
N A T I O N A L C O N V E N T I O N 
C l e a r L a k e , I o w a A u g u s t 2 7 - - S e p t . 1 



NATIONAL CONVENTION AGENDA 
REGISTRATION BEGINS SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 27. THE SPECIAL CONVENTION 
ISSUE OF NEWLEFTNOTESCONTAININGWORKINGPAPERSAND STATEMENTS BY NATIONAL 
OFFICERS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AT THAT TIME. A PARTY WILL BE HELD IN THE EVENING. 
AHENTION: $20.00 REGISTRATION INCLUDES THREE MEALS PER DAY AND BED FOR FIVE 
DAYS OF CONVENTION. 

Aug. 28 Aug. 29 Aug. 30 Aug. 31 
9 7 M " 

Breakfast (coffee & donuts) s e r v e d 1 
in ma in h a l l . 1 Breakfast in main hall. | Breakfast in main hall. ' 

9 : 3 0 J 
Pone/ on Blectorat Politics: Charlie ' 

Cobb (SNCC), Carl B/oice (Scbeer), • 
Clark K/ssfnger (Chi 49 CIPA), 1 
Stan Aronow/tz , f N Y C/PAj 1 
Moderator: Roy Dahlberg | 

Panel on Black Power, Charle Cobb, • 
Tom Hayden, Ann Braden, Richie Roth- 1 
s te in . 1 

Special workshops ' 

Basic skills of community organizing, \ 
Carol McEldowney. • 

Anti-war . 

Draft 1 

F irst p l e n a r y sess ion 
State of Organ i za t ion 

Report by Pres ident , 
Nat ' l S e c , off icers 
of reg iona l off ices, 
a n d REP. These wi l l 

T J : 0 0 1 

Workshops on electoral politics. Will | 
include at least one on electoral law. • 

Workstiops on Black Power, Weiss- • 
man, Branden, CORE, SSOC. ! 

Special workshops continue. ! 

Organizational | 

Welfare organizing - Rich Clover \ 

be short summat ions 
of reports in special 
Issue of N L N . 

Br ie t quest ion a n d a n s w e r pe r iod . 
Adopt ion of convent ion a g e n d a f o r 

next two d a y s . * * * * 

1:00 j 
Lunch served in cafeteria will be i 

served cafeteria style. • 
i ttn^n in i n f A t a r r n 1 
Lvfi^ri III K^KjJCJGrio m 

1 

Lunch in cafeteria 1 

****lt is env i s ioned that the p l e n a r y 
sess ions wi l l b reak down into three 
a r e a s of concern : cons iderat ion of 
resolut ions a n d p rogram proposa ls , 
constitutional amendments , and elec
tion of off icers . 

2:00 • 

Panel on American intervention in • 
the 3 r d world. Todd Gitlin and Carl . 
Oglesby. Moderator: Jim Jacobs | 

Special Workshops, Labor Panel, . 
Aronowi i z , fuersf, Webb, Bennenson, . 
Modero fo r : Nat Stillman, Marxism - \ 
Bob Gottleib, Methodology of Socio-
logy & Political Science ~ Mike Locker " 

Panel on the University as an arena ^ 
and as an agent of social change. ? 
Dick Flacks, Steve Weissman, Judy ' 
Bernstein, Jeff She ro . Moderator- ' 
Mike Goldfield 1 

3 : 30 1 
Workshops on 3rd world will include | 

Locker on researching American Im- | 
perialism, Booth on S. Africa. | 

Continuing special workshops, work- ' 
shops on labor. 1 

Workshops on adult organization, • 
Flacks et al. ' 

Kennedy Assasination, She ro , H U A C - ' 
Kriley ' 

Workshops on the University i 
Eric Chester, researching u. defense 1 
contracts; Bernstein & Jacobs, Organi- 1 
z ing on small campuses. Goldfield, I 
Anti-rank at U. of Chicago. | 

s u m m e r 
n a t i o n a l 

6:30 i 
D inne r in Cafeteria | 

Dinner in Cafeteria, Announcement • 
of special workshops. . 

Dinner in Cafeteria. 1 
Announcement of program workshops | c o u n c i l 

c l e a r l a k e , i o w a 
7 :30 j 

Panel on work ing with l ibera l s and | 
l ibero l g r o u p . . p^^, ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  , 

and others • 

Special workshops • 

Adult organization, Art& The move- | 
ment , Non-violence, violence. | 

Prog ram workshops a 
Anti-war I 
Draft 1 

c o u n c i l 
c l e a r l a k e , i o w a 

9 : 0 0 1 
Workshops on work ing with l i be ra l s | 

REP Workshop | 

Work ing with communists • 

- Ha l Bennenson . 

• 

sept. 2 - 3 

welcome to Clear Lake 
CONVENTION I N S T R U C T I O N S S T E E R I N G C O M M i n E E 

A s pe r the mandate of the last Not iona l 
Counc i l , the August Nat iona l Convent ion 
Is respons ib le for c lar i fy ing the issues upon 
which a document stating the bas ic ideolo
g ica l precepts and assumptions of S D S wi l l 
be built . The convent ion should seek to out
l ine a r e a s both of a g r e e m e n t a n d d i ve r 
gence of thought a n d should attempt to 
ar t icu late ra t iona les for posit ions in te rms of 
assumpt ions a n d a n a l y s e s . 

In addit ion to loy ing the bas ic ground
work for such a document , the convent ion 
should s e r v e a s an educat iona l tool for its 
attendants and as a forum w h e r e i n v i a b l e 
a n a l y s e s of the a r e n a s In which we work 
con be e v o l v e d and strategies for dea l i ng 
with them d e v e l o p e d . To faci l i tate this , the 
convent ion is d i v ided into six p r i m a r y a r e a s , 
in each of wh ich a pane l has been set up 
to de l inea te the a n a l y s e s of d i rect ions for 
act ion current ly be ing exper imented wi th . 
These pan4c w i l l b reak down into workshops 
smal l enough to a l low max imum port ic lpa-
tion a n d interchange of ideas . Each pane l 
and workshop wi l l h a v e a record ing secre
ta ry w h o wi l l outl ine the bas ic positions 
taken and the assumptions under l y ing them. 
Workshops may d e v e l o p proposa ls for pro-
grommot ic gu ide l ines or policy resolut ions 
to be cons idered by the convent ion , o r m a y 
d e v e l o p specific p rograms for cons iderat ion 

by the nat ional counci l . 
As w e must dea l with a far l a rge r number 

of rea l i t ies than a r e c o v e r e d by the six panels 
workshops In other a r e a s hove been set 
up with t ime le f t fo rspontaneousd i scuss ions . 
Ne i the r pane l s nor workshops should be 
v i e w e d as hav ing to reach any consensus 
on specif ic topics, but ra ther should see as 
their purpose the outl ining of a r e a s of con
cern and cur rent th inkingwithin those a r e a s . 
The convent ion a lso has responsibi l i ty for 
making the results of such discussions publ ic 
to the member sh ip of the organizot ion so 
that they m a y be discussed and d e v e l o p e d 
in the ensu ing months. 

The convent ion must a l so moke decis ions 
g o v e r n i n g the bas ic direct ion and conduct 
of the organizat ion for the fo l lowing y e a r . 
It must def ine the role of and elect off icers , 
cons ider constitutional amendment s , c reate 
ana ly t i ca l a n d p r o g r a m m a t i c g u i d e l i n e s a n d , 
in g e n e r a l , dea l w i t h t h e t r e m e n d o u s g r o w t h 
S D S had undergone since its last conven
t ion. P lenary sess ions to this purpose a r e 
schedu led to occur the lost two doys of the 
convent ion , beg inn ing W e d n e s d a y , A u g . 3 1 . 
The first sess ion of the p l e n a r y wi l l con
sist of addres ses on the stote of the organ i
zat ion by its off icers and reg iona l coordi-
notors Qod the dete rminat ion of the ogendo 
for the r e m a i n d e r of the convent ion . 

The odminlstraNon of the convent ion wi l l 
be hand led by a committee composed of 
one de legate e lected by each of e ight re
g iona l caucuses , the nat ional sec re ta ry , pre
sident , v ice-pres ident a n d the convent ion 
coordinator . This body w i l l moke admin i s t ra
t ive dec is ions concern ing the a l locat ion of 
resources , d isc ip l ine , a n d p rocedure . Fur
ther , it wi l l attempt to ga in • sense of the 
body a n d moke a n ogenda proposal for the 
p l e n a r y , as we l l a s choosing c h a i r m e n sub
ject to ratif ication by the p l e n a r y . This is 
be ing done to try to keep a g e n d a debate 
to a m in imum so that a l l the bus iness of 
the convent ion can be hand led in the t ime 
o l loted . The agenda proposal w i l l inc lude a 
pr ior i t izat ion of issues a n d t ime l imits . Peo
ple who h a v e suggest ions concern ing the 
ogendo should opprooch the committee pr ior 
to the f irst p l e n a r y sess ion . A suggest ion box 
wil l be a v a i l a b l e ond the committee's meet
ings w i l l be announced be fo rehand . If people 
wilt make use of the existence of this com
mittee to c rea te a coherent agendo propo-
sol pr ior to the cons iderat ion of the a g e n d a 
by the ent i re body , w e con be spa red a 
t ime-consuming, inherent ly undemocrat ic , 
a n d ex t reme ly unp leasant ogenda debate 
a n d m o v e quickly to substant ive mate r i a l . 

The fo l lowing o re the e ight reg ions , each 

of wh ich wil l e lect a de legate to the s teer ing 
commit tee : 

1 . N e w E n g l a n d : Mass . , C o n n . , R. I , , Vt . , 
N .H . , M e . 

2 . N e w York C i t y , N e w J e r s e y 
3 . N e w York State , Penn . , D e l a w a r e , M d . 
4 . I I I . , Ind . , O h i o , Mich . , Mo . 
5. W. V o . , V o . , Ky . , A rk . , Tex. , O k l a h o m a , 

F l a . , a n d the rest of the South. 
6 . M inn . , Wise . , Iowa , N . D a k o t a , S . D a k o t a , 

N e b r a s k a , Kansas . 
7 . Mounta in States , A r i z o n a , N e w Mexico, 

W a s h . , O r e . , A l a s k a , H a w a i i . 
8 . C a l i f o r n i a . 
A r e a s wi l l be staked out dur ing lunch on 

S u n d a y for v a r i o u s reg ions to caucus a n d 
e lect de lega tes to the s teer ing committee . 

vonNG 

M e m b e r s at the convent ion h o v e one vote 
each a n d chapters a r e a l l owed one add i 
t ional vote for each f i ve m e m b e r s , ut with 
no m e m b e r h a v i n g m o r e than two votes . 
The re wi l l not be a c redent ia l s committee 
for the convent ion , so that de legates f rom o 
par t icu lar chopter should dec ide w h o is to 
h o v e the ext ra vote(s) a n d respect that de-
d s i o n . 



E L E C T O R A L 
P O L I T I C S 

As S D S begins to seek w a y s to l e a v e the 
conf ines of the campus and I n v o l v e n e w s e g -
ments of the populat ion in a m o v e m e n t for 
basic , r ad i ca l chonge in the economic a n d 
polit ical st ructures of A m e r i c a , the nat ion-
state, it is only natura l that one of the di rec
tions it looks is towards the vot ing booth . 
It is equa l l y natura l that direct ion ra i ses 
quest ions across the spectrum of the move
ment . On the one hand , "social ism at the 
polls" has g i v e n us such Utopian polit ical 
bodies , w h e r e the C I A and the US M a r i n e s 
h a v e let them e n d u r e , as the N D P , the 
Labor Party a n d , in our own history , the 
N e w D e a l . At the s a m e t ime, non-electoral 
bids for change , such a s the labor o r c iv i l 
rights movements , hove begotten such re
vo lut ionary gestures as Taft-Hart ley and the 
Vot ing Rights b i l l . 

The discussion now, as in the past, a lso 
r e v o l v e s a round such issues as whether 
or not we should work within the conf ines 
of existent part ies or work only with can
didac ies independent of t hem . In the past 
few y e a r s w e h a v e seen the r ise a n d fal l 
of independent e lectora l movement s such 
as the P r o g r e s s i v e Pa r ty and the M F D P 
and the i n a b i l i t y of S o c i a l i s t s and 
Communis t s w h e n e lected to br ing a n y rea l 
c h a n g e for the b e t t e r . But, a s e v e r , 
the r e a l quest ion is how do w e get a n d use 
power . M o v e m e n t peop le h o v e port ic ipoted 
in a number of v a r i o u s e lec tora l campa igns 
in the last y e a r with a n u m b e r of d i f ferent 
ra t iona les for their part ic ipat ion . S o m e of 
these , like the Scheer campa ign and the 
va r ious Commit tees for Independent Poli-
ticol Act ion, hove been init iated ond run by 
m o v e m e n t people . Others , like the A d a m s 
campa ign In Massachusetts or the United 
F r e e d o m Ticket in N e w a r k , h a v e been ini
tiated by people a n d orgonizat ions to our 
r ight whi le we h a v e suppl ied the troops 
for them. 

The importance of our attitudes towards 
such kinds of act iv i ty g rows with the in
c reas ing number of e lectora l efforts t h a t a r e 
l ikely to be launched in the n e a r future 
as the w a r expands and oppress ion in the 
ghetto inc reases . 

There a re s e v e r a l quest ions that must be 
a n s w e r e d if we a re to intel l igent ly formu
late 0 position v i s a v i s those va r ious ef
forts. The most of important , of course , is 
whe the r or not e lectora l act iv i ty is at a l l 
r e l e v a n t to the kind of change w e want to 
br ing about, e i ther as on organ iz ing tool 
or as a road to r e a l power . If w e a s sume 
that it is, for which of the a b o v e reasons? 
Is a n e lectora l camp iagn a tool for l inking 
together va r ious issues and invo lv ing new 
people or does it c reate on art i f ic ia l faith 
in A m e r i c a n "democracy"? C a n rea l power 
be ga ined through the w inn ing of a n elec
tion, or wi l l a radica l candidate be re fused 
his seat , as in the cose of J u l i a n Bond in 
At lanta and others before him rang ing a l l 
the w a y bock to the Populists in '88? E v e n 
if seated , can he be any th ing other than a 
disrupt ive force? Is the abi l i ty to cause that 
disrupt ion a v a l i d expendi ture of our re
sources? If w e dec ide that e lectora l act iv i ty 
is a v iab le a v e n u e to power , should w e 
work, e v e n in i t ia l ly , within the confines of 
the Democrat ic or Republ ican part ies or 
wi l l that force us into coal i t ions that w i l l 
reduce our p rograms to l ibera l i r r e l e v a n c e . 
Should we begin thinking now about a new 
nat ional third party or w i l l that diss ipate 
our ene rg i e s a n d show our weakness . If 
so, should we now be init iaf ing independent 
campaigns on the local l eve l ? Should such 
independent candidac ies hove perspect i ves 
on not ional a f fa i r s , should the Lowndes C o . 
F r e e d o m Par ty col l for the r e m o v a l of a l l 
mi l i tary instal lat ion f rom their county or 
the social izat ion or dissolut ion ot corporate 
industry or should they stick to g a r b a g e 
collection a n d law enforcement . 

A s in the South and the ghetto a r e a s 
of the north we come n e a r e r and n e a r e r 
the abi l i ty to w in e lect ions and a s the w a r 
g i v e s added impetus to peace candidac ies 
w e w i l l h a v e to Intel l igent ly d e a l with a l l 
these , and other quest ions a n d unless w e 
begin now w e ' r e l ikely to still be react ing 
w h e n that t ime comes . 

c o n v e n t i o n p a n e l s ^^^^ 
W O R K I N G W I T H U B E R A L 

O R G A H I Z A T I O H S 

P O W E R 

The prob lem to which t h i s p o n e l i s d e v o t e d 
is not so much "how to work with" l ibera l 
organ izat ions-wi th t rade unions , re l ig ious 
groups , peace and c iv i l l ibert ies groups . 
Beh ind that l ies a more bas ic p rob lem : 
how do y o u work with l ibera l peop le , both 
to bui ld power by bui lding re lat ionships with 
them, and to radica l ize their perspect ives? 
If w e work with organizat ions , then , the 
quest ion becomes whether such approaches 
a r e the most ef fect ive , economica l , and 
legi t imate for us. O r ore there other w a y s 
of re la t ing to the peop le who make up these 
organizat ions and g i ve them their power? 

For SDS the bas ic concern of this pane l is 
c ruc ia l . O u r organizat iona l thrusts h a v e a l 
most who l l y been in pover ty and student 
communi t ies . Yet w e a r e mostly middle-
c lass not only in background but in post-
student work status. And in publ ic functions 
w e re la te to and work with m a n y middle-

c lass , l ibera l organizat ions . Yet w e h a v e re
m a i n e d v e r y unc lear a s t o w h a t o u r o i m s a n d 
approaches can or should be in such work . 
S o m e S D S people hove begun to o rgan ize 
in l i be ra l , middle-class communi t ies , a n d 
pe rhaps we a r e on the v e r g e of a strong 
thrust in that d i rect ion . It becomes a l l the 
m o r e important , then , to t ry to c lar i fy our 
goa ls and assumpt ions in such work . 

The approach of the panel i s t should there
fore be to begin with • v e r y b r i e f descr ip
tion of the work he is do ing , and then to try 
to expla in why that kind of work is important 
a n d des i r ab le , g i v e n SDS ' s perspect i ves and 
goa l s . The panel ists should try to get at the 
a d v a n t a g e s a n d p rob lems of such work , af-
w a y s keeping in mind the quest ions : a d v a n 
tages for what? a n d p rob lems , g i v e n w h a t 
goa ls? O n the bas is of such a d iscuss ion , 
pe rhaps we can begin t o e v a l u o t e w o r k d o n e 
and plan direct ions for future work. 

A M E R I C A N I H T E R V E H T I O H 
I N T H E T H I R D W O R L D 

A m e r i c a ' s inf luence in the a f fa i r s of na 
tions in the Third Wor ld has become a n 
important issue for S D S . The mass i ve power 
of the United States seems na tu ra l l y to lead 
to some forms of over t or cover t In te rven
tion [For our purposes w e def ine in te rven
tion as a n y action that constitutes a n in
trusion into the pol i t ica l , economic , and 
socio! a f fa i rs of a nat ion) . With increas ing 
f requency w e h a v e seen A m e r i c a n action in 
the Third World upset the possibi l i t ies of 
ach iev ing democrat ic rad ica l i sm in these 
countr ies . V4i i le we b e l i e v e these in te rven
tions unjust i f ied, it is not c lear what forces 
mot ivate United States B e h a v i o r . A r e w e 
foced with on A m e r i c a n pol icy b a s e d upon 
the sea rch for new markets a n d scarce re
sources , or is the Uni ted States pol icy based 
upon less economic and more ideologica l 
cons iderat ions? Does the rhetor ic of United 
States officials m e r e l y "cover" economic mo
t ivat ions , o r a r e these pronouncements taken 
se r ious ly by those who make them? The 
ene rg i e s of this pane l a r e d i rected toward 
a d iscuss ion of the motivat ing forces beh ind 
the United States ro le in the Third Wor ld . 

This is not s imply an academic quest ion. 
The attempt at establ ish ing c r i te r ia for ex
p la in ing the behav io r of the United States 
toward the Third Wor ld has th ree "payoffs" 
for S D S p r o g r a m . (1) A comprehens ion of 
United States act ions in the Third Wor ld w i l l 
e n a b l e S D S to focus its protest p rog rams in 
a more effect ive m a n n e r . C l e a r l y , if pol i
c ies o re dominated by economic cons idera
tions more than ideological myths in Viet
n a m , then S D S strategy must be des igned 
to confront corporate power ra the r than 
part ic ipat ion in the elect ion ot dove candi
dates . (2) A c l e a r e r unders tanding of the 
United States pol icy toward the Third Wor ld 
wil l a l low S D S to antic ipate A m e r i c a n be
h a v i o r . Too often S D S protests h a v e come 
as a hasty response to a United States in
te rven t ion . We need a n a n a l y s i s that wi l l 
a l low us to see the probable paths of United 
States pol icy so that long-range p rog rams 
m a y become poss ib le . (3) A n unders tanding 
of the mot ivat ing forces behind United States 
pol icy wi l l r e v e a l more specific a n s w e r s to 
the power re lat ionships among the A m e r i 
can e l i tes . We wi l l be ab le to see more 
c lea r l y the inter re la t ionsh ip (if there is one) 
between domest ic a n d internat ional deci
s ion-making. 

The Arguments: To put it b r ie f l y , four 
g e n e r a l v i ews h a v e been a d v a n c e d among 
A m e r i c a n rad ica l s to exp la in the b e h a v i o r 
of A m e r i c a n fore ign pol icy. 

(1) Best known is the surp lus capital the
o ry . The a rgument h e r e is that United States 
pol icy is or iented by the need to Invest 

capita l in unde rdeve loped a r e a s . The capi
tal ist economy cannot absorb a l l of its pro
fits a n d thus some must be invested in other 
a r e a s if the system is to r e m a i n stable . In 
order that it can invest its capita l without 
f ea r of a loss of profit, the United States 
must h a v e some control o v e r theThtrd Wor ld 
nat ions . A vo r i en t of this a p p r o a c h , but 
rest ing upon s imi la r assumpt ions , i s t h e v i e w 
that United States poHcy Is moHvated by 
the des i re for scarce mate r i a l s wh ich con 
only be found in many Third Wor ld notions. 

(2) Another approach b e l i e v e s the sur
plus capita l theory is a necessa ry but not 
sufficient reason for exp la in ing United States 
b e h a v i o r . The economic supers t ructure has 
created a n " ideology" that d e m a n d s justifi
cat ion . We a r e at war in V i e t n a m , accord
ing to this v i e w not because specif ic econo
mic interests a re being th rea tened , but be
cause we see the V i e t n a m e s e struggle as a 
test for our sys tem. O u r economic mot iva
tions hove been extended to ideologica l 
and often i r ra t iona l b e h a v i o r . 

(3) The third v iew sees the mot ivat ion for 
United States pol icy coming f rom the percep
tions and opin ions d e v e l o p e d by A m e r i c a n 
policy make r s dur ing the e a r l y d a y s of the 
Co ld War . This approach focuses on the v a l 
ues held by specif ic pol icy make r s . A m e r i c a 
reacts to the Third Wor ld nat ions in the 
s a m e m a n n e r as she had toward the Sov ie t 
Union a n d C h i n a . There is little comprehen
sion of indiqenous rebe l movements , or the 

(cont inued on page 4) 

In the post few months people a l l across 
the country hove been talking about block 
power . Most of them hove t r ied to def ine 
what it means . The woefu l inadequacy of 
their attempts is eas i l y t raced to a mis
unders tand ing : ~ they try to moke black 
power more explicit than it a l r e a d y is . They 
do not recognize that the idea of black pow
er wi l l ga in substance , only as the move
ments which ra l l y to its cry d e v e l o p . 

People l ike o u r s e l v e s wi l l p robab l y ga in 
a g rea te r unders tanding of black power , not 

. by t ry ing to def ine it in the abstract , but by 
facing those crucial issues which black pow
er forces sympathet ic whi tes to confront . 
M a n y of these issues r e v o l v e a r o u n d one 
centra l quest ion : How do white people (as 
o rgan i ze r s and const ituencies) relate to black 
power m o v e m e n t s ? This quest ion a n d the 
issues which stem f rom it wi l l be the con
cern of the pane l on block power . 

These issues include the fo l lowing : 
1 . The quest ion of tactics: A s the black 

power movement s become more nat ional is
tic a n d ant i -Amer i can , their tendencies for 
i d e n t i f y i n g (in m o r e s a n d v a l i w i ) with 
non-Western countr ies s e e m to I nc rease . 
Tactics which blacks m a y identify with , m a y 
l eave most white people ( including our con
stituencies) fee l ing uncomfortable (like pic
keting Lucl's wedd ing a n d other " impropr ie
ties"). 

2. The prob lem of v io l ence : Wil l students 
be ab le to cgopera tewi th black power move
ments that a r e de l ibe ra te l y v io lent (destruc
tion of pol ice ca r s , Wil l is wagons , p roper ty , 
e t c ) ? How wi l l w e re la te to r iots a s they 
bea>me g r e a t e r in proport ions a n d m o r e 
polit ical in tone? How wi l l the poor and 
middle c lass whites that w e o re beginn ing 
to o rgan ize v i e W the v io lef fce with which 
the black power movements m a y erupt? 

3 . The i r rac ia l rhetor ic : What do students 
and other white rad ica l s make of the rhe
toric of the black power m o v e m e n t s which 
g i ves a bas ica l l y rac ia l interpretat ion to the 
p rob lems of the black poor in our society? 
How much of their p rob lems do we see as 
c lass prob lems and how much as rac ia l prob
lems? Do w e accept the rac ia l rhetor ic In 
fu l l , r e j e c t it out of h a n d , o r occept it 
OS on ly a par t ia l l y adequate explanat ion? 

4 . Cu l tu ra l d i f ferences : The he ightening of 
black consciousness seems to accentuate 
and g i ve added s ignif icance to the many cul
tura l d i f ferences between whi tes and blacks; 
f rom eat ing habits to musica l s ty les to d ia
lect, cu l tura l d i f ferences seem to be func
tioning as marks of identity that a l low blacks 
to sha rp l y dist inguish themse l ve s in opposi
tion to whi tes . What impact w i l l this h a v e 
for the deve lopment of a n in te r rac ia l move
ment of the poor? W i l l it p rec lude its de
ve lopment or w i l l It e n a b l e it to d e v e l o p 
in a new ma nne r ? 

5 . A u x i l i a r y functions for whi tes : Whataux-
i l iory functions, if a n y , should whites take 
on? Shou ld they spend a g rea t dea l of their 
t ime defend ing black power movement s to 

(cont inued on page 4) 
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prev ious l y , because of the expanded ro le 
of g o v e r n m e n t in the economy , the cha l l enge 
of automat ion , m o r e a g g r e s s i v e w a r poli
c ies , the ra i s ing of g e n e r a l non-mater ia l 
p rob lems of work ing condit ions and creat ing 
jobs that a r e m o r e mean ing fu l , a n d lock 
of democracy in the workplace.''-'; 

3 . how student rad ica l g roups can re la te 
to the p rob lems of workers and to the bui ld
ing of an act ive and d e m o c r a t i c l a b o r m o v e 
ment - p rob lems as rad ica l s , p rob lems as 
students, as people with middle c lass back
grounds , a n d the quest ions of commitment , 
and whe the r w e identify as port »l the 
lower c lass , as part of the middle c lass , a s 
a n intel lectual g roup with sepa ra te but 
compat ib le interests with work ing peop le , or 
a s a s epa ra te group a l together . 

4. (a) Is the concept of a l ienat ion f rom 
work a meaningfu l concept, e i ther ana ly t i 
ca l ly end emp i r i ca l l y or a s something to or
gan i ze a r o u n d ? Is it bas ica l ly or only 
subject ive ly dif ferent between white co l la r 

a n d blue col lar wo rke r s ? How is it re la ted 
to economic exploi tat ion, to lock of control 
of one's ind iv idua l life e i ther through a 
representa t i ve social g roup or a s on Indi
v i d u a l , to lack of polit icol power? 

4 . (b) A r e workers today happy a n d con
tented with their condit ion and m e r e l y suf
fer ing f rom middle-closs a l i enat ion , or not 
suffer ing f rom anyth ing at a l l but r ea l l y 
v e r y content - or , a r e wh i le col lar worke r s 
and the new middle c lass be ing pro letar i -
an lzed? 

5 . Does the present union leadersh ip in 
fact represent the rank and f i le of their 
unions? How h a v e the c o l d w a r , automat ion , 
union "corruption" a n d el i te l eader sh ip , Toft-
Har f l y , and inc rease of the se rv i ce indus
tr ies caused the dec rease in union member
ship, with only a about 25% of the work 
force organized? Is the A m e r i c a n work ing 
class better off because of the exploitation 
of worke r s In other countr ies and the de
fense-war economy? 

LABOR 
WORKSHOP 

By Not St i l lman 

The discussion in the labor workshops w i l l 
cove r three main a r e a s ; 

1 . W e wi l l exchange reports and exper
iences about work in the labor m o v e m e n t 
o v e r the past y e a r . 

2 . W e wi l l formulate p lans for the future , 
both specific p lans for left labor work includ
ing possible resolut ions for the convent ion 
p l e n a r y sess ion , dea l ing with S D S labor 
p r o g r a m , a n d a longer- range perspect ive for 
the gene ro l direction of the labor move
ment a n d our re lat ions to it. 

3 . W e w i l l e n g a g e i n d i o l o g u e w i t h p e o p l e 
work ing in other a r e a s concern ing possible 
w a y s to work together in common p rog rams 
and the deve lopment of pr ior i t ies for radica l 
o rgan i z ing . This wi l l mean discuss ion about 
the w a y to re la te unions to the prob lems 

of communi i i es a n d Amer i con i m p e r i a l i s m , 
both direct ly as unions and indirect ly as 
fo rums for discussion of sociol i ssues ; (eg-
ftf«d a n d ontl-war work) ; the polit ical ro le 
of unions a n d the labor m o v e m e n t (C IPA) ; 
and the historical a n d theoret ico l importonce 
of labor as part of c radica l a n a l y s i s of A m e 
r ica (REP) . 

The schedule of meet ings wi l l be : 
S u n d a y night ~ in forma l meet ing of people 

interested in labor lo make f ina l the pro
g r a m for the workshops. 

Monday a f te rnoon : 2-4-panel discussion 
ra i s ing the prob lems of new left work with 
labor and what has been done in the post 
y e a r . 

4-6 discussion of the issues ra ided by the 
pane l a n d d i s cus s th^ues t tonso f the longer 
perspec t i ve for labor work and the re lat ion 
to other radica l o rgan iz ing (other parts of 
•3 wi l l cont inue In formal ly on Tuesday or 
in another workshop discussion if des i red) 

8-10 specific p lans and information for 
peop le new to labor work who want nitty-
gritty informat ion about how to set up stu
dent labor committees , l ea rn about local 
un ions , extent of organizat ion , etc. 

The ma in goa l of the workshop is to get 
more people i n v o l v e d in orgoniz ing the 
labor m o v e m e n t ~ both in organiz ing the 
unorgan ized and in doing polit ical organ i
zing with a l l worke r s . The discuss ions about 
theory and direct ion o re rea l l y secondary 
until w e know more about labor history and 
h a v e extens ive exper ience about labor a n d 
organiz ing in the present per iod . 

The pane l discussion wi l l r a i s e s o m e o f the 
fol lowing i ssues : 

I . what the model of a more democrat ic 
o r 0 m o r e socia l ly c m n t e d union than those 
that now exist wou ld look like ~ compar i son 
of the work being done by N F W A , lUD , 
M F L U , a n d SDS in organ iz ing unions ; 

1. (b) the question of work ins ide the AFL-
C I O , is it monolithic , how might it change , 
con caucusesbe organ ized inside bod unions, 
what of the va r ious pol i t ical and non-poli
t ical reasons that unions a* re i n d e p e n d e n t 
f rom the Federa t ion : 

1 . (c) the re lat ion of the labor m o v e m e n t 
with communi ty , c iv i l r ights a n d polit ical 
g roups OS a l l i e s . 

2 . how union organ iz ing re lotes to a moss 
m o v e m e n t for bas ic social chonge in A m e r i 
ca - rad ica l s inside unions , whe the r orgcn 
nizotion of unorgan ized white co l la r or b lue 
col lar worke r s is going to l ead to a dif ferent 
kind of l abor m o v e m e n t than has existed 

third world 
panel 

(continued f r o m page 3) 
specific polit ical context of a Third Wor ld 
nat ion. 

(4) F i na l l y , there is the v i e w that sees the 
United States as a notion attempting to pre
s e r v e the Internat ional status quo. By their 
v e r y existence, the Third World nations hove 
upset internat ional o rder . The United States 
must i n te rvene in order to p r e s e r v e • stable 
internat ional sys tem which wi l l a l low the 
process of establ ishing a detent with the 
Commun i s t nations to proceed un impeded . 

Probably none of the panel ists wi l l stand 
f i rmly behind one v i ew . Their object wi l l be 
to present their opinions and discuss their 
positions with specific r e g a r d for the as
sumptions beh ind their v i ews . 

J a m e s Jacobs 

The un ivers i ty is the place w h e r e many of 
us come to l e a r n : to deve lop ourse l ves , to 
recognize our tradit ion, to understand the 
w o r l d . Some of us come to ga in profess ional 
t ra in ing or m a y b e for no reason at o i l . Most 
of us hove been d isappointed . The un iver
sity shows itself as o place with little re le
v a n c e to our l ives or to life in g e n e r a l . 
The paterna l i sm of admin is t ra tors and steri
lity of many courses make it a b reed ing 
g round for es t ranged youth , many of whom 
h o v e d e v e l o p e d their own unique cu l ture . 
Yet , the un ive rs i t y (or ra ther "mult ivers i ty " 
to use Ker r ' s te rminology) is one of the 
most important economic institutions In the 
country . To many this m a y seem a porodox. 
For those of us who want to rad ica l l y change 
the un ivers i ty , it is important to understand 
which trends in the un ivers i ty a r e cruc ia l 
and which a r e not. The panel is ts wi l l con
s ider these t rends discussing the r e l evance 
of each for a p rogram of un ivers i ty r e f o r m . 
F r o m thei r exper iences they w i l l d iscuss 
their conception of a "good" un ivers i ty and 
the strategies for obtaining if. Hopeful ly , 
what wi l l e m e r g e is the beginnings of a co-
he ren l v i s ion which prov ides w'-j c^o di-

BLACK 
POWER 

(cont inued f r o m page 3) 
other whites a n d ra is ing money , or should 
they not p lay this type of ro le at a l l? 

The pane l wou ld attempt to examine the 
impl icat ions of these questions on the dif
fe rent constituencies that w e organ ize : 

1 . The poor ; What r eeva lua f ion must we 
now moke of our concepts of in ter rac ia l 
o rgan iz ing and the bui ld ing of an in ter rac ia l 
m o v e m e n t of the poor? Should whites n e v e r 
o rgan ize blocks or should they do so only 
In ploces w h e r e the constituencies o r e inte
grated? E v e n if whi tes should not o rgan ize 
blacks, should blacks e v e r organ ize whites? 
How does the rac ia l rhetor ic effect this e v a l 
uation? Should people organiz ing poor 
whi tes moke on attempt to confront their 
const i tuencies w i t h the i r v i e w s on block 
power movement s or should they try to dis
creet ly a v o i d such issues? 

2. The Peace Movement : Wha tnew oppor
tunities do the r ise of the black power move
ments open up for w h i t e s ? S o m e p e o p l e f e e l 
that these movements a r e probably the most 
fert i le ant i-war constituency in the country ; 
can w e h o w e v e r , fruitful ly join with them in 
anti-war act iv i t ies? Wil l a n y cooperat ion be 
possible between those engag ing in block 
e lectora l politics and those part ic ipating in 
the deve lop ing peace and third party poli
tics? Wil l the v io lence that vo ices itself in 
the anti-war rhetor ic of S N C C be a pos
sible bas i s for white peaceniks to re late to 
or wi l l it undermine much of the mora l bas is 
of middle-class ant i-war fe rment? 

3 . The student movement : What joint anti-
administ rat ion protests a r e now possible 
between students and the ghetto dwe l le r s 
that sur round many ot our big un ivers i t ies 
(for example , can Woodlawn black people 
join with Univers i ty of Ch icago students in 
exposing and protesting univers i ty owner
ship of s lum proper l y n e a r the un ivers i t y? ) . 
Must the t a c t i c s of the students become 
more v io lent and the rhetor ic more rac ia l 
if this coal i t ion is to d e v e l o p ? 

rection to our protest in the un ivers i ty . 
These t rends Include the fo l lowing: 
1 . The author i ta r ian nature of the c lass 

room: close student-faculty re lat ions a re no 
longer a n ideal in m a n y un ivers i t ies . With 
the g r e a t emphas i s on r e s e a r c h [ond no 
doubt other factors) , l a rge lectures s e e m 
the predominant form of educat ion . Ass ign
ments that can be eas i l y cor rected become 
the "best" teaching tools. Students a re en
couraged to l ea rn first ra ther than attempt 
to quest ion the assumptions beh ind what they 
h a v e ass im i l a ted . H a v i n g little chance to con
front their instructors after c lass , they ore 
told to a c c e p t t h e w o r d s o f t h e g r e a t m a n who 
has g i v e n the lecture . 

