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and from the social democratic party, and the social fascists

made use of every opportunity in order to denounce him to

the police. The result of this systematic campaign was his

arrest, by which the authorities seek to silence the writer

of the proletariat and at the same time to annihilate the

cultural organisations of the young workers which he has

founded.

The fascist Horthy-Bethlen dictatorship and the social

fascist, bureaucrats are afraid of the growing influence of

"Hundred per cent". The fascist and social fascist press

are expressing their satisfaction at Tamás' arrest. The

"Nepszava" writes :

"We have long expelled him and his followers from

the organisations of our party on account of their peace-

disturbing attitude."

Simultaneously with Tamás more than 50 workers were

arrested for making preparations for 1st of August.

The international working class and all Left inclined

intellectuals must raise the sharpest protest against this new

campaign of terror on the part of the Hungarian government.

BEFORE THE V. CONGRESS OF THE R.I.L.U.

The Red Trade Unions in Czechoslovakia

Before the V. Congress of the R. I. L. U.

By Jan Sverma (Prague).

The tasks which confront the red trade unions in the

new period of the class struggle, as well as the decisions of the

IV. Congress of the R.I.L.U., encountered the greatest resi-

stance particularly in Czechoslovakia.

The red trade unions were headed by the opportunist

Hais group, which consisted of old trade union functionaries

of the reformist school, who by their whole life and practice

were closely connected with the methods of the reformist trade

union work. This leading group based itself upon a functio-

nary-apparatus consisting for the greater part of higly skilled

workers, who in the factories stood much nearer to the refor-

mist functionaries than to the bread masses of the working

class. The members of the red trade unions remained passive

and continually fluctuated.

This composition was quite in keeping with the policy of

the red trade unions, the policy of "pressure upon the refor-

mist leaders", the policy of the united front from above, which

led the red trade unions sometimes even to the policy of class

peace.

The radicalisation of the working masses, which in Czecho-

slovakia found expression, even before the IV. Congress of the

R. I. L. U., in stormy demonstrations against the worsening of

social insurance and in the metal workers ' movement, took

place outside of the red trade unions. The opportunist policy

of the red trade unions deepened from day to day the chasm

between the revolutionary energy of the working masses and

the revolutionary trade unions.

The North Bohemian textile workers strike, which broke

out in January 1929, showed the whole depth of this crisis.

This strike was the first attempt to apply the new strike stra-

tegy in practice; it was the first great struggle against the

social fascists and the terror of the State apparatus ; it was

the first attempt of the red trade unions to conduct the strike

independently.

But the strike of the North Bohemian textile workers was

also the signal for the open putch of the liquidatory elements.

It was the immediate reason for the split of the red trade unions,

whereby the Hais group, supported by the bourgeois State

apparatus, appropriated the whole property of the red trade

unions.

This putch has also numerically weakened the red trade

unions. Out of the 100 000 members, 70000 went over to the

red industrial unions , 12 000 went into the Hais trade unions, the
rest remained unorganised or went over to the reformist unions.

In spite of these temporary losses, the struggle with the

liquidators meant a great stride forward for the red trade

unions. The most important decisions of the IV. Congress ,

of the R. I. L. U. were popularised in the course of this struggle ,

and the basis created for the red trade unions to fulfil those

tasks which confront them in the present period. Immediately

after the split, the red trade unions had to show how far they

are capable of fulfilling these tasks. Throughout the year 1929

there was a number of partial strikes, which were exclusively

conducted by the red trade unions against the social fascists

and the fierce terror of the State apparatus, which is coming

forward more brutally against the workers in every strike

struggle.

But also in this period the growth of the red trade unions

lagged far behind the development of the situation. The red

trade unions are often taken by surprise by the spontaneous

strikes which break out.

The resolution of the VI. Plenum of the R. I. L. U. on the

Czechoslovakian question precisely points out these weak-

nesses and sets a number of new tasks: to convert the red

trade unions into factory organisations, to reorganise the func-

tionary cadres, to recruit new members.

Immediately after the Plenum of the R. I. L. U. the red

trade unions were confronted by new tasks as a result of the

profound changes in the situation. Already at the beginning of

1930 the economic crisis seized one branch of production after

another ; unemployment is becoming a scourge of the Czecho-

slovakian proletariat.

The red trade unions suddenly were faced with new con-

ditions. The economic crisis created very favourable objective

conditions for a rapid growth of the red trade unions, but the

latter had not yet developed to such an extent as to be able

to cope with the new tasks arising out of the economic crisis.

The first attacks of the employer's offensive ended with

a success for the capitalists, who succeeded in Unter-Reichenau,

Bleistadt and Römerstadt in isolating the striking workers and

throttling their resistance by means of gendarmerie bayonets.

