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Imperialism and India 
By C. P. DUTT 

THE British L abor Government has made 
. its first contribution towards policy in 
India since its accession to office. The pro­
nouncement, made through the mouth of the 
Viceroy in India, follows a line fai rly accu­
rately forecast bef orehand. This is not sur­
prising, for the foreign policy of the Labor 
G overnment, as already exemplified in the 
case of Egypt, the Middle East and China, 
is bound within very narrow limits. The 
first factor in the situation is the increasing 
development of mass disconten t and revolu­
tionary ferment inside India. The secord 
factor is that the L abor Government is 
pledged to maintain and continue the imperi­
alist policy agreed upon jointly by all the 
British Parliamentary parties and typifi ed in 
the joint participation in th e Simon Commis­
SIOn . 

The ·Simon C ommission, the report of 
which will not be ready until 1930, was re­
jected and boycotted even by . the bulk of 
bourgeois nationalists. The Indian Congress 
pledged itself last year to take drastic action 
if the British G overnment does not offe r do­
minion status to India by the en.d of I929. 
Under the pressure of radical fo rces, grow­
ing stronger along with the intensifi cation of 
repression, the Congress has selected the 
"left" nationalist leader J awaharlal N ehru 
as president of the coming session in Lahore, 
Ghandi having declined the responsibility. 

Under these circumstances, if the L abor 
Government made no more concessions, the 
Congress would be bound to commit itself 
by som e form of action. Y et most of the 
bourgeois leaders would be glad to fi~d an 
excuse for retreating. Thus, the British L a­
bor Government has its chance of appearing 
to do something new which would be eagerly 
seized by those harboring expectations from 
a L abor Government, while at th e same tim e 

it would in no way alter the policy fixed by 
imperialism. 

The Viceroy's statement does two things. 
Firstly, it makes a new vague promise of 
dominion status which goes no further than 
anything previously said: 

cc1 am authorized on bdhalf of his 
Majesty's Government to state clearly 
that in their judgment it is implicit in 
the declaration of I 9 I 7 that the natural 
issue of India's constitutional progress, 
as there contemplated, is the attainment 
of D ominion Status." 

Secondly, following a suggestion already 
made by Simon, it proposes a round table 
conference of "all parties and interests" after 
the Simon C ommission has made its report 
and for the purpose of discussing the findings 
of the Simon Commission. 

There is nothing here which meets th t 
Indian bourgeois nationalist demand for a 
round table conference empowered to decide 
the future Constitution of India. The Brit­
ish Conservative press emphasizes that the 
Viceroy's statement contains "no promises and 
no change of policy," that the Simon C om­
mission is still the sole channel for proposals 
on India and that the British Parliament re­
mains the final arbiter. 

Nevertheless, as in the case of the Egyp­
tian Treaty, all sections of the Labor Party 
are busily extolling the new declaration as 

. the basis f or a happy solution of the Indian 
problem, as the I. L. P . New L eader calls 
it. The Daily H erald says there is now 
"complete unity of purpose" in Britain and 
India and the path to co-?peration is now 
open. 

The Executive of the I. L. P. in a resolu­
tion "congratulates the Government in its 
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re-affirmation of the justice of India's claim 
for self-government" and urges an amnesty 
for political prisoners to create a favorable 
atmosphere of discussion. 

Acceptance of this even by the bourgeois 
wing of the nationalists is not such a fore­
gone conclusion. If the Simon Commission 
was boycotted why should its report be dis­
cussed? Nevertheless, even Jawaharlal Neh­
ru talks of a Conference being acceptable if 
the present "war-like" policy of the govern­
ment is discontinued and the fundamental ba­
sis of the Conference is satisfactory. The 
basis will probably not prove satisfactory but 
the immediate object of the British Labor 
Government will be ser~ed if the attention 
of the Indian Congress is diverted to these 
conditions for co-operation. 

The Labor Government is turning from 
the Simon Commission because it knows that 
this body is too compounded in India. The 
Government, however, is carrying out pre-

cisely that which the Simon Commission will 
propose. 

* * * THE hope of British imperialism that the 
trial of the leaders of the Indian mili­

tant working class movement now proceed­
ing at Meerut would spread confusion and 
terror among the rebellious Indian workers 
shows no sign of being realized. 

The Preliminary Enquiry, now . in its 
eighth month, still drags on interminably 
while the prosecution brings forward its in­
numerable police spies with reports of public 
meetings and intercepted letters. Among the 
two thousand documents are two hundred 
speeches said to have been delivered during 
the strike of the Girni Kamgar (Red Flag) 
textile union in Bombay. There is no pre­
tense of proving acts of violence or conspir­
acy. to plan insurrection. Leadership in the 
strike movement, speeches advocating class 
struggle are considered sufficient. 

One of the thousands of textile workers shot down indiscriminately during tlte textile strike in 
Bombay. 
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The Public Prosecutor, Mr. Langford 
James, relies on the crudest methods to prove 
his case. The Workers' and Peasants' Party 
proclaims that it is out to destroy imperialism. 
But is not the head of the imperialistic British 
Government his Majesty the King-Emperor? 
Before the Soviet regime was established in 
Russia did they not get rid of their king? 
These are the actual questions put to witnesses 
by Mr. Langford James. 

Meanwhile, it is hoped to break the spirit 
of the prisoners by cruel treatment and petty 
tyrannies. Not only do they have to undergo 
the usual gross hardships of under-trial pris­
oners in the fever-infested Meerut jail, but 
those who have fallen ill get inadequate medi­
cal assistance. One of the prisoners, Muzaf­
far Ahmad, is dying of consumption, but the 
authorities refuse to release him on bail or 
even allow him to be examined by a Cal­
cutta doctor. 

A glaring example of the interference with 
the defense that goes on was the recent ar­
rest of one of the assistants of the defense 
counsel, who is to be charged with criminal 
trespass because he entered the court premises 
after the session was ended but while the 
prisoners and their counsel were still being 
detained there. This arbitrary action was 
taken by the complainant in the case who 
happens also to be the lessee of the Court 
premises, and a petition of the prisoners to 
have the case z:em'oved to another Court on 
this ground was rejected by the magistrate. 

The only result achieved by the prosecution 
so far is to make known throughout India 
the cause for which the prisoners are fighting 
and to popularize the slogans of militant class 
struggle. Their cries of "Down with British 
imperialism" and "Long live the Indian rev­
olution" have been taken up by demonstrators 
in all parts of India and have replaced every­
where the old cries of "Mahatma Gandhi 
Kijai," etc. 

The cynical defense of its action put for­
ward by the Labor Government through the 
mouth of the Under Secretary of State for 
India, Dr. Drummond Shiels, at the British 
Labor Party Conference, has been received 

in India with derisive scorn. Mr. Shiels ac­
knowledged the responsibility of the Labor 
Government for the conduct of the Meerut 
case, but he claimed that they were not being 
tried merely because they were trade union 
leaders. He said the Government would sup­
port "genuine" trade unionism in India, and 
he boasted that the policy of the India Office 
was in the interests of . "the uninformed, 
humble people of India." The Calcutta Con­
gress paper Liberty comments that this speech 
"could not have been improved upon even 
by Lord Birkenhead." 

In spite of the ferocious tide of persecution, 
the Indian working class movement refuses 
to be subdued. In Meerut itself, the mass 
demonstrations outside the Court in support 
of the prisoners have led the authorities to 

· prohibit the assembly of more than five per­
sons together. 

The most ferocious attacks have been 
launched against the Girni Kamgar Union 
in Bombay. The recently issued reports of 
the Riots Enquiry Committee (appointed to 
enquire into the communal riots in Bombay 
last February) and of the Strike Enquiry 
Committee (appointed under the Trades Dis­
putes Act to enquire into the causes of the 
general strike in the textile industry this 
year) both reveal themselves as representing 
nothing more than a method of attacking the 
Girni Kamgar Union. The Riots Enquiry 
Report even suggests that steps should be 
taken to prevent ."Communists" from occupy­
ing leading positions in Indian trade unions. 
These reports foreshadow an attempt to de­
clare the Girni Kamgar an illegal organiza­
tion. 

Under the combined attack of the textile 
capitalists and the British rulers, with the 
use of unlimited, strike-breaking tactics, pro­
hibition of picketing and organized violence, 
the Girni Kamgar Union has been compelled 
to call off the textile strike unconditionally, 
which accordingly came to an end in Octo­
ber. Nevertheless, the Union is still firmly 
established, based as it is on the mill commit­
tees organized by the workers in the mills 
themselves. The textile workers have been 
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starved into surrender for the moment, but 
their class spirit is unbroken. 

New strikes are breaking out in other parts 
of the country. The tin plate workers of the 
Taka Company at Jamshedpur are still on 
strike as solidly as ever, and the strike of the 
oil and petrol workers in Calcutta has now 
lasted over two m onths. These workers de­
mand recognition of their union and a sub-

. stantial increase in wages. The company has 
offered an insignificant wage increase which 
has been rejected by the men. In Karachi, 
r ecently, the dock workers came out on strike 
and boldly resisted the attempt to use strike 
breakers against them. As usual, the authori­
ties quickly had recourse to armed police and 
savagely attacked the strikers. Many smaller 
strikes are taking place in various centers, and 
it is clear that the f erment of industrial un­
rest is by no means subsiding. 

The movement to boycott the Whitley 
Royal Commission on Indian Labor, which 
arrived in India on October 11, has been 
growing in strength. While the active leaders 
0f the working class movement are in jail at 
Meerut, and workers on strike are being 
crushed by repressive legislation and police 
terrorism, it is im!possible even for the re­
f or mist elements to regard the Commission 
as having come to assist Indian Labor. The 
Meerut trial is the predominating issue which 
is causing important sections of the trade 
union movement to decide to boycott the 
Commission. The Provincial Trade Union 
Federation of the United Provinces, at a 
conference last September at which 6,000 
people were present, passed a resolution de­
ciding to boycott the Commission: 

"in view of the fact that the Whi tLey 
Commission was appointed at a time 
when the Meerut case was going on 
against a number of labor leaders and 
has not been withdrawn by the G'overn­
ment in spite of the repeated requests 
of the workers." 

A number of other labor organizations, 
such as the \\r orkers' and Peasants' Party, 
the Girni Kamgar Union, the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Union, the Barabazar La­
bor Union, the Bombay Port Trust Employ­
ees Union, the Bombay Tramwaymen's 
Union, etc., have decided to have nothing 
to do with the Commission. 

The British Manchester Guardian in a 
leading article last August frankly exposed 
the real purpose of the Whitley Commission. 
It declared: 

"Experience of the past two years has 
shown that the industrial workers in the 
biggest centers are peculiarly malleable 
material in the hands o j unscrupulous 
Communist organizers, and this is one 
of the circumstances w hich gives such 
importance to the recently appointed 
Commission on Indian L abor." 

British imperialism, acting through the 
agency of the British Labor Government, is 
straining and striving to exorcise the Com­
munist spectre. But do what it will, its 
measures f ail of their intended effect. The 
Indian working class is advancing under 
heavy fire; but precisely the fact of its ad­
vance under those conditions makes it im­
possible to be stopped. The Indian revolu­
tion is gathering strength. 
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To the All-India Trade Union Con ress - ----------~-------- -------------
From the Pan-Pacific Trade U nion Secretariat 

Shanghai, 12 November, 1929. 

To the D elegates Assembled at the 

All-India Trade Union C ongress, 

Nagpur. 

DEA.R C omrades, 
I am directed by the Pan-Pacific Trade 

U nion Secretariat to extend to the delegates 
of the All-India Trade Union Congress as­
sembled at N agpur the most hearty and 
f raternal greetings on behalf of our affiliated 
membership. It is with deep interest our 
Secretariat and constituent organizations, 
which now embrace a membership of 15 
millions in fourteen different countries, have 
followed the tenacious and gallant struggles 
of the Indian workers, especially the textile 
workers. Our Secretariat is fully aware that 
the Indian workers are not only subj ected to 
all the w orst forms of rationalization of in­
dustry, but to every f orm of violence-from 
communal warfare deliberately f ostered and 
organized by British usurpers, to wholesale 
murder of protesting demonstrators and 
strikers by British f orces and their hirelings. 

T he workers of India suffer from exactly 
the same form ·of oppression as do the work:­
ers of other colonial and semi-colonial coun­
tries most of which are in or around the 
Paciflc. Their lives are full of misery, not 
because they are "backward" but because of 
th e terrible exploitation by British and other 
oppressors. They are ill-fed, work exhaus­
ti vely long hours ; exist in terrible dwellings; 
denied an elementary education; all rights of 
citizenship; their meagre hom es subject to 
invasion by f oreign tyrants or their lackeys; 
are prevented from exercising the unhamper­
ed right to organize trade unions and political 
organizations of their own choice; free 
speech, assembly and press are denied them 
at the will of the foreign invader; wholesale 
arrests of their leaders upon framed-up 

charges based upon extracts f rom irrelevant 
documents, which are torn f rom their con­
tents, while many are sent f or years of rigor­
ous punishment solely upon evidence given by 
agents of government provocateurs, and 
strikers are shot down indiscriminately. The 
Indian easantry: like the R~antry of othe_r 
oppressed countries also suffer from exoT­
bitant rents, usurers' extortions, oppressive 
·taxation, evictions from their land to m ake. 
room for capitalist ownership, arrest, banish­
ment or imprisonment at the least sign of 
protest against these unbearable impositions­
all these and m any other brutal and tortuous 
methods are practiced against the toiling 
workers and peasants of India and other co­
lonial countries in the Pacific. 

F aced with all the forms of oppression as 
outlined above and the resultant situation, 
with the anti-Trade Union A ct and the 
Public Safety Bill, together with "Bengal 
Ordinances" and other similar measures that 
are all designed to perpetuate the systematic 
offensive of the British imperialists against 
the organized ·workers and peasants, the de­
cisions of the All-India Trade U nion Con­
gress will have far-reaching effects. T he 
policy of the P.P.T. U . m ovement ·s to as­
sist in developing national unity f or united 
national struggles in each country. O ur 
po licyis to support demands f or higher stand­
arosof living: by raising wages, shortening 
hours, fighting the effects of rationalization 
and against victimizat ion, f or the right to 
form f actory committees, by demai1ding 
social insurance relief, including matern ity 
benefits, etc. But t fiese can only be obtained 
by an uncompromising fi ght witn imperialism. 
Therefore the P.P.T. U ., . connects th e 
struggle for immediate econom1c demands 
with the demands f or political rights, such 
as free speech, assembly and press, the un­
hampered right to organize tra de unions a11 ?." 
workers' political parties, th e right to strike 
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and picket, free and compulsory education 
for children, the enfranchisement of all 
workers and peasants, irres12ective of sex, 
abolition of the illegal and oppressive taxation 
and usurers' extortions, monetary assistance 
to be given by tlie government for cooper­
ative farming, repeal of all anti-working class 
laws, against all discriminating immi~tion 
laws as well as employers' schemes for ~ss 
emigration to bring down wages with com­
plete freedom of -all workers, .irrespective of 
race, color or nationality, to go from one 
country to another, with com lete national 
independence for al~ oppressed P.eop_les, the 
str uggle against the imperialist war danger 
and de£ ense of the Union of ocialist oviet 
Republics, etc. 

The positive program and policy of the 
Pan-Pacific Trade UI).ion Secretariat there­
£ ore constitutes a direct challenge to al im­
perialist 012presso~he British imperialists 
try by developing a high degree of rationali­
zation at home and by deepening their colo­
nial exploitation to stop the decl ine of British 
capi talism. This decline is indicated by the 
enormous deficit in Britain's trade balance, 
the huge foreign and internal debts, the in­
ability of British industry to mainatin its 
position in the world markets against the 
efficiency and mass production of other com­
peting capitalist nations. This not only re­
sults in a sharpening of the conflict between 
the various groups of imperialists, but the 
attempts of British and other financiers to 
prolong capital ism by intensifying the exploi­
tation of the workers and peasants results in 
a sharpen ing of the class struggle both at 
home as well as in India. Therefore, to be 
able to e:ffect iv!!L meet theo ftensive, it is 
the aim of th e P.P.T.U.S. to heiR develop 
unity of the organized labor of ""India with 
aU- other workers an peasants of tl1e colonial 
and semi-colonial countries in the Pacific 
area; and to further develop unity between 
the workers of the imperialist countries with 
those o t 1e oppr~_?sed natwns. 

But in order to develop national and in­
ternational trade union unity we must know 
and overcome all the forces that m ake for 
disintegration. We must divide these into the 
po~ive and negative forces of the class strug-

gle. Unfortunately for the working class 
of India and other countries there ar:e those 
who (some consciously, and other unconsci­
ously) assist the imP.erialist enemies of or­
ganized labor. During disputes they aid the 
~~plo rers by_s.qwing dissension in th-e ranks 
of strikers _by adx:pqJin a return to work 
and dependence upon arbitration of disputes, 
when it is known that the employers suggest 
"at:b_itration" and "conciliation" as an offen­
sive weapon to achieve their ends (the 
peace£ ul submission of the- workers to wage­
cuts, victimization; longer hours, intensified 
labor, etc.), and without any losses involved 
in struggles. The P.P.T.U.S. recognizes the 
need for able tactical maneuvres which will 
strengthen the workers' offensive, but re­
jects all forms of com ylso:ry: a rbitration and 
fights strenuou~u,gain "industrial peace;' 
policx of the G eneral C ouncil of the British 
Traa; nion Congress and other capitula­
tors, which is the policy of the "Amsterdam" 
International, whose bureaucrats work hand 
in liand with the International L abor Office 
of· the League of Nations, the instrument 
of the European impenalist powers who are 
the brutal oppressors -and exploiters of the 
workers and peasants of the colonies and 
~c_alonies. . Tli.e theory accepted by the 
P.P.T.U. Secretariat is that oranized labor 
wilt .§JJCceed in improving the conditions of 
the workers and peasants to th sam e extent 

. it is able .to develop organization, strength 
and ability to inflict losses upon the employers. 
To the same degree labor will have achieved j 
power to go further to the struggle for com­
plete national independence, and thence to­
wards the realization of the objective resolu­
tions 9 and 3 7 passed by the last All- noia 
Trade Union C ongress at ]haria, i.e., towards 
the realization of a "Socialistic Republican 
Government" and "with the object o.rest"ab­
lishing at the earliest opportunity a Workers' 
Cooperative Commonwealth of India. _ . " 

Our Secretariat desires the Nagpur assem­
bly of the All-India Trade Union Congress 
to realize that to achieve any progress in the 
removal of the colonial leg-irons still firmly 
rivetted upon Indians and other oppressed 
peoples in the Pacific area, the .lab.t:u:...m.o.v.e­
ment must rid itself of all imperialist rote-
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ges and celebrities of the "Amsterdam" In­
_ternationar and -the I.L.O. You are perfect­
ly aware that neither the trade union bureau­
crats of G reat Britain nor their colleagues 
of "Amsterdam" showed any desire for seri­
ous contact with Indian organized labor pre­
vious to the advent of the P .P.T.U.S. The 
"Amsterdam" International flatly refused re­
cognition of the All-China F ederation of 
L abor when a personal appeal was made for 
assistance during the struggle against im­
perialism in 1 926-2 7, and the British L abor 
Party and G eneral Council of the T. U .C. 
supported Baldwin's policy of occupying 
Shanghai and other important centers in 
China with British armed forces and battle­
ships. These f orces still remain in China 
today under a so-called L abor government, 
and will be used to uphold British exploita­
tion as they are used in India, Arabia, Africa, 
etc. The organized w orkers are justly sus­
picious of those labor imperialists who pref er­
red to complacently occupy a parasitic position 
on the backs of the Indian workers and peas­
ants, to that of directly assisting them in their 
struggle against a common oppressor of both 
British and Indian workers. 

The Pan-Pac ific Trade U nion Secretariat 
would be negligent in its d uty to its own 
membership if it did not point out that the 
call for an Asiatic L abor C onference is pri­
marily a maneuvre of the British and other 
imperialists supported by th eir agents within 
th e labor movement . Suz uki Bunji, who is 
openly acting as the agent of the J apanese 
government within th e labor movement, has 
made many abortive attempts to create such 
an Asiati c movement . But now the W estern 
as w ell as the Eastern imperialists have be­
com e ala rm ed at the development of the 
P.P.T.U.S. and the militancy of the In­
dian and other Oriental workers. It is neces­
sary to ge t control of these workers and 
therefore what they failed to do in India 
and oth er Eastern countries through their 
British and Amsterdam agents, they now 
hope to achi eve by their " alluring" instru­
ment an "Asiatic L abor C onfere nce." The 
real reason f or the visit of Albert Thomas, 
director of t he I.L.C. , to the Far East, was 
to fi nd a basis fo r controlling the un rest 

among the working- class of colonial and 
semi-colonial countries. He endgrsed the 
disruptive proposals of Suzuki, and during 
the r ecent Geneva C onference, plans were 
evolved to carry. the -project a step further, 
although the promoters are £nding it very 
difficult to realize. All was made perfectly 
clear in Albert Thomas' report of his tour of 
investigation in the Orient given to the gov­
erning body of the I. L. C. and published 
widely in the capitalist press. Quoting Mr. 
Thomas' report, the British-owned "North 
China D aily N ews" says : "There is a move­
ment in favor of ' Pan-Asiati c' understand­
ing. Such understandings are not aimed 
against Europe ( imperialism) or against more 
general understanding, but to some minds 
they are more attractive, and appear to hold 
out a promise of more tangible and imme­
diate results than the Geneva (and Amster­
dam ) institutions." Then he went on to 
show what results he had in mind. H e said: 
"To the nationalist movements (of the , op­
pressed peoples) . Western civilization op­
poses its organizing capacity, its systematic 
methods, its technical progress, etc." 

Our Secretariat submits to the delegates 
assembled at the Nagpur C ongress that there 
is positive proof of an understanding between 
Suzuki, J eshi & C o. with the imperialists of 
the I.L.C. and their agents in control of 
"Amsterdam," whose real obj ect is to split 
th e P.P.T .U. movement. Mr. Thomas has 
in plain language told his imperialist audience 
that the " Asiatic L abor Conference" was not 
;ti med to attack bloodthirsty European ex­
ploiters, and furth er: that W estern civiliza­
tion opposse the struggle f or national inde­
pendenc(: with its superior systematic organ­
izing ability and technical progress, which, 
we must know, and is now clearly indicated, 
includes the organization o£ the "Asiatic 
L abor Conference." T echnical progress, of 
course, includes also mechanized armies, 
bombing planes and modern cruisers f or the 
purpose of subjecting colonial and semi­
colonial peoples to a f oreign rule as was so 
recently demonstrated in Arabia (Palestine). 

These frank and unvarnished statements 
positively and unmistakably prove a conspir­
acy exists to destroy not only the P.P.T.U. 
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movement and to isolate the Asiatic workers 
from their fellow workers around the Pacific, 
but also the effectiveness of the trade unions 
of India, China, Indonesia, Philippines, 

, M alay, Korea, etc. Those who favor this 
movement of the imperialist and native ex­
ploiters are helping to continue the enslave­
ment of the Indian people. By attacking and 
weakening the organizations c f workers and 
peasan~, which alone form the very basis of 
the struggle for complete independence, 
means to prolong the starvation, misery and 
torture of the Indian workers and peasants 
in order to maintain the parasi tic position of 
the British capitalist class. Therefore our 
Secretariat, in view of the above statements 
which have been made since the ]haria Con­
gress, does not hesitate in asking the dele­
gates assembled at Nagpur to pass a resolution 
rescinding the }haria Congress decision and 
decisively repudiate all attempts to call an 
Asiatic Labor Conference. The Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat is now the only or­
ganized trade union center embodying the 
trade unions in and around the Pacific Ocean. 
Upon your decision on this question rests not 
only the future of the All-India T.U.C., but 
also the decision will have far-reaching and 
immediate political effects upon all the or­
ganized Oriental workers and peasants, and 
affect, favorably or unfavorably, according 
to your decision, the lives of the hundreds 
of millions of Eastern toilers. 

