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Chicago Gangster Syndicates Part of Capitalist System
<sl»ecial To The DAILY WORKER.)

By ARNE SWABECK.

CHICAGO, Dec. 29.—Every once in
a while Chicago is stirred by the
heavy detonations from some outburst
ofjts famous gang wars; from a pre-
tended war of law and order upon
the gangsters or from some killings
or bombings having alleged or actual
union connections.

That the gangs of the Chicago un-
derworld at times carry on active war-

fare against one another with modern
implements is a well known fact.
When the forces of “law and order”
herald a new war upon the gangsters

it may safely be assumed in advance
that some crooked politicians are
either trying to put over a deal or

else merely making a pretense of the
legal machinery existing to- suppress
“lawless” elements.

Frequent Wars.
These kind of wars recur from time

to time. Some culprits are caught in
the dragnet to be immediately re-

leased through political influence —

with no change in the situation.
It must be remembered that these

gangs of the underworld are a very

important part of the capitalist elec-
tion machinery serving for purposes
of stealing votes, stuffing ballot
boxes, miscounting, intimidating and
shooting. But when the daily capi-
talist papers make a conscious, per-
sistent effort to link the whole thing

up with trade union activities, lump-

ing gangsters, so-called racketeers of
fictitious unions and actual trade
unionists together, then the real pur-
pose becomes clear.

Regular Thing.
This is what is happening now.

Gang wars come and go. Wars upon
gangsters come and go. Nerves are
set a little bit on edge but it is all
a part of regular capitalist politics.
Yet it is being cleverly manipulated
so as to be directed entirely against
unionism. Had the trade union of-
ficialdom not been so much involved
in capitalist gangster politics such
manipulation would hardly be possi-
ble.

Many may visualize a gangster as
the poor unfortunate, lurking in the j
dark alleys shabbily clothed; but this j
is not the case with the well known I

! Chicago types. The business of boot- j
I legging, gambling and capitalist poli- j

' tics has become lucrative.' It seems j
to be conducted by syndicates, each j
established within certain territories,*
the acting chiefs appearing glittering
as Christmas trees; gems sparkling j

! from ties, cuffs, belt buckles and fin- |
gers. Their plans are often mapped

1 out in the high class hotels and the
| necessary connection with higher-ups

j usually well taken care of.
General Capone.

“Scarface Al” Capone at the mo-

I ment seems to be the chief figure,
j His syndicate claims control over

| Cicero. His predecessor, John Torrio, j
I discovered this idyllic spot and made j
lit a powerful base of operations, j
John Torrio got shot from ambush;

i but lived and left the city. Dion

i O’Banion, one of his lieutenants, had j
previously revolted and established j
himself on the North Side. He was «
killed in his flower shop, had a sump-

tuous funeral and a couple of scores

of killings followed.
Control over the North Side terri- j

tory gangland is now said to be
claimed by the George “Bugs” Moran- j
Bertche - Skidmore - Zuta syndicate !
while the South Side territory is j
claimed by the Frank McErlane-Saltis
gang. Recently it was said that
George “Bugs” Moran had made an

alliance with “Scarface Al” Capone
and one of the latter’s lieutenants, i
Joseph Aillo, revolted, some killings
following.

George “Bugs” Moran in private life
is a wholesale grocer. One of the re-

cently killed bootleggers, by name
of Ferro, in private life was a “suc-
cessful” manufacturer.

The Big Coliseum Catch.
A few weeks ago orders went out

for a clean-up on the gangsters. The
hunt started and quite a few of the
prominent ones were rounded up and

> arrested. There were Peter Genna,
j one of two survivors of six gangster
j brothers, “Polack Joe” Saitis of the

I South Side syndicate and others.
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MAYOR THOMPSON.

The Judge Is Easy.

