
according  to m^ id e a l .  I'm sick, of p ro -s  and 
a n t i - s  and having to keep track of w ho 's  a g a in s t  
whom and ad ju s t in g  i t  to what I 'm  reading ! Can 
you dig i t?

Any-way, w hat I 'm  cummin to is; PLEASE 
send me ANY of your o ld /n ew  i s s u e s  (I got no 
bread) e ight c la s s  mail if you want to! ! (e sp . the 
one on why you le ft  the SWP)

Any fla ttery  is  co in c id en ta l
a l l  apprec ia tion  & re sp e c t  is  rea l 

FREE ALL PEOPLE
from a brother in a W ash , ja i l

"When tyranny is law - 
Revolution is o rder!"

dear brothers and s is te r s  ,
a brother and comrade of mine in prison , , . 

ju s t  wrote me; he sa id  he ju s t  read an o u tta s i te  
a r t ic le  on women in the s truggle  tha t  i must read .

so p le a se  send me VOLUME 2 #2 of REVOLU­
TIONARY AGE.

thank you! keep the faith!

dare to s trugg le -  
dare to w in --  
yours in the c a u s e ,
- P . -  W ashington s ta te

I must adm it th a t  the s ta tem en t on Pakistan  was 
the b e s t  I have read y e t ,  a lthough I have a few 
re se rv a tio n s  (which, mind you, I w ish  you to con ­
s id er  a s  merely personal opinions and not a p o s i ­
tion !)  It seem s th a t  organized "Trotskyism" in a l l  
i t s  various In terna tionals  and In te rna tiona l Com­
m ittees goes ab so lu te ly  berserk  with joy over every 
"betrayal"  of the C h inese  Com m unists , w ithout 
even doing them the honor of documenting th ese  
"c r im es” , much le s s  bothering i t s e l f  with the un-

(continued on pg. 57)
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The "Russian Q uestion" has been  the main 
a x is  in world po li t ics  for nearly four decades; 
now i t  has found i ts  ex tension  and deepening  in 
the "C h inese  Q u estio n " .

We must proceed from the recognition  of 
the C h inese  revolution a s  a living rea lity  and use 
i t  as  the guide for an evalua tion  of the p a r t ic i ­
p a n ts .  Like the Cuban revo lu tion , in i ts  main 
course  i t  "followed ob jec tive  laws long ago 
worked out by Trotsky"! (the laws of the perma­
nent revo lu tion ) . This is  both a high tribute to 
the C h inese  revolution and a p re c ise  sc ien tif ic  
de fin ition .

Social revo lu tions ,  such a s  those  in China 
and C uba, transform s o c ie ty ,  change h is to ry , 
and put a ll  th eo re tica l  concep ts  to the t e s t .
They are  the g rea t c ruc ib les  which illum inate  
the role and the b a s ic  q u a li t ie s  of the p a r t ic i ­
pants — individual leaders  and p a r t ie s — regard ­
le ss  of what others had previously  sa id  about 
them. Revolutions are a lso  the points  of d ep ar ­
ture from which we proceed to rev iew , to re ­
examine an d , if n e c e s sa ry ,  to re -e v a lu a te  p o s i ­
tions held in the p a s t  about developm ents le a d ­
ing up to the v ic to rious  transform ation . We 
review  and re-exam ine  p as t  pos it ions  in order 
to enrich  our own th eo re t ica l  concep ts  and th e re ­
by he lp  to prepare ou rse lves  for our t a s k s .  For 
M a rx is ts ,  th is  should be ABC. This is  what we 
have learned in the Trotsky sch o o l ,  but th is  is  
not the method of the SWP le a d e rsh ip .  On the 
con trary . M otivated  by narrow fac tiona l p re ju ­
d ic e s ,  they seek  in vain  from p a s t  positions  to 
d is to r t  the p re sen t .  Yet, the mighty a c h ie v e ­
ments of the C h inese  revolution reduce a l l  p a s t  
con jec tu res  to in s ig n if ican ce .

The 1917 Bolshevik revolu tion  in Russia 
becam e a g rea t  le s so n  to those  of us  who were 
then partic ipan ts  in the movement he re ,  f i r s t  in 
the S o c ia l is t  Party and next in the Communist 
Party during its  early  period. The names of 
Lenin and Trotsky were in separab ly  linked and
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they worked hand in hand as  leaders  of the revo ­
lu tion . Previously , over a period of y e a r s ,  they 
had a t  times d isag ree d .  In the h ea t  of con tro ­
versy  they had sa id  nasty  things about each  
o ther. At one point Lenin angrily ca l led  Trotsky 
a " Ju d a s" .

However, in the crucible  of revolution a ll  
th e se  charges were wiped out. The revolution 
was the g rea t t e s t  a g a in s t  which a l l  pos itions  
were m easured. When la te r  Stalin dug up some 
of Lenin 's sh a rp es t  remarks and hurled them a t  
Trotsky, what was our s tand?  To re - in te rp re t  
the revolution in line with th ese  rem arks? Not 
a t  all: the le sso n s  of the revolution and Trot­
s k y 's  role in i t  became our guide to refute S ta lin 's  
s lan d e rs .  The revolution had changed d ec is iv e ly  
a l l  conditions of the p a s t .  With the exper iences  
of the revolution we could view  the p a s t  contro ­
v e rs ie s  betw een Lenin and Trotsky in an entirely  
d ifferent l igh t, and we could learn from them.

This ap p lie s  with equal force to our study of 
C hina. Events there leading up to and including 
the h is to ric  d e fea t  in 1927 , and the role of S ta l ­
in 's  policy in i t ,  have been forcefully e luc ida ted  
and in terpreted  by Trotsky in his book Problems 
of the C hinese  Revolution . None of the q u e s ­
tions tha t  arose  during tha t  period are in d ispu te  
in our ranks today. Since then C hinese  history  
shows a c o n s is ta n t  pattern of the Communist 
Party engaged in s trugg le ; tw enty-tw o years  of 
e ither  c iv il  war a g a in s t  the reactionary  Kuomin- 
tang regime or open and d irec t  warfare a g a in s t  
the Japanese  im peria lis t  in v ad e rs .  In this  period 
the Communist Party and its  armed forces co n ­
s tan tly  grew in numbers and influence among the 
mass of the peop le .