2. Pa te rna l i sm ; M a n y schools seems to be 
re lax ing some of the more obnoxious social 
ru les at their un ive rs i t i es . Is this a pro
g r e s s i v e sign or does it just s e r v e o s a token 
to p reven t students f rom hav ing a n y control 
ove r quest ions of cu r r i cu lum, l i v ing condi
tions, re lat ions of the un ivers i ty with the 
mi l i ta ry , etc.? 

3 . The re seems to be a g row ing t rend 
toward mi l i tar izat ion in the un ivers i ty : w a r 
r e sea r ch , C I A contocts, g rea te r cooperot ion 
with se lect ive se r v i ce , a n d the control of 
g rea te r a n d g rea te r per centages of re
search money a n d loans by the defense de
partment? How con w e organ ize aga inst this 
t rend and how does it effect the qual i ty of 
the un ivers i ty in b o t h o v e r t a n d c o v e r t w a y s ? 

4 . The corporate nature of the un ivers i ty : 
Most un ivers i t ies h o v e a b u r e a u c r a c y whose 
means of decis ion-making o re known only to 
a few . The Informat ion that is c ruc ia l in most 
decis ion-making situations seems in the 
hands of only a few select admin is t ra tors . 
Depar tments compete for funds for tenured 
posit ions, and for students. They try to make 
attract ive product that wi l l sel l to under
graduates , to compan ies , and to those who 
wi l l g i v e them la rge grants . A n d a b o v e a l l 
the un ivers i t ies o re run by boards ot trus
tees who tend to be wea l thy bus inessmen 
and Successful profess iona ls , those e lements 
that a r e most satisf ied with society as it is 
today , and who a lso pe rce i ve the univers i ty 
in corporate te rms . 

5 . P rofess iona l i sm of f ie lds : Depar tments 
tend to def ine themse l ves in m o r e o n d more 
na r row w a y s . They see the knowledge in 
their f ie ld as distinct f rom that of a n y other 
and scorn on interd isc ip l inary quest ions . 
They tend to be inte l lectual ly f r agmented . 
They emphas i ze those technical and minute 
a r e a s which ore m e r e l y in their f i e ld , tend-
over-profess ionol ize and under- inte l lectual-
ize t h e i r students. B e c a u s e the o n l y 
w a y to attain status in one's f ie ld is by ap
pea r ing in t h e i o u r n a l s a n d s p e a k i n g t o t h e s e 
quest ions , c a r e e r i s m ra ther than curiosity is 
fostered , S 'uden t M o v e m e n f s ; recent ly there' 
has been o growth of student organizat ions 
of the campus committed to univers i ty re
f o r m . How o r e these groups go ing about 
change? Should they work with the faculty , 
or o re the interests of the faculty and stu
dents inherent ly dif ferent? A r e the student 
unions s im i l a r to the ones in F rance the 
answer? S ince m a n y l a rge un ivers i t ies o re 
located in urban a r e a s should the student 
groups work with the local cit izens on uni
vers i ty re form movements that effect the 
local communi ty? F ina l l y , what o re the prob
lems of bui lding a student m o v e m e n t on a 
smal l co l lege campus? 

Coming in October 

A PROPHETIC MINORITY 
By Jock Newfield 

"The New Left, the best of 
our America In this new 
generation, in all its anar
chistic creativity, splendid 
n o n s e n c e and s a i n t l y 
devotion," 

- I . F. Stone 
"Things about the present 

time that will be the cherish
ed memories of the future." 

-Murray Kempton 

Coming in November 
THE OTHER SIDE 
By STAUGHTON LYND 
and THOMAS HAYDEN 

A report on their trip to 
Prague, M o s c o w , Peking, 
and Hanoi - The Other Side 
clarifies fo r the first time 
American and Vietnamese 
negotiating positions neces
sary to end the war. 
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Russell's coll for on International Tribunal 
to try American Leaders for War Crimes 
committed in Viet Nam. 
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END THE WAR IN VIETNAM 
Enclosed please find $175.00 for a 
half-page ad in your fund raising 
magazine. Spend it any way you see fit. 
Continue to do whatever you con to 
stop American militarism abroad and 
American reaction at home. We ore pri
marily a faculty committee, our form of 
combat is debate, our weapon is the 
clenched pipe. We place ads in the New 
York Times, and support Peace 
Candidates, that ore clearly anti-
War. We print massive amounts of 
literature; our rotes; $5.00 per 
1,000 for one poge of copy (We 
type), or $2.50 per 1,000 if copy 
is ready for photographing. Call us: 
607:AR37158, or write to Inter-
University Committee for Debate on 
Foreign Policy, (classy title, eh?), 
PO Box 701, Ithaca, NY. Note to 
printer: just print this ad in the 
corner of our page and leave the rest 
of the page blank - why waste moneyl 

INTER-UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE FOR DEBATE 

O N FOREIGN POUCY 
(Organizers of the Teoch-ln) 

Box 701 Ithoco, New York 14850 

}nCE-PRESIDENrS REPORT 
b y J e f f S h e r o 

O n e is struck w h e n t r ave l i ng a r o u n d the 
country by the d ive rs i t y a m o n g S D S chap
ters , par t i cu la r l y t h e d i f fe rences in the i r 
pol it ical unders tand ing . W h i l e campus t ra
ve l i ng In the last six months in the p la ins , 
south, a n d west , I at tempted to sho re in 
a few br ief d a y s lessons that the m o v e m e n t 
has l e a r n e d through s e v e r o l y e a r s of ex
p e r i e n c e . F r o m this exper ience I h a v e con
cluded that the typical notion of campus 
t r ave l i ng is incorrect , that much more is 
r equ i red than g i v i ng speeches and talking 
to groups . 

A three d a y d i sorder in E l Paso w a s the 
most e f f e c t i v e organ iz ing attempt t h a t I 
m a d e . At the t ime, A l i ce E m b r e e a n d my
self w e r e t rave l ing togehter a n d a r r i v e d 
a t Texas W e s t e r n in E l P a s o w h e r e c m e e t l n g 
of their l ibera l fore ign re la t ions c lub hod 
scheduled me as a speoker . It was a ra ther 
typical talk about the nature and issues of 
the M o v e m e n t des igned for u l t ra conse rva 
t ive campuses . A f t e r w a r d w e a l l ad jou rned 
to a professor 's house to drink b e e r and dis
cuss the prob lems of t h e i r o r e a . l n t h e c o u r s e 
of the conversat ion the lock of c iv i I l ibert ies 
on the campus become appa ren t and I sug
gested that we beg in Hyde Porkstump speak
ing the fol lowing d a y . They w e r e enthusiast ic 
a n d wonted me to speak a r o u n d noon in 
the patio of the student un ion . They w e r e 
too enthusiast ic . It soon wos ev iden t that 
they wanted to let on outs ider attempt to 
w in this r ight for them. A l i ce ond I thought 
It better that they become i n v o l v e d f rom the 
beg inn ing , so w e a rgued that ins tead , w e 
should put up • V i e t n a m l i terature table in 
the patio which wou ld i nvo l ve more people 
a n d ra i se b roade r issues of c iv i l l ibert ies 
with the admin is t ra t ion . The rest a g r e e d . 

The next d a y at a quar te r of twe lve a 
l i te rature table was set up a n d expectant ly 
the club member s wa i ted for the students 
to get out of c lass . It w a s a short wait . Soon 
there w e r e about 2 0 0 hundred students sur
rounding the table curs ing about the com
munists , e n r a g e d at the sight of an anti-war 
table . S o m e of the more f r ienz ied pro w a r 
advoca tes attacked, r ipping up the l i te rature , 
knocking d o w n the t a b l e and punching 
a r o u n d some of the guys . A gir l ran for 
the campus cops, but they told her It w a s 
none of their bus iness . W e re t rea ted . 

That af ternoon the group discussed what 
had h a p p e n e d a n d dec ided t h a t they 
must re turn the next day . Theadmin is t rot ion 
attempted to get us to accept • cool ing off 
pe r iod , but the faculty sponsor , R ichard 
Trex ler w a s a d a m e n t and w e rep l ied that 
w e must return the next day . S e v e r a l of the 
students who had been punched a r o u n d went 
to the court house to f i le assau l t cha rges 
a n d found the judges unava i l ab l e and then 
unenthusiast ic . L ibera l professors scur r ied 
a round bleat ing that they just didn't rea l i ze 
that things w e r e so bad at Texas W e s t e r n . 

The nex tdcy the table was put up and about 
5 0 0 students su r rounded the table to sc ream 
a n d tea r up the l i te ra ture . 20 cops f rom the 
city w e r e on hand , but did nothing as our 
a d v e r s a r i e s threw eggs In amaz ing ly beauti
ful arcs that ended about us . The crowd was 
goaded on by some member s of the just 
returned number one in A m e r i c a basketbal l 
t e a m . As tempers g r e w to a f e v e r pitch the 
Pres ident of the un ivers i ty a p p e a r e d , c l imb
ed upon the tab le , and rece i ved a tumultuous 
booing f rom the c rowd . A d e a n jumped up 
a n d told the crowd that the man w a s the 
pres ident . The crowd quieted . The Pres ident 
in his first known public contact with the 
student talked about dissent as a t radit ion 
in A m e r i c a and the importance of the image 

of the un ive r s i t y . He concluded that he w a s 
l e a v i n g it up to the mob to dec ide what to 
d o . W e w e r e happy about his bel ief in indi
v idua l decis ion making and ter r i f ied at the 
poss ible results . Some m e m b e r s of the mob 
shouted that they wonted to hea r a speaker . 
R ichard Trex ler attempted to speak open ing 
the f irst v e r b a l exchanges . Most of his state
ments w e r e d rowned out by the shouting 
c rowd. A C u b a n w h o was a l so a port t ime 
campus cop, jumped and s c reamed about 
the Communis t s w e r e ki l l ing people in C u b a 
a n d that w e w e r e Communis t s a n d that w e 
should be ki l led or sent to Russ ia . He w a s 
so rab id and nonsens ica l thot R ichard Trex
ler a p p e a r e d to be o pa ragon of w isdom 
in contrast . The debate cont inued amidst the 
hurt l ing eggs for about a n hour . A t the end 
of the second d a y ' s ep isode , some students 
come up and expressed sympathy with us 
a n d opposit ion to the w a r . 

The th i rd d a y the l i te rature table was put 
up a n d aga in a crowd of s e v e r a l hundred 
ga the red . O n e fe l low stepped out and a 
roar went up f rom the crowd thinking he 
w a s g o i n g to t e a r up the l i te ra ture . He 
turned to them a n d sa id , "I wont to see 
what these people h o v e to soy." 

The mob was b roken . Some come to the 
table and a rgued voc i fe rous ly , others still 
shouted obcenit les occas iona l ly . But the 
point had been mode. There wasocceptonce 
of v i s ib le dissent for the f irst t ime on the 
campus a n d the right hod been won for 
student g roups to distr ibute l i te ra ture . 

More important than the c iv i l l ibert ies 
v ictory w a s the tronsformat ion that hod token 
place in the student group and the student 
body. The l ibera l student group hod become 
s e l f - c o n f i d e n t and m u c h m o r e radica l 
through the exper ience . They had seen the 
true react ions of their contemporar ies , the 
admin is t ra t ion , the cops, the judges, and 
professors exposed . The Instruction had been 
better than a hundred speeches . The student 
body had wi tnessed an Important polit ical 
event , h a d themse lves r e v e a l e d , and 
l ea rned in • rea l w a y about c a m p u s c iv i l 
l ibert ies . 

Wh i l e t r ave l l i ng , I found that speeches o re 
a n exceeding ly poor organiz ing tool . People 
come to a speech with the attitudes they 
attend most lectures with , and as a who le , 
a r e not touched in a n y d e e p w a y . I found that 
in most speeches , I recru i ted a few people 
for the chapter , but that the importance 
of the e v e n t in the i r l i v e s w a s n i l . Speeches 
s e r v e the purpose of getting introductions 
to many people on the campus . The more 
reword ing aspect of a v is i t comes f rom the 
conversat ions that in formal ly a r i se dur ing 
a s tay . Discussing the gr ind ing meoningless-
ness of campus life at three in the morning 
with o little beer and the Stones on the 
s tereo has much more pe r sona l impact than 
lectur ing people . The conve r sa t ions tha tyou 
happened into about what the g roup might 
attempt on campus after y o u ' v e been there 
s e v e r a l d a y s usua l ly h a v e much m o r e insight 
than G talk o n m o v e m e n t t a c t i c s a n d s t r a t e g y . 
Compus t r ave le r s should spend I think • mi
n imum of three d a y s at a campus , or instead 
of humans with common pains and asp i ra 
tions, the t r a v e l e r becomes a pe r sonage 
project ing his image . 

The most v i ta l role that I can see S D S 
campus t r a v e l e r s in the future p lay ing is 
that of gu inea pig. That is offer ing them
se l ve s as a ca ta l y s t toc reo tea loca l con f ron t 
at ion . A n i n c i d e n t at our A r i zona State 
chapter offers a good i l lustrat ion , 

(cent, on page 29) 
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national secretary's report 
J a n e A d a m s 

Most of this report wi l l be • repr int of 
exerpts f rom Booth's repor t in the J u n e 17 
N L N . I h a v e not been in the Nat iona l Of
fice long enough to g i v e o r e s u m e of the 
pas t y e a r ' s act iv i t ies , but Pau l ' s report does 
that quite w e l l . I'd like to dea l with the 
re lat ionship of the N O to the rest of the 
organ izat ion in this report , ofter a br ief 
run-down of N O octivit ies du r ing the sum
m e r . 

S U M M E R ACT IV IT IES 

Most of our resources h a v e b e e > used to 
p lan the convent lon :Roy D a h l b e r g w a s h i red 
to coordinate the p lonning , which he has 
done in conjunction with REP and other 
interested peop le . The response in te rms 
of work ing papers , reg iona l and chapter 
discussions, a n d feedbock lo us seems to be 
good . 

Fundra i s ing has been less successfu l . $10 , 
0 0 0 expected at thebeg inn ing of the s u m m e r 
for the pr int ing project has n e v e r mater
i a l i zed , so our l i terature stock is low. W e 
h o v e m a n a g e d to pay staff s a l a r i e s each 
w e e k since the e n d of J u n e , pay for N L N , 
a n d keep our credi tors off our bocks, but 
our debts o r e still l a rge a n d wi l l be l a r g e r 
af ter the convent ion . ( See f inanc ia l report ) . 

O the r p rog rams which took up chunks of 
t ime w e r e : The pol l ing of the N I C on the 

Aptheker student str ike p roposa l ; setting up 
f r a te rna l re lat ions with N S C F , S S O C , S N C C , 
Y C S , SRL, LRY, S U P A , & N S M a s mandated 
by the J u n e N C ; pol l ing the N I C on our 
response to the supeoning of 15 anti-war 
act iv ists by H U A C a n d the re la ted mai l ings 
to the chapters and press ; getting N L N out, 
chang ing m e m b e r s addresses , ond f i l l ing lit. 
requests . 

It b e c a m e apparen t in the pol ls thot w e r e 
token of the N I C that it is not representa t i ve 
of the membersh ip , most of its m e m b e r s not 
be ing col lege students . This needs to be 
cons idered in setting up the next inter im 
decis ion-making b o d y . The N A C has a l so 
b e e n a polit icol body , making the f ina l 
dec is ions on the woniJing of a ca l l or press 
r e l e a s e , dec id ing who to send as rep resen
tat ives to va r ious meet ings , dec id ing whe
ther the Nat iona l S e c r e t a r y should part i
c ipate in a p ress conference , etc. If w e 
hod a W A T S l ine , these dec is ions could 
be mode more democrat i ca l l y , bu tg i ven thot 
0 W A T S l ine costs appx . $2000 a month, 
ond that amount of money does not s e e m to 
be forthcoming, m a n y doy-to-doy polit ical 
dec is ions fa l l on people in C h i c a g o : the 
N A C . 

R O L E O F N A T I O N A L O F F I C E 

It is opporent that most regions a n d many 

chapte r s do not hove the democrat ic invo l -
v e m e n t of their m e m b e r s . S h o u l d t h e N O 
be . respons ib le for making these bodies 
democrat ic? If so , how? If not, how con they 
be mode more representa t i ve? 

W h a t is the ro le of not ional staff in plon
ning p rogram? Hir ing f ield staff for specif ic 
p rog rams? Coord ina t ing p r o g r a m s only 
through N L N ? Sett ing up educat iona l insti
tutes a r o u n d the country? Appoint ing people 
loca l ly a n d reg iona l l y to do g i v e n local o r 
r eg iona l jobs? That is , how for does not ional 
office author i ty extend within the organizo
t ion? 

How does the Na t iona l Off ice establ ish 
re la t ions with other groups? W h a t con it 
do to moke f r a te rna l re lohons r e a l to the 
member sh ip? - Ar t i c les in N L N ? Jo int r e 
g iona l conferences? How do w e select de
legates to other group's meet ings? 

W h a t kinds of gu ide l ines should the or
gan izat ion set for not ional re la t ions with 
other g roups - non-froternol left g roups , 
l ibera l g roups , internat ional organizat ions? 
How con w e deepen our re lat ionships with 
ou r "brother" g roups in other countr ies? 

Shou ld the N O set up conferences for 
specia l- interest a r e a s : insurgent (under
ground) p r e s s ; f r ee un ive rs i t i e s , l abor , 
e lectora l polit ics , the a r t s , high school , etc.? 

In te rms of office funct ioning: Staff insto-
bl l i ty is on e v e r c u r r e n t p rob lem . P e o p l e 
r a r e l y stay o v e r 6 months, usuol ly not m o r e 

than th ree . This stems part ly f rom the hasty 
w a y in which staff o re chosen, part ly f rom 
the chaotic a tmosphere of the off ice, port ly 
f rom the a l ienat ion f rom the "field", part ly 
f rom the changes m o v e m e n t people o r e 
go ing through , wh ich s e e m to moke us uncon-
titutionolly unsul ted for office work . Jobs o r e 
getting m o r e de f ined , week ly staff meet ings 
he lp ing to sp read informotion about the 
day-to-day jobs e a c h person does , but stil l 
w e o re understaf fed a n d work Is distr ibuted 
u n e v e n l y . A n y suggest ions on how to im
p r o v e this s ituation? (Has a direct bea r ing on 
y o u r l i ves , cause it d e t e r m i n e s whether y o u 
get you r lit o r d e r or not, o r get you r ad-
dressogroph cord changed or not.) 

Anothe r eve r -cu r ren t p rob lem, f inances ! 
The constant lock of m o n e y does hona-up 
work ing cons iderab ly , as in be ing unable 
to f i l l lit requests due to lock of money 
for p a p e r to pr int l i te ra ture , or lock of 
m o n e y for postage; hav ing to l imit phone 
col ls , not be ing a b l e to f inance campus 
t r a v e l l e r s or new community projects , etc. 
W h a t is the responsibi l i ty of the N O ; what 
is the responsib i l i ty of the member sh ip , 
chapter , reg ion? How con N C dec is ions on 
interna l fundra i s ing be c a r r i e d out? 

So those o re some of the quest ions of the 
re lat ionship of the office to the organizat ion 
OS a who le . Booth's report , wh ich fol lows, 
g i v e s m o r e of what has been go ing on o v e r 
the post y e o r . 

P A U L B O O T H - O U T G O I N G S E C R E T A R Y - J U N E 1 9 6 6 
O u r movement has chonged its pr ior i t ies 

d ramat i ca l l y a t a number of junctures : in 
spr ing 1964 w e t ransformed S D S f rom on 
inte l lectual center Into o communi ty organ i
z ing campa ign ; in Spr ing 1 9 6 5 w e m Q d e S D S 
the leader of the student an t iwar m o v e m e n t ; 
this y e a r w e h a v e m o v e d to make it a 
rodicol pol it ical action organizat ion with a 
b rood p r o g r a m . S D S has been polit icized 
in s e v e r a l w a y s : 

(1) its attitude toward in terna l quest ions 
(2) its re lat ionship to student discontent 

a n d the phenomenon of the a l i en
ated youth cu l ture on campus 

(3) its re lat ionship to forces for change 
in the communi ty . , 

(4) Its s tandards for the interna l func
tioning of chapters and 

(5) its attempt to moke explicit and e l a 
borate its p rogram a n a l y s i s , stra
tegy, and v a l u e s . 

The D e c e m b e r Con fe rence was the occa
s ion of our recognit ion of S D S ' new charac
ter as a not ional student organ izat ion . In 
our own right as an o rgan ized movement , 
w e hod become a new feature in A m e r i c a n 
l i fe . That conference was on exerc i se in col
lect ive self-definition for many of us ; ot the 
s o m e t ime, we w e r e struggl ing with the 
i n t e r n a l p rob lems caused by the rap id 
growth of S D S . My report at that time tr ied 
to re lect both p rob lems . To summar i ze it 
h e r e : 

It started by noting the organizat ion 's 
c r i s i s of coherence . "The most e l e m e n t a r y 
prob lem of S D S is that it straddles two 
socia l functions; it s e r ve s as the most power
ful and important organ ized express ion of the 
left in A m e r i c a , a n d it s e r v e s as o radlcol 
educat iona l organizat ion for students." 

T h e compet ing colls on SDS e n e r g y h a v e 
m a d e it impossible to, function in the poli
ticol a r e n a in a sustained w a y . . . To take 
o u r s e l v e s s e r l o u s l y o s a polit ical factor would 
m e a n that . . , we wou ld a v a i l ou r se l ve s 
of the democrat i c decis ion-making machi
n e r y a v a i l a b l e (in S D S ) a n d actual ly make 
dec is ions . A n d by implicat ion not l e a v e mat
te r s to the decis ion of the N A C , the N a 
t ional S e c r e t a r y . . 

The phenomena l growth of S D S dur ing 
1 9 6 5 w a s because it tapped the an t iwa r 
express ion of studental ienatton 
A s on organizot ion , our response to this 
m o v e m e n t dipped and rose rad ica l l y dur ing 
the y e a r ; in the s u m m e r w e olmost aban
doned it, a n d on ly af ter a f rontal attack by 
the Adminis t rat ion d id w e lake up the com
mitment that led to our br ing ing thousands 
of people to the S A N E m a r c h . O n e missed 
opportuni ty : "We could h a v e tied a goodly 
n u m b e r of these committees (to end the war ) 
to us OS Associate groups and on instruct ive 
d ia logue could h o v e gone on , in which 
our ana l y s i s could h a v e been art icu lated to 
V ie tnom act iv is ts , a n d possibly out of the 
combinat ion of our exper ience and insights 
ond their enthus iasm could h a v e c o m e c r e a -
t ive responses to the hong-ups of ' the pro
test movement . " 

The "Draft Cr i s i s " of October hod its seeds 
at the Sep tember N . C . , w h e n three dozen 

peop le in a workshop hit on the dratt a s a 
foca l i ssue a r o u n d which organ iz ing could 
take p lace . Co lumnis ts E v a n s a n d Novak 
found the most far-out proposa l s In a Viet
n a m News le t te r we put out and on October 
14 broadcast them to the w o r l d . Under the 
impact of front-page attacks on us a s l eaders 
of the draft-dodging m o v e m e n t (in which 
draft-card burn ing and advocat ing homosex
ual i ty became the lead ing parts in thepub l i c 
e y e ) w e dec ided lo submit to m e m b e r s h i p 
r e f e r e n d u m the p r o g r a m ~ under the stand
i n g organ izat iona l pol icy of letting the m e m 
b e r s dec ide on a n y p r o g r a m that put us In 
l ega l hot wa te r . They voted it down - a n d 
w h i l e the vote triclded in dur ing N o v e m b e r 
a n d D e c e m b e r it became c lear tfie p r o g r a m 
,d idn' t exist a n y w a y . The ' h e o f w a s token 
off S D S after ttie 'Bu i ld Not B u r n ' statement 
Oc tobe r 2 0 l h . A l a Wash ington press corv-
f e rence the Nat iona l Sec re ta ry un i l a te ra l l y 
desc r ibed our posit ion asoppos l t ion to ki l l ing 
in V i e t n a m becouse w e wanted to 'bu i ld 
a democra t i c society at home" a n d chal
l enged the Pres ident toc rea te nat ional a l ter
na t i ve se rv i ce . 

The March on Wash ington in N o v e m b e r 
p r o v i d e d further ev idence of our inabi l i ty 
to m o v e pol i t ical ly . It became immedia te ly 
c l e a r that the g o v e r n m e n t a t t a c b r equ i r ed a 
s igni f icant response , but w e d id not h o v e 
the s tamina to lead the Left of the peace 
m o v e m e n t in such a w a y a s to g i ve the 
M a r c h o m o r e mil itant cha rac te r . 

Dur ing the fa l l the functioning of the of
f ice hit a n al l-t ime low. The office did a 
s l ipshod job of se rv i c ing the chapters : It lost 
their lit o rde r s , left them in the dork dur ing 
the C r i s i s , hod only one person doing corre
spondence with them, and this mostly with 
those request ing new status as a chapter 
( s e v e r a l requests a week) . Chap te r skil ls 
o re p o s s e d on kind of l ike fo lk lore : T h e 
wea l th of exper ience on which o chapter 
staff could be expected to d raw rea l l y hasn't 
existed before now. In most cases , campus 
t r a v e l l e r s h a v e d rawn on the i r own l imited 
^ p e r i e n c e in g i v ing odv ice . " 

"A w o r d about democracy a n d admin is
t ra t ion : in on admin i s t ra t i ve s ituation, demo
c ra t i c p rocedures o r e ones in which people 
invested with responsibi l i ty t reat i t se r ious ly , 
repor t lo their constituents, r egu la r l y a n d 

; in such o w a y thot they o r e ab l e to l ea rn 
a n d make signif icant choices . W h a t is more 
undemocrat i c than a l eader who denies he 
is 0 l eade r , re fuses to organ ize meet ings in 
wh ich he con let the other people know 
what 's going on , refuses to f i le report in the 
N . O . so that other people can know what 
h e did two y e a r s later w h e n a chapter tr ies 
to take roots a t the campus he has s ince 
abandoned , etc?" 

The Not iona l Counc i l took s e v e r a l impor
tant Inlt lot ives at the J a n u a r y meet ing . 

First , it recognized reg iona l organizat ion 
( there w e r e now four reg ions w h e r e in Sep
t e m b e r there had been none) a n d p rov ided 
the first opportunity for the offices to har
monize their act iv i ty . 

Second , it took inter im polit ical power out 
of the hands of the Nat iona l Sec re ta ry a n d 
the N A C , a n d restored it to the Nat iona l 
Inter im Commit tee . By e labora t ing o full 
p rogram of pol it ical act iv i ty it pre-empted 
the possibi l i ty of undemocrat ico l ly init iated 
nat iona l act iv i ty . T h i s p r o g r o m i n c l u d e d f a r m 
l abor support , sniping at the Se lec t i ve Ser
v i ce through support of the rec lass i f ied A n n 
A r b o r students of the F reedom Draft , a 
-perspect ive on ant i -woract iv i ty plac ing high

es t pr ior i ty on broaden ing the politicol base 
of the movement , a n d South A f r i ca act ion. 

Th i rd , it mandated the r egu la r publ icat ion 
of on interna l newspape r a s the highest office 
pr ior i ty , to redress the distance that hod set 
in between m e m b e r s and the organizat ion 's 
decis ion-making centers . 

F o u r t h ; it recognized the cr i t ica l impor
tance of the educat iona l tasks of S D S by 
c reat ing the Radica l Educat ion P rog ram to 

(cont inued on page 27) 
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by Norodom Sihanouk 
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the recent border violation by U.S. planes 
Indonesia's Massacres of Communists 

by Frank L . Cooley 
Black Power and the Mississippi March 

by James M. Lawson, J r . 
Why the UN Can't Make Peace 

by Vernon Na sh 
The Moral Outrage of Vietnam 

by Abraham J . Heschel 
Student Rate: $3.00 per year 
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a s k n o t 
w h a t R E P . . . 

REP is a n education a n d resea rch p r o g r a m . 
But its reason for exist ing is pol i t ica l . REP 
g r e w out of a convict ion that new ana l y s i s , 
b roadened const i tuencies , and an in formed 
rank a n d f i le a r e essent ia l to the creat ion 

of a v i a b l e left. At the December confer
ence , and agoin In A p r i l and J u n e , S D S 
committed itself to the idea of a Radical Edu
cation Project. What substance a n d what 
form h a v e those abstract endorsements de
ve loped o v e r the s u m m e r months? 

^ " ^ " ^ " ^ T I i ^ e s p o n s ^ ^ E P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The Radical Educat ion Project faces the 
d a n g e r of becoming an intel lectual success 
but a polit ical f a i l u re . The staff has outl ined 
a p rogram of r e sea rch a n d educat iona l work 
that it be l i e ves is r e l evan t a n d essent ia l to 
the growth of the left. REP has attracted the 
interest of m a n y sympathet ic intel lectuals 
and c ide r rad ica l s . But, so for, it has fa i l ed 
to secure working commitment f rom most 
SDS people - f rom those people now ac
t ive in the movement , whose p r i m a r y com
mitment is to struggle for rad ica l social 
change . Yet it is only f rom part ic ipat ion 
by people with political as we l l as intel
lectual commitment to the m o v e m e n t that 
REP w i l l be able to^nalnta ln c lose t ies and 
re l evance to polit ical ac t i v i sm. There a r e 
jobs to be done that must be token on by 
S D S people ~ or they wi l l not be done . REP 
needs staff, r e sea r che r s , coord inators . Lip 
se rv i ce commitment is not enough . The lack 
of these human resources is the main ob
stacle to the d e v e l o p m e n t of all ol the pro
g r a m a r e a s that REP has p l anned . E v e r y 
one of the p rog rams descr ibed In this re
port is half s tar ted , but w i l l not be com
pleted without money and people to do the 
work . 

R e s p o n s e to R E P has come f r o m two 
sources : the S D S member sh ip which re
c e i v e s N e w Left Notes; and the s e v e r a l 
hundred people outside of S D S who h a v e 
seen the REP prospectus . Of the approxi
mate ly Fifty-five hundred reade r s of N L N , 
about 1.6% h a v e m a d e a n init ia l response . 
(A soc io logica l ly hip f r i end c la ims that if 
an^ g roup sent a mai l ing to any random 
sample of the A m e r i c a n populat ion, a d v e r 
tising any product or cause , the expected 
response wou ld be o v e r 2%.] Of these re
spondents , m a n y hove not a n s w e r e d a sec
ond mai l ing that REP sent out, asking for 
deta i led informat ion about the work they 
expected to do. Lest the picture a p p e a r too 
bleak a few people h a v e kept in corres
pondence outl ining the work they wi l l take 
on , and making v a l u a b l e suggest ions . 

A m o n g the non-SDS people w h o r e c e i v e d 
the prospectus , the response was quant i ta
tively h igh, a n d qua l i ta t i ve ly enthusiast ic . 
This g roup is composed la rge ly of g raduate 
students, p r o f e s s o r s , ond young profes
s iona ls (architects , city p l anner s , c l e r g y m e n , 
etc. ) . They seem g e n e r a l l y to want to make 
contact with others in their profess ions who 
shore their social v a l u e s ; toworkwi th in their 
profess ions for r e f o r m ; a n d to moke their 
profess iona l work r e l e v a n t to a m o v e m e n t 
for social change . M a n y of them g a v e con
crete ideas about the kind of r e sea rch they 
hope to do, o n d o r e a l r e a d y e n g a g e d i n w o r k 
that should p rove r e l e v a n t to S D S . 

The character of the response f rom S D S 
m e m b e r s Is somewhat di f ferent . S o m e of 
the S D S member s w h o hove written to REP 
ore themse l ves g radua te students, or pro
fess iona ls , who a r e f rustrated by the schism 
between their m o v e m e n t life a n d their pro
fess iona l asp i rat ions . But the major i ty o f S D S 
respondents a r e underg radua tes , and a r e 
p r i m a r i l y c o n c e r n e d with the need for 
self-education groups on the local l e v e h 
F e w expressed conf idence that they could 
ca r r y out or ig ina l r e s e a r c h . 

The dif ferent interests of the two groups 
suggests a need for two kinds of o rgan iza
t ional forms . REP hopes to deve lop a se r ies 
of task forcescom posed of people with specia l 
competence to do r e s e a r c h a n d ana l y s i s in 
the i r chosen f ie ld , and to s e r v e as resource 
people for chapters and projects . 

REP a l so intends to establ ish a p r o g r a m 
of study groups to meet the self-education 
needs of local chapters a n d projects of the 
movement . A first step is the a id and en
couragement of local semina r s a n d the or-
gonizat ion of a speakers b u r e a u . We a i m 
to c o l l e c t or p r e p a r e s e m i n o r gu ides , 
speakers l ists, papers , b ib l iograph ies , l i tera
ture packets, and other educat iona l tools on a 
w ide range of topics: V i e t n a m ; i m p e r i a l i s m ; 

pover ty ; community organ izat ion ; S o u t h 
A f r i c a ; M a r x i s m , etc. A t a later stage w e 
hope to be ab le to deve lop " t rave l ing work
shops" that wou ld br ing teams of people 
with comp lementa ry a r e a s of competence to 
a locale for in tens ive p rog rams of educat ion . 

REP has defined for itself the three central 
needs that it hopes to meet: 

1 . The need for competent r e s e a r c h on 
the issues of left p r o g r a m and theory . It 
is no recent r eve l a t ion that the theoret ica l 
f r amework of the left needs d e v e l o p m e n t 
in terms of the contempora ry charac te r 
of i m p e r i a l i s m , cap i ta l i sm, mass cu l ture , 
technology , abundance , and in te rms of the 
exper i ence of social ist revo lut ions a n d 
A m e r i c a n re fo rms . N o r is it a new d i scove ry 
that the left is s t a r ved for the ha rd da ta , 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n and concrete proposa l s 
necessa ry for effect ive polit ical ac t ion . REP 
wi l l try to p rov ide fact, theory a n d ana l y s i s 
r e l evan t to S D S p r o g r a m s . 

2 . The need for self-education p r o g r a m s 
in chapters and projects of S D S and other 
rad ica l organ izat ions . Unless act iv i sm issup-
ported by educat ion , people recru i ted into 
the m o v e m e n t on a s ingle Issue or a gut 
react ion wi l l not be ab le to d e v e l o p into 
l e a d e r s , p lan st rategy , or sustain their own 
rad ica l v a l u e commitment . REP sees the 
creat ion of educat ional resources as one of 
its main responsibi l i t ies . 

3. The need to extend the m o v e m e n t be
yond students and the most d i spossessed . 
To bui ld a new left in A m e r i c a r e q u i r e s 
str ik ing roots In the profess ions , among uni
ve r s i t y facult ies , in the arts a n d in m a n y 
of the "moss organizat ions" such as churches , 
unioDS, etc. Not only must the rad ica l s ym
pathies that l ie in these d i v e r s e social loca
tions be mobi l i zed , but these people must 
be included and engaged in deve lop ing a 
radica l p r o g r a m for the tronsformotion of 
the par t icu lar condit ions of their own life 
and work . REP wi l l attempt to b roaden the 
scope of the m o v e m e n t . 

REP has begun the "nitty gritty" work pre-
liminary to fulfillment of these goals: 

1 . The o r ig ina l REP prospectus has been 
r eo rgan i zed a n d re-written. Ten thousand 
copies h o v e been pr inted by the S D S press 
in Lawrence Kansas , and o re r e a d y for 
distr ibut ion. 

2. A s u m m e r staff was rec ru i ted , of which 
no one re s igned . Three member s h o v e de
c ided to r e m a i n in the foil instead of return
ing to school . 

3 . A recru i t ing and fundra i s ing b rochure , 
with s e v e r a l va r i a t ions of c o v e r letter, has 
been wr i t ten , descr ib ing the a lms a n d pro
g r a m of REP a n d soliciting f inanc ia l a n d 
intel lectual part ic ipat ion . S e v e r a l ma i l i ng 
lists total l ing o v e r 2 0 , 0 0 0 n a m e s h a v e been 
p rocu red , (eg . Socia l ist Scho la r s Con fe rence , 
teach-ins, Dissent , S tudies , etc.) and a ma i l 
ing to the first three-thousand of these has 
been sent out in the hopesof ra i s ing enough 
money both to f inance a mai l ing to the rest 
of the list and to g i v e us some immed ia te 
operat ing funds . 

