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The conflict between Chang-Tso-Lin®and the Soviet Union
firding the qmestion of the Eastern Chinese railway has taken
Rvourable turn. At any rate the acute stage has already been

-Nevertheless one must pass in review all that has happened
il all that is now taking place. The methods of the management
i administration of the Fastern Chinese railway are, as is
BWn, determined by a definite Treaty between our gavernment
l China, which treaty has also been signed by the Mukden
borities. Contrary to all treaties between China and the im-
falist States, this Treaty between us and China was concluded
our part as with a complefely and perfectly equal party. Such
Bties dd not exist between China and the other foreign States.
bin all the other treaties China is regarded not as an inde-
ent sovereign State, but as an object of exploitation. In ad-
0n fo this our government, on the conclusion of this Treaty,
punced all those payments and indemmities on the part of
IR which were payable to Russia as a result of the policy of
st of Tsarism.

I the other States had acted in the same manner, then China
4 be free, she would be a real independent State power.

401 mode) treaty was broken by the military authorities of
Il Chang-Tso-Lin. In this connection regard must be had

' Chang-Tso-Lin and the Soviet Union.

Leading article of the “Pravda” of 29th January 1026.

to the following: Marshall Chang-Tso-Lin is by no means syno-
nymous with the whole of China, The broadest cirdes of Chinese
society, all masses of the people, see in Chang-Tso-Lin a counter-
revolutionary General and an immediate agent of Japanese un-
perialism. It must be added that Chang-Tso-Lin relies to a certain
extent on the armed forces of the Russian white-guardists who
were driven into Manchuria.

From the standpoint of the foreign policy of China he is the
embodiment not of the struggle for the independence of China,

.but of the struggle against this independence. From the stand-

point of the inner policy of China, he is the embodiment of Chi-
nese counter-revolution,

Finally, trom the standpoint of the attitude towards the
Soviet Union Chang-Tso-Lin is (or at least was until recently)
the embodimznt of those tendencies which are by no means of a
friendly nature.

The attack on the Treaty regarding the Fastern Chinese rail-
way, an attack which was accompanied by monstrous acts of
violence against representatives of the Soviet Uniom (arrest of
comrade Ivanov, suppression of workers’ organisations, arrests
of railway workers, employees etc.) has called forth fally justified
indignation in the Soviet Union. It is not a question of “Chinese”
having attacked “Russians’; it is a case of a coumter-revolu-
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ts behind the scenes, having violated a treaty which con-
stitited the first model of a treaw the basis of real equality
of both parties, and having atta me‘t:gts of the only State
which had fully and completely based itself on the principle of
this comimon equality. The violation of this Treaty in the interest
of the counter-revolytionary generals would immediately increase
the importance of the Chinese counter-revolution. . .,
The note of Chicherin and the “three days ultimatum”, the
decided tone of this note and the measures which resulted from
it, were by no means dictated by the wish to deprive or rob
China of anything. Such idiotic -fairy-tales which are sgread by
the capmhs{ press aim at weakening the authority of the Soviet
Union and increasing the authority of the imperialist robbers
and their agents. As a matter of fact this one measure of defence
of that new anti-imperialist policy, constituted a defence against
counter-revolutionary attacks of that which had for the
first time opened the door for the free development of China.

he release of Ivanov and a number of wther comrades,
alougT lﬁriﬂﬁhe other measures have created a new situation.
The acuteness of the conflict Has passed. The negotiations h@;tj:
entered on another phase, for the chief demand has been compli
with. Our diplomacy will undoubtedly succeed in liquidating ﬂu;
entire dispute in an amicable manner and to the advantage o
China, A number of measures mentioned in the note of ocom-
rade Chicherin have become unnecessary. There is every reason
to hope that a complete will be reached between
Chang-Tso-Lin and the government of the Soviet Union.

This government, which enjoys the sympthies of the enor-
mous majgr-ity of the Chinese people, will continue to dqffmd the
prinoiple of the unrestricted sovereignty of China. Precisely for
this reason therefore, it will always offer resistance to the counter-
revolution which undertakes attacks on the rights won by re-
volution. The foreign imperialists are perfectly aware that if the
Soviet Union were fi to relinquish the Eastern Chinese rail-
way, if the counter-revolution of a single power were to obtain
a firm foothold there, or even the Russian Whites or the Japa-
nese impernialists etc., this would mean a decisive blow against
the national emancipation movement of China. This is the whole
essence of the matter. o

) itizens of the Sowiet Unmion and the broad masses
Chhzh;iﬁtmedly be very glad that a sharp om{ﬁhct hi:
been avoided. We all express our firm will for peace, for pea
and again for peace.

| POLITICS

Towards a Bloc des Gauches in Britain.
By R. Palme Dutt.

S form of
e's open overtures towards same
Libeﬂ(l)-{ibwi' cooper alt)ieou to constitute the next Government
have raised in a sharp form the issues of the polmca)l future in
Britain, and in particular the future of the Labour Party.

i is fi i ddle
resent the Conservative Party is firmly in the sa
wlthAztmp absolute parliamentary majority. There need be x:l(:
election for two or three years. The Conservative Governgilieon
is practising and preparing a campaign of heavy r:za o
against the working class, and in the course of it is ea Bugt
down the old facade of democratic formulae and liberties. e
at the same time that this is going on, the preparation o dt
further stage is visible. If the growing revolutionary movemear)\e
represented by Communism and the Trade Union Leﬂndcan
beaten down by a policy of force, the time may come to e daavour
to build again the facade of “progressive democratic” a var_lge(.
purged of all elements of revolutionary menace. So in the mi ?
of the Conservative reaction the first notes of a future Liberal-
[.abour alliance are beginning fo be heard. } .
The industrial crisis, the economic situation. the inter-
national situation may precipitate an election. And it is for the
future position after that election, when the Conservative Govern-
ment may have been defeated and no party may have an absolute
majority, that political speculation is active, and preparations
for the next stage in the maintenance of Capitalist rule in
Britain are in progress.

tionary, general, pro'inbly not without iastigation by foreign im-

The Liberal Campaign.

The Liberal Party, through the majority of its organs ang
spokesmen, has {b:aen carrying on.a very active c ‘?:;gn for |
Liberal-Labour cobperation. In the Contemporary iew for
December Professor Gilbert Murray opened with a direg
roposal for an alliance between the Liberal Party and the
fp.abour Party to defeat the Conservatives at the next election

f)ryldjfom iIl(ey:le_xi in the Nation. The Manchester Guardian has

i i d the Daily
warm support. The Daily News, the Star an y
lI:Il?t;lnicl:r(Lloyrcjilm(]eorge’s, organ) have been friendly. Suppori |

i i h nominal|
has also been given by the Observer, which, thoug y
l:(iependent C%nserva{ive. has always been a supporter of
Lloyd Gegrge. Practically the only opposition has come from

the "Westminster Gazette, the organ of the old Whig Liberalism |

associated with Asquith. o
The Liberal Party is of course sharpl!{ divided. The small
remnant of forty members in the House of Commons
(rqpresénting. however, nearly three million elec'to\)s) is split
up into groups and factions, and has almost invariably yoted in
opposife lobbies on every issue. On the Ie’!t. a small group,
represented by Kenworthy (an able “Radical sharpshooter and
active advocafe of Anglo-Soviet relations) and Pringle (who took‘_
up the legal defence of the Communists on trial) already works
in close cooperation with their ex-Liberal friends in the Labour
Party. On the right, another group, which is at present voiced
by Sir Alfred Mond, works closely with the Conservatives
against Labour.*) . N
The old Asquith dynasty no longer plays any active political
role, although still retaining titular leadership of the party in
the country. Finally Lloyd George, with his ! f
opportunist policy, veering now to hopes of some kind o
“National” Coalition with the Conservatives against the
“‘common foe” of Labour, and now to some k}nd”of‘alhance with
Labour in the “common fight against reaction”, is at present
strongly turning in the direction of the Labour Party as ’the
means to his re-conquest of v With his new Lgnd»
campaign, throwing out the suggestion of land nationalisation,
he is endeavouring to fight through and win leadership in the

Liberal Party, and at the same time to recover his position as§

ular leader (the old pre-war speeches against dukes and:
fan%(:grds have be(gun again). In private he has been making
“soundings” of the leaders. of the Labour Parly. In public he
has declared simply his position that the Government after the
next election will inevitably have to be based on a two-pariy;

combination, as no party is likely to have an absolute majority.

The Labour Party Reply.

The Labour Party has met this Liberal campaign \\nhr
direct public denials and repudiations of any possibility Od
alliance with the Liberal Party, and in particular with Lloy
George. This is not surprising. The Lalg’oqr Party has bet:
bred up on the principle of “Independence” in words (althc?ug
this Indepéndence has hardly ever been realised in prad:c&.
whether in the Asquith Coalition before the war, the Lloy
George Coalition during the war or the MacDonald Coalition
after the war). In particular, Lloyd George has consistently b?;ﬂ
the béte noir of Labour Party propaganda after the war. M
direct author of all the evils of post-war Capitalism in Brl‘iﬂl?f
and the visible and personal ally of Satan. In consquem':{
would be difficult rapidly to patch up an agreement with l'f;-

The Labour Party leaders also have some more N')rlllw
reasons for repudiating at present the Liberal 'alhancc., i
Labour Party still hopes to profit by the further Liberal dm‘mlol
which opens up to the Labour Party the hope and proslwfclwlo
becoming the sole “alternative party” (“There are always ||he
parties mt a State — one which Seeks to improve maﬁc:rzl
other which fries to keep things as they are. From the middle K
last century, when Bright and Gladstone created the l—'lberhl
Party, until the beginning of this century, the Radicals w:'%w
improvement and pushed the Liberal Party before them. ! 3
Liberals are as anxious as Tories to keep things as they aenl:
Labour is the party which demands change and bettermen

* Since this was written, the news comes of Mond T;;“
joining the Conservatives, thus signalising the victory o
George. R.P.D. i

f

oalition Government. The sameé policy was presseq |

completely §
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efore all who are in favour of change and betterment must
ort Labour, which will then get ils majority” — Daily
pald 28;12/25). Further, the entry at present into any form
open understanding with the Liberal Party would raise such
bosition and certainty' of a split within the Labour Party as the
ont wing leaders are not yet ready to face. Finally, the Labour
rty leaders have personal reasons to fear the advent of new
al leaders from the Liberal ranks, and in particular of Lloyd
orge with his superior demagogic and intriguing powers and
s very considerable money-bags.

On the other hand it would be a mistake to accept at tace
jue the very vehement denials and repudiations. These denials
reformist socialism of any relationship with its bourgeois
rtner have a habit of becoming falsified in the event, owing
the unexpected pressure of “special circumstances”. It is only
eessary to imagine the situation after the next election, when
e Liberal and Labour Parties may very well have a combined
pjority over the Conservatives, to see the likelihood of some

of concealed Coalition Goverpment, in the first stage of
hich a Minority Labour Government would ay the price of
“understanding” with the Liberal Party. The full swing of
action which the Cvnservative Government is pursuing, the
scist etc., will aflord the plausible justification for such a
urse.
That the right wing Labour leaders are consciousl
paring for a second Minority Labour Government, whic
ﬂ have to conciliate the capitalist majority is already clear.
e Liverpool Conference of the Labour Party last Septemnber,
here the Communists were excluded and a programme adopted
andoning Socialism, showed this. The whole existing policy
es in this direction. And the Labour Party leaders are
ginning o realise that their dreams of an absolute majority
d of wiping out the Liberal Party may prove premature, and
{ fo realise their aims of a second period of office they will
t be able to escape the corollary of an alliance with
beralism. '

The movement of the Labour Party leadership to the right
as inevitably leading to the understanding with Liberalism,
the movemen{ of the Trade Unions to the left is inevitably
ding to the understanding with Communism. And in these two
bcesses is expressed the battle within the British working class.

Bourgeois Calculations of a “Bloc des Gauches”.

Bourgeois calculations freely assume the likelihood of some
m of “Bloc des Gauches” or Coalition Government, whether
al or informal, in which the Labour Party - properly purged
Communism and all undesirable elements” - will be involved.
s expectation is made conditional on the defeat of
mmunism within the Labour Party. .

At the opening of the parliamentary session of 1925 the
servative weekly, the Spectator, summed up the position:

“The real struggle of the session will be between Mac

Donald and Mr. Lloyd George; and the stake is no less
than the leadership of the British Bloc des Gauches.”
The development of the Trade Union Lelt, of Anglo-Russian
fde Union  Unity, of “Red Friday” and the Communist
esses af- Scarborough put a check fo these speculations. But
Soon as Liverpool appeared to reverse the current, carried
Oigh the Communist exclusions and the adoption of the Pro-
mme of “National Reconstruction and Reform”, the corollary
uture Coalition was at once taken up. The Times wroke:

"By disowning and denouncing violent measures the
Labour Party leaves possible the cooperation of all men
who are bound together in a common citizenship for the
Promotion of the national prosperity.”

And the Observer set out more explicitly:

“We do not believe that national safety, confidence and
Progress will ever be sufficiently restored until Liberalism
Al least, and Moderate Labour if possible, combine with
rogressive Unionism - to restore majority rule, the full

strength - of  Parliamentary supremacy and its vital

&pression  — the maintenance at all costs of public

(I'al\\]'inrt and supply."

¥"ha| is the basis of this calculation?

ahgoﬂt'u[sral position is clear. The headlong advance of
ur

arty in the years after the war — a reflection of

revolutiouary changes taking place — wiped out the Liberal

Party in England, as elsewhere. But the role of Liberalism is
of essential importance to Capitalism. The problem therefore
became to reconstruct the Liberal Party. Since there was little
hope of rebuilding the shattered fragments of the old Liberal
Party, the task became to permeate the new Labour Party and
win it over to the maintenance of the capitalist order.

The first experiment to this end was the experiment of the
Labour Government in 1924 — an experiment consciously made
by the bourgeoisie as a safe trial under control. But the ‘experi-
ment showed that the Labour Party was not yet “fit to ‘govern”:
that is to say, that, despite the willingness “of the right wing
leaders, the direct working class influence within it could still
bring dangerous deflections of policy. The Labour Party was
shown out, and the direct instruct.on given that the Labour
Party must purge itself, if it was cver to receive office again,
(“The future of the Labour Party ‘ven its existence as a party
of power in the councils of the Stats depends upon the -eso-
lutions of the Executive in respect of the Communists being made
effective” Times 20/0/25).

