prior to Comrade Davies’
national tour. Davies is « leader of the Victory for Socialism group

within the Labor Party and very
test campaign in England.)

You have a very nice hall
here. It’s about the size of the
coffee shop we have just set up
on Carlisle St. (London). It is a
new meeting place for young
people around the Universities
and Left Review. One of the
leftwing publishers in England
is donating a wholce library to
the new center. |

Q. What is the jpresent staie
of the Labor Purin youth mowve-
ment?

A. In the past the Labor Parly
leadership has tendod to fear the
youth. It’s been like an old lady
with her skirts way down below
her ankles. What if the youtlh
occasionally send in an ultra-left-
ist resolution or something? If a
person isn’t radicai when he is
young, what will he be like at
70?7 Presently the l.abor Party
youth support isn't a tenth what
it should be.

Q. Have vou mnoticed any
changes recently wmony Britein’s
youth that wmight point to a
brighter picture for the fulure?

A. Youth seem to be asking
more guestions— inquiring more.
The Party should give these
young people more headroom to
function. The Victory for So-
cialism group is consciously sup-
porting a policy of encouraging
youth support to the Labor
Party. Young people have played
a very active role in the various

]
150,000 Mexican
(Continued from Page 1)

fought and victorious teacher’s
strike in May and a long railroad
strike in the summer, tension in
the capital rose to.a high pitch
with the student-led movement
against the bus monopolies. This
movement, triggered by the fare
increases of August 20, and join-
ed by the simultaneous oil work-
ers’ strike has shattered six years
of relative tranguility.

Bus “kidnapping” brought the
students’ protests against fare in-
creases to public attention. A sal-
ary increase of 5 pesos (40 cents)
a day was the justification for a
5 centavo fare raise. from original |
30 and 20 centavo fares on first
and second class buses. In the first
days of the movement fightingl
broke out between students and
bus drivers, the result of efforts
by the press and the Alianza de
Camioneros (bus owners) to turn
the drivers against the students.

On Saturday, August 23, crowds |
of students in confiscated buses
gathered in the Zocolo, the main
plaza in front of the National
Palace, to present their petition
to the government and the pub-
lic. They called for a revocation
of the fare increases, wage increas-
es for the drivers, and municipali-
zation of the urban bus lines. Uru-
churtu, mayor of Mexico City, was
conecentrating police and troops
neur the University. as by after-
noon the entire southern half of
the city was without bus service.

The rector of tiie University,
Nabor Carrillo, gave powerful
support to the students when hel
told President Cortines he would !
resign if troops entered the auton-
omous, and privileged grounds of
the University City. Carrillo, who
is the brother of the Secretary of
the Treasury, urged the students
to act peaceably and without be-
coming invoived with agitators.

STUDENTS, POLICE CLASH

During the week the tension

©-

rose as the first student-police

active in the recent anti-H-Bomb

anti-nuclear test demonstrations
we held recently.

@. How was youth support in
previons times?

A. Of course masses ot youih
were around us in the thirties.
Just after world War Il we

HAROLD DAVIES, M.P,

reached our peak strength
among youth. The young soldier
returning home played a major
role in bringing Labor to power
in 1945, Since then our strength
among youth has been dwin-

dling. The Conservatives have
a bigger youth following but

their's is largely social. They
have more money than we t{o
provide for enlertainment and
dances.

Q. What do you think of the
present drive toward a third
world War?

A. This business of making
war every 20 years must stop.
Our enemies of the last war be-
come our allies in the next war.
Japan has changed from being a
bunch of “yellow dogs’™” to our
new ‘‘Defenders of Democracy”
in Asia. The men and women of
the world must learn to work
together and to live together in
ceace. In order to promote peace

we need a new united demo-
cratic socialist left.
Q. Want is the purpose of |

your touwr throughou! the United
States and Canada?

A. I hope to promote friend-
ship between the left-wing dem-
ocratic left in this country and
the British trade union and left-
wing movement. I hope to learn
somelhing about this country in
the process and possibly give
some information on develop-
ments in Britain.