4 . S e v e r a l foundat ions h a v e been ap
proached for money , though without im
mediate success. S o m e w e r e encourag ing 
but requested m o r e deta i l ed p lans with the 
n a m e s of people w h o wou ld be respons ib le . 

5 . Fundra i s ing for the S D S Convent ion 
P rog ram w a s ca r r i ed out eff iciently a n d 
ef fect ive ly . 
6 . Th ree pane l s h a v e been p r e p a r e d by 
REP for the S D S convent ion . In addi t ion , 
RE.P staff m e m b e r s wi l l o rgan i ze s e v e r a l 

workshops at the convent ion , including one 
on REP . 

7 . S e v e r a l hundred letters h o v e been 
a n s w e r e d , though not a l w a y s as fu l ly o r 
promptly a s they should h a v e b e e n . 

8 . Coord ina tors for s e v e r a l of the a r e a s 
out l ined in the prospectus hove been found , 
a n d h a v e begun contacting people 

9 . REP has a s semb led a list of "advisors" 
hav ing a w ide spectrum of pol it ical v iew
points a n d profess ional interests . 

10. REP has compi led o monumenta l set 
of procedures for gu idance in oil s i tuat ions. 
A v a i l a b l e upon request . Spec ia l bulk ra te . 

1 1 . REP is incorporated , has a corporate 
s e a l , a n d tax exempt status pend ing . 

12 . J im Brook, an or ig ina l N.Y. S D S e r , 
has donated his huge l i b r a r y containing 
m a n y v a l u a b l e Marxist publ icat ions to REP . 
O the r contr ibutions accepted. Dupl icates wi l l 

be sold for social ist profit . 
1 3 . REP has par t ia l ly f inanced a n expedi

tion by J o n a n d N a n c y F ropp ie r into the 
hil ls of G u a t a m a l o , w h e r e they o re seeking 
to es tab l i sh contact with gue r i l l a forces , as 
pa r t of a r e s e a r c h project on polit ical pros
pects in G u o t o m a l o . They hove not been 
hea rd f rom since they left. 

Programs projected for the coming months: 

1 . Pape r s f rom the N e w Left: REP Is cur
rent ly work ing on a book, to be publ ished 
by Doub leday-Anchor . I t w i l l i n c l u d e a d o z e n 
or m o r e e s says attempting to sys temat ize 
both the empi r i ca l foundat ion a n d theore
tical or ientat ion f rom which the m o v e m e n t 
looks at such issues as corpora t i sm, im
p e r i a l i s m , the we l f a re state, p lann ing , 
educat ion , the w a r on pover ty and a l l ionce 
for p rogress , r ace , work a n d l e i su re , elec
toral polit ics , mass cu l ture , par t ic ipatory de
mocracy , l ibera l r e f o r m . 

2 . Educat ion g u i d e : The REP staff is cur
rent ly ga the r ing mate r i a l s for a pamphle t 
p rov id ing informat ion on how to d e v e l o p 
local educat ion p r o g r a m s . In addit ion a f i lm 
ca ta log , pamphle t b ib l iography a n d 
speake r ' s lists o re in p repa ra t ion . These 
w e r e to h o v e been f in ished by the end of 
the s u m m e r , but a ren ' t . He lp wanted . 

3 . The REP Bu l le t in : Start ing in late Sep
tember , REP wi l l publish a Bul let in which 
assoc iates , a n d other subscr ibers . It w i l l 
contain s u m m a r i e s of o r ig ina l r e s e a r c h , is-
contain s u m m a r i e s of o r ig ina l r e sea r ch , is
sue a n a l y s i s , book r e v i e w s , short papers , 
s em ina r out l ines , b ib l iography , abstracts of 
a r t i c les f rom other publ icat ions , letters a n d 
d iscuss ion , conference notes, etc. In conjunc
tion with the Bul let in , the products of REP 
re sea rch wi l l be publ ished as a se r ies of 
pamphlets . Publ icat ion of pamphlets wi l l be
gin as re sea rch a n d edit ing is comple ted , 
and OS w e h o v e m o n e y . 

4 . Reconstruction of a cademic theory a n d 
teach ing : REP is looking for people to pre
pa re pamphlet gu ldes to introductory l ibera l 
arts courses In economics , soc io logy , pol i
tical sc ience , h is tory , anthropology science 
a n d the humani t ies . These out l ines wi l l try 
to expose a n d a n a l y z e the b ia ses and l imi
tations of convent iona l unde rg radua te teach
ing a n d textbooks: the v a l u e s impl ied in 
accepted theory , the assumpt ions h idden 
in a canon ized methodology , the quest ions 
unasked , the data and theor ies neglected , 
the condit ions of the rea l wor ld ove r looked , 
the history untold, the indoctr inat ion ac
compl i shed . Out l ines may inc lude "scena
r ios" of quest ions a n d answer s to help the 
student introduce r e l evan t mater io l and be
come a n Innovator in the c lass room, and 
keep the instructor f rom getting off the hook. 
This Is a beg inn ing of o concrete and docu
mented cr i t ique of the academic disc ip l ines , 
showing how their structure a n d content 
re in force the dominant interests a n d pre
judices of the society and stifle r e l evance 
a n d social Innovat ion . 

5 . Issues of s t rategy inthe m o v e m e n t : REP 
will , p r e p a r e • se r i e s of ana ly t i c papers 
dea l ing with v a r i o u s strategic theory-myths 
tfiGt a r e cur rent on the left: re form coal i 
t ions , third party organizat ion , pe rmeat ion , 
non-v io lence , i ndependent lnsu rgency ,b lock 
power . These papers wi l l be pr inted in the 
REP Bul let in or as pamphlets . 

6 . C l a s s in A m e r i c a : Work has been begun 
on a number of studies on the nature of 
c lass structure in A m e r i c a , its re lat ionship 
to polit ical power , economic and social as
p i rat ions , bel ief in the A m e r i c a n ideology , 
etc. A n exp loratory study is under w a y 
r e e x a m i n i n g a range of existing data on poli
tical consc iousness of b lue col lar worke r s , 
with the hope of deve lop ing a new v i e w 
of work ing class politics and lay ing out new 
a r e a s of r e s e a r c h . A paper out l in ing the na
ture of c lass d iv i s ion between the under

class a n d the aff luent , with par t icu lar re
fe rence to the w a r on pover ty a n d the 
v iab i l i ty of we l f a re state re forms , is be ing 
r e v i s e d . 

7 . The Profess ions : A s people in or pre
pa r ing for the profess ions respond to REP 
ma i l i ngs , w e a r e attempting to set up plonn-"'" 
Ing groups or conferences . The a im of these 
groups or conferences is to br ing together 
f rom d i spersed geograph ica l locations 
peop le sha r i ng politico! perspect ive a n d 
profess iona l interest ; to discuss w a y s to 
inf luence the serv i ce qual i ty and social im
pact of the profess ions , to p lan pamphle ts 
and speak ing p rog rams a i m e d at in terven
ing In the process of profess iona l educat ion ; 
to o rgan ize support for exist ing profess iona l 
assoc iat ions or caucuses committed to radi
ca l social i nvo l vement ; to p r e p a r e educa
t ional mate r i a l s r e l evan t to activists in the 
m o v e m e n t . 

8 . D e v e l o p m e n t of r e sea rch techniques : 
We a r e p lann ing two sma l l conferences on 
the methodology of power structure ana l y s i s . 
O n e wi l l dea l with domest ic power a n d the 
other with A m e r i c a n power in te rnat iona l l y . 
Both wil l be concerned with a l te rna t i ve re
search st rategies , sources of do'ta, access to 
p r i v i l eged informat ion , techniques of pre
dict ion, measu rement s of coal i t ions , inter
locking interest , ideologica l constraints on 
act ion , etc. W e wi l l attempt to produce re
sea rch gu ides to a id students a n d others 
in the a n a l y s i s of communi ty power struc
ture , nat ional decis ion-making, fore ign 
policy format ion , etc. 

9 . The arts a n d moss m e d i c : REP seeks 
to unders tand the Ideologica l functioning 
of a r t a n d the mass m e d i c , the re lat ionship 
between aesthet ic and polit ical conscious
ness , a n d the potential of the arts a n d mass 
medio a s instruments of change . Research 
wi l l e x a m i n e the w a y in which a r t and 
the mass med ia a r e c reated and contro l led , 
how they a r e p e r c e i v e d by their publics, 
a n d the role they actua l ly p lay in fo rming 
taste, thought pa t te rnsandop in ions . Studies 
w i l l seek to locate and encourage e lements 
wi th in t h e a r t s o n d med ia f a v o r a b l e to rad ica l 
change . To init iate tt iese studies, REP p lans 
to o rgan ize th ree conferences : on the moss 
m e d i a a n d le i su re , on soc ia l v a l u e s and city 
p lann ing , a n d on educat ion i n t h e o r t s . T h e s e 
conferences wi l l a i m to br ing together 
people o f di f ferent d i s c i p l i n e s w h o s e 
interests c o n v e r g e a r o u n d these a r e a s , to 
c lar i fy p rob lems and resea rch needs , and 
tronslote theory i n t o t a s k s . The working 
papers for these conferences might later 
be edited into a b o o k o n t h e a r t s o n d society . 

REP is a lso attempting to set up a news
p a p e r of the arts , which wou ld publ ish poet ry , 
short s tor ies , p loys , d raw ings , etc. as we l l 

as crit ical a r t i c les , excerpts f rom other publi
cations a n d cor respondence . 

10. Notions S e r i e s : REP is attempting to 
p r e p a r e • se r i e s of pamphlets summar i z ing 
informat ion abouto the rcount r i e s : the nature 
of their polit ics, par t ies , fact ions, contending 
posit ions, economic structure and deve lop
ment , cha rac te r of the democra t i c opposit ion, 
their internat ional re lat ions , the ro le of U.S. 
bus iness , pol it ical and mi l i tary interests in 
the country , the position in the cold w a r 
third wor ld power contexts, etc. These wi l l 
Include annotated b ib l iography and • guide 
to p r i m a r y source mate r i a l . We know of re
search of this sort that h- ;en done o r . 
is in p rogress on the Dor an Republ ic , 
G u a t a m o l a , South A f r i c a , A l g e r i a , Ch ino . 
W e hope that chapters w i l l take on respon
sibil ity for par t icu lar countr ies . 

1 1 . Internat iona l Intel l igence N e t w o r k : 
REP hopes to d e v e l o p a network of people 
in the U. S . and obroad , c losely attuned to 
internat iona l events , w h o wi l l s e r v e the 
m o v e m e n t a s quick, inc is ive sources of intel
l igence on issues as they deve lop and be
fo re . Such a network, including scho lars , 

(cont inued on page 31) 
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Uptown G O O D F E L L O W S o rgan i zed this demonst rat ion ogoinst pol ice bruta l i ty . The 
march p roceeded f rom the J O I N office to the S u m m e r d o l e Police Stat ion with s igns 
demand ing on end to pol ice bruta l i ty . 

By Michae l J a m e s 

Ch icago , I I I . 
Awh i l e bock a fe l low f rom D e l a w a r e S D S 

wrote 0 letter to N e w Left Notes ; it con
ce rned Block Power and the impl icat ions 
that concept has for white rad ica l s ' re-eva lu
ation of their own work. He s e e m e d to be 
say ing that "white radicals" weren ' t needed 
nor wanted In the black people 's struggle . 
He suggested that they ore middle c lass , can't 
escape that fact, and face ex t reme diff iculties 
in re lat ing to poor blocks. He suggested that 
the home for rad ica l middle-class white stu
dents is the A m e r i c a n middle c lass- that is 

. w h e r e they should be work ing to change 
A m e r i c a . 

I fee l a lot of what he said isn't necessa r i l y 
t rue . What I wou ld like to po intout i s that he 
forgot to mention that the major i ty of poor 
people in this country happen to be non-
block. That doesn't mean that condit ions for 
organiz ing among whites ore as conducive 
lo bui lding a movement as they o re among 
blacks, but it con be done . I would like to 
descr ibe , v e r y g e n e r a l l y , the J O I N C o m 
munity Union in Ch i cago . I do this (or a 
couple of reasons ! At one point in SDS 's 
history the community organiz ing projects 
we re v e r y important ; they brought a lot of 
kids into the movement . In port, the w a r 
has changed that; SDS has g rown a lot, and 
many people who 've come in dur ing the 
past y e a r a n d a half don't know much about 
the ERAP (Economic Research and Action 
Project) projects that S D S init iated a few 
y e a r s ago . There seems to be r e n e w e d in
terest in community organiz ing , and I hope 
t h i s descr ipt ion of J O I N w i l l g i v e s o m e 
people a n Idea of the kind of work that is 
going on in va r ious parts of the country . 

I a l so wont to descr ibe J O I N because I 
think it s e r ve s as an examp le , an example 
that suggests that poor whites can be organ
ized. Based on J O I N ' S e xpe r i ences I think 
there is little quest ion that organ iz ing poor 
whites is both v iab le a n d d o m n e d l m p o r t a n t . 
The t rouble is, there isn't enough of it going 
on . I know of v e r y few groups of poor whites 
other than J O I N t h e t a r e r e a l l y o rgan ized , 
and organ iz ing , to control and change their 
own community . The Klon does it, but they 
happen to be on the wrong s ide . 

I'm not going to g i v e a deta i led ana l y s i s 
of our work, nor a complete h i s to ry . J O I N 
has an interest ing history , important for 
people concerned with organiz ing the poor 
in g e n e r a l and whites in par t i cu la r . M a y b e 
someday Richie Rothestein and others w i l l 
get a round to wr i t ing it. For now I wi l l men
tion only the bas ic assumptions that led to 
the init iation of J O I N , a n d the even t s that 
l e d to t h e t ransformat ion f r o m J O I N as 
"Jo bs or Income Now," to the J O I N C o m 
munity Un ion . 

J O I N , OS started in March 1964 , w a s 
c reated as an attempt to exper iment with 
the ideas of young radicals about the ques
tions of on inter rac ia l m o v e m e n t of the 
poor and the changing A m e r i c a n economy . 
In on attempt to rea l i ze concerns about an 
inter rac ia l movement , people f rom S D S a n d 
the United Packing House Workers Union 
opened two J O l N s - o n e on the northside 

nea r on Unemployment Compensa t ion office 
s e r v i n g mostly whites, and one on the south-
side n e a r a U C C se rv ing mostly blacks. 

The issue was unemployment . Organ i z ing 
w a s based on the assumption that on auto
mating economy would inc reas ing ly steal 
jobs f rom workers in the semi- ond unski l led 
labor categor ies . The question of a g u a r a n 
teed annua l Income was Important , The sel
ection of the northern u rban ghetto wos In 
part on attempt to start to bui ld a "move
ment" in the then quiet north, a n d part ly to 
p rov ide something tangible that nor thern 
students could re la te to, by do ing resea rch , 
o rgan iz ing , fund ra i s ing , etc. 

Jobs or Income Now was not long l i ved . 
The office on the southside c losed in the 
fa l l . O n the northside a staff of three worked 
until the summer , hod some s u m m e r volun
teers , and then c losed in late August . Part 
of the problem was money and staff; port of 
it the difficulty of organiz ing a stable group 
in a location that d rew people f rom a v e r y 
la rge geograph ic section of the city ; and 
another problem was that the job market 
d id not prov ide conditions that met the ex
pectations of the project's assumptions . 

The decis ion to concentrate in Uptown w a s 
a r r i v e d at by taking a l l the contact cards out 
of the f i le and putting them in pi les by neigh
borhoods . Uptown h a d t h e l a r g e s t p i l e , a b o u t 
f i f teen. A s u r v e y of the ne ighborhood indi
cated that what people wonted most was a 
day core center and better t reatment f rom 
the day labor h i r ing hal ls . S o o n the day that 
the local W a r o n P o v e r t y ( t h e U r b a n Progress 
Cente r ) opened its doors , J O I N presented 
it with proposals for action in these a r e a s . 
Such action still r ema ins to be token. 

Until the spr ing of '65 J O I N worked out 
of a staff apa r tment on Racine A v e . The staff 
of about eight student o rgan i ze r s and act ive 
people f rom the community did block or
gan iz ing which concentrated on issues such 
0$ w e l f a r e , hous ing , unemployment , and the 
w a r on pover ty . Weekly meet ings w e r e held 
a n d o newsletter put out. M e m b e r s h i p w a s 
sma l l and the nature of the organizat ion 
h igh ly educat iona l and democrat ic . 

A store-front office w a s opened in A p r i l , 
and the staff w a s bo ls tered by Rennie Dav i s , 
Ha r r i e t S tu lmcn and other people who left 
Ann A r b o r o f te r thedec i s ion to' 'decentral ize" 
ERAP , the community action a r m of S D S . 
About thrity students came in for the sum
mer , and for most the exper ience was not 
exact ly rewardrng , because there was no 
rea l p r o g r a m , structure or d i rect ion . Without 
concrete jobs most s u m m e r staff found it 
difficult to go out on their own . But imporfont 
work was going on . S o m e people worked 
hard with we l f a re mothers , deve lop ing ideas 
that l a yed the groundwork tor a now growing 
w e l f a r e un ion . Others met and talked with 
idle men on the street who began to do mass 
leaf let ing r egu la r l y . The leaflets (that people 
would pull out of their pockets months later) 
w e r e problem or iented . "Got a Problem? 
Being pushed a r o u n d by landlords , the wel
f a re , the day labor hir ing hal ls , the police? 
J O I N can help you!" C lothes and somet imes 
food w e r e a v a i l a b l e at J O I N to those who 

needed them. Othe r people just made con
tacts: with the local pape r , ca seworke r s , local 
social agenc ies and churches , a n d c i tywide 
groups such a s c i v i l r ights g roups a n d 
churches . 

A y e a r later , these contocts h a v e p r o v e d 
ex t reme ly important . E v e n m o r e important 
w e r e the contacts made with the people in 
the communi ty , and the g e n e r a l impress ion 
that " J O I N he lps the little guy . " People still 
osk obout cer ta in s u m m e r vo lun tee r s f rom 
0 y e a r ago . ^ e n I f i rst c a m e to work for 
J O I N in A p r i l , I met an old f iddle-p lay ing 
mounta ineer who I hod known br ie f ly dur ing 
the s u m m e r of '64 w h i l e work ing on a 
r e s e a r c h project in Uptown. He t o l d me 
about his health p r o b l e m c n d t h e r u n a r o u n d 
he was getting f rom the we l f a re office. I 
s a id : "A ron , why don't you come o v e r to the 
J O I N office and see if something can't be 
done . "He a n s w e r e d : " O h , I be long to the 
Commun i t y Union" and pul led out his pin. 
The point is that J O I N was becoming known 
a n d built a reputat ion in a l a rge a r e a of 
high populat ion dens i ty . 

The approach has been one of he lp ing 
peop le , with clothes, food, p rob lems con
ce rn ing the p o l i c e , w e l f a r e , h o u s i n g , em
p loyment o r schools . At the s a m e t ime, 
h o w e v e r , quest ions about the nature of prob
lems, the structure and control of the society 
a r e r a i sed . O r g a n i z e r s concentrated on spec
ific issues or indiv idual p rob lems , in on ef
fort to r a i s e quest ions a b o u t the o v e r a l l 
society, and in the hope that by he lp ing 
people out they would start to trust J O I N . 
This technique br ings some peop le , ove r 
t ime, to a good understanding of the nature 
ot their g e n e r a l s ituation, pover ty . A n d more 
important ly , a number moke thes teptoword 
getting together and work ing with others in 
on attempt to change the cause of these 
condit ions. 

J O I N colls itself • communi ty un ion . That 
is what it is becoming , a g roup of poor people 
w o r k i n g together in n u m b e r s to f o r c e 
changes in the "conditions that affect their 
l ives . " When w e talk to people in the com
muni ty , many f rom Appo lach io , w e might 
suggest something such a s ; "Ya know, wor
kers in factor ies and the men in the mines 
back home had a tough t ime of it. The found 
that the only w a y they could get any justice 
was by getting together in a group that hod 
some power . They didn't hove money , ond 
didn't know big shots, but , by sticking to
gether , they hod strength , l ike people In the 
church o r e together and h o v e strength. It's 
the some thing here in the ne ighborhood . If 
you ain't got money , the we l f a re , these land- « 
lords who charge high rents for rotten places , 
a n d those s l a v e labor h i r ing ha l l s a l l push 
you a r o u n d . If y o u ' r e poor your kids gotta 
go to that S tewar t school , whi le the rich kids 
o v e r by the lake got that fancy B r e n n e m o n . 
If y o u ' r e poor or f rom the south, the cops 
might pot you on the h e a d when y o u ' r e ten, 
but when y o u ' r e fifteen and standing on the 
same corner , they stick you with their c lubs . 
It's just l ike in the mines . The only w a y that 
people f rom the south, the l i t t leguy , i sgo ing 
to get any justice is by sticking together , 
fo rming a strong union a n d gett ing some 
power to make the we l fo re , the land lords , 
the cops, the schools and the stores respect 
us. They ' re supposed to s e r v e us, not push 
us a r o u n d . If we get together we con start 
to moke them work for us instead of aga inst 
us. M a y b e someday we ' l l be able to elect 
some guy like yourse l f to a l d e r m a n . Some
one who wou ld represent poor people , not 
the rich folks and bigshots downtown." 

J O I N has d e v e l o p e d • fo rma l st ructure . 
There is a n organ iz ing or execut ive com
mittee that consists both of ful l t ime o rgan
izers ( former students) a n d people f rom the 
community w h o do a lot of organ iz ing or 
a re g e n e r a l l y v e r y act ive in J O I N . The 
committee meets week ly lo make major de
cis ions affecting the ent i re organ izat ion . The 
meet ings , des igned to get people f rom the 
community to part ic ipate in decis ion making 
and take on positions of l eader sh ip and 

power with in the organ izat ion , o re some
t imes v e r y pa in fu l , often rambl ing on f o r 
hours . O n o t h e r occassions p e o p l e o r e 
beaut i fu l , stating c lea r l y the nature of cer
tain p rob lems and how they might be at
tacked. V e r y importont is that people f rom 
the community h a v e token on l eader sh ip , 
and do exert inc reas ing power within the 
organ iza t ion . 

Key to our work a re the commit tees such 
OS we l f a re , hous ing , the s teward 's committee 
and the Uptown Goodfe l l ows , a g roup of 
young g u y s who work most ly a round pol ice 
bruta l i ty . Be fore coming to work with J O I N 
I was usual ly v e r y anti-structure o r i en ted , 
quoting Bakunin on how"author i ty i s f r eedom 
w h e n it's se l f- imposed." The concept m a y 
work for some students , but not for a lot 
of community peop le . It w a s a lady f rom 
Kentucky who mode c lear to me that people 
n e e d ro les , positions a n d jobs that they con 
see a n d unders tand , that a r e their o w n . It 
may be office duty , runn ing the clothes 
r o o m , handl ing a w e l f a r e p rob lem , distr ibu
ting the newsletter or just ta lk ing to others 
about 0 march coming up. 

Most committees meet week ly to discuss 
how to reach m o r e and more people , or 
the deta i l s of a specific act ion, such as a 
rent str ike, or a m a r c h . Somet imes a com
mittee wi l l br ing in a speaker , to inform 
act i ve m e m b e r s about a cer ta in topic such 
as medica l r ights under the we l fore sys
t e m . W e h a v e just s tarted h a v i n g Sa tu rday 
morn ing meet ings for ac t i ve J O I N m e m 
ber s about ce r ta in topics in depth^ such 
OS city politics a n d whether or not J O I N 
should get m o r e ac t i ve in f o r m a l Polit ics. 
(Representat ives f rom the Percy and Doug
las campa igns h o v e sought J O I N ' s support . 
They w e r e often g ree ted with quest ions 
f rom communi ty people like "what's Doug
las soy about pol ice bruta l i ty? W h a t con 
he do for us? A n d what do those words 
m e a n . . . O h y o u mean . . . ) " A t the week ly 
organ iz ing committee each committee g i v e s 
a report in on effort to ove r come the break
down in communicot ion that has come with 
growth a n d people often work ing in a lmost 
ent i re ly separa te a r e a s . 

THE W E L F A R E C O M M I T T E E 

M e m b e r s of the w e l f a r e committee g o t o 
the district office each morn ing , setting up a 
tab le and pass ing out pr inted leaflets des
cr ib ing how " J O I N is F ight ing to C h a n g e 
W e l f a r e , " to moke it more h u m a n e . The 
leaf let inc ludes a check list, • we l f a re bi l l of 
r ights, a n d pictures of act ions a r o u n d we l 
f a re . Recipients and prospect ive recipients 
o r e talked to both as they enter a n d l e a v e 
the office. The reason that the stand is set 
up is because the w e l f a r e union is mov ing 
toward a confrontat ion with the we l f a re office 
on the right to o rgan i ze . It is one of the 
e a r l y act iv it ies in what wi l l be a long a n d 
hard campa ign attempting to lead to collec
t ive ba rga in ing and p e r m a n e n t control ove r 
the we l f a re s y s tem . There has been harass
ment f rom both the pol ice and people work
ing at the w e l f a r e office. O the r member s 
of the committee v is i t fe l low m e m b e r s of the 
w e l f a r e union in the ne ighborhood , and seek 
to meet new peop le , who might come into 
the J O I N office, or be r e f e r r ed to the com
mittee by other J O I N m e m b e r s , s tewards , 
o rgan izers , other agenc ies in the neighbor
hood, and e v e n caseworke r s . 

The work is ha rd , and the process of bui ld
ing strong m e m b e r s a slow st ruggle . The 
antagonism of the w e l f a r e system creates 
0 f ea r In rec ipients , as the system does in 
poor people in g e n e r a l , that s e r v e s to miti
gate ogoinst the idea o forgon lz lng to change 
one's s i tuat ion. Yet m a n y m e m b e r s of the 
we l f a re union, mostly w o m e n , have deve
loped a v e r y sophist icated understanding 
about their own situation a n d the situation 
of poor people as a who le . S o m e of them 
t a l k v e r y competent ly a n d pe rcept i ve l y 
about the pros a n d cons of the g u a r a n t e e d 
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a n n u a l income. They understand wel l that the 
we l f a re system forces dependency on peo
ple , a n d they talk f requent ly and ser ious ly 
about bui lding a we l f a re union that wi l l 
change that sys tem. W h e n the Independent 
Union of Public A id Emp loyees went out 
on s t r i k e for thirteen days , mainta in ing 
among other things that caseworkers under
stood better the prob lems of we l f a re than 
do adminis t rators and therefore should h a v e 
a say in policy making matters , the J O I N 
W e l f a r e Union went further . They sold "We 
support the s t r i k ing lUPAE because t h e y w a n f 
to help make a humane we l f a re sys tem. 
W e a lso fee l that w e as recipients under
stand the prob lems of we l f a re better than 
e i ther the admin i s t r a to r so r thecaseworke r s , 
and w e should hove the r ight to organ ize 
and h a v e a say in how the we l f a re system 
is run . " J O I N supported the str ikers , f looding 
the district office, ca l l ing non-str ikers and 
asking them why they we ren ' t for a more 
humane w e l f a r e sys tem, and picketing in 
front of W e l f a r e chief H i l l i a rd ' s office for 
two d a y s . They protested specific g r i e v a n c e s , 
the g e n e r a l inadequac ies of the we l f a re sys
tem, and supported the str ikers . Three mem
bers of J O I N w e r e a r re s ted for refusing to 
l e a v e Hi l l ia rd 's office w h e n he would net 
act on their specific coses . A l a n Kap lan , 
Pres ident of the l U P A E stated that J O I N , 
m o r e than a n y other recipients group in 
the city, hod been helpful in the l U P A E 
cause . 

A cons iderob leomountofac t i v i t y ha sgone 
Into t ry ing to bui ld • c i tywide rec ipient 's 
un ion . O n the day of the nat ionwide we l f a re 
protest J O I N a n d the Kenwood-Oakland 
Communi ty Organ iza t ion [o neg ro we l f a re 
g roup of the southside) held a joint march 
on Hi l l i a rds ' office todemondtha t rec ip ien t ' s 
unions be h e a r d . A b o u f 6 0 m e m b e r s of J O I N 
marched 5 0 blocks lo the ma in we l f a re of
fice downtown. An equa l number marched 
f rom the southside. The p rotes tgrewtoobout 
2 0 0 , w i t h the g roup singing both N e g r o 
F r e e d o m songs and white spir i tuals with 
reworked v e r s e s ("justice songs"). H i l l iord 
a g r e e d to meet with the two groups within 
20 d a y s to discuss g e n e r a l we l f a re prob lems 
a n d the recognit ion of recipients unions . 
He d ied the n e x t d a y . Cu r ren t l y J O I N , K O C O 
and the West S ide Organ iza t ion a r e sup
port ing a N e g r o f o r m e r state legis lator (o 
Republ ican) a s the new head of the Wel fa re 
Dept. A l l three groups w e r e v e r y much in 
force at the recent Poverty-Rights Action 
G r o u p conference in Ch icago , w h e r e steps 
w e r e mode toward forming a nat ional w e l 
f a r e un ion . 

O u r work in w e l f a r e suggests that reci
pients, in this cose poor whi tes , can be 
o rgan i zed , force better t reatment f rom a 
la rge we l f a re bu reauc racy , a n d work tocom-
pleiely change that system. They can a lso 
d e v e l o p some fr iends Inside the we l f a re 
depar tment , a n d encourage a n d faci l itate 
"rank and file insurgency" on the port of 
some within that bu reauc racy , and most im
portant ly , It is wor th noting that w e hove 
had success in some of these a r e a s in the 
face of hav ing to dea l with what is undoubt
ed ly the most conse rva t i ve of oi l the dis
trict w e l f a r e off ices. 

HOUSING 

W e know that r e a l estate and housing is 
on institution that affects poor people v i 
c ious ly . We h a v e concentrated a lot of ef
f o r t in t h i s a r e a . H o u s l n g i n o u r o r e a 
is poor . F rom the outside some of the bui ld
ings look rather n ice , ga rn i shed by wide 
streets and t rees , but they o re fa lse facades 
f rom another e r a , b e f o r e the a r e a was 
turned into a s lum. W e help people f ind 
apar tments , and move them when they 
a r e i l lega l ly ev ic ted . Somet imes w e o re 
ab le to halt that pract ice . In M a y V ISTA work
e r s w e r e g i ven o rder s f rom on high to stop 
their act ivity in a cer ta in bu i ld ing ; the ten
ants l ea rned of J O I N a n d asked for he lp . 
A rent str ike, r a l l y , three-day picketl ine and 
leaf let ing of the owner ' s ne ighborhood (your 
ne ighbor is o s lumlord) "brought the owner 
to his senses" as on act ive tenant put it. He 
s igned a contract ca l l ing for g r i e v e a n c e p r o -
ceedures and s tandard arb i t rat ion proceed-
ures in the case ot unsett led g r i e vances . To 
my knowledge it was the first ex tens ive 
tenant- landlord contract to be s igned In the 
country . It w a s b i l l ed in the nat iona l p ress 
a s the first of its kind in the city . 

We hove to dote forced three lonlords to 
sign such o contract, a n d won concessions 
f rom a number of owners (such a s the f i r ing 
of a manager ) of other bui ld ings when 
faced with o J O I N rent str ike. The controct, 
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bi l led by school boycott l eade r A l Raby a s 
the most ' c rea t i ve innovat ion in the Ch i cago 
m o v e m e n t dur ing the yea r , " w a s the bas is 
for the controct M . L King's S C L C negotiated 
with a l a rge s lum owner . J O I N ' s success 
in housing has strongly in f luenced housing 
act iv i ty by a number of f e n a n t s g r o u p s i n t h e 
city , a s we l l a s the country (if ma i l r e c e i v e d 
is an indicat ion) . 

Most recent ly , a land lord re fused to ab ide 
by the terms of the contract . A n arbit rat ion 
session w a s he ld , and end ed up voting two 
to one (2-1} to h a v e tenants take control of 
the bui ld ing , using r e n t m o n e y toh i re people 
f rom the bui lding to fix it up according to 
the specif ication of the contract . W o r k is 
current ly going on in the 21 unit bui ld ing, 
wh ich may r eve r t bock to the owner ' s control 
once the repa i r s o re completed . After tel l ing 
the press that the ent i re thing sas a "com
munist takeover , " the l and lord wol fed two 
weeks (being b a r r e d f rom the bui lding) be
fore f i l ing suit against certa in m e m b e r s of 
J O I N , Lawye r s seem to fee l strongly thatthe 
contract wi l l hold up in court . 

W h i l e talking about our work in hoising 1 
wi l l mention that in our organiz ing we sug
gest that keeping • bui lding up is a "two 
way process ." "You can't expect tenants to 
take pr ide in a bui lding when the landlord 
puts a l l the money in his pocket without 
putting a n y back In . It's r ea l l y In the best 
interest of both part ies to work out a con
tract." A good f r iend f rom Be rke ley , who 
recent ly stopped for a visit , offered thotwhot 
we w e r e doing was OK , but it w a s " reform, 
not revo lut ion . " Anothe r f r iend has sug
gested that "its unfortunate to be a revo lu
t ionary in a non-revolut ionary s ituation." 
I've got mixed fee l ings on the debote, but 
what I do know is that poor whites (many 
southern] a n d Indians took o v e r the bui ld ing 
a n d a r e running it themselves. I think that 
basic to c reat ing a bas is for social change 
("revolution") is bui lding constituencies that 
work a r o u n d self interests . That is educa
t ional , and 'educat ion , ' exc lus ive of mater ia l 
conditions, con be important in the creat ion 
of new mater ia l conditions which might be 
more conducive to basic social change . 

Urban Renewa l is a p rob lem thotconfronts 
us. There a r e v e r y strong indicat ions that 
our a r e a wil l become, in part , a n urban 
renewa l a r e a or a conservat ion a r e a (a 
lesser of two ev i l s ) . S o m e m e m b e r s f rom 
J O I N went to talk to the head of Urban 
R e n e w a l , exp la in ing in conse rva t i ve terms 
what J O I N was , and how the m e m b e r s w e r e 
concerned with the future of their neighbor
hood. His first quest ion impl ied cons iderab le 
knowledge about J O I N ' s act iv i t ies : "Why 
did J O I N print an edi tor ia l against M a y o r 
D a l e y ' s Bond Issue?" 

( S e v e r a l community organizat ions and ci
v i l rights groups in the city oppossed the 
195 mil l ion dol lar bond issue for the bas ic 
reoson that it is an u rban r e n e w a l pie that 
sol idif ies the control of the city by the 
interests that Da l ey represents , and In short, 
won't benef i t poor people . ) Successful im
position of an U rban Renewa l plan on Uptown 
could ult imately hurt J O I N , for if would move 
0 lot of poor p e o p i e f r o m t h e a r e a . H o w e v e r , 
OS an organiz ing issue it is excel lent , and it 
is excel lent , and it is not gnreol ist ic to think 
that J O I N , in conjunction with certa in a l l ies , 
might wel l be able to do a good job com
bating it. 

W e hove cons iderab le work to do toward 
deve lop ing an ove ra l l strategy for housing 
in Uptown. Some of our problems a r e mov ing 
people who 've part ic ipated in post housing 
actions to thinking about on ove ra l l p lan , 
recruit ing staff to do reasea r ch and come 
up with a n a l te rna t i ve plan based on the 
needs and des i res of a r e a res idents . Cur
rently the housing committee (composed 
mostly of our rent strike ve te rans ) is g iv ing 
more thought to a l a rge housing p r o g r a m , 
such OS people 's meet ings to d e r i v e fa i r 
rents ( f igures indicate that working and mid
dle c lass people pay less for b igger and 
better p laces , ye t poor people a re excluded 
for va r ious reasons , e .g . , reg ional or ig in , 
r ace , or number of kids.) . It is quite feas ib le 
that on a specific dote 2 0 0 0 res idents of 
Uptown could announce 'we ' r e going to pay 
thirty do l la r s less rent a month." The impact, 
part icu lar ly if coordinated with othertenonts 
groups in the city, might be pretty b ig . 