Therefore the present stage of bourgeois policy takes on a
twolold character. On the one hand the direct offensive s
pursued against the revolutionary elements, against the Left
Wing, and above all against the Communist Party, which
represents the danger of the crystallisation of all the left forces
into a single compact body capable of leading the working class.
On the other hand, as the necessary corollary to this, the
endeavour is made to split the Labour Party, to draw closer the
Right Wing leaders with offers of power, and prepare the way
for a “Democratic” Coalition against the working class, thus in

}:)Hect (as near as altered conditions allow) reviving the Liberal
arty.
{n consequence the Liberal offers of coalition to the Labour
Right Wing are as direct a part of the capitalist offensive against
the working class as the Conservative prosecutions of the
Communists. The Liberals, in discussing the question of
cooperation with the Labour Party, invariably stress two
difficulties in the way. The first is the organic connection »f the
Labour Party with the Trade Unions. The second is the presence
of “extreme Socialist” elements which are still able at times to
influence policy. But both these manifestations are simply the
expressions of the class character of the Labour Party which it
is the object of Capitalism to overcome. And cooperation with
the right wing is directly advocated as the means to this end.

The Liverpool exclusion of the Communists, the Communist
prosecutions and the Liberal offers of cooperation with the
Right Wing are thus all links in a single chain,

The Battle Within the Labour Party.

But the bourgeois calculations leave one factor out of
account — and that is the working class. It is one thing to win
control of Clynes, Thomas and Henderson: it is one thing even
to win control of the machine of a Labour Party Conference! it
is another thing to control the Labour Party in the country.

The Labour Party is not a homogeneous Social Democratic
Party. It has a General Staff which is becoming more and more
a rigid Social Democratic, group like any other section of the
Second International. But the Labour Party as a whole, through-
out the country, is still the loose reflection of the existing
working class movement, organised through the Trade Unions.
In consequence the policy of the destruction of the class basis,
which is the essence of the policy of coalition, and is expressed
in the programme of Liverpool and the exclusion of the Com-
munists, is not so easily carried out.

Opposition has at once manifested itself throughout the
Labour Party to the Liverpool policy of approximation to
Liberalism. The strength of this Opposition is evidenced in a
number of facts:

First, that not a single Right Wing leader has dared in
public to express anything but a complete repudiation of any
possibility of cooperation or understanding with the Liberal
Party, although it is notorious that many in private do in fact
envisage the possibility,

Second, that the Independent Labour Party, which is the
organ of reformist parliamentary socialism and nominally-
dominant in the Labour Party, has taken on itself to profess to
voice the Opposition, and came out af the beginning of this
year with a manifesto claiming to express the “Left Wing” in
opposition to the policy of “gradualism” and the MacDomald
leadership. (The contenis of the manifesto are wholly divorced
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14 . from the class struggle; but there has taken place direct meélt t}:“ (]ermz;,nyt v}ﬁs glb;o:;d;o &anﬁfiel‘:zg:il:s?ft}?a X po! 53
AR antagonism between the official Independeat Labour Party and  and that a proles 8 e € nog , social democrats will have cha L ) o
PR e i jamous “effects of Locarno”. At the s i . nged their minds. The d bourgeo! i ;

ii o My Third, )t'hht tlfe Liverpool decision of the exclusion of the ie:tlflﬁ'tw;m?fu?iie that utsheefg{:lermwnt would not mai?een A 'e’fm?:ﬂc?: t;frg;xc'le;s éxgﬁiccoervq:rm ef}”ith the atﬁt“d: OfeTl?.e crmo&gsgéﬂg%%dg:r ﬁ;tsha‘l;:vgh:i:c gl\l/leer fhned C\Lhat
§ 1% X . P ™ . : 0 » . ” § Hal.
A Communists has in practice failed, owing to the oppsition of into the League of Nations dependent on _the efleciy of _l'oca' : emocratic leaders to retreat.glf \!;els %hlﬁrm&qﬁeﬂg{e social :g:nm’e ﬁ the Soviet court of the workers and peasants! A::
(1 the rank and -file. It 1s too early yet to summarise results; but That part of the government declaration dealiug with hoy mpler do not venture to do this at present, it is onl g T il urgeois class court reveals such an unexampled ba-
[ it,is already clear that upwards of a hundred local labour  politics was a mere repetition of the programme of the fi e pressure of the social ratie markie.s i.ll]s t(;ln ylabecause tors of sthu:h ‘.‘lbﬂmd solidarity with the white guardist or igina-

[ ' parties have refused to carry out the instructions to exclude the | ather Cubinet, in which the German Nationalists still possesg, ecks has become not weaker but stronger. The fi heti st few L. vilest attacks against the proletarian State.
: Communists from their midst. This is so large a number that for  the most decsive influence. Luther expressly deCil-uared that thel social democratic workers will also frustrgte I:E&Spmt a cmsidegr'uxl;]]:e of Pichno and Borodin was so obvious, that even
: the Executive to endeavour to carry through a policy of fundamental prificiple of the second Cabinet will remain { empts at_sabotage on the part of the Central itt new itk of twe? portion of the Jury of the bourgeois court (five
B disaffiliating these local labour parties would mean in effect 1o same as that of the first, in other words: the programme of e 5. P. G, which has in the sharpest form deocmmuhared ee of verdit ve) did not venture to place their signatures (o the
f split the Labour Party from fop to bottom. Attempts at exclusion  German heavy industrialists and big agrarians. Luther annoyllle formation of proletarian unity committees ard ha against asra resz:ﬁior?mﬁ to which the accused were acquitted. And
[0 will still be maintained at national conferences, ang the eflects ced in detail the reduction of taxes for the capitalists and ructions to ik effect to the Party organisations i ths sent in- pot el | of the acquittal, the Austrian bourgeoisie found ii-
i of these still remains to be seen in the larger Trade Unions. But {axation burdens for the workimg masses. He declared himsyillkh. Central itfee of the S. P. G 1 boi e country. " e invidious situation that almost without exception
the solidarity of the working class in the localities has not been  to be opposed to an increase of une ]ol!tmfhl::ebeﬂeem a::],d ag is sabotage by the leaders of the Rei éﬁsbannern% S::ig?rtsgm: o:nihg ;2;0 l;(:uzgetz}n;s newsn?(l::[m ventured 10 make any comment
. oun, ati : AR e . icial *Reichsnos{”

atic Defence Corps) who have published instructions asc. Vventured to take up thicc!jlgfenm Oo?l):h éhsv h?{f;cgu:lz bdiet:('{’lsp?tt

i andaits,

i broken; and if this solidarity is eHectively intained in spite = o th tirani url; " nd 1 b .
e chise law and openly threate O preve prding to which the Reichsbanner organisati i
ely maintained P providing sup threatened ganisations are called po! 18 ne “christian” ali
upon smper of the so-called “christian” sociz sts took under

! of the Right Wing, a heavy blow will have been dealt fo any  worsening o hise hre :

i | policy- of Coalition; since the Liberals have made clear that the the holding of the plebiscije for the expropriation of the prinyllll refrain from taking part in meetings and demonstrati its wi : !

could not contemplate cooperation with a Labour Party in whi without compensation, if necessary by means of artide 4, unity committees. onstrations of sos W‘mf the immaculate white-guardist refugees who have dope

{ the Communists are able to play a role. the Cmstim‘:,?hmml;tut&ar:ﬁuz?dqramsgwﬂ;é :}}:: i“r‘:ti;z}:im_ th\Vh;l.e tthi ntﬁw Luther government is following the course evenmlr‘rcaw"&l:lrgnz?nglih:ﬁ_”t‘:"s of the Soviet Union and who are
\ e I3t MUer government and is car rying out the pro- The verdict of the Vieml;:r‘ogloslfr?c}tlzsagaaI:llesft'ufi?eagg')izt‘%al

al um-

| . Thus the issues of the fufure Labour Goverment and of Agreement wil : I v oot 1 i
of an Arbitration Bill by which the setilement o oot amme of German heavy industry, the army of the unempioyed Port. This verdict means that Russian white guardists backed
- are backe

~ Communist exclusions are in fact the issues of the growing Tibiradion e it e h
| division within the Labour Party. ‘ would over to ordinary monarchist courts. growing from day to da d b ! _
l + _ The Right Wing Leadership is preparing a policy of a The Communist Party replied to this chadlenge of the sec pverty of the prk,{,g mas};:sm(l,f 5];_';!;&\‘?;lthwx}tm¢sget$s:arg f",’d :g’n’x th:d bilxjfxs: and vilest _intemtions of these bands are en-

\ Minority Labour Government — that is to_say, in fact of a  Luther government with the introduction of a vote of no 8 the plebiscite is being carried out by fhe.govern.me A otage per egézn -, ilst in all capitalist countries the most furious in-
| government of coalition with g;;;yal‘nsm. The whole of the hdenceo&g:.lgst the government, and at the same time summoulililentral Committee of the S. P. G. along the whole li nt and the e Is carried on against the Communist emigrants, the
1 Liverpool Conference was a fx.r ation for this. MacDonald the pr rian masses to the stru, gle for the overthrow of { ovement against the robber campaign of the e line, the mass b dgems court “extends to the scum of the white emigram's the
) even declared at the Liverpoo Conference, in the debate on a  government and the d:ssa!uﬂ:no of the clégnchs;tag, f‘l'he 4 .. owing. In many localities the mal-demmg;itoe\i 01::,kst&'1d1]y an ng gﬂs?h i"‘lmwon”.

i Mmonty“(iovemment: ) ) . o nationalists and the fascists als introdu 'voesf o m:co ! ing along with communist workers, members of thr el;s. are full ex ai’n l fe hustnap government have to follow the shame-
¥ _“1 am far more afraid to go in with a majority than against Luther and hls;r Cabinet. Ttilws ng_htt‘ t1;‘<ml he ouf mer and Red Front Fighters are joining hands in eﬂ. o condone &,’i: Ool_:_elSw_lss ,,go""m"_eﬂ'? Why did it have to
S with a minority. i he the_uta wa‘f_ t}(l) li::,;een a ; ong o?p;:zm on agmansm-gnpt;w osov on struggle. The will to unity, the determination fo ct:) c(;)m; s Sef:)urle 'iﬁ crime? Could it not find sufficient means
y _That is to say, MacDonald calculates and pends on t ment, whic ever does mot yet possess i er {i common stru‘gf]e is beginning to assume an el nduc of the trial e most primitive impartiality in the conduct
capitalist majority as his saleguard against the Labour Movement.  government parties. . ) . er which will sweep away all attem ementary cha- s ria; z})nd prevent it being converted into an undignified

And for this he is ready to split the Labour Movement by the The decision lay exclusively in the hands of the social ¢ The acts of the new government the ‘;ﬁ.&f d sabotage. sAoomgdy. o 4
exclusion of the Communists. mocratic Reichstag fraction, who, against the will of the brg ders are only, calculated to arouse the pro;e1 e of the S.P. G. " “sm"_ economic life is passing through a very difficult
On the other hand the mass of the Labour Party are masses of social democratic workers, decided to.abstain | ther and to consolidate their fighti %epower T];’e";‘:sfe; still ofha'sheé ulrllir‘r;m% glédugtry is in a serious situation. The number

Wer. e proletarian . Y is continuall ing. ’ g

the fight against the pre. CxPenditure of the State apparatus is contigually ineamens e

demanding more and more insistently a policy of “Socialism”, voting. The “Vorwiirts” atten:ﬁ:d in an article to defend tigiss front which is being formed in

of less compromise with capitalism, of independence and of the decision by pogltmg out that there was thereby created the 'P ory aims of the princes, is alread be i : vert

united working class front. conditions for pyqventmg a vnclpry of .the German Natio ainst the government of heavy indust ginning to be directed PO . y and misery of the masses are becoming continuall
Communist opposition”. With this decision the social democ docile Reichstag, ry and big capital anq §reater. Only economic relations between Austria and mZ

Soviet Union "can improve the position of Austria. Does fhe

The division Cl\:veidthin the Labour Patrty b:; still cc]>lnh|‘sfd‘é, and e o bt L bt The o
i has not yet rea an extreme point, ause all si are Reichstag fraction practi rescue e Luther Cabin emands put forward d ; A
nominally united in the endeavour to win an absolute  have therr-by. u: tlle‘ heeyes 0{ th'eb'l(iitﬂ?mt;vorhng d”ts" 3 4 arrewll)e(‘)f the government, arl:g :l}:: g&mﬁga{}? E)r_ the \l}imancgﬂe':;m:fj'- Perflhance, believe that the verdict of the
taken on themselves the responsibility for the further anti-labogie 2 Thénfo rgicsex’ved with great enthusiasm by theewof-;fi}:las- minds one so lmk‘-l!g ofu:ﬁe‘verd’?;ss?n white-guardists, which re-
in the proletariat are coming into line \mde>  Telations between Austrian and fhe 'gf)vsizlsa Court, can improve
nion:

\

parliamentary majority. e
pohg; of the new government.
ist Party of Germany.

