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' LEADERS OF STATE LABOR MOVEMENT CONTINUE TO THE RIGHT AT HIGH SPEED

|

SECOND ARTICLE,
' | IN his report to the Illigois State Fed-
eratior of Labor convention held
[ at Streator, Ill. recently, President
' | Walker painted a rather dismdl pic-
iture of the future of labor while at
| the same time stating, which he un-
“ | doubtedly thought rather gratifying,
‘| that there had been fewer labor dis-
| putes in the state during the last year
than previously-——only 84 strikes thru-
¢ ' out the state, whereas. in 1917 there
were 282, in 1917 there were 267 and
in 1920 there were 254. He said noth-
1 | Ing of the fact that fewer labor dis-
| putes in this instance signify a failure
| by organized labor to utilize the favor-
| able situation for aggressive organiza-
|tion aotivities. The losses sustained
| | by the various unions, both in mem-
, | bership and organized positions, dur-
" ing this period were completely ig-
' | nored by him. President Walker pre-
' |dicted a period of decline in the in-
t;dusmal activities for the future, but
| without suggesting any measures
whereb) labor could fortify itself or
"| giving the slightest lead for militant
| fight against the open shop, which is
again threatening the unions.
Injunctions.
N this same report President Walker
alza oclaimed that there had been
less injunctiong during the past year
because of the injunction limitation
bill- Yet injunctions have been is-
sued against the Chicago Retails
Clerks’ Union by the notorious Dennis
B, Sullivan, who ‘also imposed .fines
and prison penalty upon members of
‘| that union for picketing and declared
| the injunction limitation act uncon-
;llt.itutlonal. An injunction has been
. |issued against the oulinary crafts, cov-
'|ering some 150 Chicago restaurants,
prohibiting any efforts of organization,
’ EA.n injunction'las been issued against
| the machinists on strike in Chicago,
‘ not to mention the fact that some fifty
members of the International Ladies’
| Gnrment Workers' Union were thrown
|into prison to serve various terms for
| maintaining their union rights against
{an injunction in 1924. While many
| resolutions have been adopted against
| such - usurpation of power by - the
[courts the labor leadership of Illi-
1nois did nothing to keep these labor
{ prisoners out of jall save to beg the
?good friend of capital, Governor Small,
{for a pardon. Governor Small, of
| course, lived up to his oath and his
lpled"e to the republican party pro-
|gram and this back-door politics
‘gained nothing for the workers, while |
it certainly strengthened the employ-
ers,
N the question of the injunction
the Illinois State Federation of
labor convention resolved, “That the
campaign of education shall be con-
tinued to enlighten our membership
and the decent citizens of our state
as to its dire possibilities.” These
possibilities are well recognized by the
organized capitalists and their tools,
the injunction judges. They are tak-
ing ‘advantage of it, while the labor
leaders completely fail to measure up
to the requirements of the situation,
Free Books.
HE convention further voted for
tree text books for schools, better
salary for factory inspectors, better
and more compensation lJaws. It voted
support for the retail clerks, attempt-
ed to terrify the employers with their
unfair lists, and voted to support the
new tax amendment to the constitu-
tion, which has already been adopted
by both houses of the state-and will
be submitted to a referendum at the
elections November 2. Support was
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expressed for these quite worthy, and
quite harmless objects, while speeches
were made every day for the union
label.

One real issue, that of organizing
unorganized workers, came up and
was slightly discussed, but the net re-
sult was merely the' adoption of a
resolution relative to the automobile
industry resolving to “look for the
union garage shop card.”

In its attitude towards relations
with or the sending of a labor delega-
ﬁics the reac-
tionary leadership bechme particu-
larly revealed. Tt attemipted to place
the Soviet Republic of a parallel with
the fascist dictat
by the foul murder of thousands of

workers and destruction of their or-
ganizations, ’
Drift to gpt.
THP by step, the ols State Fed-
eration of Labor has'during recent
yvears gone completely ‘to the right.:

It has made & considerable swing
since 1919, when Duncan McDon'.Id
became {its president for one year.
Subsequently, John Walker stumped
the state as candidate for governor on
the farmer-labor party ticket at the
same time that Len Small was put on
the unfair list by the Central Labor
Council at Kankakeg.

has formed a solid alliance with thg
stinking, corrupt Len Small machine.
This leadership gave full endorse-
ment to Frank L. Smith, so-called
friend of labor, prior to the exposire
of the hundreds of thouands of dollars
contributed for his campaign by the
utilities corporations. The exposure
proved a concrete example of the out-
right buying of political candidates of
the old parties by the big capitalist
corporations. Incidentally, it also laid
bare one of the greatest combinations
of big business, dirty politics, and
crime all united to perpetuate and
strengthen the capitalist system. The
choice of the Illinois labor leadership
was the alliance with this combina-
tion, through Frank L, Smith and Gov-
ernor Small, to the Crowe-Barrett or-
ganization, notorious' for its labor
union busting activities, for its violent
gunplay and election steals.
Maintain A!Ilnnoo
HE exposure, however has not as
vet brought the repudiation of this
alliance or the endorsement made. On

|the contrary, several of the leaders

insisted on and actually attémpted to
| maintain their endorsement, but it met
with such strong opposition from the
Brennan and beer supporters who had
become strengthened and encouraged
by the growing dislike for the once
celebrated Vols and, wanted
to promote their an ice, . The sit-
uation shortly before !he recent State
Federation convention held possibili-
ties of a conflict within the leadership
between these two forces. But the
lid was clamped on tight., A compro-
mise had been effec based on the
endorsement of candidates for the Illi-
nois legislature only,

The Moribund Progressive Party.