The social fascists have had better success in their attempts to

isolate these strikes than the red trade unions in their efforts

to extend the struggle.

The red trade unions committed serious mistakes on the

occasion of mass dismissals of the workers. In a number of

localities they remained passive; in other localities the

functionaries of the red trade unions started negotiations with

the employers on the question who shall be dismissed, which

shifts shall be dropped etc.

The Ghent system naturally also rendered the situation

of the red trade unions very difficult. The red trade unions.

deprived of all funds as a result of the split, and the only class

trade unions, which therefore have to bear the whole burden

of financing the economic struggles, were unable to pay out

the unemployment benefit according to the Ghent system.

There was only one way oper to the red trade unions: to

organise a mass struggle of the working class against the Ghent

system and for full State benefit. The 6th of March, the

fighting day against unemployment, was a serious attempt to

pursue this path. The red trade unions, together with the

C. P. Cz., had organised mass demonstrations and led tens of

thousands of workers into the streets in spite of all the terror

exercised by the State power. But after the 6th of March, the

activity of the red trade union ebbed somewhat. The inner

difficulties are growing. And we are in fact unable to initiate

a mass struggle of the working class against the Ghent system.

The red trade unions are taking up an opportunist attitude to

this question: they declare a boycott of the Ghent system and

adopt the standpoint that they, as revolutionary organs of the

class struggle, cannot on principle pay out any benefit.

This attitude, which with Left phrases only served to cloak

the weaknesses of the Red trade unions in the struggle against

unemployment and for complete. State, benefit, increased the

inner difficulties. The social fascists are conducting a stubbor

struggle against the red trade unions by making use of the

question of benefits. The tasks laid down by the VI. Ple

of the R. I. L. U. remain on paper. The recruiting campaigя

yielded very small results, whilst on the other hand the red

trade unions are losing a portion of their members .

It is only recently that a change has come about in this

situation. The attack of the employers on the revolutionary

stronghold in the Ostrau district, on Karlshütte, ended with

complete failure on the part of the employers. Under the leader-

ship of the red trade unions the workers are going on strike:

powerful demonstrations are being organised. The capitalists

are compelled to drop their demands.

This success not only strengthens the position of the red

trade unions in Karlshütte, where the workers unanimously
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decided at a factory meeting to join the red trade unions collec-

tively, but it is stirring the whole of the working class.

The workers in the textile factories in Friedek are replying

to the employers' demand for a reduction of wages by a deter-

mined strike. Under the leadership of the red trade unions

over 6000 textile workers went on strike, and after a few

stormy days won the victory and forced the textile barons

to retreat. Under the leadership of the red trade unions the

workers of the Heinik firm in Prerau entered on a strike

against wage cuts ; several weeks later the glass workers of

Josefodol go on strike and partial strikes of the building wor-

kers break out at the same time.

The red trade unions are now beginning to understand

their tasks in this period: they are beginning to fulfil their

tasks, even if with great shortcomings and mistakes.

The rapidly progressing disintegration of the liquidatory

Hais group constitutes a great political strengthening of the

red trade unions. The economic crisis accelerated the final and

open going over of the liquidators to the social fascists. The

Executive committee of the Hais trade unions decided at a

stormy meeting to unite with the social fascist trade unions.

This decision encountered great resistance on the part of the

rank and file members of these trade unions. A number of

groups collectively joined the red trade unions; thousands of

members are leaving the Hais unions and remaining unorgani-

sed or individually joining the red trade unions. The liquida-

tory Haias unions are disappearing from the scene of the class

struggle, while they are able to bring over into the refor-

mist trade unions only an insignificant number of members and

the apparatus of secretaries.

The work in the social-fascist trade unions, where a great

amount of discontent has been observable of late, is practically

virgin soil for our revolutionary trade union work. Also in

the Czechish-nationalist trade unions this discontent finds ex-

pression in the decline of the trade union groups.

The preparation for the V. Congress of the R. 1. L. U. was

carried out in the sign of self-criticism, of exposure of our

shortcomings . It was opened by a discussion on the vital

questions of the red trade unions and of the Czechoslovakian

proletariat. The recent events in the Ostrau district, in the

Brüx district and in other places demonstrate that these dis-

cussions are closely bound up with actual practice, with the

struggles which are rapidly developing under the leadership of

the red trade unions.

The growing strength of the labour movement as well as

the growing confidence of the workers in the red trade unions,

which is shown by the results of the last factory council elec-

tions, are the basis upon which the red trade unions will acce-

lerate their development and consistently fulfil not only those

tasks laid down by the IV. R. L. L. U.- Congress, but also the

new tasks which the V. Congreß of the the R. I. L. U. and the

approaching great class battles in Czechoslovakia will set them.