But if at the next election (assuming that the development o e :
of the class struggle arising out of the industrial crisis may not he decisive vote took place on the day following P leadership of the Commun
ﬁany enonmous imass demonstrations of the German working c

have already brought the issue to a head) the Labour r ( ]
has not won an absolute parliam;:ntary nlmjority. then the real against t!‘ed;&berw gff the{ ) feﬂnnc&s and agzlx)mst The White G The “R
issue is at once laid bare. For then would at once come into ﬁrloyers ensive. The vote of confidence demanded b e e ”
‘ operation, circumstances favouring, the policy of the Minority or Luther under the threat of dissolving the Reichstag ¢ B uardist Terror ists and econstruction Laws of the
Labour Government, which is an open policy of cooperation ﬁls%d by 160 votes against 150 votes of the Communists, Gern ourgeois Jusﬁce. Government Coalition of Poland
| with capitalism. (It is needless to add that the winning of an dahom'lts’ls Tﬁﬁd Fawdz'gs. and W;lthLliil absé:;}lons of ﬂled"1 The following a = . By Orski (W .
| absolute parliamentary majority, which is in the extreme emocrats. Thus, in addition to the Luther Cabinet, the Reichst of the “Pravda” of%%?hr as the leading article - ) y I (Warsaw).
i unlikely, would only raise the issue in a still sharper form). along with its present anti-labour majority was rescued. occasion of the 27th of January 1926 on the The bourgeois parties of all the countries of E i
b _In’ proportion "as the hoped-for absolute parliamentary Already on the day after the saving of the Luther gova planned an attem p"’tcamfmmd_ the assassing who 27¢ Mt by the present economic crisis, are unaninuf';lro eo\’{h;ﬁh
! majority disappears into the background as a myth of capitalist ment by the social democrats, the bourgeois press unanino the Soviet ! d(}))on_ t v_llfe of Comrade Bersin, optnion that th€ only way to bring about a “recovery” 0¥ 't;;
! democracy, the real issue is laid bare for the’ mass of the declared that Luther, as he had now obtained his vote of o The sinister of Russi T 1n Vienna. Ed. lsl to thrust the burden on the working masses, to increa?lp1
Labour Party—Either the policy of the Minority (or Ooght!on) fidence, must rely not upon the social democrats, but UEEIDt on the [ife of the ussian white-guardists prepared an P‘onatlon, to lower the standard of living of (fle broad m::;
Labour Government of impotent cooperation_ with capitalism, the German Nationalists. The first acts of the new governniglia, comrade Bersip If:epfesentatwe of the Soviet Union in etc. The ruling classes of Poland are also well aware of this
on the policy of the Class Strtﬁgegle. brea}l‘(el:eg b;.gond theol‘)ong: are %]*r‘eady :.ujlcl:gmg ot!h(:h md’lspuct.:ible roofs of this. " The conspiracy was gmﬁeﬁ this attempt did not suc. ﬂréa]};rgsfe;‘flvah"“": as is clearly expressed in the measures (])?
of putiamentary formalism, Betueen fhese the mass of the  The vtifion oL e hauekie oo i 0 e esrri o e cour. The Viewma Jury homeer wocsia  PAres Which profss (o' rowc o ierests ot e et
Thus the issue in the Labour Party, which is beginning draft Bill provides for every conceivable restriction and worsed mbassador qsf" the;e people, who had Prepared fo mu:éed would do their utmost to oppose the plans ofspgc k ;3 Vfo."kers:
to take concrete shape in the question of the Minority Labour of the election system in order to rob the workers of mal economic anda;i' ower with whom Austria mainta'er the bourgeoisie, as is to a certain extent the C'lOSr:?S ru‘a:on e
Government and the Commmunist exclusions, is in fact the battle of right to representation in the bourgeois parliament. At the This tru] lplomah.c‘.rehtjons_ 118 pressure of the masses in Germany and France. under the
Liberalism and Communism for the main body of the working time a Bill has been introduced by the government for abolishill o | ihe Y monstrous decision of the Vienna court h : Not so in Poland! Here, the social democrats th i
the last remnants of the Rent Restrictions Act, and accordii. soviﬂgr&:ﬁf' ':g‘}fé‘::rfaf"oﬂg the workers and peasaniz esf:}:fl it P?QY h(p. P. 8) — extend a brotherly -ﬁamie {(’)OI:EZ
: - The has employers (Right Bloc) and the rich peasants (“Piast” Pa
rty)

i

i ' class.

i R to which any tenant who is only a month in arrear with$ te- y I acquitted the member:

‘ rent shall be immediately turned out into the street. Thel guardist ferrorist band, who hav mbers of in order to form a gove ; : .

! The First Days of the New Luther Cabinet. iurther provides for an increase of rent up to five times S, g fﬁn:t? by foreign reacti nariese fléieﬁthzu%%hed wng] understanding in the fgield :)nfmeec?)‘n;:;?élsh&[;ﬁclg vtvh = BPID O A
' nctionaries of the Soviet Union, The cortf::')tsehas Paneimon with the bourgeoisie” (as, aooordineg o :histi:i»:/zh

! - : t :
By P. R. Dietrich (Berlin). - pre-v;lar sy ; . litted people wh « ta s s
’ n reply to the demand of the Communist fraction of S 0 are closely connected with the *paper “Robotnik”, Piotrovski
The second Luther Cahi?et has been formed. The new Reichstag for an increass in the unemployed benefit and S, igl‘fg"m't‘;feg "".t':'dmr_tfl:le so-called “Am Lm;‘:‘,’,":fﬁé: E‘e P.P. §‘-)- . declared at the Party Congress of
members have been recruited from the representatives of heavy extension of the same to all workers unemployed or on Sl a whofa . tained with the blood of revol tionary fi The “reconstruction” laws introduced i
woe number of Eur, utionary fighters, correspond completel jfiroduced by this government
~ y to the wishes of the possessing clas
ng classes.

opean oountries, T i i
be Austrian bour- In the first place, at the beginning of December 1925, the “Law

time, the government declared through the press that it emph Court”
¥ has acquitted ; p :
0, although it w?s deaﬂ;heprwhlt&guardnsts Borodin and for the interim Buget” was introduced. Article 6 of hich '
) ] which runs:

l industry and big capital and have the support of the parties

1 oAfﬂthe f%;J:-ntre; Dmobc;ats.ha(;fn:rﬁ an:ih Gern}anb‘!;eopiepe P&riyt. callyT;gjac:]ed all these demands. e
i fter new ‘members aken the oath before Presiden That the goverrment would prolong indefinitely the pleD™ g oved at t i i

| ' Hindenburg, there followed at the sitting of the Reichstag on regarding the expropriation without compensation of the prit %ﬁomade Bersin should mhim tf’t was . “Up to December 31st 192, no laws shall i
il 26th of January the goverument's declaration by Luther, which  was plain drom the very outset. The bourgeois press alré .vs'ky, ; ate as force which effect an increase in the expenses ofoc:lrlne S:t:to
, was npthing else than a provocation of the working population  reports that the government intends to postpone the pleb kas agamm — how many times already? — the bo 4 or lay new burdens on the State...” g e
of Germany. The government’s declaration began with the state- until ‘the Summer months, in the expectation that by that e “Mt;’t’s ?erffect “freedom from bias”, its u;ﬁf; . No ."'3:‘1:5! of social allowances“zilthough social .distress

. . . . 1} » 118 Tamous “wj&ﬁvity" How’ franﬁc 18 g'l”owmg r]y ﬂ]mugh the i ’ B " r

A the employed, and althou ucrease in the number of un-
gh the rate of allowance per week for each
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family is ten zloty (less than 1.5 dollars!)! This is the wish
of the bourgeoisie and with it of the P. P. S., while at the same
time the Labour Minister Ziemievcki, a member of the P. P. S.
has the efirontery to promise the masses an extenslon of social

he “law as to the means of ensuring the equilibrium of
the gudge!” which was also intended to serve the punposes of
“reconstruction’ and was passed shortly before Christmas,
speaks ‘in still plainer language. Article 2 of this law reduces the
pensions of widows and orphans by 4%, the salaries of the
lower State ‘officials and the military by 4.5 — 5%, and of the
higher officials by 6%. Thus only 1—2% more is cut off from
the salary of a high official, a minister or a general than from
the starvation wage of a petty official or the pension of a
widow or an orphan! In addition to an increased exploitation
of teachers (by raising the number of abligatory hours of tea-
ching in the week) this law further provides for the non-obser-
vation of the index figure for the cost of living in calculating
salaries! . ‘
The P. P. S. voted for this law ir;1 I’arhame_l:it, although ejg:
short time ago, declared that it wouid never agr
{‘:ﬁ l?er:]i);ci‘ion of the sa]aaﬁ'ies of officials in the 10th—14th cate-
gories. (The party numbers among its electors many petty State
officials). Laws of this kind are passed through the votes of the
P. P. S, laws which will yield the State six million zloty, whilst
anany millions of taxes which have to be paid by industry and
landed - property, are in arrears. This is the way the party
expresses its thanks to the petty officials and persons living on
small private incomes who, to a large extent, helped it to achieve
its victory at the election. The reactionary Press might well, on
th: day the law was passed, mock and “pity this party fraught
with internal dissensions”, when it wrote:
“The P. P. S. streiches out one hand to the rhaa in the
street, calling en him to demonstrate and protest, w!uls't
with the other hand it votes for a reduction of salarics.

(“Kurjer Pzanski” of December 19th, 1925.)

Two further “reconstruction” laws are aimed at the middle
and small peasants, firstly the increase of penalties for taxes
in arrears and secondly the payment of taxes in kind by the
easantry.

P lntrgrder to mislead the workers, the P. P. S. propagated
the lie that these laws were directed against the possessing
classes and that they offered compensation for the b!u*denu.ng of
the workers. The effrontery of this assertion is evident if we
bear in mind that article 1 of the first mentioned of these two
laws excepts arrears of the property tax from the increase of
penalties. It should be noted that the arrears chicfly concern
the property tax, .

Thus the Government shows a far-reaching “understanding”
for the arrears of taxation of large capital and the large agra-
rians. The peasant on the other hand who can no longer bear
the enormous burden of his taxation, is punished with an in-
crease of penalties which amounts to 84% of the $um of his
taxation. The P. P. S. bears the whole responsibility for this
law for, when the Independent Peasant Party brought forward
2 motion in parliament to eliminate the words “with the exception
of the property tax”, the P. P. S. voted against the proposal.

The “law for guaranteeing a sufficient supply of articles of
daily use” which was actually reported on by a member of the
P. P. S, is another disgraceful document. The Government de-
claration with regard to it states openly and cynically:

“The Government ... does not maintain that the increase
in the cost of living can be combated with the measures
provided for in the law. The Government has an under-
standing for the determination of prices which depends on
the conjuncture of everts in the world, the fall of the Zloty
etc., although the prices are undoubtedly high in relation to
the purchasing power of the broad masses of the population.”
Thus the Government acknowledges that it neither intends

nor «esires to combat the wave of increase in the cost of living.
The law is merely a manoeuvre for deceiving the masses and
is without any actual value.

The Commmunist parliamentary fraction has put up the pro-
gramme of the workers in opposition to the capitalist “methods
of combating” the increase in the cost of living. It made the
following demands: ' )

* Addition to wages corresponding to the real increase in the
cost of living.

Employment of the unemployed or payment of allowg,
to the amount of the minimum cost of existence to all the
employed in ‘both town and village. _

Automatic raising of the unemployment allowance in cop,
pondence to the increase of the cost of living.

Guarantee of wages in keeping with the minimum dep,,
for existance.

Guarantee of the eight hours’ day. | ]

Prevention of sabotage on the part of the employers wi
gard to the control by the workers of production and th,
change of goods by the factory committees.

No further increase of rents. .

Remittance of rents for the unemployed. o

Cession of the land to those who actually work it i ¢
the peasants owning no land or only small holdings, by the q
fication of large landed property without compensation.

Freedom from {axation for all whose income only
responds to the merest necessities of life, especially for g
landless peasants; abolition of indirect _taxation. -

Away with the squandering of public money on the miliy
and police! o - ‘ .

Away with the present criminal military policy which
leading to ruin; establishment of economic relations with f
neighbouring peoples, above all conclusion of a commerg
treaty with the Soviet Union. . ‘

q’he working masses of Poland will carry on a campi
against the “reconstruction” laws of the bourgeois socig
Government Coalition to enforce these demands.

The Abolition of the Rent Restriction A
in Italy.
By Nino Barbieri (Milan).

In reporting on the work of the Cabinet, the newspap
have, am[z;)‘n:;t %ther things, published the following w
munication )

un“Av[ter disoussing and considering the question of rents
defail and from every point of view and also on the basis,
the results of an investigation made in one of the most imp
tant towns of Italy by a high functionary of the Ministry
Justice, the Cabinet resolved not to prolong the validity ol
law of Jan. 7th 1923 which has been followed by the des
result an extensive resumption of building. {

From June 30th 1926 onwards, freedom to enter
agreements will be completely restored which will give a
increased impulse to house-building and will fully and ent

ve the question.

! eThee C?aﬁbinet has further resolved to allocate a fund
100 millions which will be put at the disposal of the munid
lities in which it may be taken for granted that the new s
matic housing regulations, dependent on the principle of freed
to conclude agreements, will lead to a more active and

oconstruction of dwellings which are to be equipped for
temporary shelter of persons who are under notice to leave
dwellings. . The Cabinet has further commissioned the Mins
of Finance and the Minister of Public Welfare to materid
the financial and technical plan for building small house!
the outskirts of the towns which are 10 be sold to workers
small employees on a system of instalments. _ ,

A commission of five members will be appointed tf.'
Minister for Public Welfare io investigate and make ki
to the public the best technical means for the rapid construd
of dwelling houses.” !

This regulation abolishes the last remmants of ward
measures, .

This resolution of the Fasdist Government gives 10
awners the liberty ‘to fix the rents of dwellings. In orde
grasp the full significance of this . . . liberty, which pracd
amounts to once more letting the tlood of the proletariat, !
negessary to give some figures of the present rents, ”:dl
parison to the pre-war ones, as they exist in spite of '
called limitations of “armaments”.

It should be remarked that the liberty granted to X
owners to exploit their tenants is not the only New Ye
bestowed on the proletariat by the Fascist Government. ‘WG
enumenate some of them: a rise of the price of milk, an “.‘
of customs duties, of tram and motor-bus fares, of 0
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tage, in many towas of the rice of bread and in Milan
bor neral charges also. 1t must furiher e tagn oo oo lan
ration that the maximum w. es of workers in 1920 and 1921
were not even at that time Justed fo the increase in the cost
of living and that in the meantime they been subjected to con-
siderable reductions which are gmtui in the “Labour
Book” of 1924 in the following figures:

l'extile industry by 15-~18%, technical industry by 15—20%,
chemical industry by "15—209, building industry by 18—20%,
wool industry by 20—25% food stuffs industry by 20—30%.
And meanwhile, the cost of living has risen from 100 in 1913
to 080 in 1925,

All the above increases will cause a considerable lowering
of the standard of living of the proletariat and the middle classes.

In an article published in the “Stato Operaio” (The Labour
State) in February 1924, estimates are made as to the effects of
the anticipated reintroduction in 1926 of the liberty to conclude
agreements in the form in which it was desired by the house-
owners and in which it will, as a matter of fact, come into
force on June 30th 1926,

The estimate for the anmual increase for each cafegory is
interesting : ’

1924 1926

Lire
Attics . . . 60.—  500.—
Small rooms - 200.— 1000.-
Medium sized rooms 350.— 1500. -

These preliminary estimates were of course optimistic, They
were exceeded before June 30th 1925 in reality, and that as early
as in March and April 1925, through the “restrictions of the
arbitration commissions. .

Some medium . sized rooms exceed the rent of 2000 lire.
I, in spite of the existence of restrictions, houseowners have
been able to raise the rents for every mm%gy in the measure
quoted above — the rents of attics “have n iincreased from

100 to more than 800! — it is easy to imagine whither the
freedom to make contracts will lead.
The Cabinet has resolved to allocate 100 millions and to

work out a plan of technical warks for the oconstruction of
wooden ho; and of emergency dwellings for persons turned
out of their abode. For anyone well informed as to the cost
of building, this' figure is simply rnidiculous.

The other fact — emergency dwellings for persons turned
out of their houses — is evidence that &e Government in its
agerness to serve the houseowners has not deceived itself as
fo whal_wm happen, and contradicts the first statement in its
tommunication, namely that the order of Jan.  7th 1923 has
promoted the comstruction of houses and that the difficult
question of the shortage of housing accomodation is solved or
on the way to being solved.