THE S T E W A R D SYSTEM 

Such a p lan , or • move into e lectorol poli
tics, wi l l h inge in great part on the deve lop
ment of the J O I N steward p lan . Two months 

o ld , the plan seeks to get a s teward or 
J O I N representa t i ve In each bui lding In the 
a r e a w h e r e we organ ize . The init ial job 
of the s teward has been to distr ibute the 
pr inted weekly newsletter to the tenants of 
his bui ld ing . 3 0 0 0 copies a re distr ibuted 
person to person each week in this w a y . 
O the r copies o re distr ibuted on the street . 
The s teward 's job is to in form people of 
J O I N act iv i t ies , collect membersh ip dues , 
help people with food and clothing, get 
n a m e s of people on we l f a re to the we l 
fa re committee , and find and help d e v e l o p 
new s tewards . Cur ren t l y there a re three 
categor ies of s tewards , the total of which 
numbers about 100. Some just pass out the 
numbers about 100 . Some just pass out the 
newsletter in their bui lding a n d to their 
f r iends . Others work as o rgan i ze r s in their 
bui ld ing , talking to people , actual ly keeping 
tf iem in formed in some deta i l about J O I N , 
a id ing people w h e n they con . The over-
stewards (a f r iend didn't like the te rm, and 
I neglected to tell her that a community 
person thought of it), number ing about 20 , 
seek to deve lop current s tewards and find 
new stewards . T h e o v e r s t e w o r d s o r e i n c r e o s -
ingly doing more and more organiz ing in 
J O I N , a n d taking on leadersh ip posit ions. 
To deve lop more and more people within 
the f ramework of this plan is, I be l i eve , 
cr i t ical to the future p o w e r a n d s u c c e s s o t t h e 
organ iza t ion . 

STOP COPS 

J O I N has lost some of the folky and w a r m 
qual i ty that it and other projects had when 
they w e r e sma l le r . Yet I think the basic con
ceptions of democracy that g a v e birth to the 
E R A P projects is sNil ev ident . I f s tudent lypes 
somet imes forget , community people a r e 
strong enough to let them know w h e r e It's 
at. A case in point, is the excit ing rank and 
f i le revo l t w e hod awh i l e bock. Dur ing a 
housing meet ing, mysel f and others a rgued 
ogoinst taking action in a par t icu lar bui lding 
for • lot ot reasons too compl icated to talk 
about h e r e . The committee , cha i red by an 
ex-convict, voted by one vote to go a h e a d 
with the action. Two of us cont inued foorgue 
after the dec is ion , and somehow (the young 
guys say big words , and they we re probably 
right) t empora r i l y had our v iews p r e v a i l . 

That started it, a bee r par ty with young 
g u y s loosely assoc iated with J O I N fanned the 
f i r e , and the next doy there w a s on e m e r 
gency meet ing ot 4 0 , mostly student types 
and young guys , with a smatter ing of o lder 
J O I N members (both t ime as member s age ) 
who s e r v e d sort ot as adv i so r s or re fe rees . 
The guys w e r e a l l young , many v e r y br ight . 

They w e r e interested in J O I N and l iked the 
students who they w e r e just beg inn ing to 
unders tand a little. Yet there w a s natura l re
sentment or c lass hosti l i ty. It e rupted . For 
• couple of hours a few of us "borgeoise 
students" (they use it, but I d o n ' t k n o w w h e r e 
they got It) took the v e r b a l attacks, w e r e 
told that they could a n d should run their 
own show, and that w e could s e r v e as ad
v i sors when asked . Things got pretty hot, 
cooled down, and then a p l a n . They would 
form a g roup , now ca l led the Uptown G o o d -
fel lows (wow), and would w o r k a r o u n d pol ice 
bruta l i ty . They would run it! 

They d id . The "Stop Cops" or "People Must 
Control Their Police Project" is a month old . 
Two weeks ago two hundred people , o v e r 
half of them young guys , marched f rom the 
J O I N office to the S u m m e r d o l e Police Sta
tion to demand a stop to police brutal i ty 
and the f i r ing of a certa in sargent . The com
mander met with them, g a v e them the 
runaround , quest ioned the "citizenship" qua
l if ications of one of the negotiators -- re
peatedly a r r e s t e d on fa lse charges , and 
a g r e e d to send the tape of the conversat ion 
to O r l a n d o W i l s on , Ch icago ' s Chief of Pol ice 
who has b e e n v e r y successful at c reat ing • 
good image of Ch icago ' s notorious pol ice 
dept . S o m e m a y r e m e m b e r that it w a s the 

S u m m e r d o l e station that w a s i n v o l v e d In a 
scondel 6 y e a r s back that cu lminated in the 
h i r ing of W i l son . 

The G O O D F E L L O W S a r e i m p o r t a n t . 
"We ' re march ing aga inst the cops; most peo
ple don't rea l i ze we get treated just as bad 
by the cops as Negroes and Puerto Ricans." 
W h e n was the last ime you h e a r d of poor 
white youth , la rge ly southern , march ing on 
the police station for the same reasons that 
Negroes do? The issue Irked the middle class 
e lements nea r w h e r e we work, and did net 
br ing us the best p ress c o v e r a g e , a l though 
there w a s a lot of it. Despite that expected 
response , the response in the ne ighborhood , 
not only with young people , has been good. 
The march , and when we go aga in , has been 
the talk of Wi l son A v e n u e . Important is that 
young people have found a reason for re
lating to J O I N . A teenager named S l i m , 
a lmost mute when I've tr ied to talk to him 
in the past, came up to me in a restaurant 
and pushed his f inger against my J O I N but
ton: "Hey , I'm in that now." The G O O D 
F E L L O W S leadersh ip understands how po
lice brutal i ty re lates lo hous ing, educat ion , 
we l f a re and jobs. Some ore work ing n e a r l y 
full t ime as organ izers . 

A number of people who part ic ipated in 
the march hove jobs in one of the W a r 

(cont . to page 31) 

J O I N marches on we l f a re office as part of its many-foceted p r o g r a m to ga in control of 
a bureauc ra t l zed a n d indif ferent sys tem. 
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N A T I O N A L C O N S T I T U T I O N 
PREAMBLE 

Students for o Democrot l c Soc iety is on 
associat ion of voung people on the left. It 
seeks to c reate o susta ined communi ty ofi 
educat iona l a n d polit ical c o n c e r n ; o n e b r i n g -
ing togetfier l ibera l s a n d rad ica l s , act ivists 
a n d scholars , students ond faculty . 

It mainta ins a vision of a democrot icsoc ie ty , 
w f i e re at a l l l e ve l s the people h a v e control 
of the decis ions which affect them a n d the 
resources on which they a r e depiendent. It 
seeks o r e f evapce through the cont inual 
focus on rea l i t ies and on the p r o g r a m s 
necessa ry to effect change at the most bas ic 
l e v e l s of economic , polit icol and sociol or
gan izat ion . It fee l s the urgency to put forth 
a rad i ca l , democrat ic p rogram whose me
thods embody the democra t i c v i s i on . 

ARTICLE I: NAME 

The n a m e of the organizat ion sha l l be Stu
dents for o Democrat ic Soc iety . 

ARTICLE II: AFFILIATION 

Students for a Democra t i c Society shal l be 
aff i l iated with the League for Industr ia l De
mocracy , Inc. , a tax-exempt e d u c a t i o n a l 
foundat ion concerned with the extens ion of 
democracy into a l l a r e a s of soc ia l , pol it icol , 
and economic l ife. 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 

Section !. M e m b e r s h i p is open to student-
faculty a n d others who s h a r e the commit 
ment of the organizat ion to democracy o 
a means and a s o sociol g o a l . 

Sect ion 2 . S .D . S . is an organizat ion of and 
for democrats . It is c iv i l l ibe r ta r i an in its 
t reatment of those with w h o m it d i sag rees , 
but c l ea r in its opposit ion to any onti-demo-
cra l ic pr inciple as o bas is for g o v e r n m e n t a l , 
soc ia l , or pol it ical organ izat ion . 

Sect ion 3 . Dues The amount a n d per iod of 
nat ional dues shal l be de te rmined by the 
Not ional Counc i l . 

Sect ion 4 . Assoc iates Indiv iduols who do not 
w ish to join the S .D .S . , but who sha re the 
major concerns of the organ izat ion , m a y 
become associates with rights a n d responsi
bil it ies as def ined by the Nat iona l Counc i l . 

ARTICLE IV: CHAPTERS AND AFFILIATES 

Sect ion 1 . A n y group of f i ve or more mem
ber s m a y app ly to the Nat iona l Off ice for 
char ter as a chapter . 

Sect ion 2 . A chapter m a y be cha r t e red at 
a n y meet ing of the Nat iona l Counc i l . It 
must be cons idered for char te r ing at the 
first meet ing of the Not ional Counc i l after 
it has submitted to the N .C . a membersh ip 
list, a constitution or statement of pr inc ip les 
and notification of elect ion of N . C . represen-
tat ive(s } . In the per iod between the submis
sion of the requ i red informat ion to the 
N a t i o n a l Off ice a n d the next Not ional 
Counc i l meet ing , the chapter m a y be g i ven 
a prov i s iona l char ter at the discret ion of 
the Pres ident . 

Sect ion 3. Chapte r s o r e expected to operate 
within the brood terms of policy set by the 
Nat iona l Conven t ion and the Not iona l Coun
c i l . Points of conflict should be r e f e r r ed to 
the Nat iona l Counc i l and a p r o c e d u r e e s t a b 
l ished to moke the issue public to theo rgan i -
zot ion. In matters judged to be det r imenta l 
to the interests of the organizat ion , the 
Nat iona l Counc i l sha l l h o v e the power to 
cease w h a t e v e r act ivity that has been 
brought into quest ion . The matter sha l l be 
f ina l ly r e so l ved by the Nat iona l Counc i l in 
meet ing or r e f e r e n d u m . 

Section 4 . Associated Croups. Independent 
groups con aff i l iate as associoles of S .D .S . 
by vote of their member sh ip a n d des igna
tion of G l ia ison representa t i ve to sjt on the 
Not iona l Counc i l with consultat ive vo te . The 
representa t i ve sha l l be a m e m b e r of S .D . S . 
Such associat ion is p rov i s iona l until the ap
prova l of the Nat ionol Counc i l . The form of 
the re lat ionship sha l l be worked out in each 
cose between the g roup ond the Nat iona l 
Counc i l . 

Sect ion 5. F roterno/Orgonizof/ons . Not iona l 
o r reg iona l organizat ions whose p rog rams 
a n d purposes o re consistant with the b road 
a i m s a n d pr inc ip les of S .D .S . con be inv i ted 

by the Nat iona l Counc i l to be f r a te rna l with 
the S .D .S . a n d h a v e a f ra te rna l vote on the 
Nat iona l Counc i l . Such organ izat ions sha l l 
appoint a l ia ison representa t i ve who sha l l 
be 0 m e m b e r of S .D . S . 

Sect ion 6. S .D .S . we l comes the opportunity 
to co-operote with other ind iv idua ls a n d 
organizat ions in jointly sponsor ing specific 
action p rog rams a n d joint stands on specific 
i ssues . The Nat iona l Counc i l sha l l be em
powered to dete rmine specific co-operat ive 
act iv i ty . (Co-operat ion does not imply en
dorsement . ) 

ARTICLE V. CONVENTION 

Section 1 . The S .D .S . shal l meet in conven
tion a n n u a l l y , at a t ime a n d a p lace f ixed by 
the Nat iona l Counc i l , with at least th ree 
months pr ior notice being g i v e n to a l l m e m 
b e r s . 

Sect ion 2 . The Conven t ion shal l s e r v e to 
debate major issues a n d or ientat ion of the 
organ izat ion , to set p r o g r a m mandates to 
the nat ional staff, and to e lect not ional 
off icers . The Convent ion sha l l not be the 
pol icy-making body on specif ic resolut ions . 

Section 3 . Representat ion . C h a p t e r s shal l 
elect Convent ion de legates on the bas is of 
one de legate for e v e r y f i ve S .D .S . m e m b e r s 
in the chapter , each de legate to h a v e two 
votes at the Conven t ion . Ind iv idua l S .D .S . 
m e m b e r s shal l h a v e the r ight to attend the 
Convent ion with one vote e a c h . De lega tes 
f rom associated and f ra te rna l groups shal l 
be e lected by a procedure de te rmined by 
the Nat iona l Counc i l . The Not iona l Counc i l 
sha l l draft Convent ion ru les , accreditat ion 
procedures , a n d other requ i rements . 

ARTICLE VI. NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Sect ion 1 . The Nat iona l Counc i l sha l l be 
composed of (1) one representa t i ve e lected 
f rom each chapter with f i ve to twenty-f ive 
m e m b e r s , and one addit ional r ep resen ta t i ve 
for each oddlt ionol twen*- - ibe rs o r 
fract ion t h e r e o f , - ^2, ftie 
seventeen Not ional Of f i cers ; (3) e lected l ia i
son representa t i ves f rom assoc iated groups 
[with consultat ive vote) ; (4) l ia ison repre
sentat ives f rom f ra te rna l organizat ions (with 
f ra te rna l vote) ; a n d (5) nat ional staff (with
out vote) . In a l l cases , N C m e m b e r s and 
l ia ison representa t i ves must be member s 
of S .D .S . No more than th ree member s 
f rom one chapter or associated group m a y 
s e r v e concurrent ly a s Nat iona l Of f i cers . 

Ed note: The foil owing two amendments 
to the SDS constitution are being sub
mitted to the national convention in 
August-September for approval. 

The purpose of this ammendment, 
frankly, is to have the SDS Consti
tution reflect reality. On October 6 , 
all relationships between SDS and the 
LID ceased, having been ratified by 
the LID board and the SDS National 
Council. The Constitution, however, 
with many sections and sentences re
lating to the LID, remained unchanged. 

The cause of such an anamaious 
situation was that the Constitution can 
only to ammended by either a con
vention of the organization, or a mem
bership referendum. As neither was 
done, the following ammendment be
came necessary. 

I move that: 
a) the present Article n be strick

en and all subsequent articles 
be renumbered accordingly 

b) that in Article VI (National Coun
cil) Section 2 the third and last 
sentence the words ". . . the 
LID and . . . " and ". . . coordi
nation of relation with the L I D . . 

be stricken so that the sentence read 
be stricken so that the sentence 
read as follows: 

(1) 
. . . the NC shall be responsible for 
the drafting of a budget, administration 

Section 2 . The Na l lona l Counc i l shal l be 
the major pol icy-making and p rogram body 
of the organ iza t ion . It sha l l de te rm ine policy 
in the form of resolut ions on specif ic v iews 
within the brood or ientat ion of the organ i
zat ion ; de te rmine t h e p r o g r a m pr lo r i t i esond 
action undertaken by the organizat ion con
sonant with the or ientat ion a n d mandates 
set by the C o n v e n t i o n ; char te r chapters , 
associated g roup a n d f ra te rna l o rgan iza
t ions ; be e m p o w e r e d to suspend chapters , 
with the r ight of a p p e a l to the Conven t ion . 
The N C sha l l be respons ib le for the draft ing 
of a budget , admin is t ra t ion of budget , and 
organ izat ion of fund-ra is ing ; in te rv iew ing 
and appointment of the Nat iona l S e c r e t a r y ; 
appointment of the committee c h a i r m a n and 
representa t i ves to the L. I .D. ; draft ing an 
a n n u a l repor t ; making a r r a n g e m e n t s fo r the 
C o n v e n t i o n . 

Sect ion 3 . The Nat iona l Counc i l sha l l h a v e 
the power to appoint standing committee to 
ca r r y on its work between its meet ings . 

Sect ion 4 . The Nat iona l Counc i l shal l meet 
at least four t imes o y e a r . A quorum sha l l 
be 40% of the vot ing m e m b e r s . Not ional 
Off icers m a y des ignate spec i f i ca l te rnot ives . 
Chapte r a n d l iaison representa t i ves m a y b e 
represented by des ignated a l te rnates f rom 
that g r o u p . 

ARTICLE VII. NATIONAL INTERIM COM
MITTEE 

The Pres ident sha l l h a v e the power to ca l l a 
meet ing of a t e m p o r a r y Nat iona l Inter im 
Commit tee , to be composed of the seven teen 
Not ional Of f i cers , for emergenc i e s on ly . 
Decis ions of this body sha l l be subject to 
Nat iona l Counc i l a p p r o v a l . 

ARTICLE VUl. NATIONAL OFFICERS AND 
STAFF 

Sect' • - •• tUe 
P r e : .. ^en 
ether otf icers, a l l to oe e lected at me Con
vent ion and to s e r v e os m e m b e r s of the 
Not iona l Counc i l . The Conven t ion m a y on a 
year- to-year basis c reate other off icers as 
seem necessa ry a n d shal l des ignate their 
vot ing rights in the va r ious bodies of S .D .S . 

Sect ion 2. The Not ional Off icers must have 
been member s ot the S .D .S . at least two 
months pr ior to e lect ions . 

of the budget and organization of fund 
raising; interviewing and appointment 
of the National Secretary and other 
such staff as budget allows; appoint
ment of committee chairman and re
presentatives to other organizations, 
overseeing the functioning of the Ad
ministrative Committee; drafting an 
annual report; and making arrange
ments for the Convention. 

( 2 ) 
The NAC shall have the following func
tions: to oversee the regular opera
tions of the National Office and staff, 
i e l u d i n g correspondence, member
ship, and financial records, coordinate 
the program and activities of chapters; 
to implement decisions of the National 
Council. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMMENDMENT ON 
INTERNAL EDUCATION 

ARTICLE: IX 

Section 4 : The National Vice President 
is responsible for internal educa
tion. He is to stimulate and coor
dinate educational programs with
in SDS. He shall be responsible 
to the P r e s i d e n t and National 
Council. 

present Section 4 becomes Section 5 . 
submitted by 
Lee Webb 

Sect ion 3. The Nat iona l Pres ident is the 
spokesman of S .D . S . He shol l be respons ib le 
for c a r r y i n g out organ iza t iona l pol icy a n d 
shal l c o n v e n e the Nat iona l Counc i l . He sha l l 
be ass isted by the V ice-Pres ident , and in 
case of vacancy , the V ice-Pres ident sha l l as
sume his functions. 

Sect ion 4 . The Nat iona l S e c r e t a r y sha l l be 
the chief admin i s t ra t i ve official of the organ i
zat ion , respons ib le to the Pres ident a n d the 
Not ional Counc i l . He shal l be appointed by 
the N C for a stated per iod of t ime. The 
Not ionol Counc i l m a y a l so c reate a n d fi l l 
addi t ional posit ions of Ass is tant Nat iona l 
Sec re ta r y . O the r staff posit ions sha l l be 
c reated and f i l led by the Not iona l S e c r e t a r y . 

ARTICLE IX. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 

Sect ion 1 . The S .D .S . sha l l be autonomous ly 
constituted, though its policy and functioning 
shal l be within the b r o o d o i m s a n d p r i n c i p l e s 
of the L.I .D. 

Section 2. The determinat ion of pol icy , pro
g r a m , odminis t rot ive p rocedures of S .D .S . 
sha l l be subject to the r e v i e w of the L.I .D. 

Section 3 . Matters of d i f ference not r e s o l v e d 
by consultation shal l be re so l ved by the 
interna l democrat i c channe ls of the groups 
concerned . 
a . S .D . S . concerns sha l l be communicated 
by the Student N C to the L.I.D. Boord of 
Di rectors through the Student Ac t i v i t i e sCom-
mlttee. 
b. L I . D . concerns sha l l be communicated to 
the Student N C through the Student Act iv i t ies 
Commit tee a n d sha l l be cons idered by the 
N C , spec ia l r e f e r e n d u m , or annuo l C o n v e n 
tion in 0 m a n n e r jointly de te rm ined by the 
N C a n d the S . A . C . 

Sect ion 4 . S .D .S . sha l l des ignate four of its 
m e m b e r s , including its Pres ident , to s e r v e 
on the L.I .D. Board of Di rectors with vo te . 
In matters of pol icy , they must represent 
rtie S .D .S . Convent ion or N C between C o n 
vent ions , but their vo ' e is not bound by that 
pol icy . 

Sect ion 5. The L I . D . Board of Di rectors shal l 
appoint , in consultation with the N C of the 
S .D .S . , 0 Student Act iv i t ies Commit tee to 
s e r v e as the l ia ison rep resen ta t i ve of the 
Boa rd in Relat ion to S .D .S . The functions of 
the S . A . C . sha l l be 
a . consultation on mat te rso forgan izot iona ! 
deve lopment , pol icy , a n d adminis t rat ion 
b. consultat ion on matters of f inance a n d 
ass istance in prepara t ion of budget requests 
to the L.I.D. 
c. consultat ion on matters of intel lectual or 
ideologica l i m p o r t a n e e of the S .D .S . pro
g r a m . 

ART ICLE X : PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

in a l l cases not c o v e r e d by this Const i tut ion, 
Robert 's Rules of Order, Revised Edition, 
shal l be the author i ty g o v e r n i n g S .D .S . busi
ness . 

ARTICLE XI: POUCY AND DISCIPLINE 

Section 1 . A n y m e m b e r of the organ izat ion , 
including the Off icers , m a y be expe l led or 
r e l i e ved of duties by a two-thirds vote of 
the Not iona l Counc i l . Due process shal l be 
fo l lowed in a l l coses . 

Section 2. A n y two chapters , or one-third of 
the Nat iona l Counc i l , can initiate a not ional 
r e f e r e n d u m on any quest ion. 

Section 3 . A l l statements of organizot ionoi 
pol icy sha l l hove the a p p r o v a l of the Not ion
a l Counc i l . 

ARTICLE XII: AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution m a y be a m e n d e d by one 
of three p rocedures : 
a . by a two-thirds vote of the Convent ion in 
sess ion on amendments introduced at the 
Convent ion , in wh ich case the a m e n d m e n t 
wi l l take effect at the fo l lowing Conven t ion ; 
b. by o two-thirds vote of the membersh ip 
on r e f e r e n d u m , in wh ich case the a m e n d 
ment wi l l take effect immedia te ly upon adop
t ion. 

O r i g i n a l l y a d o p t e d in Convent ion , J u n e , 
1 9 6 2 . 
A m e n d e d in Convent ion , J une 1963 
A m e n d e d in Convent ion , J u n e 1964 
A m e n d e d in Conven t ion , J u n e 1965 

W e b b a m e n d m e n t s 

. il l (onoig^i 



A l A > U b l '2A, 1 ¥ 6 6 N E W LEFT N O T E S TT 

ROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 
K i s s i n g e r a m e n d m e n t s = = C o n d i t a m e n d m e n t s 

P r o p o s e d B y C l a r k K i s s i n g e r 

The pr inc ipal p rob lems addres sed by the 
fol lowing suggested Const i tut ional a m e n d 
ments a r e (1) r emov ing onochronist ic sec-
Kons and making the Const itut ion conform 
to exist ing rea l i t y , (2) creat ing prov i s ions 
for the democra t i c structuring of reg ions 
and reg iona l offices, and (3) reducing the 
s ize of the Nat iona l Counc i l to • funct ional 
l e v e l . 

A m e n d m e n t 1 : Repea l of Ar t i c les II and IX. 
Reasons : These art ic les specify ourof f i l ia t ion 
with the Leogue for Industr ia l Democracy 
which was te rminated on Oct . 4 , 1965 . 

A m e n d m e n t 2 : Reword Sentence one , Sec
tion 3 , Art ic le V to r e a d : "Chapters shal l 
e lect Convent ion de legates on the bas is of 
one de legate for e v e r y f i ve m e m b e r s , each 
de legate to h a v e f i ve votes ot the C o n v e n 
tion. H o w e v e r , in o r d e r to be seated as a 
de legate with f i ve votes wr i t ten notice of the 
de legate ' s e lect ion must be r ece i ved by the 
Nat iona l Off ice pr ior to the Convent ion . " 
Reasons : This one-man-one-vote system w a s 
the or ig ina l word ing of the Const i tut ion. It 
was changed at the 1963 Conven t ion be
cause at that time SDS was v e r y smal l a n d 
one chapter ( U . of Mich.) hod one third of 
a l l the Convent ion votes . This situation ob
v ious l y no longer app l ies . 

A m e n d m e n t 3 : Reword the last sentence 
of Section 2, Art ic le V I , to r e a d : "The N C 
sha l l a lso be responsib le for f iscal a n d staff 
pol icy , appointment of the Nat iona l Sec
re ta r y and Ass i s tant Not ional Sec re ta r i e s , 
structure a n d appointment of a Not ional 
Admin i s t ra t i ve Commi t tee , and making ar
rangements for the Nat iona l Convent ion . " 
Reasons : The old w o r d i n g included s u c h 
things os draft ing on a n n u a l report , and 
appoint ing representa t i ves to theLID. 

A m e n d m e n t 4 : Reword the second sen
tence of Sect ion 4 , Art ic le V I , to r e a d : "A 
q u o r u m shal l be 40% of the vot ing member s 
of whose elect ion the Not ional Counc i l has 
been notif ied." Reason : The N C quorum has 
a l w a y s been difficult to app ly because of 
uncertainty ove r what number to take40%of . 

A m e n d m e n t 5 : De le te the lost sentence of 
Section 4 , Ar t i c le V I I I . Reason : In J u n e , 1964 , 
w h e n this sentence was introduced, t h e r e 
w e r e only one or two staff m e m b e r s . The 
prob lems of staff selection a n d retention 
o re now much more compl icated a n d must 
be handled by p rocedures es tab l i shed by 
the N C . 

A m e n d m e n t 6 : The fol lowing new Art ic le 
shal l be introduced into the Const i tut ion: 

Section 1 . A l l the c h o p te r s and/or m e m 
ber s in a g i v e n geograph ica l a r e a m a y con
stitute themse l ves a Region of S D S . N e w 
reg ions shal l submit their constitutions and 
be recognized p rov i s iona l l y by the Pres ident 
pending the next r egu la r N C meet ing . A l l 
disputes o v e r reg iona l boundar ies sha l l be 
r e s o l v e d by the N C . 

Sect ion 2 . Regions of S D S sha l l hold at 
least one m e m b e r s h i p C o n v e n t i o n each 
y e a r , a n d m a y establ ish reg iona l off icers 
OS d e e m e d neces sa ry . Regional p rog rams , 
staff, a n d offices sha l l be admin i s te red by a 
Regional Counci l p rov id ing for proport iona l 
representat ion of a l l chapters a n d ot-large 
member s in the Reg ion . 

Section 3. W h i l e fundamenta l l y responsi
ble to their reg iona l const ituency. Regions 
o r e expected to operate with the b road 
te rms of policy set by the Not iona l C o n v e n 
tion a n d the Not iona l Counc i l . A n y points of 
conflict sha l l f i n a l l y be r e s o l v e d by the 
Not ional Counc i l . 

A m e n d m e n t 7 : Reword Section 2 , Ar t i c le 
IV , to r e a d : 

Section 2 . A chapter m a y be cha r te red 
by the Regional Counc i l of the a r e a in which 
it is o rgan i zed , or by the Nat iona l Counc i l 
in a r e a s which hove no organ ized reg ions . 
The chapter sha l l submit a member sh ip list, 
• constitution or statement of pr inc ip les , a n d 
notification of elect ion of off icers or Regional 
representa t i ves . Chapte r s may be provis ion
a l l y recognized by the Pres ident or app ' o-
priote reg iona l officer pending the meet ing 
of the N .C . or Regional Counc i l respect i ve ly . 
Dec is ions of reg iona l C o u n c i l s on the 
char ter ing of new chapters Is c l ea r l y region
a l bus iness . 

A m e n d m e n t 8 : Sect ion 1 , Art ic le V I , sha l l 
be rep laced by the fo l lowing two new sec
t ions : 

Sect ion 1 sha l l be the some os the prev ious 
Sect ion 1 except for the first port of the first 
sentence which sha l l r e a d : The Nat iona l 
Counc i l shal l be composed of (1) e lected 
reg iona l representa t i ves ; (2) . . . 

Sect ion 2 . The member sh ip of each recog
nized Region shal l e lect one r ep resen ta t i ve 
to the Nat iona l Counc i l for each 100 o r 
fract ion thereof m e m b e r s in good standing 
within its a r e a . A l l a r e a s not o rgan i zed into 
recognized reg ions shal l be d i v ided by the 
N . C . into e lectora l regions for the purposes 
of N . C . representa t ion . Representa t i ves 
f rom e lec tora l reg ions shal l be e lected by 
the m e m b e r s h i p of such reg ions in o manner 
and for te rms presc r ibed by the N .C . 

Reasons :- The p r e s e n t Constitution and 
structure of S D S w a s d e v i s e d in a per iod 
w h e n S D S had 1,000 m e m b e r s a n d 2 0 
chapters . The enormous growth of S D S o v e r 
the last y e a r s st imulated the growth of 
functioning regions a n d bloated to a n un
workab le size the organizat ion 's pr inc ip le 
execut ive body . The present theoret ica l size 
of the N C is we l l o v e r 200 . Need le s s to 
soy, this m a n y vot ing de legates con n e v e r 
get together four t imes a y e a r (it's a big 
country ) . The r e s u l t Is un represen ta t i ve 
meet ings . 

At first g lance , it would s e e m that this 
a m e n d m e n t cuts the N .C . by one fourth 
(changing the representat ion scale f rom 1 
for 25 to 1 for each 100) . But notice the 
effect of the a m e n d m e n t is to enf ranch ise 
s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d S D S members-ot- large 
who hove n e v e r before hod representat ion 
on the Nat iona l Counc i l . The goa l is the 
creat ion of a functioning body of 5 0 to 100 
e lected representa t i ves who , represent ing 
whole reg ions , wi l l be present at e v e r y N C 
meet ing . 

=Kaplan— 
W a b a n , Massachusetts 

Cou ld y o u p lease run in the next N . L . N , 
• n addi t iona l proposal for a constitutional 
a m e n d m e n t : that the n a m e of the o rgan i za
tion be changed to M o v e m e n t for a De
mocrat ic Soc iety . A col! for such o consti
tutional a m e n d m e n t was issued this spr ing 
by the Trinity Co l l ege and G r e a t e r Hart
ford Chapte r s in accordance with constitu
t ional requ i rements of a t w o - c h a p t e r 
sponsorsh ip for a l l amendment s . The N e w 
Eng land Regional Spr ing Conven t ion passed 
0 resolut ion ca l l ing for such • change , a n d it 
was my understanding that the issue w a s 
ra i sed at the lost Nat iona l Counc i l meet ing . 
The ra t iona le for such a change Is both to 
ref lect the present fact that S .D .S . is to a 
large d e g r e e a l r e a d y not a pu re l y student 
movement , and to faci l i tate growth of Its 
non-student sector. It wou ld moke a signifi
cant d i f ference i n a d u i t o r g a n i z i n g o s o n y o n e 
i n v o l v e d in it wi l l testify. 

J a m e s Kap lan 

Waskow 
Cou ld you p lease publ ish the fol lowing 

proposed a m e n d m e n t to the S D S Consti
tution: 

In Art ic le V I , Sect ion 1, which lists who 
shal l be m e m b e r s of the Not ional Counc i l , 
odd a new subsection, (3) four m e m b e r s 
of S D S chosen at the close of each a n n u a l 
convent ion by lot f rom the whole member
ship, p rov ided that each of the four sha l l 
come from a dif ferent region of S D S . Re
number existing subsections (3), (4) , and (5) 
to be (4), (5), a n d (6) respect i ve ly . 

The proposal is based on the custom of 
Athens otter it became a radicol democracy 
in the 4th century , B .C. , and upon the bel ief 
that at least part of the N. C . can be chosen 
on the assumption that "everyone is qua l i 
f ied." The A then ians chose al l but one of 
their execut ive officers by lot; they b e l i e v e d 
that elect ion was pseudo-democrat ic , s ince it 
r ewa rded the most ar t icu late , the best "con
nected," etc. , and there fore u l t imate ly some 
sort of o l igarchy . To elect four of the N .C . 
in this fashion would be a useful exper i 
ment in d i scover ing whether in fact e v e r y 
one is qua l i f ied , a n d if we f ind it so w e 
can move to expand the pr inc ip le . (To do 
more at one blow might be dangerous . ) 

A r thu r I. Waskow 

I h o v e two ma jor a n d th ree minor a m e n d 
ments to propose to the Const i tut ion, the 
f irst one on beha l f of myse l f a n d Bob Speck. 

l . T h e f irst m a j o r a m e n d m e n t wou ld 
change 3 sections of the Const i tut ion, as 
fol lows; Art ic le V I (Nat iona l Counci l ) , section 
1, change "seventeen nat ional officers" to 
"seven not ional officers"; Ar t ic le V I I (Nat iona l 
Inter im Commi t tee ) , change "the seven teen 
nat ional officers" to "the s e v e n nat ional of
f icers and one representa t i ve of each region
a l counci l" ; Ar t i c le V I I I ( N a t i o n a l O f f i c e r s o n d 
Staff) , change the f irst sentence of section 1 
to r e a d : 'The nat ional off icers shal l be the 
Pres ident , V ice-Pres ident , and f ive other 
off icers , a l l to be e lected at the Convent ion 
a n d to s e r v e a s m e m b e r s of the Nat iona l 
Counc i l . " 

A R G U M E N T : The present N I C structure 
has been nonfunct ional not m e r e l y f rom the 
v iewpoint of se ldom act ing, bu to l sobecause 
it has in no sense been on organ ic part of 
S D S . Of the 15 at- large Nat iona l Counc i l 
m e m b e r s , only 1 is on underg radua te stu
dent . S o m e others hove been act ive in REP , 
C I P A or E R A P projects, but this act ivity has 
not in any sense been re la ted to the i r func
tion as N I C m e m b e r s . W h i l e the ot-large 
m e m b e r s hove on occassion m a d e u p 2 0 - 2 5 % 
of the vot ing strength of the N C , they hove 
been respons ib le to no constituency except 
the lost convent ion , a dead body . I wasn ' t at 
that convent ion , but I unders tand the voting 
was ra ther f rant ic . With 17 people to elect , 

* such elect ions tend to take on the character 
of e i ther a popu lor l tycontes tor a recognit ion 
pol l . By reduc ing the number of at-lorge N C 
m e m b e r s , it should be poss ible to hold the 
e lect ions with a more ba lanced cons iderat ion 
of each office and the person who should fi l l 
it, and make the N C more reprsenta t l ve of 
chapters and less of "notables". 

A t the some t ime, there is a need for a 
Not ional Inter im Commit tee which con t ru ly 
ref lect the organ izat ion . Dur ing the recent 
student strike pol l , most N I C m e m b e r s w e r e 
v e r y tentat ive in the i r statements , and ex
p res sed doubt OS to their abi l i ty to guage 
campus sent iment or the possibi l i ty of a suc
cessful str ike. A n N I C de legate e lected by a 
Reg iona l Counc i l , and report ing bock to it, 
would be for more representa t i ve and fa r 
more functional in terms of the rea l needs 
a n d d e s i r e s of the m e m b e r s h i p . He would not 
need to be an ot-large N C de lega te , because 
his constituency would a l r e a d y be represent
ed thru their chapters . 

A n a rgument f requent ly a d v a n c e d for the 
big at-lorge N C de legat ion is that it p rov ides 
one of the few w a y s E R A P people and others 
not i n v o l v e d in chapter work con part ic ipate 
In the organizat ion 's act iv i t ies . There Is, how
e v e r , nothing to p r e v e n t E R A P staff people 
f rom forming chapters (which would cer ta in ly 
be functional S D S group ings , much more so 
than the a v e r a g e chapter) a n d rece i v ing 
representat ion like a n y o n e e l se . In any cose , 
people who ore not N C m e m b e r s h a v e a l 
w a y s been ab l e to part ic ipate in the N C ' s 
de l iberat ions . 

2 . My first minor a m e n d m e n t w o u l d a d d t o 
s e c t i o n 2 of C l a r k K iss inger ' s proposed 
"Amendment 6" the fo l lowing words : "and 
meet ing at least month ly . 'Th i s would ensu re 
that • Regional Counci l function regu la r l y 
in o rde r to be recognized as such. It would 
a l so ensu re a genu ine constituency for my 
proposed reg iona l N I C m e m b e r s . 

3, My second ma jor a m e n d m e n t would 
preface the present section 1 , Art ic le V I 
(Nat ionol Counc i l ) with the letter ' a " a n d add 
a second subsection as fe l lows: 

Chester 
The posit ion of m e m b e r at l a rge at the 

nat ional council be abo l i shed except for the 
pres ident , v ice-pres ident , a n d nat ional sec
rete ry . 