At the big Walker-Berlenbach prize
! fight at the Coliseum about 50 were
! caught and arrested. Prominent
among them were Frank McErlane,

| William Channel, hophead, Jack Gus-

ick, Dave Earsman, Joseph Montana

land Pat Sullivan. The police swore

they were all going to remain in the

| jug.—but what happened? The next

I day all those who had any real gang-

-1 ster standing were released, 32 in all,
| on writs of habeas corpus issued by

i about 10 different judges. One of

; them, Judge Eller, was so eager to
) help that he held court right in his

home in order to more speedily issue

the writ.
And so it goes. The Chicago gang-

sters have completely become part

| and parcel of the capitalist political
jsystem. It matters little which poli-
j tical clique renders the direct assis-

; tance. But. charges have often been
| made of the direct implication of

1 State’s Attorney Crowe, not to forget

i that Mayor Thompson is part of the
same political faction with the state’s
attorney.

Crooked Politics Exposed.

As the atmosphere became heated

“Scarface Al” Capone withdrew to
establish his headquarters at the Hill-
side Tavern, just outside the county

jline. There, it was said, he summoned
police officials ar.d politicians to dis-
cuss the situation. There was alto-
gether too much publicity to suit the
higher-ups and Capone left for Los
Angeles, however, to return imme-
diately. And he is now back in Chi-
cago despite the empty police threats
that he would not be allowed to enter. ]

But these are merely small inci-
dents compared to the exposures made
by rival capitalist political factions in

the 1926 primaries and the elections
following. The crime issue was made

one of the big issues. The city’s an-
nual crime bill was claimed to be
about $60,000,000. The immenseness
of this sum can easier be understood
in connection with pictures published
at that time showing elaborate ban-
quets given by gangster syndicates in

loop hotels, one by the Genna brothers

and one by “Diamond Joe” Esposito.
At both, well known gangsters and
capitalist politicians were present and

at one of them State’s Attorney

Crowe and Senator Deneen were the
j main speakers.

Several election workers were shot
| and not less than 218,217 names were

i stricken from the registration lists
because of being fraudulently entered.
Shortly thereafter one assistant
state’s attorney, McSwiggen, was
killed in Cicero—a murder which has

! since remained unsolved and nothing

; done to clear it up. Evidently there
are some specific reasons.

Efforts To Connect Unions.
During this recent gang war the

j daily capitalist papers have been
working overtime to focus attention
upon the trade union movement, en-
deavoring to make it a part of this
general war situation. So-called labor
terrorists and “racketeers,” function-
ing on behalf of fictitious unions and
jobbers’ protective associations were
used as the connecting link.

Bombings and killings were ex-
posed, some very real, and “conspira-
cies” between employers and union
men have been discovered. A situa-

tion similar to the one existing im-

mediately preceding the Landis

Award is being created, suggesting
that a new attack upon the trade
unions may be in preparation.

Day by day terrorist acts by some
organization representatives or other
are announced; all are lumped under
the general name labor union. For
instance the Bathtub Cleaners’
“Union” is said to claim recognition.
Candy jobbers are said to force mer-
chants to join. Butchers, bakers and
fish dealers (all the small merchants)
are said to have formed associations
to control prices under leadership of
the notorious Maxie Eisen. Physi-
cians claim to be terrorized to join
an economic league. The shooting of
a member of the junk peddlers’ union
was played up. Yet a notorious gang-

ster who was accused of the killing

was acquitted.

A “Union”Bomb.
The president and business agent of

the Bootblacks’ Protective Association
were recently found guilty and con-
victed for a bomb explosion. This is
an outfit claiming to be a union and
actually affiliated to the A. F. of L.
but taking in as members only the
owners of the shoe shining parlors.
Not only is all this paraded as evi-
dence against trade unions, making
no distinction between corrupt offi-
cials and union members, but claims
are made of conspiracies in restraint
of trade between unions and employ-
ers, a number of unions being listed.
The purpose is obvious.