It is enough to point out that there are families in Milan
who are accomodated in the miost inhuman way in the premises
ﬁlf at former prison and in wooden huts on the outskirts of
e town.

aumstances in which the greater pant of the population of Milan

15 living. The following are the fgures relating to more than

636 families:

L27% (17 families) have more than one room per head.
2 137% (87 families) have one room per head.
5. 245% (156 families) have less than one room per head.
3.2 (162 families) have half'a room per head.
> 33,6% (214 families) have less than half a room per head.
lhus, the great majority — groups 3, 4, and 5 — i, e. more
ﬂwl'&}% live in unhygienic conditions of overcrowding.
The census of Jan. 1921 showed that there were in Milan

0951 dwellings in"a condition of overcrowding. At that time,

3»500 (00ms were needed partly to provide for the deficiency
dwellings and 24,000 if question was o be solved {o

the
&0y degree. Since then the question has become more serious,
& the population has increased to a considerable degree. In

$ite of the restrictions and of the arbitration commissions,

s have enormously increased and a resumption of building

;f‘hi"ligg; is hardly perceptible even since the order of Jan.

: It is i 1 H ; 2 y )
Wellin:s_ interesting to go into the question of the people’s

There are about 10,000 demands for rooms, and 2500 TQoms
will be rpadgelbeh_veeu September and the end of 1926; and
people will being turned out of their dwellings in June.
. In the large urban centres of Italy, conditions are almost
similar, not to speak of the small centres and of Southern
Italy, where the peasants sleep under the same roof with their
domestic animals.

... _The lack of housing accomodation will therefore not make

It possible, as the Fasoist Government seems {o hope, for a
OOWWECt'lﬁOn to start between building enterprises 1o the benefi
of the inhabitants, = P t

On the contrary, there is reason to fear, as the Government
also realises, that there will be a larger number of evictions than
ever was possible even when the houseowners had plenty of
pretexts before the artbitration commiissions. The result oiy the
resumption of the free right of contract and consequently of
free competition, the only object of which is often, a greater
freedom of disposal, offers no guarantee to the tenants in the
case of the abolition of the system of compulsory letting which
is still valid in other ountries. If the tenants’ assoociations are
dissolved, there will still exist in our country, the firmly and
impregnaiblfv organised associations of houseowners who, thanks
to the resolution of the Fascist Cabinet. have carried off a great
victory. )

When a stop was put to evictions on the onder of the
Prefect of Milan who was prompted to this measure by the
seriousness of the situation, Stucchi, the president of the asso-
ciation of houseowners, wrote last April — in appealing to
the Ministry against this regulation — that in Milan “the consti-
tutional onder of the State along with the authority of the
central power had been overthrowrn.”

The victory has come. The authorities in Rome are oon-
vinced that the constitutional order is in serious danger and
that therefore the houseowners mmst be given a free hand as
regards their tenants, to raise rents and literally to turn them
out of their half room or their attic, into the street, if they
do not submit to the increase of rent.

Yankee Imperialism Shows its Teeth.
By Harrison George (U. S. Al).

There are lessons to be found for the workers in a study
of the “Renters’ Rebellion” in Panama City, Republic of Panama,
situated in the centre of Central America, the region most
acutely oppressed by the expansion southward of United States
unperialism.

These lessons pertain not only to the terrible economic
and social conditions of those Latin-American workers suffering
under the heel of ruthless exploitation, and they reflect not
alone the vast power of oppression of Wall street imperialism-
which is known to these oppressed peoples as ‘The Colossus of
the North’, — but teach as well the fundamental function of
the capitalist state, as written by its own hand.

The strike of the renters in Panama, it will be remembered,
occurred in October last. The landlords had raised the rents,
already high, of workers that toil for the merest pittance and
who live in the worst of horrible and unsanitary hovels. Fxtracts
from a letter, given below, tell something of their conditions
in the foliowing words:

“A New York acquaintance once showed me around that
city’s infamous East Side. My comment on the abominable,
filthy and generally unsanifary conditions under which those
workers exist, was that here ‘we had a crime against civili-
zation that cried to heaven. But that was before 1 started
travelling around Central America. Your East-Sider is a
pot bellied plutocrat in comparison to the Central-American
worker.”

Against such conditions the workers of Panama City re-
belled. The whole world proletariat should know that they fought
valiantly against their venal and corrupt government, that they
rushed into the struggle with a will for sacrifice, and that many
gave up their lives in open, although unequal, combat.

. The Panamanian government used all its power to crush
:R: renters’ strike, but disaffection arose in its police force, and
government was swept along — was on the point of a tin
defeat with a wry faoe?p:vhen the soldiery of the Un.itedowsptateg
invaded the country without the slightest pretext 'of inter-
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i justi i i ved the rights of “Radicals” (Serbian hegemonistic bourgeoisie) and the Radity |
i ::;xlot:ﬁ; l‘wzﬂ tltewlgﬁjzu?gﬁsﬁdnd? o?dthe Panagmanian party — for the whole worlg:ngdicf}:::n :)i'rglgoisdg\sléa “1;1 ig;‘ a?»{
[ worker. Bayonets thro the breast of a few brave prole- these persecutions l— agfﬁ q!}l lean e in the police commut |
foy M tarians who fought red flags with their bare hands, expressed in formal juridica 'gl:h b o ke e
' tri renters won a ten per cent cut, cations. They are deeply rooted in the present conomie
(it tho et‘l‘:.eyB udem.at evmmiedm ﬁ;mﬁtf’tl; per cent Teductionpeat the be- situation of Jugoslavia and its relx}(lonshto iorelgln_ countnv:s. The
ff ginning, Brute force again triumphed over workers armed only following factors can be cited which show up this new wave ¢
with a just cause and isolated from the larger masses of workers, terror in its true light. ' o _
2 whose co-operation alone would have ensured success — the 1. The economic situation of Jugoslavia is becoming Worge,
o organised workers of the United States. from day to day. The public expenditure which this eﬁear rea(gjbgd_
when a common fight is made by the workers of the 13 milliards of dinars (55 dinars =1 d?lla;.) exoeedth; agﬁtl);n ing |
United States in close conjunction with the miserably oppressed to the statements of the Minister o mai:llhge,ds R deiga'l
H workers of Central America, can the latter hope for penmanlzlt maximunr-ef the State by no lgs than two m t}?s s icit,
4‘ betterment to be forced out of the exploiters. And only when on the Budget has never been so high a]s it is Iasg‘m .thrn(l)th;
‘ the workers of the United States understand that their own other hand the whole industry of Jugos a}\‘na’ is l‘Pd tg ; }:l%;
standands are menaced by he oppression suffered by Latin- a serious crisis by which trade and heavy industry, whi

3. The R. R. Government hoped that.the intepsification of a firm strong organisation in order successfully to defend th
s anti-communist pohcz' would, to a certain extent, improve its interests of the Iugoslav:ian proletariat, for umi{i . it :nd fo;
tuation as regards its joreign policy, and that in two directions: establishing closer connections with the international trade umion
D e W i e W Futopsan imperiast - movement The Jugosavian goverment e e it
owers, € e , & Prool 1s recent coqu CI -
-meﬁeesrfviel yUnion Was not é’m nt seriously. The fri(:tmﬂg On the day before the holding of the Congress all leeadue‘:}sm‘:f
eption of the Turkish foreign Minister who had come to the independent trade unions were thrown into prison. All the
grade direct_from Paris where he had signed a treaty of leading active groups of the independent trade union movement
liance with Chitcherin, the People’s Commissary, further the and of the Communist Party of Jugoslavia, consisting of 350 of
paclusion of the Turko-Jugoslave treaty of friendship and the the most devoted leaders of the Jugoslavian working class were
ours as 10 negotiations between Balugdzitch, the Jugoslavian :}:’res(tgi. 'thw(ﬁr "K‘e -claonslllsts in the fact that they had prepared
mhassador in Berlin and Chitcherin — all this caused con- € congress of the legally existing independent trade wmions
derable discontent in English government circles, Violent Press of Jugoslavia. , , o
plemics resulted, from wh_lch it is easy to see that this supposed In d.GSlTOYJ _the workers’ organisations the hangmen of the
attitude of Jugoslavia fo the Soviet Union was only a I[ugoslavmn working class make use of a pretext, which the re-

e . ) I _ é . : . . vily. ntegic move, the object of which was 1o strengthen Jugo. lormists have prepared for this purpose by expelling six of the
| American workers, will a common fight be made. ) ) predominate in this country, are suﬁermg most heavily 3 vE:gs position in the question of the Balkay guaranteej pgact largest independent frade unions  lrom e ol Ull_ﬁde o e
' We come to the revelation in the struggle that went on in The uncertain state of the currency which has been artificilly S} i being prepared. Chamber. The reformists, who have continued without ceseat.on

Panama City, of the basic nature of a capitalist state. In the j5rced up by constant manipulations of the Ministry of Finance,
decree iss?uz' by the mayor of the city on October 31, a decree yhose poplic;', is at present identical with that of financial capita)
i with ten separate articles and a preamble, the latter states: the large banks, causes an uncertainty which, in such periods,
! . “The mere fact of inciting or advising by any means on the one hand intensifies the antagonism beltween financial
the non-payment of rent, is to induce citizens to ignore the and industrial capital, and op the other hand has a negative’
natural and legitimate right of property, and therefore said influence on the situation in industry. 3 _
| act constitutes an attack against the right of property which *  zy fhig has called into being, first of all an intensification
[ it is the unavoidable duty of the State to protect.” of the anti-social policy of the R. R. Government (government
!’ What could be clearer? Here there is stated the “natural of the Radicals and the Raditch party), and secondly a rapid de.}
{3 right” of capitalist property, and the equally supreme duty and terjoration in the position of the working class. Hence there resulis
I’ =  Afunction of the capitalist state to protect that right. the symptoms which are characteristic of the present situation
That the right of human life and happiness is wholly im- in Jugoslavia and which are in .obvious contradiction to one}
material when it conflicts with this “natural night” of capital, another. On the one hand: growing unemployment, an enormous
and that this “natural” right nevertheless required the assistance increase of indirect taxation, an anticipated increase of credit on
of artifice in the way of jails and bayonets is seen in the pro- goods, and on the other hand: abolition of the Ministry for
visions of the decree. Social Policy, reduction of the unemployment benefit, cutting d(-)wn.
These provided that all personally or indirectly inciting non-  of wages, reduction of the public expenditure on the various
payment of rent should be arrested and imprisoned, if Pana- social institutions (Labour Chambers, factory inspectors). At the
manian citizens, foreigners to be deported. Panamanians of same time, increase of military expenditure (in the spirit of
“Notorious bad conduct” who participate are sentenced to two Locarno!), the King’s apanage raised to 24 million dinars.

ears in prison — and in such a prison where such a term is this, the situation of the poor and small peasan
{vorse than immediate execution. Printers who print circular is be}}agﬁn?n:m\;r“on:lel?’not only because of the increase of E]direct
matter are subject to arrest. All meetings relating fo the tenants’ o\ uon TUb H160 ecause of the liquidation of agrarian reform
; question are prohibited and public demonstrations in which the  uid & 10 be cagried out by the “peasant” Minister, Pavie
Q red flag is displayed or the Internationale is sung are prohibited, Roditch, In a short time the legal terms for the payment of (he
and participants are subject to arrest. A land of the large property owners, which was taken possession
Thus was crushed by summary decree and the aid of of by the poor peasants in 1819 — 1019, will expire, and even now
t Yankee bayonets the movement which the imayor’s preamble measures are being prepared against most of jhe peasants who
stated “was aimed at disturbing public order and to change by cannot meet these payments. This will lead to a fresh aggravation
violent means our institutions for the purpose of substituting of the peasant and agrarian question and in some provinces
them with others”, but which, in effect was a typical example _ Dalmatia for instance — even to peasant ‘“disturbances” and
of the savage treatment by capitalist government of workers revolts.
who dare even fo lay the weight of a finger on the holy “natural” A situation of this kind leads to a great increase of discor
right of property. “tent among the workers and the poor strata of the population ir,
i Thus was crushed the first brave effort of the Panamanian  town and country, and also to an increase of the possibilities of
workers to battle for freedom under red flags and with the development and of the influence of the Communist Party, which]
) Internationale on their lips. But it was only their first effort, has recently been making progress along the path of consali-d
| and the neat little axiom used by the Spanish people in all oc- dation in its internal organisation. It was therefore absolutely]

b) The Government wanted in this way to improve it ;. to carry on a campaign in their press against the most honest
’ \)vith regard o the question of recelyving aplar;e isog(i)éil leaders of the workers, have at the same time constantly called
o, on which depends the salvation of the whole Siate from the attention of the government to the “‘criminal activity” of the

mncial collapse.  Stojadinovitch, the Finance Minister, was independent trade unions.
trusted with this difficult task and is at present trying to The preparatory work of the reformists and of the Jugo-
duce the bankers and the Government of the United States Slavian government has achieved its aim: the independent trade
grant Jugoslavia such a loan after she has settled the question ~ Union movement of Jugoslavia has been destroyed and the best
ber old debts. The attack on the communist movement was Workers torn from the stegdfast ranks of the Jugoslavian prole-
ended in this case, to serve as evidence of the strength of tarians who are organised“in the independent trade unions, The
political position of this Government. That this was not Victory of reaction, however, is only a temporary victory. The
abstract hypothesis but a fact, is proved by the following Workers of Jugoslavia will put forward comrades from their
fement of the bourgeois Zagreb “Morning”, of Jan. 26th.: ranks who will replace those who have been removed by reaction
“The arrests and persecutions of the Comenmiats did for a time from the fighting front. The white terror of Jugo-
not meet with as favourable an echo in American Pl slavia will not succeed even this time in su pressing the labour
circles as had been expected (!)...” - ¢ movement, just as the savage hangman of the workers and pea-
(“The Mornihg" Zagreb No. 033 sants of Bulgaria, Zankov, has not succeeded in crushing the Bul-

) B » £Ag 0. 933.) garian labour movement.

' Teh;;’fn:h%’:'aén tdd,'“on k})l_the preparatory blow against the Down with the white terror in Jugoslavia!