There is still another reason why we draw 
the attention of the delegates to the motives 
of the British imperialists. The rna jority of 
the Indian bourgeoisie have also abandoned 
the struggle for national independence by the 
acceptance of _a Dominion Status for India. 
This throws the leadership of the struggle 
for independence upon the leaders of the 
workers' and peasants' organizations, with the 
perspective before them to create a Workers' 
and Peasants' Government. If the organized 
labor movement pledges itself to this task all 
the honest elements among the lower stratum 
of the bourgeoisie will join in the struggle, 
under proletarian leadership. By accepting a 
Dominion Status-an India exploited by the 
British-the Indian bourgeoisie have politic­
:1 lly hnded themselves into almost the same 

position as the counter-revolutionary Kuom­
intang in China. But what will the British 
Labor government give them as the price of 
thei r capitulations? Their retreat and guar­
antees for the continued British exploitation 
of India will be answered, and even D omi­
nion Status may now be withheld for years 
to come. It is useless to try to involve the 
masses for such a mess of pottage, for even 
if it was achieved, the enslavement of India 
still continues. Therefore the delegates of 
the All-India T.U.C. are confronted with 
the momentous but simple task of deciding 
for or against the continued enslavement of 
India, and preparing a leadership capable of 
and willing to fight and drive out all foreign 
usurpers and oppressors. 

The Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat 
also draws the attention of the Indian work­
ers to the imperialist war aanger. Every 
imperialist nation is strenuously adopting it­
self f or the next imperialist war which w ill 
find its center chiefly in the Pacific area. 
Therefore it is the duty of all organized labor 
in the Pacific area to prepare the workers 
and peasants to resist with all their force, be­
ing drawn into another world war. Our 
Secretariat views the present and past man­
euvres of the imperialist states and ~ecent 
"statements" and "agreements'' of Mr. Mac­
Donald and president Hoover, as nothing but 
political acts designed for two purposes: 1) 
to deceive the masses of the population, 
particularly the working masses by inferring 
that peaceful settlements of all the conflicts 
between the hostile capitalist groupings are 
possible ; and 2) as definite political man­
euvres, each imperialist group trying to ob­
tain favorable positions to strengthen them­
selves in preparation for further belligerent 
acts. Of course these maneuvrings are 
dictated by the existing economic or other 
difficulties and therefore it is a satisfactory 
gesture for British capital ists to suspend con­
struction of an odd ship or two. But these 
gestures do not affect the general tendency of 
each nation to develop the power of its naval, 
military and air forces. Each prepares to 
e t~gage definitely in a world struggle for a 
redistribution of the earth-a fight for th e 
power to exploit more of the world's workers. 
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and peasants. Lest any delegate to the All­
India T. U .C. at Nagpur is misled by the 
pacifist phrases of members of Mr. Mac­
Donald's government, let him reflect upon 
the repeated statements since they took office, 
regarding British colonial policy. In refer­
ence to Egypt, Palestine and India they have 
declared: ((That no fundamental change of 
policy is co";;timpiated." This, together with 
Mf.Snowden's fierce fight for the interests 
of British imperialism at The Hague in­
dicates: 1) the preparedness of MacDonald's 
government·- the so-called "Labor govern­
ment" -to defend British imperial interests 
at any cost; and 2) the maintenance of 
British tyranny and its bloodthirsty rule in 
India and elsewhere. 

The P.P .T.U. Secretariat desires to draw 
your attention to the attack upon the U.S.S.R. 
.in_Manchuria. The imperialists utilize the 
Chinese militarists to seize the Chinese East­
ern Railway preparatory to a military inva­
sion of· the U .S.S.R. This is not uncon­
nected with their general attacks upon the 
labor movement. The Soviet Government 
gave up all the old rights and privileges ex­
acted by the Czarists from China. They 
gave 50 per cent control of the C.E.R. to 
the Chinese with promises to relinquish the 
railway completely, the latter point being con­
ditioned only by the imperative necessity of 
sa£ eguarding the Soviet frontiers. Then the 
Chinese militarists betrayed the Chinese revo­
lution and have now, in agreement with the 
imperialists, attacked the \\T orkers' and Peas­
ants' State. · They see in the Soviet Union 
a firm supporter of all the ')ppressed nations 
and a clef ender of the international prole­
tariat. Also the Soviet industrialization pro­
gram proceeds apace and strengthens socialist 
economy while the decline of capitalism con­
tinues. Not only this: already 25 per cent of 
the Russian workers have obtained the 7-hour 
day, while the 7-hour day is being introduced 
as rapidly as possible into other establish­
ments, as well as the new decision of the 
continuous working week which gives the 
workers one day's rest in five. These are 
aspects of Soviet economy which stand as 
living achievements of the only ,;v orkers' 
and Peasants' Government, and are hated by 

all imperialists and their lackeys. Take these 
points into consideration together with the 
above faC'ts relating to the policies and in­
trigues of the I.L.O. and its agents. '\Ve sin­
cerely ask the Nagpur Congress to renounce 
Mr. N. M. Joshi's plea at the Geneva Con­
ference of the I.L.O. "for greater vigor 
in the task of making the ideal of the inter­
national Labor Conference a reality in those 
(Eastern) countries" in order to combat the 
"danger of Moscow's catching the imagina­
tion of the people" (All-Indian T. U. Bul­
letin). Instead, the P.P.T.U. Secretariat 
calls upon the Congress to defend the Soviet 
Union and repel the attacks of a common foe. 

Our Secretariat wishes the Congress to note 
that the policy of the P.P.T.U. movement is 
one of progressive militant struggle upon 
every sector of the workers' front. There can 
be no compromise with the imperialists. or 
native exploiters or their lackeys. We must 
prepare on every front to strengthen organ­
ized labor nationally and internationally, and 
for this reason we ask the delegates of the 
All-India Trade Union Congress assembled 
at Nagpur to decide to fill the gap left vacant 
by the decision of the ]haria Congress which 
resolved "That the consideration of the ques­
tion of affiliation of the All-Indian Trade 
Union Congress with the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat be postponed for one 
year." 

We have recently received the affiliation of 
the Malayan Federation of Labor with head­
quarters at Singapore. This Federation em­
bodies the trade unions of several Malay 
States where so many Indians toil in absolute 
slavery-contract labor. The dynamic force 
of a struggling India will have enormous 
repercussions in every colonial and semi­
colonial country .and all our affiliated na­
tional trade union movements are anxious for 
your cooperation in a common struggle 
against a common enemy. Therefore we 
ask you to abandon all indecisiveness regard­
ing your international connections, break off 
all relations with the imperialist I.L.O. in­
triguers, both at home and abroad, and take 
your logical place which the status of India 
assigns to you and join with the other or­
ganized and oppressed workers within the 
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Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. You 
are m eeting at a most crucial moment in 
India 's history and w e hope your Congress 
will conclude as one of the m ost success£ u l 
in the history of the Indian labor m ove­
ment. 

We remain, 
'-'l ith fraternal greetings, 

TING-YU -LIN, 
C hairrnfln. 
J. D AVI ES, 

Assistant G enerfll Secretm·y. 

Developments in India 

AS this magazine goes to press, unconfirm-
ed reports from India state that the All­

India Trade Union C ongress voted to affili­
ate to t he Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secreta­
riat, and that a leading lef t-winger, Comrade 
Bose, was elected to the highest leading body 
of the Congress. 

Should this r eport prove correct, it must 
be taken as a sign of rapidly matu ring events 
of historic significance in India. It can only 
be understood as the result of a tremendous 
movement of th e masses, pressing their will 
upon a group of resisting, reactionary offi­
cials hitherto in control of th e All-India T. 
U . C., headed by M r. N . M. J oshi, who 
works· hand in hand with the L eague of Na­
tions and British impe1-ialism. Und er no con­
dition should th ere be any illusions of a 
change of heart of th e righ t-wing offi cia ls 
su rrounding Mr. J osh i. 

Arnong the leaders of the Indian trade 
union movem ent th ere are two camps, one 
align ed wi th imperialism and the native bour­
geoisie, and the other fi gh ting against im­
perialism and against th e native exploiters. 
Both sides of this class struggle have their 
representatives in th e All -India Trade Union 
Congress. Comrade Bose, or any oth er true 
left-winger, if elected to the leading com­
mittee of the All-India T . U. C. will prob-

:tbly find himself surrounded by a majority 
of the old right-wing camp, who will attempt 
to· continue their sam e old line. It will be 
the duty of all left-wing representatives to 
g ive expression to the will of the masses; 
while participating in the leadership of the 
T . U. C., it wi ll be their special duty to 
guard aga inst this leadership being turned 
against the mass movement. It will be their 
spec ial duty to continue the splendid advance 
of the left-wing unions, of the revolution­
ization of the m asses, of the overthrow of 
the old right-wing policies which so long 
have hampered the development of the In­
dian trade union movement. It will be thei r 
duty, from their posts' of responsibility, to 
mobili ze the masses for struggle against im­
perialism and all its agents and against the 
native bourgeoisie which is suppressing the 
strike m ovement and betraying th e cause of 
India's liberation by accepting "Dominion 
Status" a la MacDonald. 

The same elements who betray the cause 
of independence are also the sabotagers of 
the strike struggles of the masses . Militant 
trade unions can only be built through strug­
gle on both fi elds, which are only two sec­
tors of one battle£ ront - the masses versus 
imperialism. 

EARL BROWDER. 
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The Bursting of the \Vall Street Bubble 
and Its ~1eaning to World Labor 

0 HARRffiON GEORGE 

I N October last there began a series of spec-
tacular panics on the New York Stock 

Exchange which, during the course of some 
weeks became, in the words of a capitalist 
chronicler, "a settled reign of terror" that, 
taken in conjunction with its causes and ef­
fects, affects the entire fabric of world im­
perialism, including the world proletariat and 
its organizations. More immediately and di­
rectly it affects, of course, the working class 
of the United States. 

Gone, and gone forever are the fairy tales 
of "eternal prosperity in America," the ad­
vertisers of which have, since the last World 
War, i~flicted this illusion upon countless mil­
lions of workers abroad to such a degree that 
even in the Soviet Union we heard such re­
marks as "the young, red-cheeked American 
imperialism" only a year ago, while in capi­
talist countries America was looked upon as 

-a sort of paradise, where everyone hoped 
sometime to go were it not for immigration 
restrictions making America nearly as diffi­
cult to enter as paradise. 

It is necessary to say at the beginning that 
what "paradise" existed in America, was a 
bourgeois paradise, in the splendors of which 
the American proletariat had little share. 
True, during the period of expansion of 
American imperialism just following the 
World War and ascending on the advantage 
it had against shell-shocked Europe, the 
standard of living of American workers on 
the average was shown by statistics to be some­
what better than those in other capitalist coun­
tries. But this average was always deceptive, 
always figured out on the basis of the or­
ganized workers (mostly the skilled), always 
inflated with the inclusion of managers and 
superintendents, and generally faked in such 

a way as to conceal the basic fact-the fact, 
cold-blooded and unmistakable, that at no 
time was the average real wage of the fac­
tory workers (mostly unskilled and lmorgan­
ized) within even thirty per cent of touching 
the bottom minimum scale set by the govern­
ment itself as the very least life could be 
sustained upon in health and animal necessity. 

"\V e see for example, that while the gov­
ernment declared that some $2,300 was re­
quired yearly to sustain an average family, 
the average factory wage was reckoned by 
the week at $25 or-if the worker worked 
the whole year through at this rate, at $1,-
300. Naturally, millions have no steady 
work. Naturally, also, below even this pro­
foundly deficient average, millions have al­
ways faced a life of bitter privation. 
Limitless hours at speeded toil for slow-star­
vation wages-a hopeless struggle for exist­
ence, with women, youth and child labor 
growing, with disease and poverty ever pres­
ent in ilie slums of the cities and the hov-
cls of the country-side. 
deed! 

"Prosperity" in-

But out of this game the American capi­
talists were wringing the sinews of war for 
world hegemony. Out of this rationalization 
enormous profits were accumulated, affording 
a credit power never before equalled with 
which to club the way of Wall Street 
through diplomatic obstacles toward domina­
tion of Latin America, to stretch envious 
hands out to seize the prize of China from 
the grasp of England and Japan, to fight 
on every continent to break into the market 
areas controlled particularly by Britain. 

To the American bourgeoisie, flushed wiili 
profits, there appeared only one year ago to 
be no end of unobstructed extraction of sur-
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plus value from the rationalized exploitation 
of its workers. Stocks, usually «watered" 
in their issue to totals far in excess of the 
physical value of production equipment, and 
always subject to speculation by stock gam­
blers-a betting based essentially on whether 
much or little profits can be wrung from 
the working class-began on tJ:oover's elec­
tion, a skyward leap in prices on the greatest 
of Monte Carlos, the stock exchange. And 
why not? Was not Hoover, the alleged wiz­
ard of commercial engineering, the oracle 
of rationalization at home and trade expan­
sion abroad, enthroned in power at Washing­
ton not more than one year ago? The "Hoo­
ver boom" became the eighth wonder of 
the world. 

But alas and alack! The sickness of world 
imperialism is beyond cure. Even those "red 
cheeks" of American imperialism turn out 
to have been but the customary fever-flush 
of tuberculosis. America may lead in ra­
tionalization, but it has no monopoly on it, 
and its example being copied in the other 
imperialist countries boded no good for Amer-

ican imperialism,, though its advertisers fool­
ishly boasted at the time of Hoover's elec­
tion that America in the role of god-father 
to Europe had "rescued and re-established" 
European stabilization and everything would 
hereafter go on as before the world war. 

Yet it was precisely this regaining of the 
pre-war level of production that was bring­
ing about a sickness for which neither Hoo­
ver or any other Jesus Christ of capitalism 
has or can possibly discover a cure. 

The fatal contradictions eating at the vi­
tals of the whole imperialism system, grown 
fat and diseased on the life-blood of the 
world toilers, is pursuing its course, ana more 
and more, with every addition to stabilization, 
every addition to the world productive capac­
ity, was drawing the structure of American 

. capitalism into the downward sucking vortex 
of the general imperialist crisis. 

The blow at American domination in 
China, by the onslaught of Britain and Japan 
through the revolts of Feng Yu-hsiang, cov­
ertly aided by Yen Hsi-Shan, joined in point 
of time by Chang Fa-kwei and the "reorgan-

Some of the Textile Mill Strikers, Gastonia, U. S. A . 



THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 15 

izationists" in the South, coming, as it did, 
as a shock to American ambitions that had 
reached out its own hand for the Chinese 
Eastern Railway and ·Manchuria, was a ter­
rific set-back for American interests. At the 
same time, it must be remembered, that the 
revolt of the rival militarists, reactionary as 
they all are, found a certain advantage for 
attack on Nanking in the mass hatred of 
Nanking's bloody despotism and servility to 
imperialism in attacking the Soviet Union. 
The conscious vanguard of course had no illu­
si'lns in the rebels and fights them as well 
~s Chiang Kai-shek, but the wider masses 
:,~w, too, that the Soviet Union, friend of 
the oppressed, was being attacked by Nan­
king, and had no stomach for supporting 
Nanking in such imperialist banditry. 

On another front, also, in Latin America, 
the masses are registering anger and strug­
gle against Yankee imperialism. It was no 
accident that the labor instrument of the 
American state department, the Pan-Ameri­
can Federation of Labor, was forced to 
postpone indefinitely its congress called for 
in January in Cuba, the "Yankee plantation" 
ruled by the murderous fascist Machado. 

The Latin American Trade Union Con­
federation, exposing the role of the Pan­
American Federation of Labor throughout 
every Latin American nation as the labor or­
gan of the Monroe Doctrine, has given not 
only this instrument a terrific blow, but 
also the imperialism which wielded it. 

Nor was it found that MacDonald was 
any less a vigorous defender of British in­
terests than Baldwin when he visited the land 
of "prosperity," welcomed with warships and 
kindly escorted about by U. S. cavalry. Mac­
Donald rejected the proposal to abolish Brit­
ish naval bases within immediate striking dis­
tance of America in Halifax, Bermuda and 
Jamaica; the "labor" government refused to 
agree to Hoover's demand for "freedom of 
the seas" in spite of all Hoover did to rep­
resent this demand as "feeding women and 
children of war-torn countries'-' by supposed 
philanthropical "food ships," and for all the 
fuss and feathers raised about MacDonald's 
mission to "reduce naval armaments," the 

net results were but a feverish spurt on the 
part of both powers to rush the production 
of new warships and particularly new air 
and chemical war preparations. 

The coming "five-power.naval conference" 
then, which is being whittled down to three 
by France's declaration, refusing to accept 
its decisions as binding without reviewal by 
the League of Nations, is not by any means 
a prelude to peace, but merely a diplomatic 
play on the part of both England and Amer­
ica, to assure that in the coming war the 
other will not have too much of an advan­
tage. It is to be compared with two prize 
fighters meeting before entering the ring, to 
examine each other's boxing gloves to see 
that the foe has not slipped some brass knuck­
les in the gloves meant to be used on the 
other's face, to see that the weight and arm 
reach of the opponent is not giving him an 
"unfair" advantage. But while in prize fight­
ing rules may be established, and may be even 
lived up to, in war the imperialist necessities 
of the rivals prevent any real establishment 
of rules, and rules, if made at all, are inva­
riably broken. 

Yet the farce is put out in the capitalist 
press, since the requirements of any capitalist 
nation preparing for war, demand that it fool 
its own population, who must be propagated 
with the idea that its particular government 
is doing everything possible to maintain peace, 
so that when it enters war the government 
may appear before the population as acting 
"in defense" and in spite of its "desire for 
peace." 

The unmistakable evidence that England 
would fight further American expansion into 
its markets, did its part in puncturing the 
bubble of American illusions. But another 
basic weakness was within America itself. 
American labor was beginning to react to· the 
rationalization attack upon it, in spite of all 
that could be done by the social-fascists of 
the American Federation of Labor and the 
Socialist Party. 

Strikes, particularly of unorganized factory 
workers, are becoming more frequent and 
determined in spirit. It was no accident that 
a wave of stubborn strike struggles began 
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sweeping the newly industrialized South and 
the more intensely rationalized northern fac­
tory industry shortly before the crash on the 
Stock Exchange. Nor was it an accident that, 
once the old revolutionary opposition move­
ment inside the A. F. of L. struck out on 
a program of independent leadership of the 
masses, that they tapped an hitherto unknown 
stream of mass fighting spirit at the Cleve­
land C onvention of the Trade Union Unity 
L eague that surprised many of those who had 
entertained doubts previously on the new 
course to the left insisted on by the R ed In­
ternational of L abor Unions. 

Not only were the American masses be­
ginning to fight further rationalization pres­
sure, but the unemployed army was growing, 
narrowing the internal rparket; while the 
agrarian crisis, instead of being relieved by 
the fake "remedies" palmed off on it by fi­
nance capital, deepened very markedly, still 
further limiting the boundary of the internal 
market. The booster propaganda of the auto 
industry and the radio industry, to the effect 
that the internal nprket could never be sat­
urated, a propaganda that worked for a while 
on the basis of installment plan selling, be­
gan to have an empty sound. 

Production was being curtailed, the steel 
mills slackened, and in spite of all the blow­
ing of gilded trumpets, depression crept into 
every major industrial artery, until the in­
flated prices of stock, prices set by the stock 
gamblers' hopes of future profits, broke .down 
in a wild panic in which millions of petty 
bourgeois and labor aristocrats saw their 
"honest and hard-earned" savings swept away 
over night. 

Many, indeed, of the petty bourgeoisie, 
were hard hit; if not in the first wild break, 
then in the second, as many were there who, 
assured by Hoover and all other sages of capi­
talism, that "the fundamentals of American 
business are essentially sound," after the first 
panic, took such advice seriously and followed 
the admonition that "now while stocks are 
low, is just. the time to buy"-with the result 
that their lifetime of petty bourgeois hoard­
ing and penny saving was rewarded by total 
loss in the later crash, a phase which moved 

an ironic rhymster to contribute the follow­
ing to the thorough! y big capitalist N ew York 
Times: 

The grasshopper sang "Oh! Why be a 
slave ? 

Why work and worry and scrimp and 
save? 

The life for m e is to laugh and lark it , 
Flying around on a rising market!" 

The ant kept on with his humble chores. 
Far away from the trading floors 
He delved till his form was lean and lank, 
And he stopped each week at the savings 

bank. 

The market broke. The grasshopper 
crashed. 

Then swift to Wall Street the wise an t 
dashed 

And bought for a rise with all his power­
And lost his roll in the next half-hour I 

Indeed, humor may ca rry us furth er, sin e<.: 
a well-known journalist at Washington has 
declared that many of the A. F. of L. bu­
reaucrats, seeing a chance after the first 
break to turn an honest penny, used the funds 
of their union treasuries to "buy stocks while 
they are low," only to find the bottom had 
not been reached and that some hasty cov­
ering up in accounts was necessary. 

So painful was the subject that aristocratic 
cafes put up signs asking patrons not to talk 
of stock quotations. AI Smith, the recent 
candidate for president, became entangled as 
a director in a shady bank transaction involv­
ing a suicide of a bank president. E mployees 
in the W all Street distri ct tell of frequent 
incidents, barred from m ention in the capi­
talist press, of frenzied speculators in the 
height of the panic, leaping to their death 
from the windows or skyscrapers in the finan­
cial district of N ew York. 

The magic names of Morgan and of 
Rockefeller, splattered over feverish front 
pages, assuring one and all that it was purely 
a "psychological" depression, and that "now 
is the time to buy stocks," failed to work. The ' 
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."red-cheeked American imperialism" turned 
pale. The prices of stocks of M .6t;gan's own 
bank were cut nearly in ' two. Fifty billion 
dollars of what capitalists call · '':values," 
locked in the deepest and thickest steel vaults 
mysterious! y evaporated-disappeared! Amer­
ican capitalism was-and is-in a crisis. 

Heroic stimulants are being. appli ed~ Hoo­
ver, to whom the bourgeoisie turned for as­
sistance, called a series of conferences, ·de­
signed to put the Humpty-Dumpty of Wall 
Street together again-at the expense of the 
working class. Industrialists gave public as­
surance that they would not cut wages (which 
they imm ediately started doing on a large 
scale) or throw more workers into the un­
employed (which they at once did at in­
creased tempo). 

"Labor," supposedly represen ted by the of­
fi cials of the A. F. of L., pledged they would 
not start any demands for wage increases, 
and promised they would "help industry solve 
its problems"- which means that they would, 
with this backing of government and indus­
try, still further f ascistize its attack on the 
new revolutionary union movement of the 
T. U. U . L., and the announcement of Hoo­
ver was 1nade that this "Conference. of gov­
ernment-capital-labor" would be made perma­
nent "to meet further emergency," thus 
marking a long step and a sudden one to dis­
placement of parliament, w hich finance capi­
tal was sharply attacking for "delay ing need­
ed tariff legislation." 

Special mention must be made of H enry 
Ford, the ace of bourgeois reformist dema­
gogy. Coming out of the conference with 
Hoover, he remarked grandiosely that not 
only would he, the king of rationalization, 
not cut wages, but he would raise wages. H e 
was pressed to tell how much, but evaded 
that question. "Wages will be raised. Ain't 
that enough to know ?" he said. But H enry 
a! ways has a little joker in the deck he deals 
from. For on that same week, 30,000 Ford 
workers were discharged who were getting 
six dollars per day. Ten days later a part of 
them were re-hired as "new workers" at 
five dollars per day. When Ford gets around 
to giving them ten cents more a day he will 

be hailed by a world of simpletons as one 
who has solved the "wage problem" without 
a revolution. 

The net results then are: The settling down 
of chronic depression in American economy; 
a strong fascist development supported by the 
A. F. of L. and in which new· forms of so­
cial-fascism are developing from the labor 
bureaucracy and the Socialist Party; an inten­
sified attack on the wage standards of the 
workers, with even greater rationalization 
than before; a fascist attempt to rob the 
workers of resistant power by attacking the 
revolutionary trade unions and suppressing the 
Communist Party; an attempt such as never 
before to f orce the surplus commodities of 

ELLA MAY 

Gastonia .rtrilur slzot d Mvn b:r mill company tft.u~s . 
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·American mclustry on the world market, and 
.to do so an intensified aggression against im­
perialist competitors and a new campaign to 
destroy the embodiment of proletarian hopes 
of a revolutionary solution-the Soviet Union. 

