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and at the annual Conference of the N.U.R. in 1023 there will be
more than 3 delegates in opposition to the present polic;l'_ of the
National Union of Railwaymen as personified in J. H. Thomas.

The Miners.

The Miners’ Federation of Great Britain hold their annual
Conference on-Juli 18th- at Blackpool. Never in its history has
the Feederation been faced with such a crises as confronts’ it at
the present time. Since the strike of last year the conditions of
the miners have gone from bad to worse.” They are living and
‘working, under conditions of the most awful and abject poverty.

%wo years ago, the miners were the most powerful faclors
in English economic, life. Today they are the cinderellas of
English industry. In many districts wages are down {o the mini-
mum. In others they are below what they were in 1914, and the
cost of living is still 80 % above 1914. )

Unemployment is still abnormally high, over 100,000 miners
beinE out of work. In South Wales in some coal pits after
working 6 days the miners have £1 18s. to take as wages. The
position is now so grave that the press and Parliament have
taken the matter up. The press advocates cheapening transport
to assist in a trade revival and so find the miners work, at the
same time the press points out to the miners that the rail-

waymen’s wages much higher than theirs, and blames ' the
trade depression on high freight rates.
Parliament through its capitalist representative, Mr.

Bridegeman, told the miners to “Grin and bear it”. But the
miners are getting into an ugly mood; their Conference will be
a place where all the bitterness and misery of the last 12 months
will find an outlet.

It was stated in Parliament on July 6 that in 1920 the
number of fatal accidents in mines were 1,103, and there were
no fewer than 117,000 persons seriously injured. This is a
terrible price to pay for geninﬁ coal, and particularly so when
the coal is got for wages which only mean starvation.

We are confidemnt the Conference will demand an end of the
present agreement, and that unless the capitalists are prepared
o increase wages, then there is every probability the miners
will be on strike in September,

A resolution that will arouse a keen debate is down in the
name of South Wales, asking the Federation to secede from the
Amsterdam International and join the Red Trade Union
International. Mr. Frank Hodges will oppose this, but he
will have to fight very hard to prevent the South Wales delegates
from carrying the conference with them.,

There is also sure to be a keen discussion on the action
of Frank Hodges in writing articles for a capitalist newspaper,
in the course of which he made an extremely ditty attack upon

the miners’ veteran leader, Bob Smillie.. The miners will have

some strong words to say to this young upstart from Ruskin
College who at 34 is a snobbish prig, and has forgotten that the
miners paid for his education to enable him to fight their battles
against capitalism. 1f Hodges is hali the man that Bob Smillie
is when he arrives at the latter’s age he will have done well.

" Altogether the Conference of the miners will be well worth
studying. :

| THE WHITE TERROR
The Dombal Trial.

By Felix Kon (Moscow).

- The trial and the conviction of Comrade Dombal is of great

signmificance for the Polish labor movement. At a time when
Poland was divided among three governments and was breaking
the heart of “all Europe” with its wailing protests against
oppression, its ruling classes, headed by the nobility and the
bourgeosie, were making excellent use of Czarism and Kaiserism
for their own inferests, in the class struggle against the
proletariat and peasantry,

In every one of the three countries that shared Poland
Messrs. Radziwill, Potocki and their brand, were the most
faithful servanis of these imperialistic governments, The high
and middle nobility of Austrian and Prussiapn Poland gained
for themselves all advantages on a par with the agrarian interests
of the dominaling nationalities, and the bourgeoisie of Russian
Poland did not have to be coaxed to take advantage of the
Siberian and Far East markets.
iits obtained by lhe.rulinﬁ class from the “foreign governments”.
In its struggle against the prolefariat both, in city and country,
the exploiting class was in a still more favorable situation.

. All the judicial and administrative repressive measures
against the Polish working class were executed not by the Polish
bourgeoisie, but by the foreign governments. Hence the ruling
class was able to shift the responsibility for all repressive
measures upon the Czarist and Kaiser Governments. The Polish

These were not the only ben&_.

bourgeoisie piled up huge profits for iself, but washed its hands
in innocence. And it succeeded in deceiving the ignorant masses
who were convinced that under their “own”, “patriotic’ and
“genuine Polish” govermment, no repressive measures could take
race ..... Were only the Polish Government inde
hought the masses, we would all enjoy the “liberty”, freedom
and eq;_xahty'of democracy.
hen it came about that with the aid of the revolutionary
proletariat of Russia, Germany and Austria, Poland “suddenly”
regained her independence. ~ At present, Poland is ruled
neither Czar nor Kaiser. . .. The head of the present Polis‘
Government is the former Socialist, Josef Pilsudsky, whom the
Polish Socialist Party to which he formerly belonged, supported
mn ever&lway. '
as it then possible for one not to expect that Poland
would turn into a true paradise? Only
could doubt it. And indeed, the expect paradise came, No
coungrY has yet witnessed such an unrestricted chauvinism, such
unbridled speculation and such a cynically open struggle against
the working class and against the poor peasants, as did Poland.
The ruling classes of Poland have shown themselves worthy of
their former oppressors; in fact, they even surpass them in that
they combine the Czarist bloodthirstiness with German system.

The results soon made their appearance. Nowhere, not
even in France, is the atmosphere saturated with so bloody a
spirit of vengeance against Soviet Russia as in the country whose
head is a former J)nsoner of the Czar and a former ‘‘Socialist”,
Pilsudski. We need not review the entire sequence of “campaigns”
which Mr. Pilsudski has launched against Soviet Russia and which
the working class and the Polish peasantry.had to pay for so dearly.
Suffice it to say that through the high price it payed, the Palish
proletariat regained its class-consciousness, ough somewhat
tardy, it nevertheless finally realized who its enemies were, the
Russian workers or its own exploiters, . .. The Communist
Party strove with all its enerﬁly to intensify this class-congcious-
ness and for this reason all the cruel blows of the class enemy
were directed against it.

But the cruel fist of the Polish reaction could not destroy
the proletarian movement. One of the first ¢hampions of the
Polish proletariat was the representative of the ‘Middle Galician
poor peasanfry in the Sejm, Comrade Dombal. At the time
of the Polish invasion of Soviet Russia and the Ukraine, Dombal
was fnot yet a Communiatt. hBut being an hol:‘lest and seli-
sacrificing representative of the poor peasantry, he soon percei-
ved the grue nature of the imperialistic * roger invasion of
proletarian Rugsia by the Polish nopility, and he raised his

werful voice in the stronghold of Polish reaction, in the famous
olish Constituent As ly, where he had the courage to
unmask and denounce the Pdlish robbers. ;

Not long after, Dombal joined the ranks of the Comw
munist Party. Up to the time when Comrade Lanitzki left the
Polish Socia{ Democratic Party to join the Communists, Comrade
Dombal was the only representative of the working class in the
Polish Sejm. But this fact did not intimidate him; he knew
that he had the support of the millions of Polish workers and
peasants, and he revealed the whole vileness of the foreign as
well as the inner policies of the “inde t’ and ‘‘democratic”
Polish Republic. Comrade Dombal me the target for all
the rage and hatred of the Polish landlords, who thought that
by destroying Dombal they could destroy the whole movement.
As Deputy of the Sejm, Dombal was immune. . .. But that
did not really matter, The Sejm was only too glad to get rid
of him by handing him over to the authorities, who stopped at
nothing in the attempt to-furnish evidence against Dombal:
Nothing, however, could be proyen against him. The witnesses
did not confirm that he called for an armed revolt; under the
present circumstances he could not possibly have done so. But
the obedient Socialist Party came to the aid of the landlords in
the person of the Deputy Malinovski. Comrade Dombal was
the bitterest enemy of the Socialist Party. He alone was in a

sition to expose and denounce the treason of this party from
F}?e Parliamentary tribune. No wonder then that the Socialist
Party of Poland revenged itself on Comrade Dombal. Malinovski
falsely testified that at a public meeting Comrade Dombal called
the workers to armed revolt. That was more than sufficient for
the bourgeois court of ‘Justice” which had its class enemy in
its hands. Comrade Dombal was sentenced {o six years hard
labor. . .
The bourgeoisie and nobility of Poland are jubilant.
Another leader of the working class cleared out of the way. . . .
In their utter disregard of past experiences from Czarist times
they seem not have learned yet that the prisoner Dombal wi

become the hero of the working class from whose midst hundreds

and thousands of Dombals will arise. The present rulers will
then fall and Comrade Dombal will‘be honored throughout Soviet

Poland. ; K
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|  POLITICS

The British Labor Party, the L L. P.

and Communist Affiliation.
By Thomas Bell (Moscow). )

The British Labor Party is a phenomenon in itself. It is
a pecaliarly British product that could scarcely flourish
elsewhere. ~ .

It is not a Party in the strict sense of the word; it is
rather a loose federation of trade unions, trades councils, and
a-few minor Socialist societies thrown in. But its main support,
financial and moral, is in its powerful trade union backing.