Surely the Chicago trade unions
will again have to meet these kind
of attacks, whether they fully mater-
ialize at this moment or later. Gang-

sterism prevailing within the move-
ment should be rooted out complete-
ly; it has nothing in common with
ti'ade unionism. The corrupt officials
should go with it. The only real ef-
fective defense of working class or-
ganization in any attack by the bosses
and the capitalist politicians is the
mobilization of the rank and file
masses. Given militant leadership all
attacks will come to naught.

BOOST THE DAILY WORKER’

Stalin and the American Delegation to Soviet Russia
NOTE: This question asked of

Stalin by the delegation to Russia
and Stalin’s answer is taken from
“Questions And Answers To Amer-
ican Trade Unionists” just pub-

lished by the Workers Library
Publishers of New York.

9 9 9

QUESTION OF AMERICAN DELE-
—

- GATION:
American labor leaders justify

their struggle against the Commun-
ists on two grounds: (1) The Com-
munists are disrupting and destroy-
ing the labor movement by their fac-
tional fights inside the unions and
their attacks on all union officials
•who are not radicals, and (2) Amer-
ican Communists take their orders
from Moscow and hence cannot be
good trade unionists since their loy-
alty to an outside foreign body is
placed above their loyalty to the
union. How can this difficulty be
adjusted so that American Commun-
ists can work jointly with other sec-
tions of the American labor move-
ment?

STALIN’S REPLY.

I think that the attempts of the
American labor leaders to justify
their struggle against the Commun-
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JOSEPH STALIN.

ists do not stand examination. No

one has yet proved nor can it be

proved that the Communists disrupt

the labor movement. But it can be

taken as fully proved that the Com-
munists are the most loyal and bold-
est champions of thl labor movement

all over the world, including America.

Anthracite Unemployment

Is it not a fact that during strikes
and demonstrations the Communist
workingmen take their place in the
front ranks of the working class and

receive the first blows of the capi-
talists, whereas the reformist labor
leaders take shelter in the backyards

of the capitalists?
How can Communists refrain from

criticizing the cowardice and the re-

actionary policies of the reformist la-

bor leaders ? . Is it not clear that such
criticism can serve only to stimulate
and strengthen the labor movement?
True, such criticism destroys the au- j
thority of the reactionary labor lead-
ers, but what about that? Let the
reactionary labor leaders answer the

criticism, not expel the Communists
from the unions. I think that if the

labor movement in America desires to
live on and develop, it cannot avoid
a conflict of opinion and of tendencies
within the trade unions. I think that

the conflict of opinion and of tenden-

cries within the trade unions, criticism
of the reactonary labor leaders, etc.,

will continue to grow notwithstand- j
ing the efforts of the reformist labor j
leaders to prevent it. The working j
class of America stands in absolute j
need of such conflict of opinion and :
of such criticism in order that it may

be able to choose between the various j
tendencies and finally to take up its
stand as an independent organized
force within American society. The
complaints made by American re-

formist leaders against the Commun-
ists merely indicate that they are not
and do not feel strong in their posi-
tion. That is why they fight criticism j
sure of the correctness of their case j
like a plague. Itris a remarkable fact j
that the American labor leaders are j
more determined opponents of ele- J
mentary democracy than many capi- j
talists in America.

The assertion tjiat the American |
| Communists work tinder “orders from

Moscow” is absolutely untrue. There j
are no such Communists in the world
who would agree to work “under or- j
ders” from outside against their own |
convictions and will and contrary to j

I the requirements of the situation.
Even if there were such Communists I
they would not be worth a cent. Com- j
munists bravely fight against a host !
of enemies. The value of a Cons- ;
munist, among other things, lies in
that he is able to defend his convic- j
tions. Thex-efore, it is strange to
speak of American Communists as not
having their own convictions and ca-

; pable only of woi-king according to

“orders” from outside. The only part
of the labor leaders’ assertion that
has any ti’Uth in it at all is that the
American Communists are affiliated
to an international Communist or-
ganization and from time to time con-
sult with the Central body of this or-
ganization on one question or another.