E r i c Ches te r 

"(b) F i v e or more member s res id ing in on 
a r e a w h e r e there is no organ ized chopter 
m a y meet together to elect • de lega te to the 
N a t o n a ! or Regional C o u n c i l , p rov ided that 
(1) a cert i f icat ion of the meet ing and e lect ion , 
b e a r i n g the s i g n a t u r e s o f a t l e a s t S m e m b e r s , 
be sent to the nat ional or reg iona l office 
p r io r to the N C or RC meet ing , a n d (2) 
ev idence Is of fered that a l l S D S m e m b e r s 
in the a r e a concerned r e c e i v e d p r io r notice 
of the meet ing and elect ion." 

A R G U M E N T : This Is d i rect ly counterposed 
to C l a r k K i ss inger ' s proposal for reg iona l N C 
e lect ions . W h i l e on e v e n t u a l reg ional izat ion 
of the N C , conver t ing S D S i n t o o t r u l y f e d e r a l 
body , is p robab ly des i r ab le in the long run 
(and a logical continuation of our present 
deve lopment ) , it's not v e r y pract ica l at pre
sent. O n l y about 1/3 of S D S m e m b e r s l i ve 
in what could be ca l led "organized regions" 
e v e n by our present loose s tandards . The t 
rest wou ld be in C la rk ' s "electoral regions" . 
I wou ld submit that such "electoral regions" 
o re bas ica l l y unworkab le . 

N e a r l y e v e r y organ izat ion of the "old left" 
exper imented with some form of r ep resen
tation for at-lorge m e m b e r s , whether on a 
not ional or reg iona l bas is . The results w e r e 
almost a lwaysd i sappo in t i ng . W h e r e a t - l a r g e 
m e m b e r s can elect any m e m b e r of the or
ganizat ion to rep resen t them, they hove in 
the post tended to elect the better-known 
m e m b e r s or campus t r a v e l l e r s . W h e r e they 
m a y only vote for one of their own number , 
it's a guess ing g a m e of sorts , since brief 
b iograph ies a n d polit ical statements s e n t 
a long with a moil bal lot a r e poor substitutes 
for face-to-face meet ings ond discussions of 
issues . S ince ot-large member s h a v e their 
main organ izat iona l contactwith the nat ional 
office, they hove in most coses tended to be 
sol id supporters of w h a t e v e r "national lead
ership" ex isted. The prob lem is that democ
racy doesn't adapt itself v e r y we l l to the 
postal s y s tem, a n d only • v ideophone hook
up could make a ma i l bal lot "part ic ipatory" . 

What ' s the a l te rna t i ve? W e could h o v e 
reg iona l m e m b e r s h i p meet ings to elect dele
gates . The most logical p lace to h a v e such a 
meet ing would be in the spot thatthe la rgest 
n u m b e r of people could get to-soy the site 
of the largest chapter in the reg ion . The 
m e m b e r s of that chapter would know each 
other and hove e n g a g e d in d iscuss ion . They 
wou ld na tu ra l l y elect one or m o r e of their 
people as N C de legates . At- large member s 
might h a v e a g rea te r fee l ing of "part ic ipa
tion", but they wouldn't h a v e any more 
representa t ion , Sma l l chapters nea r l a rge 
ones wou ld p robab ly lose representa t ion , 

I think that it's poss ible for at- large mem
bers to get together and hold discuss ions , 
and wou ld hope that they wou ld do so on 
other occasions than elect ion meet ings . 1 
think that the p rob lems of doing so o re best 
met on on od-hoc bosis by local peop le , a n d 
not on the bas is of a rb i t r a r y reg iona l l ines 
drown from the N . O . a n d subject to oil sorts 
of g e r r y m a n d e r i n g p rob lems . (Do F l o r i d a , 
G e o r g i a a n d A l a b a m a e a c h g e t o n N C m e m -
ber , or do you combine the 3 -wh ich h a v e a 
total member sh ip of less than 1 OO-into one 
district? The f l r s tg i ves them disproport ionate 
representat ion c o m p a r e d to N Y C or Ch i 
cago. The second g i v e s them a "region" In 
which a democrat i c election is imposs ib le . ) 
I p ropose that w h e r e at-lorge m e m b e r s a r e 
ab l e to get together , they be g i ven rep re
sentation on the bas is of the n u m b e r of peo
ple at the meet ing , ra ther than any theo re t i -
cal const i tuency. I s e e this as • f irst step 
toward chapter organizat ion a n d regional 
act ivity in a r e a s which o re now unorganized 
or poor ly o rgan i zed . Until w e h o v e sol id , 
funct ional reg iona l bodies , the chapter must 
r e m a i n the bosic unit of not ional S D S . 

4 . My second minor a m e n d m e n t would 
change Art ic le III (Membersh ip ) to begin 
"Membersh ip Is open to o i l . . . " , de let ing the 
words : "students, faculty and others ." A siz
ab le number of S D S member s (mysel f in
cluded) a r e "others", and wou ld as soon dis
pense with the paroch ia l i sm impl ied in the 
present word ing . 

5 . My third m i n o r amendment w o u l d 
change Ar t i c le X ( Pa r l i amenta r y Author i ty ) 

' by adding the w o r d s : " . . . except as specif ical
ly a m e n d e d by the body meet ing . " There 
a r e many w a y s of s t reaml in ing a n d democ-
rotizing pa r l i amenta r y p r o c e d u r e , and 
there 's no point In hav ing our hands t ied by 
a react ionary ru le-system like Roberts. I'll 
try to get up a working paper on this for the 
Conven t ion . 

Tom Condi t 



p r o p o s a l : 
Anti-Draft Proposa l for S D S Convent ion 

Cf i lcogo, I l l inois 
O n this important matter S D S has been 

la rge ly screwing around since lost October , 
when the press d i s covered that we had a 
more coherent and s u b v e r s i v e plan than 
any of us knew about. O n pope rou roccomp-
l ishments o re not negl ig ib le : there o r e the 
va r ious sit-ins, the V i e t n a m test, etc. But 
these o r e not part of a n y c o h e r e n t p l a n , a n d , 
more important , few of us wou ld c la im that 
they e v e n begin to r e l i e v e us of the burden 
of be ing , vis-a-vis V i e t n a m , m e r e l y white 
l ibera ls : they a re not ser ious enough . 

Let us examine some of the possible con
sequences of on obstacles too rea l l y mil itant 
anti-draft p r o g r a m , l eav ing the definit ion of 
"militant" v a g u e for the moment : something 
like the F rench res istance to conscription 
for A l g e r i a . 

Possible responses to a militant program 

The U.S. G o v e r n m e n t 
a) R e p r e s s i o n -
Obv ious l y , the threat was there lost Octo

ber . It hos effected e v e r y discussion since 
and has forced S D S to confront v e r y bas ic 
and difficult quest ions about its existence 
and its rad ica l i sm. For a mil itant onti-draft 
p rogram might v e r y l ikely lead tothe smash
ing of S D S . It has happened before to some 
organizat ions and has stunted and distorted 
the p rogram of the others ; perhaps S D S has 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . , 

The increase in the size of the war makes 
it necessary that protest in this country be 
intensif ied. I would like to submit a proposa l 
for considerat ion a t the Nat iona l Convent ion 
for on SDS policy on the draft . 

We should institute a policy that is not so 
radica l as to decapitate the radica l leader
ship of the movement (by sending them to 
jai l ) whi le fr ightening more moderate mem
ber s and the populat ion at l a rge . O n the 
other hand , something m o r e than marches 
a n d petitions Is needed . I thinkthot thefol low-
ing policy wi l l be the most ef fect ive : 
policy wi l l be the most ef fect ive : 

I hove been work ing on a conscious ob
jector appl icat ion that is neither re l igcus nor 
pacifist. It rests on o moral a rgument that 
the war in V i e t n a m is on unjust w a r . So for , 
the appl icat ion is in only rud imentary fo rm . 
I propose that 1) a committee be fo rmed to 
do extensive research on the immora l i ty of 
the war , something like what Sa r t re and 
Bert rond Russiell a r e doing on the " interna
tional war c r ime tr ibunal" , 2) that this re
search , once completed , should be mode 
a v a i l a b l e to a l l member s of SDS and any 
one e l se who Is interested, tho S D S should 
urge e v e r y mole member to file on appl i
cation based on this form on a part icu lar 
date, ( s imul taneous ly ) , I n d i v | d uo I forms 
needn't conform to the sample form that 
would come out of the committee ; w e could 
a l low for ind iv idua l va r i a t ions on the basic 
a rguments . 3) S D S should dowhot it con (e .g . 
petition the help of the C i v i l L ibert ies Union) 

to fight for acceptance of this form by the 
draft boards . The main emphas i s would be 

a n t i - d r a f t 
m i l i t a n c y 

been too quick to attr ibute the fa i lu re of 
e a r l i e r radica l organizat ions to flows in the i r 
p rograms , too little a w a r e of how ruthless ly 
they w e r e being t reated by power . 

b) Co-opt ion-
There is 0 direct continuity between S D S ' 

response to the furor of last October and 
Mocnomara ' s (and others' ) recent cal ls for 
m o r e kinds of a l t e rna t i ve s e r v i c e . If they 
h a v e any bra ins , they can cut the ground 
f rom under us-espec ia l l y our l ibe ra l support 
- by setting up a few more peace corps . Do 
we wont thot? If so, w e m a y f ind ou r se l ve s 
saddled with a "victory" next J u n e when they 
r e v i s e the draft low. In accepting such pro
g r a m s a ren ' t we s imply g iv ing legi t imacy to 
the ga r r i son state? We must think c l ea r l y : a l 
though our tactics m a y oppose other , lesser 
ev i l s , we should work within a phi losophical 
context of opposit ion to a n y draf t for a n y 
purpose . Just as it is a risk for any society 
to h a v e f ree speech - but a risk bas ic to 
democracy - so it is a risk to hope that a 
society wi l l be ab le to function without coer
c ion , but we should think of the w i l l ingness 
to take that risk as def in i t ive of our v i ew of 
the democrat ic society , 

Draftoble People 

We hove wor r i ed about the p rob lem that 
our p rogram might become too sec ta r ian , 
a l ienat ing possible suppor tand part ic ipat ion 
by demand ing that people act aga inst what 

to get the form accepted in a Depar tment 
of Just ice Hea r ing or beofre the S u p r e m e 
Cour t . If this can be done (which wil l be 
ext remely difficult), then local boa rds would 
fee l obl iged to accept conscient ious objector 
forms w h e r e v e r they appea r . 

The advan tage to this draft policy over 
some more ext reme ones , e .g . hav ing mem
ber s of SDS refuse to comply at a l l with 
se lect ive serv i ce demands , is that 1 - fa i lu re 
to h o v e this fo rm accepted by the selec
t ive se rv i ces wi l l l e a v e appl icants with the 
some draft status that they h o v e r ight now; 
people with 2-S's wi l l reta in them. Thus 
it wi l l be possible to get a g rea t number of 
S D S member s and others to f i le this form. 
2) The f i l ing of this form by g rea t num
bers , s imul taneous ly , on a nat ional basis , 
wi l l touch off • powerfu l notional debate on 
the w a r ' s moral i ty (osa rguments a re brought 
out) a n d on c iv i l r ights . Most A m e r i c a n 
cit izens support the w a r but h o v e consider
ab le sympathy for those who refuse to fight 
on mora l grounds since they still be l i eve that 
A m e r i c a is a f ree country . 

The f a i l u r e to get t h i s form accepted 
(and it p robably wi l l foil) wi l l h a v e appl i
cants in the some position that they o re in 
right now. These who a r e most radica l wi l l 
go to j a i l . Those who wil l compromize wil l 
go to school . But meanwh i le we w i l l hove 
the advan tage of a policy a r o u n d which to 
organ ize a la rge number of peop le . 1 do not 
think that S D S rs strong enough to initiate 
on "enemy of the state" stand on the draft 
right now. This proposal i e e m s to be com
mensura te to the strength a n d degree of 
commitment of our movement . 

F reder ick M. G o r d o n 

seems to be their intefest , renounc ing pr i v i 
lege , endanger ing themse lves . O u r strug
gles aga inst 2-S seem only to moke our con
stituency more droftable . And ye t w e must 
oppose 2-S OS v ic ious d iscr iminat ion based 
on class or eugenics . A n y meaningfuWpro-
grom invo lves risks and sacr i f i ces : con a 
mil itant p rogram be dev i sed which requ i res 
less lonely hero i sm than is r equ i red o f t h e 
draft res lster today? 

Action 
Of course S D S must h a v e a strong p rogram 

of draft res is tance. There is r ea l l y no choice 
in the matter . The hor rors of V i e t n a m neces
sitate draft res is tance in A m e r i c a , and re
gard less of the complex i t ies of the issue , 
SDS must undertake it: not because i t i sgood 
or bod for the organizat ion but s imply be
cause it must be done and S D S is the only 
organizat ion which con do it. In the face of 
this absolute impera t i ve , what con w e say 
about the p rob lems out l ined a b o v e ? 

Repress ion : S D S ' re la t i ve f r eedom from 
repress ion so fa r is a m e a s u r e of the in
signif icance of its p rograms (speaking in re
g a r d to the draft ) . O n V ie tnam we hove not 
ye t confronted the power structure. We must 
do so as • nat ional organizat ion , and in so 
doing, risk be ing smashed . This is not sa id 
in any spir it of tough-guy exhortat ion . It 
s eems a sombre truth. If we br ing ou r se l ve s 
to the brink of destruct ion, there m a y stil l be 
the possibi l i ty of guerr i l la- l ike ret reat : per
haps this is what happened in October 
(a lthough I doubt that w e w e r e rea l l y in 
such immediate danger ) . At any rate , we 
must force ou r se l ve s a l w a y s to operate 
much c loser to rea l per i l that w e hove in the 
last y e a r . (Nor do I fee l that It is adequate 
to soy that we can not go a h e a d s imply be
cause Johnson's b rand of McCor thy i sm in
c reases the per i l e v e n wh i le we stand stil l . ) 

Droftable people : he re , of course , is the 
meat of the p rob lem . S D S must undertake 
oggress i ve organizat ion of draft res is tance . 
This means more than putting out in forma
tional pamphle ts : it means recru i t ing draft 
res i s te rs . The v e r y act of such recru i tmeni 
puts us Into conflict with the g o v e r n m e n t r w e 
may be smashed at this point, but we must 
try it and hope that l ibera l fo rcesw i l l he lp to 
p r e s e r v e our right to speak. If n o t our 
p r o g r a m . 

1 c a n n o t br ing myse l f to renounce t h e 
teacher de fe rment which I obtained some 
y e a r s ago . If they changed the r u l e o n d I hod 
to re-opply , I might not do so. I a m as con
fused [and perhaps weak in my pr inciples] 
obout these situotions as I om certa in that I 
would refuse to be dra f ted : I do not hove 
the courage to renounce my p r i v i l ege , but 
I fee l deep l y enough about my a l ienat ion 
f rom the g o v e r n m e n t - or rather , its a l i en
at ion f rom me - so that I could not possibly 
accept induction. I b e l i e v e that this is pretty 
much the situation In which most people in 
S D S find themse lves : fear fu l and unwi l l ing 
to renounce present p r i v i l ege ond posit ive 
that, when it comes right down to it, they 
wi l l not join the a r m y . Con w e he lp more 
people to fee l at least this strongly and some 
to do OS we l l a s the he roes among us who 
h a v e done better? 

The heart of the proposed approach is a 
multi-stage campa ign . Al though w e we l come 
people who fake a strong stand f rom the 
v e r y beg inn ing , we do not focus on urg ing 
them not to request 2-S or to renounce 2-S. 
But our p rogram is coherent , honest and 
root-and-branch: it educates them to the im
mora l i ty of the de fe rment and the ent i re 
sys tem. We educate them al l a long the w a y , 
urg ing them to resist at e v e r y point, making 
it c l ea r that w e think their de fe rment g i ves 
them only a short-run a d v a n t a g e , that V ie t 
nam and V i e t n a m s wil l continue to esca la te , 
and even tua l l y they wil l be ca l led . A n d when 

they reach the end of the l ine , w e wi l l be 
the re , if we h a v e succeeded in educat ing 
them, many of • l e m wil l then be ready to 
refuse induct ion: at no point h a v e w e de
manded that they make a n immed ia te sacr i
fice, but at e v e r y point w e h a v e told them 
that there is no escape f rom decis ions and 
so i n v o l v e d them thatthe mora l contradiction 
of accepting induction is o v e r w h e l m i n g . They 
wil l be a l l the m o r e r e a d y to resfuse induc
tion if your e n e r g y is focused at this point 
a n d they see some prospect of rea l assis
tance. Under present c i rcumstances it ap
pears that a notice of Induction can be only 
one step in a struggle which con go on for 
quite a wh i le before a l l legal r e m e d i e s a re 
exhaus ted . Those remed ies must be wide ly 
publ ic ized and so l i tary ind iv idua ls in out-of-
the-way places must be supported . Many of 
these functions a r e present ly pe r fo rmed by 
A F S C and C C C O . This proposa l is that w e 
put w h e e l s on these organ izat ions , using 
our resources posi t ive ly to organ ize such 
p rog rams rather than s imply being a v a i l a b l e 
for those who ask. 

Thus, a r o u g h schedule for a reslster 
might look something like this : 

F r e s h m a n y e a r : student takes out 2-S. 
Wars cont inue; he is educated to oppose 

them; perhaps he renounces his 2-S. 
S o m e t i m e before g raduat ion : a p p l i e s 

for C O . 
C O Is re jected. 
He appea l s to ? 
Rejected. 
He oppeois to ? 
At the phys i ca l : some form of non-cooper

at ion . 
Induction: re fuses . 
A n y of these steps requ i re s imply a know

ledge of the legal r e m e d i e s a v a i l a b l e , and 
not a l awye r . A t t h e m o i e a d v a n c e d stages 
we must confront the otomizal lon which re
sults f rom isolat ion, the di f fer ing pol ic ies of 
local boards , and the fact that people o re 
not oil ca l led at the same t ime. We would 
want to explore the possibi l i t ies of pooling 
c o s e s on geograph ica l or chronologica l 
bas is . 
T/e-/n with International War Crimes Trial 

The t r ia l , to be conducted in the fal l in Par is 
by Be r t rand Russe l l , J ean-Pau l Sa r t r e , Peter 
Weiss , Isaac Deutscher , et. a l . , wi l l produce 
a judgement . If w e o re revo lu t ionar ies , w e 
wil l act OS if that judgement we re low, super
seding "lows" and w a r s mode- by gove rn
ments which we no longer recognize . Thus 
we must implement the new law, and one way 
of doing so is through the kind of anti-draft 
act iv i ty descr ibed a b o v e , S D S should invite 
the judges to d e l i v e r their j udgementbe fo re 
the accused , here in A m e r i c a . (The prospect 
of mi l i tant anti-draft action might induce 
S a r t r e to r e v e r s e his e a r l i e r re fusa l tocome 
to A m e r i c a . A kind of congress should be 
held in which a report on A m e r i c a n w a r 
c r imes would b e i ssued ; Immediote iy it 
would begin to be imp lemented by our pro
g r a m and some dramat ic act of draft resis
tance, to be tied In with such events in other 
countr ies . In essence this p roposa l , which con 
be independent of a n y part icu lar draf t pro
g r a m , asks that the next in ternat iona l d a y s 
of protest focus on implementat ion of the 

court's dec is ion . 
* * * * * * 

The proposals made a b o v e suggest a gen
e r a l approach . They a r e weak on specif ics 
and uninformed on technical aspects of draft 
resistance- They n e e d further discuss ion. In 
s u m m a r y , the proposals u r g e that S D S 
undertake a mil i tant p rogram of recru i tment 
tor draft res istance focusing on refus ing in
duct ion. 

J e s s e e Lemisch 
Un ive r s i t y of Ch i cago SDS 

Anti-draft Proposal 

v o t e f o r p e a c e 
O n N o v e m b e r 7 vote rs in most congres

sional districts throughout the country wi l l 
not hove a chonce to vote for peace since 
both regu la r party candidates wi l l be com
mitted to the w a r . In those districts w h e r e 
there o re genu ine peace candidates on the 
bal lot , S D S wi l l be act ive in their support ; 
but what course of action w i l l be fo l lowed 
by S D S in these other a r e a s ? 

A possible w a y to so lve th i sp rob lem wou ld 
be to init iate a nat ional vote for peace 
campa ign with the N C N P a n d other groups . 
This campa ign wou ld include three bas ic 
steps: 

(1) oct ive part ic ipat ion in a n d support of 
the campaigns of genu ine peace candidates 
w h e r e they a r e on the bal lot . 

(2) nominat ion of independent candidates 
w h e r e they a r e not on the bal lot and w h e r e 
there o r e no genu ine peace candidates . 
S ince it wi l l be v i r tua l l y impossible to get 
these candidates on the regu la r bal lot , the 
part ic ipating g r o u p s should establ ish a 

separa te system of pol l ing places , like the 
Mississ ippi F reedom Democrat ic Party did 
in the i r e a r l y campa igns . 

(3) coordinat ion of the student vote for 
peace project on the not ionscompuses . Bal lot 
boxes would be set up on e v e r y campus 
and a l l students wou ld be g i v e n the oppor
tunity to vote for a peace candidate . 

The vote for peace project would hove 
these advan tages : (1) A l l act iv i ty would be 
or iented toward potential action a n d would 
s e r v e to bui ld up independent rad ica l con
st i tuencies . (2) The number of votes for 
peace w o u l d be inc reased because the 
choices w o u l d be a v a i l a b l e ac ross the 
country . (3) The polit ical effect of such a 
campa ign would be felt by estab l i shment 
candidates since this campa ign would have 
a n effect for the results e v e n in those dis
tricts w h e r e the Independent candidate is 
not on the bal lot by (a) threatening lo with
hold thousands of votes which wou ld other
w i se go to the l ibe ra l candidate and (b) 

those voters who felt they hod to vote for 
the lesser e v i l on the r egu la r bal lot could 
still cost a "Vote for Peace" at the peace 
bal lot pol l ing places . (4) There wou ld be 
coordinat ion between community a n d cam
pus projects which wou ld s e r v e to c reate 
g rea te r cooperat ion and cohes l veness be
tween community and campus groups . (5) 
The v a l u e s of part ic ipatory democracy wou ld 
be s e r v e d s ince e v e r y o n e wou ld h a v e the 
opportunity to part ic ipate In the nominat ion , 
campa ign , and e v e n elect ion of peoce can
d idates . 

Dan ie l Thomas 
Toledo S D S 
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m o Y e m e n t f o r a 
d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y 

John Maher 

There a r e th ree factors which tend to keep 
polit ical ly act ive and sympathet ic adu l t s f rom 
jo in ing a n d part ic ipat ing in S D S . First there 
is the style of the N e w Left, whose candor 
a n d openness and the wi l l ingness to lay 
oneself on the l ine , they find v e r y appeo l -
ing , but whose beards and sanda ls and the 
in te rminab le , u n s t r u c t u r e d meet ings , 
m a r r e d often by adolescent emot ing , they 
f ind much less so. Second is the lock of 
money which g e n e r a l l y prevents S D S f rom 
hir ing adults to organ ize other adults in the 
ghettoes a n d in the suburbs , and which 
makes full-time work in the movement an 
a lmost impossible option for someone with 
a f ami l y . F ina l l y there is the n a m e Students 
for G Democrat ic Society , which mokes m a n y 
adults wonder if w e ore rea l l y open to them, 
or if perhaps money m a y be the on ly thing 
they h a v e to g i v e to the movement . 

Within these constraints much has a l r e a d y 
been done . Facul ty m e m b e r s do part ic ipate 
in the act iv it ies of many campus-based S D S 
chapters , and in some a r e a s community 
based adult S D S chapters a r e organ ized 
and functioning. S D S people h a v e been 
act ive in he lp ing to o rgan ize ERAP and C I P A 
projects in m a n y ports of the country . In 
the Boston o reo S D S people h o v e o r g a n i z e d 
a hospital worke r s ' union, s em ina r s on social 
issues for profess ional g roups , a cooperat i ve 
effort to rehabi l i tate housing and neighbor
hood faci l i t ies in on a r e a of Roxbury , ond on 
Educat ional C o o p e r a t i v e for the Bostoh a r e a . 

But the present structure of S D S poses a 
d i l e m m a for those of us w h o a r e out of 
school a n d h o v e r e m a i n e d ac t i ve . O n the 
one hand , we indentify v e r y strongly with 
the goals of S D S , and w e wish to continue 
lo part ic ipate in the life of the movement 
and d iscover through our work what the 
commitment to bu i ld ingodemocrot i c soc ie ty 
entoi ls . O n the other hand , we do not w ish 
to become ag ing o rgan i ze r s doing adult 
work for a youth organizat ion , bold and 
pudgy scoutmasters for the N e w Left Troop, 
nor do m a n y of us w i sh to aff i l iate with 
exist ing orgonizat ions w i t h a n o d u l t p r o g r o m 
such as the PLP, the LID or the C P U S A . 
We feel that our d i l e m m a is representa t i ve 
of the prob lem faced by many people who 
could moke on important contribution to 
the m o v e m e n t if our organizat ion wou ld 
help them. A n d w e b e l i e v e a lso that there 
a r e reasons t ronscending our par t icu lar dis
comfort which suggests that S D S should 

recons ider its formal commitment to youth , 
students, and academics a lone . 

In the first p lace , the nature of a pure ly 
campus m o v e m e n t imposes s e v e r e l imita
tions on its perspect ive and ef fect iveness as 
o agent of social change . G o o d food and 
sex, and f reedom from unreasonab le dis
c ipl ine , a r e important to the d e v e l o p m e n t 
of any human be ing , but as campus issues 
they h a v e on the whole fa i led to mobil ize 
the students for a long-term st ruggle ; in 
fact, in recent y e a r s the campus issues 
which did this w e r e those which ca l led into 
quest ion the t radit ional re lat ionship between 
the campus and the community . At Berke ley 
many of the students who revo l ted aga inst 
C l a r k Ke r r ' s knowledge factory come to 
rea l i ze that the nature of the factory could 
not be changed without changing the nature 
of the society it s e r v e d and fed upon. The 
immedia te goa ls of the F r e e Speech Move
ment , courses with more substance a n d 
polit ical rights for students, w e r e a i m e d pre
c ise ly at prov id ing the precondit ions for a 
m o r e construct ive student i n v o l v e m e n t in the 
concerns of the l a r g e r communi ty . Todoy the 
issue of tfw draf t on d ie c a m p u s e s has a n , 
e v e n g rea te r potential for student Invo lve
ment in polit ical st ruggle . A s C a r l Og lesby 
pointed out in the cal l to the V i e t n a m exam , 
the purpose of the 2-S is to keep the milttory-
Industr ia l complex suppl ied w i t h b r i g h t 

young techn ida ls and apologists it needs to 
th r i ve and grow. The polit ical effect of the 
2-S is to reenforce exist ing c lass distinctions 
a n d d i v id e students f rom the rest of society 
on on issue which should unite them. This 
g i ves students o fa lse sense of security a n d 
helps to perpetuate the peace m o v e m e n t as 
0 middle-class phenomenon . Thus the draf t 
has become another issue w h e r e student 
struggle ts re la ted direct ly to the i r needs 
a n d the needs of the society at l a rge . The 
prob lem is that wh i le ind iv idua ls in the com
munity con be recrui ted on on od hoc bas i s , 
it wi l l be difficult to mainta in this long-term 
contact with communi ty organizat ions a n d 
community people as long as they tend to 
be exc luded f rom the inner life of the move
ment . 

G e n e r a t i o n a l tu rnover posesonothe r l im i 
tation on the campus movement . Whi le it 
is painful to reckon how many thousands of 
m e m b e r s S D S must lose each y e a r with 
g radua t ion , in my opinion this is b u t o s y m p -
torn of 0 deeper ma la i se which a r i s e s f rom 
the fact that in a campus m o v e m e n t far too 

few of the students i nvo l ved a r e led to con-
_ f ront their futures os adults with a job, a 
"w i f e , and kids. Cop-out is encouraged not 

only by the fact that the movement does 
not prov ide easy options for those who wish 
to continue the s t rugg le ,butbecouses tudent 
rad ica l s tend to be Isolated f rom those who 
have cont inued the struggle . Both students 
a n d adults suffer f rom this isolat ion. 

In v i e w of our success so for In br inging 
in adults , f ea r of ext inguishing student radi
ca l i sm In 0 f lood of adult l ibera l s has led 
some SDS member s to propose that rather 
than changing the or ientat ion of our organi
zat ion to encompass t h e m , S D S should c reate 
a separa te nat ional section or o rgan i za
tion for adul ts . This s eems most unwise to 
m e . The purpose of our proposal is not to 
create a new nat ional organizat ion with a l l 
the d a n g e r s for more fact ional ism and 
bu reauc racy on the left wh ich that enta i l s , 
but to br ing dif ferent peop le together in a 
concrete w a y so that they m a y be ab le to 
work out their common dest iny . To b e l i e v e 
in block power , student power and worke r s ' 
control is not to exc lude the possibil ity that 
these groups h a v e much to soy to each other, 
or that they con p rov ide mutual support 
in their somewhW separa te struggle aga inst 
the common e n e m y . A n d the f ea r of a f lood 
of l ibera l s drowning student rad ica l i sm is , 
to say the least , exoggeroted . In the f irst 
p lace , our organ izat ion , Students for a De
mocratic Society , as it now is. M o v e m e n t 
for 0 Democrat ic Society as we hope to 
see it become , has made itself c lear on 
a number of suff icient points to prec lude 
the possibi l i ty of it becoming a rest home 
for l ibera l s with t i red b lood. My exper ience 
has been that the political composit ion of 
a newly o rgan i zedcommun i t y based chapter 

Is in no w a y dif ferent f rom the pol i t ical 
composit ion of a new ly o rgan i zed campus 
chapter ; in both Instances rad ica l s a n d con
c e r n e d l ibe ra l s o r e brought together in on 
a tmosphere of action ond educat ion which 
encourages the l ibera l s to become rodicols . 

Anothe r objection cente rs a r o u n d the f e a r 
that the or ientat ion proposed wou ld force 
S D S to take into accountconst i tuenc ieswhich 
it con and should ignore . This objection seems 
mistaken to me , tor the fact of the matter 
is that since adultconst i tuencies have money 
and people SDS cannot a n d does not ignore 
them. Rather until now S D S has had to re l y 
on coal i t ions In which SOS ba rga ins across 
the table with organizat ions which represent 
or purported ly represent those constituen
cies . Often S D S comes out on the short end , 
OS was the case with the N C N P . Butthe l imi
tations of coolit ionisni wi l l r e m a i n intr insic 
to our efforts until w e become wi l l ing and 
ab l e to educate and organ ize these consti
tuencies ou r se l ves . F ina l l y , there o re some 
who hesitate because they f ea r that the con-
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cept of a M o v e m e n t for a Democrat ic So
ciety m a y be p rematu re , and thotcommunity 
people should not be brought In until the 
ideology of our organizat ion has been c lar i 
f ied . I a m oil for ideological c lar i f icat ion, 
and I rea l i ze a lso that our ideology once 
c lar i f ied wil l most probably suggest cer ta in 
pr ior i t ies in terms of c lass and rac ia l groups 
which wil l become gu ide l ines fo r fu tu recom
munity organ iz ing . What disturbs me is the 
notion that these questions can be reso lved 
in the abstract , that for e x a m p l e student 
rad ica l s could asp i re to putting fo rward a 
position on the working class which is not, in 
fact, founded on the exper ience of concrete , 
face-to-face re lat ions with people who work. 
The PLP and the C P U S A may or may not 
be par t i cu lar ly fortunate in this r e g a r d , but 
SDS ' s present posit ion makes this possibi l ity 
difficult and remote . Now is the possibi l i ty 
• n d time to become more open , 
i To begin with the Not ional Convent ion 
should move to change the n a m e of our 
organizat ion f rom S tudent s fo roDemocro t i c 
Society to M o v e m e n t for a Democrat ic 
Society , and str ike f rom our constitution 
a l l prov is ions which suggest we a re or iented 
exc lus i ve ly towards students a n d faculty . 
This would constltue a necessa ry first step 
towards opening our organizat ion , for ex
a m p l e , to sympathet ic c le rgy a n d profes
s iona ls , working people a n d housew ives , 
a n d people in C I P A and E R A P projects. 
Secondly , s t u d e n t s in campus chopters 
should consider ser ious ly the possibi l i ty of 
o rgan iz ing M D S chapters Inthe nea rby com
munit ies . These chapters should not be seen 
OS adjuncts of the campus movement ; ra ther 
like compus chapters they should be seen 
as a w a y to br ing people together to take 
action on the issues which affect the i r l i ves . 
Coord inat ion of the educat ion and action 
p rograms of the dif ferent kinds of chapters 
should take place as much as possible on 
the city-wide and reg iona l l e v e l . I do notsee 
a n y easy solution for the prob lem of f inances . 
In the not too distant future thecommunt i y 
chapters in the Boston a r e a m a y be a b l e " ' 
to fund their own organ ize r s , which wi l l 
be c big step towards c ree l ing a solvent 
organ izat ion . At the not ional l e v e l I think 
that dues should be ra i sed to $5 per y e a r 
for students a n d $10 per y e a r for non-
students. While it is re l a t i ve l y r a r e that 
a student cannot ra i se a few dol la rs to 
support on activity which he cons iders to 
be worthwhi le , this is often not t rue for non-
students f rom poor communit ies . In such 
coses M D S should be p r e p a r e d to reduce 
o r w a i v e a l l dues r equ i r ed , for these people 
hove much to contr ibuUond e v e r y right to 
part ic ipate fu l ly in the life of our organ i
zat ion . 

J o h n Moher 

s d s o r m d s 
C H I C A G O , I L L 

This paper is submitted to N L N in the hope 
that it wi l l promote ser ious discussion be
tween m e m b e r s , and within chapters , to
w a r d s the format ion of a M o v e m e n t for a 
Democrat ic Society . A n d , I hope , ser ious 
discussion of such o prospect wi l l a l so take 
place a t the upcoming Not ional Conven t ion . 

The pages of N L N , f rom time to t ime, con-
tarn "feelers" • b o u t t h i s t o p i c . T h e s a m e p a g e s 
often contain v e r y rea l compla ints to the 
effect that not enough people ore ova i lob le 
for the work to be done , that the people 
a v a i l a b l e a re too busy with action tasks to 
do the mundane work, or o r e not qual i f ied 
to do it. I a m thinking h e r e part icu lar ly of 
Bob Speck's "Last Wil l and Tes tomenf . E v e r y 
issue , of course , appea l s for funds, funds, 
funds. 

A g rea t dea l of the p rob lem , I b e l i e v e , is 
that SDS mokes no prov is ion for non-uni
ve r s i t y , part-time un ivers i ty and post-uni
vers i ty people . 

Speak ing f rom my own exper ience , a per
son in the a fo rement ioned categor ies s im
ply has no , or at least v e r y few, a v e n u e s 
of contribution to the movement . I am a full-
t ime worker , a fami l y m a n , on e v e n i n g 
school student. I became interested in S D S 
upon read ing the Port Huron Statement 
somet ime in 1963 or 1964 . When I s tarted 
e v e n i n g c lasses in the Spr ing of 1965 , I 
t r ied to make contact with S D S by l eav ing 
my name , address , phone number , etc. at 
the Student Act iv i t ies Off ice (Rooseve l t Uni
vers i ty } . N o w o r d f rom a n y o n e . S e v e r a l 
months ago I jo ined S D S , "unaff i l iated", as 
a matter of showing support . A g a i n , n o w o r d 
f rom anyone (except that I now rece i ve N L N , 
f c " which I'm thankful) . N e a r the end of the 

Fa l l of 1965 semester I button-holed - I t h i n k 
it w a s - S teve Boum. 1 exp la ined who I was , 
and my problem (no w a y for my kind to help 
out). He a g r e e d it was awfu l . This Spr ing 
and S u m m e r , I sw i tchedt racksandat tempted 
to moke contact with Uptown J O I N (I l i ve 
n e a r b y ) . I've left my name , address and 
phone number three t imes so far , offer ing 
to help in the job a n d counsel l ing pro
g r a m s , a n d to s e r v e os bui lding s teward . No 
word yet . 

Is this response to expressed interest the 
way to bui ld a b road ly-bosed , inf luential 
const ituency? I think not. At best, it is a w a y 
to ma inta in an in-group so l idar i ty , a kind of 
intel lectual and organizat iona l incest - so 
that the some people show up at event , after 
event , o f te revent . A n d , does not this method 
of operat ion ra ise elitist ramif icat ions , a lo 
Marxist-Leninism? 

