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against an insurgent people numbering 350 million. But the

fights in Calcutta, Peshawar and Bombay had revolutionising

effects far beyond the borders of India.

The language of the Egyptian newspapers, which formerly

had nothing but words of praise for the Pact proposed by

Henderson, and only spoke of certain necessary minor altera-

tions, also became obviously sharper in tone. In the Wafd

meetings, where not only the official leaders but also rank

and file members expressed their opinion, the agreement was

fiercely attacked. The growing sentiment against the treache-

rous Pact was to be observed in the whole country; anonym-

ous leaflets, fiercely attacking the draft agreement, circulated

nthe country; in Mansura, a provincial town in Egypt which

has always been one of the centres of the revolutionary move-

ment, a Wafd deputy was met by a hostile demonstration

which raised cries of „Down with the traitors who have sold

themselves to England!" The threatening economic crisis

by which the toiling population of Egypt has been seriously

affected during the last few months, also caused the Wafd to

proceed with the greatest caution.

By accepting the Pact the Wafd ran the danger of losing

not only its popularity among the working masses, but also

the support of certain sections of the bourgeoisie, which regard

the abandonment of the Sudan as directly injurious to their

interests. There was the danger of a split in the Wafd.

This situation compelled Nahas Pasha at the eleventh hour

to raise the price which he had demanded for the treachery

of the Wafd in regard to certain demands in the Sudan question,

which however Henderson, who in the Egyptian question is

completely dependent on the Liberals and Conservatives, could

not accept. The result was the breaking off of negotiations -

a breaking off which in no way alters the treacherous character

of the Wafd, which had accepted nine-tenths of the agreement.

The tremendous alterations in the world-situation which have

occurred in the few weeks during which the negotiations were

proceeding compelled Nahas Pasha to make this manoeuvre.

The bloc between British imperialism and the Egyptian bour-

geoisie is postponed, but by no means abandoned. In practical

politics, however, the fact that Henderson has not succeeded

at present in finally concluding the Egyptian Agreement means

an aggravation of the crisis of British imperialism. India in

revolt, bloody fights in South Africa, the Arab countries in a

revolutionary ferment, unrest in nearly all British colonies

An Africa, Soviets in South China, and now failure in the one

point where the Labour Government believed that it had al-

ready reached a "satisfactory settlement", breaking off of the

Anglo-Egyptian negotiations-a pretty gloomy picture after a

year of the Labour Government.
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Cruelties of the Imperialists in the

Belgian Congo.

By E. G. (Brüssels) .

After the bourgeois papers had attempted for a long

time to maintain a conspiracy of silence regarding the revela-

tions of the chairman of the Red Cross in the Belgian Congo,

Pierre Orts, a clever agent of imperialism, the majority of

themhave now proceeded to deprecate the "excesses" which

have occurred in the Belgian Congo. The object of this

campaign is to throw the blame onto the lower officials and

towhitewash to Belgian government, which has openly vio-

lated the colonial charter and the agreement signed by it at

Geneva in the year 1926 "abolishing" forced labour.

These newspapers are thereby revealing the most horrible

acts of cruelty after having for years maintened silence regard-

ing them.As in the time ofLeopold II., when the Negroes were

forced to collect rubber under the blows of the whip and the

accompaniment of rifle shots, floggings and even more horrible

means are now being employed to compel the Negroes to

pluck cotton. Forced labour on public works and for the capi-

talist companies has to be performed equally by the physically

capable and physically incapable Negroes as well as by women

and children. Every means is made use of in order to get

The Negroes from their villages. A special method used is to

call up the Negroes for seven years military service.
Whilst the official commission fixes the maximum of

labour power to be recruited at 25 per cent, in the majority
of cases over 40 per cent and in some important districts even

80 per cent of all males between the age of 15 and 35 are

carried off. In general, only the most physically unfit and old

men are left behind in the village. The mortality among the

workers is incomparably greater than in the villages. When

the recruiting agents approach, the Negroes flee into the bush,

from where they frequently never return. In the year 1928

thousands of natives, fleeing from the wholesale recruitments,

crossed the frontier between Kivu and Lake Albert into British

territory, where after being caught they are frequently im-

prisoned as suspicious characters. As a result of the "volun-

tary" and "democratic" character of recruitment, the popula-

tion is being rapidly exterminated.

There is also the notorious hypocrisy of the "economic

zones" , in which recruitment is limited. At the first glance

one might think that the obiect of this limitation was to

protect the population. In reality, however, the "economic

zones" correspond to the exploitation zones of the big com-

panies and secure them the monopoly of labour power under

the very worse conditions. These companies compel the native

peasants to supply the big factories and works and take their

crops at arbitrarily fixed prices.