The perspective for the proletariat then is 
one of great opportunities and developing 
struggle, struggles against new and fiercer 
attacks, of advancing counter-attack every­
where, against m ore and sharper colonial ex­
ploitation, against war and particularly for 
clef ense of the Soviet Union. It is a period 
of wars and revolution, and the proletariat 
of the Pacific accepts the challenge. The ex-

ploitecl and oppressed of colonial lands, to­
gether with the revolutionary workers of im­
perialist America have nothing to lose but 
their chains. 

Close all gaps between the vanguard and 
the m asses! 

Sweep aside reformist obstacles to the in­
dependent leadership by the revolutionary 
unions of the broadest masses! 

Away wi th waverers and confusionists! 
Clarity, decisiorr, and persistent courage! 
These are the slogans o~ battle for the 

toilers of the Pacific I Under these we march 
to victory! 

America's Sont/t in up!tea·val; <tvitJwnt leaders, the m 1ss of textile strikers at Elizabethton, Tennessee state, 
breall down the mill gates and pulls ottt the scabs, Note the youth and female composition of tlte 

textile mill w orkers. 
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"The Second Section" 
A Victory of the P. P. T. U. S. Against Imperialism 

As related in the November issue, the Sec­

ond Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference 

was held in two sections, one at Vladivostok, 

the account of whi.ch was mostly given in 

our last issue, and one in Shanghai of dele­

gates blocked by imperialist obstacles from 

arriving at Vladivostok. 

Seldom in the history of the revolutionary 

labor movement has an organization con­

tended with such enormous opposition and 

contended so successfully as did the revolu­

tionary trade unionists of the Pacific organ­

ized in the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre­

tariat. 

The delegations which, seeking to travel 

to Vladivostok, were met by a united block­

ade of all imperialist powers, arrested, turned 

back, some forced to detour for thousands of 

miles, some out-witting the imperialist blood­

hounds and getting there despite the blockade, 

give proof of the deeply-rooted place the 

P. P. T. U. S. has won in the life of the 

teeming millions of the Pacific area. But 

equal, if not superior admiration, must go to 

those workers' delegations which, unable to 

break through the imperialist blockade, and 

meet inside its steel ring as guests of the 

Soviet proletariat in the fortress of proletarian 

power-the Soviet Union-defied the watch­

dogs of imperialism and met under their very 

noses in Shanghai! 
And not only did they meet, but they dis­

played genuinely revolutionary initiative m 

carrying through discussion and decisions on 

the agenda previously outlined. 

With this splendid victory over the imperi­

alists, the number of delegates who failed to 

~vercome obstacles and attend either the Vla­

divostok Conference or the "Second Section" 

at Shanghai, were relatively few. Besides the 

Indian workers, whose leaders are being im­

prisoned and murdered by the "labor" imperi­

alist government of Ramsay MacDonald and 

who were unable to reach either Conference, 

one delegate of the Philippine Confederation 

of Peasants, Comrade Rodriguez, was ar­

rested by the Japanese at Dairen, South Man­

churia, taken to Moji and then deported to 

Shanghai accompanied by Japanese police and 

met at Shanghai by Japanese and Portuguese 

detectives directed by the British secret police. 

The Pan-Pacific Monthly knows that every 

revolutionary worker in all the world will 

feel a profound joy that every delegate 

elected, with the exception of Comrade Rod­

riguez, took part in one or the other Con­

ference; that both Conferences discussed the 

same problems and came to the same decisions 

-a proof of the success of the P. P. T. 

U. S. in raising and harmonizing the political 

outlook of the workers of all countries of 
the Far East. 

The "Second Section" of the P. P. T. U. 

Conference was attended by both new and 

old affiliated organizations, by delegates of 

the Japanese Council of Trade Unions (Ky­

ogikai); the All-China Labor Federation; 

the Philippine Proleta1ian Labor Congress; 

the Indonesian Federation of Labor (all so 

far named also had delegates at Vladivo­

stok) ; the Philippine-Chinese Labor Associ­

ation; and the Nanyang (Malayan) Federa­

tion of Labor which, from its center at 

Singapore, Straits Settlements, unites the labor 
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m ovement of Sumatra, Borneo, New G uin ea, Union Conference ! In it is refl ected the 
the Celebes, the M alay P eninsula, Burma, implacibility of the r evolutionary movem ent 
Si<Jm and Indo-China----:-a vast and irnpor~ant of the Toilers of the East! I ts decisions 
region for the first dm~ ) jo'i~ihg ,its ,,fo~ces . Ci-equire; and rece ive an equal weight with 
in the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. the decisions of the Vladivostok Conference, 

All honor to the revolutionary daring. an'd~ an,d in the.· pages of this issue of The Pan­
strategy which def eated imperialism in the Paci ftc M onth:ly w e give full space to the 
"Second Section" of th e Pan-Pacific Trade historic, "Second Section" of Shanghai . 

. . "\ i ~ · .. ···.! . 

. , .. · 

. ! Q! 

! . 1.: ' ,,· 

.:,1 :1',': ) 1 

The Opening of the ~ ''.Second Section" 
' : . ;· : : ,. i I,' 

at Shanghai 
J N opening the con fe rence the Acting Sec­

. re tary stated that no other evidence was 
needed to prove that the P .P.T.U. M ove­
m ent was evolving a correct policy to fi ght 
imperialism than the energy displayed by the 
enemies of organized labor, who had system­
ati cally developed plans to prevent delegates 
from arriving at Vladivostok. He pointed 
out that the im perialist blockade, w hich was 
carried out with the assistance of the national 
traitors and reformists of the colonial and 
semi-colon ial countries had made it necessary 
to convene the second section of the C on­
ference at Shanghai. 

By organizing this Con ference in Shang­
hai, the II C on fe rence of the Pan-Pacifi c 
T rade U nions had representatives present 
from every important country in the Pacific 
area. H e w elcom ed the four delegates f rom 
the Nanyang Fede ration of L abor, whose 
jurisdiction covered a >y ide and important 
area. 

It was no accident th~t Singapore should 
be the centre of such an· importa nt labor 
movemen t coverif]g Sum atra,_Box,neo~, New 

Gl:ti~e;, J a:va, Celebes, M alay P eninsula, 
_Bllrma, Siam and Indo-China. Singapore is 
of • equal strategic importance f or the labor · 
m9vement as the part it plays as a central 
outpost to British imperialism . T o have dele­
gates f rom this strategic point pledging the 
adherence of their organizations will greatly 
strengthen the position of th e Pan-Pacifi c 
T rade U nion Movem ent. 

The C on fere nce was not unconnected with 
th e main body at Vladivostok as the same 
questions were being discussed in both C on­
f erences. H owever, due to the illegal situa­
tion which made it necessa ry to end the 
Shanghai C on fe rence insid e three days, it 
would leave th e resolutions on the impe~ia lis t 
war danger and the fi ght against interna­
tional ref ormism wholly to the Vladivostok 
C onfe rence and confin e itself to: ( 1) the 
R eport of the Secretariat, (2) Sino-Russian 
crisis, (3) fi ght against reformism in the 
colonial and semi-colonial countries, ( 4) f ac­
tory committees, ( 5) mig ration problems, 
(6) the organization of the unemployed, 
(:7) youth <ln d the trade unions,_ (8) the or~ 
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ga nization of women and children, and (9) 
the strengthening of the Filipino trade 
UniOnS. 

An obvious contrast existed be't\veen the 
bourgeois character of reformist trade union 
conferences in colonies and semi-colonies and 
the proletarian character of the P .P. T. U. 
Conference. The reform ist conferences were 
largely made up of self-appointed ~u1d se-l-f­
seeking "delegates" who had the backing of 
both the imperialists and their respective gov­
ernments as well as every employer, while · 
th e Shanghai section of the P.P .T .U . Con­
ference was almost totally represented by 
actual workers either elected directly by 
workers' , conferences ;or by their respective 
executives. 

\\.1 

The Conf ercnce included seamen, wharf 
laborers, rubber, timber, m etal and clerical 
workers, a barber, a teacher, and the Chair­
man of the All-China Federation of L abor 
(only the latter being a paid official of the 
tra.de union movement). 

With the exception of the Philippines, all 
came from trade unions w hich were forced 
to exist secretJy_ due to persecution and white 

. t~rro r, intl icted upon them because of their 
.,strenuous fight against imperialist exploi tation 
in th eir respective countries. E•ach delegate 
is given every opportunity to fully discuss 
every point, in contrast to the railroading of 
decisions which goes on at conferences of 
p~of,ess i onal officials at reformist conferences. 

; . C:. 

101 

A Pledge to the Soviet 'T'\oilers 
from the -w·orkers of the Far East 

( T he Shanghai Section of the Pa:n-Pacific T t·ade Union Conference adopted the fol­

lowing telegram to be sent through the R ed Tnternational of Labor Unions to the prole­

tariat anrl peasantt-y of the Soviet Union) . 

TO THE ·woR K E RS AND PE ASANTS OF THE U.S.S.R. 

The delega tes assembl ed at the P.P.T.U. 
Conference at Shanghai from China, 
J apan, J ava , Sumatra, Singapo re, Philip­
pines, pledge themselves to fight against 
the se izure of the C.E.R. and imperialist 
~ ttacks on th e U.S.S .R. '\iV c reali ze · the 
attacks on th e U.S .S.R. it r e clite.ct!!d :_~gair?st 

the struggle of all oppressed peoples, the 
international working class and that Soviet 
Russia is in the front line of struggle. We 
will organize the workers and peasants 
of our countries for international unity, to 
fight against imperialist war, for indepen­
dence and to defend th e U.S.S.R . 

. " The. C onference'Presidium , 
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Malay Labor Steps Onto 
the World Arena 

(Extracts from the Reports of Delegates from Sumatra, lava, and from the Nanyang 

Federation of Labor of the Malay Peninsula, at the ((Second Section" of the P . P. T. U. 

Conference, Shanghai, given in the First Day of the Conference, following the Report of 

the Secretariat). 

J N the course of the reports, the delegates, 
by their discussion of the changed eco­

nomic situation since the World War, proved 
how closely they study world capitalism, and 
thus refute the slander of imperialism as to 
the alleged "backward" nature of the Mal­
ayan toilers. Both the delegates from Su­
matra and J ava related how: 

"British and Dutch imperialists are co­
operating very closely in their efforts to main­
tain their exploiting positions in Malay, for 
not only do these two powers invade Java, 
Sumatra, etc., but Japan, America and France 
are also attempting to increase their exploita­
tion in these Islands and the Malay Penin­
sular. 

"The hostility between the groups contend­
ing for powers in our countries becomes 
greater, but everyone suppresses the masses 
and their trade unions and proletarian parties. 
They have deported the militant leaders of 
the workers' organizations to unpopulated Is­
lands since the rebellion in Indonesia in 1926, 
and, anyone who may attempt a visit to their 
deported friends are never allowed to return. 

" In Sumatra the Anti-Imperialist League 
plays a big role among the peasantry, but 
the suppression of the trade unions makes it 
difficult to struggle even for better conditions. 

"Dutch imperialists are sending reformists 
to our countri es to fight against militant trade 
unionism, and while they are doing some 
damage to the trade union movement, they 
cannot succeed because the masses are still 

under the influence of the Proletarian Party.'' 
A most interesting contribution came from 

a delegate of the Nanyang Federation of 
Labor from Malay Peninsula. We give his 
statement verbatim: 

"The terrible conditions inflicted by the 
British imperialists are almost beyond descrip­
tion. The economic depression which has 
hit the mining and rubber industries only in­
tensifies the horrible conditions which have 
always existed in the Peninsula. It was these 
awful conditions and the influence of the 
Chinese R evolution that caused the workers 
to organize the Nanyang Federation of Labor 
in 1926. · 

"We have only been able to hold our 
annual congresses in 1926 and 192 7. The 
British oppression was too great in 1928 and 
now they have forced us into an illegal ex­
istence by their terroristic tactics. 

"The British have imported many reform­
ist trade unionists who hold positions con­
structing the new naval base. They are using 
them to undermine our membership in Sing­
apore by doing reformist propaganda among 
the workers. But the conditions are too bad 
for their reformist ideology to have any 
effect. 

BRITISH WORKERS! TAKE NOTE J 

"We must do propaganda among the work­
ers in imperialist countries. They must be 
told that British imperialism desperately tries 
to hold its position of world dominance, as 
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all other imperialists do, by intensifying the 
exploitation of the colonial peoples. The 
larger the volume of wealth extracted by 
cheap labor in the colonies the more easy 
it is for British imperialists to pay their debts 
and cover their trade deficits. 

"Without this exploitation British imper­
ialism would be ended quickly. The masses 
of Britain must be brought into close cooper­
ation with colonial workers, so they can joint­
ly deliver themselves from imperialist ex­
ploitation. We will do our share in face of 
great oppression. What we need is a united 
front of all nationalities, for we are ill­
treated not only by one group of exploiters, 
but by all their allies both native and foreign. 

"The Chinese employers at Singapore have 
formed a branch of the Canton Mechanics 
Union (a fascist organization) which uses 
threats of violence if the workers strike, but 
we have struck and increased wages in some 
instances in spite of our illegal position. The 
P.P.T.U.S. must assist us to make our Feder­
ation the leading mass organization in Nany­
ang (Malaya); we must extend our organ­
ization among the seamen, miners, rubber, 
1 ail way and dock workers. We realize the 
importance of the mining and rubber indus­
tries which are Government (British) owned. 
Therefore a strike in these industries is a 
strike against the Government (imperialism) . 
In this way we shall fight imperialism and 
its reformist allies. We made propaganda 

against both on May 1 and protested against 
the imperialists sending reformists to Nany­
ang. 

THE P.P.T.U.S. MUST HELP 

"But there are many nationalities among 
the workers of Nan yang. We have already 
drafted a program of demands, but the P.P. 
T. U.S. must help us to perfect this program. 
The time has arrived to form committees of 
action, to call united front conferences, in- . 
eluding all nationalities. 

"Our difficulty is to find efficient organ­
izers; therefore the P.P.T. U.S. must arrange 
to send workers from imperialist countries to 
help us. We must send workers from India 
to work am,ong the indentured Indian labor, 
who are most difficult to organize, and who 
only receive 40 Malay cents a day. This is 
the only way to fight imperialism." 

Comment is unnecessary regarding the 
above. It is clearly shown how imperialism 
works to deepen its exploitation and the state­
ment proves this worker knows how to deal 
with it. . Another Singapore delegate stated 
that he thought every worker knew that 
British imperialism in Malay Peninsula was 
the real enemy and the class consciousness of 
the masses was rising. "We must realize," 
he said, "that without the overthrow of im­
perialism; colonial peoples cannot become 
free, so this should be our objective." 
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On the S.truggle of the Trade Unions 
. Against Imperialism 

.:,; 

" The foLLoWing zs tiM speech 0 r th~ chairman of the A U-C h·ina .. L abor Federation at 

th~. <<second Sec'iiO~z" ( Shanghai ) of the II Pan Pacific Trade Union C onference. This 

speech, the PA N -PACIFIC M ONTH[Y rega~·ds as one of the most v a:luable contributions 

to, the line _o f ·struggle that must be fo llow ed by · 'the · trade unions of colonial and semi­

colonial countries, and a guide to action, as well, .of the revolutionary labor movement of 

the imperialist nations. I t is especially worthy of study by the trade unions of I ndia at the 

~;s~t nio1nent .__:_Editor. 

T HE biggest danger in our struggle for 
independence is a lack of understanding 

of our ultimate obj ective. If we think the 
national bourgeoisie will fi ght f or indepen­
den ce it is well to draw lessons from the 
Chinese R evolution. The same elements and 
forces are at work in all other colonial coun­
tries, and al ready the betrayal of the indepen­
dence movem ent is a f act in many countries. 

The Indian, Indonesian and Philippiu e 
bourgeoisie have deserted the struggle f or a 
m iserable share in imperialist exploitation, arid 
for petty administrative and governmental 
positions under imperialist dictatorship. 

But these traitors w ill continue to speak of 
national interests in order to keep the workers 
and peasants from fighting f or their class in­
ter ests which is the objective in the struggle 
f or national independence. Unless we realize 
this, then we shall never get national indepen­
dence, and only the workers and peasants are 
capable of accomplishing this task, as we have 
learned from our experiences from 1925 to . 
1927. , 

REF ORMIST- F ASCISM 

W e must realize the preparation for im­
perialist war is coupled with the suppression 
of militant trade unions and with greater ex­
ploitation of the colonial peoples. The life 
of imperialism depends upon this, and the 
national bourgeoisie become their running 
dogs, f or they are not prepared to risk their 

position in a struggle with imperialism. The 
suppression in China is greater than in other 
countries and we have lost m ore than 100,000 
of our best fi ghters in the last two years. This 
is also connected w ith the preparations for 
war. 

But the imperialists and the national bour­
geoisie know they cannot completely crush 
our trade union movem ent, there£ ore they 
organize their own r eformist •. and fascist 
unions. This has happened in China and is 
developing also in other countries. The Kuo­
mintang utilize all th e thieves they can mobil­
ize to <;hc;:at the -workers in their attempt to 
destroy our unions, and the Philippine re­
formists who refuse to agree with collective 
leadership are essentially the same elements 
who aim to destroy the solidarity of labor. 
ECONOMIC A ND POLITICAL : ONE STR UGGLE 

The attack made by Chaman L al at the 
last Indian Trade Union Congress, stating 
that the P .P .T.U. M ovement is a political 
organization, is also a m eans to split the 
w'orkei·s. 

N o activity can be disconnected from the 
political tasks of the working class. R esist­
ance to the capitalist offensive is highly pol­
itical, involving a struggle with capitalism. 
Chaman L al was trying to confuse the masses 
and stop the development of the mass move­
merit. 

In the colonies, where unions are illegal, 
it is easy to lead only economic struggles, but 
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this would lead to a narrowing down of the 
workers' movements and finally to the aban­
donment of the class struggle altogether. It 
leads to compulsory arbitration and finally 
to fascism. Only by fighting in political 
struggles can the workers defend their eco­
nomic demands. 

It is absolutely necessary to connect every 
political demand with the economic demands 
of the workers. The workers suffer terribly 
from imperialist exploitation and to develop 
the fight against imperialism we must develop 
the struggle for higher wages, shorter hours, 
better conditions, etc. The same applies to 
our fight against the attacks upon the U.S. 
S.R., against imperialist war danger, and for 
national independence. 

In countries where the trade unions are 
made illegal, it is ridiculous to speak of being 
non-political. We must demand the right 
to organize, strike, picket, and hold meetings, 
etc. We must demand a free workers' press 
and a free expression of opinion. This is 
the elementary struggle for political rights, 
which we must have to assist in developing a 
struggle for economic demands. In fact 
Chama n Lal does the political propaganda 

In a Shang!tai silk factory. 

of the British imperialists while his ally, tJ1 e 
Labor Government, shoots down the Indian 
workers. 

There is a great need for consolidating our 
trade unions organizationally. We should 
centralize the movement from the bottom 
to the top, and only in our unions can the 
workers have a democratic expression of their 
opm10ns. To strengthen our trade unions 
we must adopt national programs of im­
mediate demands. These must include higher 
wages, shorter hours, better treatment and 
conditions, abolition of child labor, abolition 
of night work for the youth and women, 
social and unemployed relief, holidays, etc. 

We must build factory committees which 
must · become the basis of industrial unions, 
amalgamate sectional unions into class unions, 
create united front struggles for immediate 
demands and against reformist traitors with 
the workers in centrist and right wing 
unions, organize the unorganized workers, as 
well as the unemployed, etc. 

By this activity we shall win the masses 
to fight against the united front of the im­
perialists, reformists and their colonial watch­
dogs. 

Note tfte cltild slaves. 
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To the Workers and Peasants of the Pacific 
Area 

Manifesto of the Shanghai-aSecond Section" of the Pan-Pacifi c Trade Union Con­

ference) 

FELLOW WORKERS: The delegates 
assembled in Shanghai at the Pan-Pacific 

Trade Union Conference draw the attention 
of the workers and peasants of all countries 
around the Pacific to the dangerous situation 
caused by the Chinese militarists seizing the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. This railway is 
of great strategic importance to Soviet Rus­
sia. It is an international railway which con­
nects Soviet territory at two important points 
of the boundary of the Workers' and Peas­
ants' Republic and Manchuria. It is the di­
rect route from Europe to the Soviet port 
of Vladivostok. 

From 1918 to 1920 inclusive, the armed 
forces of almost every imperialist nation oc­
cupied Vladivostok and invaded Siberia, in­
cluding the forces of Britain, U. S. A. and 
Japan. They tried to crush the Russian Revo­
lution in conjunction with other armies which 
were operating on many fronts in Russia. 
But the Russian workers and peasants armed 
themselves and fought off these invaders­
they defeated them decisively. 

As a result of the victory of the Russian 
workers and peasants over these imperialist 
forces and counter-revolutionary Russian 
white guard armies, the various nationalities 
within the old Czarist Empire obtained na­
tional autonomy. The nationalities entered 
freely into the Soviet Union in accordance 
with decisions of the All-Russian Congress 
of Soviets subscribed to by delegates from 
these now autonomous nationalities. This in­
cluded the Far Eastern Republic which was 
created, and which is now governed by the 
workers and peasants. 

All these autonomous units now constitute 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Po­
litically and economically all are united and 

freely accept democratic centralization and 
control of their interests. Every means of 
strengthening the Soviet Union and defend­
ing every front on the Soviet borders is de­
cided by collective decisions of every Soviet 
Republic. 

Behind this border exists onewsixth of the 
world which is very rich in natural resources. 
The autonomous Soviet Republics or national­
ities cannot be exploited by the imperialists. 
They stand as a world example of the free 
cooperation of many small nationalities for 
the common interests of all, free and un­
hampered by imperialist exploitation. The 
very existence of the Soviet Union therefore 
stands as the challenge to imperialist powers, 
and imperialism is weakened to the extent 
that Socialist economy is developed within 
the Soviet Republics. Therefore the imperi­
alists never cease their intrigues and attacks 
on every front of the Soviet border, from 
the Baltic to the Pacific, and preparations 
for further attacks are always being devel­
oped. 

FRIEND AND ALLY OF ALL OPPRESSED 

Not only has the Russian Revolution freed 
the minorities within the Soviet Union, but 
the Soviet Government is a friend of all 
oppressed colonial and semi-colonial peoples. 
Their diplomacy and tactics are based on 
weakening imperialism and assisting and de­
fending the weak nations and helping them 
in their struggle for independence. The in­
dustrial and political organizations of the 
Soviet workers and peasants also make inter­
national fighting alliances with the organized 
workers' and peasants' organizations in every 
country. · •·· 

In accordance w ith this policy the Soviet 
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Union relinquished to China all special privi­
leges, territorial, economic and political. Con­
cessions, consular courts and jurisdictional 
rights were all given up which were obtained 
with Czarist gunboats and bayonets. In fact 
the Soviet Union is the front line of the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples and the 
world proletariat against the exploiting im­
perialists and their allies, such as Chiang Kai­
;hek, etc. 

This international railway, the C. E. R., 
which the Soviet Union did not plan or con­
struct, was designed and controlled entirely 
by the Czarists before the revolution. But it 
is a railroad that economically, politically and 
n1ilitarily can now be used by the enemies 
of the workers and peasants to attack the 
U. S. S. R. But notwithstanding this fact 
the Soviet Union signed a treaty in 1924 to 
relinquish fifty per cent of the management 
to the Chinese in accordance with the avowed 
policy which led to the renunciation of all 
Czarist special rights and privileges; provision 
was made in the Treaty for giving the rail- · 
way to China. 

The Soviet Union must safeguard the revo­
lution which has enabled the Soviet workers 
to obtain the seven-hour day, social benefits, 
pensions, annual holidays, etc. and has given 
full use of the land to the peasants and driven 
out the landlords. 

AN ATTACK BY IMPERIALISM 

Since this 1924 Treaty was signed the 
Chinese National Revolution has been be­
trayed by the vacillating bourgeoisie and the 
militarist cliques. They have become more 
and more the puppets and tools of the im­
perialist powers. It is under the instructiom 
of imperialists the Chinese counter-revolu­
tionaries raided Soviet Consulates, murdered 
Consular officials at Canton, arrested thou­
sands of Soviet citizens and have violated the 
1924 Treaty and seized the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. 