- This ver¥ loogeness has always been its proud boast. Its
leaders ‘have always bragged about its catholicity when faced
with the demands of Social Democratic elements for a more
definite Socialist and centralized policy, or when assisted by
reactionary conservative trade unionists who did not want fo
be tained with Socialism. Indeed its very name, ‘ The Labor
Party ”,’and why it came fo be labelled such is a most interest-
ing page in the Party’s llisto? that is worth reading. For the
present it will suffice to poinf out that the struggle of twenty
years.ago to give the Labor Party a definite Socialist constitution
and objective found its most strenuous opponent in the late Keir
Hardie and Bruce Glasier, botlf~pioneers of the present lndelpem
dent Labor-Party which is affiliated to the 2! International.

. Again and again, when the- fanatical sectarians of the
Social Democratic Federation, tried to impose a full-fledged
Marxian constitution on the Party, Hardie and his followers
m the LL.P. insisted upon keeping Socialism in the background
n case it would frighten awa liberal trade umionists and
upon the need for rallying afl “ progressives” under the one
banner. The one condi that an obsession with Hardie
was the recognition of the strict i ence of the Labor
larl{ from the bourgeois Liberal or Tory Parties. And just
as they fought against a definite Socialist program or con-
Slitution, 8o "they compelled men like Richard

of the Rail-

‘Waymen, who were more Liberal than Labor, to clear out of

re. never was an uestion
of the SD.F, or of an ,aﬂ{linq
extreme, Extreme “

The LL.P. was not slow to take advantage of its oppor-
tunities. It threw itself into the practical daily struggles of the
workers. In the trade unions, in the cooperatives, in the various
labor groups and Socialist clubs the L.L.P. was to be found,
not as a mere critic, but occupying official posts.

The trade union jobs which they monopolized were used
as financial feeders for the rising Labor Representation Com-
mittees; the cooperatives and their guilds were utilized for
educational work, but always and everywhere the LL.PJer was
to be found trying to put his stamp on the particular organi-
Zation he was working with.

[t matters not that out of this great pioneer work there
grew a crop of opportunist place-hunters and politicians who
now act as_ lightning conductors to run every revolutionary
aspiration of t roletariat into the ground. Nor need we be
Surprised that today nine-tenths of the Labor Party officials
are either actual members of the I.L.P. or have been in the past.
The important thing is the lessons from their experience as
a Party. And this is just what the Communist Party has done.

e formation of the Communist Party in July 1920 was
something more than a mere formal unity ofv groups or parties.
It represented the synthesis of theoretic Marxism with revolu-
tionary practice. Its declaration for immediate affiliation with
the Labor Party and participation in all the daily struggles
of the working class wiped out the exclusiveness and sectarianism
of the past, and showed quite clearly that the Communists were

‘determined to be a live party of the masses and not a mere

educational club.

Whether the Labor Party causus had hoped or not that
we were going to be another little sect and were dissappointed
is immaterial. They were taking no risks, and so when our
application for affiliation was made we were pramptly turned
down. Rejected by the leaders of the Labor Party most of
whom, be it are LL.P’ers, our Party concentrated
on the -Local Labor Party Councils and succeeded in retaining
a hold in nineteen Locals.

All Communist branches were urged o renew application
to the Local Labor Party and in two important centres, London
and Glasgow our ipp‘!cations were sympathetically received.
Ouq the strength ‘of the recommendations ‘of the two latter bodies
our Executive proposed a meeting with the Labor Party E.C.

discuds  with™ them the outstending differences and try to
arfivé at some definite settlement.
" After two-hours discussion we retired to await a question-

couraged to meét under. the common, roof of Labor’s ‘own . polilical - nﬁre {o be prepared by the Labor Party E.C. for the Communist
Party, Iy the -light of their wisdom the Social Democrats 'as  Pasty to: answer; ﬁéby ies to be put before the Labor Party
it el gt e WS O ol o b~
g e AN ) § ; Y Nt UTHE di iop at that joint comynittee meeting - no
OF Matuidt, -+ w1 x T Proregnds of the pure m o dodst ih“'du?'!mﬁmdi’%ﬂ the .%‘32: of the CP, had trealed &
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i Labor Parly; a situation that would not the fop. We must now iry 1o do from below what we capnot
:‘I.y %ti‘:o&w alm-plr the eo'u:mally is dn‘r:c‘z do fn: tb‘e,et?m Our g.or:{rnt’be Engiud:al‘lh mh ve ?;ul ﬂ=
den{u‘ but would also tra 8 ) prov heads :
?\{m:i';emenmrdgl‘enrcyn: betweepn the LL.P. and the Communists. : against them that the demand of the Communist Party,
The ition of Henderson and Sidney Webb is under- for the right fo take place in the Labor Party camnot be set
standable. m gentlemen are clearly professional politicians aside. The meed for a single front against the: capitalist offen-
who do not hide behind pseudo-Socialist phrases. It is different sive is greater today than ever it was, U the . impulse
with Jowett, MacDonald and the LL.P. ly. The latter of the Communists the nuqer:i are f;re‘m tg‘ l‘l‘x!eu um%,m and
still lisps the formulas of Socialism an prelends 1o speak -strengthening their organlnza o:l: &uﬁ s, e .are
solely in the name of the working class. Its traditional policy driving home fo the metal workers the lessons of their noe::
has {:am fo make the Labor Party more and more a Socialist defeat. We are heading the struggles of the ed again
party, after its own type, of course. It was mmntleboum;!gtrye :’l:e charity g:.l:ee bwrmm and the half-hea Measures
s tei resentatives i abor Pa opoun Labor leaders. X
Lo“exr:ct ousru 321::::: Lmrrqu;howed, land ‘;s the subsequent ith and amongst the proletarian the Communist

Easter Conference of the LL. fngoe;lle('l), tl:'&e is now no longer
ea for the existence o arties.

- rTls::nlife\vork of Keir Hardie—the pioneer#®f the L.L.P.—

is mow consummated in the Labor Party. The Labor Party is

now commitied to all the LL.P. is asking for. »

Moreover both parties are agreed in their opposition to
the Communist International. The issues at the joint meeting
were clearly the difference between the Second and the Third
Internationals. Henderson tried to make the Communist Party
an Anarchist outfit by suggesting that since we did not acceﬁt
parliamentary democracy as the method of bringing about the
social emancipation of the working class there was no common

round betwixt us. A well-thum copy of the Theses and
tatutes of the Communist International was produced by
Henderson's secretary and quoted against us. They had clearly
studied our position. But it was of no avail for us to show
them by citing from their own copy of our Theses that the
C.P. was not anti-parliamentarian but that, while we had big
parliamentary groups in the Third International, nevertheless
we recognized the limitations of bourgeois democracy and so
provided for extra-parliamentary action. We proved to them how
even the Labor leaders themselves, as in the case of the “ Coun-
cils of Action” that were thrown up to resist a new war on
the side of Poland against Soviet Russia, were prepared fo
resort to ‘‘illegal” and extra-parliamentary action. On the
other hand we quoted from the constitution of the Vienna or
2% International to which the L.L.P. and one of its members
F. W. Jowett who was then sitting in the President’s Chair
of the Labor Party belong, where that body actually contemplates
armed revolt as an alternative to bourgeois democracy. We
asked to be treated on the same terms.

Another point of objection to the C.P. is that we are
“ under orders from Moscow ” and therefore woflld not be lo al
to the Labor Party constitution and accept the Labor W
in the House of Commons. To this argument we pointed out that
while we were a loyal constituent member of the Third Inter-
national, nevertheless, it was sheer Imaver¥( to suggest that we
were bereft of all initiative ‘'on matters aifecting conditions in
licy of the Communist Party in
relation to its members would in no way create a new situation
since it was a comumon practice to find Labor Members voting
against each other in the House of Coumons.

The substantial difference between us is purely the oppo-
sition of the leaders of the Labor Parlg as representing the
Second and the 2!% internationals, and the policy of the Com-
munist International. This is clearly shown by the decision of
these leaders to recommend the rejection of our affiliation when
it came before the Party Conference which is now sitting in
Fdinburgh. o

But while rejecting our affiliation these gen!lemen dared
to go further. They also amended the Consutufion 1o make
it compulsory for: [) all delegates to the Party Congress ‘ to
accept the Labor Party constitution” and 2) for candidates to
local or municipal bodies to belong to an organization that
accepts the constitution. Henderson fears that even if defe_al_ed
in the open congress we may still work through the localities
and {rade unions as their delegates and he wants to close every
door against us. o

%he LL.P. fraction in the Labor Party cheerfully joined
hands with Henderson in creating their barbed wire fence since
they now find the Communists are supplanting them everywhere

England. The centralized

y by the practical daily work or our members in the trade unions,
“1ra

‘

' it |

des councils and amongst the unemployed.