P o s Mons which were to have held their Con- Long live the working class of Jugoslavia, long live its uni-

ess in these days, and the' whole of whose re resentati i i i ”
d leaders were axzrested, are the real reasons ‘f(l))r thi n‘;s/ ted and firmly welded independent trade unmion movement!

tal attack of the Jugoslavian Government on the Colmmunist
ement. This is why the Belgrade police wishes at an i
e by the methods of mediaeval inquisition, to extort flyouﬁr tch%

sted, workers 3 confession that fhey had been prepasing - Declaration of the Communist Party of

Pk Joicii’l“i?.?o"&'ﬁi‘,’,ﬁ";,{;"°’ the same reasou, the young Greece against the Military Dictatorship.
'y wa 3 i
IS as to commmunist activity inythe armo ogﬁpﬁlo:l(!) Ilmkebstate For some weeks past the entire press has been devoting its
his “cross-examination”, and was soﬁa,_treafed th:gts hero}l::g columns 4o the question of Communism. There is talk and
be taken tfo hospital in a half dead condition. Some of the discussion regarding it, as well as regarding the measures
ers even maintain that he will not esmpe'witfl his life, Which the Pangalos government has already taken and will yet
hese facts should ; " take against the communist and the labour movement. The
ers of the wholue ﬁ:ldtogzl;h%nféﬁmnﬁ Ipr?_i;st.of the Pangalos government and its supporters are endeavouring to
tich the best Labour leaders of Jugoslavia SOt }::rnty €l prove to the whole world that the conirunists are desirous
the brutal Sesbian police. " 'a from the hands resorling to practical action, and that they must therefore
speedily and thoroughly defeat comumunism and every moventent
— of the working people, even if the “security of the State” does
' not absolutely require it. It is evident that the Pangalos govern-
ppeal of the R. I. L. U. against the Perse- ment is striving for the same aim for which the other Greek

casions of temporary reverses comes sharply to mind — “Manana necessary for the present Government, by Iraming up a “commu-’ tion of governments strove: in order to maintain its rule, in order to
sera otra dia” — “To-morrow will be ‘:Euy)ther day”. nist :n);piracy", [:0 avert this Pnevitait))’le sm;gyhzning of the the JugOSIaVia" Trade Unions. be able to carry on its palicy of exploitation and plundering
C. P. and at the same time to weaken its strongest and most ) Moscow, 1st February 1926. of the masses, the class movement of the workers, peasants,
dangerous enemy by a hard and brutal blow. B The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour refugees,_emrployees, small traders etc. must be defeated. \X/)hy is
THE BALKANS 2. A further object of the Government, and especially of JR°" has issued the following a.pLx:aJ to the working men and Commumsml bel‘ng' more severely atlacked today than ever? The
the Great Serbian hegemonistic bourgeoisie, whose interests are: ia: -?ri (féu Uco_untnes against the persecution of the Jugo- reason’l}s i u . X )
The Situation i ' lavi represented by the Radical party, was fo compromise its ally ulg’, - "2 Lmion Movement: the t!. he Iireath cc;)mmm;xst danger washdlseow;ired precisely at
€ uation in jugos avia. the Government, the Raditch party, in the eyes of the broad 1 the 24th of February the Congress of the Independent ime when the Pangalos government had suffered a serious
i by Milan Gorkitch (Belgrade). masses, by violent persucutions of the communists and by interr .‘, '(‘)J"}'l‘f"‘s of Jugoslavia was to have been held. The agenda, deleat in the ‘electlons s} Salnaic, , .
t ) ) sifying the illegal methods and the police methods. The Radiids gl er items, included the question of the unity of the trade . 2. At a time when mutton costs 42 Drachmas, and the family
| On January 25th — after a long silence and continuous party has in recent times begun to extend its influence fo ‘hef ovement which has been ?]lt by the reformists. income of a worker or employee does' not exceed 35 drachmas
protests on the part of the whole Jufo_slavnar} public — the 0 atian provinces and thus seriously fo injyre the influen ¢ trade union movement of ugoslavia, after its affiliation @ day, the Pangalos government, in order to silence all voices
Department for Public Safety of the Jugoslavian Ministry of of its ally — the Radical party. The Radicals therefore wish ®

% RI.LU. in the year 1920 was persecuted int the cruelest ©f protest, announced that the centre of the Communist move-

er. All Trade union premises were closed, the workers’ ment of the entire world is to be found in Athens.

2 f“J"’lﬁz(‘i‘mllamlt?d over by. the police to the social democrats, 3. In order to divert the attention of the masses from the
of B their own unions. and since then have held aloft increase in the rates of rpme and in the price of bread, milk

roe th e Amsterdamers in Jugoslavia. In s ite of the years and all other articles of , the Pangalos government disco-

S trade workers of Jugoslavia have ed in setting up -vered that the C. P. of Greece had received money from Vienna

ocrg ;f,:ilom and fighting against the attacks of the social sent from Moscow, in order to organise the revolution against
¥ and the police. the system of Pangalos.

independent class trade . unions of Jugoslavia now

hed : § ( 4. In order to divert the attention of the population from the
fo discuss at their Congress the means for establishing  new orders for 3000 machine guns and 6000 rifles, the Rangulos

the Interior published a comunication on the persecutions of
communists in Jugoslavia (which began in the second hali of

January and are still going on) in which it is stated that the known as an “opponent” of the police regime and of brutal
arrests were made persecutions. Furthermore the Government wanted, by {his
“because the persons arrested were suspected Oof manoeuvre, to distract the attention of the masses *from ¢
[ attempting to organise communist nuclei among the burning questions of internal and foreign policy and from the
_ workers.” crisis within the Government which is becoming more and more;
| { The actual reasons for this new attack aimed at the Jugo- acute every day (intensification of the dissensions behvees]
|
1

answer with a “counter-offensive” and, by communist perse:
cutions, to comPromjse Raditch who, up to the present, has beet

slavian working class by the Coalition Government of the Raditch and the Radicals), and to turn it in another directiof
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overnment exaggerates the importance of the speech of the
ugoslavian ' Minister Raditch and the nationalist-chauvinist
meeting at Monastir, and even takes advantage of these facts in
order to pr a new war, in which the working masses must
sacrifice their lives in the interests of the capitalists and im-
perialists of the Entente and of Greece.

5 In yinﬁ out the commands of England who holds
us in slavefy, the Pangalos government with the greatest
eagerness discovered the “Miiller affair”, and is seeking to

rovoke a conflict with the Soviet Union, which would mean an
intensification of the economic crisis and still greater misery
Tor all sections of the Greek people.

Workers, Peasants, Refugees, Petty Bourgeois!

its reactionary policy of exploitation the
Pangalos government is first attacking the Comnumunist Party
and the labour organisations. In order to remove every obstacle
from its way, in order to prevent the Cvmmunist Party from
representing the present and future interests of the masses, the
government is resorting to strengthening the police, throttling
and forbidding the press, is arresting, interning and condem-
ning, and wishes to get the senate into its hands as an organ
ofnglsclst and Pangalos dictatorship. If the Pangalos government
is naising a great outcry over the “Communist danger” it is
because it wishes to prepare the ground in order to place first
the Commmunist Party, and aiterwards the other labour organi-
sations outside the law, to settle accounts with them and to
deprive the whole working class of its one real and determied
defender, the Communist ‘Party and the Young Communist
League.
We have at present the military dictatorship. This does not‘
in any way surprise us; we expected all that. The workers
organisations and all sections of the Greek workers have long
lived under the dictatorship. In the undisguised proclamation of
the dictatorship there is openly proclaimed what has already
actually. existed for a long. time. The dictatorship means the
bankruptcy of democratic illusions.

As an answer fo the dictatorship of Pangalos and the
rest of the military and monarchist adventurers, we issue the

slogans:

Bread for the workers!

Possibility of existence for the Refugees!

Down with the taxes which crush even the small traders
and small business men! :

Right of organisation and political freedom for the masses!

Elections on the basis of the system of proportional re-
presentation!

Our cry is forwards!'

Long live the solidarity of the workers, peasants, refugees,
employees and all working masses!

Long live the Communist Party and the Young Communist
League of Greece, the advance-guard of the Greek working class
in the struggle! .

The C. C. of the Communist Party of Greece.

The C. C. of the Young Communist League of Greece.

[THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

New Phenomena in the International
Labour Movement.

By John Pepper.

A number of new phenomena are to be observed in the
international Labour movement. The temporary stabilisation of
capitalism has, in some countries, given fresh vigour fo the
ranks of the aristocracy of Labour and increased its privileges,
with the result that the Labour movement has to a certain
extent, veered to the Right. On the other hand, two powerful
factors are more and more driving the masses of workers into
opposition to capitalism, and in this way producing a strong
current the Left in the Labour movement; these factors
are 1) the crisis and the wholesale unemployment in a number
of countries, 2) the successful building up of socialism in the
Soviet Union. In view of the general veering fo the Left of

In carrying out

Correspondence -

the proletariat and the crystallisation of Left groups, we g
speak with' some justification 3 a new growth of fendey
in favour of a Second and a Hall International. We will cite §
most important signs,

1. The alliance of the English and Russian proletaria(,
Joint Advisory Council for Trade Union Unity of the wory
Jasses of Great Britain and the Soviet Union in itself repreg
a form of organisation of this alliance. The  contiy
unemployment and the hopeless industrial crisis compel f§
English ‘workers to regard the Soviet Union as the only |y
market in ~vhich it would be possible fo sell English wy
The rapid succession of a Liberal, a Conservative and a La
Ministry and the return to power of a Conservative Governp
have given sufficient evidence of the impossibility of improy
the sifuation of the English worker in the capitalistic anar
At the same time, the prospects of social construction i
Soviet Union fill them with fresh hopes. That the Finnish
Norwegian trade unions have ‘joined the Unity Committe
a further sign of the growth of this fighting spirit.

2 The success of the Labour delegations. One of the my
important characteristics of our time is indubitably that
European workers have begun to “discover” the Soviet Ung
The success of the English delegation of workers was e
ordinary, and the results of the visit of the German works
delegation are gradually becoming nore and move evidy
There w years in which the Soviet Union was an i
haustible ce of revolutionary inspiration to the wo
of the whole world. Then came the civil war. Both the fa
and living conditions in the Soviet Union began to be u
as a ‘“4errible warning” by social democratic agitators.
great change has now ocome over the scene. Even in Amer
abowt 200,000 workers have formed committees with the ob
of sending workers’ delegations to the coumtry of socialist ¢
struction and of government by the workers,

3. The formation of a Left wing of Social Democray
all countries. There is now hardly a single country in
there is not an embittered fight going on between the Lelf
Right tendencies in the bosom’of Social Demiocracy.

The stabilisation of Social Democracy has proceeded
to that of capitalism. The Hamburg World Congress had bro
about the amalgamation of the Second and the Secound and a
Internationals. The rejoicing over 4his amalgamation hows
did not last long. An embittered fight between the fradi
is mow raging throughout international Social Democracy,

The Minority Movement in the English trade unions |
rise to the first organised form of the Left wing, and no
first steps are being taken to organise a Left wing in the Ba
Labour Party. The social democratic opposition in Saxony W
for a long time preserved its local character, has now @
into a movement which embraces the whole of Germany;
organised Left groups are opposing the official policy d
party in Frankfort, Mecklenburg, Hamburg and even in Befilo

'

We have seen how, at the Party Congresses “of French, Pigipa
and Hungarian Social Democracy, powerful opposition W0 are pressing fowards the Left

ments have simultaneously come into being. The question
coalition government and of an understanding with the b
geoisie is now shaking French, German, Polish and Hup
Social Democracy to their foundations,

This Left opposition within Social Democracy is sl
large extent uncertain and wavering. Nevertheless it cxisty
if in the future it continues to grow as it has done in thl
few months, we shall soon be able to say that before
nothing but two wings — without a body — will  remil
Social Democracy which was once a united whole.

4. The success of the Communists at elections.
few months have brought success to the Communist P
at the elections in Belgium, Czechoslovakia and German).
most recent municipal elections in Berlin, the Prussiat
vincial elections and the elections for the South Germat 4
tag have shown an inarease in the number of communisy
a decrease in the number of social demoanatic votes.
bourgeois Press was compelled to acknowledge that 22
letter of the E:C.C.1. and after the defeat of the P!
Ruth Fischer-Maslov, the masses have again begun fo §
nearer 1o the Communist Party. The Czech Communist

s

formed and a lively discussion on the new ideas
. - . d
policy will develop in the whole lntematiolnal." o

differentiation and the revolutionisin i i

! nising of the international Labo
u&ﬁe:mn t. It is already possible to discern the outlines ﬁf
Hmelicnes of the nature of those held by the Second and a
. .g:;en_mhpnal‘ among the masses of workers. Once more
ed?ril L]asb(::: thlg ;‘same direction as in 1920 when the Inde-
Knmo r Party and the German Independent Social

s to

The significance of these si
gns should not of cox | )
rated, on the other hand however we sho-ul(imst?ebe ity o

lacts. It is mecessary to :
; y to manoeuvre with ; e
actics, though of " course this oh care, patience and wise

b st without interruption, beem ruled by purely ‘social demo-

poops, who are employed as strike-breakers in all
. 8 labon -
s. It has even happened that these bandits — who in arsfl(())trl't

Olice powers.
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in making the first breach in the mighty wall gi i
ip mabing the | rmg‘r y of Belgian Social
5. Attempts fo draw nearer to the 3rd International.
ward tendencies are making their appearance ngtw gnulal' él;ue[:
national but also in an international measure. One of the first
signs of this was Otto Bauer’s speech in Vienna. He was forced
to acknowledge the socialist development of the Soviet Union

and emphasised the necessity of an alliance between the inter- !
mtlona! p;ole}'lt.anad and the lirst workers’ republic. At the o took place on the 23rd and 24th of January in Goteborg
‘““e’l,““.éaﬁ()‘mlsofm:ﬁm’}\he dgmanded, more ar less as a Teward, The Conference was attended by 163 delegates, re r senti
theblqu intpresti e Austrian C.P. A second sign is given COy¢r 250 trade umions in all parfs of the countr g ezlerxt}ng
us a)ll 311&“‘0“!‘01511112 artidle from t.he pen of Nielson, the Danish 17 provincial federations of the most important am)i' o L&dmg
::1 Russianhnvtt;ﬁkglrmuﬁfif&rhmf-, 1116 writes that, whilst aroips, Such %S the paper and saw-mill workers p“')'l;;l‘l‘f:;
, i up socialism, the situation in orkers, metal workers and forest work h i
Dez(xj:ur:n;ndﬂl-zx; t\sz \]vge Pf urope is getting worse from day many syndicalists. The conveners of thg El;’:f:rne‘x?geg ht:cf n:i bf:&ng
::m zhe m‘d Me une{nploy{ne{]t has become a perma- that onlht.hose delegates should have’ the right to vote 'heClhaed
howe‘ver the communist revolution is inevitable. In his opinion ~een officially delegated by their trade unions; these a :
dismrbel:s e com am;s;r;éf gﬁgmsaw bt_efcause ]fhey are only z‘ivcg(r);:imgltjola mtodest estimate, represented over 80'000L¢b)rga“n?s':‘£¢.i‘
: a ‘ becapse, if revolution should v rs. Delegates who were sent b inorities /
m"‘ﬁagmy' it could be carried out by the Danish social Visory votes. In addition to this numeyroE;lnt(;f{l:ll:ebln(l’i?)ll'l‘s r}]fac:! ad'_
g pressed unconditional approval of the prograimme, but explainee;