But what is there bad in this? Are
the American labor leaders opposed
to an international workers’ center?
It is true they are not affiliated to
Amsterdam, not because they are op-
posed to an international workers’
center as such however, but because
they regard Amsterdam as being too
radical (laughter). Why may the
capitalists organize internationally
and the working class, or part of it,
not have its international organiza-
tion 9 Is it not? clear that Green and

By GEORGE PAPCUN. ,

The unemployment situation
thruout the whole anthracite is very
serious. At least 35,000 miners in
District 1 are out of work, and the
others are mostly working part time.
The Hudson Cool Co. is shut down.
It employed around 20,000 miners.

i.AI! other companies are working
only part time. In District 9 and
seven similar situations exist. It
has come to such a point among the
miners that at Treverton they spon-
taneously organized a protest meet-
ing attended by virtually the entire
town. The meeting was held Dec. 15.

The majority of the male workers
are employed at the North Franklin
colliery of the Philadelphia & Read-
ing Coal & Iron Co. They have filed
a protest to the head of the com-
pany, demanding that something be
done, and pointing out that for the
•first two weeks in December they
have only worked one day.

Meeting Sought.
A committee has been appointed

, to arrange a meeting with A. J. Ma-
loney, president of the above com-*
pany, and present their demand. On

• top of the unemployment and suffer-
ing, which is a reality, the Philadel-
phia & Reading Coal & Iron Co. sends
out a letter to all of its employees
asking them to speed up production.
, Here are some phrases from the
ltvttdr which was sent to all the
miners: “We have a soil product and
we must bring it above the earth as
cheaply and as efficiently as pos-
sible.” “The next problem is the as-
surance of a steady supply at a price
which will be fair to the public.”

Then he goes on to describe how
the miners should produce more coal
and how wonderful the company is,
iind what efforts it is making to give
life miners full-time work. He also

'fc
’“

n cks the question of strikes, and
*gfK.ints out that it is because of this

his friends in the American Federa-

tion of Labor slander the American

Communists when they slavishly re-

peat the capitalist legends about “or-
ders from Moscow?” Some people
believe that the members of the Com-
munist International in Moscow do
nothing else but sit and write instruc-
tions to all countries. As there are
more than 60 countries affiliated to
the Comintern, one can imagine the
position of the members of the Com-
intern who never sleep or eat, in fact
do nothing but sit day and night and
write instructions to all countries.
(Laughter.) And the American labor
leaders believe that with this ridicu-
lous legend they can cover up their
fear of the Communists and conceal

the fact that Communists ai-e the

bravest and most loyal workers in the

labor movement in America.
The delegation asks for away out

of this situation. I think there is only
one way out: leave room for conflict
of opinion and of tendencies within
the American trade unions, give up
the reactionary policy of expelling the
Communists from the ti’ade unions,
and give the working class of Amer-
ica an opportunity of making a tree

choice of these tendencies; for Amer-
ica has not yet had its November
Revolution and the workers there
have not yet had the opportunity of
making their final selection from
among the various tendencies in the
ti’ade unions.

that the anthracite has. lost its mar-
ket, in fact, it is a letter of attack
on the miners’ union and of trying to
propagandise the workers against
the union.

Part-Time Basis.
For the last year the Philadelphia

& Reading Co., in District 9, has
been running part time basis of two
and three days a week. Yet the men
are making a brave attempt to help
the soft coal miners by gathering
whatever old clothes they have got to
send to their brothers, who are bat-
tling the coal operators in the soft
coal fields for the life of their union.
The men are sending no cash, as

none is on hand.
Bad As 1907. •

Thruout the whole anthracite, thru
talking with individual miners, one
will find that such a condition has
not existed since around 1907, and
most rank and filers believe that it
is the first step of the coal operators
to smash the mine workers’ union
because of its weakened condition
and the success which the coal
operators are meeting with in the
soft coal region because of John L.
Lewis.