Q. What do you think young
people can do to help out in the
present world situation?

A. T hope the young people of
America“®can meet and learn to
know the young people of Europe
and other parts of the world. I
hope that they can learn to work
together as you around the
YOUNG SOCIALIST seemed to
have learned even though they
may have differences on many

(Contihukd from Page 1)

wars, hydrogen bombs, revolu-
tions and counter-revolutions—
are a3 closely linked to the ma-
chine wars of New York state as
are the machines themselves to
the “rotten wards” of each
city. Woe to the federal of-
ficials, including presidents, who
ignore their party: that dirty lit¢-
tle world contains their only so-
cial roots and they would perish
without it.

Nervously fingering their draft
cards, maany students and young
workers while agrceing with this
picture point to the Imminent
danger of war. Why start now,

A New Party Emerges . . .

be—but why gamble for high
stakes with such terrible odds?

Pressures from within the ma-
chines rather than against them
can be handled in many ways, all
of them benefiting the machine
itself. For those who support one
machine as the lesser evil but
fight to reform it, the political
boss can always point to the dan-
ger of victory of the greater evil,
the other machine, and demand
“unity.” Expulsions that deepen
the apathy of the rank and file
are another method, and the ma-
chines grow on apathy.

The Liberal Party of New York,
nominally independent of both

they ask? Political machines have
net chathgzed since the Muckrakers
described them fifty years ago.
Isn’t is more realistic to fight to
put the vest machine men in of-
fice—and in that way stall the
war? And in any case why use the
scare world “sceialism?” Why lose
votes?
THE RECORD

Supporters of the Independent- |
Socialist ticket are all for real-
ism. The urgency of the present
var crisis demands more, not less,
realism gabout the record—and
that record shows a perfect score
for both major machines on the
war question. Even when the
Democrat, Truman, felt real pres-
sure in 1948 from the Progressive
Party he refused to make even
demogogic concessions on that one
point. And in '50 he launrhed the
Korean police action. Eisenhower,
the Republican, has brought us
to the brink- so often that new
ventures scarcely make the front
pages. On the record the only sane
hope for stopping war lies in the
defeat of both machines. Maybe

important questions.

“this time"” will be different? May-

Students March;
?
clashes occurred Monday morn-
ing. On Tuesday, August 26, the
Presidential Secretary, Benito
Coquet, received 8 members of the
Gran Comision Estudiantal (stu-
dent executive committee), ac-
cepted their petition and promised
a reply within 24 hours. That af-
ternoon the militant secretary of
the railroad workers, Demetrio
Vallejo, pledged his support to the
movement and offered 3,000
marchers for the demonstration
plannad for that evening.

More than 110,000 students and
sympathizers marched in a torch-
lizht parade that evening from
the Monument {0 the Revolution
down Avcnida Juarez to the Lat- |
ino-America skyscraper downtown. |

In spite of this the Przasident’s
reply on Wednesday promised
only a temporary revocation of
fare increases and did not answer
the other pcints of the petition. |
The students met in assembly in
University City, by now resem-
bling an army camp with posted‘I
guards, loud speakers, and hun-
dreds of captured buses, to dis-
cuss the President’s answer. They
deciden to continue the movement
until all ¢heir requests were dealt
with.

POLICE USE TEAR GAS

On Thursday tension rose to a
peak as police used tear gas to
break up the picket lines of the
oil workers at the Pemex build-
ing (Peiroleos Mexicanos, the na-
tionalized oil industry). Locals 34
and 35, led by insurgents Carlos
Castillo and Ignacio Hernandez,
were on the second day of a pro-
test strike against the bureaucra-
tic leadership of Ferando Labas- |
tida and Antonio Ardilla. Seventy |
union members spear-headed the
strike with a sit-down hunger
strike because “we have a hunger
for justice.”

¥rinay the rioting reached a cli-
max. Beginning at the Pemex
building, just two blocks from the
witra-fashionable tourist center

Face Bullets, Gas . . .