W riting in the Fourth In ternational (January- 
February 195 1), Li Fu-jen  declared  that: "The 
Peking regime is  not a carbon copy of the Krem­
lin" . This dec la ra tion  touches the b a s ic  e s s e n c e  
of the C hinese  CP, i ts  c h a rac te r ,  i ts  v ie w s ,  i ts  
ac t ions  and i ts  ac tu a l  re la tion  to the revolu tion .
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And p le a se  remember, a revolution is  a p ro c e ss ,  
not an  event; i t  is  not ju s t  born, i t  is  conceived  
and a ttended  a t  de livery . A revolution has a 
h is tory  and i t  has a lead ersh ip .  The living 
forces th a t  carried  the C hinese  revolution to 
v ictory  had to be s e le c te d ,  te s te d ,  ed u ca ted , 
organized and prepared for the s truggle  for pow er. 
These same living forces — e s s e n t ia l ly  the party 
cad re — had to understand  and a c t  in accord  with 
the needs of the revolution through i ts  s tag e s  of 
uninterupted developm ent. In th is  h is to r ica l  
p rocess  the leadersh ip  was s e le c te d ;  i t  was 
t e s t e d ,  and the theory of the perm anent revolu ­
tion found v e r if ica tio n .

Any serious study w ill quickly  revea l tha t  
the C h inese  revolution is  re a l .  I t  is  a con tinua ­
tion and ex tension  of the 1917 Bolshevik revo lu ­
tion on the c o lo s s a l  s c a le  of Asia, a revolution 
a s  rea l as life i t s e l f ,  and a l l  th a t  is  rea l is 
ra t io n a l .  I t  is  not the deformed phantom devoid 
of a l l  rea li ty  tha t  some comrades have concocted  
in th e ir  own m inds. The C hinese  revolution is  a 
genuine s o c ia l i s t  revo lu tion .

The th e s is  "The War in the Far East and the 
Revolutionary P erspec tives"  was adopted  a t  the 
Fourth In terna tional Founding Conference in 1938. 
The author of tha t  th e s is  is  Li F u - jen .  It con ­
ta ined  some e x ac t  and very pertinen t o bserva ­
tions a s ,  for exam ple , th a t  the defensive  cam ­
paign a g a in s t  the Japanese  im p eria lis t  invasion  
a ssu m es  for the C h inese  "the ch arac te r  of a war 
of na tional l ib e ra t io n ."  But ce r ta in  sec tio n s  
are merely ex tensions  and exp lanations  of a 
couple of h is to r ic a l  p rognoses.

The f ir s t  prognosis in s is te d  that: "The 
p e asa n try ,  by reason  of i ts  in term ediate  and 
dependent so c ia l  position  . . .  is  unab le ,  d e sp ite  
its  num erical p reponderance, to play an indepen ­
dent role in C h inese  so c ie ty .  I t  canno t solve 
even the most p ress ing  problems by regaining p o s ­
s e s s io n  of the land and re liev ing  i t s e l f  of the 
burden of land lo rd -usurer p a ra s i t ism . Much le ss
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is  i t  capab le  of reorganizing the entire  ag ricu ltu r ­
a l  economy on a new and higher level by e s ta b ­
lish ing  large s c a le  co llec t iv ized  farm ing."

The second prognosis s ta ted  ca tegorica lly : 
"A new turn of e v e n t s , enabling a new revo lu tion ­
ary party to take shape on the foundations c re ­
a ted  by the B olshev ik-Lenin is ts  of the Fourth In ­
te rna tiona l,  w ill be required before the C hinese  
m asses  will be ab le  to take the revolutionary 
r o a d . "

The SWP leadersh ip  tr ies  to ignore th e se  
fo recas ts  of the 1938 th e s i s .  Let me h a s te n  to 
ad d ,  how ever, th a t  a t  the time we a l l  held the 
same faulty  views about the C h inese  p easan try .  
We simply did not know b e t te r ,  but th is  is  no 
excuse  for ignorance now. Concerning the 
requirements for a new party in C h ina , though not 
very re a l is t ic  a t  the tim e, we a l l  tended to 
a c c e p t  i t  and we were a l l  proved wrong.

Before proceeding further le t us re c a l l  what 
Trotsky had to say  about h is to r ica l  prognosis: 
"Every h is to r ic a l  prognosis is  alw ays co n d it io n a l,  
and the more concrete  the p ro g n o s is , the more 
conditional i t  i s .  A prognosis is  not a promisory 
note which can be cash ed  on a given d a te .  Prog­
nos is  ou tlines  only the defin ite  trends of the 
developm ent. But along with th ese  trends a d if ­
ferent order of forces and tendenc ies  o p e ra te ,  
which a t  a ce r ta in  moment begin  to p redom inate ."  
(In D efense  of M arxism , p. 175)

A d ifferen t order of forces and tendenc ies  
operated a lso  in China and rendered the above 
h is to r ica l  prognosis in v a lid .  H istory p resen ted  
a d ifferent outcome than an tic ip a ted  by the 1938 
th e s i s .  I t  showed the armed p e asa n t  forces to 
be the g rea t ba tte ring  ram tha t  ann ih ila ted  a l l  
tha t  Chiang K a i-sh ek , with heavy American imper­
i a l i s t  support, could muster; and it  carried  the 
struggle  for power to a v ic torious conc lusion .
It was done , how ever, in an a l l ian ce  with the 
working c la s s  and under the leadersh ip  of the 
working c l a s s .  In this  a l l ia n c e ,  moreover, the
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C hinese  peasan try  proved i t s e l f  capab le  of a b o l­
ish ing  land lord-usurer p a ra s it ism  and proceeded 
to reorganize agricu lture  on a new and higher 
lev e l  of co llec t iv iza t io n  in the communes.

The Communist Party had long s ince  adop­
ted the n e c e s s i ty  of the w o rk e r-p easan t  a l l ian ce  
as  a key provision of its  own program. Its  e f fe c ­
t iv e n e ss  is  w ell a t te s te d  by the e v e n ts .  The 
requirem ents for a new party van ish ed  as  the 
C h inese  m asses  took the revolutionary road under 
the leadersh ip  of the CP which proved i t s e l f  an 
adequa te  instrum ent for the h is to r ic  ta s k .

In o ther w ords, the course  of the revolu ­
t io n ,  through i ts  various s tag e s  of developm ent, 
in va lida ted  the major propositions of the 1938 
t h e s i s .  By the same token , the ex tensions  and 
exp lanations  of th e se  p ropositions fall by the w ay- 
s ide  along with the v iew s we a l l  held of them a t  
the tim e , when the th e s is  was adop ted . That 
they have lo s t  a l l  va lid ity  should now be frankly 
adm itted . Furthermore, ra ther than permitting 
a ttem pts  to u t i l ize  th is  th e s is  in efforts to d is c r e ­
d i t  the C h inese  revolution and the leadersh ip  we 
should recognize  the need for its  rev is io n .