The Illinois Progressive Party at-
tempted to hold a conference simulta-
neously ‘with the ooﬁnlmon. It re-
ceived little support. They are the
remnants of the LaFollette movement,
which once had labor endorsements
galore. Parley Parkef Christensen is
their nominee for U. S. senator. They
are now so few that they have nothing
to lose, and yet they j
enough guts to make a fight for their
candidate as against the corrupt twins
of “slush fund” fame, There is little
hope of any political ,hul being given

p, which exists

‘Now' the turn
is completed and the union leadership

~did not have

by this group for a real progressive
movement, even tho several of its
supporters claim sympathy for the
idea of a labor party.
No Signs of Progress.

HE course of the Illinois State Fed-

~eration of Labor and its leadership
shows no sign of learning from the
experienge of the movement. The pe-
riod ‘of “prosperity” has by no means
been taken advantage of. Instead of
strengthening the movement, it has,
generally speaking, become weakened.
The policies of the state movement
once going toward the progressive di-
rection have undergone a complete
turn and are now proceeding back-
ward, The Decatur convention in 1922
was the beginning of the backward
change,
% The Streator convention reached*the
peak of reaction, Altho a large dele-
gation was present, labor from the
basic industries was conspicuous by

its absence. Nothing touching the*

vital need$ of the movement was given
the slightést chance ‘to come before
the gathering and only once were the
delegates stirred and rose to their
feet, namely, when the, resolution
granting a wage increase to the presi-
dent and secretary-treasurer from
$6,000 a year to $6,500 was carried.
Yet there is nothing dismal about
the picture presented. Conditions of
today are not the same tomorrow. The
period of capitalist imperialist bribing
of the labor bureaucracy divides the
rank and file and the reactionary lead-
ership. At any rate, the needs of
the labor movement become ever more
outstanding and will also become
clear to the rank and fille members,
HE present weakness of the trade
unions just makes so much more
necessary a revival of the militancy
of the past, while it also holds the
posgibilities of the left wing move-
ment of the future if every issue whioh
presents itself is properly cupita.lind
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selves while at the same time helping
to prevent the workers from doing
anything that would serlously endan-
ger the existing order.
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HEN the American workers are

driven by the crue] slave-driver
necessity to organize politically in a
mass labor. party, when the sheep dogs
of capitalism can no longer hold them
in the folds of the two capitalist par-
ties, then our Greens and our Walkers
will follow the flock, but only to lead
them into another fold. At the same
time, however, the revolutionary wing
of the labor movement, represented in
all countries by the Communist Party,
is on the job and contesting every inch
of the way with the labor traitors.
While the latter tell the workers that
co-operation with capitalism I8 the
best policy for the workers, the Com-
hmunhts point out that too much co-
opentlon with capitalism has left the

break with the capitalist sygtem will
free labor from the chains that now
bind it, that until this system is over-
thrown this, world will be a huge
prison where the body and soul of
humanity is fettered to the chariot of

greed.
. & »

INCERE but weak-spirited individ-

uals despair of human progress
when they see this selling of labor go
on year after year, It is not hard to
find a man who was formerly active
in “the radical movement expressing
the belief that nothing can be done
for the working class, that they are
not worth bothering with. Some of
those people are now well-to-do. Some
are on the bum. One of the latter
walked into the office a few days ago.
He is now selling razor-blade sharp-
eners. “The workers are not worth
saving,” he remarked. A member of

them worth shaving.
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HERE is a lot of philosophy buried

here. Evidently this man threw
himself into the movement at one time
with the consoling thought that he
was going to help save the workers.
For himself, perhaps he needed no sal-
vation. He could get afong fairly well
under capitalism. There is no reason
why a good soapboxer should not sell
Florida or Los Angeles real estate,

workers enslaved and that only a-

the staff replied that our visitor found.

rstart a relligion or become a chiro-
practor, But this particular persdn

“{found the workers receptive to his

message when their bellies were.sen-
sitlve, but when they had semething
to fill them with they went to a Jbur-
lesque show or took a girl to the
movies, while the evangelistic ‘soap-
boxer was developing a nice dose. of
bronchitis on  the street corner, or
watching the cockroaches, in some
filthy jail, S8 5 hes
FOR a while the martyr lplrit pre-
vailed, but at last the spiritual
bone cmcked and our evangelist be- \
gan to hate the workiqg class, And
here we find him, either rolling around
in his Chrysler or selling snake oil to
the citizens of Madison street, whose
stomachs are massaged none too
kindly by the barbs and darts of alley
moonshine. He has lost all hope, he is
another unit of human wreckage that |
goes down in the struggle: - But what |
about the successful ex-radical who
loses faith? Where is his compensa-
tion? Happiness is an elusive fairy,
but it is very questionable if those
who have lost the enmnly worthwhile
purpose in life can be compensated by
money for the loss,
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EVER.AL columns could be written
on the baffling question: Why do

some_ people follow the thorny path
that leads to physical suffering with-
out either the prospect or desire to
better their own material conditions?
The few have been persecuted in all
ages because they refused to accom-
modate themselves to the legal class
requirements of the rulers of the day.
Yet the masses, who either ignored
their trials or joined their masters in
persecuting them, were the beneficia-
ries of their sufferings. Thus progress
hobbles along.
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ARADOXICAL tho it may seem to
many, days of prosperity are not

days of mental ease for the radical—
under cgpitalism. Those aré the days
that try souls. It takes more than
the spirit of an evangelist or an anti-
vaccinationist to stand up under the
spectacle of a labor leader driving a
rivet into the keel of a capitalist bat-
tleship or another labor leader buying
orange groves in Florida with the
money of union members, either freely
given or involuntarily, with the con-
soling thought that as long as they
were getting theirs they could afford
to let ‘him have ten times more, A
knowledge of history is what will keep
you from flying off your base and out
of the abyss of pessimism, from which,

like hell, there is no redemption.
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