The most important sign of the tendency that owing to financial reasons it i si :
k . L o approach 1 4 was impossible to se
Comintern is however the latest resolution ofy e Eﬁglishcqn:itc: g\yn representatives. It must not be forgo{ten th:t;t ﬁ,;te'll?ort:lelr
pendent Labour Party, which consists of two parts. In the lstfduces. in Sweden which is 2000 km. in length wnhu:
eﬁ:aasgﬂtr Ltto Ifmstw‘“?((lil .thaSec‘ 11}115 Independent Labour Party must population of 6 millions, played a very great role in this case
¢  unite the ond and Third Internationals, It will We are therefore justified in in inge i '
: . ; » clud :
F&leﬂr% a;:gnﬂ"i ngu:ft“?}? at the next conference of the Second SYMPpathisers, with the result that 1hilsl (L‘,!(])%f::eﬁgg :id:z:mtge(;hese
b ey lt' ‘perosposamees :(l)m:::l :g:]?ro?;ll thsgt"l'h-ird Inter- L‘;Sss thag ISQ'I‘O!OP out of the 440.000 trade union organ;:sed“l:‘,orklcl:-)st
force 10 the background and 1o concentrate lle Question of armed weden. This magnificent result of a campaign which lasted
. ) groi t ts strength on the Scarcely two mionths will b . : aste
fight against capitalism and imperialism. eﬁ]‘ ! gth on the will be appreciated all the more wh
; d part of the 'S Temembered that it was achi i en it
rsolution states that fhe Independent L e seclo;n part e e . s achieved in the sharpest struggl
; : : the trade union b : : uggle
in the future absolutely strive to obtai abour Party will not 28aInS de union bureaucrats, social democrats ani
. complete unanimity i lutionary syndicalists. Botl “free” ol vl
the resolutions of the 2nd ln-ternmio'nazllll 1 o Y ol i - Both the “free” and the syndicaiist trad
: ; . ; . It no longer conceals Union leaders opposed in the most h - pg e
its Left point of view, ard thanks to that “a Left wing is being Conference of the Communist iectg,td;ltls' m\?/lc}ﬂ?pl)repa“thiecsiplmrglg
the new Maintained a conspiracy of silence regarding the Conf press
or endeavoured to represent it as being absurd and nference
without importance. g urd and entirely
Of the head organisati invi
took part in the Cog?é;?:g.)ntsh eu{z;tcei‘gr:)glfyt:lhelc. P. of Sweden
of the syndicalists and ’ ; ¢ Iree frade unions,
s and also of the social democracy boycotted it.

The Conference has, by means of cor i i
) v wcrete discussion, cl
lavlg down the programme for future work in the trade 1fn?§;]sy
a(r; t:(lls programme, after a thorough debate. was unauimously'
?aﬂl(l))")t a'clol:n g‘ri(titel; tgf c]oonduct "ill]d organise this work systemati-
" e was elected, isti
part of we}]-known trade unionists. FMIESEOE for i gredss
This programme provides:
1. The setting up of 100% trade unio i
f ns, that is to say,
z;zc'lﬁe ;Jsm(‘);:s shallbhg extended and embrace all hand and ybr;}il::
b33 "mex;b:: el.ng to achieve a Trade Union Federation of
'2. E.stablishrflent of national and international unity.
3. Fight against Fascism and Strike-breakers.
4. Measures for supporting the unemployed.

5. Enactment of an efiective law r i i

. egarding working hours,

Whlc(:l s:.gll gnnbrace all groups of workers without egception,
- Adopting of measures in order o bring the j i

workers into the trade unions and ensure xhemgdeoent]l;lv:r?l;l:

wages, so that they cannot any longer be used as wage-cufters.

“The splitting of the trade unions mu

. ; st not be toler:

;)n any crcumstances or in any form. A decisive iroﬁle;l:g:
te set up against every attempt to expel a minority group
rom the trade unions or to induce them to withdraw ..."

The Conference, which received a
, W great number of telegrams
?:i syhmpathy from various countries including France, Gelfﬂr:llly
: zetcheos‘iovalﬂa anc! the Soynef Union, sent a telegram of svmpathy'
a(:zr o] tongI:d-Rx:ilasq 'lljel(lil({) Ctommjttee which was unanimously
i A
g b yg workg.’r ‘ wo social democrats, two commu-
The holding of the Conference as well a urnbe
C \ _as the great
of delegate attending it show that great masses olzthe Stzvedisl:

lained a fighting programume whi i
i ch me iasti
a.ppr::va'l ho{ ;! great portion of the orga:llis»:xllthmg;‘s:es o

s the Fre¢ Trade Union Federation wh ;

. . . m C =
:t;:ltee consists of social democratic rs of parelgztzn.:mcg:'d
n councillors, refused to undentake the realisation of thi
|Ero ramae, the metal workers of Goéteborg convened a U ’tls
onference of all the organised workers of the Kingdom wl:l:clyl

All these facts and evenis are signs of the movement, the

cratic Party sent representatives to Mos i
r Serl / cow to negotiat
the conditions of admission into the Third lntemigtio]:ﬁnf

houghtlessness if we closed our eyes to the ‘importancegmot;“{hesoé

involves a certain danger of
be a great mistake on our

pportunism. It would however
if we did not get in touch with the masses of workers

New Epoch in the Swedish Trade Union
Movement
By Smolan.

The class antagonisms in Swed isi
en have visibly inc i
islfjr'befc?wb years, although this country lwhi{h u:-:ésls?uiltg
y the war and inflation, has since the year 1920,

lic “labour governments”.

Under the eyes’ of this gov i empl
he 1 ernment private oye
as municipal admmnstnatgms, organise armed [ascisyt rssl'wg;

ace of time have committed: s i
e everal murders among the worki
ulation — have been entrusted by the town a?ﬁhorities w;:igl

In view of this fact and pa
e : o i Jof | and also of the complete passivity of th ioni i
arbom a m.ﬂlmtem‘t est and even't thev Ber'rln' ‘v rwry b .ersorgi rzlitmsat‘t‘loins' thehmasses W fi;::ﬁ ind )t' e trad:at_xgnomests h.ave finally broken with decade-long social de-
resented the complete ammihilation of Czech Sozid Géteborg, ther seool:ul r:zit t trade’ uni Sirid A ) e B |
Sled greatest trade’ union in the country,

Tep
cracy. Even the small Comsmumnist Party of Belgium SUTg

an appeal “To all Swedish workers”, and which oon-

———
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It was agreed that a more systematic education of the of private p

s h C persons. That i ich i ied: ‘
mndebetroshégu il;l: (:l}:: m}_ l:r&gl‘.ranmletb 1 f:l;glﬂd be undertaken in is El the hands of the aStzﬁl:.)(;ufvt:)?:l,dv:}:Kc-h(ils b i
order itin * their s and to facilitate the economic strengthening of the NEP- e Sanemsial
work of recruiting new blood for the Party — one of the most weakening of the State? Y Kvglve X Sorvesponding

important needs of the moment, is sai
3. It is said that an attempt is being made to compel the

With regard to the proposed segregation policy of the
pact Government, which aims at taking away thepofra)r’n chise of NEP-man (by means of taxation) to support industry, 1 would

he native in the Cape Prowi . ask whHether that will not o h . M [
m:;r:ce gl i mmm;l d‘;-he_t;l: qe?:cfgrenoe decided 10 in the profits of the NE%- r;isnlﬂta 1;3 ?lgcl{le.r prices, in an increase
00 il i g r lonary proposais, iy wages, and o Jead indirectly to an increase
and m g pposition to prevent them being put into o therefore - € previous situation,
raTt};OH.A iatic Bill o Lenin’s Answers to Ransome’s Questions:

g JAPANNES was reported upon by Com. De Norman In regard to your questions P
ho pointed out that it was aimed againsf the wealthy Indian £ T beli my replies are as follows:

in ; : . eve that the NEP- i

rs;hleal\;zg ﬂtls :sntg:l?shworkgs practically unaffected. He tative of commerce whi§h is lg)rglxz:'?r,lgtht?rgdzsr tt(l,lese‘){\l e gogresen.
BN atal with Y o to contact with the Indian workerS Policy”, would certainly like to become a litical IEconomxc
'r emands, chief. of ‘grhg;]msmg thém for the struggle for he does not show any signs of this wish Orpo llxca h orce, hat
- ra and & equal status wlith 't‘zer% increased wages, shorter in order to hide his real wishes. He has to endg:v{) N tt)ws el
ot of the Indian o e nu}'gpgalk fv:ﬁ:l;kev:';snlte wolr- his wishes, as otherwise he would run the danger of l;xcgu‘r:l?:rci?lagl
tressed, and th : tio o strongly  serious opposition, and often even hi

essed, and the Party decided to act‘accondingly. sition, i. e. direct hostility on fh:orr?::t 1r:)g' »gs:sestt;in lglfl?l?c
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i ition and 1530 (i. e. rather more than 9y
against the opposi T ool M il u,,)

:1‘ E ' iti 52 refrainin

i IN THE INTERNATIONAL | for ihe opposifion 2 Gl (e atencing the meiog
I8 » voted against the itin. To this must be added the resi
I i the Leningrad communists nging f
I‘:: The Results of the Report of the ?lie t.llllidn?:rg;‘g:ng nav;; the:':gare 11,356 of these Cm!\r%dq
|

i ' All -Union  Of these, 10,129 comrades (89%) took part in the meeti
el XIV' Party Congress of the held to réceive the report, of these 10,028, i. e. 99% voted ﬂg'
! Communist Party in Leningrad. the apposition. In actual figures, the opposition received 54 voteg
' 47 abstaining from voting.

By W. Molotov. - Thus, afiogether 12,067 comrades (i. e 85% of the whi
‘ Now that the meeting of the Party organisation of the ,f the members) took part in the meetings to  receiw
X Leningrad “Red Putilov Works” is over, the balance can be {he report in Leningrad. The proportion of votes was 70,3
B drawn of the whole course of the reporting campaign of the (96.3%))0a ainst the opposition; 2244 (3.2%) for the oppositioy
1 Party Congress in Leningrad. In the plans of the opposition, the 334 (05%) refraining from voting.

|1 factory “the Red Puulov Worker” represented the main The results of the reporting campaign in the proviuci
k stranghold upon which it relied dor support, Both the leaders  yitricts of the Leningrad gouvernement show that the opp
fi of the Leningrad district Moscow-Narva, and the party Of- jtion was decidedly condemned in all districts.

isation of the factory with their organiser at their heac, The majority of the urban district committee of the Wybo

’ an
| did everything in their power to ensure that one of the largest ., t "o Tsom the beginning, in favour of the upcondili One of the most itaportant items on the apenda P
) organisations of Leningrad, the organisation of the “Red recognition of the correctness of the C. C. majority and th h dealt vll:e(tih g:e Land & Peasant Questio%. A 1:;:; :1111‘;t ros;ec;;;)i:ve that th . )
fussion  revea e terrible conditions of the agricultural of production are i(s)mb?ne(:iveirx:“t‘}?:;m[l:;% dma;orily of the means

ar&{ )
Bu ilov. Worker” should firmly support the point of view of the istricts. the distrid
: 14th Party Congress. In_three other urban districts, the distrif
muég{tﬂ ﬂeli:g;}:ia?y n;fsgiz;tyomg rg?';anisation, which was committees have now, on their ow 0§mth|at1ve, d'.?ms‘“d d'
held on January 20th, its leaders had posted all*over thehfactogy ;t:ifrzte‘;hg ::3 :tl:f?md on the lines the opposition, and ap
! ' a special ap to all members of the organisation, in which the - . . ; ; i
orgﬁisation was called upon “to express its point of view in 0'} {?“ 21st,, ’:jh_e bu{eau }?f }t‘hethLel:;l%r:ge ?g";’?‘ttﬁ P:l’r
an organised form” with regard to the report of the representa- 3 resolution accorcing 1o whic ‘?U 5( Nl werE 08
tives of the C.C. The directors of the factory organisation, in dismtsb (M"t;mw'Nawadesa““i”ths:t;na' f)(l) ; tsheu‘ unconi;ieti ‘
common with a number of responsible functionaries of the Lenin- Placed Dby other comra of the Party-Congress. All the urbufilluly considered and much i ;
grad district committee, had previously worked indefatigably at ~aPproval of the resolutions of the Party Congress. e 4 e o ch more information secured before being  was originall 1
reparing this “organised reception” of the representafives of district organisers in Leningrad and the majority (4) of fiefglinitely published. This task was left to the new C. E. fo deal f rignaty a contemptuous description of the small trader
ﬁphepécg g P bureaus of the urban_district committees are now decided sup Tal:ld will probably be completed in three or four months, or Ooa t|‘3Nerson who in various ways abuses the freedom of trade

The overwhelming majority of the members of the Party porters of the policy of the whole Party. - : e revival of the Y. C. L., which had gone out of exist- New El::onird']y P“;psu!ered, what is most characteristic of the
in the Putilov works therefore emphatically repudiated the op- F‘t"a")'vtm]‘ é](fmn:naijszioﬁml}; nitw ﬂ]lfregginu‘rnnn a?li;j “r:zwgof . edmt“eo z‘x m:ctiﬁiggor:e_\z:;axgsoz},ed, and an organiser, ap- everyone wmh:)c ‘bg;gy;sc;h:;lltglsc:)ﬁe 0f1 N%]P-r?an,uras You say,
position at the meeting, withdrew full powers from the bureau of Nément contro ’ Pr 3 i+ coalissistance of the P nisation mmmediately with the The real . ey es to the forefront.

isati a fotrr : tariat of gouvernement control commission was qppmnted in cons 1 ; arty. The formation of the V. C. L. i © real economic activity of the actual majorit

ibon i el Sl S e R T L ikl W T ey B oion S D o el o
use of pressure from above on the Party and have largel . grad communists Ry L GEprovss, . T uccesst w's Section, » O poimt 1o the activity of the enormous masses
tribuledp to the disintegraetion in our yrinks.w‘ll:eol.]"(l):vgizé C?l]:e From the figures and facts quoted it is quite evident thily aTl‘}:rs t“' t‘m’r}'mﬂ' out of the Party’s policy depends (\:Iiortl?i(:] Pe;?:lhml’}’, who precisely af tmpresent moment are
example of many other factory organisations, the meeting de- ©Only an insignificant part of the Leningrad organisations st 'ﬁngy ngur)erea '-‘:rinf on the ability with which the task of sacrificég in brinefformtc})lug energy and WWth the greatest seli-
i : manded that a conference of the representatives of the districts maintains the point of view of the opposition. It should howevel ot T ord::” 181'8 for ﬂu‘; Party can be successfully car- restoring thei ging their fields under cultivation again and at

and counties should be convened with the object of electing b€ taken into consideration that, in a number of factory organ i iy X r ;) assist t}u? umportant work as much as fam-buﬁdin 1; mtean(s)of agricultural production, their dwellings,
the new district and county committee. By this resolution, the sations, a decided swing of the pendulum as regards (g e 3%“? ‘ﬁi the Party’s weekly organ has been re. are now wogk'ec' On the other hand the industrial workers
communists of the “Red Putilov Worker” confirmed the general ~question of the relation to the opposition, has only taken plagggge % o 250“' and the name changed from the “Infer- the means of py z'th.a" equally feverish energy in improving
result that can now be summarized. This general result is as quite recently, and that a large percentage of the 2244 comraddgg "~ s th African Worker” in order to emphasise  of ducti production, in replacing the worn out means
follows: who voted for the opposition consitzgsk o pax;]tCh'futx;lcﬁolnnr‘_ It ﬁ’;y (:Ozfecrl‘:soedgre:ic@r of the Party’s objective. dan[:;;ge(lilCtt)luoillldiwnlgt;l ertlcew' in re-building the destroyed, ruined or

- . . This circumstance emphasises the by whi e leadingiu. . sions are taken up in . te.