Hotel Del Prado, it spread to other
parts of the city. Security police,
federal troops, and firemen an-
swered the rocks of the crowds

Felipe Galvan addresses 150,-
students and workers at a re-
cent Mexico City demonstra-
tion.

with {ear gas and water hoses and
cleared the streets, block by block. !
A quarter mile west 2 more seri-
ous event occured after oil work-
ers and students gathered around
the Monument to the Revolution |
to hear speakers on top of a cap-
tured bus. The crowd decided to
storm the Procuraduria (court
and jail) on the south side of the
plaza, to free students just led
off by the police. Rocks and a bat-
tering ram terrified the police
within causing General Topete to
order his men to fire. Pisiol and
machine-gun fire killed four work-
ers and wounded others.

The crowd and the police en-
gaged in 5 see-saw battle for the
plaza as other groups threw stones
through police car windshields,
overturncd police booths in the
Buenevista railroad station, and
did other damage. It was not un-

til late in the afternoon that the
volice, aided by a thundershower,

restored order in the streets.
STUDENTS FIRM

That evening the students met
in assermbly again and planned a
demonstration for the next day.
The students re-affirmed their
original program and called for
the freeing of all students held as
political prisoners and the with- |
drawal of the army from the vi-
cinity of the universities and its
two-year occupation of the Poly-
technic.

Eighty thousand students and
workers assembled in the Moniu-
ment area Saturday morning,
August 30, for the march across
town to the Zocoldé. The well-or-
ganized and smoothly-run demon-
stration was led by the school of
political and social science, fol-
lowed by the school of economics
and the others in order. One ur-
ban bus driver’s union was rcepre-
sented with 100 members. To-
gether with spectators, an esti-
mated 115,000 jammed the Zocolo
to hear the student speakers and

| a reading of the President’s mes-

sage issued that morning,

Cortines’ reply agreed to raise
bhus drivers’ wages, remove the
troops from the universities, and
free the jailed students.

As the oil workers’ strike was
evidently settled by an agreement;|
to hold extraordinary union elec-
tions in the affected locals on Sep-
tember 17, Sunday was quiet and
calm and the public awaited the
annual State of the Nation speech .
Cortines was to deliver on Sep-
tember 1, Monday.

CORTINES HITS WORKERS

Cortines then shocked the lib-
eral pubiic by implying in his
speech that thes workers and stu-
dent's rnovement had been irre-
sponsible and against the general
interest. That evening the police
arrested groups of students found
on the streets, and no move had
been mades to fulfill any of the
promises Cortines had made on

Saturday.

parties. fights “on the issues,”
avoids the more profound eriti-
cisms of the socialists and winds
up like any Democrat ward work-
er fruitlesslv applying “pressure
from within.” The truth of this
was carved in solid marble after
the Demuocratic convention when
the Liberals nominated every sin-
gle major candidate on the Demo-
cratic slate. Even Frank Hogan,
state Attorney General and
straneely cnough ‘the Senatorial
choice of the crime-ridden De-
Sapio machine, was finally ac-
cepted by the Liberals. Why? Fear
of Repubiican victory.

THE RULERS

Only the socialists have the
courage to stand apart from and
fight against this political system.
They see that the city wards
whose corruption is legend in
America rule the Washington tops,
and are in turn ruled by the so-
cial status quo, a—n»ecessaJ‘y pre-
condition for petty politics and
crime. But the social status quo
itself is the product of ruler and
ruled, basically the power of big
business over working people.

Students and youth of all oc-
cupations, as the panic-stricken
invasion of Lebanon showed, our
future is in the hands of mer
terrified and infuriated by every
step of the colonial people toward
national fredom. And the colon-
ial people will not be stopped,
thourh our “leaders” send us to
die fighting them. Who of the
two major parties has dared speak
out against this? Corliss Lamont,
I-SP candidate for U.S. Senator,
recently issued this statement: “Y
challenge Frank Hogan (Demoerat
Senaterial candidate) and Ken-
neth B. Keating the Republican
neminee for Senator, to condemn
as I have the reckless U.S. mili-
tary intervention in Lebanon; and
come out flatly, as I have, for a
halt to U.S. nuclear bomb tests
and the total abolition of nuclear
weapons.”