: As I have already indicated, the leadership of the Labor
Party is a caucus or junta of these Second and 2/ Internationals.
This™ decision fo reject the demand of the Communists for a
upifed front is a close parallel to the yellow leaders’ sabotage at
the Berlin Conference of the united front of the world prole-

- tariat.- At the same time it clearly shows these leaders on the
offenisive against us. It 1s another illusiration of how the leaders
do not want a united front and our inability to achieve it from

Party will go forward undaunted and yet break h ‘the
caucus of professional politicans, the Hendersons !

ses, b&rd)omlds, etc., who are now so hilhﬁ.lll'y playing
the role of watchdogs for democracy.

:

The Crisis in the Italian Socialist
Party.

By Umberto Terracini (Rome).

The revolt of the Socialist Parliamentary fraction nfamst
the Party leadership, their declaration that they will not follow;
the decisions of the same and their constituting themselves an
“ Autonomous Group” until the next Party Congress, to which
alone they will answer for their actions, has caused an immediate
repercussion throughout the whole Ita litical camp. As &
matter of fact the Italian Socialist par on£ lived in t]he actiyity,
of its Parliamentary group. On the other d a Parliamentary,
fraction of over 120 members under a constitytionally demgocratic
Parliamentary regime cannot simply be ignored by the other
Parliamentary fractions.

At present, Ifaly has a Right Government which is made:
the Conservatives {o.the'"
ose-extreme- left wing just touches the -

up of all Parliamentary iroupe, from
Catholic Peaples Party, w . :
right winﬁ‘o the Par Left, i. e. the Social Reformists.
Some of the many so-called “democratic” groups among {hem,
those of the former Prime Minister Nitti, have not. entered the
government, a fact that justifies the statesnent that in Italy, in
confrast to other countries, “ Democracy”- has not the charagter|
of an opposition, but quite on the confrary, is the slavé and'
lackey 3? reactionary capitalism. . kad
The existence of such a ministry was the prerequisite fon
the entry of the Social Democrats into the government. 'In Tact,
while the present government allowed the Facisti the greatest
freedom of action and even directly supported them with its
press, it was instrumental in creating a state of mind among the
workers which sought desperately for' a means of rescue and
considerably facilitateq the propaganda of the Communists, un
the slogan of mass a and the united front; but’ which at the
same time provifed the reformists with a concrete basis for ex-
perimenting with their tactics. . .

A ial Democratic coalition government therefore had
to appear before the country with an outspoken anti-Fascisti.
rogram, This follows as much from the declarations of the
rea rs of the present majority of the Socialist Parliamentary
fraction as from the decided o‘:poenu.)ual. attitude of the Fascisti
Party agains{ the new political combination. The various bour-
geois Parliamentary groups therefore take an attitude towards
the coalition proposal of the Social Democrats according to their,
sympathies and relations with the Fascisti. Whilst, thereforei
tze Eeﬂ Liberal followers of Nitfi 1mmed|ate|L became apostles.o
coalition, the Reform Socialists,* whose leader Bonomi  had
supported .the White Guards in every respect, brought in a
Sigylline decision in order not to compromise itself in any direc-
tion for the time being. On the other hand the Agrarians, the
Nationalists and the %ighi Liberals announced their absolute
hostility to the remotest possibility of coalition, which would
place J:em in the minority and conseclueplly keep them from the
state apparatus, The P(;:Pular (Catholic_Peoples Party) has,
under the influence of its Party Secretary. Don Sturzo, (the black
_giant of Ifalian politics) caused it to be clearly. understood that
iey are not disinclined to participate in the new government. .

It thus seems that a parliamentary majority, though buf a
small one,. is already assured for the government which is.:to

be formed. The negotiations for its formation are meeting . with «

obstacles which are not to be easily overcome and the crisis. of

¢ Not to be confounded with the I?‘resent right wing. of '

t ocialist party (Turati, Treves, Modigliani, D’Aragona, efc.)
“hﬁésforhn. tE:lis’;s‘ " js. the name.used by ‘those who. were, gx-
pelled from the party as long ago as 1912 on account of their
support of the Tripoli war (Bissolati, Bonomi, efc.).

]
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the present cabinet which seemed imminent, ¥ postponed from
day to day. November is already spoken of as the month in
which the * old and glorious Party ” * will enfer the government.

This delay does not arise from the fear that the Fascisti,
at the first, be it ever so timorous gesture of the Social Demo-
cracy minister against the reaction, will answer with an action
extending throughout Haly, and leading to a mintary dictator-
‘ship. Perhaps still greater is the fear that the proletariat which
has already Fiven unequivocal evidence of its resurgence, might
immediately face the government with that tremendous and tragic
dilemma which has been the grave of honor of all Social Demo-
cratic- governments up till now: “ Fither with the proletariat
or against the proletariat!”

The metal workers’ movement, as in every year at about
this fime, is opening the period of great labor struggles in taly.
After some weeks of ostensible negotiations and encounters, {he
National Council of the F.LO.M. (Metal Workers’ Federation)
met at Genoa on the 16th June, The leaders of the Federation,
with Bruno Buozzi, who is a member of Parliamen{ and also
plays a leading role in the C.G.L. (General Labor Federation)
at the head, again advoca their traditional tractics, the tactics
of * little by little”, which consists in frittering away all trade
union activity in little eﬁisodes, according to locp{it ., category
and workshop, and which up to now has always eJ to defeat.
The Communists this time also promulgated their program of
united altion which demands the linking up of all isolated
struggles into one, great, united action.

The proposal of the Communist Party consisted of two
parts; first, the rejection of the new agreements offered by the
employers, to be followed by the general strike of the metal
workers; secondly, to demand of the Alleanza del Lavoro
(alliance of the greatest trade union federations) the proclama-
tion of the general strike throughout the whole of Italy. The first

rt of the Communist proposal was adopted against the will of
he leaders by an overwhelming majority of 80, voles against
12,000; and it was only thanks to their diplomatic cleverness that
the leaders prevented complete defeat. For this purpose they put
forward a resolution in which they advocated the very Communist
tactics against which they had always fought, and under
cover of this smuggled in a vote of confiderce for themselves.
Thus the vote of confideuce in the.leaders was carried by 47,000
votes against 38,600 Communist votes. In this way the
}e!om}ists succeeded in refaining for the time being the leader-
of the F.1.O.M. and the control of the general strike which

will begin in a few days.

It can taken as almost certain that the metal workers'
strike will only be the first step to a far greater movement.

No bourgeois politician who claims to be a friend of the
workers is therefore dis'llzosed to take the reins of government
just now, because in the event of an open conflict he will
imunediately have to side with the employers and to fight openly
and brutally against the workers, This explains why these bour-
gzgis politicians who at first employed all their arts to brigg the

ial Democrats to their present atfitude, now hesitate to con-
clude the Toalition. pact with them. They are still undecided;
even though the Socialists have declared with remarkable
candor, throught their member of Parliament and General
Secretary of Land Workers Union, Nino Nazzoni, in an
iterview - with the Editor of the /I Communista (No. 143 of
'June 18th, 1922), that they are prepared to break up every prole-
tarian movement or any attempt at such by force.

The bourgeoisie still fears the strength of the workers, in
spite of the fact the Fascisti are terrorizing the proletarian
organizations or destroying them, and although the Socialists
have betrayed and split the workers.

| IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Fourih Balkan Communist
Conference.
By Gamma.

Towards the end of -June the Fourth Balkan Communist
Conference was held at Sofia. Together with the delegates
of the Communist Parties of Bulgaria, Greece, Roumania and
Jugoslavia as well as those of the Balkan Federation of Com-
munist Youth which together constitute the Balkan Communist
Federation, there also- took part in the Conference delegates
from the Communist g of Constantinople and theeam-
Munist Party of Austria with a voice but no vote: The Execufive
of the Communist International was represented by ‘Comrade
Miliutin. In all 21 delegates took part in the Conference.

T
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After a few words offFreetin from the Secrefary of the
Federation, Comrade Kolaroff, the (g,onfereuce immediately pro-
ceeded under the chairmanship of the same comrade {o the
discussion of the questions on the agenda. The report on the
activities of the Executive since the third conference was de-
livered by Comrade Kolaroff. After a short debate a resolution
was unanimously adopted expressing approval of the Execufive
and of the Secretariat, acknowledging the valuable ‘assistance
afforded the Secretariat by the Comniunist Party of Bulgaria,
and also emphasizing that the Executive would not be in a
position fo fulfil its duties unless all sections sent permanent
delegates to the Executive.

Following this, a number of detailed reporfs were delivered
on the condition and activities of the Balkan Communist Parties,
as well as the position of the Youth moven This point on
the agenda concluded with the report of ColWfde Kabakichieff
upon the general political situation in the Balkans. The two
Committees naminated by the Conference (o deal with (hese
reports, on which {(here sat delegates from all sections, drew
up two resolutions dealing exhaustively with these questions:
one on the general situation in the %alkans, and the other
on the urgent tasks of the Communjst Parties of the Balkans,
both of which were unanimously adopted by the Conference.
Comrade Dimitroff reported upon the trade union movement m
the Balkans. The resolution moved by him was adopted with
a few alterations.