By these attacks each imperialist power 
agrees to harass and prepare further attacks 
upon the U. S. S. R. Simultaneously with 
this attack against the only workers' and 
peasants' State, the Chinese militarists at-

tempt to wipe out the reforms and workers' 
privileges established by pressure being 
brought to bear upon the Chinese by the So­
viet management, which included the eight­
hour day, insurance benefits, etc. 

By this violation of treaties signed with 
the Soviet workers' and peasants' government 
do the imperialists aim to strengthen China? 
Emphatically No! The imperialists are only 
united on one point in policy-the attack on 
the U. S. S. R. as the vanguard of the 
world proletariat and the oppressed peoples. 
They all have conflicting interests in China 
and while intensively preparing to make war 
on each other they all hope to obtain greater 
privileges while the cliques and traitors to 
. China are occupied with doing the dirty work 
for the very powers who enslave the Chinese 
peoples. 

Japan strengthens her military forces in 
Manchuria, extends her influence and tight­
ens her grip on Northern China. Britain and 
Japan conspire together and separately with 
the different militarists, and inspire militarist 
wars to keep China divided. The motive 
of each of these two powers is to strengthen 
their own special interests. 

The agents of American imperialists have 
influence with the Nanking clique and urge 
them to attack the U. S. S. R. Their inter­
ests being opposite to England and Japan, 
they hope to assist the Nanking clique to 
draw Northern China under their influence, 
thereby simultaneously weakening Chang 
Hsueh-liang, the protege of Japan and 
strengthening the relative position of U. S. 
imperialism. Thus while all imperialist pow­
ers utilize Chinese counter-revolutionaries to 
attack the U. S. S. R. they are all at the 
same time actuated by their desire to extend 
and deepen their exploitation of the Chinese 
workers and peasants. 

TO THE DEFENSE OF THE U. S. S. R. 

Therefore this section of the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference, composed of dele­
gates from China, Japan, Philippines, Java, 
Sumatra, Malay Peninsula, in the name of 
the militant organized toiling masses of the 
Pacific area, call upon the workers and peas~ 
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Union relinquished to China all special privi­
leges, territorial, economic and political. Con­
cessions, consular courts and jurisdictional 
rights were all given up which were obtained 
with Czarist gunboats and bayonets. In fact 
the Soviet Union is the front line of the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples and the 
world proletariat against the exploiting im­
perialists and their allies, such as Chiang Kai­
;hek, etc. 

Tbis international railway, the C. E. R., 
which the Soviet Union did not plan or con­
struct, was designed and controlled entirely 
by the Czarists before the revolution. But it 
is a railroad that economically, politically and 
m'llitarily can now be used by the enemies 
of the workers and peasants to attack the 
U. S. S. R. But notwithstanding this fact 
the Soviet Union signed a treaty in 1924 to 
relinquish .fifty per cent of the management 
to the Chinese in accordance with the avowed 
policy which led to the renunciation of all 
Czarist special rights and privileges; provision 
was made in the Treaty for giving the rail- · 
way to China. 

The Soviet Union must safeguard the revo­
lution which has enabled the Soviet workers 
to obtain the seven-hour day, social benefits, 
pensions, annual holidays, etc. and has given 
full use of the land to the peasants and driven 
out the landlords. 

AN ATTACK BY IMPERIALISM 

Since this 1924 Treaty was signed the 
Chinese National Revolution has been be­
trayed by the vacillating bourgeoisie and the 
militarist cliques. They have become more 
and more the puppets and tools of the im­
perialist powers. It is under the instructions 
of imperialists the Chinese counter-revolu­
tionaries raided Soviet Consulates, murdered 
Consular officials at Canton, arrested thou­
sands of Soviet citizens and have violated the 
1924 Treaty and seized the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. 

By these attacks each imperialist power 
agrees to harass and prepare further attacks 
upon the U. S. S. R. Simultaneously with 
this attack against the only workers' and 
peasants' State, the Chinese militarists at-

tempt to wipe out the reforms and workers' 
privileges established by pressure being 
brought to bear upon the Chinese by the So­
viet management, which included the eight­
hour day, insurance benefits, etc. 

By this violation of treaties signed with 
the Soviet workers' and peasants' government 
do the imperialists aim to strengthen China? 
Emphatically No! The imperialists are only 
united on one point in policy-the attack on 
the U. S. S. R. as the vanguard of the 
world proletariat and the oppressed peoples. 
They all have conflicting interests in China 
and while intensively preparing to make war 
on each other they all hope to obtain greater 
privileges while the cliques and traitors to 
. China are occupied with doing the dirty work 
for the very powers who enslave the Chinese 
peoples. 

Japan strengthens her military forces in 
Manchuria, extends her influence and tight­
ens her grip on Nonhern China. Britain and 
Japan conspire together and separately with 
the different militarists, and inspire militarist 
wars to keep China divided. The motive 
of each of these two powers is to strengthen 
their own special interests. 

The agents of American imperialists have 
influence with the Nanking clique and urge 
them to attack the U. S. S. R . Their inter­
ests being opposite to England and Japan, 
they hope to assist the Nanking clique to 
draw Nonhern China under their influence, 
thereby simultaneously weakening Chang 
Hsueh-liang, the protege of Japan and 
strengthening the relative position of U. S. 
imperialism. Thus while all imperialist pow­
ers utilize Chinese counter-revolutionaries to 
attack the U. S. S. R. they are all at the 
same time actuated by their desire to extend 
and deepen their exploitation of the Chinese 
workers and peasants. 

TO THE DEFENSE OF THE U. S. S. R. 

Therefore this section of the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference, composed of dele­
gates from China, Japan, Philippines, Java, 
Sumatra, Malay Peninsula, in the name of 
the militant organized toiling masses of the 
Pacific area, call upon the workers and peas~ 
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Down with the Kuomintang executioners 
of the Chinese workers and peasants! 

Down with war on the Soviet Union! 
Down with all imperialists and their trai­

torous allies who prepare intervention against 
the Workers' and Peasants' State! 

Down with preparations for imperialist war 
which will be centered in the Pacific! 

Long live unity of workers and peasants! 

10 

Long live the struggles for national inde­
pendence under the leadership of the work­
ers and peasants! 

Long live the Soviet Union! 

Presidium, Second Section, Second Pan­

Pacific Trade Union Conference. 

Shanghai, September, 1929. 

, I 

Japanese Imperialist Maneuvers and the 
Strategy of the Kyogikai 

A Japanese delegate of the Kyogikai (Jap­
anese Council of Trade Unions) pointed 

out at the "Second Section" of the P.P.T.U. 
Conference at Shanghai, how the terrific per­
secution of the revolutionary unions of Japan 
was a means of Japanese imperialism in its 
effort to overcome imperialist difficulties, as 
well as being a part of the preparations for 
war, directed to the same end. Extracts 
from his repgrt follows: 

"In Jawnese factories producing war mat­
erials, wages are higher than in other in­
dustries, but rationalization is intensifying 
labor conditions. War industries were wqrk­
ing continuously." 

He connected the Japanese colonization of 
China with the attempts to obtain raw mater­
ials (coal and iron) to build up war indus­
tries in Japan. The policy of the so-called 
Liberal Government is no different from the 
Tanaka policy. Suppression of the trade 
unions is just as ruthless. The domestic 
p~licy of "thrift" can only result in still 
furtl'l<fr worsening conditions of labor. 

The foreign policy of invading China had 
not changed and like all so-called Liberal 
governments, they carried out the policy of 
t:he financiers which did not change with a 
change in the personnel of governments. . 

"The decline of capitalism not only made 
for greater suppression of the working class 
and peasantry, but also for keener competition 

among imperialist groups and greater ex­
ploitation and suppression of the colonial and 
weak nations. This is why Japan seeks to 
consolidate its position in Manchuria and to 
colonize inner Mongolia. 

"The Japanese reformists practice their 
chauvinistic policies among the workers in 
order to split the workers' movement. They 
told the Japanese workers they were greater 
and wiser than the Koreans and in this way 
developed nationalism, which was a means 
to continue imperialist oppression in Korea. 
But the Kyogikai unions organized Koreans 
in Japanese trade unions. 

"The attempt to form an Asiatic Labor 
Conference was the desire of Japanese im­
perialists who have been utilizing Suzuki & 
Co. for many years to create such an organ­
ization. It was impossible before, but now 
that the P.P.T.U. movement has spread its 
influence among the masses of Asia, Suzuki 
has also the aid of international reformism 
centred in Amsterdam, as well as the aid of 
the Labor Office of the League of Nations, 
dominated by British and French imper­
ialism. 

"It is therefore necessary to create a closer 
working alliance between all Asiatic workers 
centred in the P.P.T.U. movement. This 
is the way to prepare to fight the War danger 
and attacks on the Soviet Union." 
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Practical w·ays to Defend the Soviet union 
At the Shanghai ccsecond Section" of the II Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference a 

resolution was introduced by a l apanese delegate dealing with the Sino-Soviet e1·isis. We 
give herewith a digest of the discussion and the decisions adopted on the subject.-Editor. 

THE discussion was begun by the Japanese 
delegate who introduced the resolution: 

He pointed out that the seizure of the 
C.E.R. was an act in which the imperialist 
powers were all implicated. Japan supports 
the Kuomintang reactionaries in their attack 
on the U.S.S.R. while at the same time con­
solidating its own position and expanding its 
military occupation in Manchuria. Each im­
perialist power utilizes the Chinese militar­
ists to attack the U.S.S.R. to disturb the peace­
ful development of socialist economy of the 
Workers and Peasants State, and to occupy 
China in war with the Soviet Union, while 
they deepen the imperialist exploitation of the 
Chinese people. 

They see in Soviet Russia the defender of 
the oppressed colonial peoples and the front 
line of the world proletariat. This is why 
the imperialists use their willing tools, Chiang 
Kai-shek, Chang Hsueh-liang, etc., to deliver 
blows at the Soviet Union. In Japan, due 
to suppresson and terrorism we had not been 
able to call mass meetings, but they had dis­
tributed leaflets in the factories, printed ar­
ticles jn the press, raised discussions in the 
trade union branches. 

It was suggested that the unions affiliated 
to the P.P.T.U. movement inform the work­
ers about the conditions existing in the Soviet 
Union as compared with the terrible exploi­
tation in other capitalist countries: the 7-hour 
day, that wages are going up while they are 
being reduced in all other countries, that the 
workers have free medical attention, social 
and maternity benefits, free milk for chil­
dren, pensions, yearly holidays with full pay, 
free clubs and amusement centres, etc. 

Many of these benefits were given the 
workers on the Chinese Eastern Railway due 
to the Soviet side of the management pressing 

for these reforms for the Chinese workers. 
The existence of these conditions was irritat­
ing to the exploiting imperialists and very 
desirable for the workers, and the interna­
tional working class must assist in defending 
them. 

All the delegates agreed that the Soviet 
Government had demonstrated its friendship 
to China in giving up all the Czarist conces­
sions and rights in China, which were ex­
tracted with bayonets. But the Soviet work­
ers and peasants were not prepared to allow 
the imperiaiists to use the C.E.R. for making 
incursions upon the Revolution. Therefore 
they must maintain some control on the C.E. 
R. until China was ruled by other persons 
than the willing tools of the imperialists. 
To leave the Soviet Union exposed on any 
front would not only invite attacks from the 
imperialist powers, but would be treasonable 
to the international working class movement. 
But the Soviet forces were ably defending 
their border against attacks from both the 
Chinese troops and White Guard Russians, 
who were supported by the Chinese militarists. 

However, not sufficient was done by the 
international working class to force the Chin­
ese tools of the imperialist powers to cease 
their war against Soviet Russia. The war 
on the Chinese front was part of the general 
policy of attacking the U.S.S.R. on every 
geographic, economic and diplomatic front 
which was world-wide in its scope and ac­
tion. 

Therefore the world proletariat should 
develop counter-action and deliver blows on 
every imperialist front. The imperialists are 
only waiting for the opportune moment for 
intervention when they will commence in­
vading the Soviet Union on every front. To 
wait until war further extends will be disas-
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trous. In order to prepare the workers now 
for immediate action the resolution was un­
animously carried which included the follow­
ing tasks: 

(a) The organization of a broad mass 
campaign in every factory, trade union and 
in every workers' organization to explain the 
imperialist and Kuomintang policy of war 
~gainst the Soviet Union : 

( b) enlist the whole workers' press in the 
campaign: 

(c) organization of powerful protest de­
monstrations: 

(d) the building of inter-trade union 
and f actory committees for the defense of 
Soviet Russia: 

(e) publication of popular literature for 
mass distribution: 

(f) the building of special committees of 
the transport workers to prevent the transport­
ation of troops and munitions against Soviet 
Russia: 

(g) the building of special committees 
in the arsenals, chemical wqrks, etc., for the 
prevention of production of war materials for 
the fight against Soviet Union. 

I• 01 

To theW orkers and Peasants of India 

From the D elegates at the Shanghai C onference of the Pan-Pacific Trade Unions. 

D EAR FELLOW WORKERS: 

The delegates assembled at the Second 
Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference in 
Shanghai greet the struggling workers and 
peasants of India. We have watched the 
gallant fights put up by the textil e workers 
of Bombay and Bengal, the _railwaymen and 
the metal workers, as well as the oil work­
ers, etc. 

The British imperialists are alarmed at 
you~ic ~s, and therefore have be- . 
.come desperatea nd try to stop your devel­
oping militant rrwvement by attempting to 
fortify themselves for further. suppression by 
vicious legal measures. They utilize the Pub­
] ic Safety Bill, the anti-Trade Union Act, 
the anti-Picketing Ordinances, etc. to prevent 
freedom of speech, press or public meeting. 
They invade trade union offices, make raids 
upon the homes of trade union officials, steal 
documents and funds, arrest India's best 
fighters and charge them with conspiracy, etc. 

These acts all add to the existing tyranny \ 
and are all done to prevent the organization 
of strong trade unions and peasant organiza­
tions, which are necessary to fight against the I 
most ruthless exploiters and oppressors of co­
lonial peoples, the British imperialists. 

MEERUT-A SYMBOL 

The determination and magnificent con­
duct of your leaders, who defy the British 
tyrants, many of whom are now on trial in 
Meerut, we take as a manifestation of the 
spirit and the bravery of the Indian masses. 
The defiant attitude of the class war prison­
ers in the District Court of Meerut the work­
ers and peasants everywhere must emulate, 
and which constitutes the answer to the Brit­
ish imperialists and their so-called Labor gov­
ernment who persecute the fighting leaders 
of the Indian labor movement. 

Comrades and Fellow Workers : This very 
British "Labor Government" that continues 

-its violent suppression in-I~ in 1929 shot 
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down the striking i:nill workers of Bombay 
in 1924. The cabinet ministers of Mac­
Donald's government are all officials of the 
British "Labor Party" and many of them 
are national officials of important British 
trade unions. Together with other European 
traitors they dominate also the L abor and 
Socialist International and the International 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

Therefore the policy of these political and 
trade union m ov.em ents is the policy of the 
British imperialists. This is why the · British 
Trade Union Council refused direct assist­
ance to the 1,000,000 locked-out British min­
ers and betrayed the workers in the General 
Strike in 1926, and why Mr. W alter Citrine, 
Secretary of the British Trade Union Con­
gress, now denounces the Girni Kamgar 
Union for its gallant and tenacious struggle 
against British and native mill owners. 

TRAITORS IN THE INDIAN TRADE UNIONS 

But unfortunately these British traitors 
also have supporters in the Indian trade union 
movement . N. M. J oshi is a collaborator of 
the imperialists and their treacherous British 
reformists within the British Labor Party. 
While r ecently attending the I. L. 0. Con­
ference of the League of N ations, which is 
also an agency of imperialism, Joshi urged 
the International Labor Office to extend its 
influence in India. 

H e bewailed the fact that Albert Thomas 
did not visit India during his tour of the Far 
East, when he conspired with the imperialist 
agents of the various powers who are execut­
ing trade unionists and suppressing the trade 
unions. He also urged that the ideals of 
Geneva must be used to oppose "other influ­
ences" ( the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Move­
ment) "which is m aking a strong appeal to 
the imagination" of the workers and peasants 
of the East. 

This invitation to the imperialists to send 
their agents to India brands Joshi and his 
associates to be treacherous traitors. This is 
why he opposes the tactics and policy of the 
Girni K amgar and other militant unions, and 
no doubt assists Citrine of the British Trade 
Union Council in his a ttack upon the loyal 

officers of the Girni K amgar Union. While 
British imperialists persecute, imprison and at­
tempt to send Comrades Dange, Alivi and 
thirty others to prison for life, these Gov­
ernment agents and spies in the British and 
Indian Trade Union Congresses, are together 
conspiring and trying to destroy the militant 
Indian unions which your loyal officers are 
defending in Meerut District Court and for 
which they are laying down their lives. 

J OSHI-A PET OF IMPERIALISM 

Comrades: We can see why the Indian 
G overnment appoints Joshi to the imperialist 
I. L. 0. Conference while they imprison 
Dange and his colleagues. We know why 
the British India Office appointed him a 
member of the Legislative Assembly. Joshi 
is appointed as a loyal suppQrter of British 
imperialism, British exploitation, British 
txranny, and all the anti-imperialist phrases 
uttered by him are a means of deceiving you. 
They are used in order that he m ay remain 
in your ranks to oppose a militant policy 
which alone can win againSt the capitalist 
offensive, and obtain higher wages, shorter 
hours, etc. 

During the recent I. L. 0. Conference at 
Geneva, Messrs. Joshi, Matsoka Komakichi 
(the latter being the Government agent for 
Japan in the Trade Union movement), and 
other r eformists held meetings to develop 
plans to split the P an-Pacific Trade Union 
Movement. They hope to realize their Asi­
atic Labor Conference which was also agreed 
to by Chaman Lal. This scheme to isolate 
the Asiatic workers from the P . P. T. U. 
movement will not succeed if the Indian 
workers join the Chinese, Javan, Malayans, 
] apanese, Filipinos, K oreans, Formosans, etc. 
who are all strenuously resisting this imperi­
alist maneuvre. 

This attack upon the Pan-Pacific trade 
union movement is part of the attack m ade 
upon the Girni Kamgar and other Indian 
unions. You will note the same united front 
against the Pan-Pacific trade union movement 
as exists against you; the imperialists, the 
British trade union and Labor Party officials, 
the "Amsterdam" and I. L. 0. renegades, 
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the reactionary native and bourgeois "lead­
ers" of the Indian Trade Union Council. 
Therefore it is clear that every militant or­
ganization in India must join the P. P. T. U. 
Movement. 

You must also rally your forces for the 
next Indian Trade Union Congress. Every 
militant organization must send its delegates 
to the Trade Union Congress, instructed to 
vote for affiliation to the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat. You can stop the attempt 
to isolate the Asiatic workers by joining with 
us in the only real fighting organization in 
the Pacific area. 

A MIGHTY ARMY OF LABOR 

The P. P. T. U. S. has obtained affiliation 
of almost every important trade union move­
ment around the .Pacific. Our movement 
embodies more than fourteen million organ­
ized workers and peasants with an ever-ex­
tending influence. This is why we are at­
tacked, and also a reason why the Indian 
trade unions should join the P. P. T. U. S. 
immediately. Don't wait for the affiliation 
of the Indian Trade Union Congress; indi­
vidual unions in India are invited to join. 

The policy of the P. P. T. U. movement 
is based upon a straight fight against all na­
tive and imperialist exploiters. We aim to 
develop a power strong enough to obtain a 
higher standard of living for all, especially 
the colonial workers and peasants. This can­
not be done unless we at the same time 
strengthen the trade unions and with a mili­
tant policy fight for complete independence 
of all colonial peoples, which implies driving 
every imperialist power from all colonial and 
semi-colonial countries. 

This is why we must also _oppose acceptance 
for India of a Dominion status within the 
British Empire. Nothing short of complete 
independence can bring relief to the Indian 
masses. We therefore see in this Dominion 
status a compromise with British imperialism 
because the bour eois leaders of the Congress 
{'arty and the. Indian Trade Union Congress 
are not prepared to fight for complete na­
tional independence. They are content with 
minor reforms that will give nothing to the 

masses, and at most only a few minor posi­
tions to the bourgeois reformists as a bribe 
~o them for their treason to the indepen~~~ 
_moxement. 

LEARN FROM THE LESSON OF CHINA 

The leading Indian reformists are travel­
ling the road the Chinese have trod. They 
are also afraid of the mass movement and 
their vacillations lead them into the camp of 
British imperialism. We also see already by 
the actions of Joshi and others that they are 
prepared to assist the British imperialists in 
'suppressing the masses and the militant trade 
umons. 

These same types in Japan, Indonesia, 
China, Malay Peninsula, etc. have already 
assisted in or directly executed, imprisoned, 
and deported thousands of the best leaders. 
If the Indian workers and peasants are to 
save themselves from the tortures the work­
ers of these other countries have gone through 
and are still suffering, you, the Indian work­
ers, must assume the leadership of the work­
ers and peasants and struggle for complete 
independence and against imperialist exploi­
tation. 

We, the delegates from Sumatra, Java, 
Malay States, Philippines, China, Japan, are 
in Conference in Shanghai because we have 
been prevented from reaching Vladivostok 
where the main part of the Second P. P. 
T. U. S. Conference is taking place. But 
although we know the delegates at Vladivo­
stok will pay much attention to India, we 
nevertheless appeal to you to join us in a 
united struggle with our common oppressors. 

We have made decisions to strengthen the 
militant unions; to build up factory commit­
tees; fight to release your arrested leaders; 
organize the unorganized workers; to pay 
special attention to organizing the youth, wo­
men and children; organize the unemployed; 
to fight for national independence; to fight 
imperialist war danger; to defend the Work­
ers' and Peasants' Republic of the Soviet 
Union; . to strengthen the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union l\t1ovement and to fight every reform­
ist attempt to create an imperialistic Asiatic 
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movement controlled by bourgeois reformists 
and imperialist agents. 

Down with all splitters and disrupters of 
the trade union movement! 

Down with British intriguers in India and 
their agents! 

Long live the militant Indian trade unions! 

Long live the struggle for complete inde­
pendence in India! 

Long live Pan-Pacific trade union unity! 

Long live World trade union unity! 

10 1 

Proletarian Advance in the Philippines 
THE struggle in the Philippine trade union 

movement which came to a head last May 
has been sharp but decisive-and decisively in 
favor of the policy of class struggle in line 
with the P.P.T.U.S. as against the reformist 
traitors seeking to turn the proletariat and 
peasantry backwards and away from struggle 
into class collaboration with the treacherous 
bourgeoisie, now completely the agent of 
American imperialism. 

We give below a summary of the Report 
of the Philippine delegation at the Shanghai 
-"Second Section"-of the II Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference. Since the Con­
ference, the reformists made an attempt to 
assassinate Comrade Crisanto Evangelista. 

* * * 
The Philippine delegation dealt with the 

split in the trade union movement there. They 
pointed out that the reformists were incapable 
of attracting the masses even though they 
had the backing of the Nacionalista and the 
Democratic Parties and U. S. imperialism. 

-~-------

Since the split the old C. 0. F. has been 
reduced to 8,000 members, while the Pro­
letarian Congress of Labor has attained a 
membership of over 40,000. 

The old C. 0. F. were now seeking to 
return on condition that the Chinese were 
excluded from the Proletarian C. of L. By 
this means they hope to split the workers 
again. But they will not be allowed to re­
turn for this is merely regarded as another 
maneuvre to do the dirty work of the na­
tional and imperialist exploiters. 

The delegate from the Philippine Chinese 
Labor Federation, which is part of the Pro­
letarian C. of L., pointed out: the Philippine 
Islands is not only a source of raw materials, 
etc., to American imperialism, but is a base 
from which imperialist penetration will be 
extended into the Orient. It is America's 
commercial and military base in the Far East, 
and this is the political understanding which 
the Filipino workers and peasants must learn 
in order to struggle for the independence of 
the Philippines and against imperialist war 
preparations. 
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Co-report on Struggle Against vVar 
and Imperialism 

By TING TAI-YEH-Vladivostok 

COMRADE Losovsky in his speech fully 
describes the perspectives of a new war 

in the Pacific Ocean and discussed in great 
detail the tasks confronting the revolutionary 
trade unions in the countries of the Pacific. 
I shall therefore only dwell on the role which 
China will play in the war on the Pacific 
Ocean; and most of all I shall discuss the 
question relating to the conflict on the Chinese 
Eastern Railway. 