Woard politics, by and large, arz
the affairs of old men. Youth are -
attracted bv the clear-cut, and in
nalitics a wide-onen attack on in-
justice is the only program that
fills thai bill. Targets for the
draft, without job seniority or
skills in a shrinking Jabor mar-
ket, it is no wonder that young
people are already indicating
their support for the Independent-
Socialist ticket. “A vote for the
I-SP will be a vote against the
political zang-up on labor,” said
John T. McManus, candidate for
Governor. “It will be a vote for
independent political action.”

The Independent-Socialist Party
is not “just another” socialist
party. It is the result of the un-
ity of many different socialist
groupings, including the Ameri-
can Labor Party, Socialist Work-
ers Party, some members of the
Communist Party and Socialist
Party-Social Democratic IFedera-
tion; plus socialist youth especially
those around the Young Socialist
Alliance. These various groups
saw the need for pooling. their
strength as the world crisis pro-
duced explosion on explosion and
nothing but panic in the ruiing
circles resulted.

>
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‘Capitalism’s Record Made Me a Socialist’

¢ by Peter Allan

“Why don't you go back to Rus-
sia?” shricked an old lady from
her Cadillac as she drove quickly
past while I was selling copies of
the YOUNG SOCIALIST near the
UCLA campus. She hastily rolled
up her window and vanished down
the street before 1 could engage
her in a discussion over where
she could go back to.

Yet I had the feeling that her
prejudice against socialists and so-
cialism as being “foreign” to
America was already beginning to
disappear among most Americans.
That same morning, scores of stu-
dents on their way to class rolled
their car windows down to buy
my paper and many asked me why
I believed in socialism and what
kind of a socialist 1 was.

While there are a lot of reasons
for this new interest in socialist
ideas on the campus, I think that
the intensified activities openly in
behalf of socialism by many stu-
derits, workers, and professional
people all over the country have
helped to dispel G(he notion that
socialism is a erackpot importation
by outlandish foreigners. A wider,
more serious hearing for a social-
ist program than ever before has
been ‘gained. I am therefore very
glad to have a chance to answer
these questions in this article, al-
though space requires exireme
brevity.

CAPITALISM'S RECORD

It was the record of capitalism
which made me a socialist. While
that record currently . plays a
marching tune of armaments
prosperity, the sour notes of re-
cession and foreign military ad-
ventures promise one day to turn
into such unbearable discord that
everyone will demand an end to
it.

With the callousness acquired
from being immersed in a violent
world, most of us can look casu-
ally back at the events of the past
fifty years without blinking.

‘Yet think of it! In this short

\\%paw of time, tens of millions of

Tfiuman beings have been slaugh-
tered and maimed in the two
bloodiest wars of all time, capi-
talist wars riot started by evil-
sninded Russians. In  addition,
consider the countless *small
wars,” ‘police actions,” and col-
onial repressions, world - wide
Qepressions in the midst of plenty
with mass unemployment and
starvation while millions of tons
of food are destroyed; fascist dic-
tatorships financed by the corpo-
rations and banks as a last-ditch
attempt to preserve capitalism;
racism and denial of elementary
human rizhts—this has been our
20th Century capitalist world so
far. And now we stand before the
‘horror of impending H-bomb war-
fare. The Big Business politicians
and the brass hats nervously wave
‘atomic bombs and giant bullets at
other nations while they speak
nonchalantly of losing 90% of the
American population in a hydro-
gen war! Surely this incredible
récord of capitalist insanity is
enough to make even the most de-
praved Roman emperor throw
gway his fiddle in complete nau-
sea!
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SOCIALIST ANSWER

A socialist society would end
forever this c¢razy plunge toward
world annihilation as well as ex-
ploitation of man by man. First
of all, the people who do the work,
the producing and creating for
human needs will also for the first
time own and control the facto-
ries, machines, land, and resourc-
es that they built together. Skilled
managers and technicians would
administer society’s production fa-
cilities, but they would be respon-
sible to the working people, who
would produce plenty of good con-
sumer goods. and not to a few
wealthy magnates whoe shut down
production if they cannot make
plenty of profit.

The cooperation and scientific
planning made possible by the
common ownership of the means
of production would enable every
country, especially one as rich as
the United States, to rapidly ex-
pand rather than restrict its in-
dustrial capacity and would sup-
ply the material needs of the pop-
ulation. At the same time, the
desperate struggles between the
competing capitalists of different
nations for markets. raw material,
and cheap labor will no longer ex-
ist and the ehief cause of war will
thus be eliminated. The natural

and human resources of our pian-
et will be shared by all countries
in mutual cooperation.