The Conference ir” the same way decided upon a number
of practical measures in connection with the organization and
activity of the Executive, the publication of a Balkan Bulletin,
the setting up of a Balkan Archive, the drawing up of an
agrarian program, efc. After the election of the new Federation
Executive and the authorization by the Conference of the same
to issue a manifesto to the working masses of the Balkans, the
Conference concluded with a few words by Comrade Kolaroff
upon the importance of the work accomplished by it as well
as on to what had been achieved by the various sections for the
development and consolidation ‘of the Balkan Communist
Federation.

For the first time since the war the Communist Darfies
of the Balkans were able to overcome all the prevailing diffi-
culties engendered by the Reign oi Terror in the Balkan
countries and fo gather together at a full and represen(ative
Lonference, and this in a Balkan town itself. This fact shows
on the one hand that the consciousness of the necessity for
building . up the Balkan Communist Federation is sufficiently
developed among 2l the Communist Parties of the Balkans, and
on the bther hand that the White Terror of the Balkan bour-
%eoisie is far from able to crush the Communist movement.

he presence of the delegates from the Communist groups
(Turkish and - others) of Constantinople, shows that the Com.
munist movement is making rapid headway in this important
Balkan centre and that right from the beginning it feels the
need of linking up with the Communist movements of the other
Balkan countries. The exhaustive debates and the unanimously
adopted resolutions show that the Comununist Parties of the
Balkans are earnestly grappling with their common tasks, that
they follow with the liveliest interest the doings of the Comi-
munist Parties of the other countries, that they are prepared
to be mutually helpful for the strengthening of the Communist
movement and that harmony prevails between them with regard
to their understanding of the general and particular tasks of the
Communist Parties. All this Eears testimony to the vitality and
rapid growth of the young Communist Federation. The ser-
viceable participation of the delegate from the Communist Inter-
national in the work of the Conference is a guarantee that the
Balkan Section of the Communist International will develop in
entire accord with the latter.

Of the non-Balkan parties, the Communist Party of
Austiria was the only one represented at the Conference. This
oes to prove that interest in the Communist Movement of the

lkans is still very slight among the brother Communist
Parties of the Communist International. At the conference it
was painfully- evident that the Communist Parties of a number
of countries’ which owing to the policy of their governmeats
and their rulin&‘ classes are very closely bound up with the
position in the Balkans did ‘mot consider it necessary to respond
to “the pressing invitation to put themselves into immediafe
cognection’ with the Comununist Parties of the Balkans. Parti-
cularly valuing the moral and political assistance of the Com-
munist- Parties of the Enlente countries for the "ml of the
revolution ‘in. the Balkans, the Conference pointed out that oaly
through ' the strengthening . and the energetic activity of the
Bailkan ' Communist Federation would the Balkan proletariat
for iteelf. the'‘slipport of the international proletariat
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IN SOVIET 'RUSSIA
The Third Session
of the Cenirosoyus.

By G. Kramaroff,

The third All-Russian Session of the Cen us ferminated
on the 8th of July. This session had a disfinct business
character and has ‘directly approached the solution of all the

tions ing to cooperative activity. As was fo be expected
1ﬂ attention of the conference was concentrated chiefly m
the inner erganization of the cooperative sociefies. It dealt
of all with relations between the so-called bourgeois and the
workers’ cooperative societies. The session decided upon a
unification of organization and activity of the cooperative societies.
The dualism and confusion which previ prevailed in
s:z&i:g the Erolﬂuiu elements organized in the co:hpaahve
e were ml% removed. Owing to the decree of May 12th
of last year, the Workers’ Com:zﬁve Society was gadually‘
built up to a complete, self-sufficient organization in pendent
of the general cooperative organization.

This went on quite organically, in spite of the fact that
the decree and the 4th Al Russian Trade Union Congress decided
that the Workers’ Cooperative only formed a' provisional
organization whose task it was to realize the monies which were
1o be paid to the workers in place of goods in kind and premiums.
Such an osganization confained in itself the danger of a split in
the comsumers’ cooperative societies. The Conference could obviate
this danger. 1t decided: 1. That the Workers’ Cooperative
Societies are 1o carry on the work of supply. 2. Between the
cooperative societies and the trade umions ‘;ﬂe closest connection
must be established (part of the members of the Administrative
Council of Centrosoyus and the district cooperative societies
(Gubsoyus) have to be elected in agreement with the corresonding
irade union executives and are res ible to the trade union
organizations for the supply of the Workers Cooperative

ieties). 3. The remainder of the stocks of goods shall be used
exclusively for supplying the workers.

In the industrial districts independent alliances of the
Workers’ Cooperative Societies may be formed. All these decisions
will on the one hand prevent the division of strength in the
Workers’ Cooperative Societies, with us as well as in Western
Europe, and safeguard the interesis of the Workers Coopera-
tive g)cieties which alone form the basis for the Consumers’
Cooperative Societies, and on other hand shall in this way avoid
the breach between the Workers’ and the Peasants’ Cooperative
Societies,

The economic differences among the population of Russia
must in no event be forgotten. The session desired further {o
point out that the cooperative society as a whole has fo serve
the interests of the Soviet Power; the dictatorship of the prole-
fariat can only be realized in such a way and by such means
which not only do not oppose the interests of the workers to
those of the peasants, but which create possibilities which tend
fo promote common work and common action with regard to
the reconstruction of the economic order.

In the second place the agreements which have been con-
cluded with the so-called cooperative societies of the old school
must be noted. This agreement between the Communist fraction
and the fraction of the nonpartisans determined that in the new
executive of the Centrosoyus (consisting of 15 members) three
non-Communists should be elected, whicﬁ in general corresponds
to the relative strengths of the two fractions. In the same way
nou-party members were elected to the Administrative Council and
the Control Commission of the Centrosoyus. On the whole,
this second fact did not comie quite unexpected. Since the time
when the Soviets no longer had to fight on the fronts and could
devote ail their energy to economic reconstructim, the coopera-
five societies have had possiblities of development as
are not to be found in Western Europe. Only in Russia is it
possible that all the important governmental authorities lend the
cooperative societies every assistance and support in all their
economic undertakings. Only in Russia is it possible that the
Soviet for the Defence of Labor (the highest economic institu-
tion), authorizes the state industries to grant credit in goods {o
the cooperative societies.

After the CooFerative International had recognized the
Cenirosoyus as the sole representative of the Russian ooperative
Societies and conferred upon it all the rights which National
Cooperative Executives enjoyed, the emigrated cooperative societies
of tﬁ: old school could not do anything else but retire voluntarily
and transfer to the Centrosoyus all funds deposited abroad and
all branch establishments abroad. In this manner the cooperative
societies of the old school which remained in Russia have lost

members of the Executive and the Administrative Council.
. In conclusion we wish to call attention fo the general spirit
which found expression in all the speeches of the delegates. is
spirit was full of the joy of endeavor and self-confidence. The

. r assurance. The time of "
dreaming is finally over, as is also the spirit of depression. The
clear aims of the movement have aﬁp:amd on the horizon. |

The confidence in the controlling bodies has also increased.
Al this gives us the assurance that the Russian cooperative
societies will beﬁ: their work this year under much more favouable
conditions and that the Autumn will furnish proof of its growth.

THE COLONIES
The Political Situation in India.*

By M. N. Roy (India).
Confusion in the National Congress.
The arrest of Gandhi has at last let loose the various con-

.

flicting economic interests_and social ‘tendencies that were koit

in a superficial unity in the National Congress under the personal
influence of Gandhi. (A great confusion and the inevitable dis:
integration are the two most outstanding features of the Indian
movement today. It has arrived at the close of one period, but
hag not as yef found its way into the next. In order best to
understand the present situation it is necessary to make a short
review of the past months which directly led up to it.

The magnificent demonstrations and mass strikes during
the visit of the Prince of Wales brought into relief iwo facts,
viz., the growing rebellious spirit of the masses, and the un-
willingness ofntie Nationalist lea above all Gandhi, to
develop or even to countenance this spirit which, spelt revolution.
The Ahmedabad Congress met in an extremely revolutionary

riod, but it was not governmental repression, which had already,
ﬁen started with the arrest of the President-elect C. R. Das,
l.ajpat Rai, Ali Brothers and other influencial leaders,. but the
timidity of the leadership which turned it into a tame, impotent
show. It was an instance of rank beirayal of the revolutoanry
forces by the bourgeois leadership. While throughout the
length and breadth of the country mass demonstrations were
challenging the State’s authority to preserve law and order, the
Congress Enrped on the tune of non-violence, and denounced the
revolutionary action of the masses as ‘‘ rowdyism” and * forces
of evil”, l?’nstead of adopting a fighting program, embracin
the redress of the i iate grievances of the workers an
peasants, thus to involve them more consciously and actively in
the struggle, the Ahmedabad Congress adopted the so-called
“ Constructive Program” which was nothing less than a repu-
diation of all revolutionary preparations. This ‘ Constructive
Program” was prefaced summ‘ilr{l abandonment of the tac-
tics of non-cooperation as well as of the powerful slogan of civil
disobedience given out but a few weeks before the Congress met
at Ahmedabai which slogan was very enthusiastically responded
fo by the poor peasantry, because it corresponded fo their econo-
mic needs. The Congress through the mouth of ifs elected dic-
tator, Gandhi, declared that civil disobedience could not be dec-
lared until there was a * perfect atmo:g:lle:z of non-violence
the couniry ”, This decision of Ahm was corroborat

*See ‘‘International Press Correspondence”, Vol. 2,
No. 51, p. 379.

as the first place where civil disobedience should be under
w supervision. The Bardoli Resolution, which sus-

sded all revolu activities, included the following clauses
which left no doubt whatscever as to the sci¥l affiliation of the
Congress leadership. It was resolved at Bardoli:—

Clause 1. The Working Commitiee the inhwman con-
duct of the mob at Chauri in having brutally
murdered . constables and wantonly burned police
thana (station).