In all the factory orgnmsahons’ol the party in Lemngrad rty bodies of Leningrad are faced, the task of finaly ove 'vte b\{o:'lll(e Pa membership, resulting in a"pincrea::: oz;cgzg h'c-}l:h? “NEP-man” — if one wishes o make use of this term
which received a report on the 14 th Party Congress, resolutions the attitude of ition which exists in the organisatiogil » T. U. work, and increasi k witich 1s more suited to ironical newspaper la ’
were passed without exception, recognising the correctness of comlxg“ iﬁ:re:xsede paxii.’;po:lctivi must now be de‘gdoped : h?‘mfﬁrence will indeed mark a lggddnm;;hl&ﬁmdﬂ?e used as a serious expression of ml&t?gﬁumlnw*@n;& b;:
e res(;lut_tons (;' ttl:‘ o dMl the .Par:y ?‘?"g'feif agd c°"dem?"l‘f the i organisations so that the resolutions passed by all the facto story of the Party. ard o tfah]e' rgfr;merfj;a Hﬂprr‘e1 ssion than his eoonomic power justifies, I fear
| po"&' of view of the delegation to the Party Congress of Lemin- ;- oy pisations of Leningrad may be carried out and the Lenin re, anybody who applied in a simple form the thesis
! grac. . . . organisation may actually submit to the leadership of the who

The following are the most important data: Party on the basis of the resolutions of the XIV Party Congres

! In the six urban districts of Leningrad there are 717 factory
! orgamsations with 77,056 members and candidates. The re-

s of our State power,

orkers and poor peasant ‘ i i
poor peasants, and ‘the necessity for formulating a freedom of sale and purchase of articles of necessity con

prograliine in- i I .

capitae’hqb(’dst ey 1 &htciz:); . demaThe ngn;:r eﬁrge:j e(t:(i)d rally them  stitutes a real economic need of the petty Bo =

ence propagating the slogan of a Workers’ ndedpto com- . The word “NEP-Man” used by ygu lelz::]geotme' .

Dovernment, and to carry on serious communist aﬁ i easants misunderstanding. This word consists of ths obba certain

e country population. {t was felt that the -dmi:n:i vily among  “NEP”, which means “New Economic Policy” w?th 1h re(\j/lqu_on

pogramme for agricultural workers should first fr;;gl‘] up of a of the little word “man”, this means ther};k,)r e addition
q be care of the New Economic P olicy. In journalistic lane’uargeg rl(;lsi?t:g:;

, . : of historical materialism, acoording to which political
follo i Tt »
UNION_OF SOVIET REPUBLICS. ey gt o Sl 4 i 55 ke o

pnce . The real nature of the New Economi ; e
rning some Questions of the NEP. fact that, firstly, the proletariae;lv Stakha?lsllz::ﬁyfmbo;?rﬁs

porting campaign was carried on in 052 organisations which
include 73,268 communists. The meetings were attended by Fourth COﬂgreSS of the Communist Pa A Hitherto Unpublish . X to the small d :
63,093 comrades, i. e. 82% of the whole of the Leningrad of South Africa. I npublished Article by Comrade Lenin. has applied ap;gml;)c:rs'[and- secondly, that the proletarian State
membership. In five urban districts (the Moscow-Narva district B Shield aainesburg) "At:"’d“dory Remarks by the Moscow “Lenin Institute”. duction’ of big capitarl ow&n:uplea regarding the means. of pro-
being excepted) the reporting campaign may be regarded as y James ields (Johannesburg). h the end of October 1922 the correspodent of the “Man. “State Capitalism”, ch capitalist economists designate as
ended, as in these five urban districts there are only four factory On December 26th, 27th & 28th there was held in G \:' (?uardlap”, Arthur Ransome, submitted to Lemin a I beliebe that an NEP-man who drew :
organisations (with a total of 63 members) which have not Town the 4th Conference of the Communist Party of S. Alrid ‘Whirho questions regarding the New Economic Policy, and conclusion that it would be advaxga i h;om the foregoing the
The changing situation in the political field, the growth ch he asked him to reply. political force. would run the dalngg?u:mogr?l;m(:fo m ]
ing a

 The following draft of a reply b i i i
e y Lenin to Ransome was Mistake, but also of becoming t j isi j
l!!ISI\ vI:r :gethf?::o(fiat{ls of Novemb_er 1922 and only contains nalists on account of his vtﬁ:?eggggigaﬂlofemxx of Jout
[ These th he seven questions submitted by Ransome. 2 Your impression that sale and purchase are at present
_] ] vy .quest.lons are a8 follows: acquining big profits in Russia, whilst on the other hand produc-
o a"Sdees zlal_glgantlc economic revival, where everybody is t'l(?l?e li orm possgf; en(r; Sl egiethig S R T o pro,
i elling, and where, it appears, a new merchant class  the “NEPL o smile reganding the politica Sconoety of
fung to arise. I wish to ask: how does it come about that S
oo, an has not become a political force and is not

ion which has now thrown itself .

favouring o become a political force?

;nh.aveR the- i,{,pmssli):n o thee.s b s éxc}mnge ow mhnksmi;?rﬁ{?% energy info the work of production, and

Ctiontn wiltll?mf‘:: v‘1,5 :; pr:_sgnt yielding a great profit, whilst has aéhig;'ed yeﬁormofus an:iv'i:f.f;'?teq etc'd‘gwmed " tMpecsm"""te)

Binge are in the han(:lesP 3"?}’1 is NlEn;)posSx le.. Purchase and  when one takes into co;nsideration ﬁ;mﬁeﬁiﬁ? 1

is yielding a profit i ) limi -man. That production sed by the civil war, famine etc. The small peasants ha oc!]:imu-
) p 1s very limited and is in the hands such success fhat they have y‘i'ebdl’d'm fhge:a"es “’"““we a*"“zv‘:g

yet r]'eceiv»ed a report.
i n the urban district Moscow-Narva the reporting is not Trade Umionism among the natives, and the proposed regati
yet finished, 61 organisations with a fotal membership of policy of the Go;'/lernmgent were examined axﬁj reviewesg,g and (B
i 3725 having not yet held meetings to receive the report. lines of action of the Party for 1926 discussed and decide
The number of persons taking part in the meetings varies, upon. A big portion of the delegates’ time was occupied W/
reckoning by urban districts, between 72% (the central urban dealing with the Party organisation in order to secure the profs
district, where the attendance, it is true, has bzen calculated machinery for putting our policy into practice, and it ¥
somewhat inexactly and does not include those who took part decided that the system of area groups be adopted in Or%
in the preliminary meetings) and 98% (Vyborg urban district). to increase the recruviting work of the Party and effective
Unconditional approval of the resolutions was expressed by organise the sale of the ega.rty organ and litterature.
60,228 communists, i. e. 96% of all who attended the meetings. The Conference revealed the weakness of the Party's T
The votes in favour of the resolution of the opposition amounted Union connections and the need for definitely organising nuc
to 2100, i. e. 3.5%. 275 communists, i. e. 0.5% abstained from within the Trade unmions to advocate the unity of all sect®
voting. ‘ of 'workers, to counteract the strongly existing racial pr

The largest number of votes for the opposition was re- dice, and to bring the question of International Trade
gistered in the Moscow-Narva district, where 14870 voted Unity to the forefront.

If I am not mistaken, there is i . o
rity of the small peasant Papuia't'ls in Russia an enommous majo-
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hundreds of millions of puds of grain, with remarkable ease and
almost entirely without compulsion. o

The only production being carnied on by the State which is
not making a profit, is that which in the scientific terminology of
political ecostomy is described as production of the means of
production (ore, metal etc.) or production of basic capital. In
capitalist economy this kind of capital usually demands for ifs
re state credits amounting to extremely large sums
(hundreds of million of Roubles or even dollars) in order to be
able to reorganise a number of undertakings which will be ca-
pable of restoning the destroyed means of uction. _

With us the restoration of the destroyed means of production
is not likely to yiedd ws any profit for a very long time, or, as
you express it ,will not “pay”. In order to restore our basic capi-
tal we shall be compelled lor a fairly long time to rely on the
income from the concessions, or on state subsidies.

That is the actual position of our economy. As you see,
I view the matter from an essentially different standpoint than
you do. I am afraid that your opinion that there is taking place
with us ,an unceasing economic strengthening of the NEP-
people” and ,a continual economic weakening of the State*
would probably have provoked the scorn of Marx regarding
vulgar political economty. )

I am still of the opinion that since the time of Marx one can
only of another non-marxist political economy in order
to ude petty bourgeois, and even higly aqivilised“ petty

is.
o conclude my answer to the tion regarding ,political
force: The worloer’; andweﬂte peasar:gf they are the foundation
of the political force in Russia. In all capitalist countries the
peasants are plundered both by the andowners and by the
capitalists. The more conscious the peasants become, the better
they will understand this. For this reason the mass of the
population will not go with the ,buying and selling“ NEP-

peolple,

3. Will not the taxation of the NEP-people only result in
an increase in wages and prices, instead of yielding means for
production? )

No, as the the price of grain will determine all other
prices. A portion of the grain is collected in the hands of the
State in the form of taxes. The 'NEP-man will not be able to
exergise an ‘i influence on the determination of prices,
as he is not a producer. The foreign trade monopoly, by the
way, will help us to keep the NEP-man in our hamds, as

rices, without his influence, are determined by the price of
oreign products plus our state profit, which is used for the
promotion of p ion. £

1 am afraid that you often regard the increase of prices as
expressed in our paper money, due to the increasing emission
oiBgapermn%;aasan inarease of prices brought about by the
NEP-people. t woild be a mistake.)......

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES |

In a Blind Alley.

Concerning the Extnordinary Congress of the Socialist Party
France.

By A. Bernard (Paris).

The delegates to this “extraordinary Congress”, numbering
about three hundred, were crowded into too small a hall. Extra-
ordinary, because it is the sixth in eighteen months which is to
decide on the tacticts of the party; extraordinary, because the
further development of the Government crisis depends to a large
extent on its decisions.

From the wall, Lenin smiles down ironically on the as-
sembly; placards and banners call upon the delegates to join the
“Red "Aid”, to promote the wall newspapers, to fight against
Fascism. Over the heads of the delegates swings a lantern, the
glass of which is decorated with hammer and sickle. It is the
hall of a communist co-operative society in the largest working
class district of Paris.

A symbol?

Paul Faure thinks: “Yes.” “Let us beware of the adventure
of a coalition. Do not let us feed the illusions of the workers
and peasants. The hammer and sickle hover over our heads!”

At the Press table.

——

On my right, Zeretelli, the hero of the 3rd Duma, the
fieldmarshal of the Georgian adventure. His long nose hangy ;
down to his chest. He is meditative and .distraught. “Well, what
do -you think of our Congress?” asks Leon Blum. Zeretel
raises his head, makes a deprecating gesture with his hand arg |
says: “I stand above it all.” ) ‘

My left-hand neighbour is less apathetic. Suchomlin seems’
to have come from Praglgxe especially for this purpose. He
discusses, makes notes, negotiates about articles.

These “dear guests” have their own opinion about what
is happening. They do not come to the fore. The Congress i
left to itself. Toni Semder from Frankfort also prefers only

to take part unofficially in the debate. But they all undersfand §

the game. ,

%(/hen, on the last evening, I look for a Elace at the Press ]
table, I find an ipscription on the paper which covers the table
It is the place” where Zeretelli and Suchomlin sit. Im large
Russian letters (written as a person writes whose thoughts are |
elsewhere and who lets his hand do as it will) there is written:
“W tupikje” — “in a blind alley.” o

The old Menshevist fox has understood the situation. He
“stands above it all”.

They are in a blind alley. )

Whereas the general crisis of the regime has brought about
an evident strengthening and clarifying of the Communist Party, |
the Socialist partﬁe has entered on a critical period, the end’
of which cannot foreseen. The Congress, in any case, has
not affected the crisis but has only driven the party further
into the blind alley.

On one point, all the groups of the Congress were
unanimous: the eighteen months’ policy of the party within the
frame of the Left Bloc have benefitted it nothing; nothing but
a gevere crisis in the feeling of confidence between the members
and the leaders of the party. °

What is to be done in order to make good this negative
result? |

The great majority of the members, especially in the working
class districts, reply: amy kind of ition policy must be
abandoned even in the form of “supporting” a Left Bloc govern-’
ment without taking part in it.

The minority o% the members, especially the petty bourgeois
strata, who, with the Left Bloc policy, have joined the parly
during the last two years, demand$ a Right coalition policy
in the form of joining the Left Bloc Government.

The pressure of the majority, with radical tendencies is very
strong; so strong that not only have numerous sections of the
party in the provinces got into touch with the Communist Parfy
and declared themselves in favour of the united front, not only
are cases increasing of whole sections going over to the Com~
munist Party, but even the leaders of the “Left”, old paliticians §
like Compere-Moral and Paul Faure, have been compelled fo
recognise the united front and the journal of the Parisian op-
position majority has been compelled to recognise “the temporary
dictatorship of the class” after “the revolutionary seizure of
power”. ' .

This strength of the opposition majority among the members
must not deceive us as to the strong support which a conservative
pro-coalition policy finds in the whole structure of the parly.
Like all socialist parties, this party is, by its apparatus and its
leading upper stratum, so bound up with the bourgeoisie and ifs
apparatus of power, that the crisis conjured up by the politica
crisis in the country will, in all probability, end with a final
victory of the Right minority with some secessions at its bas,
and not in a splitting off of the extreme Right group, as many
Left leaders desire. .