With the high technological
level we have already achieved,
we can begin to provide enough
to go around for the first time in
history and will make exploita-
tion, parasitism, and crime obso-
lete and unnecessary. The incen-
tive afforded by having millions
take a direet hand in guiding
their own economic and social de-
velopment, instead of a few prof-
it-minded corporation executives,
will shoot productivity sky-high
and reduce working hours to a
minimum.

Those who point to Russia as -a
warning against socialism in
America do so only by ignoring
basic historical facts. The poverty,
cultural backwardness, and mea-
ger technology that faced the Rus-
sian peopie when they ousted their
capitalists and landlords, is in
marked contrast to the towering
might of American industrial de-
velopment and scientific know-
how today.

Nor would Ameriea be surround-
ed and choked off by hostile capi-
talist nations as Russia was. The
totalitarianism, cults, and execu-

tions in Russia were perpetrated
by the most ruthless and cynical
individuals who were able to el-
bow their way to the top in a coun-
try with a small labor movement,
amid severe privations where ev-
erybody had to look out for him-
self first. Our industrial capac-
ity under socialist planning would
quickly raise the mass standard of
living and reduce the basic reason
for “the mad scramble for privi-
lege and power, while the mighty
strength of the large organized
working class will check any at-
tempt to impose a dictatorship
over them. America would lead the
way in socialist reconstruction of
society, with the fullest democra-~
tic control by the working peo-
ple.

LAST PROP

Right now, American corpora~
tions and the Big Business bi-par-
tisan government are the last re-
maining props for the vrickety
structure of world capitalism and
they are prepared to destroy the
whole earth in defense of their
system. The alternatives they pose
are either forward to socialism or
backward to the status of cave-
men, if there are any caves left
after an H-bomb war.

I am confident that one day
not far oif the American people
&ill make the greatest contribu-
tion to peace and the material
well-being of all nations by re~
moving the corporation heads,
with their brass hats and politician
stooges, from their power grip on
this country and establish social-
ism. The overwhelming majority
of the American people will seek
another “American way of life,”
one without depression, racism,
exploitation, and the threat of
war. Millions will listen to social-
ist ideas then and I want to help
build a large socialist movement
whose members will be on hand to
present those ideas to the people.

That is why, even now, when
most people appear indifferent or
hostile to socialism, the YOUNG
SOCIALIST supporters and many
others are openly advocating this
new system and winning adher-
ents for it. ¥ personally look for-
ward to working with the many
young people who will start to ae-
cept socialism as their own aspira-
tion in the coming fight to trans-
form our country to a real, social-
ist land of the free, with justice
and democracy for all the work-
ing people, and with peace and
plenty firmly established.

THE SOCIALIST APPROACH:

Rosa Luxemburg: The Road to Peace

by Rosa Luxemburg

(Tie following article was writ-
ten by probably the most famous
woman socialist. Rosa Laxemburg
wrote thic article in the Leipzig-
o Volkszeitung in 1911 to dispel
illusions then prevalent in Euw-
-ope thut war can be averted
through some mnegotiated disarm-
rment. NceCless to say World War

U followed shortly and Rosa Lux-
qmburg wert to jail in Germany
for her socualist opposition to war,
Shortly after the war she died
along with Wilhelm Liebknecht
—shot by the forces that were a
decade later to bring Hitler to
power. The ideas expressed in this
wrticle are just as meaningful to-
lay as they were when they werz
wiginally expressed. The illusion
‘hat w@eace can come some other
way than through the socialist
~evolution is prevalent today not
wnly in liberal circles but also
among socialists.)

What iz our task on the ques-
tion of peace? It does not consist
merely in vigorous demonstrating
at all times that the social-demo-
crats love peace. but first and
foremost, our task is to make
clear to the masses of people the
nature of militarism and to bring
out, sharply and clearly, the dif-
ference in principle between the
standpoint of social democracy
and that of the bourgeois peace
enthusiasts.