Before the war the chief competitors for 
supremacy in China, were Czarist Russia, 
Germany, France, England, Japan and the 
United States. But now, after the world war, 
the main competitors are U.S.A., Japan and 
England; as you know, China has tremen­
dous sources of raw material as well as a 
great reservoir of cheap labor and it is for 
that reason that the imperialists are fighting 
for supremacy in China. 

England has penetrated China before any 
other power. Along the Pacific coast Eng­
land has built her ports and sphere of in-

. fluence and is at present straining all its ef­
forts to maintain its privileges in China. 
Japan also established its domination in South­
ern Manchuria, and is also doing all in her 
power to retain her supremacy. The United 
States entered China at a time when the 
country was already divided amongst the great 
imperialist powers; but the United States as 
the strongest imperialist power, is not only 
seeking markets for its products but also 
markets for investments of capital. It is for 
this reason that the United States is striving 
to penetrate China. As is well known, the 
United States already established its economic 
influence . in South · America, Canada, Aus­
tralia and other countries. But the United 
States is not satisfied with these achievements. 

In order to establish its supremacy in China 
the United States must defeat its competitors, 
Japan and England outside China. But this 
question cannot be solved in a peaceful way, 
it can only be solved by the means of war. 

There is an opinion in existence that the 
United States is helping the Chinese nation­
alist bourgeoisie to carry out the industrializa­
tion of the country. This opinion is a mis­
taken one; anyone that says this does not 
understand the real significance of imperialist 
politics and particularly the policy of the 
United States. We could cite many exam­
ples showing that the imperialists of the Uni­
ted States are also robing and enslaving the 
colonial nations no less than the imperialists 
of any other country. The Philippine Islands 
and many other islands belonging to the 
United States are in fact colonies which do 
not differ from the English colonies and the 
colonies of Japan. We know very well that 
the American bourgeoisie, far from being 
anxious to industrialize China, is interested in 
procuring raw materials for the industries of 
the United States. The American bourgeoisie 
wants markets for its industrial products as 
well as markets to invest its capital. When 
the American imperialists do in exceptional 
cases permit some industrialization in the col­
onies, this is done entirely for its own in­
terests. 

Comrades, American imperialists are fully 
aware of the fact that they can penetrate in 
China only by means of war. This they 
never forget. In recent years there were 
many rumors spread that the Americans will 
give loans to China. The Ame1ican govern­
ment is now paying very much attention to 
the Nanking militarists. Through that re­
cently some agreements were completed 
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which showed that the United States in the 
near future will give some loans to the Chin­
ese government, but what will these loans 
go fori 

The American imperialists have already 
mapped out their plans. They will build 
radio stations in Shanghai and other cities. 
They will build roads, aeroplane factories, 
etc. But can we call this industrialization? 
Of course not. The American are doing this 
in order to prepare military bases on the 
shores of the Pacific Ocean for future wars. 
At present it is true these institutions are of 
a commercial character, but we know very 
well that at any given moment all these insti­
tutions can be put on a military basis. 

At present the competition between Eng­
land and the United States is the most im­
portant problem in world politics. But 
this, comrades, does not in the least diminish 
the significance of the rivalry between Eng­
land and Japan. The American imperialists 
at present are not satisfied with the military 
agreement concluded between England and 
Japan. You know, comrades, that at the 
W ashington Conference ( 1922) the United 
States forced Japan and England to give up 
its military agreement concluded in 1902, and 
th e United States is uneasy about the re­
newal of this agreement. This is why the 
United States besides establishing its military 
bases in the Philippine Islands and other 
places on the Pacific, is also trying to build 
new military bases in China, in order to be 
able to successfully fight England and Japan. 
As far as J apan is concerned, she possesses 
a whole series of islands in the Pacific Ocean 
as well as an excellent military base in China 
and Formosa. 

England is the oldest i~perialist power 
and possesses military bases in the E'ast, be­
ginning from the M editerranean Sea through 
the R ed Sea and as f ar as Hong-Kong, but 
she is not satisfied even wilh that. She w ants 
to establish a further military base in China. 
This is clear from the :::greement concluded 
by England with the N:mking government, 
which shows that England wiH prepare of­
ficers for the fleet as well as increase the 
armies in the Pacific. 

Such, in brief, is the situation on the 

Pacific and the preparations of the great 
powers for a new clash. Remember the 
words of Lenin, who o;tated that as soon as 
the military power of the United States· will 
surpass that of England, then we will have 
a new war, and this analysis of the great 
teacher will soon be realized. An American 
naval officer of high rank only recently in 
a speech in New York declared that the 
United States is preparing for a war against 
England. But, comrades, we must also re­
member that this war is being prepared not 
only in order that the imperialists should fight 
among themselves, but also to fight the Soviet 
Union, to fi ght the emancipation of the colo­
nial and semi-colonial cour:tries. The imper­
ialists recognize that the mere existence and 
development of the Soviet Union is a men­
ace to the capitalist system of exploitation. 
They know very well the organic connection 
which exists between the militant republics 
of labor and the revolutionary movement in 
the colonial and semi-colonial countries. 

The imperialists in carrying out their plans 
will use the feudal landlords and the na­
tional bourgeoisie of the colonial and semi­
colonial countries. We know very well that 
the militarists in China \\.' ere helped by the 
imperialists and that until the present time 
England is supporting the patriarchal system 
in India. The great emancipation movement 
in the Eastern nations ;;ndangered the im­
perialist power, particularly the great revolu­
tion in China in the years 1925-192 7. 

Since that time the imperialists attempted 
to break the united front of the national 
bourgeoisie. The national bourgeoisie has at 
present passed into the camp of the counter­
revolutionaries. Since th«t time the national 
bourgeoisie cannot play any longer a revolu­
tionary role. She has become the tool in the 
hands of the imperialists against the revolu­
tionary movement. The present conflict on 
the Chinese Eastern R ailway is a provocation 
against the Soviet Union by the Nanking 
militarists, while carrying out the instruc­
tions of the imperialist powers. 

We know full well that without the help 
of the imperialists the Nanking militarists 
would never dare to attack the Soviet Union. 
We have in China a co!!tinual war between 
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the militarists. Some people think that the 
war between the Nanking government and 
the Kwangsi clique is a fight between the 
bourgeoisie and the feudal nobles. This is 
not so. This fight is a reflection of the 
struggle between E'ngland and the United 
States, which is now going on in China. 
Chiang Kai-shek is the tool of American 
imperialism, while the Kwangsi clique is the 
tool of British imperialism. Chiang Kai­
shek represents the big trading capitalists in 
the ports. He is therefore in great need of 
a united Chinese market. The Kwangsi 
clique represents the smaller traders and the 
feudals who are intere~ted mainly in the 
local markets. Besides this fight corresponds 
with the fight between the clash of English 
and American interests. America is pressing 
for the positions gained by England, while 
England is counter-attacking. When the 
war between the Nankmg and Kwangsi 
cliques ended it did not mean the unification 
of the country. The present period in China 
is very similar to the period of nine or ten 
years ago between the period when the first 
war ended another one will begin. As far 
as the conflict on the Chinese Eastern Rail­
way is concerned, we pointed out already that 
it is nothing more nor less than a provocation 
of the Chinese militarists acting on behalf 
of the Great Powers. On this question I 
would like to point out that France is very 
much' interested in this railway, is no less 
than any other power interested that the rail­
way · should not be controlled by the Soviet 
Government. W e know very well that 
French capital was invested in these railways. 
Japan also wants to gain the control of the 
railway because she has great interests thru 
Manchuria, which she wants to spread to 
Northern Manchuria. E~1gland, the oldest 
organizer of anti-Soviet attacks, is, of course, 
ready at any time and in any place to organ­
ize an attack against the Soviet Union. She 
also wants to use this railway in the fight 
against the Soviet Union. It also concerns 
America, for sh-e ·is very anxious to use this 
ra11way in her fight against the Soviet Union, 
as well as against Japan. 

We know very well that in Manchuria 
the United States plays an important rol e. 

America is greatly interested to invest capital 
in Manchuria. She is planning to establish 
an international banking control over the 
Chinese Eastern R:ailway under the influence 
of the United States. We must also recall 
the other conflicts of world imperialism 
against the Soviet Union, such as the raiding 
of the Embassy in Nanking, Shanghai, the 
closing of the Far Eastern Bank, etc. All 
these are part and parcel of the anti-Soviet 
plan which the imperialists have been prepar­
ing for quite a long time. 

Comrades, we want to declare from this 
platform that the present conflict on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway is not a conflict be­
tween th e toiling masses of China and the 
Soviet Union. On the contrary, this conflict 
helps to strengthen the fraternal connection 
between the masses of these two countries. 
This conflict represents a struggle between a 
world imperialism, the Kuomintang and the 
whole counter-revolution, on the one hand, 
and the Soviet Union, the toiling masses of 
China and of the whole world on the other 
hand. This is a conflict between these two 
great forces, the armies of revolution and 
counter-revolution. At present war has not 
been officially declared. The imperialists are 
using all their reactionary forces against the 
U .S.S.R. In case of war these reactionary 
forces will be used to a still greater extent 
and this will expose still more to the masses 
the role played by the national bourgeoisie, 
will show to the masses that it is no longer 
able to play any revolutionary role. Any­
one who still has illusions about the national 
bourgeoisie can only be regarded as an op­
portunist against whom we must carry on a 
merciless fight. 

What is the present condition of the 
worker and peasant organizations in the colo­
nies? We must state that at present the con­
dition of these organizations differs radically 
from that of five or six years ago. In 1922 
the Seamen's strike showed the strength of 
the Chin ese workers. The Chinese peasantry 
has manifested its power only in 1926. At 
present the Chinese R evolution is not in the 
same state of upheaval, but it is gathering its 
forces. That this is so can be proved by th e 
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following figures. In 1928, a year after 
the reaction in China, 239,000 people par­
ticipated in the strike movement iri Shanghai 
and in 1929, as you know, the workers and 
peasants dissatisfaction was growing from 
day to day. 

Last year the agrarian population suffered 
defeats in many districts, but in spite of this, 
in spite of the White Terror, the partisan 
movement in China is growing very fast . 
It is interesting to recall the following facts. 
The so-called Red Guard, which only two 
years ago had 2,000 people, has at present 
30,000 soldiers who are lead by the Com­
munists. This is a good illustration of the 
present development in China. As far as 
other countries of the Far East are concerned, 
you know that in Bombay and Calcutta the 
strike movement is growing from day to day. 
Thousands of workers are taking part in this 
movement. The hegemony of this move­
ment in the colonial and semi-colonial coun­
tries belongs to the workers and peasants, 
who are the real driving force. Therefore, 
in order successfully to carry on our fight 
against imperialism we must devote the great­
est attention possible to the organization of 
the workers and peasants. 

Besides, we also know that where the 
workers' organizations are strong, imperial­
ism is weak. For example, during the Shang­
hai strike the strike committee ordered that 
in order to trade with Canton one must get 
the permission of the strike committee and the 
American, Japanese, French and other im­
perialists were forced to submit to this order. 
In Hankow we had the example when the 
workers captured the English Concession, in 
Changsha, when the American oil company 
refused to function during the revolution, the 
workers established their own control, and in 
Canton, where a Soviet power was estab­
lished, all the imperialists were driven out. 
These examples show that only when we have 
a real organization of the workers and peas­
ants can we drive out the imperialists from 
the colonies and semi-colonies, and this is why 
our first task in the fight against imperialism 
is th e tasks of organizing the workers ann 
peasants. 

The workers and peasants organizations 
in the colonies and semi-colonies have their 
own special weaknesses as well as advantages. 
The advantages consisting that in the colonies 
reformism has no favorable economic base 
for new development. This is why it is easy 
to achieve the radicalization of the masses. 
What is the weak point in the movement in 
th e Eastern countries? It is that the industry 
is not developed and the number of workers 
is not great. This explains why peasant and 
petty bourgeois dispositions are prevalent in 
the workers and peasants organizations. Even 
though r eformism has not a favorable base 
for the development in the colonies as it does 
have in America and Europe, still under the 
leadership of international reformism, it is 
a menace even for us in the colonies. Albert 
Thomas, this famous traitor of the working 
class only last year made a trip over China 
to persuade the workers to give up the prin­
ciples of th e class struggle. The Japanese 
reformists are attempting to organize a Pan­
Pacific Conference of trade unions to coun­
teract the activities of the Pan-Pacific Secret­
ariat. This is why we must organize sys­
tematic campaigns to expose the treacherous 
role of the reformists in the colonies. 

Comrades, the imperialists of all countries 
are preparing a new war, but the present 
world situation is different from that during 
the first war. During the first war, revolu­
tions occurred in many countries in Europe 
which had not received any help from the 
colonial and semi-colonial countries. We had 
no such thing as an uprising in the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries. But at the pres­
ent the situation is different. The radicaliza·­
tion of the masses in Western Europe and 
America is taking place at the same time when 
the revolutionary movement is growing in the 
colonies and semi-colonies. 

Comrades, we enter the third period of 
post-war development. We must organize 
the workers and peasant masses. We must 
carry on a systematic campaign to expose the 
treacherous role of world reformism. We 
must prepare for a new revolutionary up­
heaval and for the establishment of the Soviet 
system the world over. 
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Comrade Yamagata's Speech 
At the Vladivostok Conference of the P.P.T. U.S. 

C omrade Lozovsky and Ting Tai Yeh 
have dwelt at length on the question of the 
imperialist war dangers, as well as on the 
methods that should be applied in the struggle 
against it. I fully agree with the reports and 
theses of Comrades Losovsky and Ting-Yeh; 
I should like only to add a few words on this 
question from the viewpoint of the tasks of 
the revolutionary trade unions of J apan. 

THE WAR DANGER AND JAPANESE 

IMPERIALISM 

One of the characteristic features of world 
capitalism at the present moment is the ac­
centuation of the inner contradictions of 
stabilization, viz., the contradiction between 
the growing production and the shrinkage of 
markets. This peculiar uneven development 
of capitalism has been more striking since the 
war than before it, and so it proved fully the 
correctness of Lenin's words on that issue. 

THE SHARPENING OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE 

1. The centre of world economy at 
present has been transferred from the Euro­
pean continent and England to America and 
Asia. The system of world supremacy estab­
lished by the Versailles Treaty no longer fits 
the present situation. The controversy is be­
tween England, the biggest colonial empire 
which is now gradually losing its predomin­
ance in its colonies, and America, which ac­
cumulates its strength in order to master the 
whole world, but which does not as yet pos­
sess many colonies. It is not at all accidental 
that the strike among the imperialist powers 
is now sharper in the Pacific. The problem 
of supremacy on the Pacific becomes now an 
indispensable condition of world supremacy. 
The strike for the re-division of the Asiatic 
Colonies and semi-colonies and especially the 
re-division of the Chinese territory is the cen­
tral problem of world politics of the Inter­
national Bourgeoisie at the present moment. 

Japan, the only imperialist power in the Far 
East, having its bases of exploitation in the 
East, in China, Manchuria, K orea, Formosa, 
etc., participates in that strife. That is why 
the antagonism between J apan and England 
on the one hand, and America on the other, 
the antagonism known as the Pacific question, 
arose. 

2. The enormous increase of armaments, 
the wonderful achievements and application 
of new military technique, the mechanization 
of armies, the application of chemistry, the 
building of military airplanes, battleships, 
mass militarization of the population , general 
military mobilization, the prattle about the 
outlawry of war, reduction of armaments, 
etc.,-all that proves the systematic prepara­
tions for the coming war. The Social-Demo­
crats voting for military budgets, advocating 
peace in industry and class collaboration, help 
to accelerate the preparation for war. 

In connection with the occupation of 
Nicaragua American Imperialism put forth 
a project of a new canal to seize the predom­
inancy on the Pacific. The House of Rep­
resentatives and the Senate approved the plan 
of building a number of new cruisers. The 
British imperialists erected a naval base in 
Singapore, and J apan, too, having already its 
naval bases in the Pacific, cannot but acceler­
ate the military preparations in China. And 
the competition in building the navy among 
those three countries is the best indication that 
there begins an active preparation of war 
in this area. 

3 .Consequently, the antagonism among 
the imperialist countries for a re-division of 
the colonies is not to be doubted. The powers 
make use of the various Generals' cliques in 
order to retain control over their spheres of 
influence and to struggle against each other 
to capture new ones. 

The present war among the generals is 
nothing but the expression of the genuin ~ 
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antagonism am ong the imperialist countries. 
The extent of that antagonism can best be 
shown by figures of J apanese, British and 
American investments in China. They are as 
follows: 

J apan 
Britain 
U.S. A. 

$2,500,000,000 
I ,5 00,000,000 

200,000,000 

The weak point of American Imperialism 
in China lies in the fact that their investments 
in indust ry are rather small as compa red with 
those of J apan or Britain. 

The object of the American policy in 
China at present is the continuation of the 
" Open D oor" policy. H owever, this policy 
in evitably clashes with the policy of Japan in 
China, especially in Manchuria, where their 
interests coincide. Yet the U. S. A. and 
J apan are the chief competitors on the Pacific. 
And the secret treaty between J apan and 
Great Britain, in spite of the presence of the: 
:mtagonism between them, has been effected 
for the purpose of resisting A m erican capital­
ism, the Chinese R evolution and the USSR. 

4. What is the attitude of Japanese Im­
perialism and Reformism in the given situ<J­
tion ? 

The characteristic features of the present 
situat ion of J apanese Imperialism are, first , 
the want of interior markets and the aggres­
sive "positive" foreign policy aiming at the 
capture of n ew ;narkets, secondly, the fever­
ish preparation for war. The prolonged 
financial stringency especially the crisis of 
192 7, and th e Chinese R evolution, made the 
position of the J apanese Imperialists still more 
difficult. The contradictions between the 
rising productive forces and the situation of 
the market, the shortage of domestic re­
sources, the critical conditions in rural econ­
omy, the rapid tempo of system atic accumula­
tions and concentration of capital , the further 
strengthening of th e trend tow<Jrds state cap­
ital ism, all these processes could not but 
bring about a depression which affected the 
petty bourgeoisie and caused an enormous 
rise in the a rmy of unemployed. The highly 
developed trusts, syndicates and cartels force 

the peasants and workers to buy their m er­
chandise at hig h prices, which r esults in the 
r eduction of the purchasing capacity of the 
peasants and workers, and in the excessive 
lowering of their standard of living . The 
burden of military budgets fall s upon the 
shoulders of the broad masses. C apitalist 
rationalization has as its effect the prolonga­
tion of the working day and the lowering 
of wages . Thus the working class becom es 
an oh jeer of merciless exploitation from both 
sides. H ence th e rapid revolutionization of 
the workers and peasants. 

The J apanese C ommunist Party, which is 
carrying on the correct policy in leading the 
revolutionary m ovement in J apan, is fi g hting 
the White Terror. On March 15th, 1928 , 
the ruling classes ordered the arrest of the 
leading Communists. This is of g reat his­
torical signifi cance since the J apanese revolu­
tiona!)' organizations were dissolved. This 
also includ ed the section of the RILU, the 
Kyogika i. A t the sa nlle time the G overn­
ment revised the law of public peace includ­
ing in it a sta tute which threatens the revolu­
tionary fighters w ith perpetual <1 n·est and 
various punishments including execution . In 
spite of th e strenuous counter-att:1ck and the 
energetic fi ght hy th e L eft ViTi ng, the Right 
and L eft Social-Democrats <J re not only not 
fighting against this evil, but <J re trying th eir 
hest to distract the m:1sses · f mm th e correct 
Leninist policy of class struggle, and in many 
cases, in order to achieve some successes, they 
ar e using the \iV}1i te Terror against th e revo­
lutionary labor n~ovement. Nothwithstand­
ing this treach erous act ion o f the Socia!­
D emocrats of all colors, the revolution<Jrv 
workers reorga nized their trade unions and 
are very energeticallv working for th eir con­
solidation. 

The m,ainstay of reaction, Japanese im ­
perialism, is work ing hand in h<1ncl with the 
Social-D emocr<J tS for th e preparation of wa r 
<1 nd for g rea ter exploit<Jtion of the m asses 
not only within 1·heir own cou ntry hut :1lso on 
an international scale; the visit to J apan of 
Albert Thomas, the Director of the Inter­
national L abor Bureau, w<Js arranged by the 
reactio!Jary Social-Dem ocrats of th e Far 
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East, by order of the J apanese . imperialists 
for the purpose ': of orga'nizi·tlg the Pan-. 
A.siatic Conference of Trade Unions to 
counteract: the ·. :iietlivities of the Pan-Pacifi.c 
Trade ·U nio!l' Sel retariat, which is the :'lead­
ing. organ of the revolutionary ' trade umons 
in East. What will be the reil l function of 
the Pan-Asiatic Conference? rrhe answer 
to this questiort' can be f ound lit'l the rules and 
progrilm of this " organization," the · im­
perialists are intensifying their work in the 
Far East in preparation · for war ilnd the 
destruction of the· revolutionary movement; 
they are mobilizing all their fo rces including 
the Social-Democrats. 

5. The military preparation of J apanese 
Tmperia1isiil at the 'present moment can be 
illustrated with the following fi gures : 
Military Budgets 1923-2 4 1927 192S 
( in millioris) 187 22Q 235 

Thus the military budget of 1928 repre­
sents 27.8 o/a of the entire budget. The 
reasons are clear: while participating in navy 
building competition with Britain, the U. S 
A. and J apan, the latter cannot afford of 
lesser activities. And J apan, accord ingly, 
plans to build 90 new warships in 1931-1938 
with a yearly allotment of Y180,000,000 
f or that purpose. 

As for the application oL chemistry for 
military purpose~, the fi gures of enormous 
expenses for importations of fertilizers in 
1927, amounting to Y157,072,S 16, of 
which the greater portion goes for militaqr 
purposes, speak clearly for themselves. 

The application of electricity is a w ell­
establ ished practice especially for airplanes 
and warships. . · · 

The mechanization of the army is ch~ra.c~ 
terized by the presence of 40 tanks and 1,230 
units of air fleet. It must be pointed out 
that all mil-itary mate!ials are. being produced 
either directly in the state ent~ rp~ ises ~ i· under 
State control. ', , 

The Japanese . imperialist hold the maneu­
ve rs of an ti-era£~ · defence force and navy 
w ith the participation of ,a g reat number of 
airplanes, etc. · .. 

Having taken · into consideration the 
lessons of the world war in· ~he . matter . of 

not only <military technique, but also in the 
prof>l'ei:h of mobilizing of all forces of the 
country, the J apanese Government introduced 
in 1928 the law concerning the mobilization 
of industries and districts of the country to 
serve th e needs of general mobilization. The 
general mobilization was practised several 
times," and thilt of Summer 1928 carried out 
0 iT ·a . big scale. It took place in a central 
industrial region w hich is to play a very im­
ptittaiit role in .the f uture war. T o assure the 
success of this mobilization not only the gen­
darmerie and patriotic bodies were attracted, 
but the students and juvenile and women's 
organizations, not to mention the · various 
officials and private organizations of the 
courttry. · In ·fact; there was no difference 
between this and any real mobilization. The 
very law on m obilization copied from Paul 
Boncour's plan includes the military training 
throughout the whole country. · For that pur­
pose the 2,000 military officers formally dis­
charged from the army after the Washing­
ton Treaty are ~\ t present working in civic 
organizations in the capacity of military in­
structors for the militarizatoin of the popu­
lace. For the purposes of fostering the pat­
riotic f eelings numerous movie theatres are 
used. 

,All the.se systematic activties in preparation 
nf war have as th eir aim not only the pre­
paredness for . war but also to carry on among 
th~ . imperialists counter-revolutionary war 
against the oppressed peoples and the USSR. 