T H E  U N I T E D  F R O N T  A N D  
T H E  P E O P L E S  F R O N T

The efforts of the C h inese  Communist 
Party to e s ta b l ish  a united front with the Kuomin- 
tang to repel the Japanese  im p eria lis t  invasion  
has become a su b jec t  of conside rab le  d enunc ia ­
tory comments; charges of cap itu la tio n  and b e ­
traya l have been  added . But th is  united front was 
not an iso la ted  ev en t .  Preparatory to the struggle  
for power, i t  becam e an in teg ra l part of the revo ­
lu tion . Therefore, in the ligh t of the revolution 
th e se  ad v erse  comments and charges  a lso  require 
re -exam ina tion . By understanding  its  various 
a s p e c t s ,  we gain g rea ter  knowledge of the whole 
p ro c e s s .

The Japanese  im peria lis t  invaders  had by the
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time of th e se  efforts managed to su b jec t  most of 
China to the ir  rule; they were in control of a l l  
maj-or c i t ie s  and a l l  the v i ta l  a r te r ie s .  This pro­
voked a defensive  cam paign , a s  correctly  s ta ted  
in the 1938 t h e s i s ,  which assum ed  "the c h a ra c ­
te r  of a na tiona l war of l ib e ra t io n " .  As early  as 
1932 the CCP had urged a united nation to fight 
the in v a s io n ,  and a t  the Sian inc iden t in Decem ­
ber  1936 (the kidnapping of Chiang K ai-shek  by 
Chang H su e h - l ia n g 's  M anchurian Army) the 
formal proposal for a united front was m ade. It 
con ta ined  both conditions and c o n c e s s io n s .

M o st important co n d it io n s  were res to ra tion  
of c iv il  l ibe rt ies  and re le a se  of a l l  po li t ica l  pri­
soners; convene a na tional assem bly  with a l l  
parties  sharing jo in t re sp o n sib il i ty  for the gov­
ernment; improve the standard  of living of the 
people (chiefly by reduction  of land r e n t s , in te r ­
e s t  and ta x e s ) .

In tu rn , the CCP offered a s  c o n ce ss io n s  to 
rename the Soviet region under its  control and 
in s t i tu te  a formal dem ocratic  system; rename the 
Red Army and a c c e p t  d irec tion  of the M ilita ry  
Council of the C entra l (Kuomintang) government; 
d iscon tinue  the policy of overthrowing the Kuom­
intang by armed force; d iscon tinue  the forcible 
con fisca tion  of the land of the land lo rds . The 
l a s t  two points had alw ays formed cen tra l  fea tures 
of the CCP program. Hence the ir  d iscon tinuance  
were principled conditional c o n ce ss io n s  to 
ach iev e  the requ is i te  unified popular support for 
the war to r e s i s t  the im p eria lis t  in v ad e rs .

D eris ively  some comrades have ca l led  th is  
ano ther ed ition  of the popular front. In the se n se  
th a t  i t  aimed to unite  opposing c la s s  forces for a 
sp ec if ic  ta s k ,  tha t name may be u sed .  In rea lity  
i t  had a lot in common with the united front the 
Bolsheviks made with Kerensky to d e fea t  the Kor­
nilov co u n te r-rev o lu t io n a r ies .  In China the unity 
of ac t ion  simply had to draw in both Mao Tse-tung  
and Chiang K a i-sh ek , the Communist Party and 
the Kuomintang, bourgeois and p ro le ta r ian s ,  land ­
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lords and p easan ts  in th6 struggle  for na tional 
l ibe ra tion . C ivil war and war a g a in s t  the invaders 
could not be carried  out s im ultaneously ; forcible 
expropriation of the landed e s ta te s  had to be held 
in abeyance  for the duration; to whom the land is 
to b e lo n g , the Japanese  im peria lis ts  or the C hi­
n ese  peop le ,  had to be decided  f i r s t .  In the 
choice: w hether com plete  co lon ia l sub jec tion  or 
na tiona l independence , M arx is ts  should not have 
the s l ig h te s t  doub ts .

The Communist Party did ex ac tly  what was 
to be expected  from a revolutionary party . To 
in i t ia te  the united s truggle  for na tional liberation 
i t  laid down the req u is i te  conditions and made 
the n e ce ssa ry  c o n c e ss io n s  so  tha t  while C h iang 's  
part in the s truggle  w as minor, desu lto ry  and 
sp u rio u s ,  he could ne ithe r  re je c t  i t  nor s u c c e s s ­
fully rec ru it  puppet armies for the Jap an ese .

C erta in ly  fau lts  can  be found in more than 
one a s p e c t  of the a c t io n s ,  but the b a s ic  policy of 
the C h inese  Communist Party was co rre c t .  M ore­
over, the leaders  did not repea t S ta lin 's  policy of 
subordinating the ir  party to the Kuomintang which 
brought d is a s te r  in 1927; nor did they give up 
the independence  of the ir  army which remained 
in ta c t  under i ts  own comm anders.

For Trotsky this question  of cho ice  betw een 
C h in a 's  complete co lon ia l sub jec tion  or indepen ­
dence was never in doubt. Concerning the Japa­
nese  ons laugh t on China in 1937 he wrote in O c­
tober of tha t year a g a in s t  cer ta in  a l le g ed  follow­
ers of h is  who proposed to remain neutra l betw een 
the M ikado and Chiang Kai-shek:

"We know Chiang w ell enough a s  the hang­
man of the w orkers . But th is  same Chiang is  now 
obliged to lead a war which is our w ar. In this 
war our comrades should be the b e s t  f igh ters . 
P o li t ica l ly ,  they should c r i t ic iz e  Chiang not for 
making w ar, but for making it  in an  ineffective  
manner, w ithout high taxa tion  of the bourgeois 
c l a s s ,  w ithout su ff ic ien t arming of the workers 
and p e a s a n ts ,  e tc .
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" . .  .C h iang  K ai-shek  cannot a s s u re  the 
libera tion  of China i t  is  c lear; bu t he is  trying 
to s top  further enslavem en t of C h in a , and th a t  is 
a sm all s tep  to further l ibe ra tion . With a l l  our 
energy we take part in th is  sm all s te p .