Clause 2. In view of the violent outbreaks every fime mass
civi! disobedience is inaugurated, indi w that
the country is not nou-violent enough, the minnﬁ
Committee of the Congress resolves that mass civi
disobedience . . . be suspended, and instructs the
local Congress Committees to advise the cultivators
lo pay land revenue and other taxes due to the
government, and to suspend every other activity of
an offensive character.

Clause 3. The suspension of mass civil disobedience shall be
continued until the atmosphere is so non-violent as
to insure the non-repetition of atrocities such as at
Gorakhpur or of the hooh:ﬁanism such as at Bom-
bay and Madras on the 17th of November and the
I3th of January.

(lause 5, AH volunieer processions and public meetings for
the defiaace of authority should be stopped . . . .

Clause 6. ‘The Working Committee advises Congress workers
and organizations to inform  the ryols (peasants)
that withholding of reat payment to the Zemindars
(landlords) is contrary o the Congress resolutions
and injurious to the best intérests of the country,

Clause 7. The Working Committee assures the Zemindars
that the Congress movement is in no way intended to
attack their legal rights and that even where the
ryots have grievances, the Committee desires that
redress be sought by mutual consultation and
arbitration,

The *“atrocities” and “ hooh'gzuﬁim” referred to in
Clause 2 were the uprisinﬁf of the poor saniry against the
landlords, and the magnificent mass sirikes with which {he
Prince was grected,

The following are the outstanding clauses of the so-called
“* Constructive Program” adopted in place of militant non-
cooperation and civil disobedience:-—

1. “To en.list‘lo,(m,(xn members of the Congress, all to
believe in non-vio and truth as indispensable for
2 To pomietine taeEharks ( D
o popularize { rka (spinning wheel) and Khaddar
homespun). All Congress workers should dress in
haddar and learn to sﬁin.
3. To organize National schools; but no picketing of govern-

ment schools.

4. To uplift the depressed classes.

5. To organize a social service department {o promote
unity among all classes and races. This depariment is to
render help to all in time of illness or accident.”

This is the {program with which the Congress wants to
@l the movement for national liberation. The consequences of
ucli impofency are inevitable and were not long in making
heimselves felt in the movement.

A perusal of the Bardoli resolution and the sayings of
4udhi and other leaders do not permit one even to suspect that
might have a caution against government provocation.
he 1easons for the shameful retreat are clearly and blandly
ated.  The interests of the propertied class must have first
msideration: British rule may be ‘ Satanic”, but landlordism

sdored,
The Arrest of Gandhi and After.

I'he absence of any serious demonstration to protest
paInst the arrest of the Ali Brothers revealed the weakness of
e hold that the Khilafat cry had on the Moslem masses. The
Sit of the Prince of Wales in such a perilous period was con-
ived in order to measure the strength of the movement; so also

8 the policy of Reading in arresfing a number of influential
aders of the Congress. The object of the government was
balized; the cleavage between the masses and the leadership
1S revealed. Consequently there was no risk in comi down
pon  the Cotgress with a heavy hand of repression. ﬁis was
"f‘- Even Gandhi, whose m-Ahmedabad activities were more
gU‘ to the government anythinﬁlelse, was not spared,
lently to vindicate the presﬁiexoi perialism. The bour-
V'S character of the Cous;es- d alienated it so much from
niosses by the time Gandhi, the idol of the Indian r-7ple, was
ested, that such a monstrous action of repressi_), 10 commit

native capitalisis and landlords. Since ¢

haydly a ri of indignant demonstration in the country.
w%m was arrested and seat to jail wmyyaT:
lqimmhlape_echq-qemghtomyhomzeto&emnzd
saint and patriot; it faithfuloess was professed to follow
the line indicated by him; but what was remarkable, . what
revealed the real state of the movement was the absence of any
&m_nou. mass demonstrations like those which had {aken
) in the couniry at the least i i

several years. The remmant of the réss

ing the Prince’s visit as well as in con uence
of .the slogan of civil disobedience, is still fresh in the 9'eqm;mory.
All remonstrations, biddings and denunciations of the Mahaima
were of no avail,

. The removal of Gandhi marked the termination of (he
period in which the movement could be carried on with a vague,
ed program. It was possible formerly, because the socio.
économuc consciousness of the various social factors parti-
cipating in the anti-British movement, had not been yet suffi-
ciently clarified. Therefore all these incompatible, even anta-
goaistic, elements could have the amelnnce of being united in
a common political struggle. But the most prominent class line
was revealed when in Ahmedabad Congress, Gandhi set his
face against the revolutonary action of the masses on one hand,
and on the other declared the necessity of making common cause
with the Moderates, that is, the political party which consciously
advocated the economic and political aggrandizemeat of the
[ ﬁm the reshuffling of
forces in the Indian national movement has been going on. grhe
hourggomg is so much ferrified that it has been of late openly
du;hnnz its hostility to the interests of the toiling masses. This
attitude naturally does not make for the unity of the political
anti-British movement, and is not slow fo produce pernicious
results. -
The Proviacial Conferences.

_ The various political tendencies inside the Congress orga-
nization, tendencies which have been released by the removal of
the personality of Gandhi--too much respect for whom tied the
hand and sealed the mouth of many a recalcitrant camz into
evidence in the various Provincial Conferences held in the latter

art of April. All these Coaferences (Beugal, Maharashtra,

tral Provinces and Berar) with the exception of Punjab,
which met during a veritable reign of terror telling particularly
heavily upon the Sikh peasants (Akalis) -were conspicuous by
the presence of two tendencies equally actuated by bourgeois
ideals and orientations. The powerful revolutionary forces, ex-
ressed through the workers’ and peasauts movements, had very
ittle access to the deliberation and resolutions of these confe.
rences. Strikes, trade unions and peasant revolts were not given
any place in the speeches and resolutions, except to denounce
them and conjure them up as forces of anarchy threatening the
existence of the British govemmen( and the native propertied
class*alike (Speech of 1 M. Sen Gupta as the Chairman of the
Reception Committee of the Bengal Provincial Conference).

Oue of the two political tendencies is decidedly bourgeois
and either opealy or in thinly veiled language advocates a fusion
of forces with the Moderates who stand for cooperation, or in
other words, compromise with the imperialist overlord. The
other is petty bourgeois extremism utierly incapable of under-
standing the present situation, therefore headins towards an
intellectual rut divorced from the pragmatic politics of the bour-
gel:)isie on the one hand, and the dynamics of mass energy on the
other. :

It is the latter tendency that has raised the voice of protest

against Gandhism and attempts to an thﬁ‘ Chongr?; outcgli‘ iﬁ“; E
n Maharashira, ral "

uagmire of metaphysical politics. :
rovinces and Berar there has developed a strong Left Wing
which demands the revision of the so-called “ Constructive Pro-
ram”. In the Conferences this new opposition found itself
still in the minority, but succeeded in forcing the appointment of
sub-committees in  order to investigate the achievements and
failures of the ess as well as to suggest changes in the
ress Program if necessary such as 1. Swodeshi (indigenous
machine-industry) instead of Charke and Khaddar; 2, organiza-
tion of volunteers for physical exercise and social sérvice; 3. To
send andists. to foreign countries; 4. Establish technical
schoom the . Councils ‘u Oppoaxtl(oénm‘s?m; of thm)c’
sub-committees, specially that of Nagpur ral Provinces
had made repo ing total repudiation of the Ahme-

recommending
dabad and Bardoli resolutions; but the new program they sug-
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est is no more revolutionary than the former. If the one was
impractical or metaphysical, the other is reformistic, in spite of
its wordy extremism, which has absolutely no potentiality on
account of lacking a social foundation. Consequently this incipiént
Left Wing opposition cannot do anything but fumble in the
darkess OF iuti@openy bourgeois extremism.

Other Tendencies in the Movement.