One need only have seen this band of well-fed petty bour
geois, burgomasters, parliamentarians, merchants, State and,
municipal officials, party and trade union functionaries! One
need only have followed their “fight” at the Congress to under]
stand how it will end. A

The few workers among the delegates who came to us Cot:
munists during the infervals to explhin to us that they fe
they belong more to us than to Renaudel, that they are &
favour of the united front etc., are a misunderstanding in ths
party of the petty bourgeoisie. ]

The attitude of mind of the members who are clearly divided
into two groups, finds its expression in the existence of fhret
groups among the leaders.

In the first place there is the Right group. To it beloug
the majority of the parliamentary fraction (of which a speakef§
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g: “it spends most of its time debating how best to frustrate
resolutions  of .the, party Confress!”). Its leaders are
naudel, a man without consideration or scruples; one feels
t this is our enémy of to-morrow, that this man will be
ance’s Noske!); Vincent Auriol, a cunning profiteer; Paul
pcour (the man of the League of Nations, a real “orator”,
perfect actor. He seems to have drifted in here from the
dical party by mistake,)
Then there is the Cfnire. Its leaders, partly old Guesdists
as Compere-Morel "and Lebas, are still strongly enough
mected with the masses to react to the development of the
ial democratic workers towards the Left. But they are also
eady too closely linked up with the bourgeois apparatus of
er or of capitalist economics to be able really to go with
masses. Compére-Morel, director of the agricultural office
the Government during the war, wholesale dealer in motor-
ies and agrioultural machinery, owner of a house in Paris;
pas, burgomaster of Lille, the largest town of the industrial
rth; Leon Blum, millionaire and personal friend of the great
nker Finaly (director of the “Banque de Paris”, which caused
Morocco war.)
Finally the Left roup, which is particularly strong in Paris.
its head, Zyromeki and Maurin, typical ‘Left socialist” op-
nist politicians who, if it came to extremes, would them-
es, with a portion of the Left workers, come over to us.
The debate is' a lively one; the Right has a strong position.
“The policy of support has borne no fruit. We have not
been able to exercisé an actual influence on the Government.
We must take our share in the responsibility; then we shall
succeed in carfying through a policy of democratic reforms
in a government of coalition with the Radicals. If we fail
to do this, we shall be overtaken by reaction; we shall then
be responsible if Fascism suoceeds.”

This point of view has the advantage of being clear. In the
t few months it has gained much ground; it is backed by the
ge group of the petty bourgeois which, under the regime
the Left Bloc, has gone over from radicalism to the S, P.
ere- is however quite a number of workers who, like the
pers of Carillaux, are trained in Jaurds’ spirit.

The line of ar%_u.mqm of the Left is weak. They cannot speak

whole truth. They are opposed to the coalition policy in
ds, they must be if they do not wish to lose those electors
oug the workers who have a bias to the Left. And if one of

Left leaders dares to express rather more plainly what the
luhor.a;y workers want, active work towards a united front
the basis of class, he is met by a howl from the Right pack:
0 to the communists!” This happened even to the worthy
pére-Morel himself who dared to state: “Our chief task
!_o"prepare for unity amaoung the workers on a trade union
5" Such things can be said to the’ workers, but, at a Con-
s, which is to determine the tactics of the party?

The whole line of policy of the Left — for the Centre and
Left had united for common action — was thus a negative

1o coalition Ppolicy in the form of joining a radical govern-

. The only positive thesis which the Left represented in the
piral Commnt}ee, was the formation of a purely socialist go-

ment, possibly with a few “experts”. Everyome knew
ever that this was a platonic statement, for no one will offer
socialists the sole power.

At bottom it was a struggle between two groups of leaders
t‘he party apparatus. The socialist party which, after the
Ifet Tours, had been a sad ruin, made great progress under

blt Bloc. The election alliance and the policy of support
t hrought a large number of liberal petty bourgeois elements

tte party, the membership of which has increased to 100,000.

ransformation in the composition of the party at its base
mused the hope in the circles of old and new opportunists
; g' the lea‘(‘jers that they could use this opportunity to push
lvee;“ld Marxist” clique of leaders and to seize the helm

From Congress to Con, i i

! gress, the Right have gained ground.

s Oﬁmil time, the Left, under pressure from th% masseg;, have
hie P;l-‘a :df'fo Ltl.alke a still more left direction,

Anow o g’*hng y led the -party'mto the blind glley in which

I:f(ti after all, the Congress was much ado about nothing;
s A c;me out victorious with. a majority of ‘1765 to 1331

yrrhan victory! And even this, in order not to lose

~

Blum and his friends, was bought at the price of taki

the first and only positive point, the continuation of 3% ;)lgli:;
of support! Nothing could characterise better the hopelessness
of the situation of the party than this majority resolution to
continue the policy with regard to which the experience of
?x‘-igx?tt!grsl months has led to the unanimous conviction that it is

In a blind alley! The old fox Zeretelli knew what he was

sayir{%!
as the reason why he was so meditative and distraught at

gllﬁ,dcf)ﬁlg;gss, that he knew what is the only way out from this

IN THE R. L. L. U.

Convening of the Plenum of the Executive
Bureau of the R. 1. L. U.

'Moscow, 2nd February 1926.
(Telegraphic Report to the “Inprecorr.”)

The Plenum of the Executive Bureau of the Red International
of Labour Unions has been convened for the 25th February with
the following agenda:

1. Business Report of the Executive Bureau,

2. The Next Tasks of the Trade Union M :
ade Tozonsky) mon Movement (Reporter
3. Amnglo-Russian
Tomsky). .
4. The Trade Union Movement in Clina (Reporter: A re-
presentative of the All-Chinese Trade Union F(ed?::tion). '
5. Trade Umion Conference of the coumtries of the Pacific
(Reporter: Comrade Heller),
6. Trade Union Work in the United States of America (Re-
porter: Comrade Foster). SIS
7. Trade Union work
Heckert).

. 8. Trade Union Movement in Japan (Reporter: A represen-
tative of the revolutionary Trade Union Federation of Japan).
9. Organisatory Construction (Reporter: Comrade Lyss).”
10. The fight for the Eight Hotir Day and social legislation
(Reporter: Comrade Schumann).
11. Miscelaneous.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

The VII. National Conference of the
Communist Youth of Austria.

By F. F. (Vienna).

The 7th National Conference of the Communist Youth of
Austria which took place a few days ago was in many respects
of ‘interest and importance for the whole Youth International.

Many evenis of importance for Austrian Working Youth
preceded the Congress: the catastrophic collapse of the socialistic
Working Youth of Austria, due to the ocomplete victory of the
line of the Hamburg Congress in the Austrian Union; the split
of the Socialist Labour Youth of Austria (SAJO) (caused by
exclusions) and the founding of the United Socialist Labour
Youth of Austria (U.S. A.J.0.); the beginning of the united
fight of the Austrian Working Youth (Russian delegation and
first National Congress of the Working Youth) against the will
of the social democratic leaders and their attempted sabolage;
finally the VII. annual conference of the S. A, J‘([)’.t

The collapse of the S, A. J. O., its splitting up, the founding
of the U.S. A J. O, the wmited fight expressed thro the
Russian delegation and the first National Congress of orking
Youth and the resulting union of the U.S.A.). . with the
Young Communists all this its cause in the ever increasing
poverty of the Austrian warking youth and in the fact that the
S.A.J.O. not only does not fight against this poverty, but

Unity Comumittee (Reponter: Comrade

in  Germany (Reporter: Comrade
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also , while the Communist Youth has proved in whom came from Vienna. (At all the former congresse; : y
Ppractice 1o the leader of the Working Youth. more than 35 — 40 delegates took- part). ‘

This is why the 7th National Conference of the Communist
Youth of Amstria found an entirely changed situation. While
formerly the relation of the two organisations of proletarian
youth was such, that the S. A. ]. O. numbered about 38,000
members while the Communist, Youth comprised hardly a
thousand, the S.A.J.O. has mow, according to the highest
estimates, not more than 15,000 members (some say there are
only 9,000 —10,000) and the Communist Youth, to
what it was, has increased its influence considerably. (An
exact estimate of its growth in numbers is not yet possible.)

At the same time as the 7th National Conference accepted
the report of the Central Committee (which thoroughly analysed
and recorded the expeniences of the work of 'the last two years)
the General Meeting of the U. S. A. J. O. tock place. The only
real question to be decided at this conference was the question
for wor against' the Young Communist International. After

r disoussion the conference unanimously agreed to
acknowledge the pro of the Y.C.l. and the 21 con-
ditions of the Commintern and the entry into the Y.C.I. In
the acoepted resolution the following portion deserves special

attention.

“Our entry in the Young Communist International is
nothing but the fulfilment of our duty towards the revolu-
tionary working youth and has nothing whatsoever (o do
with the office hunting which is practised in the social-
democratic party of Austria and in the Union of the socia-
listic working youth and which we were acoused of by the
Central Committee of the Socialist Labour Youth. On
the ocontrary, we rznrd the work among the masses as
.our duty, and therefore, as a t o proof that the
statements of the Central Comumittee of the Socialist Labour
Youth are nothing but libels, we determine not to accept
any offices.at the Unity Congress. We call upon the whole
Workin* Youth to follow our example, to strengthen the
ranks of the revolutionary fighting proletarian youth, and
to join the Young Communist International and the Com-
munist Youth of Austria.”

This resolution of the former members of the S. A. ], proved
conclusively that they joined the Y.C.I. from inner oconviction
and that they are homestly desirous of fighting in its ranks.

On the following day the resolution was unanimously passed
to admit the U.S. A. ]J. members, and their representatives were
admitted to the Congress, with the right to vote.

Speeches of welcome were delivered by the representatives
of the German, French, and Russian Youth Leagues and the
Executive of the Y.C.1.

The reports of the Comunittee who examined the credentials
of the delegates showed that 117 delegates were present at the
Congress; among them being 90 with full voting powers, 67 of

After hearing the political reports the Congress turne
the principal & viz. the discussion of their future tasks

On the basis of the experiences duning the last two yey
especially during the last few months — the time of the Rug;
dei:‘a'tion and first National Congress of the working yo
— the Congress in the resolution on the next tasks of
League submitted to the Organisation, the following main tagg

1. Continuation and intensification of the fight to estay;
a revolutionary united front for the following aims:

Against the slave treaty of Geneva! For the fight
Programmie of the Working Youth of Austria! Against react
and danger of war! For Soviet Russia! For International T
Union Unity!

2. Intensifying the work among the masses of the yo
workers.

3. Making propaganda, especially in miost important la
industrial concerns, to gain new members; re-organisation ¢
the basis of factory nudlei. ,

The resolution was uuanimously adopted.

The new Central Conunittee which was unanimiously elec
ition ’the enl

fugen Varga: World Economics at the End of 1925,
' Unpublished :Manmcrims - Please reprint |
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comprises 16 members. As to its social compos:
Committee consists of 13 workers, 1 employee and 2 intelleq

Thus the 7th Congress of the Commmunist Youth of Aust
may be considered as a complete success. It has provided

Bditorial Offices ‘and Central Despatchi ] ! : P
to which all remittances nhould'-%g’se:? bl;gregl:&u’m;tb Berggasse ‘31, Vienna IX. — ‘Posta] Address,
. Telegraphic Address: Inprekorr, Vienna.

ostamt 66, Schiessfach 213, Vienna IX.

excellent basis for the futur work of the League, for real
work, and it ic to be expected that the Austrian Section of
Young Commumist International, further developing on the bas
of its recent suoccesses, will embrace ever larger masses of f
young workers. !
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An Estimate of the Latest Events in China.

. ‘ By Karl Radek.

- Th: conflict of the Soviet Union with Chang-Tso-Lin over

e Eastern Chinese railway is one of the results of th
ot ] resu e acute
1;’011 of Chjna at home and abroad, a situation which has
- mr;)llllﬁght about by the first wave of the Chinese revolution
- Iu‘ls.enced with the events of Shanghai on the 30th of

The events of Shanghai, which have set i i illi

i = i . : in motion millions
! Ct}i?e”(i-‘t \Allprkers and petty bourgeois, have aroused the desire
be 1 l.n_g ish bourgeoisic who suffered most as a result of
b ‘p.ri:.ut_lonar}_' wave, to find counter-revolutionary forces at
o ¢ in China, ‘to make unneoessar* an open intervention
s 1«4’m]eten the mass of the people. The English diplomacy
iy ook for coming to terms with, Chang-Tso-Lin, the
ol “:ot\:.ernor' of N'lanch'ura.a, in spite of the fact that he,
o !s'fr.len:dshep.wnh Japan, is' a representative of
Yy interests in China. Chang-Tso-Lin decided to profit
Pines, _..syltuapon, in fact to prove his ability to crush the
e < Y‘L\Olll't‘lon; whereby he hoped that he would succeed in
el [0 remove the distrust which the American. boungeoisi2

against him because he was so much bound up with

Proprietor, Publisher and responsible Editor: Dr. Johannes Wertheim, Vienna, VIIL, Albertgasse’ 26.
Printers: “Elbemuhl”, Vienna, IX., Berggase 31. ’

‘NHES«- imperjalism, .

ang-Tso<Lin directed his + rai i iod

im, 2, ] roops against Shanghai,

esregi ‘31”\ the ‘destruction of w;'giters’ organtfisaﬁo:%cug:g
emonstrators - to be shot _in Tientsin. By this means

he offered the military governors of Central China who,

by -General Wu Pei Fu, had been beaten by him in the Au'tu}:ﬂ
1924 the ' possibility of striking his army on the flank. The
troops of Chang-TsmLm. finding themselves a long way from
their bpse of Manch‘una: had to retreat and suffered considerable
losses ‘on the way. This undermined the authority of Chang-
Tso-Lin in the eyes of his own generals and led to the rising
of Gepgral Kuo-Sung-L_m., the former Chief of Stafi of Chang-
Tso-Lin's troops. The rising of Kuo-Sung-Lin was not so much
a proof of the influence of the national movement on the Man-
churian troops as a result of the fact that part of the generals -
of Chang-Tso-Lin had become convinced that the means which
the base in Manchuru_a offered, were not sufficient for a military
clique, with its base in Manchuria, to play a réle in the whole
of China. Chang-Tso-Lin was: beaten by the troops oi Kuo-Sung-'
Lin -and compelled to fly from Mukden; but this called forth
the intervention of Japanese imperialism.
' Before the Japanese impenialists the question arose of their
future anﬂuence.Am South Manchuria which was completely in
the hands of a financial clique which was in connection with the

.~

" South Manchurian railway. The Japanese knew very -well, that

Kuo Sung-Lin was no revolutionary, but they held the view that
the Manchirian generals, after having* weakened their forces in
- fighting "each other would be compelled- after the overthrow of

\

'




	v06n11-p0149
	v06n11-p0150
	v06n11-p0150-b
	v06n11-p0152
	v06n11-p0154
	v06n11-p0156
	v06n11-p0158
	v06n11-p0160
	v06n11-p0162
	v06n11-p0164