"In the l a s t  a n a ly s is .  . . a  people th a t  is  
capab le  of defending i t s e l f  arms in hand , a g a in s t  
one robber w ill be capab le  tomorrow of repu lsing  
the o ther. A revolutionary party which u n d e r ­
s tands  th is  and which tak es  co n sc io u s ly  and 
courageously  i ts  p lace  a t  the head of a people 
defending the remains of independence — only 
such  a party is  capab le  of mobilizing the workers 
during the war and a f te r  the war to conquer power 
from the b o u rg e o is ie ."  (Quoted from The News­
le t te r  . London, May 6, 1961)

The C hinese  Communist Party did ju s t  th a t .  
It proved i t s e l f  capab le  of mobilizing the workers 
during the war and a f te r  the war to conquer power 
from the na tional b o u rg eo is ie .  Though C h iang 's  
forces rece ived  a c o n s ta n t  flow of m ass ive  Amer­
ican  a id ,  with nothing going to the arm ies of the 
CCP, the la t te r  d e a l t  blows to the Japanese  
invading forces from which they could not recup ­
e ra te .  They liberated and held control of an  area  
comprising abou t 100 million people . From the 
40 to 50 thousand who had survived the c o n s ta n t  
b a t t le s  on the 6 ,000  mile Long M arch from Kiang- 
si to Yenan, the now newly named Eighth Route 
Army had grown to more than a million men; a 
peop le 's  militia counted 2 .2  million men. The 
Communist Party had a membership of more than 
a million; i t  had gained enormous p res tige  among 
the peop le , inva luab le  exper iences  and a higher 
leve l of c o n s c io u s n e s s .  In fac t ,  the question  of 
who sh a ll  be m aster in the land was decided  
during this  war of na tional l ibe ra tion , b a s ic a l ly  
due to the co rrec t policy of the Communist Party.

After the Japanese  surrender, the Communist 
Party, engaged in negotia tions with the Kuomin­
tang for the p o ss ib il i ty  of a coa lit ion  government. 
Some comrades have cried  out a g a in s t  th i s ,  as if

17



i t  were tantam ount to tre a so n .  Any serious moti­
va tion  has been lacking of c o u rse .  Even a mili­
ta n t  union on s tr ike  w ill negotia te  with the c la s s  
enemy while fighting on the p icke t line .

In C h in a , the end of sev en  years of war 
a g a in s t  im p eria lis t  invaders  gave r ise  among the 
people to w idespread  demands for p e ac e .  From 
the United Sta tes  the M arsh a ll  M iss io n  came 
with demands for nego tia tions  toward the e s ta b ­
lishm ent of a coa lit ion  government. This was i ts  
formal approach , the rea lity  showed its  support 
for Chiang K a i-sh ek . Not le s s  than 60,000 U .S .  
marines were landed to occupy the v i ta l  a r te r ies  
s tre tch ing  into M anchuria . Whole Kuomintang 
arm ies numbering 450,000 men were ferried by 
s e a ,  or a i r l i f te d ,  by U .S .  forces to s tra teg ic  
points in M anchuria in order to p reven t Japanese  
arms falling  into the hands of the Communist 
a rm ie s .  F ina lly , and most d e c is iv e ly ,  in August 
1945 , S talin  s igned  the S ino-Sovie t trea ty ,  which 
pledged Russian support to the Chiang K ai-shek  
governm ent, a s  the legitim ate government of 
C h ina . Under such conditions only id io ts  would 
have refused to n e g o t ia te .

Results of the negotia tions  were a feeble  
truce; which Chiang broke a f te r  le s s  than s ix  
months; c iv il  war then un leashed  the final 
s truggle  for power. Other negotia tions  took 
place  subsequently  when Chiang attem pted to sue 
for p e ac e .  Terms offered by the CCP were d e ­
scr ibed  in the " U .S .  White Paper" a s  demands 
for "unconditional su rrender" .

However, where in the c a s e  of China 
m easures to unite  opposing c ia s s  forces for s p e ­
c if ic  ac tion  a g a in s t  invaders  proved s u c c e ss fu l  
b e c a u se  of the ir  h is to r ica l  n e c e s s i ty ,  in the Spa­
n ish  C ivil War of the la te  th ir t ie s  m easures to 
unite  opposing c la s s  forces in a popular front 
turned out a h is to r ic a l  d i s a s te r .  The s ign if icance  
of th is  d ifference should be s tud ied  carefully ; i t  
con ta ins  le sso n s  of v i ta l  importance for M a rx is ts ,

(continued on pg. 47)
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the fau lt  of the C h in e se ,  i t  is  b e c a u se  the revo lu ­
tionary  forces in the W est are s t i l l  extremely fra ­
g i le ,  b e ca u se  the revolutionary  forces in the Third 
World are  e a s i ly  trampled and b e c a u se  there e x is t  
no a n t i - r e v is io n is t  forces in the USSR or in the 
countries  and pa rt ie s  which i t  co n tro ls .  In the face 
of th e se  fac ts  i t  would im possib le  for China to try 
to make up the w orld 's  d e f ic ie n c ie s  by acce le ra t in g  
the p ro cess  of her own revolution or by the ra d ic a l -  
iz a t io n  of her in te rna tiona l l in e ,  b e ca u se  not only 
would th a t  leave her exposed  to the inc reas ing ly  
vigorous a t ta ck s  of other nations but a lso  to in ­
supportable  in te rna l so c ia l  p re s s u re s .  . .

The p resen t evolution — and for us th is  is  the 
m ost negative  point — ev id en ces  the limited role 
which China can play in the organ ization  of the 
world revo lu tion . The C hinese  are  the f ir s t  to a f ­
firm th is  and do not seek  to impose the ir  leadersh ip  
on an y o n e . Their formula "everyone must rely on 
h is  own forces" is  not a m anifes ta tion  of the ir  t a c ­
t ic a l  d isengagem en t,  but a s tra te g ic  c h o ic e .

I'h t& C
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E v a l u a t i n g  the C h in e s e  R e v o l u t i o n  (con t f r o m  pg .  1 6 )

The e s s e n t ia l  d ifference is  tha t  in China 
the unity in ac tion  of opposing c la s s  forces had 
for its  purpose a struggle for na tional libera tion  
— an is su e  of utm ost concern to a ll  the peop le .
In Spain this  unity in action  of opposing c la s s  
forces was co n ce iv ed , in it ia ted  and organized as  
an instrum ent of the c la s s  struggle; i t  was s e t  
up to lead the fight for working c la s s  ob jec tives  
on the h ig h es t  p o ss ib le  level of ac tu a l  c iv il  war 
a g a in s t  fa sc ism . The idea of united ac t ion  with 
supposedly  l ibera l sec tions  of the 'bou rgeo is ie  
for such ob jec tives  proved to be a fa ta l  i l lu s io n .
It turned out the su re s t  way to d e fea t  in the c iv il  
war under the p eo p le 's  front government of C ab a l ­
lero as  well as  tha t  of Negrin.