THE NEGRO MOVEMENT

British Imperialism in Nigeria.

By G. Padmore.

The bloody policy of British imperialism increases in

proportion as the British bourgeoisie find themselves enmeshed

in the crisis of world capitalism. Faced with the rapid dis-

integration of the Empire, the imperialists are turning their

attention more and more to the colonial and semi-colonial

countries in order to unload the full burden of the crisis on

the backs of millions of dark skin slaves. The crisis has

affected with particular force the millions of super-exploited

Indians and Negroes who live under the iron heel of British

imperialism. It has aggravated unemployment. Wage cuts

and speed up are being inflicted upon these colonial workers

in the most merciless way. The situation is even more

accentuated among the peasantry. In Africa and India, millions

of peasants are being expropriated from their lands, while

entire villages are faced not only with economic ruination

but rapid depopulation.

However, these colonial workers, goaded to desperation,

are answering the offensive of their imperialist slave drivers

by ever increasing mass struggles.

Of particular significance was the mass revolt which spread

over the South-eastern province of Nigeria. That this revolt

took place in the next largest British possession after India is

of tremendous significance, for it shows that the struggle of

the oppressed black slaves against their imperialist overlords

is no isolated phenomenon, but part and parcel of the world

wide struggle of the toiling masses for liberation. British

finance capital, desirous of procuring a broad economic base

in West Africa, is attempting to develop large scale plantations.

To faciliate this prospect, the Government, in collusion with

the dominant agricultural and trading interests, introduced a law

to the effect that all peasant women must pay a head tax. The

purpose of which is to force these women to leave their

holdings and seek employment from the imperialists in lieu

of which their land holdings will be confiscated by the Govern-

ment and turned over to British corporations.

The United Africa Company Ltd., composed of a merger

of all the big West Africa Trading Companies, has recently

been organised with a capital of millions of Pounds Sterling

for the purpose of exploiting the agricultural resources of the

country. This policy of land robbery of British imperialists

was the cause of the revolt which broke out on December 11th,

1929. The peasant women refused to pay the tax and organi-

sed a protest demonstration in which it is estimated that over

30,000 participated. The Government determined to carry out

its high handed policy, ordered troops to the scene, and

without any notice being given to the demonstrators opened

machine-gun fire, resulting in the death of over 80, many ofwhom

were pregnant and carrying children on their backs at the time .

In some places, especially in Aba districts, where the uprising

assumed tremendous proportions, the soldies bayonetted

a number of women and children and drowned them in the

river. For days dead bodies lay about in the villages. According

to the evidence of Dr. A. W. Howells, Bishop of the Niger,

before the Commission of Inquiry, the massacre was carried

out in the most ruthless manner. People were not only shot

down, but a number of homes were also set on fire by the

soldiers in order to force the people into submission. This

barbarous act has had a tremendous effect in intensifying the

bitterness of the masses against the British, as a result of

which the sections where the revolt occurred have been

converted into armed military camps for fear of renewed

uprising.

In order to add insult to injury, and to justify the atrocious

outrage perpetrated against black toilers, Dr. Drummond

Shields. Labour Under-Secretary of State for Colonies. has

instructed the Governor of Nigeria to impose a fine of £ 850

upon the natives of Aba in order to provide funds to com-

pensate the British erchants for whatever losses they

sustained during the prising .

In consequence of this, mass meetings have been held and

telegrams despatched to the Central Government in Lagos,

protesting against this fine. The native peasants who are al-

ready over burdened with taxation have refused to pay and

will resist any attempts of the Government to distrain upon)

their crops. It is interesting to know that all European resi-

dents at Aba are exempted from the tax which applies only

to natives of all classes. Even the "Nigerian Daily Times" -

the semi-official organ of the Government in its issue of

June 9th states editorially :

"The punishment of the Government on the people of

Aba will undoubtedly open sores which were on the way

of being healed. "

This action of the MacDonald Labour Government as

well as its prohibiting the holding of the First International

Negro Trade Union Conference in London, is sufficient to

convince the most backward Negro colonial workers that they

cannot expect anything from the Social Imperialists but cold

steel and machine-gunfire. Negro workers in the colonies must

carry on a more and more intensive campaign to organise

their own ranks and to draw the peasant masses into the

struggle against the imperialist oppressors as well as their

own capitalist and reformist exploiters. It is also the task of

the workers in the imperialist countries, especially the British

workers, to rally to the aid of these colonial masses by doing

everything in their power to expose to role of MacDonald

and other agents of British Imperialism.
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