The Negro must, on an average, plant 40 ares with cotton

which yields him about 150 kg. raw cotton, for which the

exploiter pays 1,20 Francs per kilogramme. If the Negro plants

no or too litle cotton he is punished by flogging.

The official agents seek to justify their cruel deeds by

declaring that they are necessary in order to get in the

prescribed amount of cotton, failing which they themselves

would be subject to disciplinary punishment. Although this

plea does not excuse the subordinate officials, it nevertheless

inculpates the higher authorities and the government.

What means are now proposed by those, including the

social democrats, who are raising such an outcry? A Com-

mission of investigation, which "will make an impression upon

the public" and favourably influence public opinion abroad.

At the same time reference is made to the "Communist

pest ", especially in Elisabethville and Coquilhatville. This

means that more or less considerable unrest prevails among

the natives in the already industrialised districts. The revo-

lutionary movement, under the leadership of the Communist

Party, and the revolutionary collaboration of the native masses

with the proletariat in the capitalist countries alone offer the

Negroes the way of escape from their present slave conditions.

THE NEGRO MOVEMENT

The International Trade Union Conference

of Negro Workers.

By James W. Ford (New York) .

A great International Trade Union Conference of Negro

Workers, will take place on July 1st.. 1930 at London, England.

The 4th Congreß of the R. I. L. U. really gave this coming

Conference its mighty background and its historical

significance Sharp attention was drawn to the significance

of the Negro industrial proletariat in the U.S. A. and its

possibilities in the leadership of the liberation movement of

the Negro peoples: and also considerable attention was given

to the movement of the native toilers of South Africa. An

International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers was

set up to stimulate the class initiative of the Negro workers

and to awaken the international proletariat to the importance

of this powerful class ally.

The rapidly growing economic crisis of world capitalism,

expressed sharply in the recent Wall Street stock market

crash in the U. S. A., has intensified the imperialist exploitation

and oppression of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples,

especially the black toiling masses. Faced with mass unem-

ployment of millions of workers and the shortage of markets,

the bourgeoisie is turning more and more to colonial sectors

in order to cast the burden of the crisis on to the backs of

colonial toilers .

But the continuous speeding-up of the workers and the

constant rationalisation of industry produces more and more

mass unemployment in the capitalist countries and even

extends into colonial spheres like South Africa; at the same

time the Negro toilers are rising in revolt throughout the
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world, in conjunction with the upward development of the

revolutionary proletarian movement in all capitalist countries

and in the general decline of world capitalism.

The first great battle that gave tremendous significance

to the rising tide of revolt an the "Dark" continent was the

great revolt in Equatorial Africa in 1928. It was the first of

the numerous insurrections that have occurred in Equatorial

Africa against French imperialism, that was not confined to

one place, but extended over the whole of the territory, and

comprised the total population of Equatorial Africa, and had

such a long duration, lasting from November 1928 until

February 1929.

This fight was mainly a struggle against Forced Labour

Recruitment: the natives systematically killed off all the chiefs

of the recruitment troops. Thus the struggle took on a labour

character. And we must say, that this struggle had as its

basis the embryo of an organised movement of native

workers.

War preparations and the securing of troops for strike

purposes in France was another important cause of this upri-

sing. The French imperialists, in their haste to complete the

Ocean-Congo railroad in order to tap the resources of Cen-

tral Africa and to establish the "Black Army" which is to be

concentrated in Northern Africa as well as around certain

industrial centres in France, killed off thousands of native

workers like flies.

Although drowned in blood by the overwhelming forces

of French imperialism this Central African revolt is a land

mark in the struggles of the Negro toilers of Africa.

The first practical application of the use of the "Black

'Army" has already been seen in northern France at Gard,

where 18,000 miners were on strike, and white troops fra-

ternized with the strikers, the white artillery was replaced

by black troops from Senegal and Equatorial Africa.

In South Africa the native movement was betrayed in

1927 by the native reformist, Kadalie, who affiliated the I. C. U.

to the yellow Amsterdam International. In the meantime the

conditions of the natives were getting worse and demanding
militant leadership, which was not forthcoming from Kadalie.

Then one Ballinger, a white reformist of the Independent

Labour Party of England, was sent out to South Africa.

Kadalie and Ballinger successfully disintegrated the I. C. L.

and it dwindled down to nothing. Thousands of workers left

the I. C. U.. Under the leadership of the Communist Party the

Federation of Non-European Trade Unions was organised and

affiliated to the R. I. L. U. Immediately militant struggles took

place, many of them joint struggles of native workers and

white workers. At Durban last summer serious clashes took

place between the workers and the police. Constantly in-

creasing pressure on the workers points to more fierce battles

ahead between the workers and the bourgeoisie.