None of the m easures n e ce ssa ry  to s tren g ­
then the working c la s s  and its  p e asa n t  a l l ie s  and 
weaken the enemy forces could be put in to  e f fe c t .  
For exam ple, giving land to the p easan ts  and thus 
a rousing them to e n l is t  in the c iv il war in a l l ia n c e  
with the w orkers , was vetoed by the "libera l"  
bourgeois p a r t ie s  in the peoples front, who were 
linked by many t ie s  to the landow ners. Leaders 
of th e se  parties  cried out a g a in s t  workers factory 
committees; they would not to lera te  se izu re  of 
the fac tories  for war production, b e ca u se  such  
m easures would undermine the foundations of 
private property . Freedom and independence  for 
M orocco would have dried up Franco 's  pressgang  
recruiting grounds. This a lso  the bourgeois 
parties  in the p eo p le 's  front refused: i t  might 
endanger a l l  co lon ia l domination of Africa.

Victory in the Spanish c iv il  war demanded 
revolutionary methods of s trugg le . Placing lead ­
e rsh ip  in the hands of the peop le 's  front combin­
a tion  made tha t im p o ss ib le ,  and the inev itab le  
d e fea t  followed.

C O N F U S I O N  I N  T H E  
W O R L D  M O V E M E N T

In the world T ro tsky ist movement the lack



of c la r i ty  on the C h inese  ques tio n  becom es no­
t ic e ab le  the more the la t te r  advances;  in th is  can 
be included a lso  the Cuban revo lu tion . The re ­
su l t  is  confusion  and conflic ting  currents of 
thought — the s u re s t  reminder th a t  the le s so n s  of 
th e se  g rea t h is to r ic a l  developm ents  in China and 
Cuba have not been  su ff ic ien tly  s tudied  nor 
properly a s s im i la te d .  But th is  should a lso  serve  
as  a warning th a t  w ithout ser ious  study and 
thorough d is c u s s io n  of such  q u e s t io n s ,  the con ­
fusion  may become worse confounded.

Resolutions adopted a t  the Sixth World Con­
g re ss  dea l  quite  ex ten s iv e ly  with C h ina , and on 
a th eo re tica l ly  higher leve l  than i s current in the 
SWP. That the communes ex er t  g rea t  a t trac tio n  
on countries  emerging from co lon ia lism  is  a c k ­
now ledged. At the same time the Kremlin h o s t i l ­
ity to the communes is  correc tly  in terpreted  as 
fear of the ir  po ten tia l  danger to bureaucra tic  
au tho rity .  Other parts  d e sc r ib e  correctly  the 
CCP le a d ers '  cha l lenge  to the Kremlin opportunist 
concep t of peacefu l c o e x is te n c e ,  their warnings 
a g a in s t  i l lu s io n s  thus c rea ted  and the ir  in s is te n c e  
th a t  war is  inheren t in im peria lism . Similarly the 
Peking re jec t ion  of the Khrushchev notion th a t  
bourgeois parliam ents can  serve  a s  instrum ents  of 
revolutionary transform ation , i ts  em phasis  on un­
in terrupted revolution and the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
p ro le ta r ia t  — all  th e se  important points are duly 
no ted , only to be followed by a  rather s trange  
co n c lu s io n , to wit: "although the opposition  
be tw een  the C h inese  CP and the Soviet CP is  not 
th a t  betw een a revolutionary party and a c o n se r ­
va tive  one (in the workers s ta te)  th is  opposition  
has considerab le  c o n seq u en ces  for the revo lu tion ­
ary struggle  in the w orld" . A s trange conclusion  
in d eed , a so rt  of p o li t ica l  double ta lk .

More recen tly  the In te rna tiona l Sec re ta r ia t  
adopted  a reso lu tion  on "The R epercussions of the 
22nd Congress of the CPSU". I t  con ta ins  some 
pertinen t a n a ly s i s ,  but one point is  en tire ly  un­
warranted both th eo re tica l ly  and p ra c t ic a l ly .  As
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published in the Fourth In terna tional English 
ed it io n , No. 14, p . 20 , the reso lu tion  d ec lares :

"In re la tion  to the Mao T se-tung  tendency , 
we give i t ,  as  in the p a s t ,  c r i t ic a l  support where 
i t  defends a sharper a t t i tude  in re la tion  to imper­
ia l ism  and the co lon ia l b o u rg e o is ie . . .above  a l l  
when i t  abandons the whole S ta l in is t  concep tion  
of the 'revolu tion  by s ta g e s '  in the co lon ia l 
countries  and ad v an ces  em pirically  in i ts  own 
w ay, towards the theory of permanent revo lu tion ."

W hatever the S ta l in is t  conception  of revo lu ­
tion by s tages  is  supposed  to mean is not de fined . 
But the M arx is t  conception  of the revolution by 
s tag e s  in backward countries  — the bourgeois 
dem ocratic  s tage  and the s o c ia l i s t  s ta g e — is 
quite  familiar to a l l  of u s .  Evidently i t  is  fam il­
ia r to o th e rs ,  for i t  so happens tha t the p resen t 
CCP leadersh ip  has adhered co n sis ten tly  to th is  
concep t.  To make sure tha t  th is  is  c learly  under­
s tood , I w ill quote a se r ie s  of s ta tem ents  to th is  
e ffec t ,  made by Mao Tse-tung during the period 
from the 1927 d e fe a t  to the 1949 v ic to ry . Thus in 
November 1928, explaining the "Struggle in the 
Chingkang M ountains" , Mao wrote:

"At p resen t China certain ly  remains in the 
s tage  of the bourgeo is-dem ocra tic  revo lu tion . A 
program for a thorough dem ocratic  revolution in 
C h ina , in c lu d e s ,  e x te rn a l ly ,  the overthrow of 
im perialism  so as  to ach iev e  complete national 
l ibe ra tion , and in te rn a l ly ,  the c lean  up of the 
influence of the compradore c la s s  in the c i t i e s ,  
the completion of the agrarian  revo lu tion , the 
e lim ination of feudal re la tions  in the v i l la g e s ,  
and the overthrow of the government of the war­
lo rds .  We must go through such  a dem ocratic  
revolution before we can  lay a foundation for 
pass in g  on to so c ia l ism " .