The secret ferrorist groups, which never accept:d the
leadership of the Congress and which were almost exterminated
by wholesale arrest during the war, are also appearing in the
field. They have been gradually collecting their scattered forces
since repression was somewhat relaxed after the inauguration of
the reforms, and on account of the fact that the attention of the
Giovernment was aftracted towards the non-cooperation movement
which involved the wide masses of people. hese resuscitated
remnants of the secret societies, however, still clung to the belief in
their old tactics whose efficacy has been put to the test and could
not pass the examination. 1l the revolutionary forces of the

country having been involved in the Congress movement, no
scope was left for these elements who, however, kept out of the
Congress simply because they did not believe in the latter’s

factics, particulary the faith in non-violence. But this aloofness
has been broken {ately and many of them have joined the Con-
gress organizations individually although as a revolutionary
tendency they insisted on maintaining their separate existence.
This individual participation has gone so far that according to
the latest information received, in the province of Bengal, where
the secret societies had been the strongest, a majority of the
local Congress organizations is controlled by ex-members of
errorist organizations. These people are in the Congress
aclivities because they have been wncapable of evolving by them-
selves a better or more effective method of struggle. They
expected that something would come of the non-cooperation
novement; but when non-cooperation was wrecked
. on the rock of non-violence, they could offer nothing con-

. structive but simply point out that violence was needed.
Now during this period of readjustment, these elements are
showing signs of activity, which is, however, still far from what
is suitable to the situation. Organizations are being formed for
propaganda and education among the masses; but the propaganda
and education aimed at by these organizations are not revolutio-
nary, but actuated by reformist 1deas fomented by despair.
Anyhow, there is a search for new ideas, new methods of struggle
which will be able to push the movement out of the rut it is now
in. To bring about the union of these declassed intellectuals with
the workers’ and peasants’ movement is the immediate fask.
There is a movement to go to the villages, but the idea behind
this movement is wrong. This movement needs revolutionary
impetus.

Various journals have come out embodying this new extra-
Congress tendency. These journals are mostl‘y written 1n
vernacular languages and aim at combating some of the impossible
tactics and metaphysical preoccupations of the Congress. Groups
looking for new inspiration, new political horizon are being
gathered around these ideological standards.

The Labor Movement,

The purely bourgeois and to a certain extent reactionary
policies of the Eongress have had a harmful effect upon the
working class movement. The second All-India Trade Union
Congress met two months before the National Congress assembled
at Ahmedabad. A As a mass demonstration the Trade Union
Congress was of much greater significance than the National
Congress. But the relaxation of poﬁtical enthusiasm was already
10 be noticed. The great demonstration with which the Trade
Union Congress met was more of an economic than political
character. The leadership was very questionable. But the
National Congress in its great consternation over the countrywide
mass upheaval failed or refused to take notice of this new
tendency in thie labor movement. The only way was to launch an
action program which would include the fight for improving the
immediate material condition of the working class. But the
Ahmedabad Congress started on a path which led farther and
farther from the workers and peasants. Thus the leadership of
the most important revolutionary social factor was left at the
mercy of opportunist politicians, petty bourgeois reformers and
government agents.

The Bengal Provincial Trade Union ‘Congress, which met
almost simultaneously with the Political Conference of the same
district, showed that the trade unions and the labor movement as
a whole had been almost completely divorced from the political
movement and had come under the uncontested control of anti-
revolutionary leadership. While the process of divorce of the
Congress movement from the dynamic forces of revolution was
thus “revealed, the predominating teudency in the Bengal
Provincial as well as four other Provincial gatherings was

towards the Right, {o join hands with the Moderates. The opposi-
tion of Left extremism was futile, because it was in no wa
connected with the forces of mass energy. There were sma(l
minorities which declared the necessity of going to the miasses,
but their voice was overwhelmed in the turmoil preparing the
ground for a united front of the bourgeoisie, native and foreign.

In spite of this wideninF gulf between the poliiical move-
ment and the economic struggle of the working class, the latter
has not yet completely fallen under anti-revolutionary leadership,
because the objective forces of revolution are still in operation.
Most of the trade unions federated in the Trade Union Congress
are boards of officers rather than working class organizations.
These officers are invariably outsiders making capital of the
labor movement, or government agents. They try to dictate how
the workers should behave and orFanize, but are not yet able
fo curb the spontaneous, although largely unconscious revolt of
the toiling masses. In many unions, a spirit of revolt against the
“‘upper class” leaders is growing.

In short, the bourgeoise has proved itself incapable, even
unwilling to nush the Indian movement ahead towards revolution.
The petty bourgeois extremism, which expects to gain very
little by compromise with the imperialist exploiter, would like
to go farther, but is unable to find and employ with resoluteness
the suitable tactical weapon. The Congress, which has’built up
the skeleton of a nationwide organization, is thus left without
a revolutionary leadership on the one hand, and is losing the
support of the masses on the other, The element that can save
the situation is yet very weak, but is not lacking. The develo
ment of this factor wil{ prevent the split that is threatening the
movement; it will keep the political movement for national
liberation based on the revolutionary uprising of the masses,
and will be able to push the unwilling bourgeotsie into the anti-
imperialist struggle, thus utilizing the little revolutionary sigai-
ficance it possesses. |

ECONOMICS

The Economic Development
in Australia After the War.
By W. P. Earsman (Sydney).

Prior to the war Australia was mainly the dumping ground
for the manufactured -co ities of Eurdpe and America.
Australia exported nearly all her raw material in wool, wheat,
meat, copper, gold, eic. In. many instances the raw material
returned in the form of finished commodities.

With the outbreak of fthe FEuropean conflict the whole
scene was changed. Britain and Germany, the main industrial
countries supplying Australia had something else to do than
send manufactured gooeds for colonial exploitation. Then America
and even Japan found they were too busy auplilying Europe to
“trouble about Australia or New Zealand: Therefore .the shortage
had to be made good in some way. Herein appeared a blessing
in disguise, as it was an opportupity for the economic expansion
of industries in Australia which previously had never been
dreamt of.

The Commonwealth Government was the first to com-
mence operations by erecting large woolen mills for the manu-
facture: of woollen goods. Private enterprise followed and this
industry was soon in a flourishing condition. This led
to the manufacture of machinery, which in turn led {o the very
great expansion of the iron and steel industry. The steel works
at Newcastle expanded enormously and even commenced to ex-
port to Britain. .

Then followed shipbuilding which also got a great im-
petus. 'The Commonwealth Government licy of having an
Australian Navy wes about to be realized. The Government took
over large shipbuilding yards in Sydney and commenced the
building of battleships, destroyers and submarines. This later
extended to the builﬁl of merchant ships. In fact there was
no direction but what there was seme very marked development.
Electrical appliances, steel tires. for the railways, etc, which
had all been previously imported from Germany were manufac-
tured. Then there was a greater demand for wheat at fabulous
prices. In fact nothing. escaped the influence which was abroad.

This prosperity continued for two years after the ter-
mination of the war. Then the scene began to change. Those
who had been studying the situation knew what was coming,
and the workers were well warned. At this time when prices
were falling all over the world, the Commonwealth Government
acted in such a way that the full force of the impending crash
was delayed for-a; few months. : % :

‘was not expected that the farmers of all

" several weeks just with the o!b]]ect of
o]
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of wool and wheat but continued o pa

everything at this moment and was the means of stalling off
the evil day. The evil day the Government had in mind was the
mn and the ;du ﬂ:f losing v‘;kgafoll;:h paltry few million s
8 seemed to this gang of daylight S V illy. So
they waited till after the eﬁcﬁm and then mm?.; the‘ypool.
This meant that the farmers were thrown on their own resources
for the disposing of their commodities. In 1920 the price of
wheat alone fell three shillings per bushel, but the

wealth Government continued {o pay nine shillings the
bushel. This will give some idea of the crash when it did come
in 1921. It has not yet fully developed and this coming Winter
will be the most severe the masses of Australia have yet ex-
perienced. '

The first sign of the cominiechange _was that factories
and mills began to dispense with the services of some of their
workers. At first this was not general, but soon the rout
began and every industry was affected. There wete all kinds of '
rumors abroad, that it was oaly a ary stoppage and soon
the” wheels would be moving again. By the of 1921,
the position had become very serious and Australia for the
first time probably in her short hislo%v‘vn faced with what.

does not mean that

not any be past. This is easily ac-
counted for when it is reshembered that Australia is an agricultural
couniry with great farms, thousands of acres in size, producing
wheat and wool on mass production lines. This means that in
S y Stymmer and Autum there is -always employment either
harvesting, shearing, cu suﬁt‘cane,!mitpaddnmd
work in hgx g WO w the cattle are slaughtered
and prepared for exportation. - But at this time there was a slum
busipess too, which left the army of unemployed. It
their operation i th tl.ad’b: wo[:}d lcnmﬁn“c
ir of s as in previous years wi e bi | rices
which’ I have alread mhonzd. As in olhergcountrief, the
capitalists commenced their offensive against the conditions of
the workers and lowered the sfandard of living so as they could
eompefe with other countries.