The left wing must take this into
consideration, and must immediately
start a move to bring together the
miners that are working even part
time now, and the miners who are
entirely unemployed and demand
relief from the municipal authorities
and from the state government.
Steps must be immediately taken to

do something to relieve the miners
of their suffering thru the organiza-
tion of unemployment councils. This
will meet with resistance by the
mine workers’ officials, who are
still harping on the question of the
fake cooperative conference which
<vas held in the anthracite region,
but which, as the mine workers, can
see, has brought no results.
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IHail the Fourth Anniversary of
the Daily Worker!

GREETINGS
l '!

: TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE SPE-
CIAL JANUARY 13TH EDITION ;

SIGN—SEND YOUR GREETINGS
Send not less than 50 cents with every name to
The Daily Worker, 33 First St., New York, N. Y.

FULL NAME Amt.

• !;

TOTAL
GREETINGS—Accepted from organizations at S2OO
per full page (fractions of a page on this basis) and $1.50 per

inch. Be sure your organization sends its greetings.

Order a Bundle of the Daily Worker
For the January 13th Meeting and for Distribution.

The DAILY WORKER, 33 First St, New York, N. Y.

I enclose $ for copies of the Fourth

Anniversary Edition of The Daily Worker. •

Must be mailed from New York not later than ;

Name

Street

| • City State

Rates—sl.so per hundred copies.

• This List is collected by ;

jjggp DRAMA. i|§||
“Take the Cash and Let

the (Dis) credit Go”

|OHN WILLARD’S new opus,
" “Sisters,” presented by Messrs.
Shubert at the Klaw Theatre is an-
other of those plays that mean little
enough except as a sign of the times.

Little Ann is just out of college,
where she learned nothing that can
be sold in the labor market. Sister
Gwendolyn, married to an unem-
ployed professional man, advises her
to take up prostitution, suitably dis-
guised. Sister Mary, living out of
wedlock with a rich man, advises
marriage and the proverbial cottage.
Ann can’t decide, and the argument
seems to turn in favor of sin, until
a third possibility becomes more ap-
parent, namely a free love match
with a isieh man, whose wife won’t
either live with him or give him a
divorce. The unemployed pro-

fessional man argues weakly against
it until his mouth is stopped with a
$5,000 a year job from the rich man.

Then the Deus ex Machina, old re-
liable, comes along and bumps off the
rich man’s supernumerary wife in an
auto accident.

There is no reason for seeing the
play, and the only reason for hearing
it is the fact that the conversation
of Gwendolyn (Roberta Arnold) is
one unbroken chain of epigrams, some
of them new.

The social significance, if any, is in
the frankness with which the white
collar and middle class characters
(fully seconded by the audience) flirt
with the idea of immorality—though
of course, there is the usual hypo-
critical saving of the old standards
in the end.—V. S.

Reinhardt Players Move to Cos-
mopolitan Theatre Monday

Max Reinhardt’s Season, originally
limited to four weeks has been ex-
tended again. It is now in its seventh
week at the Century, and arrange-
ments have been made whereby the
organization will give more intimate
dramas at the Cosmopolitan Theatre.

“Danton’s Tod” will be given for
four more performances at the Cen-
tury, with matinees today and Satur-
day. On Monday the company will
move to the Cosmopolitan for the
presentation of Frantisek Langer’s
ultra-modern drama, “Peripherie,”
with Alexander Meissi, Dagny Sor-

j vaes, Hermann Thimig, Paul Hart-
| mann, Hans Thimig and Arnold
I Kerff. “Peripherie” will be followed

ED WYNN

Chief playef in “Manhattan Mary,”
now in its fourth month at the Apol-

lo Theatre.

by productions of “Kabale Und
Liebe” by Friedrich Schiller and
“Diener Zweier Herren” by Carlo
Gioldoni.

Playboy Artists’ Ball at Webster
Ilall Tomorrow Night

The annual New Year’s Eve Fes-

tival of the Playboy will take place
tomorrow night at Webster Hall.
This is the fifth of the series. Wil-
liam Zorach has designed and decora-
ted the settings for the occasion. Two
other well known artists, Hugo Gel-
lert and Olonka Karasz, created some
special decorations, to bring out the
idea of the ball which is called the
“Fete Futuriste.” The dance music
will be furnished by Billy Fowler and
his Alabam orchestra.