6. ' What vexes the imperialists and Social­
Democrats mlost is the fact that the Soveit 
Union assist every revolutionary movement. 
Now , the ~ rapid rise of Socialist production in 
the' Soviet Union cannot but bring about the 
fLirth'er . accentuation of the antagonism be­
tween the Soviet and imperialist countries; in 
other words the sharpening of the antagonism 
between the revolutionary movement and the 
counter-revolutionary movement in the world. 
The imperialists <:nd Socal-Democrats, how­
ever, are unanimous in their hatred towards 
the USSR; and the Anglo-French and Anglo­
] apanese Pacts,- as · well as the projects for a 
Pan-Asiiltic Cori.f:ci r~nce, me the best proof of 
this. 



42 THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 

The anti-Soviet movement in Japan has 
greatly intensified in the Spring of 1928 in 
connection with the mass arrests of the Com­
munists. The building of five railways in 
China and the menacing events on the CER Y 
show most clearly that the Japanese imperial­
ists are preparing a counter-revolutionary 
war, and more than that-at the present 
moment Japan has reinforced her special 
troops in China from 4 to 6 batallions. The 
same was done in Korea. What is that if not 
the strengthening of the frontiers against 
the USSRr It is worth while also to re­
memlber the tactics of the Japanese imperial­
ists in the matter of fisheries, i. e., in the 
matter of concession profits. There can be 
no more insolent tactic than that of the Jap­
anese imperialists. Thus we see that the 
Japanese imperialists are carrying out inten­
sive preparations for war, they are carrying 
out an aggressive home and foreign policy. 

7. Now what should be the tactics of the 
Japanese revolutionary trade unions? It must 
not be forgotten that the Japanese workers 
and peasants have not experienced any defeat 
in war, nor have they experienced the ordeal 
·of the World War. It is, therefore, neces­
sary for the trade union workers to carry 
on an energetic struggle against militarism, 
chauvinism, as well as a merciless war against 
reformism which helps the ruling classes in 
their warlike preparations. 

Again, our struggle against the menace of 
war must not be an abstract affair. It should 
be closely connected with the daily economic 
struggle for the interests of the working 
class and for the defense of the trade unions 
and other revolutionary organizations against 
the attacks of the ruling classes, for only 
such skilful struggle would render it possible 
to draw in, nothwithstanding all kinds of re­
formist efforts, the broad organized as well 
as unorganized masses of workers. 

In our daily agitation and propaganda 
activities we should now and then explain to 
the masses that the capitalist offensive on the 
working class peasantry, the offensive of the 
reaction against the trade unions, aim at the 
retention of the present capitalist yoke. 

Now, we should continually expose the es-

sence of capitalist rationalization as an indis­
pensable condition of preparation for war, 
the essence of the idea of industrial peace and 
class collaboration, the many talks on the 
company unions emanating from the reform­
ist leaders from Sodomei,. Kaiji Kiodokai (an 
arbitration body for m,arine transport), and 
the leaders of the "Japanese Seamen's 
Union," as well as on the Pan-Asiatic Con­
ference. We must remember that similar 
talks aim only at depriving the . workers of 
their only weapon in struggle, the class strug­
gle. At the same time it is necessary to ex­
plain that the bourgeoisie deprives the workers 
of the most elementary liberties, such as the 
right of meetings, press and organization in 
order to be able in case of war to mobolize 
the whole working class without any delay. 
It is abolutely necessary to closely connect the 
daily struggle of the workers with the strug­
gle against the war menace. We should 
adopt the tactics of the united front, we 
should organize committees of action against 
the war, the issuing of shop paper and the 
carrying on of propaganda and agitation 
work. This kind of activity should also be 
carried on in close contact with the trade 
umons. 

In that connection the drawing in of new 
masses of workers into the reformist unions 
and the driving out of their leaders is of 
great importance. We should always point 
out that it is only the trade unions standing 
on the basis of the class struggle that are 
capable of being the instrument of revolu­
tionary elass struggle. And the revolutionary 
unions and militant minorities should always 
keep contact with the workers mobilized in 
the army, leaving to them the right of being 
members, so that these workers might be the 
backbone of the revolutionary activity. 

lV e should also point out to the workers in 
the language clear to them, the effects which 
the increase of armament, the rise of the 
military budget, etc., have on the interests of 
the workers. Besides that we should support 
the struggle for reducing the term of service 
as well as fight for other important privileges 
for the soldiers. It is necessary to expose 
the nature of the aggressive policy of Japan­
ese Imperialism in a more energetic way than 



THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 43 

it was done until now. Concurrently with 
that it is absolutely necessary to expose the 
role of the opportunists as the lackeys of Im­
perialism. 

The struggle against the war attacks on 
the USSR is at present of utmost importance. 
We must put forth the slogan: "The defense 
of the Soviet Union, the only fatherland of 
the international proletariat." At the same 
time the struggle against Fascism should not 
be neglected. 

Now one of the most important tasks is 
the winning of the working women and 
youth. These elements in Japan are organized 
now only to a small extent, and the draw­
ing of them in the revolutionary trade unions 
is our immediate task. The work for or­
ganizing the youth and women must be 
connected with the struggle against the war 
menace. 

Generally speaking the Japanese workers 
are in need of international education. With­
out that it is impossible to carry on the 
struggle against chauvinism amongst the 
workers and for fraternization on the fronts. 

The PPTUS being the centre of the revo­
lutionary movement in the Pacific Basin must 
play a specially important role in the anti­
war struggle under .the slogan "Wage War 
Against War." But this transformation of 
an imperialist war into a civil war requires 
careful and steady preparations, and can be 
achieved only as a result of incessant daily 
struggle of the workers. 

In realizing these tasks we follow the 
teachings of Lenin unlike the reformists of 
the West who preach class collaboration. And 
it is only this fact that determines to what 
extent we can drive out the reformists and 
guide the economic struggles of the proletar­
ist. 

8. We should pay special attention to the 
following important branches of industry: 

(a) To the thansport workers who in case 
of war should detain the transportation of 
military materials. For that purpose it is 
necessary to organize transport workers into 
a single industrial union, to create special 
vigilance committees on the railways, in the 
ports, on the ships, etc., to watch the move-

ment of troops and the transportation of 
munitions. In all principal ports there should 
be organized port committe~s. 

(b) The same work must be done amongst 
the workers engaged in the aviation industry. 

(c) To the chemical workers who are 
to play one of the most important roles in 
the next war it i& necessary to explain the 
essence of the imperialist war and, besides, to 
organize special committees to conduct activi­
ties against the transportation of the chemical 
plants into military and, finally, the chemical 
workers should closely connect themselves 
with the transport workers in order to detain 
the transportation of chemicals. 

(d) In the metal industry it is necessary 
to organize committees of action against the 
production of military munitions. 

(e) As •coal and other ores are to play 
an especially important role in the coming 
war, the work among the miners is of great 
importance. We should do all in our power 
to draw the miners into the struggle against 
the war menace. 

(f) The struggle against the imperialist 
war is closely connected with the struggle for 
the liberation of the colonial countries. 
Therefore, it is necessary to establish and 
consolidate the relations with the workers and 
peasantry of the colonies, striving for the 
united front. 

(g) Under the present 
deem. it necessary to put 
the following slogans: 

circumstances we 
forth for Japan 

1. Down with Imperialist War! 
2. Defend the USSR! 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 

Defend the Chinese Revolution! 
Long live the Emancipation of the 

Colonies! 
The immediate withdrawal of 
troops from China! 
Struggle Against War Budgets! 
The Self-Defense of the Workers 

and Peasantry! 
Down with the Social-Democrats! 

In case of the actual declaration of a war, 
we . sho~ld get ready to . turn the imperialist 
war .into a civil war for the overthrow of Im­
perialism and for the establishment of the 
Sovietr.;Power in the whole world. 
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Comrade Losovsky's Concluding Speech 
A t the Vtadivostqk Conference of the P.P.T.U.S . 

COMRA DES! ·· · · 
T he full unanimity show'n by all the 

delegates concerning the fundamental ques­
tions of our reports does not require a long 
concluding speech; if nevertheless I am going 
to take the word, I do it firstly to summarize 
and secondly to deal with several ·questions 
that have been touch ed up'on by the delegates 
in th e discussion on my report. 

W e do not feel any doubt whatever that 
the struggle in the Pacific Ocean forms at 
presen t the central problem of the world 
politics. .1\.Jany yea rs ago one of the · m'ost 
important leaders of American imperialism, 
the former President of the United States 
of America, Theodore R;oosevelt, said that 
the Atlantic era of history had come to an 
end, and that a new one-the Pacific era 
of history was beginning. This was said 
expressly to mark the fact that the centre 
of world politics and world economy was 
being shifted from Europe on to the most 
important country in the Pacific - to the 
U nited States of America. If this sentences 
seemed to be grossly exaggerated before the 
war, it is without doubt to be consid ered as 
very real at present when the United States, 
by using th e extrem e weakness of the capital­
ist countri es after th e war, attained the posi­
tion of the financial, industrial and economic 
lead of the world, at present when we ex­
perience a whole number of post-war con­
flicts, of post-war crisis of capitalism, and 
the extremely strained competition · between 
E ngland and the United States, and the 
United States and J apan. 

ENGLAND AN D AMERICA 

I have said already that the struggle in 
the Pacific Ocean and for the Pacific Ocean 
is the struggle for world supremacy; he who 
is watching attentively present-day politics 
of England and the United States of Amer­
ica, he who is watching the different actions 
of McDonald that are intended as fl attery 

to the U nited States, while E ngland is at 
the same time making every effort to get 
1'eady for the decisive struggle with her com­
petitor, he who is aware of the ever-changing 
conflicts among all the big imperialist powers 
--will have to acknowledge that the struggle 
for world supremacy between the former 
world power-England- and the present 
leading power of the world- the United 
States of America- is finding its clearest 
expression ·here in the Far East, in the par­
ti ctdar ·and specific conditi ons r eigning in the 
Pacifi c Ocean. 

Our conference must com e to a decision 
on a quest ion that was only perfunctorily 
dealt with here; we must decide w hich will 
be th e relations of colonial working masses 
to imperialism, how they will fight imperial­
ism that is oppressing th e respective colonial 
country ; in oth er words, We must decid e 
which will be the relations of the Philippine 
workers and peasants to Japanese imperialism 
and those of th e workers and peasants to 
American imperialism, etc. I am asking this 
question because we find in the imperialist 
press many articles on the conditions of the 
working class and the peasantry of those 
colonies that the r espect ive imperialist power 
should like to w rench from the grasp of the 
competing imperialist powers. Preparatory 
work is doubtl essly being carried out in order 
to draw the ,sympathy of the working classes 
and peasant,s to the side of the imperialist 
power, that is posing as a competitor of the 
present oppressor. I s not the J apanese im­
perialism, making propaganda for the libera­
tion of the Philippines from American un­
perialism? Is not the imperialism of the 
United States of America ready at any 
moment to free Korea from Japanese im­
perialism, is not to put it shortly, anyone of 
the competitors giving expression to this wish 
of liberating the slaves of the others? This 
is one of the machinations that was used 
widely during the imperialist war when the 
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former allies were sheddii;lg · tears and usi~g 
very much ink and:: paper ·: 'to describe !, the 
terrible lot of tHe !la tions .op.pressed ~Y' Aus~ 
tria; . at the same time. the ·{lilies were entirely 
forgetting the lot of thej r ' own colonies: in 
Africa, in India, etCH;' -J c.,:: 

ALL IMPERIALISMS' AR E "W._ORSE" 

W e shall, douhde?sly, notice ·amorig cer~ 

tain individuals · oL the bourgeoisie, and even 
among the lead.ers: of the working' masses, 
the intention to ally themselves ' with foreign 
imperialism against their · own in the ap~ 

proaching struggle. Dui·ing the last war, 
for . example; the so ~ca lled Czecho~slovak 

"socialists'? alli ed themselves with F rench im~ 
perialism in their fi ght aga inst the oppression 
of Austria. The Polish socialists, wi th Pil~ 
sudsky as leader, were aided by French im~ 
perialism in their fight again~L the Germans, 
etc. · It is one of the most important moves 
in the J.game the imperialists are playing to 
make lise · of the workers of th e given op~ 

pressed colonial country and to incite them 
to the struggle against their oppressors. But, 
at the end of the war, one imperialism will 
be substituted by another one, the place of 
the old boss will be taken by a new one: 
thus the workers will be only a plaything in 
the hands of the imperialists; every worker, 
especially those of the F ar East, must fully 
recognize this. The American bourgeoisie 
is, at the present time, endeavouring to ' ~liber~ 

ate" China from the yoke of J apanese and 
British imperialism, etc. But this is done 
in order to veil the intention of getting a 
still firmer g rip in China. This game will 
acquire grand dimensions as soon as war 
breaks out. Then the French will be afire 
to liberate the countries that are oppressed, 
say by the British, if the war will be between 
the F rench and the British. The J apanese 
will make efforts to liberate those oppressed 
by the Americans. This game will have tci 
be unveiled befo,re the war. \Yorkers will 
have to answer: "Both are worse,'' if asked 
"which imperialism is better?" ·This reminds 
me bf · a witticism told by H einrich Heine, 
the well~known German poet. When asked 
which he•,would prefer, to have his a rm cut 
off or his. leg-he answe red, that he would 

prefer to • get some milk,-soup: he wanted to 
say that he would prefer to keep both arms 

· ;and legs. · · W e; the workers, will have to 
give the following answer when asked w hich 
imperialism is better, which we should sup~ 

port: "All of them are worse than anything." 
Every proletarian will have to stick to the 
line of conduct,. eve ry worker who is siding 
with the principles of class~struggle will give 
this answer. . W e might be asked : "Does 
there not exist some difference between Am­
erican and J apanese imperial ism ?'' Vl e might 
be asked: "Is the slogan 'America to the 
Americans?, no.t a better one than 'Asia to 
.the Asiatics?' " And we shall answer that 
both these slogans are dictated by one and 
the same kind o£ imperialist appetite. "Am~ 
erica for the Americans" mea ns really that 
North and South A merica shol1ld belong to 
the ruling classes of the U .S.A.; ' "Asia to 
the Asiatics" m eans really that the whole 
of Asia . should belong to the ruling classes 
of J apan. This must be clear to everybody. 
W e must never permit ourselves to be led 
astray into the wrong path of external con~ 
fli cts tha<are taking place among the im~ 
perialist povrers, that are very often veiled 
by many beautiful and' liberty~loving slogans 
and ph,rases. 

JAPAN A ND AMERICA 

I want to remind you of ce rtain facts : 
You know that the origin of the conflict be~ 
tween America and J apan lies as far back as 
before the war, and that after th e wa r it 
was continued by the controversy on the 1ight 
u.f J apanese to emig rate to America, and on 
their ri:ght of taking their nationalization 
papers in America and buying land, etc. 
'\1ut h ink and many tea rs were spilled by 
the J apanese press on this yuestion. There 
is no doubt that this aggressive act of th e 
A.mericans against the J apanese is purely im~ 
perialistic, 'that it is the act of racial oppres~ 
sion. · But · if the J apanese bourgeoisie is 
making so much noise about it, one might 
ask them: "And what about the Koreans 
whom the Japanese are oppressing; what 
about the right of the Chin ese, whom the 
J apanese are ru thlessly exploiting?" All this 
pathos, that is highly paid for, is r ea ll y worth 
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nothing and we must not permit ourselves to 
be deceived. Two powerful enemies are 
struggling for supremacy, and either of them 
is taking a number of preparatory measures 
for the struggle against the other. We are 
against imperialism, and therefore, we must 
unveil the inhuman racial policy of Japan as 
well as that of America. We cannot make 
any distinction, they are principally the same. 

It is interesting to see, how this question, 
besides other questions, is being treated by 
the leaders of the American workers move­
ment. The leaders of the American Feder­
ation of Labor instituted a special organiza­
tion that they call the Pan American Feder­
ation of Labor. This federation is also based 
upon the so-called workers' Monroe doctrine. 
This is to say that there exist two Monroe 
doctrines-one for the workers and another 
one not for the workers. One of the leaders 
of the American Trade Union ~ovement de­
fined the Workers' Monroe doctrine by say­
ing that no E_uropean workers' organization, 
and no workers' organization from any of 
the other continents should have any influence 
on the territory of whole America. This is 
almost the meaning of the non-workers' 
Monroe doctrine. While the shameless lead­
ers of the American labor movement are put­
ting up the idea of a Pan-American Union, 
their Japanese counterpart are putting up the 
Pan-Asiatic Workers' Union. It is hard to 
say which of them is the better-the Pan 
American or the Pan Asiatic Union. We, 
the revolutionary workers, must judge them 
as we are judging imperialism itself. If we 
are asked which of these organizations is the 
better one, we shall answer both of them are 
worse than anything. We have already an­
swered this question in our way. While the 
Americans were creating the Pan American 
Federation of Labor, we assisted the workers' 
movement of Latin America in creating the 
Latin American Federation of Labor. Thus 
the Pan American Federation lost the whole 
of Latin America. The Pan American 
Federation, moreover, has lost all its sig~ifi,.c­
ance, as the Canadian Trade Union ;move­
ment is only partly linked with it. 

We, on the other hand, did not wait for 
the creation of the Pan Asiatic Federation, 

by the reformists, _ but brought into life the 
Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, thus 
tearing from the reformists' grip the Korean, 
Philippine and a part of the Japanese Trade 
Unions and killing the Pan Asiatic Federa­
tion before it was born. 

REFORMIST ADVOCATES OF IMPERIALISM 

This is the proper proletarian answer to 
the diverse imperialist attempts at forming 
the workers' movement according to race dis­
tinctions and the rules of imperialist prac­
tise. All imperialist plans of this kind shall 
be answered by us by practical measures taken 
according to the principles of class struggle, 
and we must act in the same way in the 
future. This means that we must unite the 
workers' movements all along the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean, irrespective of racial dis­
tinctions, territorial differences, etc., into one, 
undivided movement. We have, in the course 
of our work, very often met with attempts 
of the imperialists and their ideologic hire­
lings to make use of the chauvinist position 
of the leaders of the workers' movements of 
countries that are their enemies. I shall cite 
a striking and exotic example. There lives 
in Japan a Japanese doctor, Yoshitomi, who 
wrote a very thick book in French, with the 
title "Japanese-American conflicts and the 
problem on the Pacific Ocean." This doctor 
is writing many, many pages about the harm 
the Americans did to the Japanese, and es­
pecially underlines the chauvinist position of 
the American Federation of Labor. This 
defendant of the interests of Japanese im­
perialism, writing about the action of the 
Council of the Californian Trade Unions 
against Japanese immigration intends ap­
parently to touch some special chord in the 
breast of his readers and writes concerning 
the American Federation of Labor the fol­
lowing: "The American Federation of La­
bor, which is refraining from aiding the com­
mon cause of social justice, which is setting 
itself apart from the workers of other nation­
alities by making race distinctions, has, ac­
cording to the point of view of social in­
terests and peace among nations, no right to 
exist. If it takes up a position opposite to 
that of the Japanese by not wanting to have 
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anything to do with a colored race, it stamps 
itself as an enemy to internationalism, the 
ideal of the wrokers' movements and the 
peasants if it denies the principle that con­
cerns all races, the Japanese included, then 
we must call its policy imperialistic and mili­
tarist. If the Federation opposes Japanese im­
migration, we cannot find any distinction be­
tween the Federation and capitalism that is 
oppressing the weak and exploiting the toiling 
masses." The dear doctor writes like a social­
ist writer, and not like the advocate of J ap­
anese capitalism. He is talking of social 
justice. He, of course, drew the peasantry 
into the dispute; he is talking about every­
thing and at the same time accusing his as­
sociates of acting against the interests of the 
proletariat. In this respect he is essentially 
right, of course. 

It is very interesting to note that a bour­
geois writer, in order to touch some sen­
timental chord in the breast of his readers, 
quite c:::>rrectly characterized the shameless 
agents of capital that are the leaders of the 
Trade Unions of the United States of Am­
erica. But the point is that in quite correctly 
characterizing the official leaders of the Am­
erican Trade Union Movement, he entirely 
forgot their Japanese colleagues, who have 
the same convictions as regards Japanese im­
perialism. 

The point is that Bunji Suzuki and any 
leader of the American Federation of Labor 
are as alike as twin brothers; they are politic­
ally speaking in the same camp. This ac­
cusation, signed by the enemy of American 
chauvinism, would be of value to us, if it 
would accuse the Japanese reformists together 
with the American ones. All these tirades 
lose their value, because it is onesidedly 
directed against the American enemies of 
Japanese imperialism, and can, of course, 
have no influence at all on the judgment of 
class conscious proletarians. Thus we see that 
sometimes a very just and correct character­
ization, owing to its partiality, acquires a 
specific imperialistic shade. This is the reason 
why we, who are working on the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean, must be very attentive in 
our discrimination of the methods employed 
by one imperialist power in its struggle against 

another one; this is the reason why every one 
of us must make it his task to kick the servants 
of imperialism and their bosses, who are 
taking part in the workers' movements out of 
the movement altogether, irrespective of their 
race or nationality. Only if we do this we 
shall be acting in the interests of the working 
class. 

VARIOUS STAGES OF TRADE UNIONISM 

The workers' movements on the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean differ widely from each 
other. The countries on the Pacific Coast 
are not in an equal degree related with 
capitalism, and their industrial development 
is different. Many colonies and semi-colonies 
are Intended by the capitalists as sources of 
raw materials and therefore the capitalists 
themselves do not suffer them to develop in­
dustrially. 

These differences of the level of the vari­
ous movements, the different grades of 
political consciousness of the various working 
classes, the difference of their experiences and 
the hardiness in fighting against the capital­
ists-all these facts must be taken into con­
sideration by our organization. We must pay 
the most attention to those countries the work­
ing class of which is the least developed, the 
workers of which are living in worst con­
ditions. 

What was said by comrade Sidin concern­
ing the workers movement in Indonesia, and 
by comrade Herclet concerning Indi-China, 
was quite correct. It is tru..:: that these two 
countries are not to be compared with each 
other, because the workers' movement of In­
donesia is much older than the other one, 
the word "old" means that the movement 
began at least ten years ago. This workers' 
movement has its origin in the tremendous 
development of the plantations, in the use of 
capitalist methods of developing the sugar and 
rubber plantations; at the same time we have 
no well-formed workers' movement in Indo­
China because the organizations there were 
often annihilated by the capitalists immediate­
ly after they had come into life. Taking 
into consideration that Indo-China will, with­
out doubt, play a very important part in 
the struggle in the Pacific Ocean, and that 
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it h4s, been the base of the frencJ:l imperialism 
for IT) any _y!'!ars. "T e must consider . the 
question of how to crea~e . our own base in 
Indo~China, how to penetrate there; w e -must 
agree .upon the for:ms our assistance to the 
workers' masses of Indo-China will take and 
the lines along which the workers' ~;r:iovemcnt 
of this country will be developed. The 
capitalist development of this country is mak­
ing· great progress because it. is becoming one 
of the richest regions as far as rubber planta­
tions arc concerned. Indo-China is, shortly, 
the . most importimt base· of French imperial­
I s m 111 the Pacifi c . Ocean. 

Is it possible to ally the working. masses 
of the countries on the Pacific coast ~ undcr 
one slogan and common tasks, if the re exist 
such variety of social-economic copditions 
among the differ ent countpes united .l;Jy : the 
Pan-Pacific Secretariat, ,if sQcial relations are 
different, if up-to-:date C<).pitalist methods arc 
existing side by side with, feudal and medic~ 
val fo rms not only in di.:ff~rent countries, but 
even in one .. country,,_as. for instance, in 
China? I believe tha.t. it is possible, and, tha~ 
we must do it. . It Is the common task of 
th e workers all along the coasts of the Pacific 
Ocean to ~tubbomly and persistently struggle 
against the oppression of the colonies, i.e,, t r: 

struggle against imperialism, for the libert:: 
of the colonial and semi-colonial countries, 
Irrespective of their cultural level and the 
development of their w orkers' movements. 
This struggle unites all the workers of these 
countries and will be made much easier for 
every one of us, if we succeed in linking 
up the activities of the backward workers' 
movem ent with the vanguard of the workers' 
movements, i.e., the movements in the old 
imperialist countries. 