In the same year , d isc u ss in g  the q u es t io n , 
"Why Can C h ina 's  Red Political Power E x i s t? " ,  
Mao Tse-tung  said:

"China is in urgent need of a bourgeo is-  
dem ocratic  revolu tion , and this revolution can be
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c o m p le te d  o n ly  u n der th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  pro­
le t a r ia t .  "

R eporting  to  a n a t io n a l party c o n fe r e n c e  in  
1 9 3 7 , M a o  to u c h e d  on  th is  s u b j e c t  a s  fo llo w s :

" C om m u n ists  w i l l  n e v e r  a b a n d o n  th e ir  id e a l  
o f  s o c ia l i s m  and c o m m u n ism , an d  w i l l  r e a c h  th e  
s t a t e  o f  s o c ia l i s m  and com m u n ism  by  g o in g  
th rou gh  th a t o f  b o u r g e o is -d e m o c r a t ic  r e v o l u t io n . . . 
W e a d v o c a te  th e  th eo r y  o f  th e  c o n t in u o u s  d e v e lo p ­
m en t o f  th e  d e m o c r a tic  r e v o lu t io n  in to  a s o c i a l i s t  
r e v o lu t io n ."  The n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r o le ta r ia n  le a d e r ­
s h ip  w a s  r e ite r a te d .

In 1 9 4 0 , M a o  T s e - tu n g  w ro te  h is  a r t i c l e ,
"On N e w  D em ocracy"  in  w h ic h  h e  p r e d ic te d  an  
in te r v a l  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  further  
d e c la r e d :

"The f ir s t  s t e p  or s t a g e  o f  th is  r e v o lu t io n  
i s  c e r ta in ly  n o t , and  c a n n o t  b e ,  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  
o f  a c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  u n der th e  d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  
th e  C h in e s e  b o u r g e o is ie ,  b u t w i l l  b e  th e  e s t a b ­
l is h m e n t  o f  a  n e w  d e m o c r a tic  s o c i e t y  u n der th e  
jo in t  d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  a l l  C h in e s e  r e v o lu tio n a r y  
c l a s s e s  h e a d e d  by th e  C h in e s e  p r o le ta r ia t . Then  
th e  r e v o lu t io n  w i l l  d e v e lo p  in to  th e  s e c o n d  s t a g e  
to  e s t a b l i s h  a s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y  in  C h in a , It i s  
c o r r e c t  and  f i t s  in  w ith  th e  M a r x is t  th eory  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n  to  s a y  th a t o f  th e  
tw o  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s t a g e s  th e  f ir s t  p r o v id e s  th e  
c o n d it io n  for th e  s e c o n d  and th a t  th e  tw o  m u st b e  
c o n s e c u t iv e  w ith o u t an  in te r v e n in g  s t a g e  o f  
b o u r g e o is  d ic t a t o r s h ip . . .F o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  n e w  
d e m o c r a c y  and for th e  fu tu r e , s o c ia l i s m ;  t h e s e  
a re  tw o  parts o f  o n e  o r g a n ic  w h o le  under th e  
g u id a n c e  o f  co m m u n ist id e o lo g y ."

A ga in  in  1 9 4 5 , s p e a k in g  "On C o a lit io n  G o v ­
ernm ent" , M a o  h a s  th is  to  sa y :

"It i s  o n ly  th rou gh  d e m o c r a cy  th a t s o c ia l i s m  
c a n  b e  a tta in e d  — th is  i s  th e  fu n d a m en ta l truth o f  
M a r x i s m . . . I t  w o u ld  b e  s h e e r  i l lu s i o n  to  try to  
b u ild  s o c ia l i s m  on  th e  ru in s o f  th e  c o lo n ia l ,  
s e m i- c o lo n ia l  an d  s e m i- f e u d a l  o r d e r . . .w ith o u t
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pushing to the end the dem ocratic  revolution 
which is dem ocratic  in c h a rac te r ,  a dem ocratic  
revolution of a new type led by the Communist 
P a r ty . . .  The carrying out of th is  program does not 
ye t advance China to so c ia l ism . This is  not a 
question  of being sub jec tive ly  desirous  of making 
th is  advance; i t  is  due to the fac t  tha t  the o b je c ­
tive po lit ica l and so c ia l  con trad ic tions  of China 
do not permit such an a d v an c e ."

F ina lly , in December 1948, when M ao T se-  
tung urged, "Carry the Revolution Through to the 
End" , he s ta ted  the CCP position more fully:

"If the revolution is  to be carried through to 
the end , we must use  the revolutionary method to 
wipe out all the forces of reac tio n , re so lu te ly ,  
thoroughly, wholly and c o m p le te ly . . . s e t  up a 
republic that is  a peop le 's  dem ocratic  d ic ta to r ­
sh ip  under the leadersh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t  and 
with the w ork e r-p easan t a l l ian ce  as  its  main 
body. . .c re a te  the p re requ is ites  of transforming 
China from an agricu ltu ra l country and make it 
poss ib le  for her to develop from a socie ty  with 
exp lo ita tion  of man by man into a s o c ia l i s t  
s o c i e t y . "

I have quoted s ta tem ents  by M ao Tse-tung 
so ex tensive ly  in order to convey a rounded im­
pression  of how deeply rooted was the concep ­
tion of revolution by s ta g e s .  But I think we 
should a lso  l is ten  to what Trotsky had to say on 
this  q u es t io n . I am citing  a few excerpts  from the 
a r t ic le ,  "C lass  Relations in the C hinese  Revolu­
tion" published in The New In terna tional March 
and April, 1938, It was w ritten  in 1927 , but 
never before pub lished . Trotsky s tated:

"To be lieve  tha t  w ithout the victory of the 
p ro le ta r ia t  in the most advanced co u n tr ie s ,  and 
prior to this  v ic to ry , China is  capab le  with her 
own forces of 'sk ipp ing  over the c a p i ta l i s t  s tage  
of developm ent1 is to trample under foot the ABC 
of M arxism .

"In the course  of the tra n s it io n a l period, 
the C hinese  revolution will have a genuinely



dem ocra tic , worker and p e asa n t  ch arac te r .  In its  
economic life ,  com m o d ity -cap ita l is t  re la tions  
w ill inev itab ly  predom inate. The po li t ica l  regime 
w ill be primarily d irec ted  to secu re  the m asses  as  
g rea t a share  as p o ss ib le  of the fruits of the d e ­
velopm ent of the productive forces an d , a t  the 
same tim e , in the p o lit ica l and cu ltu ra l u t i l i z a ­
tion of the resou rces  of the s t a t e .  The further 
developm ent of th is  pe rspec tive  — the p o ss ib il i ty  
of the dem ocratic  revolution growing over in to  the 
s o c ia l i s t  revo lu tion— depends com pletely  on the 
course  of the world revo lu tion , and on the econo ­
mic and p o lit ica l s u c c e s s e s  of the Soviet Union, 
as  an  in teg ra l part of th is  world revolu tion .