BAD GAS FIXTURES KILL

Six people were killed yesterday
jbecause of faulty gas facilities. Mrs.
Sarah Mcßurnie of 1218 First Ave.
was found dead in her kitchen Mrs.
Clara Weinberg, Charles McAvoy.
Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, and Mr. and
Mrs. Patrick Treaner all of this city,
were among those killed.

GIVING SHIPS AWAY?

WASHINGTON, D. C„ Dec. 29.
Easier terms were arranged for sales
of ships by a revision voted by the
shipping board here. This decision
is in line with a policy to build the
merchant marine on a large scale to
supplement the navy, and to prevent

government ownership in a field
where private profit could be made.
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Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. Eves. & Sat. Mat.
Winthrop Ames /r-i -i ••

Gilbert & Sullivan V lK?lfinOpera Co. in ATJ.IXYC4.V4.W
Wed. Matinee—“IOI.ANTHE”

Thurs. Eve. “PIRATES OF PENZANCE**

• Henry Miller’s
Grant Mitchell 1:“

Am2?icak cS’a?«
THE BABY CYCLONE

A WALLS x
£-L With MUM WISENFRENDX John Golden

National jrh '»t r«. 4i st. w. of B wayddliuikl Mts.Wed.&Sat.2:3o
Extra Matinee Friday

“The Trial of Mary Dugan”
By Bayard Veiller with Hex Cherrynian

BOOTH 49 ,<w , W. of B’way Eves. 8:40
r Matinees Wed. & Sat. at 2:40

FSCAPF| John Gal*worthy’* XX X-/
New Play with Leslie Howard

The Desert Song
with Leonard Ceely and Eddie llua««l|

2nd Year
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Mata. Wed. and Sat., 2:30

BRACE
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WORLD’S LAUGH SENSATION!

Artists | Models
The Actor-Munaitern present

The LOVE NEST
A Satirical Comedy by R. E. Sherwood
COMEDY Theatre, West 41st Street

Mats. Thurs. & Sat.

—— The Theatre Guild presents

PORGY
Rnniihlin Th., W. 42d. Evs.B:4o
tvepUDUL Mats.Wed.&,Sat.,2:4o
Extra Mats. Tues., Thurs. Sat.

Bernard Shaw’s Comedy

I DOCTOR’S DILEMMA
fliiilrl TIV? W. 52d. Evs. 8:20
Uruiiu Mats.Thurs.&Sat.,2:2o

Max Reinhardt’s Production of
“DANTON’S TOD”

rPV'TUBV Thea., Central Park West
UtAIUKI& 62nd St. Evs. 8:00

Mats. Fri. and Sat. at 2.

HllTitjnN West 44 St. Evenings 8:30nuuciUA Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:30

“LOS ANGELES”
A New Comedy by

Max Marcin & Donald Ogden Stewart

Cbanln’s Maiestic Th -, 44th, W. of B’y
J k Evenings 8:30.

Mats. Wed. and Sat.
Thrilling Music Play of the Golden West

MOVE CALL
ERLANGMCS

FHE MERRY MALONES
with OHOKGE M. COHAN

10% REDUCTION ON ALL TICKETS BOUGHT THRU
DAILY WORKER OFFICE, 108 E. 14th STREET.

ONLY 2 MORE DAYS LEFT TO SEE

“THE CENTURIES”
By Em Jo Basshe

”... A beautiful bit of work and still haunts me . . . people ap-
pear for a moment and pass In the swift tide of emotion, but leave
a distinct impression of power, beauty, impending tragedy.”

Rose Pastor Stokes. .

at

The New Playwrights .Theatre
40 Commerce Street

Performances Every Night Except Sunday
A New Playwrights Production

Play to be discontinued on January Ist.
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