It is nea r l y imposs ib le , in A m e r i c a n his
tory , to point out a s ingle pol it ical , econo- . 
mic, o r social movement brought to fruit ion 
by on isolated in-group, a group without 
broad mtddleclass support . Insofar as I can 
see , S D S does not present ly en joy that sup
port , and such support as might exist is 
d r i ven Into compromis ing organizat ions ~ 
such OS S A N E ~ that hard ly shore our multi-
issue v iew of "the system", and our radica l 
solutions to contempora ry p rob lems . Other 
possible support , because of fee l ing isolated, 
probably goes in fo r " ind iv iduo l i sm" , diss!po
tion, etc. etc, etc. and is thereby wasted as 
far a s the m o v e m e n t is concerned . 

At this Rpint, I would like to offer a v e r y 
s imple assumpt ion , not yet demonst ra ted--
and not about to be if things go on as now: 
that i n v o l v e m e n t i n the " rea l " wor ld of ca ree r , 
f ami l y , etc. makes radica ls more radica l 

ra ther than less - if a v e n u e s of rad ica l i sm 
a r e open to them. 

A recent ar t ic le in the DuBois C lub 's In
surgent b e g a n , ' It 's the i r sys tem, a n d it's 
a bitch". N o one knows this better than one 
e n m e s h e d in the sys tem, t ry ing to moke a 
l i v ing for a fami ly , t ry ing to talk sense to 
people at work and p l a y . C e r t a i n l y , after • 
certa in amount of defeat and f rustrat ion , 
some people wi l l "cool it". O n the other hand , 
the r is ing w o v e of str ikes by public em
p loyees ~ for instance - su re l y indicates 
that more and more people o re fed up with 
p lay ing the game by the ru les . The e v e r 
l a rge r crack between Reuther labor a n d 
M e a n y labor ev idences the s a m e . The ques
tion is, wi l l these rad ica l s , or potential radi
ca ls , go the w a y of re fo rmism for lack of 
anyth ing better? O r , mustn't S D S p rov ide a 
channe l for this budding thought and ener
gy? 

"Part-time" rad ica l s , possible MDS people , 
could make a great contr ibution, if g i v e n the 
chance . First of a l l , people in the " rea l " 
wor ld of jobs, c a ree r , m a r r i a g e have some 
t ime and a lot of d isc ip l ine , for the mun
dane organizat iona l work that "full-timers" 
fal l short on . Secondly , people at work hove 
ready cosh - now being scattered buckshot 
fashion a l l o v e r the radica l landscape (or 
be ing spent on drink etc. because of receiv
ing too many appea l s f rom too many worthy 
causes ) . It ought to be eas ie r - g i v e n o r g a n i 
zat ional aff i l iat ion - to kickSl 0 ,00 loosef rom 
0 working MDS m e m b e r , than S] .00 f rom an 
unemp loyed SDS student. Thi rd ly , perhaps 
most important - possible M D S people hove 
numerous contacts at work , in labor , clubs, 
ne ighborhoods etc. that n e e d to be reached . 
S D S people cannot reach these a r e a s , and 

wi l l ha rd ly be l istened to if they do reach 
them (so status stinks, but it's there and must 
be confronted) . 

This "pitch" should not be misconstrued. I 
do not mean that an M D S con be created 
overn ight , by f lat . A n d , I do not mean to 
imp ly that on M D S wi l l be m e r e l y on "older" 
ve r s ion of S D S . People with kids to feed can
not go to ja i l with impunity , or throw a w a y 
jobs. But because someone c a n n o t d o e v e r y -
thing doesn't m e a n that they wont to do noth
ing . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , the possibi l i t ies of on MDS 
should be exp lo red . M e m b e r s h i p lists could 
be combed for inact ive , "at l a rge , " and un
aff i l iated members . These member scou ld be 
contacted to learn why they h a v e such sta
tus. A "handout," pamphlet , or some such 
thing, could be wr i t ten , d i sp l ayed at l i t tables , 
ma i led to possibi l i t ies - g iv ing "the word" 
on on M D S , g iven adequate response . May
be o newstond journa l could be put out on a 
quar te r l y bas is to reach the (so far ) un
reachab le . The Nat iona l Convent ion could 
pass and c i rculate a resolution on this matter. 

Possibly I am mistaken. M a y b e the whole 
idea of on M D S would be a bust. H o w e v e r , 
the cha l lenge and opportunity o re g rea t . 
Many organizat ions pract ical ly exist (and 
exist we l l ) on vo lunteer he lp . A l so , it seems 
that S D S , for somet ime now, has been talk
ing more and more to itself, a n d - conse
quent ly - the d a n g e r of isolat ion is becom
ing g rea te r and g rea te r . We cannot let this 
happen , reca l l ing what has become of radi
col groups in the past thot became isolated 
a n d in-bred . 

G r e g g N e s e m e i e r 



PROPOSAL: Citizens 
for a democratic society 

Stan ley A ronowi i z 

N e w York, N. Y . 
E v e r y y e a r a round this t ime, rumbl ings 

ore heard within SDS ranks that the t ime 
has come for a changing of the g u a r d . C r i e s 
a r e hea rd to the effect that an el i te exists 
in S D S whose age hovers a r o u n d 27 and is 
mostly non-student. The proposa ls of Pau l 
Booth tor a student-led S D S a r e just a new 
va r i a t ion on the theme. I b e l i e v e w e hove 
reached the stage w h e r e S D S activists and 
f r iends who a re not students ( even if campus 
bosed) should open a b road discussion lead
ing to the format ion of a new left polit ical 
m o v e m e n t which could hove f r a te rna l work
ing re lat ions with S D S , but be independent 
of it. The truth of the matter is that the 
persistent presence of "old men" such as 
myse l f in S D S ranks or c lose to them is 
rooted in the fact that w e h a v e no place 
e lse to go with notional prest ige which 
represents our polit ical or ientat ion . O n the 
other hand , S D S has become the "house" 
of student radical act iv ity a n d thought a n d 
p roper l y be longs to that communi ty . Its 
growth is a d irect outcome ot its ideologica l 
position on the left. Let me try to summar i ze 
some of the sa l ient points of that position 
and indicate which need to be supplemented 
for 0 g e n e r a l movement : 

1 . S D S ' S political outlook does riot flow 
from its involvement in the debates within 
the International radical and socialist move
ment. In this sense SDS is new left insofar 
as it r ema ins independent , but based on 
the key notion that "radical" change is nec
es sa ry OS a precondit ion for the creat ion ot 
a human society in the United States . 

2 . The democrat i c society based upon 
social need of w h i c h w e s p e a k s h o u l d 
be b o s e d upon p o p u l a r c o n t r o l of the 
institutions of g o v e r n m e n t , the economy , 
education, etc. Impl ied in this p o s i t i o n is 
the judgement that the forms of democracy 
exist in our country , but not the content. 
Fore ign and domestic pol ic ies of the G o v e r n 
ment o re not formulated and executed in 
the interests of the major i ty of A m e r i c a n s , 
but instead ore dec ided upon by • handful 
of g iant corporat ions , the mi l i tary and the 
top bureocroc ies who constitute an el i te 
of power in our society , 

3 . S D S does not h o v e • unified conception 
of which are the 'major' constituencie or 
agents of social change. In this respect the 
organizat ion has many di f ferent tendencies 
who c la im such agency for the poor, the work
e r s , the Intel lectuals or just p la in o rd ina ry 
people in g e n e r a l . There o re s o m e w h o h o l d 
that the search for a s ingle agent or g roup 
of agents based on class is not a product ive 
concept for the strategy of social change . 

4 . S O S seeks to buiid a popular consti
tuency for changing America rather than 
relying on an elite approach of either the 
liberal or old left variety. Most people in 
S D S reject the idea that any ' v a n g u a r d ' or 
' l ead ing g roup ' of people Is in possess ion 
of the truth so a s to be able to c la im lead
e r sh ip in the struggle for a new society . 
Instead, most within S D S choose to f ind 
among brood strata of people those who 
a r e r e a d y to commi t themse l ves to the strug
gle and part ic ipate in making those strategic 
decis ions for the movement . This rhetor ic is 
often contradicted by pract ice , but n e v e r 
refuted in theory . 

5 . S D S has a revolutionary approach inso
far as it rejects the notion that piece-meal 
reforms can change the "system" sufficiently 
to satisfy social needs. In this sense , S D S 
seeks new power re lat ions within A m e r i c a n 
society between the ru lers and those who 
a re subjected to their ru le . This point re la tes 
to point 2 a b o v e but is d i f ferent because it 
expresses a ph i losoph ic judgementobout the 
ach ievements a n d attitudes of contemporory 
l ibe ra l i sm . W h i l e the m o v e m e n t has no 
r e a l strategy for power , there is g e n e r a l re
cognit ion that nothing less than n e w o r r a n g e -
ments of power a r e needed in o r d e r t o b u i l d 
the human social o rde r w e seek. 

It r ema ins tor us to create o new document 
to ref ine these ideas . I a m su re that this 
br ief superf ic ia l s u r v e y does notexhoust the 
brood a r e a s of a g r e e m e n t among S D S peo
ple . C e r t a i n l y , o notional polit ical movement 
wou ld h a v e to go beyond them in o r d e r to 
p lace itself within the body politic as o ser ious 
force . For e x a m p l e , pe r sona l l y , I w o u l d b e i n 
f avo r of open ly dec la r ing our se l ves social
ists, s ince it is the p r i va te ownersh ip and 
control of property a n d he economic sur
plus d e r i v i n g f rom this control which forms 

the r e a l bas i s for p h e n o m e n a like the w a r 
in V i e t n a m , elite control of g o v e r n m e n t a l 
dec is ions the bruta l i ty of ghetto l i v ing , the 
w a r f a r e character of public spending and 
many other instances which o re constitutive 
of the ant i-democrat ic character of U. S. 
society . 

M o r e o v e r , w e a r e in the midst of a funda
menta l change in the condit ions for the 
creat ion of a t ru ly human society . A m e r i c a 
is the first nation w h e r e the mechan ism of 
profit max imizat ion is no longer o precon
dition for economic growth . W h i l e this me
chan i sm controls the a l locat ion of economic 
resources within the pr i va te sector of the 
economy and between the pr i va te a n d the 
p u b l i c sector (determin ing f o r instance-
whether the insurance companies wi l l a g r e e 
to "go a long" with medica l core or whether 
the pr i va te rea l estate d e v e l o p e r s wi l l sup
port "housing" legis lat ion) , it is anachronis t ic 
because the nature and size of corporat ions 
in the monopoly sector of the economy per
mits growth to take place within the resources 
of the f i rm , based on technological a d v a n c e , 
and norma l investment ra the r than super
profits. In other words , w e o re on the brink 
of post-industrial society, w h e r e the need for 
scarcity has been rea l l y superceded and 
social needs o re unfulf i l led ent i re l y because 
of the existing sociol and polit ical power 
re lat ions . The ideology which enforces the 
who le sca le of economic a n d polit ical pr ior
it ies, helps to act as a rea l b a r r l e r t o human 
ful f i l lment . T h i s ideology , L ibera l i sm, is 
founded on the myth that the "free market 
economy* is r ea l l y the major gua ran tee of 
pe r sona l f r eedom and that social ownersh ip 
of society 's resources under popu la r (not 
total i tar ian) control is pern ic ious , but e v e n 
not n e e d e d because capi ta l i sm can take 
ca re of the poor, the sick, the a g e d . 

Thus the problem for the a c h i e v e m e n t 
of a society w h e r e man con be for himself 
ra ther than subject himself to the a l tar of 
profit a n d dominat ion , is strategic in na tu re . 
The p rob lem of changing the power re lat ions 
in A m e r i c a n society l ies ent i re ly in the 
educat ion of o constituency capab le ot see ing 
itself as the pre tenders to power . This edu-
cationol task must proceed f rom the base 
of (1) def ining c l ea r l y who p revent s us f rom 
making the good life (2) what kind of society 
wi l l r ea l l y be that democrat ic , plent i ful , hu
man life a n d (3) how a t ransformat ion in 
polit ical power wil l l ead to that society . 
Those w h o wi l l be the rea l s u r v e y o r s of this 
v i s ion con now only come f rom the people 
in S D S , in the ma in , because this is the 
one organizat ion sufficiently f r eed f rom the 
tradit ion (but, olos not the lessons) of the 
old to truly comprehend the changes which 
the U. S . political economy has undergone 
and suff iciently f lex ible to bui ld o move
ment which con act on this comprehens ion . 
REP represents o first beg inn ing of this 
effort . It is the form for the educat ion of the 
group which con f lesh out • perspect ive for 
0 democrat i c society which is at once bold 
a n d b e l i e v a b l e , u n h a m p e r e d by the v is ions 
of E u r o p e a n soc ia l i sms espec lo l ly thosewho 
face the prob lem of underdeve lopment . 

But S D S is not ab le , f rom a student base , 
to accompl ish a l l of the goals set forth he re . 
It is cer ta in ly among the lead ing actors 
within A m e r i c a n polit ical l ife which cha l lenge 
the p resent a r r a n g e m e n t s of power . But it 
has r ea l l y been mostly • protest , not on 
a l t e rna t i ve . 

W e need a m o v e m e n t which open ly pro
c la ims its intention to help bui ld an alter
nat ive to the corporate dominated old poli
tics - wh ich does not s imply soy "no" to the 
ma ins t ream of cold w a r l ibe ra l polit ics, but 
dedicates itself to acting as if the people 
it seeks to organ ize o r e r ea l l y ab l e to ru le , 
because it tr ies to unders tand the mecha
nisms of the present re lat ions of power as 
the foundation of its pol it ical p r o g r a m . 

The new movement should be o rgan ized 
among a l l groups w h o a r e interested in its 
pe r spec t i ve . It should hove chapters among 
faculty , among community g roups of middle 
c lass , workers and poor peop le . It should 
conduct a b road sca le educat ional p r o g r a m 
a long the l ines indicate h e r e (or other l ines) , 
became the substance of a new rad ica l poli
tics within many communi t ies , a n d part ic i
pate in moss struggles aga inst U. S . fore ign 
a n d domest ic pol ic ies wh i le of fer ing its own 
carefu l ly thought out p r o g r a m a s a n alter
na t i ve . 

communists in sds 
By J o h n M a h e r , Boston S D S . 

O n August 16 the House Commit tee on Un-
A m e r i c a n Act iv it ies began its third a n n u a l 
invest igat ion of the student left. C l e a r l y 
unity is r equ i red now in the face of the gov
e rnment ' s determinat ion to prosecute the 
w a r and those who oppose it. But the only 
basis for rea l unity on the left is under
standing, of the questions o v e r which we 
d i sagree as we l l as the asp i ra t ions and 
e n e m i e s we shore . Unfortunately the legacy 
of the 1950's tends to inhibit f rank a n d 
open discussions in the m o v e m e n t between 
Communis t s a n d non-Communists . These 
discussions must take p lace , h o w e v e r , for 
this understanding to be r e a l . W h i l e 1 can 
see no reason to be a l a r m e d by the Wash
ington S U M M E R C I R C U S , I a m dis turbed by 
the absence of discussion of the immed ia te 
issues ra i sed by the presence of C o m m u n 
ists in S D S . I a m conv inced that reso lv ing 
these issues in on o n e n w n v i i n n r f i r p -

quis i te for unity based on understanding 
a n d s u r v i v a l based on mutual trust. F i rst , 
as w e a l l know, Communi s t s and organ iza
tions with Communis t s in them ore usua l ly 
s ingled out for specia l attention dur ing the 
per iodic crack-downs on the A m e r i c a n left. 
Their p resense is often token as an indicat ion 
of s u b v e r s i v e act iv i ty , whether or not the 
Communis t s happen to be the most mil itant 
e lements in the m o v e m e n t in quest ion. If 
the political opin ions of the Communis t s o re 
r easonab l y representa t i ve of opinions in 
the m o v e m e n t as • who le , then the rest 
o re fe l low t r ave l l e r s , if not, then they o re 
of course dupes of the Communis t s , Se
condly , ideologica l predisposi t ion, g o v e r n 
ment prosecution a n d public persecut ion 
hove combined toencourage the Communis t 
Party to operate in a d iscreet and semi-
c landest ine w a y , portly to protect its own 
m e m b e r s and those with whom they work . 
In g e n e r a l this has meant that member sh ip 
is discussed outside the Party only with 
trusted people and or l ikely candidates for 
recrui tment . In contrast , the P rogress i ve 
Labor Party has tended to consciously en
courage ideolgical discussion by operat ing 
openly in organizat ions like S D S . A s a re
sult member s of PLP tend to be exposed more 
often than member s of the C P , but due to 
their g rea te r openess ttiis tends to come 
• s a much be la ted reve la t ion for their col
leagues on the outside. F ina l l y , both orga
nizations a r e g o v e r n e d by the pr inc ip les 
of democrat ic-centra l i sm. T h e r e is much 
which con and should be sa id about what 
these words con m e a n , token sepa ra te l y and 
together . G e r m a n e to this a n a l y s i s is the 
tact that Party disc ip l ine for the PLP means 
that a m e m b e r is obl iged to ca r r y out a l l 
the decis ions of the Party , wh i le in the C P 
a m e m b e r is not obl iged to ca r r y out a 
decis ion with which he d i sagrees , though 
Party d ic ip l ine wil l not permi t him to work 
aga inst It. Ne i the r organizat ion condones 
public crit icism of the Party l ine . 

Interna l contradict ions, as C h a i r m a n Moo 
so gracefu l ly put it, must be r e s o l v e d before 
externa l contradic l t lons can be ef fect ive ly 
deal t with . H e r e the internal contradict ion 
res ides in the tact that wh i le the SDS leader
ship is on the whole at e a s e with the C o m 
munist quest ion , knowing who the Party 
m e m b e r s a r e , and unders tand ing and ac
cepting the consequences of their p resense 
in the organizat ion , the g e n e r a l membersh ip 
is poor ly in formed a n d ili-ot-ease because of 
this. A n unfortunate situation is m a d e o i m o s t 
comic when one cos iders how unl ikely it 
is that m e m b e r s h i p in on organizat ion which 
meets , te lephones , recruits and is inf i l trated 
can keep the identity of oi l but a few of its 
m e m b e r s secret f rom the e v e r watchful F B I . 
W h i l e descret ion d o e s protect Par ty m e m 
ber s f rom painful confrontat ions with unun-
ders tand lng e m p l o y e r s , landlords , and 

A P R O P O S A L 

The nat ional convent ion offers a good op
portunity for those p r e p a r e d to bui ld the 
"movement" to meet In workshop sess ion 
to discuss the at tendant p rob lems and set 
fur ther meet ings , pe rhaps a nat ional con
fe rence in D e c e m b e r coincident with the 
not ional counci l meet ing . Hopefu l ly , a con
t inuat ions committee could e m e r g e to solicit 
position p a p e r s , d e v e l o p a p r o g r a m ond 
agendo for the conference and contactthose 
groups a n d ind iv idua ls not fo rma l l y con
nected with S D S (such as C I P A , cer ta in 
ant! w a r g roups , peace campa igns in some 
a r e a s ) for their opin ions a n d part ic ipat ion, 

S D S has b e e n in existence for six y e a r s . 

casua l acqua intances , it a lso means that 
a n S D S m e m b e r is unl ikely to know aboutthe 
other aff i l iat ions of his brothers in struggle , 
unless he has the conf idence of a Party 
m e m b e r , or unless he happens to know who 
hos been recruit ing whom late ly . Thus know
ledge of Party m e m b e r s h i p has become an 
instrument which the g o v e r n m e n t can use 
to try to split the m o v e m e n t at a t ime w h e n 
it sees fit. N o w is the t ime for S D S to take 
If ie in i t iat ive a n d lay the foundat ions for 
G unity which c o n n o t b e s o e a s i l y th rea tened . 

(1) The N C should request SDS member s 
under the disc ipl ine of another organizat ion 
to make that fact known to the people with 
whom they work. PLP has a l r e a d y done this 
in l a rge m e a s u r e , a s h a v e some member s 
of the C P . Unfortunate ly this process is by 
no means complete . Some m e m b e r s of S D S 
who a r e not in the C P wi l l be surpr i sed and 
hurt when they l ea rn of the otheraf f i l ia t ions 
of their co l l eagues . Some party m e m b e r s , 
I b e l i e v e , h o r b o r g r o v e misg iv ings about the 
w i l l ingness of non-Communists to defend 
ttieir r ights when the heat is on . The t ime 
to d e a l with this is before the crack-down, 
not a f te rwords . Such f rankness wi l l impose 
hardsh ip on those Party m e m b e r s who fea r 
exposure , often because they hove seen Us 
effects on their own fami l i e s . O n the other 
hand It is foolish and e v e n dange rous to 
act as if the crack-down is not inev i tab le . 
W h i l e f rankness m a y hasten the day , their 
safety and e v e r y o n e ' s depends on a unif ied 
a n d fighting movement . 

(2) Select ion of a n y o n e tof i l l a respons ib le 
posit ion In S D S should be p receded by a 
thorough discussion of the candidates ' poli
tics, w h a t e v e r that politics might happen lo 
be , whether or not they be long to another 
organ iza t ion . These discussions should take 
place openly In respons ib le bodies , not in 
l eader sh ip caucuses or within the conf ines 
of on admin i s t ra t i ve commit tee . When a can
didate is under the disc ipl ine of another or
ganizat ion e v e r y effort should be made 
to ascer ta in how that organizat ion 's l ine 
might effect his execution of S D S pol icy. 
Inf i l trat ion a n d takeover o re r e a l , if un
just i f ied, f ea r s he ld by a number of S D S 
m e m b e r s ; others oct as if a person 's politics 
is i r r e l e v a n t to c a r r y i n g out a respons ib le 
task. O n l y by confronting the issues in a 
concrete w a y can these misconceptions be 
r e m o v e d . 

(3) These Issues should be discussed thor
oughly at the coming convent ion , as we l l 
as the more substant ive ideologica l ques
tions which o re r e l e v e n t to the presence of 
Communis ts in S D S . In the absense of a 
consensus at the convent ion I fee l that there 
should be a member sh ip r e fe rendum to de
cide whether S D S should r e m a i n open to 
Comiun is ts . 

In my opinion to exc lude people because 
of their b e l i e f s , w h a t e v e r i the i rbe l i e f s , wou ld 
be to destroy thepr inc ip leso f thedemocrot ic 
policy w e hope to bu i ld in our own organ i
zation a n d br ing to the rest of society . To 
exc lude p e o p l e b e c o u s e o f t h e i r b e l i e f s w o u l d 
be to cut-off the d ia logue to which each of 
us should contribute a n d f rom which we a l l 
must l e a r n . Toexc lude Communi s t s f rom S D S 
wou ld a l so be to forefeit the future contri
butions of some of our most ab l e and loya l 
m e m b e r s . F ina l l y t think that we must a l l 
r ea l i ze that the only w a y to appease the 
g o v e r n m e n t is to become Ineffect ive , to 
bet ray o u r s e l v e s . It is for this reason a b o v e 
a l l that a purge of Communis t s wou ld make 
S D S safe f rom g o v e r n m e n t attack. Be l i ev ing 
a l l this I must b e l i e v e a lso that the debate 
as to whether or not we r e m a i n open must 
take p lace , if for no other reason than to 
g i v e those who wou ld choose safety through 
sec recy or exc lus ion the opportunity to go 
e l s e w h e r e . 

It has seen s e v e r a l g raduat ing c lasses pass 
through the orgonizat ion a l r e a d y without 
deve lop ing a fo rm to keep them int imately 
re la ted to its goa l s and act iv i t ies . Thus, 
many hove dri fted into l ibera l peace , c iv i l 
r ights and politicol g roups or lost contact 
with the radica l communi ty and rodica l acti
v i ty s ince they re jected the old left groups 
a n d could not env i s ion themse l ve s as part 
of the l ibe ra l s . O t h e r s hove jobs with va r ious 
estab l i shment agenc ies , both in and out of 
g o v e r n m e n t such a s t rade unions , l ibera l 
mogozines , pover ty p rog rams and others . 

A reg roupment is abso lute ly poss ible es
pec ia l l y In v i e w of the growing a w a r e n e s s 
by adults of a l l bockrounds that the t ime 
m a y be at hand to bui ld a new radica l 
m o v e m e n t in A m e r i c a . 



Some NIC Nominations Convention Pmposa 
The history of the f a i l u res of pol it ical 

"movements" shows tha t the scope or r a n g e 
of most movements begins at one l e v e l a n d 
doesn't b r o a d e n . The history of the N e w 
Left is bas ica l ly one of change brought in 
Theorit ical Economics and Politics. These 
changes h a v e been c a r r i e d out by wr i t ing 
about the theor ies and "Organ iz ing" a r o u n d 
them. O n a pract ica l and intel lectual p la in 
w e hove worked with the s logan LET THE 
P E O P L E D E C I D E . But there is a spir it in
herent In that s logan to which w e h a v e 
not d i rected enough attent ion. 

I cannot speak for pa inters , mus ic ians , or 
crit ics In these two ar ts . But as a wr i ter I 
sense a direct ion for man a s the root of 
the N e w Left. It s eems to me that a parti
c ipatory society Is essent ia l l y e xpans i ve , 
moking each ind iv idua l r each for his re
lat ion within the ent i re u n i v e r s e . This spir it 
is not n a i v e . It accepts the te r ro r of seek ing 
and w a r . It fee ls the pain of a n ind iv idua l 
who knows that he must c reate the wor ld 
in wh ich he l i ves , y e t does that creat ing 
inside the pr ison of the wor ld a s it has 
a l r e a d y been c rea ted . 

Someth ing like the v i s ion just out l ined 
lurks In the s i lences which keep the N e w 
Left community d i v i d e d . A few of us h e r e 
in Iowa City fee l that the commitment of 
our wr i t ing is to d i scover and art icu late 
these part icu lar s i lences . We imag ine there 
a r e others like us. We h a v e communicated 
with a few such people in India a n d A f r i c a . 
We would l i ke tosugges f tha t theSDSna t iona l 
convent ion cons ider the fo l lowing proposa ls 
a s G means of g i v ing vo ice to the inner 
force which wi l l keep the dynamic of the 
N e w Left g rowing in society. 

1 . That the new Left Notes , a s t h e informo
tion o rgan of what Nat iona l m o v e m e n t w e 
h a v e , co r r y a l i terary-art ist ic page once each 
month. (The presence of a number of r evo
lut ionary wr i te rs and crit ics, both A m e r i c a n 
a n d fo re ign , in the Iowa Wri ter 's Workshop, 
moke Iowa City on idea l place for the edit
ing of such a page . ) 

2 . That on editor lo l pol icy be d rown up 
a n d submitted to a vote of the Nat iona l 
membersh ip . This policy could a l so be used 

for expanded l i te ra ry a n d art ist ic publ ica
tions i ssued by the N e w Left P resses . 

3 . That the S D S cal l a nat ional convent ion 
of art ists f rom al l f ie lds . The purposes wou ld 
be to estn'-'liBh f r i e n d l y c o m m u n i c o t i o n s o n a 
non-com;, i t ive p la in among young art ists , 
ond to discuss the poss ible format ion of a 
Nat iona l N e w Left Art ists gu i ld . The pro
posal for such a gu i ld should be presented 
to the Nat iona l S D S and voted upon by the 
art ists i n v o l v e d . 

4. That the S D S organ ize • Nat iona l t r ave l 
ing theater for the presentat ion of p l a y s o n d 
sketches r e l evan t to N e w Left thinking. Such 
organizat ion should take place through the 
Na t iona l . Schedul ing and money should be 
hand led by the reg ion in which the p l aye r s 
a r e work ing . 

5 . Tha t the S D S s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e t h e c o m -
position of N e w Left folk songs and other 
music wh ich reflects the d r i v e of a people 
work ing to bui ld a part ic ipatory society . The 
N e w Left Presses should print such music . 

6. That the S D S should encourage Ar t 
Cr i t ics and A r t Histor ians to publ ish a n a 
lyses of the themes , ana log ies , myths , etc. 
which abound In contempora ry a r t . This en
d e a v o r wou ld be comparab le to power-sturc-
ture ana l y s i s for other soc ia l s i tuat ions. The 
art ist ic es tab l i shment should be exposed . 

7 . That the S D S and S N C C should dis
cuss the possibi l i ty of consol idat ing the sche
dul ing a n d n a m e of the N e w Left P res ses . 
In this m a n n e r the operat ions of the press 
could be expanded to the publ ish ing of smal l 
books in many f ie lds . A pr ice a n d content 
list could be mode up and sent to book 
stores in the cities and un ivers i t ies of the 
Notion (end ab road ) . A discount pr ice would 
h a v e to be worked out. But such on ex
pans ion should pay for the operat ion of the 
presses , and br ing needed funds tothe move
ment . 

It is the convict ion of some of us that a 
polit ical m o v e m e n t must be able to sustain 
itself for a n u m b e r of y e a r s if it is to moke 
signif icant changes in the society . This is 
pe rhaps the d r i v i ng reason why each indi
v idua l within the N e w Left should cons ider , 
a n d support in some fash ion , the use of the 
ta lent wh ich w e h a v e stated a b o v e . 

r e f e r e n d u m d e m o c r a c y : 
If S D S wants to let the people decide then 

forget representa t i ve democracy and try 
re fe rendum democracy . Let e v e r y b o d y who 
wants others to cooperate with him on some 
ven tu re def ine It in wr i t ing and send the 
def init ion to N e w Left Notes. Let N e w Left 
Notes t h e n publish the proposa l of the 
wished-to-be-common goa l . Then let any
body Interested s e n d In a vote on the 
p roposa l . A s ignif icant vote of y e a puts 
the proposal into the SDS constitution or 
platform or h o w e v e r it should be ca l l ed . 
A signif icant major i ty vote of noy takes the 
proposa l off the list of proposa ls upfor gene
ra l vote . 

By signif icant i m e a n the statistical m e a s u r e 
of s ignif icant probabi l i ty that the total mem
bersh ip wou ld vote a major i ty in the s a m e 
direct ion if it hod a l l vo ted . The m e a s u r e 
is based on the proport ion of y a e or nay 
votes , the total number of potential votes 
(or S D S members ) and the assumption that 
the votes r ece i ved a r e a r andom samp le of 
the total potential votes . If S D S staffers get 
t i red of counting votes let the voters use 
mark-sense IBM ca rds and count them on a 
computer (or sorter , since It wou ld be much 
c h e a p e r ) . Let vote rs change the i r mind if 
they w ish and recast their vote . Compute r s 
can eas i l y keep the records necessa ry to 
make this poss ible . If foo m a n y proposals 
a r e r ece i ved fhen set a quota and then use 
representa t i ve democracy , in the form of 
r andomly selected jur ies of voters , to se lect 
the best p roposa l s f rom those submitted. 
That is, publ ish only the number of pro
posals per issue of N e w L e f t N o t e s permitted 
by the quota , a n d publish those rece i v ing 
the highest percentoge of y a e ' s in their pre
l im ina ry votes . And as for the quest ion of 
whe the r • random samp le of vo te r s wou ld 
include a high enough ca l ib re of representa
t ives . . . w e l l , e i ther y o u ' r e want ing demo
cracy or you ' r e not, a n d a "highly qual i f ied" 
representa t i ve is j u s t o n o t h e r p o w e r h u n g r y , 
g lad-handing , l y ing put-down art ist . That is , 
un less SDS wants to requ i re a m in imum 

IQ of otherwise r andomly se lected repre
sentat ives . A n d if S D S keeps bui ld ing up 
its h ie ra rch ica l organ izat iona l structure of 

staff and rep resen ta t i ves the w a y its been 
doing, it's go ing to end up b e i n g another 
bureaucra t i c , au thor i t a r i an , react ionary 
bunch of cyn i ca l , pompous , fuddy-duddies 
just like e v e r y other organizat ion that has 
grown lo a n y size and used the t radi t ional 
"democratic" organ izat iona l structure. And 
don't let the " Inhumanity" of computers , sort
ers , n u m b e r s (proposals should be num
bered to moke voting a n d publ ish ing of 
vot ing results eas ie r ) and statistics p reven t 
the rea l izat ion that such methods o re in
d i spensab le for the difficult task of g e n e r a 
ting common goals that w e o l l k n o w a r e com
mon, a n d that we a l l know we our se l ves 
c reated and we ren ' t just induced in us by 
mass med io . 

The togetherness of a convent ion hal l full 
of posing a n d j abber ing rep resen ta t i ves is 
• I I v e r y n ice , and induces in one tear fu l ly 
sent imenta l fantasy-remin iscence a b o u t t h e 
or ig ins of democracy (in this country) in our 
f ront ier town-meeting ha l l s , but sufficiently 
rea l manifestat ion of common goals of mi l l
ions or e v e n of m e r e l y hundreds of people 
fakes new techniques . A n d it takes i nhuman 
techniques like continual countings of many , 
many votes on m a n y , many i ssues . The 
reason why organizat ions like S D S a r i se in 
the first p lace is that the old techniques 
of coopera t i ve decis ion making d o n ' t w o r k i n 
the o lder organizat ions . So why perpetuate 
the v i c ious cyc le . It n e v e r gets a n y w h e r e ex
cept c loser to moss exterminat ion on to 
m o r e subtle and effect ive fasc i sm. 

Let S D S keep its pe r sona l part ic ipatory 
democracy at the g ra s s roots, but lets not 
t r y to make it work for mi l l ions at once. 
Mi l l ions s imp ly can' t interact on a persona l 
basts except in the fantas ies uti l ized by 
demogogues , etc. , to man ipu la te and dis
enf ranch ise the mi l l ions . 

How the hel l can a representa t i ve e v e n 
know what his constituents think? The few 

by Paul Booth | s | , c . at-Large 
There is a need for re juvenat ion o f t h e 

Nat iona l Counc i l . At the 1963 convent ion , 
the not ional off icers w e r e e lected kind of 
OS honori f ic s ymbo l s of mer i to r ius s e r v i c e . 
The o v e r a g e age m a y h a v e been 2 7 ; on ly 
one underg radua te (Nick Eg leson f rom 
Swar thmore ) w a s e lec ted . 

Dur ing the y e a r , the Na t iona l Inter im 
Commi t tee (those N C m e m b e r s e lected at 
l a r g e at the convent ion) funct ioned poor ly . 
Its in te r im decis ion-maldng function w a s as
sumed at t imes by the Na t iona l Admin i s t r a 
t ive Commi t tee , the Nat iona l Counc i l by ma i l 
bal lot , the Not ional Sec re ta ry by In formal 
consultat ion, or by drift. In o rde r that this 
situation not pers ist , w e must turn ser ious 
attention to the ca l iber of representa t ion on 
the N . I . C . 

F ina l l y , w e should recognize the existence 
of a w h o l e new l eade r sh ip s t ratum, fu l ly 
capab le of rep lac ing the "old e l i te" who a r e 
now on the N I C . This stratum is v e r y d e e p 
in S D S , and has ga ined self-confidence 
through its i n v o l v e m e n t i n bui ld ing reg iona l 
off ices, and in lead ing protest aga ins t the 
dra f t . 

The fo l lowing o r e my nominat ions , a l l of 
w h o m hove at least one y e o r ' s e x p e r i e n c e i n 
some leadersh ip role in local or reg iona l 
S D S . G e n e r a l l y these o r e peop le whofound-
ed or led their chapter . J a n e A d a m s : South
e rn I l l inois chapter , Mississ ippi S N C C staff, 
nat ional S D S staff, Iowa reg iona l t r a v e l l e r , 
cu r rent Nat iona l S e c r e t a r y . 

Mike A n s o r a , Harvard-Rodcl i f fe S D S , 
reg iona l fundra i se r , Boston E R A P project , 
campa ign m a n a g e r A d a m s for S e n a t e . 

John Bancroft : S w a r t h m o r e S D S , Ches te r 
movement , editor E R A P Newsletter. 

Tom B e l l : Buffa lo S D S , C o r n e l l S D S , w i l l 
be reg iona l sec re ta ry N i a g a r a region this 
f a l l . 

Jud i Be rns te in : Horpur Co l l ege S D S , 
J O I N staff. 

N o r m Berzon ; Rutgers S D S , N e w J e r s e y 
end the w a r movement , 

B a r r y B lues tone : V O I C E (Michigan) , 
founder U-M Student E m p l o y e e s Union , Rad
ical Educat ion Project d i rector this s u m m e r . 

Deno d a m a g e : notional office V ie t N a m 
staff, W a y n e S D S , Detroi t Commi t tee to End 
the War staff. 