It is not by chance that we find among 
th e m embers of the Pan-Pacific Secretariat 
not only workers from the countries oppressed 
by imperialism, but also representatives of the 
workers' movement in the freest country of 
the .world-the U .S.S.R.-and r.epresentatives 
of th e workers' movements in the imperialist 
countries, as the United States of America, 
England, .France and J apan. · Thus; the 

$tqtggle . agairtst : jmperialism 'and for the 
eina!lcipation of ·the colonial and semi-coio­
.n:ial : countries coqstitutes the most important 
problem and elementary condition; that the 
workers' movements on the Pacific, the van­
guards of the workers' movements in the im­
per iali;;t countries 4nd the working class of 
the : U.S.S.R. must fulfil. This task unites 
the . vanguard of the workers of the world, 
it unites all honest and class-conscious revolu­
tionaries. Only the most corrupted and shame­
less among the leaders of the workers' move­
ments in the imperialist countries will be able 
tQ behave as the General Council of the 
British Trade Unions behaved concerning the 
strikers in Bombay, as the J apanese reformists 
.:u r:; :treating t\le workers of Canton, or the 
A.merican reformists are treating the workers 
movement for the emancipation. of L atin 
America, from the yoke of American Im­
perialism. 

Comrades, . this is not all ' yet. We arc 
obliged · to -fulfil one more, extremely im­
portant task ' that will unify the workers' 
movements irrespective of their level and 
their . political , and organizational develop­
ment: the problem that will unite the workers' 
movements of the colonial and semi-colonial 
cotu1tries-:--is the problem of the standard of 
life of the working class. If · a Shanghai 
docker is earning from 15 to 20 times less 
than one in San Francisco, or if a textile 
worker or textile womai1 worker is earning 
ten times less than the same class of worker 
in, say, Manchester, the problun of wages 
f or both the worker in the colonies and th e 
worker in the home country is growing much 
more serious by the following reason . The 
ruling classes in th eir hunt for biggest pos­
sible profits are always trying to use cheapest 
labor they can get held of. The mad com­
petition in th e world markets forces them to 
use labor of almost siavish cheapness in order 
to def eat their competitors. But slave-labor 
in Shanghai and cheap labor in Manchester 
means the lowering of the standard of life 
in Manchester. Only the shameless leaders 
of ref orm'ism, who are closely connected with 
the interests <,>f capital, who think that capital­
isin •will last forever, do not and will not 
und erstand ·th e conn.ection between conditions 
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o.f labor in the colonies and sem i-colonies that 
are almost bordering on slavery, and the 
g reat offensive conducted in the capitalist 
countries against the living standards of the 
workers. 

UNITY WITH CoLONIAL \ NoRKERS 

There are only two ways open to us: 
either we shall succeed in raising the stand­
ard of life in the colonial and semi-colonial 
countries, or their low standards will inevi­
tably drag down the standard of life of the 
workers in the old capital ist countries. This 
is the problem. Every class conscious worker 
in the colonies and the semi-colonies as well 
as every class-conscious worker in the capital­
ist countries will have to understand these 
internal dynamics of class relations very well 
in the same way as he understands why water 
rises to the sam e level in two vessels that are 
connected w ith each other. 

The third question that has to be answered 
and will unite the workers' m ovem ents in the 
Pacifi c countries is the question of how to 
annihilate the remnants of feudalism and 
the middle ages, in short, all th e obstacles 
to the progress of these countri es. Back­
wardness begins in economics and goes on 
into politics, finding its reflect ion in social re­
lations. The annihilation of feudal and 
medieval remnants, and th e success£ ul agra­
rian revolution in all colonial countries are 
common tasks for the workers' movem ents in 
the coloni es and semi-colonies, for the work­
ers' m ovem ents along the Pacific coast. 

It is evident, comrades, that we ar e in the 
possession of a ve ry sound foundation for 
the unity of the workers' m ovem ents in the 
Pacifi c countri es, if these workers' m ove­
m ents a re confronted with the three im­
portant tasks : firstly, the common struggle 
against imperialism; secondly, the struggle 
for the ra ising of the standard of life of the 
working classes, which includes not only the 
struggle for higher wages, but also socialist 
legislation, the seven-hour working day, etc., 
and, thirdly, the struggle for th e an nihilation 
of feudalism. 

Only th ese unions are strong and hardy 
and will survive that are based upon firm 
ground : doubtlessly, the above-c ited three 

points a re the solid ground upon which the 
workers' movements of the colonial and semi­
colonial countries are standing. 

PERSPECTIVES IN THE CoLONIAL CouNT RIEs 

What are the prospects of the development 
uf the workers' movem ents in the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries? The colonial 
world shows many varying traits, but, it is 
no longer the same it was before the war. 
Even the most conservative, the m ost an­
cient country in the world-China-has be­
gun to move, and has been moving in a way 
that made itself felt all over the world. It 
is one of the peculiarities of militarism that 
those numerous m asses of humanity that for 
many, m any years had been crushed by the 
tremendous power of imperialism, that had 
heen crushed by the iron heel of imperialist 
exploitation, that those millions of humanity 
awoke. As soon as millions and millions 
of mien begin to move in China, other mil­
lions are beginning t o move in India; then 
we can say that a n ew era of human history 
has begun. The world war brought to the 
Allies defeat in spite of their fictitious victory. 
The world war undermined not only the 
power of the greatest power in the world, 
the financial and industrial ruler-England; 
it did much m ore : it woke up trem endous 
numbers of humanity, and' what is going on 
at the present time in the coloni es and semi­
colonies is a terrible flood, the waves of which 
it will be impossible to confine within the 
form er shores . This trem endous movement 
of the m asses weakens imperialism, and weak­
ens the powers that are trying to crush the 
workers' movem ents in the capitalist coun­
tries. Up till now our weakness consisted 
of the different workers' movem ents taking 
place at di.flierent times. While the workers 
were rising in England, G ermany was quiet. 
While m ass strikes were going on in France, 
stillness reigned in the other countries. While 
the colonies were going through their revolu­
tions nothing happened in the capitalist coun­
tri es. 

This disharmony is the fundamental weak· 
ness of the international workers' movement . 
The present moment must be characterized 
by the f act that the revolutionary workers' 
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movements are nsmg m all the countries at 
the same time: it is finding its expression in 
the general strike in Poland, in the strike 
in the Ruhr, the mass strike in Bombay, then 
again it moves to Shanghai: the waves of 
the workers' movements are flooding one 
centre after the other. Another character­
istic trait of the present day workers' move­
ments is that they are taking place in 
shorter intervals of time; they are divided by 
great distances of space, but are almost simul­
taneous. The last demonstrations on the first 
of August for the defense of the U.S.S.R. 
and against war took place all over the world 
on one day; the bloody attacks that took place 
in a whole number of the capitalist countries, 
the executions that took place in China, all 
these events unite the forces of the workers' 
masses, they bring thei r different stages of 
development to a common level and all the 
springs are united into a big stream, and all 
these streams are united in the tremendous 
flood of the revolutionary movement in the 
capitalist countries, into the tremendous revo­
lutionary flood in the colonial and semi­
colonial lands. 

It is the task of our organization that 
forms a part of the international workers' 
movement and strives for uniting the workers 
of the Pacific coast, to be at the head of 
this movement and to make this movement 
an international one; we must feel the pulse 
of the masses and not struggle behind, we 
must be at the head of these masses that are 
spread over a vast region, and unite them, 
we must link their movements with the 
movements in the foremost countries and 
with the Soviet Union. Only by setting 
before ourselves the task of uniting these 
movements, of internationalizing them, M 
raising them to a higher level, of linking 
the movement of the workers on the Pacific 
Ocean to the older movements in the capital­
ist countries, only by changing small con­
flicts into big ones, by ch-:mging economic 
strikes into political ones, by stepping from 
strike to revolt-from revolt to civil war, 
only then, I say, shall we elevate the working 
classes and the peasantry to a higher political 
level, make those historical tasks a reality, that 
are set before the union that hears the famous 
name: the Pan Pacific Trade Union Secre­
tariat. 
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T asks of Organization Facing Pacific Trade 
lJnions 

Resolution Adopted by P.P.T.U.S. on Comrade Johnston's R eport at the 

Vladivostok Conference 

1. It devolves upon the revolutionary 
trade union movement both of the East 
and West to do away with the great gulf 
between its ideological influence over the 
working masses and the extent to which it 
has consolidated that influence through or­
ganization. In the Orient this work is made 
considerably more complicated because of the 
youngness of the movement and the excep­
tionally operous conditions created by the 
white terrorism raging in practically every 
part of the East. In the result, the impor­
tance of the question of organization in the 
Eastern Trade Union movement arises in 
its full stature. The organizational struc­
ture of the unions should be sufficiently broad 
to admit of roping in as large a number of 
the masses as possible. It must be democratic 

· in order to enable self-criticism to develop 
and promote the initiative of the rank and 
file members. At the same time it must be 
sufficiently centralized to render it possible 
to provide the best possible guidance to the 
masses in their class struggle. It follows, 
then, that the fundamental principle of or­
ganization lies in democratic centralism, and 
the most suitable form of organization in 
keeping with the present stage of capitalist 
development and the intensitivity of the class 
struggle is the industrial union built up on 
the principle of One Union for Each In­
dustry. 

2. The practical application of the prin­
ciple of democratic centralism for the Trade 
Union movement of the different countries 
depends on the specific setting in each given 
country. It will be found, for instance, 
that the Left Trade Union movement in 
Japan, in India, and on the Philippines ought 
to adhere to the principle that all Trade 

Union executive bodies, officials, and so on 
be elected, while in China, where white ter­
rorism is raging today and the revolutionary 
trade unions are illegal and driven under­
ground, it becomes inevitably necessary to 
combine the principle of indirect elections 
with the vestment of powers from above. 
None the less, it is desirable that the All­
China Federation of Trade Unions should 
as far as possible also apply in practice this 
principle of election and gradually give up 
the system of appointment from above. It 
must be borne in mind that the systematic 
application of such appointments hampers the 
establishment of close connections between 
che directing bodies of the Trade Union or­
ganizations and the mass of the rank and 
file, undermines confidence in the leading 
organs, and handicaps the growth of the 
independent activities of the masses, the devel­
opment of self-criticism and the more in­
tensive activity of the rank and file member­
ship, as well as th e growth of militant mass 
trade unions. 

The work of the Left Trade Unions and 
their relations both with the rank and file 
mass of the membership and the superior 
centers must be built up on democratic foun­
dations. · Simultaneously, the Left Trade 
Unions must strictly adhere to the principle 
of centralization in their activities. As will 
be understood, it is essential to have central­
ized leadership based on the activity of the 
rank and file of the masses. This in turn 
renders it necessary to maintain firm prole­
tarian discipline in relations between local 
organizations and the national directing 
center. 

In those reformist trade unions where the 
trade union bureaucrats have created a cen-
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tralized machinery from above over the mass 
of the rank and file membership (e. g. the 
Kuomintang trade unions in China, the 
Rodo-Sodomei and other reformist trade 
unions in ] a pan, and elsewhere), it is up to 
the P. P. T. U. S. supporters in these or­
ganizations to fight for working class democ­
racy, for decentralization. The L eft Wing 
inside the reformist unions must take steps 
to mobilize the rank and file masses for the 
struggle on behalf of freedom of criticism, 
for the direct election of all officials, organ­
izers, delegates, committee members, etc., and 
also endeavor to establish actual and effective 
control by the rank and file of the member­
ship over elections into the trade unions. The 
Trade Union Left Wing must steadily work 
to get the leadership of the trade unions to 
pass more and more to rank and file mem­
bers. The activity of the rank and file 
masses must find expression in their partici­
pation in thoroughly representative strike 
committees elected from their own midst by 
the workers, and also in factory and works 
committees, and by this means building up a 
counter-weight against the reformist ] acks­
in-office. 

3. From the viewpoint of reorganization 
the weakest aspect of the Left Trade Union 
movement in the East consists in that: (a) 
in most cases the revolutionary trade unions 
are small, scattered organizations functioning 
mainly in small factories or workshops (as 
is the case in ] a pan and China) , while the 
majority of the large-scale plants remain un­
organized and where there are organizations 
in these plants they are under yellow influ­
ence (Japan); (b) the revolutionary trade 
unions have poor contact between themselves 
and are not Lined up in really representative 
industrial unions j (c) the L eft Wing wields 
very little influence and does not possess its 
own organizations in the key industries (Ja­
pan, China ) ; (d) the work of organizing the 
unorganized is being neglected, this especially 
applying to the case of the women, the youth, 
the land laborers and to the plantation work­
ers; (e) the campaign to recruit new mem­
bers for the revolutionary trade unions is not 
being conducted with sufficient energy which 

in the upshot · leads to a crass disproportion 
between the ideological influence wielded by 
the Left Wing and its organizational 
strength; (f) there is no close contact be­
tween the leading bodies of the Left trade 
unions and the masses (in this respect the 
Girni Kamgar Union in Bombay is a rare 
exception; (g) the work pf organizing the 
revolutionary elements inside the reformist 
unions is not being done as well as it should 
be (]a pan, China, Indonesia) ; (h) prepara­
tions for and the co-ordination of strikes are 
inadequate and riot intensive enough; (i) the 
directing "cadres" of the Left Trade Union 
movement are not nearly strong enough nu­
merically and the scope of the mass activities 
of the Left Trade Unions is not satisfactory; 
(k) there is no regular contact with the Pan­
Pacific Trade Union Secretariat (barring 
China and the Philippines), and between the 
different countries affiliated. 

+. With a view to getting rid of the defects 
mentioned in the previous paragraph the Left 
Trade Union movement of the Far East 
countries must, first and foremost, put forth 
every effort to consolidate its influence in the 
key industries and in the transport services, 
as well as to extend the membership of the 
Left Wing unions and transform them into 
mass industrial unions. In the first place, 
it is essential that experienced organizers 
should set to work in large-scale plants and 
in transport, on the plantations, and so on, 
for the purpose of establishing direct contact 
with the masses. On establishing contact 
with the progressive elements of the given 
plant, these organizers should form trade 
union groups, each such group to include all 
advanced and revolutionary-minded workers 
irrespective, of whether they are m embers 
of the reformist trade unions or not organ­
ized at all. The group shall formulate and 
papularize the immediate demands of the 
workers, and in the event of a favorable re­
sponse coming from the broad working 
masses, it shall declare strikes, steps being 
taken to arrange elections of thoroughly rep­
resentative strike committees. No wavering 
elements or representatives of the yellow trade 
union democracy (? ) bureaucracy ought to be 
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admitted to these strike committees. Strike 
committees ought to he elected irrespective of 
whether there are trade union organizations 
or f actory committees in the given plant or 
not. 

5. For the purpose of building up and 
consolidating the r evolutionary tra~e unions, 
mainly in the key industries and large-scale 
plants, it is essential to devote particular at­
tention to the work of setting up factory and 
shop committees as permanently f unctioning 
organs f or carrying on the day-to-day strug­
gle f or the vital immediate interests of the 
workers. As rallying points in the daily 
struggle of the workers for their immediate 
needs, the factory com;mittees are to promote 
the induction of th e workers into the class 
struggle. At the same time they represent 
the best primary schools f or educating the 
unorganized masses and are the most suitable 
means for building up the united f ront f rom 
below. Concurrently, they serve as a broad 
f oundation for the revolutionary trade unions 
and clear the ground f or the development of 
industrial unionism. With revolutionary 
leadership t he f actory committees form a 
most effectual weapon in fi ghting reformism 
and class collaborat ion. Again, in the event 
of a revolutionary situation arising, they are 
bound to be transferred into an import ant 
f actor in the work of realizing workers' 
control. 

The strike movement now developing in 
India, J apan and other countries · opens up 
splendid possibilities for the creation of fac ­
tory committees. Upon the conclusion of 
strikes the st rike committees should be made 
use of as a base for building up f actory com­
mittees. In their activities the strike and f ac­
tory committees should look f or backing and 
support to really representative delegate m eet­
ings convened from individual plants or 
groups of plants. Such delegate meetings 
ought to be a broad avenue of representation 
f or the workers and serve as on e of the best 
f orms of enabling the strike and. f actory com­
mittees to keep in touch with the masses , espt­
cially when it com es to settling questions of 
vital interest to the workers. As an institu­
tion the delegate m eeti ngs constitute a m eans 

for training new " cadres" and draw ing f orth 
the initiative and activity of the masses. 

In China, where white terrorism is raging, 
it would be m ore advisable at the outset to 
convene delega te conferences in the different 
plants. The delegates in these plants must 
fi ght f or the open existence of the factory 
committees and open up the way for their 
formation. T he f actory committees should 
include all workers in the given plant, both 
unorganized and organized. 

The f actory committees must not be looked 
upon as bodies capable of replacing the trade 
unions, nor can the factory committees take 
the place of the strike committees. T he lat­
ter must be elected by all workers in the 
given plant during the dispute concerned and 
must be regarded as temporary bodies. Inter­
relations between the strike and f actory com­
mittees must lie along the line of mutual 
support, mainly in carrying on th e fi ght fo r 
the seven-hour working day, against wage 
cuts, rationalization and the dism issal of 
workers blacklisted by the police, and in f a­
vor of better condit ions all round f or the 
working class, f or unemployment benefit be­
ing given those out of work, and to endorse 
the struggle f or the right to strike, etc. 

In J apan the revolutionary trade unions 
must carry on a r eal fi g ht aga inst the sham 
f actory committees usually set up on a j oint 
basis out of workers, nominated by the po­
lice, and representatives of the employers. 
The Kyogikai must continu e to put every 
effort into developing the network of genu­
ine proletarian factory comm ittees and link­
ing up the existing f actory committees und er 
centralized leadership. 

It is essential to utili ze every political and 
organizat ional possibility, however slight, to 
build up w orkers' representation at the point 
of produ ction, any name being adopted f or 
such representation-vigilance committees, 
wage defense committees, commissions to 
promote the improvem ent of working concli­
tions, etc. The title is not important, the 
main thing being that whatever body is set 
up should be elected by all the men and 
women workers and be gen uinely representa ­
tive of all those empl oyed in the o- iven plant. 
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6. The organization of the unorganized 
is the primary and immediate task of all 
trade unions affiliated to the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat. It is therefore 
necessary to make every possible effort to­
wards this goal. The drive to organize the 
unorganized must be carried on systemati­
cally and with a real punch behind it. The 
central objective in this campaign must be 
to recruit new members for the existing revo­
lutionary trade unions and set up revolution­
ary unions where the working masses are 
concentrated-in industrial enterprises, trans­
port, plantations and on the farms. At the 
same time the revolutionary unions must set 
up special commissions of their own to re­
cruit and organize the women and the youth. 

In those countries where the Trade Union 
movement is divided the unorganized work­
ers inust be recruited direct into the revolu­
tionary unions. In these countries the Left 
Wing must not conduct any campaigns what­
ever to recruit members for the reformist 
and yellow unions. All organizational cam­
paigns must be closely linked up with the 
everyday struggle of the workers. At times 
of mass action (strikes, demonstrations, etc.), 
organizational activities must be carried on 
with particular energy. 

7. The policy of the united front and the 
struggle for trade union unity must be car­
ried on entirely from below, at the point of 
production, in strict accordance with a clear­
cut working class programme, a whole­
hearted fight being simultaneously put up 
against reformism and class collaboration. 
Proposals regarding the united front and 
trade union unity must always be submitted 
to the masses, to the rank and file members 
of the reformist unions, in order thus to real­
ize the united front and trade union unity 
below. At the same time it is always essen­
tial to explain to the masses that the reform­
ist leaders (the Rights and the Centrists so­
called), and the trade union bureaucrats are 
paid agents of the bourgeosie, and that they 
sabotage the workers' struggle and ought to 
have no place in the ranks of the trade unions. 

8. The existence of Left Wing unions 
must on no account involve as a consequence 

any repudiation on the part of the revolution­
ary elements of activities inside the reformist 
and yellow unions. On the contrary, the 
revolutionary elements must intensify their 
activities inside these bodies, steps being taken 
to mobilize the rank and file to fight the 
office holders and their treacherous and op­
portunist policies. Activities in the existing 
reformist unions should be continued and in­
tensified, especially wherever these organi­
zations are mass bodies (as, e . . g., in the case 
of the Seven Big Unions of Shanghai and 
the reformist unions in India and Japan). 

It is essential to state here that in this re­
spect the work being done in China is still 
very poor. While carrying on active work 
to consolidate and develop Red trade unions, 
it is essential to pay particular attention to 
those yellow and Kuomintang trade unions 
containing any workers at all, however few. 
Activities in these unions are of outstanding 
importance and most essential. Actually, 
though, there is no clear-cut line oil this point 
in China and the work there is not moving 
out of the rut. A drastic change requires 
to be made in this regard, and the step taken 
from words to work. Our goal must be 
at all costs to win the workers in these unions 
and to direct the whole of their day-to-day 
struggle by mobilizing the workers against 
the treacherous yellow Kuomintang venal bu­
reaucracy. Only whole-hearted actiVIties 
carried on wherever the masses are to be 
found wip make it possible for the Red trade 
unions to enlarge the orbit of their influence 
and transform them into a decisive factor in 
the class struggle of the Chinese proletariat. 

9. The revolutionary trade unions must 
also intensify their activities to fuse all small 
and dual unions into industrial unions stand­
ing on the platform of the class struggle. 
It is up to them to provide the rank and file 
of the working masses with a thorough and 
convincing explanation of the necessity of re­
organizing the craft and territorial unions 
into industrial unions. Any tendencies mak­
ing for mechanical reorganization must be 
got rid of. Certain positive results have ac­
crued from the practice of the "committees 
to advocate industrial fusion" set up by the 

Kyogikai in China as preliminary bodies to 
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effect such fusion. It is essential also to work 
for the merging of different trade union 
organizations in any given branch of indus­
try which at the present time are cut up 
along national lines, this applying to Japan, 
Singapore and the Philippines. 

10. It is perfectly plain that without suit­
able educational activities and the organiza­
tional training of new bodies of active men, 
women and young workers, the revolutionary 
trade unions will never be able to cope with 
the tasks by which they are faced. For this 
reason it is most essential immediately to train 
and educate the more advanced workers for 
the purpose of promoting them to directing 
activities in the workers' class organizations. 
The best means of training such an active 
rank and file is to get the workers drawn 
directly into the daily activities of the trade 
unions. Yet it is also necessary to take steps 
to provide for a deeper and more systematic 
education of active trade unionists, and for 
this purpose a suitable network of trade union 
schools and study circles must be created. 
In addition, it is essential to arrange for reg­
ular reports, lectures and talks on current and 
outstanding issues of the trade union move­
ment. The curriculums and syllabuses of 
these schools and study circles must be 
adopted to the different groups of workers 
and take into due consideration the general 
conditions governing the state of the trade 
union movement in the given country. j 

11. Particularly at the present time, the 
financial question in the work of the unions 
acquires outstanding importance, especially in 
view of the fact that we are concentrating 
on the intensification of their organizational 
actJVJtJes. Yet, as. matters are, not nearly 
enough attention has been given so far to 
this work by our unions in the East. 

In the first place, the unions must arrange 
for the regular collection of members' dues 
(monthly, fortnightly, weekly, or on what-

ever day the members are paid) special bodie~ 
of elected dues collectors being set up for 
this purpose. The funds coming to the 
union treasury must not go entirely on the 
upkeep of machinery and other organiza­
tional requirements, since every union-legal 
and illegal-must aim at accumulating cer­
tain funds. The strike or militant fund of 
the union coming first. In addition to the 
regular allocation of part of the receipts ob­
tained in the form of members' dues, extra 
monies may be obtained for these funds by 
arranging levies, issuing special stamps, etc. 
Wherever police conditions permit, members' 
books must be introduced for those joining 
our unions. These membership books should 
cover a period of several years, as their an­
nual withdrawal and re-issue renders it diffi­
cult to keep regular track of the membership. 

12. The revolutionary trade unions must 
devote serious attention to the matter of es­
tablishing and intensifying international con­
nections between themselves as well as with 
the center of the revolutionary trade union 
movement in the Far East-the P. P. T. 
U. S. To this end they should keep the 
P. P. T. U. S. regularly informed on the 
current situation in their respective countries, 
besides arranging that the workers in their 
own countries have current information con­
cerning the battles of the workers elsewhere 
in the Pacific and throughout the world in 
their struggle against the bourgeoisie. Inter­
national education for the working masses 
is one of the most important tasks lying upon 
all P. P. T. U. S. affiliated organizations. 
In this regard it is essential to carry on ex­
tensive and systematic propaganda against 
any and all attempts whatsoever on the part 
of the representatives of imperialism (the In­
ternational Labor Office, the Pan-Asiatic La­
bor Conference, and like bodies), to get an 
organizational foothold in the countries bor­
dering on the Pacific. 
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The Organization of Agricultural 
W orkers 

R esolution Adopted by the Vladivostok C onf eren ce of the P.P.T.U.S. 