. The unemployed were far from passive and became an
organized mass. soon brought pressure to bear on the
di t State Governments, who in turn for a time supplied
relief work, making néw roads, etc. Bui this was not icient,
because there were a great number of skilled mechanics also on
the bread line or 1 s say below the bread line, and the

refused {0-accept the pick and-shovel work. They were not fit -

for it,” and demanded work at their own occupations. This
was also granted for a limifed period, but it was not long before
the whole of the relief work came to an end. The Government
could not carry on because of the shortage of funds. This
situation gave way {o one of desperation by the mob and street
conflicts took place between the wnemployed and the police at
the instigation of the Labor Governmesifs, which thought that
this was the only way to silenge the hungry. At the same time
they were perfectly candid about the whole position, saying that
they had plenty of work, but no money to pay. A Is were
sent to London by the Queensland and-MNew South Wales State
Governments, but nrpuh fell on deaf ears. Then an effort
was nmade fo raise loans, which carried for a while, but
lday they have given out and unemployment is still increasing.
towa rd%oth’:rel:‘lo efﬁfqrélht‘hde l‘e“tlllln?de ;:ned th i By
ards 0 o 88 0 e cam
denunding that wages must fap‘ll. This was kept 'goli::?n igyr
ring the

the real attack which would foltow. h:paunio% lea ou:'xedplf:cll’
refusing to consider any reduction and stating that the profits

O employers must fall.- "The unions were now alive to what
was doing- and- .comumenced - to put their house in order. for the
3!1ack and F(epared_lheir defence. For 'same reason the employers
id not deliver their aftack at once, but delayed it. This we
turned to. the best advantage by orﬂinézing» and deing the utmost

ol propaganda among the rank

A the beginuing of 1922 the Prime Misister of
Commonwealth, Mr. Hﬁ‘giﬁs, called miﬁmﬁlﬂn&.&fm
(vmposed of _mployers and_emvloyees. . This conference

! Sydney, in February, with Mr. Hughes as chairman. . The

Fraw.a oy

employment would not
standard of living, that
t mode of production, and
r the diesease.
leaders put forward
a program that would be the means of assisting the workers a
i It was as follows: —

“In consideration of the fact that Australian industry
is inseparably interwoven with the world’s economy, and
believing that industry in the Commonmealth will shortly
be gri lzethe same crisis that is paralyzing industry
throughout the world, the employees’ representatives at this
conference declare that the rmunt system of unregulated

tion,

%
g
i

£

i

7
i
il
g

production, i te dist and uncoordinated ex-
(c’h;n e is inca of meeting the situation that has
€

declare further, that only the socialization of

indusiry, with workers’ control, offers a solution for the
immdmg collapse of industry.”

workers’ representatives concluded with the following

demands:

1-—No reduction of wages or lengthening of the
working week.

—Adequate unem ment insurance as a legitimate
risk of and charge u ustry.

3 —Effective share by the workers in the control of
industry.

When this program was tabled, the employers asked for the
adjournment of the conference in order to be able to give proper
consideration to-the ls. This was to.

The next day the conference met and the employers refused
to discuss the employees’ prog)uh, stating that there was
nothing practical in the _pro?osa and that they could see no good

in going on with the conference. In other words, they
ound the workers’ representatives solid and not prepared to
move in ozgreeiug to reduce wages.

Today the position is becoming ver
are being thrown on the streets, and
closing. The employers are pgeparin
the unions and by sheer force compel a reduction of wages, etc.
On the other hand, the unions are also geiting ready by bandin
themgselves together into industrial unions and when the atta
is made sometimes this year nothing short of a general strike
will be the result.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

Vandervelde and Daszynski.
By L. Domski (Warsaw).

As is known, the Enlarged Executive of the Commiunist
International, decided at its first session to address a request {o
Vandervelde that defenders from the ranks of the Third Inter-
national be admiited to the Dombal trial in Warsaw. Vander-
velde could not easily refuse this request and asked his brother
social traitor Daszynski to use his influence with the Polish
Government in this direction.

Of course, nobody for a moment thought that the Polish
Government would allow such an unheard of innovation, which
can only be permitted under Bolghevik blood justice. But what
even Vandervelde could. hardly expect was that his brother in
faith would not even know how fo behave like a gentleman and
instead of creepi behind the bourgeois ‘Court of Justice”,
would embody in his felegram every possible-argument to justify
beforehand the refusal of the Polish Government.

" In Poland: there is no Party Court. Poland is to be
differentiated’ from- Soviet Russia by reason of its nongpartisan
glgtice . . . . such'is fhe substance of the effusions of the Polish

vernment Socialist. A Court which defends the Revolution

acute. More workers
tory after factory is
fo make a mass attack on

is fo the Social Traitor a biased Court. On the other hand a
Court which. defends. the .capitalist order against the aspirations
of the proletariat is of course an impartial Court, a Court in the
‘highest eense of the.word:. . .. .. . v o B AE a0

: ‘l?qu‘mki, it is true, more than anyone else is qualified
to glor olish class-justice which is a” product of

y N

first
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Polish Government, the “Socialist” Government of Moraczewski,
who in turn was only a puppet in the hands of Daszynski and
Pilsudski and who after his entry into the Governmgnt, with
a stroke of the pen abolished a whole series of Czarist laws.
But he did not repeal clauses 102, 126 and 129 of the Criminal
Code under which Communists are sentenced (o eight years
hard labor. Further he did not repeal the clauses which rendered
strikes and strike propaganda liable to punishment, although he
could have also done this with a stroke of the pen. He retained
these clauses, because Pilsudski and Daszynski as guardians of
the capitalist order did not wish to be without these anti-
strike laws.

In Soviet Russia the Courts arg party courts; in Poland,
however, party courts do not exist. But the Communists who
wmder Moraczevski were kept i1n prison for many years by
reason of the exceptional laws, would have been glad if they had
only been brought before a party court. The hangmen who in
the Summer and Autumn og 1920, during and after the offen-
sive of the Red Army caused hundreds of workers and peasants
1o be shot down on account of their “cooperation with the Bolshe-
viki" (impartial justice!) were not even brought before a party
courl. 'rﬁe officers of the Minister Sosnovski who but recently,
during the strike of the agricultural workers in Posen and
Pomerania, flogged and insulted the workers by beating them
with a red flag, are still allowed to go scot free and need not
even fear a party court. This dces not hinder the leader of
the Polish Social Traitors from assuring Vandervelde that Polish
justice deserves the confidence of Socialists. And he cannot do
otherwise, for it is his justice. The shooting of workers in the
Summer and Autum of 1920 was carried out by the Witos
Government in which Daszynski himself participated as Vice
‘President.  He is therefore a direct accessory to the shooting
down of the workers by the ocounter-revolutionary bourgeoisie.
o Poland there is no party justice!...

But the crowning cynicism was reached b
Vandervelde, when in his telegram to the Belgian Daszynski he
congratulated him because he was able to leave Russia safe
and sound after throwing up his task as defender. ...

One would think ﬁl&( Soviet Russia is a barbarian state
into which its enemies are only admitted, to act as defenders
at political trials in order that they may be murdered. This
is written by the spiritual guide of the Moraczevski Government
which actually had crimes of this sort en ils conscience. For
there has never been in Russia a murderer of a member of a
foreign mission which was previously invited, even if he proved
himself to be a spy and a counter-revolutionary. In Poland, on
the other hand, in the year 1919, a Soviet’ mission under the
leadership of comrade Vesolovsky which had been invited by
Pilsudski to take charge of the transportation of Russian war
prisoners, was foully slaughtered by the Gendarmes of the
‘“ Socialist Government . The Foreign Minister, the “ Socialist ”,
WVasilevski caused the Mission to be deported under an escort
of Gendarmes who shot down the whole mission—without as
much as a party court. Up to the present nothing whatever
has Leen done to the murderers, but the protector of these
murderers today has the brazenness to congratulate a foreign
Socialist on his safe and sound return—not perchance from
Poland, but from Soviet Russia. ‘

I'he telegram of Daszynski which constitutes one of the
fuost shameful documents of international social treachery, was
certainly not written for the Russian workers. The latfer are
fallowing with interest the Dombal trial as they followed the
trial of the Roumanian Communists and the German political
trials. They know that in the event of a victory of the Social
Revolutionaries, of the protegés of Vandervelde, they would
receive exactly the same * impartial ” justice as obtains in the
capitalist countries. They are not in the least desirous of this
‘ justice” and they stand firmly by that “ party justice” which
all the capitalist flunkies of the world seek to bespatter with mud.

the Polish

Makhno and Anarchist Prattle.
By G. Melnitchansky (Moscow).

In number 165 of Le Libertaire, we find an article on
Makhno, by the Anarchist Alexander Berkman. In his desire to
whitewash Makhnoism from the pogroms and the banditism of
which it is accused, Alexander Berkman nttemptad to draw
-a resemblance between the army of the famous -“little father”,
and other armies. He arrives at the conclusion that excesses are
a thing inevitable m any army, and that they took place not only
1n Makhno’s, but also in the Red Army; and in support of his
asserfions he cites me as a “witness”.