"That is  why it  is  of u tm ost importance 
today not to permit any muddling in the determ in ­
a tion  of the s tage  through which the Chinese  
revolution is p a ss in g .  It is  a question  not of the 
s o c ia l i s t  but of a bourgeo is-dem ocra tic  revolu ­
tion . And within the la t te r ,  i t  is  a question  of 
the struggle  betw een two methods: bourgeois 
c o n c i l ia t io n is t  a s  a g a in s t  w o rk e r-p easan t.  I t  is 
p o ss ib le  today only to sp ecu la te  as  to the manner 
and conditions in which the na tional dem ocratic  
revolution can r ise  to the s o c ia l i s t  revolu tion , 
w hether i t  w ill occur with or w ithout an in terrup ­
tion and whether this interruption w ill be long or 
b rie f .  The further march of even ts  w ill bring the 
n e ce ssa ry  c la r if ica tio n . But to smear over the 
question  of the bourgeois ch arac te r  of the p resen t 
revolution with general conside ra tions  of a non­
c a p i ta l i s t  developm ent is  to befuddle the Commu­
n is t  party and to disarm  the p ro le ta r ia t ."

P lease  note how c lo se  the concep tion  of 
Mao T se -tung  approxim ates tha t  of Trotsky. Let 
us see  next how this  problem worked out in real 
l i f e .

When assum ing s ta te  power the CCP leaders  
maintained the ir  view  tha t  the C h inese  revolution 
would be consummated in two s tag e s  — the bour­
g eo is-dem ocra tic  and the s o c ia l i s t .  The f irs t 
task  of the new regime was to carry through the
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h is to rica lly  be la ted  bourgeo is-dem ocratic  revolu ­
tion: overthrow of the Kuomintang, expulsion  of 
the im p e r ia l is ts ,  na tional unification and land 
reform. These s tep s  were brought to completion 
under the leadersh ip  of the working c la s s .

The compradore c a p i ta l i s t s ,  who had been 
in terlocked with the foreign im peria lis ts  and 
native  landlords and had monopolized economic 
life ,  were vanquished  with the Chiang K ai-shek  
regim e. Their properties (the major portion of the 
modern economy) were immediately con fisca ted  
and made s ta te  property. Private en terprise  
remaining in the hands of the na tional bourge­
o is ie  (medium and sm all c ap i ta l is ts )  was encour­
aged to develop  under government con tro l. Unlike 
the young Russian Soviet Republic, where c iv il  
war n e c e s s i ta te d  to ta l na tiona liza tion  in order to 
secure  m ilitarily  the power of the working c l a s s ,  
China could afford to take more tim e. C h ina 's  
c iv i l  war had a lready  been won. C ap i ta l is t  
ownership was allowed to operate under control 
of the new workers ' s ta te  as a means of fa c i l i ta ­
ting the res to ra tion  of a broken down economy.
At the same time the abolition  of landlordism and 
the d is tr ibu tion  of land to the peasan ts  brought 
the countryside  into the mainstream of the revo­
lu tion.

Apparently the s tage  of the bourgeo is-dem o­
c ra tic  revolution turned out le ss  protracted than 
the CCP leaders  had a n tic ip a ted .  Presumably 
a ls o  the im peria lis t  in tervention  by economic 
blockade acted  to speed developm ents. At any 
ra te ,  with the b a s ic  premise of land reform and 
economic reconstruction  a s su re d ,  the CCP put 
forward i ts  general line of the transition  to 
so c ia l ism . Where private en terprise  of the n a t ­
ional bourgeoisie  operated under government con ­
t r o l , they were now to be converted gradually from 
c a p i ta l i s t  ownership to ownership of the whole 
peop le , a " s tep  by s tep  abolition  of system s of 
exp lo ita tion  and the building of a s o c ia l is t  
s o c ie ty ."  State planning was in s ti tu ted  a n d in d u s -
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t r ia l iza t io n  becam e 'a  prime n e c e s s i ty .
Alongside of th ese  m easures there was a 

corresponding reorgan ization  of ag ricu ltu re . C o l­
lec t iv iza t io n  became a rea lity  through a se r ie s  of 
s tep s  in which each  new s tag e  followed log ica lly  
from the one proceeding . These carried  the p e a s ­
antry from the early  mutual aid te a m s ,  through the 
simple producer 's  co o p e ra t iv es ,  to the s o c ia l i s t  
type of coopera tives  and finally  the communes, 
s e t  up in 195 8. Each s tage  provided su ffic ien t 
time for ve rif ica tion  and developm ent to prove its  
p rogress ive ly  inc reas ing  value  to the p e a s a n ts ,  to 
agricu ltu re  and to so c ie ty .

In th is  manner, the bourgeo is-dem ocratic  
revolution became the n e c e s sa ry  preparation for 
the s o c ia l i s t  revo lu tion , and the s o c ia l i s t  revolu ­
tion was the inev itab le  outcome of the dem ocratic  
revo lu tion . As i t  unfo lded , the dem ocratic  s tage  
grew log ica lly  and w ithout pause into the s o c ia l ­
i s t  s t a g e ,  affirming in life the permanency of the 
revo lu tion . The re la t io n sh ip  of th e se  two s tag e s  
corresponded to M ao 's  concep tion  of "two parts 
of an  organic whole under the gu idance of commu­
n is t  id e o lo g y " . C orrec t leadersh ip  in th is  d e v e l ­
opment the CCP a tta in ed  through i ts  c lea r  under­
s tand ing  of both the d ifferences  and the in te rcon ­
nec tions  betw een the dem ocratic  and s o c ia l i s t  
re v o lu t io n s .

This is the h is to ric  reality  of the revolution 
by s ta g e s .  W hat remains to be c leared  up is: 
how can  th is  be labe lled  a S ta l in is t  concep tion?  
Since we cannot have any in te re s t  in hurling e p i­
the ts  a t  the C hinese  party le a d e rs ,  would i t  not 
be b e t te r  for the In te rna tiona l S ec re ta r ia t  to aban ­
don th is  en tire ly  unfounded ch arac te r iza t io n ?