C a r l D a v i d s o n : Penn State , then U. Ne
braska S D S , l eader G r e a t P la ins Reg ion . 

Mike D a v i s : o rgan i ze r C h a s e Manhat tan 
South Af r i ca demonst ra t ion , O a k l a n d E R A P 
project , d i rector Los Ange le s reg iona l off ice. 

Peter Dawidowicz : Johns Hopkins S D S , 
Ba l t imore E R A P whi tes project . 

Nick Eg le son : S w a r t h m o r e , C h e s t e r im
p r o v e m e n t , Ph i l ade lph ia E R A P project . N a 
tional Counc i l m e m b e r 65-66 . 

M e l v o Foger : Nor thwes te rn , t rans fer to 
Ant ioch . 

J o h n Fuerst : C o l u m b i a , N e w Yo rk office 
di rect ion this s u m m e r . 

Nanc i G i t l i n : V O I C E , J O I N staff. 
S t eve G o l d s m i t h : U. of Ch i cago , J O I N . 
Bob Got t l i eb , C C N Y , o r g a n i z e r d r a f t p r o -

test, C h e l s e a C I P A . 
Peter Hen ig ; Toledo S D S , f o r m e r l y E a r l -

h a m , a t tended Port H u r o n . 
Mike J a m e s : Be rke l ey S D S , F S M 

G r a d u a t e Coord ina t ing Commi t tee , Oak
land E R A P , cur rent ly J O I N staff. 

S t eve K ind red : U. of Ch i cago , orgoni-
ze r draft protest . 

Jack Kittredge: upper midwest t r a v e l l e r 
S D S and Nat iona l Student Chr i s t i an Feder
ation 1965-1967 , Ca r l e ton C o l l e g e , J O I N 
staff. 

Pau l Le B l a n c Pittsburgh S D S , nat ional 
office fundra i se r . 

Walt L i ve l y : Ba l t imore U- JO IN staff cur
rent ly . 

Mike Locker: REP staff, p r e v i o u s l y E a r l -
hom Political Issues Commi t tee , V O I C E , at
tended 1961 S D S reorgan izat ion meet ing . 

John M a h e r : MIT, f o r m e r H a r v a r d , rep
resented SDS ' at some notional meet ings , 
C a m b r i d g e C I P A organ iz ing g roup . 

S a r a h M u r p h y : N e w York reg iona l di
rector 65-66 , return ing to U. of Ch i cago , 
ac t i ve s ince 1 9 6 1 . 

Pau l M i l l m a n : Ant ioch , J O I N staff 1964 , 
N e w York reg iona l staff 1965-66 . 

Walt O l s o n : Ant ioch , C l e v e l a n d East S ide 
project 1965 , o rgan i ze r spr ing N C meet ing . 

J i m Russe l l : O k l a h o m a chapter , nat ional 
office staff 1965 , first N e w Left Notes editor . 

Rick Sa l te r : Buffa lo , upstate N e w York 
t r a v e l l e r . 

Mike S h a r o n : Be rke ley S D S , staff The 
Movement Ca l i fo rn ia S N C C newspape r , 
F r e e d o m House S a n Franc isco communi ty 
drgon izer . 

Bob Speck: Texas chapter . Ass istant N a 
t ional Sec re to ry , N e w Left Notes editor , 
cur rent ly South S ide Ch i cago chapter . 

S t e v e W e i s s m a n : Be rke ley S D S , F S M steer
ing Commi t tee , l e ade r F S M G r a d u a t e Co
ordinat ing Commi t tee , campus t r a v e l l e r 
South, REP staff, editor The New Left Pap
ers. 

Peter Webbe : W a y n e S D S , Detroit C o m 
mittee to End the War . 

Leni Z e i g e r : Berke ley S D S , nat ional 
E R A P staff 1965 , J O I N 1 9 6 5 , cur rent ly C l e v e - ' 
land West S ide project . 

a p r o p o s a l 
polls that a r e done these d a y s a r e a pitiful 
m e a s u r e mostly of the pol ls ters ' b ias a n d of 
manipu lat ion by mass m e d i c . Not that re
presentat ive a l w a y s soys he knows what the 
people want because he 's one of them . . . 
like LB J . it's more l ikely to work the other 
way a round . . . the people a r e like LBJ . 

The actual va r i e t y of issues and opin ions 
is so g rea t that w e ' d n e e d thousands of re
presenta t i ves just to h a v e one for each of 
their more f requent combinat ions . W h a t w e 
h a v e instead is a ra l l y ing of our " repre
sentat ives" a r o u n d their own p r i va te com
mon n e e d to e v a d e the r e a l i ssues that they 
h a v e no w a y of e i the r knowing or represent
ing or reconci l ing into ef fect ive cooperat ion 
and g o v e r n m e n t . The d r a m a Is g r e a t fun for 
the representa t i ves . . . it's the honey that 
d r a w s the representa t i ve kind of f ly . 

How about S D S representa t i ves? They ' r e 
in 0 f lush of s incer ity now, but wait till 
this month's s logans fade and they h a v e o n l y 
their importance to hong on to. It a l w a y s 
happens . The taste for a bit of power and 
g lo ry is a l w a y s a c q u i r e d . That's w h y It's 
so important to take a v o w of vo lun ta ry 
pover ty a n d re l a t i ve l y self less ha rd labor 
so as to r e m o v e f rom oneself the seductions 
of the establ i shment . The o rgan i ze r s of S D S 
chapters a n d projects j u s tge t the i r sonc tua ry 
set up for the i r attempt at socal sanity w h e n 
a long comes the bit of es tab l i shment that's 
in a l l of us say ing "look m a n , what y o u ' v e 
done is g r e a t and noble a n d so now we ' l l 
g ive you a g rade 'A ' and a pedestal so you 
can be taken ove r by that bit of pr ide that's 
been in y o u a l l a long and s ta r t fee l ing better 
than other peop le . Y o u knew y o u w e r e some
thing specia l a l l a long a n d obv ious ly that's 
why you d i d a l l t h i s i n t h e f l r s t p l o c e a n d now 
it's you r duty to be a l e a d e r and stand up 
there and he lp the estab l i shment make the 
masses f e e l l i k e t h e insignif icant , i nadequate , 

dependent shmucks tha ta l l us daddy- leader s 
truly know they a re . " A n d so now oi l S D S 
people con start s c rambl ing up an S D S lad
de r a s w e l l , working ha rd to col lect the n e w 
set of kudus and credent ia l s of super ior i ty 
like pres idenc ies of social ist part ies , reg iona l 
d i rectorsh ips , Look at M e I'm a Radica l Move
ment , editor S u p e r N e w F o r Left, etc. 

A n d e v e n if S D S rep resen ta t i ves h a v e the 
guts to keep such nonsense at a m in imum 
they ' l l stil l be a fut i le p h e n o m e n a if they 
don't so lve the p rob lem o f w h a t t o r e p r e s e n t . 
It's not the representat ion that's so import
ant, o r e v e n the def init ion of the common 
goals that people h a v e and that should be 
rep resen ted . It's the genera t ion of the goals 
in the masses t h e m s e l v e s that is so im
portant . It's how to get hundreds (in S D S ) 
or mi l l ions (in the US) oi l thinking a b o u t t h e 
s a m e prob lems and using a common lan-
guoge In on interact ion that resul ts in them 
al l together e v o l v i n g a genu ine understond-
ing of what the score is a n d what to do about 
it. Acon t lnua l r e f e r e n d u m , w i thacon t i nua l l y 
publ ished up-to-date list of common and 
proposed goa l s to p rov ide a construct ive 
focus for the re fe rendum-debate , might med
iate the necessa ry moss d i a logue . 

A n d m a y b e SDS is just o sma l l jo l ly c lub 
of do-gooders now but it could start or set a 
precedent for a re-structuring of democrat ic 
dec is ion making that could moke g o v e r n m e n t 
by a n d for the peop le • r e a l possibi l i ty . The 
group fun a n d exerc i ses in se l f lessness and 
eor th iness in S D S could go on just the some 
on the local scenes but if S D S i sgo ing . to try 
to do something worth-whi le with its newly 
acqu i red numeros l ty (and dangerous self-
importance that goes with it) let it go for 
broke a n d lay a foundat ion stone that might 
r e a l l y s e r v e as a fu lc rum to l e v e r down the 
old o r d e r that's founded so w r o n g . 

— Bob Rogers 



I a p p e a l to y o u , cit izens of A m e r i c a , a s a person concerned with l iberty a n d socia l 
just ice. M a n y of y o u wi l l fee l that your country hos s e r v e d these idea l s a n d , i ndeed , the 
Uni ted States possesses a revo lu t iona ry t rad i t ionwhich , In its o r ig ins , w a s true to the strug
gle for h u m a n l iberty and for sociol equa l i t y . It is this tradit ion which has been t raduced 
by the few w h o ru le the U. S . today . M a n y of you m a y not be ful ly a w a r e *he extent 
to which you r country is contro l led by industr ia l ists who depend for ths,k >̂n«>.'t'r port ly 
upon economic holdings in oi l parts of the w o r l d . The U. S. today controls o v t i 60% of the 
wor ld ' s na tura l resources , a l though It contains only 6% of the wor ld 's populat ion . The 
m i n e r a l s and produce of vas t a r e a s of the planet o re possessed by a handful of m e n . I 
ask y o u to cons ider the words of y o u r own leoders , w h o somet imes r e v e a l the exploitat ion 
they h a v e pract iced . 

The N e w Y o r k T i m e s o f F e b . 1 2 , 1 9 5 0 , sa id : " Indo-China is a pr ize worth a la rge g a m b l e . 
In the North a r e expor tab le t in. tungsten, m a n a a n e s e , coa l , l umber and r ice ; rubber , tea , 
peppe r a n d h ides . E v e n be fore W o r l d W a r I I , Indo-China y i e l d e d d i v idends est imated at< 
$300 mi l l ion pe r yeor . " 

O n e y e a r la ter , a n a d v i s e r to the U. S . State Depar tment sa id the fo l lowing : "We h a v e 
on ly par t ia l l y exploited Southeast As i a ' s resources . N e v e r t h e l e s s , Southeast A s i a suppl ied 
90% of the wor ld ' s c rude rubber , 60% of its tin a n d 80% of its copra and coconut o i l . it has 
s i zab le quant i t ies of sugar , t ea , coffee, tobacco, s i sa l , fruits , spices , natura l res ins and 
g u m s , pe t ro leum, i ron , oil a n d bauxite." 

A n d in 1953 , wh i l e the F rench w e r e stil l In V i e tnam fighting with A m e r i c a n backing, 
Pres ident E i senhower stated: "Now let us a s sume we lost Indo-China . If Indo-China goes , 
the tin and tungsten w e so g rea t l y v a l u e wou ld cease coming . W e ore af ter the cheapest 
w a y to p reven t the occurrence of something t e r r i b l e - the loss of our abi l i ty to get what we 
wont f rom the r iches of the Indo-Chinese ter r i tory and f rom Southeast A s i a . " 
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This makes c l ea r that the w a r in V i e t n a m is a w a r l ike that woged by the G e r m a n s In 
Eas te rn E u r o p e . It is • w a r des igned to protect the cont inued control o v e r the wea l th of 
the reg ion by A m e r i c a n capita l ists . W h e n w e cons ider that the fantast ic sums of m o n e y 
spent on a r m a m e n t a r e Gwarded incon t r ac t s to the industr ies on whose boards of d i rectors 
sit the g e n e r a l s w h o d e m a n d the weapons , w e con see that the mi l i ta ry and la rge industry 
h o v e fo rmed a n inter locking a l l i ance for their own profit . 

The truth is that the V i e t n a m e s e popu la r res is tance is just like the A m e r i c a n r evo lu 
t ionary res is tance to the Br i t i sh , w h o contro l led the economic a n d polit ical life of the 
A m e r i c a n colonies in the 18th C e n t u r y . V i e t n a m e s e res istance is like the res is tance of the 
F rench Marqu i s , the Yugos lav par t i sans and the gue r r i l l a s of N o r w a y a n d D e n m a r k to the 
Naz i occupation. That Is w h y a sma l l peasant people is ab l e to hold down a vas t a r m y of 
the most power fu l industr ia l nat ion on ea r th . 

I appeo l to you to cons ider w h a t has been done to the people of V i e t n a m by the U, S . 
g o v e r n m e n t . C o n you , in you r hear t s , justify the use of poison chemica l s ond gas , the 
saturat ion bombing of the ent i re country with je l l y-gaso l ine and phosphorus? A l though the 
A m e r i c a n p res s l ies about this, the documentary e v i d e n c e concern ing the nature of these 
g a s e s a n d chemica l s is o v e r w h e l m i n g . They a r e p o t s o n o u s a n d they o r e fa ta l . N a p a l m a n d 
phosphorus burn until the v ict im is reduced t o o bubbl ing moss . The U. S . has a l so used 
w e a p o n s l ike the Lazy Dog , which is a bomb contain ing 10 ,000 s l i ve r s of razor-sharp s tee l . 
The razor darts sl ice to r ibbons the v i l l a g e r s upon w h o m these w e a p o n s of s h e e r e v i l a r e 
constantly u sed . In one p rov ince of Nor th V i e t n a m , the most dense l y populated , 100 
mi l l ion s l i ve r s of razor s h a r p stee l hove fa l len in a pe r iod of 13 months . 

It is e v e n m o r e r e v e a l i n g a n d ter r ib le that more V i e t n a m e s e d ied dur ing the re ign of 
D i e m , f rom 1 9 5 4 to 1960 , than s ince 1960 , w h e n the V i e t n a m e s e par t i sans took up a r m e d 
res is tance to the A m e r i c a n occupation In the South . W h a t d ie pape r s h a v e ca l l ed the 
"Vietcong" is , In fact, a brood a l l i ance , l ike the |>opular fronts of Eu rope , inc luding a l l 
polit ical v i e w s rang ing f rom Cathol ics to Communis t s . The Nat iona l L iberat ion Front has 
the most a r d e n t support of the people a n d on ly the wi l l fu l ly b l ind wi l l foil to see this. Do 
you know that 8 mi l l ion V i e t n a m e s e w e r e p laced in in ternment c a m p s under condit ions of 
forced labor , with ba rbed w i r e a n d a r m e d potro ls?Do y o u know thot this w a s done on the 
direct ion of the U. S . G o v e r n m e n t , and that torture and bruta l m u r d e r w e r e a cont inuous 
fea tu re of life in these camps? A r e you a w a r e that the gases a n d chemica l s which h a v e 
b e a n used for f i ve y e a r s in V i e t n a m b l ind , p a r a l y z e , asph ix ia te , cause convu ls ions a n d 
resu l t in u n b e a r a b l e death? Try to imag ine what it wou ld m e a n if a n y e n e m y w e r e bomb
ing the U. S . and occupied it for 12 y e a r s . How wou ld y o u f ee l if a fore ign power had 
saturated N e w York , Ch i cago , Los A n g e l e s , St . Louis, Son F ranc i sco a n d M i a m i with je l iy-
gosol ine , phosphorous and Lazy Dogs? W h a t wou ld y o u do if on occupy ing a r m y used 
these toxic gases a n d chemica l s in e v e r y town a n d hamle t they en te red? C a n y o u r e a l l y 
think that the A m e r i c a n peop le wou ld we l come so s a v a g e an aggres so r ? The f a d is that 
e v e r y w h e r e in the wor ld peop le h a v e come to see the men who control the U. S . g o v e r n 
ment as brutal bu l l ies , o d i n g i n t h e i r o w n e c o n o m i c interests a n d exterminat ing any peop le 
f coo lhordy enough to struggle aga inst this naked exploitat ion a n d aggres s ion . 

When the U.S. began its w a r aga inst the V i e t n a m e s e , af ter h a v i n g pa id for a l l of the 
F rench w a r aga inst the some peop le , the U.S. Defense Depar tment o w n e d p roper ty v a l u e d 
at $160 bi l l ion . This vo lue has s ince doub led . The U.S. De fense Depor tment is the wor ld ' s 
la rgest organizat ion , owning 3 2 mi l l ion ac res in the U.S. a n d mi l l ions m o r e in fore ign 
countr ies . By now, m o r e than 7 5 cents out of e v e r y hundred a r e spent on present w a r s 
a n d p repara t ion for future w a r . B i l l ions of do l la r s a r e p laced in the pockets of the U.S . 
mi l i t a ry , the reby g i v ing the Pentagon economic power affecting e v e r y facet of A m e r i c a n 
l i fe . Mi l i ta ry assets in the U.S. a r e three l imes as g r e a t a s the combined assets of U.S. 
S tee l , Metropol i tan Life Insu rance , A m e r i c a n Te lephone & Te leg raph , G e n e r a l Motors a n d 
S tanda rd O i l . The De fense Depar tment e m p l o y s three t imes the n u m b e r of peop le work ing 
in a l l these g rea t wor ld corporat ions . The bi l l ions of do l l a r s in mi l i ta ry controds a r e pro
v i d e d by the Pentagon a n d fu l f i l led by lorge industry . By I 9 6 0 , $21 bi l l ion w e r e spent 
on mi l i ta ry goods . Of this colossa l s u m , $7 1/2 bi l l ion w e r e d i v ided amongst ten corpora
tions a n d f ive corporat ions r e c e i v e d n e a r l y $1 bi l l ion e a c h . 
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I Gsk you to cons ider ca re fu l l y that in the execut ive offices of these some corporat ions 
there a re 1,400 a r m y off icers , including 261 g e n e r a l s a n d off icers of f log rank . G e n e r a l 
Dynamic s has 187 off icers , 2 7 g e n e r a l s a n d admi ra l s a n d the f o r m e r S e c r e t a r y of the 
A r m y on its p a y r o l l . This is a ru l ing caste , which s tays In power no matter w h o is e lected 
to nomino l publ ic off ice, a n d e v e r y Pres ident f inds h imsel f ob l iged to s e r v e the interests 
of this a l l -powerfu l g roup . Thus, A m e r i c a n democracy has b e e n empt ied of life a n d mean
ing because the people cannot r e m o v e the r e a l men w h o ru le them. 

It is this concentrat ion of power which mokes it necessa ry for the Pentagon a n d big in
dustry to continue the a r m s race for its own soke. The sub-contracts they a w a r d to s m a l l e r 
industr ies a n d w a r contractors i n v o l v e e v e r y A m e r i c a n city, a n d thus offect the jobs of 
mi l l ions of peop le . Four mi l l ion work for t h e D e f e n s e Depar tment . Its p a y r o l l is $12 b i l l ion , 
twice that of the U. S . automobi le industry . A fur ther 4 mi l l ion work d i rect ly in a r m s indus
t r ies . In m a n y cit ies mi l i ta ry product ion accounts for a s much as 80% of oi l manufactur ing 
jobs . O v e r 50% of the gross not ional product ot the U.S. is devo ted to mi l i tary spend ing . 
This va s t mi l i tary system cove r s the wor ld with o v e r 3 , 000 mi l i ta ry bases , for the s imple 
purpose of protecting the s a m e e m p i r e which w a s descr ibed so c l ea r l y in the statements 
of Pres ident E i senhower , the State Depar tment adv i se r a n d the N e w York T imes which I 
ment ioned e a r l i e r . F rom V i e t n a m to the Domin ican Republ ic , f rom the Midd le East to the 
Congo , the economic interests of a few big corporat ions l inked to the orms industry a n d 
the mi l i tary itself de te rmine what happens to A m e r i c a n l i ves . It is on their o r d e r s that 
the U.S. i nvades and oppresses s ta rv ing a n d help less peop le . 
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Yet , despite the i m m e n s e wea l th of the U.S. , despi te the fact that with only 6% of the 
wor ld ' s p e o p l q a p p r o a c h i n g t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e w o r l d ' s r e s o u r c e s ore in its possess ion , despite 
the control o v e r t h e w o r l d ' s o i l , c o b a l t , t u n g s t e n , i r o n o r e , rubber a n d other v i ta l resources , 
despite the vas t bi l l ions of profits that a r e ga ined by a few A m e r i c a n corporat ions at the 
cost of moss s ta rvat ion a m o n g the peoples of the wor ld , despite a l l of this, 6 6 mi l l ion 
A m e r i c a n s l i ve at pover ty l e v e l . The cities of A m e r i c a o r e c o v e r e d In s lums. The poor 
c a r r y the burden of taxation a n d the f ighting of colonia l and a g g r e s s i v e w a r s . I am asking 
a l l of you to moke on inte l lectuolconnect ion between even t s which occur doi ly a r o u n d y o u , 
to try to s e e c l ea r l y the sys tem which has token control of the U.S . a n d o e r v e r t e d its 
Institutional life i n t o o g r o t e s q u e a r s e n a l f o r a w o r l d e m p i r e . It is the va s t mi l i ta ry mach ine , 



T O T H E 
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the g rea t indust r ia l combines a n d the i r inte l l igence agenc ies which a r e r e g a r d e d by the 
peop le of th ree who le continents as the i r ma in e n e m y in life a n d the source of the i r 
m i s e r y a n d hunger . If w e examine the g o v e r n m e n t s w h i c h depend for the i r ex istence upon 
A m e r i c a n mi l i tary force , w e sha l l a l w a y s find r eg imes which support the r ich , the land
lords a n d the big capital ists . This is t rue in B raz i l , in P e r u , in V e n e z u e l a , in Tha i l and , in 
South K o r e a , in J a p o n . It is t rue the wor ld o v e r . 

The result of this is that in o rde r to suppress a nat ional revo lu t ion , such a s the g r e a t 
historic upr i s ings of the V i e t n a m e s e peop le , the U.S. Is obl iged to b e h a v e as the J a p a n e s e 
b e h a v e d in Southeast A s i a . This is l i tera l ly t rue . The concentrat ion c a m p s to which I h o v e 
r e f e r r e d a n d which held n e a r l y 60% of the r u r a l populat ion of South V i e t n a m , w e r e scenes 
of torture , massac re and moss bu r i a l . The specia l exper imenta l weapons , like the gos and 
chemica l s a n d je l l y-gaso l ine , o re as hor r ib le as any th ing used by the Naz i s du r ing the 
Second Wor ld War . It is t rue that the Naz i sys temat ica l ly ex te rminated the J e w s a n d the 
U.S. has not ye t d o n e a n y t h i n g c o m p a r a b l e i n V i e t n a m . With the exception of the extermin
at ion of the J e w s , howeve r , e v e r y t h i n g that the G e r m a n s did in Eas te rn Eu rope has been 
r e p e a l e d by the U.S. in V i e t n a m on a sca le which is l a rge r and with a n eff ic iency which 
is more te r r ib le a n d more complete . 

in v io lat ion of so lemn Internat iona l a g r e e m e n t s s igned by A m e r i c a n pres idents a n d 
rat i f ied by the A m e r i c a n Congres s , this Johnson g o v e r n m e n t has committed w a r c r imes , 
c r imes aga ins t humani ty and c r imes aga ins t the peace . It has committed these c r imes 
because the Johnson g o v e r n m e n t exists to p r e s e r v e the economic exploitat ion and the 
mi l i ta ry dominat ion of subject peoples by U.S . industr ia l magnates a n d their mi l i tary a r m . 
The C e n t r a l Inte l l igence Agency , which has a budget 15 t imes l a rge r than a l l tfie d ip lomat ic 
act iv i ty of the U.S . , is i n v o l v e d in the assass inat ion of heads of state, and plots aga ins t 
independent g o v e r n m e n t s . This s inister act iv i ty is des igned to destroy the l eade r sh ip a n d 
the organ izat ion of peoples who ore struggl ing to f r ee themse l ves f rom the s t ranglehold 
of A m e r i c a n economic and pollt ical dominat ion . U.S. mi l i ta r i sm is i n sepa rab le f rom that 
some predatory capi ta l i sm which reduced the A m e r i c a n people themse l ve s to pover ty 
within the l i v ing m e m o r y of this gene ra t ion . The s a m e essent ia l mot ives h a v e led to bar
b a r o u s ond atroc ious c r imes on a g r e a t sca le in V i e t n a m . 

I h o v e ca l led on intel lectuols a n d eminen t independent men a n d w o m e n f rom a l l parts 
of the wor ld to join in on internat iona l War C r i m e s Tr ibunal which wi l l hea r ev idence con
cern ing the c r imes of the U.S. g o v e r n m e n t in V i e t n a m . You wil l r e m e m b e r that G e r m a n s 
w e r e cons idered gui l ty if they acqu iesced in and accepted the c r imes of their g o v e r n m e n t . 
Nobody cons idered it o sufficient excuse for G e r m a n s to say that tfiey knew about tfie g a s 
c h a m b e r s and the concentrat ion camps , the torture a n d the muti lat ion, but w e r e unab le 
to stop it. I a p p e a l to you a s a human being to human be ings . Remember your humani ty 
and y o u r own self-respect . The w a r aga inst the people of V ie tnom is b a rb a r i c . It is on ag
g r e s s i v e w a r of conquest . Dur ing the A m e r i c a n War of Independence , no one hod to tell 
the A m e r i c a n s the purpose of their struggle or conscript them aga ins t their w i l l . Nor was 
it necessa ry for A m e r i c a n so ld iers to go 10 ,000 mi les to another country . In the A m e r i c a n 
revo lu t iona ry w a r agoinst fo re ign troops A m e r i c a n s fought i n f i e l d s a n d forests a l though 
they w e r e in r ags and the occupy ing a r m y wos the strongest of the d a y . A m e r i c a n s fought 
the occupier , a l though they w e r e hungry and poor, a n d they fought them house by house . 

In that w a r of l iberat ion , the A m e r i c a n revo lu t ionar ies w e r e ca l l ed terror is ts and the 
colonia l power w a s the one labe l ing them rebe l s a n d r abb le . A m e r i c a n nat ional he roes 
responded with words such as N a t h a n Ha le ' s a n d Patrick H e n r y ' s . The sent iment , " G i v e me 
l iberty or g i v e me death , " insp i red their s t ruggle , just as it insp i res the V i e t n a m e s e resis
tance to U.S . aggress ion and occupat ion. The Nathan Holes and Patrick Henrys of V i e t n a m 
a r e not the U.S. a r m y . Those who disp lay h e r o i s m , love of country a n d that d e e p bel ief 
in f r eedom and justice which insp i red the A m e r i c a n people In 1776 a r e today tfie people 
of V i e t n a m , f ighting under the revo lu t iona ry l eade r sh ip of their Not ional L iberat ion Front . 
A n d so the A m e r i c a n people a r e to be used a s cannon-fodder by those who exploit not 
only the V i e t n a m e s e but the people of the U.S. themse l ves . It is A m e r i c a n s who h a v e been 
kil l ing V i e t n a m e s e , attacking v i l l ages , occupying cit ies, using g a s a n d chemica l s , bombing 
their schools and hospitals ~ a l l this to protect the profits of A m e r i c a n Cap i t a l i sm . The men 
who conscript the sold iers o re the some men w h o s ign the mi l i ta ry contracts in their own 
benef i t . They o r e the s a m e men w h o send A m e r i c a n sold iers to V i e t n a m as company cops 
protecting stolen proper ty . 

So it is that the reo l struggle for f r eedom a n d democracy is ins ide the U.S. itself, aga ins t 
the usurpers of A m e r i c a n society . I h o v e nodoubt that the A m e r i c a n people would respond 
just OS the V i e t n a m e s e h o v e responded if the U.S. w e r e invaded a n d subjected to the 
atroci t ies a n d tortures which the U . S . a r m y a n d g o v e r n m e n t h a v e infl icted on the V i e t n a m 
ese . The A m e r i c a n protest m o v e m e n t , wh ich has insp i red people a l l o v e r the w o r l d , is the 
only t rue spokesman for A m e r i c o n concern for ind iv idua l l iberty ond social justice. The 
batt lefront for f reedom is in Washington , in the struggle aga ins t the w a r c r im ina l s - Johnson , 
Rusk a n d M c N o m o r o - who hove d e g r a d e d the U.S. a n d Its cit izens. Indeed , they h a v e 
stolen the U.S. f rom Its people a n d mode the n a m e of a g r e a t country stink in the nostr i ls 
of people the wor ld o v e r . 

This is the ha r sh truth, and It is a truth which Is affecting the doi ly l i ves of A m e r i c a n s 
i r r e v o c a b l y a n d inc reas ing ly . The re is no looking the other w a y . There is no pre tend ing 
that the w a r c r imes o r e not occur ing , thot the gas a n d the chemica ls do not exist, that the 
torture a n d nopolm hove not been used , thot the V i e t n a m e s e hove not been s l aughte red 
by A m e r i c a n so ld ie r s and A m e r i c a n bombs . There is no dignity without the courage to 
examine this e v i l a n d oppose it. There Is no solution for the A m e r i c a n cr is is short of the 
emanc ipat ion of the A m e r i c a n people themse l ve s f rom these b a rb a rous men who speak 
in the i r name and def i le a g rea t people by do ing so. The A m e r i c a n peop le , h o w e v e r , o re 
becoming a l e r t a n d a r e showing that s a m e determinat ion and courage which the Viet
n a m e s e h a v e so mov ing l y d i sp l ayed . The N e g r o struggle in H a r l e m , Watts and the A m e r i 
can South , the resistonce of the A m e r i c a n students, the inc reas ing distaste for this w a r 
shown by the A m e r i c a n people at l a rge , g i v e hope to a l l mank ind that the d a y when 
g r e e d y a n d bruta l men can d e c e i v e a n d abuse the A m e r i c a n nat ion is d raw ing to a c lose . 

My appea l to A m e r i c a n s is mode with ful l a w a r e n e s s that the ru le r s of the U.S . h a v e 
spa red no dev i ce in p ropaganda to hide f rom the A m e r i c a n people the ugly face of their 
ru le r s and the truth about their b e h a v i o r . A b r a h a m Lincoln g a v e express ion to the hope 
that a people , once a roused , con be dece i ved no longer . A l l A m e r i c a n s who know f rom 
thei r own exper ience and f rom that of their c losest re l a t i ves what has been done in Viet
n a m should come fo rwa rd now. Speak the truth a n d take you r stand a longs ide you r 

brothers throughout the w o r l d . S t ruggle for on A m e r i c a f r ee of murde rous product ion, 
f r ee of w a r c r im ina l s , f ree of exploitat ion and f r ee of the ha t red of subject peoples . These 
peoples look to the o rd ina ry people o f t h e U.S. to unders tand the i r pl ight a n d to a n s w e r 
their st ruggle with a n A m e r i c a n re i s tance capab le of mak ing the U.S . a g a i n a citodel of 
Ind iv idua l l ibert ies a n d socia l justice. The internat lonol W a r C r i m e s Tr ibuna l is itself a n 
a p p e a l to the conscience of the A m e r i c a n peop le , our a l l i e s in o c o m m o n c a u s e . 

The War C r i m e s Tr ibuna l is under urgent p repara t ion now. I a m approach ing eminen t 
jur ists , l i te ra ry f igures a n d men of publ ic a f fa i r s in A f r i ca , A s i a , Lotin A m e r i c a a n d the 
U.S. itself. V i e t n a m e s e vict ims of this w a r w i l l g i v e e v i d e n c e . Fu l l scientif ic data concern ing 
the chemica l s used , the i r proper t ies a n d the i r effects wi l l be documented . Eyew i tnesses 
wi l l desc r ibe what they h a v e seen a n d scientists w i l l be inv i ted to examine the exhibits 
in the possess ion of the t r ibuna l . The proceed ings wi l l be tape recorded a n d the ful l 
e v idence wi l l be pub l i shed . There wi l l be documenta ry f i lm mate r i a l concern ing the wit
nesses and their e v idence . We a im to p rov ide the most exhaus t i ve por t raya l of whot has 
happened to the people of V i e t n a m . We intend that the peop les of the wor ld sha l l be 
a roused as n e v e r be fore , the better to p r e v e n t the repetit ion of this t ragedy e l s e w h e r e . 
Just a s In the case of S p a i n , V i e t n a m is a b a r b a r o u s r e h e a r s a l . It is our Intention that 
ne i ther the bona f ides nor the authentic i ty of ttils t r ibunal wi l l be suscept ible to cha l l enge 
f rom those who hove so much to h ide . Pres ident J o h n s o n , D e a n Rusk, Robert M c N a m a r o , 
H e n r y Cabot Lodge, G e n W e s t m o r e l a n d a n d the i r fe l low c r im ina l s wi l l be brought before 
o w ide r justice than they recognize a n d a m o r e profound condemnat ion tf ian they a r e 
equ ipped to unders tand . 
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ON W H I T E P O W E R 
This is a response to S teve Wetssman ' s 

thoughtful ar t ic le "Beyond The M o r a l Imper
a t i ve" in the August L iberat ion a n d to Dick 
F lacks ' equa l l y Impress i ve " W h a t e v e r Be
c a m e Of The New Left?" in N e w Left Notes , 
August 12 , 1966 . 

It s eems to me both p ieces seek to cope 
with the Impact of the V i e t n a m w a r on 
the movement , a rgu ing that isolated acts of 
m o r a l protest aga ins t the w a r o r e no sub
stitute for susta ined political action based 
on a coherent a n a l y s i s of our s i tuat ion. 

I should like to comment in the form of 
a se r ies of n u m b e r e d theses , in the hope 
that this w i l l he lp to keep the discussion 
f rom degenera t ing into a confrontat ion be
tween p resumed "mora l" and "pol i t iccr ap
proaches to act ion . For I think we a r e at a 
point w h e r e that debate , useful as It has 
been dur ing the post y e a r and a half , needs 
to be broken down into a se r ies of com
ponent a rgument s . W e wou ld a l l be i r res
ponsible w e r e w e to permi t o u r s e l v e s to 
be d i v ided into two camps of " m e r e r a n d 
"polit ical" pe rsons ; w h e n su re l y what is need
ed is a synthetic v i e w which tr ies to put 
together a l l w e h a v e l e a r n e d . 

1 . Fundamenta l l y at i ssue Is the quest ion 
whether A m e r i c a n society is felt to be mov
ing in the direct ion of expanded or restr icted 
democracy . 

F lacks points out that in 1963 SDS as
sumed that G par t ia l end of the Co ld W a r 
made possible a concentrat ion on domestic 
issues , and the slow bui lding of constituen
cies to tackle these issues . Yet w e now see 
that the w a r in V i e tnam wi l l be long, and 
beyond this, that "the A m e r i c a n el i tes" h a v e 
"moved a w a y f rom domestic re form ond 
w e l f a r e corporat i sm and toward imper ia l i s t 
a d v e n t u r e as the centra l and Immedia te w a y 
of coping with the i r prob lems . " 

S D S has not adjusted its strategic per
spect ive to this rea l i ty . Charac te r i s t i c S D S 
express ions , such as the Booth-Webb me
m o r a n d u m on peace oction, hove continued 
lo insist on bui lding constituencies a r o u n d 
tradit ional domest ic issues as the appro
pr iate response to V ie tnam as we l l a s to 
other G r e a t Society d i lemnos . 

W h e n (as W e i s s m a n notes) I speak of a 

R E S O L U T I O N 

O N 

R E G I O N S 
i d a m s 

The purpose of reg ions , f rom al l discus
sion that has gone on , is to decentra l i ze 
decis ion-making, to br ing the functions of the 
organizat ion c loser to the membersh ip , a n d 
to prov ide the veh ic le for inter-communica
tion between chapters . In this w a y , it's been 
projected, we con build a strong, d y n a m i c , 
a n d democrat ic organizat ion which can ef
fect socioi change . 

This , howeve r , is not what a p p e a r s to be 
happen ing . Regional offices tend to be c rea
ted by ind iv idua ls who dec ide to start a 
reg ion . They tend to set up a bureauc racy 
which has little content in terms of involv
ing the member sh ip , and spend most of their 
e n e r g y keeping the office funct ioning. 

The fol lowing is a two stage proposal for 
the format ion of reg ions : 

I. Regional Organ i z ing Commit tee (ROC) 
A . Compos i t ion ~ Ful l t ime campus 

t rave l le r ( s ) People d rawn f rom chapters who 
see importance of a reg ion & organiz ing 

B. Functions 
1 . To set up meet ings at conferences 

among chapters and projects in the reg ion . 
2. To organ ize new chapters . 
3 . To ra ise money to support these func

tions (the N O should p rov ide some money 
at this stage) . 
act iv i t ies and thinking. 