@

v “It is true”, he writes, “that there have been cases of ban-

difism in ‘Makhno’s army; but banditism-is a phenomemon com-

_“ E

mon to all armies. Did it not occur in the cavalry of the famous

Budienny, when they attacked the Jewish population? Is it not

a fact, that miany soldiers of this very army of Budienny, were
shot in March 1921 for acts of pogromism? These facls are
well known throughout Russia.” I have heard them cited by,
Melnitchansky, whom I knew intimately. And Melnitchansky is
a Communist of rank for he is the president of the Moscow
Trade Union Council. He himself was member of a special ccm-
mittee composed of Communists, d'mr%ed with investigating the
crimes committed by Budienny’s army”.

I became acquainted wiih Alexander Berkman during his
stay at Mogcow, and during this time I have seen him but six or
seven times all told. I took him for an honest man and did.not
consider him capable of distorting my conversations with him
in such a clumsy manner. Unfartunately, however, his articlé
shows that 1 was mistaken. : - '

And now let us examine the crux of the question. Alexan-
der Berkman is right in saying that every army contains some
undesirable elements who commit robbery and murder, but on
this point his own article hits its writer. Berkman claims that
many regiments from Budienny’s army had been severely pu:
nished, and that in March 1921, numerous soldiers had been shot
for having taken part in roms. What does this signify? It
signifies that the Red Army of the Soviets is a disciplined army,
and that all the massacres and acts of robbery perpetrated against
the civil population are severely punished, even to the point of
excecuting all the guilty ones.

But what of the “little father” Makhno? Has he ever
attained such discipline? Let Makhno’s defender cite a single case
where the bandits of Makhno’s army had been disciplined!
Alexander Berkman speaks of this army quite intimately. One’s
hair stands on end on hearing the “exploits” of Makhno’s bands.
Since | am referred to as a witness, permit me then to tell you
the following: “I am a native of Ukraipe from the district of Eli-
zavetgrad. I have there many relatives and friends. This region
had been invaded by Makhno several times, and I affirm that
everyone of these invasions was a nightmare; massacres, cases
of looting and pillaging were without number. The inhabitants
of this district are terror-stricken at the very thought of Makhno'’s
army. And as far as I know, not a single section, pay, not a soli-
tary soldier of Makhno's army was court-martialed. In the eyes
of all the criminal elements, Makhoism was a paradise of un-

unished crime. As to the participation of some soldiers of the

ed Budienny Army in pogroms, following are the facts: At
the time when Budienny’s army was passing through Volhynia, on
the Crimean front, the agents of Poland of Wrangel, working
under the mask of “volunfeers”, attempted at first to disorganize
the Red troops through their propaganda. The result of ‘this
provocation was that a small band, consisting of the scum of
army, organized pillage, and assassinated the Communist Com-

. missar of the Division who had learned of their plans and tried
recurred in two or -

to stop their ignoble work. The pillagi )
three places. As soon as the Army Eel\ﬁ:tfouary Council heard

. of this, an investigating Committee :wilh myself at the héud).

was appointed. The result was that rﬁl\:mtn were - disci-
plined, 140 men arrested and handed over to ‘ﬁuﬁlol_'iﬁea‘ The-
arrests were carried out by the soldiers of the disciplined regi-
ments themselves, who later, desirous of regaining their honor,
distinguished themselves in the fighting against the armies of
Petlura and Wrangel. At that time the whole incident was
reported in the Soviet press. This shows that it is inadmissible to
draw a parallel between the robber bands of the “Anarchist”
Makhnq, the organizér of pogroms, and the Red Revolutionary
Army. I spoke of this to Berkman, and since he cites me, he
shou{d also cite the slogan of the agents provocateurs, which I
told him. This was: “ Kill the Jews, the Commissars and the
Communists. Come, let us join the ‘little father’ Makhno".

If he had inserted this e, it would have interested
and instructed the readers of “Le Libertaire”.

In conclusion, here is a question I put to Berkman: “Would .
you seriously imagine that, if hnkhno and his army were really
the champions of Revolutionary Anarchism, the bourgeois and
robber Government of Roumania would have accorded them an
asylum?” In the history of the revolutionary movement there are
no cases where bourgeois governments take militant revolutionists
under their profectton. Moreover, why is it that the same
Makhno, the “Anarchist”, = who on “conscientious” grounds
refused to deal with the Soviet
in peace with the blackest

most reactionary governmient it

existence? Why is it, that now when he is in a country where

the White Terror rules supresne, he does not raise a finger against
the Boyars and the Roumanian bourgeoisie? Not only does he
not fight against them, but he organizes with their aid new,
bands; for -new crimes and new massacres in Soviet Russia . ;
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Thengi)ilalist Plundering of Soviet Russia Under

the Mask of World Economic Reconsiruction
To the Workers of the world!

Comrades!

The Hague Conference has come to an end. The last
attempt of the capitalist world to establish ‘ peace” with Soviet
Russia and to commence the economic “ reconstruction” of
Russia has been disclosed 1o be nothung but a cynical attempt
to turn the Russian workers and peasants into slaves of world
capital. This attempt has been broken upon the determined
resistence of the Soviet Government. We know how heavily
the pressure of capitalist exploitation bears upon you. We know
how the capitalist offensive for the reduction of your wages,
for the lengthening of working hours and the destruction of the
trade union weighs upon you and deprives you of the energ
to follow the other activities of the capitalist rulers of the world.
But non the less we think it necessary to call upon you to consider
what the Hague negotiations mean. Not only were the interests
of the Russian workers and peasants, the interests of the Russian
Revolution, concerned, although these are sufficiently important
to be worthy of your closest attention; your vital interests, your
tuture, are at stake.

It is one of thc greatest crimes of the Social Democratic
Parties of the Second and 2)¢ Internationals that during the
(ienoa und Hague Conferences they not only failed to call
upon you to put the greatest pressure upon the capitalist states,
but on the contrary stabbed the representatives of Soviet Russia
in the back.

Soviet Russia and the Capitalist World.

Soviet Russia is the fitst country in the world in which
ihe workers have seized power with the aid of the santry.
Ihe capitalist world attempted to destroy Soviet Russia b'y
armed force. At first, German Imperialism tried to do so. [t
was shattered to pieces before il could succeed. Then, for two
years, the Allied capitalists overran Soviet Russia with the White
Armies formed by them. The Russian workers and peasants
hiave beaten back these aitacks by their heroic defense.: After
:heyh had asalurfd the independence oflAt‘l:feir— coum‘ll'{:qtbeyftumed
o the capifalist states with a proposal of peace..They. succeeded
i concluding peace with iﬁqr'w‘m{ neighbours, the . Polisl;

lithouanian, Lettish, Esthonian and: Fipnish petty. vaseals of the '

Fnteate, who feared  that, if they did not couclude peace with

“Republic to ‘the limit, so tha

-fiteer prices. "Soviet,
ihe capi

Soviet Russia, the latter would crush them. Soviet Russia has
signed a temporary trade agreement with England which hoped
in this manner to halt Russia’s revolutionary activity in the
Near East. It has also concluded such trade agreements with
the small capitalist countries of the North which are compelled
by their severe economic crisis to seek a market in Russia. It
has finally compelled the German bourgeoisie to conclude a
formal peace with Soviet Russia. Cowardly as Germany may
be, she nevertheless realized after the collapse of all her hopes
for a victory over Soviet Russia and after the bankruptcy of
all her aitempts to offer her services to the Entente, that—if
Germany ever wants to be freed from the exploitation of the
Entente—she must live in )eace with the Russfan people.

Soviet Russia aims at peace with the capitalist states in
the profound conviction that if in peace she is economically
strengthened, her importance for the future emancipation
struggle of the proletariat will only be increased. Soviet Russia
sought peace in order to deprive the capitalists of the opportunity
of prejudicing unconscious masses of workers against Com-
munism with the tale that Soviet Russia is attempting to compel
you to accept Communism by armed force. Soviet Russia
sought peace in order to establish the economic traffic in goods
with the West which is necessary for the economic reconstruc-
tion of Russia. Since you, workers, have not yet seized power
and are not in a ition to deliver machines and tools to the
Russian workers, Soviet Russia must try to obtain them from
the capitalists.

Soviet Russia knew that peace with the capitalist world
would cause it sacrifices. Workers, if you were the rulers of the
economically developed werld, you would. understand that your
own _interests demand that {ou sus: rt the Russian Workers

it could ‘supply you with grain'in
-exchange for your machin:s.

The capitalist world is Soviet Russia’s sworn enemy. - And
Soyiet :Russia knew that 'f she were to obtain its. aid ehe would

have 10 -make -sacrifices. would be | to. pay: pro-
Fle 8, Sovie ﬁtﬁ?ddedudmm to:-buy peace
alist. world at the price of extensive concessions.

demanded from Soviet Russia a8 8

2

with’
The capilalist-goveruments
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