T H.E countries bordering the Pacific Ocean 
are primarily agrarian lands. To this 

very day a considerable measure of fairly 
strong feudal relations have been preserved 
in the agricultural industry of these coun­
tries, though under the influence of foreign 
and native capital the old forms of tenure 
a re being broken up and new forms, capitalist 
forms of landownership (plantation organi­
zation, large-scale farming and rich peasant 
holdings), are coming more to the fore, 
bringing with them large numbers of agricul­
tural workers working for hire. In India, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Korea and China 
the agricultural workers number tens of mil­
lions. In view of the numerical weakness 
of the industrial proletariat in these countries, 
the matter of organizing the rural proletariat 
acquires outstanding importance. Now, th : 
peculiar features of colonial land tenure make 
for the trem endous concentration of labor 
power on small tracts of land, thus promoting 
the work of organizing the land laborers. 

The vital interests of the revolutionary 
labor movement in the Pacific countries and 
the struggle against imperialism and colonial 
oppression render it imperative that the agri­
cultural workers of these countries be im­
mediately organized into independent class 
trade unions. 

The agricultural workers' unions must 
rope in, first and foremost, the workers em­
ployed on capitalist plantations (tea, tobacco, 
sugar, rubber, rice, etc.), the workers on 
large estates and farms and the men em­
ployed in timber cutting and forest clearing. 
These workers must make up the fundamen­
tal section of the union, but around them 
there must be organized the m any millions 
of feed laborers, day laborers and seasonal 
workers scattered up and down the rural dis­
tricts on smaller rich peasant and other farm 
holdings. 

The land and forest workers' unions should 
also organize those workers employed on rural 
plants of any given plantation in the primary 
treatment of agricultural raw m aterials, this 
being done in those cases where there are 
no independent unions for these m en. 

As they stand on the platform of the 
revolutionary class struggle, the land and 
forest workers' unions must be organs prima­
,-ily to promote the development of the work­
ers' economic struggles. Their fundamental 
immediate task is that of fighting to im­
prove the material position and status of the 
land workers, raise their cultural level and 
widen their political horizon& and class out­
look, and thus draw them into the common 
revolutionary struggle of the whole working 
class against imperialism and capitalism. The 
main points in their program of demands 
must be: working hours to be reduced to 8 
per day for adults and 6 per day for minors; 
annual paid holiday of 2 weeks; overtime at 
double rates; abolition of share-cropping (as 
in J apan); fixed wage-by the hour, day or 
month-to be paid in legal tender, the slogan 
being at the sam e time broadcast that real 
wages for the land and forest workers must 
be raised to the level of the average earnings 
of the industrial workers in the sam e district 
(in India, for instance, the wages of planta­
tion workers might be raised to the level of 
the wages paid the textile workers) ; equal 
pay for equal work by women and men; 
fit housing accommodation to be provided; 
no dismissed worker to be evicted from his 
home until he has been provided with new 
living quarters; social insurance covering 
sickness, permanent incapacity, unemploy­
ment and old age, said insurance to be a 
charge on the employers and state; prohibi­
tion of night labor for women and of hired 
child labor; unrestricted right of combina­
tion and to strike ; abolition of serf and semi-
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serf conditions of labor, corporal punishment, 
fines, brutal treatment, and the abolition of 
slave laws like the "penal sanction" of In­
donesia; the abrogation of anti-labor laws 
banning the workers' class organiza,tions, 
strikes, press, etc.; struggle for the confis­
cation of all lands held by big landowners, 
the monasteries and the churches without 
compensation; and struggle against the 
money-lenders, militarists and imperialists 
( China and elsewhere). 

\ Vithout active assistance from the organ­
ized industrial workers it will be extremely 
difficult for the rural workers themselves 
to build up their own organization capable 
of waging successful struggle against their 
exploiters and oppressors. It is therefore es­
sential to set up special commissions under the 
auspices of the industrial workers' unions for 
the purpose of promoting the activities and 
organization of the land and forest workers. 
To this end use must be made primarily of 
those factory workers who are employed in 
the towns for only part of the year and 
spend the rest of the season in their native 
villages. 

The struggle of the land and forest work­
ers' unions must be prosecuted in close con­
tact with the struggle of the poorer peasantry, 
the small holders, and their revolutionary 
organizations. There is much in common in 
the interests of the agricultural workers and 
the interests of the toiling peasantry-the 
poorer peasantry and small holders suffer equ­
ally with the agricultural workers f rom the 
exploitation to which they are subj ected by 
the landowners, capitalists, employers and im­
perialists. To prevent, however, the proleta­
rian character of the land and fores t work-

ers' movement from being glossed over, and 
in order to build up a strong and reliable 
nucleus and secure for the rural proletariat 
the leading role in the developing agrarian 
revolution, the agricultural workers must be 
lined up in their own independent class trade 
union organization. The toiling peasantry and 
small farmers must be organized in separate 
peasant unions. 

Organizational connections between the 
land and forest workers' unions and the mili­
tant peasant organizations may take the line 
(local conditions being taken into due con­
sideration), of the formation of joint land 
laborer and peasant committees of action to 
co-ordinate the struggle against the land­
owners, money-lenders and imperialists and 
build up a joint block of the land workers 
and peasants. 

As regards the reactionary peasant organi­
zations under the leadership of the land own­
ers and big farmers (and of the Kuomin­
tang in China), the land workers' unions 
should fight for their break-up and so free 
from their influence those proletarian and 
poor peasant elements belonging to these 
bodies. 

The work of organizing the agricultural 
proletariat of the Pacific countries in inde­
pendent class trade unions is the work of the 
revolutionary T.U. movement of these coun­
tries. For this purpose a special commission 
should be set up under the T. U. centre of 
each country, this commission to be instructed 
to hammer out a concrete plan of work and 
outline those districts where activities are to 
be begun, and there set up local com:missions 
to organize the land and forest workers. 
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Trade Union Propaganda And Cultural 
Activities of the P.P. T. U.S. 

Adopted by the Secretariat of the P.P.T.U.S., lust After the Vladivostok Conference 

1. I1i view of the growth of the class 
trade union movement in the Pacific coun­
tries, with the intensification of the struggle 
against colonial and national oppression of the 
imperialist powers, against the capitalist of­
fensive and rabid reaction, certain specific 
tasks must be kept in view in pressing for­
ward our trade union agitational, propaganda 
and cultural activities. The varying economic 
and political conditions to be found in the 
countries embraced by the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat, which include highly in­
dustrialized countries like Japan and Aus­
tralia, and countries where industry is a 
source of profit for foreign capital (like In­
dia; Formosa and Philippines) and where 
the development of the revolutionary labor 
movement differs, making a special and in­
dividual approach to agitational and propa­
ganda activities in each country imperative. 

2. The ways and means of running 
trade union agitational, propaganda and cul­
tural activities must be adapted to the political 
and cultural level of the workers in the given 
country. Elementary forms of running ac­
tivities (meetings, posters, gatherings) should 
gradually give way to more complicated 
forms (schools, clubs) tc correspond with 
the general development of the trade union 
movement. This should always be kept in 
view. In those cases where the militant 
trade unions are forced to work illegally, 
like, for example, in China, every loophole 
must be used to run agitarional, propaganda 
and cultural activities, turning to good ac­
count all legal possibilities, such as various 
cultural institutions (schools, libraries, cour­
ses, and even universities) to promote re­
volutionary trade union propaganda. 

3. All our agitational propaganda and 
cultural educational work should be con­
ducted from a working class standpoint. In 
running agitation and propaganda we should 
carefully note the actu:otl conditions obtain­
ing in the given country or at the given en­
terprise as well as the conditions of the 
struggle and be able to link up these activities 
with the general tasks confronting the revolu­
tionary trade union movement. That is why 
it is vital that we popularize for the broad 
masses of men and women workers the true 
significance of the trade unions and their 
role in the general struggle against exploita­
tion and capitalist oppression. Our chief 
attention must be given to explain and elu­
cidate the tactics we mus! use during strikes 
in accordance with the Second Conference 
decisions. The experience already gained in 
this connection in countnes where the trade 
union movement is more developed should 
therefore be noted. Ways and means of 
running agitational activities during strikes 
should be constantly improved so that they 
could be used and applied by the broadest 
circles of our active trade union workers. 
Meanwhile educational activities must be ad­
vanced to free the workers ideologically 
from religious superstitions, national and 
racial antagonisms, which are fostered by the 
bourgeoisie and their agents-the mission­
aries and reformists. It is therefore essen­
tial to educate the broad masses of the work­
ers in an international spirit. 

Mass Forms of Agitation and Propaganda 
and Cultural Educational Activities. 

4. One of the chief tasks the class unions 
should keep in view is to arrange for class 
agitational activities and to cater to the cul-
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tural needs of the working masses. All 
these activities should aim primarily at cater­
ing to the most backward sections of the 
working class and be adapted to the con­
ditions of the struggle and development of 
the movement in the given countries. During 
strikes and during the maturing of strikes 
our agitation and propaganda should aim at 
explaining: ( 1) the forms and methods of 
organizing and guiding the strike move­
ment, ( 2) the demands ;.nd slogans of the 
workers, ( 3) the necessity of drawing un­
organized workers into th(; struggle and into 
the trade union movement, ( 4) the condi­
tion of the enterprise and the industry af­
f ectecC by the dispute, ( 5) the correlation 
of forces between labor and capital, ( 6) the 
true character of anti-labor laws, repres­
sions, etc., ( 7) the fact that the present 
day struggle of the working class is offensive 
in character, (8) the 5trike movement and 
the position of the struggle in other coun­
tries, etc. Simultaneou~ly, during strikes 
and lockouts, we should organize the educa-" 
tion of the workers in an international spirit, 
and set up international connections. 

5. In view of the fact that there are 
large numbers completely illiterate workers 

, (India, China) the trade unions are also 
faced with the stupendous work of raising 
the cultural and political level of the working 
class. It is therefore important that all our 
agitational and cultural work be easily under­
stood and readily grasped even by those work­
ers who are unable to read. We should there­
fore recommend that striking posters and 
slogans be hung up in prominent places, mass 
meetings and demonstrations should be or­
ganized as well as the reading of papers and 
books, evenings of questions and answers as 
well as simple talks on all questions vitally 
affecting the interests of the working class. 

6. Experience gained in several countries 
(like in China) shows distinctly that workers' 
clubs did some good work in furthering the 
activities of the class trade unions. In our 
trade union cultural activities we should 
therefore aim first of all at establishing work­
ers' clubs, which should be organized not 
only if premises are available, but also by 
making use of the enterprises and the street, 

in a word, wherever we can get a place for 
the men to gather. It is imperative that 
group and indvidual propaganda activities be 
organized among the workers in the enter­
prises and streets. Talks, flying meetings, dis­
tribution of literature and issuance of factory 
papers, etc., should all be arranged. Good 
use should be made of various slogans, pos­
ters, leaflets, factory and wall papers. Steps 
must also be taken at the same time to or­
ganize workers' sport organizations, this ap­
plying especially to J apan and China, where 
the ground has already been prepared, these 
organizations to be put in touch with the 
Red Sport International. 

7. The carrying out of the tremendous 
tasks confronting the young revolutionary 
trade union movement of the Pacific coun­
tries depends in a large measure on a well­
organized and regular trade union press ser­
vice. The trade union papers published in 
Japan and China today are being suppressed 
and confiscated. Nevertheless, we should 
keep on publishing them. On the other 
hand, the existing trade union papers in India 
and the Philippines, cannot cope with the 
growing needs of the working class. Fur­
ther, we must extend the practice of publish­
ing daily bulletin sheets and leaflets, especially 
during economic and political events. In those 
localities where the workers speak in various 
vernacular languages, we must, from time 
to time, issue special sheets and leaflets in the 
native languages. We should remember that 
the trade union press must always be the 
mouthpiece and the organizer of the working 
class sruggles. 

8. To guarantee the success of the poli­
tical and cultural educational activities among 
the masses, a special trade union committee 
should be appointed for this work by the 
respective trade unions. This committee 
should be charged to make arrangements and 
carry out campaigns in the trade unions, 
guide cultural activities, work out measures 
of training active trade union workers, al­
ways taking into consideration the experience 
gained in this field in the given country. In 
order to draw in the large masses of workers 
to our agitational and propaganda work, in 
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order to make them interested . in this work, 
special propagandists and organizers should 
be appointed for the various enterprises, 
mines and plantations. During strikes special 
propaganda committees must be organized un­
der the strike committees or militant com­
.mittees. 

9. Collections should be made among the 

workers to organize cultural and educational 
activities, to organize schools and to purchase 
literature, etc. In the independent cultural 
educational organizations and the workers' 
clubs, membership fees should be fixed in ac­
cordance with the decisions of the general 
meetings of the members. 

September 1, 1 92 9. 

101 

Resolution on 
The Role of the Trade Unions and 

Socialist Construction 

Adopted at the Vladivostok Conference of the P.P.T.U.S. 

HAVING heard Comrade Avdeyeva's re-
port on the part played by the trade 

unions in Socialist Construction in the Soviet 
Union~ the Second Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Conference notes with satisfaction the speedy 
tempo of the development of Socialist econo­
my in the U.S.S.R., and the raising on this 
basis of the materal and cultural level of 
the many millions of workers. The steady 
progress in all branches of economy, social 
and cultural life is the best proof that the 
working class - freed from land-owners, 
bourgeoisie, church, bourgeois science and 
yellow press, is fast approaching its aim of 
the real brotherhood of nations, real labor 
democracy created by the workers for their 
own interests. The workers along the coasts 

of the Pacific Ocean are with untmng at·· 
tention and deep sympathy watching the tre­
mendous and creative work in the U.S.S.R. 
The workers' and peasants' masses and the 
trade unions of the U.S.S.R. may be assured 
that all the exploited classes and oppressed 
nations are on their side. The union between 
the working class of the country where Revo­
lution was victorious, and the working class 
along the Pacific Coast is of utmost im­
portance for the victorious struge:le with Im­
perialism, for the . national and social liber­
ation of the working masses in the colonies 
and semi-colonies. 

Our greetings to the Builders of Socialism 
in the Soviet Union! 
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MacDonald's Prison Lavv in Palestine 
By J. B.-Jerusalem 

THE death sentences in Haifa, the mal-
treatment of children in Nablus, the mass 

arrests, mass trials, police persecutions and the 
military terror are-so it appears--only the 
modest prelude of the terrorist, reactionary 
regime, which the socialists of His Majesty 
intend to introduce in Palestine. 

While the imperial commission appointed 
by him is trying to gull the public with an 
appearance of impartiality (whereby they are 
fully assisted by the treacherous "national" 
leaders of the Jews and Arabs), the Mac­
Donald Government itself is proceeding to 
eradicate every revolutionary movement in 
the country and every new advance and be­
fore all, to render impossible for the future 
any movement for freedom. On October 
25th there was decreed for Palestine a law 
which is an absolute prison law directed 
against the revolutionary labor movement. 
This law is to take the place of the Ottoman 
laws concerning high treason, insurrection, 
etc., which have obtained up to the present. 
It is, however, much more cruel and mean 
than the law of the Sultan. 

Whereas, in the former laws it was chiefly 
national and religious agitation that the Tur­
kish Government threatened to punish, in the 
present law the penalties are almost eliminat­
ed in that direction. There was only one of 
the bloodiest Jewish progroms of recent his­
tory and a not less terrible slaughter of Ar­
abs- every door has been left open for a 
repitition of such a blood-letting. But all the 
lightning of his legislation is directed by the 
Labor Colonial Minister against the anti-im­
perialists; anti-imperialistic propaganda 
("preparation for revolution against the man­
datory power in word or writing")-life­
long imprisonment-inciting to civil war­
the same penalty; agitation among the troops 
or police-imprisonment for life. And then 
"lesser" offences, offences against the "social 

order": membership of an illegal party or or­
ganization which is not registered (the regis­
tration of the Red Aid, for instance, in fact 
even of workers' cultural clubs, has been re­
fused (!) one to three years; agitation for 
the class struggle ( ! ! ) three years; distribu­
tion of revolutionary proclamations - five 
years; insulting the British flag-three years; 
contributing to an "illegal" organization­
six months (for instance, to the Red Aid) . 
Neither Pilsudski nor Horthy would need to 
be ashamed of this law; but the fact, never­
theless, is that neither the Lloyd George nor 
the Bal<;lwin Government-in spite of re­
peated demands from the Palestine police­
dared to issue the prison law. This honor 
was reserved for the "great man" of Social 
Democracy. 

The law is mentioned only in the press as 
the anti-Communist law, and as such it is 
naturally hailed with joy by the "humane/' 
"pacifist" and "idealistic" Zionists. It is also 
coming into force immediately: mass raids 
by the police have commenced for the pur­
pose of putting all those suspected of Com­
munism under lock and key at once. Be­
hind the prison walls, however, the condi­
tions are such that a few weeks, not to speak 
of months and years, suffice to make impris­
onment "life-long," i. e. completely to ruin 
the prisoners physically and morally. 

The mass hunger strike of political pris­
oners, which has broken out within the last 
few days, throws a vivid light on the condi­
tions in MacDonald's prison infernos. The 
only answer which the prison administration 
could make to the request of the workers for 
humane treatment, political regime, abolition 
of disciplinary reprisals, was the carrying out 
of corporal punishment - the abolition of 
which was promised by the conservative Co­
lonial Minister-on several political prison­
ers! Others were beaten until they hled by 
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the brutal warders and put in chains; after 
eight days of the hunger strike, the prison 
officials deprived them even of water in or­
der to hasten their death. 

M acDonald's barbarity of the Middle Ages, 
a reactionism more reactionary than that of 
the Die-Hards, is only equalled by the atti­
tude of the local sections of the Social Fas­
cists. For five days the chief Social-Demo­
cratic newspaper published no reports of the 
hunger strike, which had already been men­
tioned by the bourgeois press and even by tpe 
Fascist paper. When, finally-under the 
pressure of the indignation of the workers 
against this treachery in regard to the ·fight 
for the political regime, for which the Social 
D emocrats took the responsibility a year ago 
-an article appeared but was shortly follow­
ed by a telegram of provocation against the 
Communists, designed to incite the workers 
once more. The Left Wing Poale Zion 
were even more interested than the police in 

throttling the hunger strike, for they openly 
opposed every support of the strikers and 
spread the most poisonotis calumnies against 
them. 

After all this, there can be no doubt that 
the whole reaction, of course with MacDon­
ald at its head, wishes to organize a new 
wave of such persecutions of the workers and 
the revolutionary-national movement in the 
country, designed to wipe out the movement 
as such and destroy its members. Precisely 
because the revolutionary wave is on the rise, 
because the radicalization of the masses is 
progressing, the sympathy for Communism 
growing in · spite of the agitation against it, 
MacDonald's anti-Commui1istic offensive 
will lead to very stubborn fights. The sup­
port of the revolutionary workers in England 
and the pressure brought to bear upon the 
lackeys and the bloodiest imperialism, may 
thereby prove to be the deciding factor. 

For the Struggle for Freedom of the Arab 
People 

From an Appeal of the League Against l mperialisrn 

THE events in Palestine go to prove the 
fact that the Arab national question con­

stitutes today one of the most important items 
of world politics. Also the Arabs have the 
right to abolish the dismemberment of their 
countri es and to form a united, strong, inde­
pendent, perfectly free State, a great Arab 
national State, th e form and fate of which 
are to he determined not by the exercise of 
force of imperialist foreigners but by the will 
and th e interests of the toiling masses of the 
native Arab population, peasants, workers and 
bedouins. 

The League Against Imperialism and for 
National Independence, impressed by the 
splendid demonstration strike on November 
2nd in Palestine and in view of the powerful 
development of the national movement in all 
Arab countries, sends cordial greetings to all 
fighters for Arab National emancipation. It 
considers it necessary in connection with the 
stn1ggle for Arab national emancipation, to 
express two ideas which arise from the gen­
eral experience of the international struggle 
against imperialism. 

The Arab peopl e must not believe in th e 
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hypocritical manoeuvres and the honeyed 
words which the British imperialists use every 
time thei r position is endangered, while at 
the sam e time employing bombs and machine 
guns (the fraudu lent Treaty with Egypt, the 
investigation commission in Palestine, the 
play with Iraq, etc.) The Arabs must real­
ize that the so-called "Labor Government" 
of M acDonald was purposely entrusted with 
government power in Great Britain in ord er 
to damp down the growing revolutionary in­
dignation of the masses in the suppressed 
countries by means of deceit; to corrupt the 
leaders of the nationalist movements by means 
of hypocritical promises, and in this way to 
consol idate and extend the bases of imperial­
ist exploitation. 

The secon d experience of the international 
struggle aga inst imperialism teaches that a 
people can conduct a successful struggle for 
national emancipation against the imperial ist 
power only, if the leadership sets up a pro­
g ramme of social demands of th e great ma­
jority of the Qation, of the toilers, fights for 
it itself and places the organization of the 
national struggle not in th e hands of a $mall 
group, a narrow circle of rich landowners or 
religiously influential and privileged individ­
ual persons, but in the hands of the broad 
masses of the toiling population. It is neces­
sary that in every city, in every village, in 
every hedouin group there exist a fightin g 
committee against imperialism and for na­
tional em'ancipation and unitv. These com­
mittees which are to be composed of the most 
tried fellahin, workers and bedouins, shall 
make all dec isions regarding the organization 
of the anti-imperialist struggle in their dis-

tricts. They shall also elect in every separate 
country a Central Arab national-revolution­
ary Committee, and these committees shall in 
turn elect for the whole area an "All-Arab 
National Revolutionary Council." Such an 
organization, built from below, is capable of 
mobilizing all the forces of the people in th e 
struggle for national liberation. It is at the 
same time a gua rantee that the struggle will 
not be ended before a real victory is achieved. 
H ence the creation of a broad, militant or­
ganization is the command of the hour. 

In the fight for this aim the Arab people 
can reckon upon the active support of the 
L eague Against Imperialism and for Nation­
al Independence. The Arab national move­
ment has reached such a stage that it appears 
expedient to establish a close connection be­
tween it and the international organization, 
the L eague Against Imperialism. Form there­
fore in every country a section of the L eague 
Against Imperialism! Form in all important 
districts local branches of the L eague. Such 
local branches can also be formed in the big 
villages. Unite the sections of the various 
Arab countries in an "All-Arab Committee 
of th e League Against Imperialism ." 

Long live the liberation struggle of the 
Arab People! 

D own with the imperialists, down with 
the dismemberment of the Arab countries, the 
mandatory system and the Balfour Declara­
tion! 

Long live the Federative, really f ree and 
independ ent great Arab State ! 
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OUR PREAMBLE 

Extract from the Statutes of the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat: 

In order: 
1-To carry on a joint struggle against the 

dangers of war between the Powers of the Pacific. 
2-to counteract the imperialist dangers that 

menace the Chinese Revolution; 
3-to help the oppressed people of the Pacific 

to liberate themselves from the yoke of Imper­
ialism; 

4--to fight against and remove all racial and 
national barriers and prejudices which still divide 
the exploited classes and oppressed peoples to 
the advantage of the exploiters and oppresse>rs. 

5-to cement and to maintain a real fraternal 
united front of the exploited classes in the coun-
tries .of the Pacific; ' 

6-to organize and to carry out joint actions 
of the exploited and oppressed people against the 
oppressing Powers; 

7-to fight for World Trade Union Unity and 
for the creation .of a single United Trade Union 
international; 
.....,the representatives of the Trade union move­

. ments of Australia, Chi~a, the Philippines, the 
' Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, Japan, Java, 

Korea, France, England and the United States 

·· ; _• · 

of America, having gathered at the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference, herewith Q.ecide unan­
imously to create immediately an organ of con­
nections, propaganda and action~this organ to 
be called: The Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre­
tariat. 
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