In the U.S. A. the Trade Union Unity League has

seriously taken up the organisation of the Negro workers,

especially in the South. Organisations are being formed of

both black and white workers. Racial barrieres are being

smashed by the holding of joint meetings of black and white

workers, a number of which have been held at Chattanooga,

Birmingham, Atlanta, Winston-Salem, right in the hotbed of

American capitalist segregation and jim-crow practices.

Thousands of Negro workers responded to the call of the

T. U. U. L. on March 6th to demonstrate against unemployment

in all parts of the country. In the south white and black

organisers of the T. U. U. L. were arrested and placed on the

chaingang.

In America too the Negro must struggle against reformist

leadership as well as against the white fascist A. F. L. and also

Negro petty-bourgeois influence. Randolph, a Negro reformist,

has betrayed an organisation of Negro workers into the A. F. L.

and has himself become an open social-fascist. In Chicago

recently he engaged the police and department of justice

agents of the U.S. to guard an open meeting and to throw

workers out who came in with a militant programme.

Everything is being done by the social-fascists to stem the

tide of radicalisation of the Negro toilers. In the south Negro

preachers and petty-bourgeois have openly co-operated with

the white fascist bosses in an attack upon the Negro and white

organisers of the T. U. U. L. The workers of the South are in

a militant mood as a result of mass unemployment, wage cuts,

long hours, and the agricultural crisis. They are responding

to the leadership of the R. I. L. U. , to the inspiration of success-

ful socialist construction in the Soviet Union and to the struggle

against war.

It will be on this basis that the International Conference in

London will respond to the need for organised action of Negro

toilers. This basis of organisation and the struggle against

ideologies inimical to the interests of the Negro masses will

lead towards the wide organisation of Negro toilers.

But the Conference will also be faced with mobilising the

Negro toilers for struggle against the more vicious policies and

attacks of the imperialists and their social-democratic

allies, such as the MacDonald "Labour" Party, who are shooting

down Negro toilers in various parts of the world.

American imperialism strangles the toiling masses in Haiti,

in Liberia and San Domingo, while British, French, Belgian and

Portuguese imperialists are grinding the life blood out of the

millions of enslaved Negroes in Africa.

The Colonial policy of the MacDonald "Labour" Govern-

ment was demonstrated recently when 43 native women in

Nigeria were shot down by British troops. In Gambia also

the young trade union movement is facing the most brutal per-

secution of the British colonial Government; martial law has

been proclaimed, trade union leaders arrested and the entire

labour movement is threatened with being wiped out.

Everywhere the Negro toilers are offering the greatest re-

sistance to the imperialists, in Jamaica and Haiti, in Trinidad,

Barbados, Grenada and British Guinea, throughout Africa., and

the U. S. A.

All these struggles are being conducted under great ob-

jective and subjective difficulties. On the one hand there is

is a tremendous lack of conscious revolutionary leadership,

and, on the other hand, absolute isolation from the more

advanced and experienced revolutionary proletariat of Europe

and America. Despite this the very conditions under which

Negroes live throughout the world drive them into the struggle

and prepare them to play an ever increasing role in the inter-

national revolutionary struggle against imperialism.

The test of the European and American labour movements .

will be the measure of support they render the International
Conference of Negro workers.

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

IN THE SOVIET UNION

The Workers and the Opening of the

Turkestan-Siberian Railway.

ByAnise.

The following letter has been received by us

from an American woman newspaper correspon-

dent who accompanied the special Delegation

which travelled from Moscow to take part in the

opening of the Turksib railway. Ed.

I.

I am on a special train bound from Moscow for the opening

of the Turkestan-Siberian Railway. For eight days we are

winding southeast through the wheat fields of European Russia,

then over the Urals, then across the alternating sandy wastes

and grassy steppes that mark the Soviet Republic of the

Kazaks, and so to Alma Ata and the "Joining" where the rails

will be laid and our train will be the first to pass over.

Some thirty foreign correspondents are onthe train:Ameri-

cans form the largest group, Germans the second. They try to

send telegrams to their various newspapers, but find it difficult.

In this region the telegraph operators do not know the Latin

alphabet. The foreign journalists are especially interested in

the exotic nature of the land through which we are passing,

the camels that browse near the railway stations, the dark-

skinned, picturesquely clad Kazaks and their felt tents known

as "Yurts" in which they travel from winter to summer

pastures seeking grass .

But the foreign correspondents know also the world-wide

significance of this railway,-else their newspaper would not

send them here. The Turkestan-Siberian Railway will change

the history of Asia. From it timber and wheat will pour south-

ward to the irrigated cotton lands of the Uzbeks. These