In what does this difference
consist? Certainly not merely in
the fact that bourgeois apostles
of peace rely on the influence of
fine words., while we do not de-
pend on words alone. Our very
point of departure is diametrically
opposed; the friends of peace in
bourgeois circles believe that world
peace and disarmament can be
realized within the framework of
the present social order, whereas
we who base ourselves on the ma-
terialist conception of history and
on scientific socialism, are con-
vinced that militarism can be
abolished only with the destruc-
tion of the capitalist state. From
this follows the essential differ-
ence in our tactics in spreading
the iden of peace.

COUNTERFEIT PEACE

The hourgeois friends of peace

endeavor—and, from their point
of view, this is perfectly logical
and explicable—to invent all sorts
of “practical” projects for grad-
ually restraining militarism and
are naturally inclined to consider
every outward and apparent sign
of a tendency toward peace as
the genuine article, to take every
expression of diplomacy in this
vein at its word, to exaggerate it
into a real basis of earnest ac-
tivity. Social-democracy, on the
other hand must consider it as
its duty in this matter, just as in
all matters of social criticism, to
expose the bourgeois attempts to
restrain militarism as pitiful half-
measures and the expression of
such sentiments on the part of
the governing circles as diploma-
tic make believe, and to oppose
bourgeois claims and pretenses
with the ruthless analysis of cap-
italist reality.

From this standpoint, the tasks
of the social-democracy with re-
gard to the declaration of the kind
issued by the British can only be
to expose the idea of a partial lim-
itation of armaments in all its
impracticability, as a half-meas-
ure, and to endeavor to make it

clear to the people that militar-
ism is closely linked with the col-
onial politics and that, therefore,
the nations of today, if they are
really serious and honest in their
wish to call a halt to competitive
armaments, would have to begin
by disarming in the commercial
and political field, by giving up
predatory colonial campaigns, by
abandoning the international pol-
itics of spheres of influence in all
parts of the world—in a word, in
their foreign as well as domestic
politics, they would have to do
the exact opposite of everything
which the nature of the present
politics of a capitalist state de-
mands.

A LEGITIMATE CHILD

And thus would be clearly ex-
plained what constitutes the ker-
nel of the social-democratic con-
ception: that militarism in both
its forms—as war and as armed
peace—is 4 legitimate child, a log-
ical result of capitalism, and that
whoever honestly desires world
peace and freedom from the tre-
mendous burden of armaments
must strive for socialism. Only in
this way can real socialist educa-
tion and propaganda be carried on
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in connection with the arma-~
ments debate.

Such work, however, will be ren-
dered somewhat difficult and the
attitude of the social-democrats
will become obscure and veacillat-
ing if, by some strange exchange
of roles, our party tries,.on the
contrary, to convince the bour-
geois sta‘e that it can quite well
limit armaments and achieve
peace and that it can do this from
its own standpoint, from that of a
capitalist state. )

SCIENTIFIC BASIS

It has hitherto been the pride
and the firm scientific basis of
our party that not only the gen-
eral line of our program but also
the slogans of our practical every
day policy were not compounded
out of indiscriminate odds and
ends just because they sounded
desirable but that we always re-
lied on our understanding of the
tendencies of social development
and made the objective trends of
development the basis of our at-
titude.

For us the determining factor
has hitherto been not possibility
from. the standpoint of the rela-
tion of forces within the state but
possibility from the standpoint of
the tendencies of social develop-
ment. Limitations of armaments,
the retrenchment of militarism,
does not coincide with the further
development of international cap-
italism. Only those who believe in
the mitigation and blunting of
class antagonism and in the re-
duction of the economic anarchy
of capitalism can believe that thess
international conflicts will permit
of slackening, mitigation and
elimination.

For the international antagon-
isms of the capitalist state are buf
complements of class antagonisms

~and world-political anarchy, but

the reverse side of the anarchic
system of capitalist production.
Both grow together and must be
overcome together. “A little order
and peace” is, therefore, just as
impossible, just as much a petty-
bourgeois utopia, with regard to
world politics as it is with regard
to the capitalist world market,
with regard to the limitation of
armaments as it is with regard
to the restriction of crises.