There can be no doubt about the g rea t impor­
tance  of th is  q u es t io n . It is  fundamental to 
M arx is t  concepts  , i . e .  T ro tsky ist concep ts  , of 
revolutionary s tra te g y .  For the Fourth In te rna t­
ional which has the duty to educa te  a new gener­
ation of revo lu tion ists  , errors or d is to rt io n s  on 
th is  question  can have ser ious  co n seq u en ces  ,
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disorien ting  in na tu re . C onverse ly ,  the reso lu te  
in tervention  of T rotskyists  in the g rea t debate  
— a s  the S ecre tar ia t  reso lu tion  c a l ls  fo r - -  and the 
p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of revolutionary reorien ta tion  and 
regroupment now opening up , demands c la rity  
above a l l .

S O M E  C O N C L U S I O N S

W hat is  said  here does not a t  a l l  imply tha t 
none of the a sp e c ts  of CCP le ad ersh ip ,  p a s t  or 
p resen t are su b jec t  to c r i t ic a l  exam ination . I 
think they are in more ways than one , but any 
c r it ic ism  to be worthy of the name must proceed 
from a correc t b a s ic  a p p ra isa l  of i ts  position  and 
ac t io n s  as  a f ir s t  p re req u is i te .

No matter what c r i t ic ism  may now be made 
about i t ,  nobody can  deny tha t  the C h inese  Com­
munist Party did enjoy the support of the mass of 
the people , and it  did lead them in the struggle  
to overthrow the Kuomintang rule and lay the 
foundation for a s o c ia l i s t  so c ie ty .  During the 
second  C hinese  revolution which suffered terrib le  
d e fea t  in 1927 , the CCP, under the leadersh ip  of 
Chen Tu-hsiu  became a victim  of S ta lin 's  M en sh e ­
vik po licy . After th is  d e fea t  the party made a 180 
degree  turn to a le f t i s t  ad v en tu r is t  position  under 
the Li L i-san  and la te r  the Wang Ming leadership ; 
i t  was exem plified by the i l l - fa te d  Canton Com­
mune and the d isa s tro u s  attem pt to capture  C hang­
s h a .  This policy was not finally  changed until 
1935 by the e s tab lish m en t of the Mao Tse-tung  
leadersh ip  a t  the party conference a t  Tsunyi on 
the Long M arch from Kiangsi to Yenan. None of 
the former party leaders  were purged; they re ­
mained in responsib le  p o s i t io n s .

Through the hard school of ir rep ress ib le  
c iv il  w ar, and war a g a in s t  the Japanese  im peria l­
i s t  in v a s io n ,  the party had to s te e l  i t s e l f  and 
learn the le sso n s  th a t  prepared i t  for the victory 
in 1949. Thus the change from failure  and d e fe a t  
under S ta lin 's  policy to the struggle  for power in
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defiance  of the la t te r  was the outcome of a pro­
c e s s  filled with both rich and b itte r  e x p e r ien c e s .  
But the M ao Tse-tung  leadersh ip  remained a t  the 
helm to carry through the revolution which in its  
main course  "followed ob jec tive  laws long ago 
worked out by Trotsky ."

This is  the rea li ty  today, and i t  is  e s ta b ­
lished  beyond refu ta tion . But w hat happens to the 
a s se r t io n  tha t  th is  revolution was deformed? If 
such  were ac tu a lly  the c a s e ,  we should be obliged 
to adm it tha t  th e se  ob jec tive  laws have indeed 
proved fau lty . M atters  s tand  even worse with the 
various claim s tha t  the CCP leadersh ip  and its 
Peking regime is S ta l in is t .  W hat terrib le  con tra ­
d ic tion  in th eo re tica l  concep ts  if such claim s 
are g iven c redence!  A S ta l in is t  leadersh ip  guid ­
ing and d irec ting  a revolution which in i ts  main 
course  "followed laws long ago worked out by 
T rotsky", an d , moreover, leading to the e s ta b ­
lishm ent of a S ta l in is t  regime — how u tterly  rid i­
culous ! This is more confusion than any party 
can  to le ra te .  Therefore le t  us have done with 
th is  kind of n o n sen se .

Let us a c c e p t  the in e sc a p ab le  c o n c lu s io n .
It demands s tep s  n e c e s sa ry  to end th is  confusion: 
f i r s t ly ,  by dropping the ab su rd it ie s  about letorm- 
ed revo lu tion , S ta l in is t  regime and p o li t ica l  rev­
olution in China; seco n d ly ,  by adopting a p o s i ­
tion of c r i t ic a l  support to the Mao Tse-tung regime 
and i ts  b a s ic  p o l ic ie s .

O ctober 20, 1962
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letters (cont. from page 8)
p le a sa n t  and th an k le ss  chore of ac tua lly  studying 
the C hinese  revo lu tion . Horrid thought — but the 
cheerfu lness  with which they announce the victory 
of counte r-revo lu tion  in Ceylon and Pakistan  leads 
me to think tha t  they could not survive w ithout 
such  tra g e d ie s .  In te res ting ly  enough, the SWP, 
S p a r ta c is t ,  W orkers' League, the In terna tional 
S o c ia lis ts  and PL a l l  share', each  in i ts  own w ay , 
the same astounding  lack of M arxism  and the same 
gen ius for approaching rea lity  with form ulas, e te r ­
nal tru th s ,  and the c a teg o rica l  im pera tive . One 
wonders w hatever happened to the notion of M arx ­
ism as  a sc ien ce  and method, which has been  re ­
p laced  by the concep t of i t  a s  cu l t  and re lig ion .
. . . By the w ay, the Rosa Luxemburg ed ito r ia l  was 
gorgeous. A perhaps inappropriate  word, but d e s ­
c ribes  my feelings e x ac tly .

P.A.
Berkeley, C a lif .

D ear F r ien d s ,
I received  the i s s u e  of Revolutionary Age 

(Vol.2, number 2) which con ta ined  the long 
a r t ic le  on Feminism as a C la ss  S truggle , which 
I have read with much in te re s t .  I agree with the 
b a s ic  point tha t  the women's s trugg le , if i t  i s  to 
g e t  anyw here , must be made up of more than sing le  
i s s u e s  — experience  te l ls  me tha t  people a re n 't  
going to learn about the rea l  world by dividing i t  
up into single  i s s u e s  like a sa lam i into separa te  
s l i c e s .  The s truggle  must help women understand 
and fight a g a in s t  the rea l  c au se s  of the ir  o p p ress io n , 
which a t  p resen t re s id e  in c ap ita l ism  and in the 
nuc lear  family which is  one of its  founda tions . 
Because the a rt ic le  d e a ls  with th is  b a s ic  point a t  
len g th ,  i t  is  one of the b e s t  things I have read on 
the s u b je c t .  . . .

L.R.
Toronto, Canada
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