This body should probably meet at least 
monthly , e i ther at the conferences they set 
up, or o therwise . They wou ld not be demo-
up, or o therw i se . They would not be demo
crat ica l ly e lec ted , and so wou ld h o v e no 
decis ion-making power other than that in-

long-run t rend toward "fascism," I m e a n on ly 
to s a y that I think w e should abandon the 
hope that once post cer ta in discrete fo re ign 
policy abe r ra t ions - whether these be de
f ined OS nuc lear a r m s race , w a r with Viet
nam, or Johnson 's P res idency - A m e r i c a 
con move toward the expanded democracy 
which its abundance p romises . 

Instead , I think our perspec t i ve must be 
that a m o v e m e n t to democrat i ze A m e r i c a n 
society wi l l deve lop f rom a process of re-
sista nee to oppress ion a b r o a d a n d at h o m e . 

By this I do not mean that w e should 
abandon the middle-closs or the tradit ion of 
l ibera l i sm to the other s ide . O n the con
t r a r y : OS their contradict ions mult ip ly , I be
l i eve the A m e r i c a n el i tes wi l l act m o r e and 
more a rb i t r a r i l y , wi l l impinge on more and 
more things which a r e now taken f o r g r a n t e d 
(such a 5 the right to b a r g a i n co l lec t ive ly ) , 
a n d that If w e a r e a l e r t this process wi l l 
b r ing unexpected a l l i e s to our s ide . That 
A C L U should lake on H U A C , tha t the A F S C 
b o a r d is about to promulgate a new posi
tion statement sanct ioning c i v i l d isobed
ience , a r e examples . 

Nor does a res is tance perspect ive imp ly 
indi f ference to the oppress ion of landlords , 
police a n d we l f a re admin is t ra tors , of draf t 
boards , of oi l the undemocrat ic author i t ies 
which g o v e r n our da i l y l i ves . A g a i n , on the 
cont ra ry : I think a res is tance pe r spec r i ve 
mokes possible more real ist ic w a y s of dea l 
ing with these p rob lems . But this br ings me 
to • second topic. 

2. W h a t l e s s o n should w e d r a w from 
S N C C ' s new strategy of black power? 1 
complete ly a g r e e with Flacks that what 
S N C C is say ing is : "Blacks should be or
gan ized by blacks, and whotwhi te organ izers 
do is something for white o rgan i ze r s to de
cide." But I think S N C C is a lso say ing to 
us: "The w a y to cope with power is at the 
point w h e r e it is admin i s te red , ra ther than 
by leg is la t ion . Hence , for S N C C , concentra
tion on elect ing the sheriff r a the r than on a 
new civ i l r ights b i l l . Hence , for us , concen
tration on e lect ion of local ant i-poverty ad
minist rators , direct p ressure on landlords , 
control of the compus , rather than on plans 

for the reorganizat ion of A m e r i c a n society 
as a w h o l e . 

F r o m this point of v i e w I b e l i e v e Weiss-
m a n ' s proposa l that onti-draft action center 
on proposed changes in Se lec t i ve S e r v i c e 
law, is a mistake. I concur that on ant i-
draft p r o g r a m must include appropr ia te ac
tions for those w h o cannot or wi l l not re fuse 
to be inducted. But I b e l i e v e these actions 
should h o v e the some qual i ty of immedia te 
res is tance to oppress ion that draft re fusa l 
h a s . D i rectact ion aga inst un ive rs i t y coopera
tion with Se lec t i ve S e r v i c e or w a r r e sea r ch , 
direct action aga inst t h e production of na
pa lm , a r e actions of this kind. 

In the long run m o r e a n d m o r e w h i t e s m u s t 
under take the difficult t a s k of organ iz ing 
white m e m b e r s of the m o v e m e n t o re in 
co l lege and it s eems to me appropr ia te that, 
for the moment , their act iv i ty center on con
trol of the campus and res istonce to thedra f t . 
By dea l ing ef fect ive ly with those aggregates 
of power which most immedia te ly a f fect lhe i r 
l i ves , they (we) w i l l become persons more 
ab le to b reak through c lass l ines and or
gan ize whi te worke r s la ter o n . 

3 . D i rect act ion , there fore , continues lo 
s e e m to methemos t f ru i t fu l med ium In which 
to o rgan i ze . 

W h y should it be a s sumed that this is in 
opposit ion to rad ica l educat ion and polittca-
l ization? E v e r y t h i n g w e b e l i e v e In about 
educat ion suggests to me that people l ea rn 
m o r e through acting on p rob lems which 
affect their l i ves , than by attending lectures , 
r ead ing pamphlets , or ta lk ing. 

W h y should i tbe a s sumed thot d i rect action 
is "mora l " ra ther than "political"? If enough 
peop le act , or if the act is of a par t i cu lar ly 
strategic kind, there is a pol it ical impact . 
Di rect act ion can be p r o g r a m m e d for a 
va r i e t y of const ituencies with the help of the 
identical sorts of a n a l y s i s which go Into 
o l an- ing on effect ive e lectora l campa ign . 

W e i s s m a n speaks ot ttie "emotional coitus 
interruptus" of d i rec tac t ion at , for e x a m p l e , 
Berke ley last October . Wi thoutqu i tew i sh ing 
to embrace that metaphor , I cont inue to f ee l 
that one reason di rect action seems to many 
symbol i c a n d moral ist ic is that it is so often 
in te r rupted . W h e n the A s s e m b l y Of Unre
presented People marched down the ma l l 

in Wohington last August it completed , in 
a sense , the m e r e l y symbol ic march wfi ich 
conc luded the S D S March O n W o s h i nglon 
in A p r i l . This summer , as w a y s h a v e opened 
up actual ly to reach G I s and urge them not 
to f i g h t , the V D C effort to reach the Oak l and 
A r m y Te rmina l has been completed in ano
ther f o r m . Rather than abandon that effort 
and turn to e lectora l act iv i ty , it might hove 
been m o r e fruitful if Be rke ley act iv ists had 
d i scorded the technique of march ing a n d 
sought other m e a n s of f in ishing the task of 
contacting the troops. 

4 . Reorganizat ion of A m e r i c a n society as a 
w h o l e - as Flacks says , soc ia l i sm - is of 
course our o v e r r i d i n g conce rn . But how? 

There is o continuing need for ser ious 
discussion ot a i te rnot i ve scenar ios tor on 
A m e r i c a n revo lut ion . I do not b e l i e v e ad
vocates of e lectora l act iv i ty h a v e of fered 
one . Fo l lowed to their logical conclus ions , 
their pe rmi ses point e i ther to a n expanded 
v e r s i o n of the w e l f a r e state, or to a transi
tion to soc ia l i sm by m e a n s of a n e lectora l 
ma jo r i t y . They should say what they h a v e 
in mind . 

Anothe r model worth cons ider ing is the 
E u r o p e a n Risistance Movement s of W o r l d 
W a r I I , wh ich s e e m to me the only move
ments in W e s t e r n industr ia l societ ies wh ich 
h a v e e v e r been c lose to taking power f rom 
the capital ist c lass a n d putting it in the 
hands of the peop le . 

Be l i ev ing this, I fee l the formot ion of coun
ter-communit ies of struggle a n d the creat ion 
of local pockets of power Is the w o y t o beg in 
to f ind • s t rategy of revo lu t ion . 

In the process w e tend to c rea te a pattern 
of decent ra l i zed in i t iat ive and decis ion-mak
ing m o r e in keeping with the kind of social
ism w e ul t imately w a n t to h a v e , than does 
the strategy o f tak ingnat iona l power th rough 
electorol act ion. 

At the v e r y least , by demand ing of our
se l ve s action rather than words , st ruggle 
ra the r t h a n p rograms , we o u r s e l v e s can 
hope to become persons who wi l l f ina l ly 
choose to be , not profess iona ls with en
l ightened v i e w s , but genu ine revo lu t iona
r i e s . 

Stoughton Lynd 

t o w a r d s a s t u d e n t m o v e m e n t 
I: High Schools as Socia l iz ing Institutions 

E v e n a cursory examinat ion ot our society 
wi l l r e v e a l three ma in socia l iz ing insti
tutions; the school , the la rge corporat ions o r 
industry , and the a r m e d forces . These in
stitutions hove many s imi la r character is t ics . 
They a r e a l l run in on outhor i tor ian fash ion , 
they a l l have rampant and ever -growing 
bu reauc rac i e s , a n d they a l l attempt to insti l l 
the s l ave psychology in the minds of their 

the organiz ing necessa ry . They should be 
working to abol ish their function. 

I I . The format ion of a region 
A . Composi t ion 

1. A r eg iona l counci l made up of 
de legates e lected by 2/3 of the 
chapters in the reg ion , meet ing 
monthly . 

2. A reg iona l office, with staff as 
de te rmined by the RC . 

B. Functions 
1 . To p l a n and coordinate educa

tional and action p r o g r a m s . 
2. To put out a newsletter 
3. To se rv i ce chapters a n d poten

tial member s in the reg ion (pro
v id ing lit . , speakers , etc.) 

4 . To ra i se money , with o pro-rated 
amount -- to be dec ided by N C 
in consultation with the reg iona l 
de legate ~ to go to the nat iona l . 

5 . Other things as dec ided by the 
RC . 

C . Decis ion-making power 
A reg iona l member sh ip meet ing 
m a y elect a n N C member-at- lorge , 
who wi l l a l so s e r v e on the N I C . 

The reg iona l counci l meet ings should be 
reported ful ly to N L N , so that people in 
other regions wil l know what 's going on. 

The N C wi l l de te rm ine whether a pro-

subjects . 
wtiicti ind iv idua ls o r e passed , h a v e the mom 
tasf of socia l iz ing its subjects. "To p r e p a r e 
the student for life" is taken a s a mandate to 
break down the incl ination towords indiv i
dua l i sm and the instinct tor fair t reatment , 
so OS to make students more submiss ive to 
corporate society in their later l i ves . A n 
effective c a m p a i g n against ind iv idua l i sm 
must h a v e , at its base , an attempt to force 
the student to question his own worth . F rom 
the moment he enters school , the student 
is subjected lo i nnumerab le procedures de
s igned to humi l iate him and rem ind h im 
that he is v/orthless and that adults a re 
omnipotent . 

It is quite natura l after 10 y e a r s of this, 
that students fee l an o v e r w h e l m i n g social 
p ressu re to conform, a n d that those few 
who break out of their molds fee l quite pow
er less a n d a lone . W h a t organ iz ing , then , 
can be done on the high school l eve l To 
expect that a movement would h a v e any 
success in rad ica l l y a l ter ing our educot ional 
sys tem, • system those w h o make decis ions 
in this country find so perfect a tool , is 
absu rd . The radica l izct ion of high school 
students is a much more real ist ic goa l . 

The key to radica l izat ion is deve lopment 
of •el f-respect and conf idence. W e must 
do tor the high school student, essent ia l ly 
what Ma lco lm did for the N e g r o peop le . 
W e must he lp students deve lop a sense 
of identity , and a f e e l i n g thatthey can change 
the qual i ty of their l i ves . C h a n g e s such as 
this m a y be most eas i l y brought about in 
conflict s ituations. Confl ict wi l l rad ica l ize stu
dents by its v e r y nature , and a lso g i v e t h e m 
a fee l ing of pr ide in the fact that they o re 
students. Farc ing an administ rat ion to back 

down on the question of long hair c reates 
a community of people who sense the po
tential i t ies ot united act ion, and supports 
their rea l i zat ion of the fact that they a r e , 
indeed , ind iv idua l s . The most Important de-

.»,.,4antc rnn mnkfi is the demand to 

I I . The Role of a High School O r g a n i z e r 
The 6 0 0 m e m b e r s bt i d s wtio a r e In high 

schools a re the most unde r rep re sen ted 
group in our o rgan iza t ion , there h a v i n g been 
only two such c rea tu res at the last N C . 
There has been a fee l ing on the part of some 
of our co l lege m e m b e r s a n d reg iona l staffers 
that the hiah school "kid" is some sort of 
in fer ior be ing , and should be re l ega ted to 
do ing the shit-work. Consequent l y , there has 
been a ser ious lack of thought about the 
possibi l i t ies of a high school p r o g r a m . The 
need for such a p rogram is ev ident . In just 
the last y e a r , student popers , a t ree tiign 
school , a n d a long-hair demonst rat ion which 
i n v o l v e d picketing a school h a v e sprung up 
in Southern C a l i f o r n i a . Students at 5 Detroit 
high schools o rgan ized their own boycott 
in protest of de facto segregat ion . Students 
in Des Moines r ece i ved nat ional publicity for 
w e a r i n g black a r m b a n d s in protest of the 
w a r . W h a t is to be done? 

A high school o rgan i ze r would be ab le to 
moke high school m e m b e r s more than per l -
pt iera l ly i n v o l v e d in the a f fa i r s of sds .More 
o v e r , he could begin to help bui ld a more 
sol id high school movement . This would not 
be difficult. W h e r e there a re no exist ing 
groups to work with , meet ings could be or
gan i zed through LRY, SRL, YDs , etc. W h e r e 
groups a re just fo rming , on o rgan i ze r could 
g i v e a d v i c e ga ined f r o m prev ious exper
ience , a n d show what students in other 
a r e a s h a v e been ab le to do. 

The ma in psychologica l b a r r i e r to an ef
fect ive high school movement at present is 
a fee l ing of isolation and power les sness . 

If students can see what other people in 
their situations across the country h a v e done , 
if they can see that effective work can be 
done to at least establ ish bas ic rights on 
campus , the work for a high school move
ment can beg in . 

M. K le imon 
8/10/66 
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facing the american leviathan 
convention working paper 

WE F A C E A M E R I C A THE L E V I A T H A N . Our 
nation attempts throughout the wor ld to 
gua rd by force a n o rde r of power re lat ions 
in which establ ished A m e r i c a n interests a re 
respected a n d a c h i e v e d . E v e r y w h e r e A m e r i 
can rea l i ty conflicts with our v a l u e s : to 
our ossert ion of the dignity of ind iv idua ls , 
of the vo lues of love , honesty, r ea son , and 
equal i ty , A m e r i c a responds with wa r , mani
pulat ion, a n d the self ish concentrat ion of 
wea l th . 

The A m e r i c a which w e face den ies de
mocracy - it is a nat ion in which the cru
c ia l economic decis ions which affect us oil 
a r e made by corporate m a n a g e r s and bank
e r s , in which mil l ions of people o re de
pendent on the indulgence of public wel
fa re systems ove r which they h a v e no con
tro l , in which the decisions of war andpeace 
are made by a clique of advisers and ex

perts. Con this be ca l led democracy? We 
unders tand democracy to be that sys tem of 
ru le in which the people moke the decis ions 

With e v e r y esca lat ion of the w a r In Viet
nam has come a n Increased a w a r e n e s s at 
home thot the Cold Wor strategy is hov ing 
no impact on the root prob lem of Revo lu
t ion . The unrest in the Block ghettoes g i ves 
a m p l e indicat ion that the w a r on pover ty 
a n d its accompany ing housing a n d educa
tion progron .s o re h a v i n g no impact on 
pover ty in A m e r i c a . 

We speok as a new A m e r i c a n left - a new 
genera t ion of radica l democrats t ry ing to 
point a w a y out of the cr is is . O u r v is ion 
for the reconstruction of A m e r i c a comes out 
of our exper i ence as products of the domi
nant cul ture and OS activists f ighting its most 
obv ious iniust ices, and out of our demo
cratic v a l u e s as people seeking a decent 
and humane order , recogniz ing the inherent^ 
equa l i ty of men , a n d f ree ing their capaci
t ies for love , r ea son , and c reat iv i ty . 

We speak as a new A m e r i c a n left - a f f i rm
ing the her i tage of A m e r i c a n s who hove 
championed the cause of the people against 
corporate power , populists of the n ineteenth 
century . Social ists of the e a r l y 1900's and 
workers who built the industr ia l unions. 
Whi le we reject the dogmas and sectar ian
ism of the O ld Left, we adopt a s our own 
that affect the i r l i ves . But ours is a t ime of 
cr is is for that l e v i a than . The old exp lana
tions p rov ide no d i rect ion , the old p rog rams 
of l ibera l i sm a r e washouts . V io lence in Viet
nam and pover ty at home g i v e da i l y ev i 
dence of the cr i s i s . The l i ves of our who le 
genera t ion g i v e fur ther ev idence of the dis-
r n t e g r a t i o n of the old stondards . Young 
A m e r i c a n s a r e no longer impressed by the 
old mora l i ty or the old patr iot ism: nei ther 
Lyndon's w a r nor Lady B i rd 's beauti f icat ion 
campa ign turns us o n . Nor a r e we content 
to take our places among the m a n a g e r s 
a n d the m a n a g e d . Both the Co ld War ideo
logy a n d the l ibera l domestic p r o g r a m ore 
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the best fea tures of the Idea of Soc ia l i sm 
that moved them. At the s a m e t ime, we 
d e v e l o p a n unders tanding of and a p rogram 
to change the m a n a g e d society of the '60s . 

We speak as a new A m e r i c a n left - com
mitted to the a c h i e v e m e n t of polit ical power 
in our t ime . We seek a redistr ibut ion of 
power in our society In f a v o r of disen
f ranch ised people who l i ve in ghettoes, 
white and block, north and south, who work 
in factor ies , who a r e pass i ve consumers of 
the cul ture , who o re segregoted systemat i
ca l ly f rom their fe l low-men. We seek politi
cal power so that men may at last p reva i l 
ove r the a r r a n g e m e n t s of society in which 
a few control the dest in ies of a l l . 

These commitments set on intel lectual 
a g e n d a . The first task of the cr is is is to 
identify its key quest ions and work to find 
the a n s w e r s a r o u n d which a strategy of 
change can be bui lt . 

Pau l Booth 

I . t h e c r i s i s o f c o l d w a r i d o o l o g y 
-"Con los pobres de la t i e r r a , q u i e r o y o m i 

s l empre echar . " 
- Mart i 

V i e tnam is the f l aming symbol to the wor ld 
of the A m e r i c a n a r rogance that has a l r e a d y 
made itself felt in the day-to-day representa
tion of our country by d ip lomats a n d busi
nessmen and tourists . In V i e tnam It is a 
m o r e ser ious matter than the kind of mis
understanding of or scorn for another coun
tr ies s y m b o l s a n d c u s t o m s ttiat h a s 
prev ious ly caused bitterness and mistrust. 
If is now a r rogance toward human l i fe . 

H o w e v e r the w a r ' s strategistscalculotetf ie 
ramif icat ions of this bombing miss ion or thot 
ru ra l pacification scheme, it is c lear that 
V ie tnomese l ives o re not ass igned o h e a v y 
weight . F rom time to t ime w e h e a r that the 
fighting man in the sentry has respect for 
the V C opponents as "plucky and deter
mined", b u t t h e o v e r a l l operat ing assumpt ion 
is that the V C o re bandits and desperodoes ; 
any kind of torture is justif ied to r e p a y such 
acts of desperate te r ror i sm as the bombings 
of Sa igon restaurants and the execut ions of 
v i l l age h e a d m e n . C i v i l i ans - and there o r e 
now ove r a mil l ion re fugees in Sa igon who 
hove f led the bombings of their v i l l ages -
o r e pawns in the g a m e , to be re located f rom 
their v i l l age accord ing to one G e n e r a l ' s 
motion of "strategic hamlets ," to be kept 
under meticulous police observa t ion a n d 
control in t h e truly tota l i tar ian schemes 
known as " rura l pacification.' ' Buddhist and 
other ant i-Communist nat ional ists o re a dis
ruptive force, who must be repressed be
cause their act ivity works object ive ly to the 
advan tage of the Communis t s : neutral ists 
a r e banned f rom the "free elections" e v e n 
though non-al ignment was the hope of the 
G e n e v a Convent ions we c l o l m to honor . 
The North V i e t n a m e s e , bombed to fulfi l l 
the requ i rements of LBJ's dev i l theory , a r e 
utterly hapless -- e v e n if they wi thdrew 
a l l support f rom the Southern L iberat ion 
Front , we would still h a v e to bomb them. 
A s for our a l l i e s , their so ld iers a r e "apathe
tic" according to our G l ' s who now do most 
of the f ighting. 

W h y V iet N a m ? The Cold W a r is one 
answer . The ba lance of power among G r e a t 
Powers must be respected; in part icu lar , 
C h i n a must be conta ined. Russ ia is p rov ing 
a wi l l ing part ic ipant in G r e a t Power politics, 
and C h i n a must a l so re f ra in f rom desta
bi l iz ing that ba lance . "Wars of L iberat ion" 
a r e the most w idespread threat to in terna
t ional stabil ity and C h i n a advocates those 
w a r s . Ch inese Commun i sm is • v i r i l e alter
nat ive to the pattern of o l igarchic and mil i
ta ry dominance in the Third W o r l d , to the 
growing desperat ion of the masses of people 
in those countr ies . So the w a r is pre-emi
nently 0 demonstrat ion of our power to 
contain communism a few hundred mi les 
f rom the borders of Red C h i n a . W h e n Dean 

Rusk compla ins that he has put out peace 
fee le r s but the Ch inese a r e n e v e r at the 
other end of the phone, he means that they 
don't want to part ic ipate in a conversa t ion 
with us as G r e a t Power to G r e a t Power . 
W h e n we announce that w e want to contain 
C h i n a , not isolate he r , w e mean for C h i n a 
to pick up the r e c e i v e r a n d tel l D e a n Rusk 
that she wi l l a s s u m e the style of a G r e a t 
Power , and not champion the cause of a 
smal l nat ional ism agoinst another G r e a t 
Power . 

W h y V i e t N a m ? The A m e r i c a n response 
to revolut ion is the other answer . In prac
t ice, our notion Is a powerfu l opponent of 
revo lu t ionary change , and a storf ingly suc
cessful opponent . Although our l eaders make 
rhetor ica l gestures acknowledging the radi
ca l d i s p a r i t i e s between r i c h and poor 
throughout the Third W o r l d a n d the des-
parate n e e d for economic deve lopment , 
these o re f requent ly v a g u e ph ra ses . W h e n 
they contain p romises , as did the A l l i ance 
for Progress , promis ing backing for l and 
re fo rm , tax r e fo rm , and opposit ion to mil i
tary ru le , they a r e be t rayed down the l ine . 
In pract ice our Peace Corps is on insignif i
cant gesture next to the M a r i n e C o r p s a n d 
the Exploitat ion C o r p s . 

Throughout the Third W o r l d , the force of 
nat ional ism is increas ing ly power fu l . Thede-
s i re for independent deve lopment h e : not 
been quenched by the end of co lon ia l i sm; 
in many countr ies this has only c reated on 
inc reased expectation that now the N e w N a 
tions could de te rmine their own economic 
courses , i n t e r n a t i o n a l course , cu l tura l 
c o u r s e . W h e r e W e s t e r n investors hove 
w a r p e d the economies by channe l ing a l l 
e n e r g y into the extraction of p r ima ry pro
ducts, the N e w Nat ions h a v e attempted 
to deve lop a neutra l is t force . W h e r e our 
bus inesses hove propagated the culture of 
F r ig ida i res and Coca-Co la , the N e w Nat ions 
h a v e sought to rec rea te nat ional identity , 
and br ing to life their own her i tages . In
c reas ing l y , A m e r i c a n power in the Sixt ies 
has worked to l imit the choices for notiona
lists. W e a r e the agent of po lar i zat ion , our 
terms a r e " f reedom or Communism" . N a 
tionalists and revolut ionists must inev i tab ly 
become those "Communists" under the im
pact of our mi l i tary might, for we now in
t e r v e n e consistently agoinst the revo/ut/ono-
ries. And when we support Ky aga inst the 
Buddhists , Ba ioguer aga inst Bosch, Caste lo-
B r a n c o against G o u l a r t , Boumedienne 
aga inst Ben Bel la - and support them power
fu l ly , not m e r e l y in rhetoric ~ w e demon
strate how complete ly we a r e committed to 
Counfer-Revo lut ion . it should be no surpr i se 
that movements like the V i e t n a m e s e L ibera
tion F r o n t - w h i c h advocate land redistr ibu
tion - h a v e popu la r support , wh i le the U.S. 
is inc reas ing ly hated . Our local co l labora
tors , t rue to the spir it of fore ign a i d , ' h e l p 
themse lves . " But V ie t N a m represents the 

cu r rent a r e n a of the fight to defeat a n y and 
a l l revo lut ions , and so fight it we must, and 
to the bitter e n d . A n d with w h a t e v e r means 
at our d i sposa l : the A i r Force , the A r m y , 
the Spec ia l F o r c e s , G e n e r a l L o n s d a i e a n d h i s 
Rura l Pac i f iers , the A I D teams , e v e r y o n e 
Is told to 'Do you r thing", it is a lmost a s if 
w e wish to bui ld a n d burn our w a y into the 
h e a r t s of t h e V i e t n a m e s e so t h a t they 
would not des i re l and , a n d wou ld not des i re 
o V i e t n a m e s e natron. Exper ience shows that 
the anti-communist l eade r s of our d r e a m s 
h a v e not d e v e l o p e d who could both ra l l y 
popular support and modern ize . 

But pover ty is the o v e r w h e l m i n g problem 
of these countr ies . This is the pove r t y of 
despera te hunger ; G e r o s s i tel ls us "Three-
fourths of Latin A m e r i c a n s a re constantly 
hungry . The o v e r a g e dol ly ca lo r ie intake is 
1 ,200, w h e n norma l subsistency is donsi-
d e r e d 2 ,400 (and our a v e r a g e in the United 
State is 3 ,100) . Many Latin A m e r i c a n s actual
ly d ie f r o m s ta rva t ion . In Haiti peasants 
a r e forced to trap skinny p igeons for food. 
In Peru and C h i l e , many eat e v e r y other 
d a y , and often a v e r a g e as low as 5 0 0 calo
r ies doi ly . " 

This is a l so the pove r t y of radica l Inequal
ity, w h e r e the masses a r e hungry and di
seased end a v e r y few o r e as rich as the 
opulent A m e r i c a n s they imitate . This is the 
rea l instabi l i ty , of mi l l ions not knowing w h e r e 
the next meal wi l l come f rom. By any cri
ter ia of judgment , by a n y h u m a n e v a l u e s , 
these d ispar i t ies requ i re a radica l solut ion. 

The Co ld War is deep ly e m b e d e d in our 
cu l ture . A m e r i c a misunders tands the turbu
lence in the u n d e r d e v e l o p e d wor ld by Inter
pret ing It OS the p r o d u c t of the struggle 
between east and west blocs. The emot ions 
on which insurgenc ies in the Third W o r l d 
d r a w ore genu ine and intense - they come 
from the demands for nat ional integrity a n d 
for re l ief from pover ty . This revo lu t ionary 
upsurge is a cha l lenge to the assumption 
on which our l eaders work - - tha t concerted 
polit ical movements o r e i n v a r i a b l y the pro
ducts of monipulat ion and s u b v e r s i o n . We 
a re so accustomed to top-down control in 
our own society that we forget that man 
is capable of doing the o p p o s i t e - o f working 
to change the conditions of his oppression. 

THE AMERICAN PRESENCE 
In the wor ld , the A m e r i c a n presence is 

truly awe- insp i r ing . A s ixty-year commitment 
to the extension of A m e r i c a n inf luence has 
m a d e our country the G r e a t Power that 
towers ove r the others . The power of A m e r i 
can fighting men is v i s ib le in 4 8 countr ies , 
the power of our investors Is felt in s e v e r a l 
dozen m o r e . F r iend ly reg imes show their 
loya l t ies at the turn of each y e a r w h e n they 
take out ful l-page ads in the N e w York Times 
Rev iew of the Y e a r ' s Bus iness . 

T H A I L A N D W E L C O M E S F O R E I G N I N V E S T 
M E N T 

" . . . The state gua ran tees aga ins t expro
pr iat ion or nat ional izat ion of p r i va te indus
try . . . A new promoted industry wi l l be 
exempt f rom income tax for a per iod of 
f i ve y e a r s . . . Thai land possesses vas t 
amounts of natura l r e s o u r c e s a n d o l s o l a r g e , 
peacefu l , c h e a p and adaptab le labor forces 
awai t ing to be d e v e l o p e d with the ass istance 
of fore ign capt lc l . . ." 

This is 0 statement of p r ide f rom Tha i l and 
as recorded in the N e w York T imes . Page 
after page , its a n n u a l internat ional f inan
cial report is • test imony of the v i r tues of 
stabi l i ty , the accepted object of g o v e r n m e n t 
in most countr ies of the unde rdeve loped 
wor ld . The quest ion is , h o w e v e r , stabi l i ty 
for whom? 

That vaunted stabil ity is the s logan of 
the A m e r i c a n ambit ion to m a n a g e the whole 
wor ld . In pract ice, stabil ity acqu i res more 
mean ing than the benevo len t w ish of Dea n 
Rusk's rhetor ic that a l l countr ies could h o v e 
the some domest ic t ranqui l i ty that A m e r i c a 
has . It means : 
* S tab le cu r renc ies , so that fore ign inves

tors can be sure that w h e n they en te r 
into • transect ion they can be sure that 
the rate of return on that loon or invest
ment will not be obl i terated by inf lat ion. 
This is known as the Auster i ty Policy [hold 
the l ine on wages and projects of social 
spending) , such a s pract iced by Pres . A r -
turo A lexsandr i of Ch i l e between 1958 
and 1963 . He did br ing down a n n u a l 
inf lat ion f rom 38% to 10%, but e v e n with 
the US forking out 70% of the cost, his 
economic deve lopment plan brought an
nua l growth of 1.4%, c o m p a r e d to a pop
ulat ion growth of 2.5%. Unemp loyment 
rose to 1 8%. 

* S tab le pol ic ies , so that the a l l i ance system 
of the Co ld W a r c reated by Acheson a n d 
Dul les not be d i s turbed . Four dozen coun
tr ies o re tied into our network of a l l i ances , 
a n d when one moves f rom being pro-U.S . 
to neut ra l i sm , as I raq did in 1958 , w e 
send the Mar ines to the ne ighbor ing coun
tr ies , or we encourage the local mi l i tary 
to dump the reg ime , as in Braz i l In 1961 
a n d 1964 - w h e r e the c r ime was not 
neutra l i sm but an independent fore ign po
licy extending t rade re lat ions to Russ ia , 
C h i n a , and E, G e r m a n y , 

* S tab le policing of interna l forces ot un
rest, so that "Communis ts"and other move
ments that might br ing about r eg imes less 
respectful of the v i r tues of the other sta
bi l i t ies get n ipped in the bud . To tra in 
police, John Kennedy created the famous 
Spec ia l Forces as on independent unit, 
a n d through U. S. mi l i tary a id miss ions 
has them tra in ing civic action teams in 
ru ra l counter- insurgency and police forces 

(cont. on page 21) 
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in u rban toctics. They a re a t w o r k i n d o z e n s 
of countr ies , and in Peru and C o l u m b i a 
(and others w e aren ' t told about) they 
a r e going up into hil ls a s adv i so r s , [ust 
l ike V i e t n a m . 
In o r d e r to make possible the coup that 
rep laced Patr ice Lumumba in the Congo , 
w e p rov ided the cosh so that Joseph Mo-
buto could pay his troops. O n e y e a r after 
FDR dec la red the G o o d Ne ighbor policy, 
our ambassador g a v e his b less ing to A n -
astas lo Somoza's proposal to assass inate 
the N i co raguan hero Scnd ino ; the Somo-
zas then ru led by ter ror for 25 y e a r s . 

" Stable re lat ions to Amer i can-owned Indus
tr ies . After Leone! Brizolo nat ional ized 
the Internat ional Te lephone and Te legraph 
subs id ia ry in Braz i l ' s Rio G r a n d e do Sul 
state. Senator Bourke HIckenlooper led o 
successful move to cut any country out 
of fore ign old that confiscated U. S. busi
ness without adequa te jby our terms) com
pensat ion . One country that has been cut 
off is C e y l o n - in Ju l y 1962 Mrs . Bonda-
rana ike , the Pr ime Minister , nat ional ized 
Esso , She l l , and Cal tex f i l l ing stations and 
oil depots, and sa id , "The best form of 
fore ign a id the U. S. can g i v e to smal l 
countr ies is to absta in f rom inter fer ing 
in their af fa i rs . " G e n e r a l l y we h a v e been 
more successful in word ingof f such efforts; 
in G u a t e m a l a in 1954 w e sent the C I A 
to ove r th row • reg ime that was nibbl ing 
a w a y at our plantat ions, a n d in I ran in 
1950 the C I A over th rew Mossadegh to 
p r e v e n t nat ional izat ion of the oil industry . 
In the Domin ican Republic w e let Bosch 
fa l l because he proposed to keep collecti
v i zed the s u g a r plantations fo rmer l y 
owned by the deposed Truj i l io f ami l y . 
O u r in ter ference is a lmost n e v e r of the 
openness of the Domin ican a f f a i r - g e n e 
ra l l y our d ip lomacy , mi l i tary a id , threats 
of sanctions by internat ional banking in
stitutions which we dominate , a n d political 
meddl ing of the cover t and c landest ine 
va r i e t i e s wi l l do the trick. Of course , none 
of these weapons o re used aga inst the 
r eg ime of South Af r i ca , w h e r e the annua l 
rote of return on our $500 mil l ion worth 
of investments is ove r 20^. In foct, the 
U.S. banking community together w i t h 
the Internat ional Moneta ry Fund actua l ly 
ba i l ed out that country dur ing its 1961 
f inanc ia l cr is is . 

Stable day-to-day politics. This turns out to 
be c set of dubious f r eedoms , like the 
f reedom from strikes, the f reedom f rom 
o v e r l y harsh press cr i t ic ism, the f reedom 
f rom p a r l i a m e n t a r y opposit ion, etc. The 
T h e Corporac ion M i n e r a de Bo l i va 
( C O M I B O L ) ploced the fol lowing ad in 
the N e w York Times: 

"The first stage / in the recent history 
of the Tin mines/ began in October 3 1 , 
1952 , w h e n the mines we re nQtionolized. 

"With the a d v e n t of the Mi l i ta ry Junto 
/ in 1964/ , C O M I B O L ente red into the 
second phase of Its ex istence. Under the 
Pres idency of a dist inguished and dynamic 
Bo l i v i an A r m y Co lone l and top manage
ment of a wel l-known A m e r i c a n Eng ineer , 
this enormous mining enterpr i se . . . today 
offers on ent i re ly new perspect ive . 
T h e i r ma in o b j e c t i v e is to t ransform 
C O M I B O L intoo prof i table industr ia l enter
pr i se . . . 

"Labor union a r r o g a n c e exerc ised by 
Communis t s has been abo l i shed . 

"The pr inc ip le of author i ty has been 
f i rm ly establ i shed . . . 

"The new economic a n d f inanc ia l out
look offered today by C O M I B O L , and the 
advan tageous terms of Bo l i v i a ' s Invest
ment Law sanct ioned b y t h e M i l i t a r y J u n t o , 
have prompted fore ign and local capital 
to boost Bo l i v ia ' s mining act iv i t ies . . ." 
In country after country in the under
d e v e l o p e d wor ld w e support right-wing 
dictatorships of the most brutal .kind; we 
outfit their a r m i e s , encourage U. S . busi
nesses to invest there , underwr i te their 
budgets , a n d otherwise t reat them like 
honest and forthr ight par tners in progress . 
Of the scores of mi l i tary juntas and dic
tators in the wor ld , only Pakistan a n d 
Egypt can e v e n make the excuse of using 
their power for economic deve lopment . 

These prob lems ore deepen ing , just 
as the hope of reso lv ing them becomes 
p rogres s i ve l y d i m m e r . The quest ions of 
our t imes o re not: is A m e r i c a the foe of 
change? or, is there a need for revolut ion? 
W e know the answer s to these . But w e 

cold war ideology 
must g rapp le with the growing g a p be
tween rich and poor countr ies ond the lack 
of progress toward economic deve lop
ment, the inc reas ing i r r e l e v a n c e of these 
countr ies to A m e r i c a n prosper i ty , and the 
growing number of setbacks Incur red by 
the polit ical e lements in the Third Wor ld 
which h a v e been in the l eader sh ip of re
vo lut ion . 

The Prospects For Economic Change 

The maintenance of the status quo social 
re lat ions In the unde rdeve loped wor ld has 
been a c h i e v e d bas ica l ly through the export 
of p r i m a r y commodit ies to the industr ia l 
regions of the wor ld . The r e v e n u e s neces
sary for mainta in ing conse rva t i ve reg imes 
in power have come from taxes on reve
nues f rom these export p roductsondf rom the 
sale of concessions for their exploi tat ion. 
The dependence cannot be over-exagge
ra ted ; in V e n e z u e l a , oil r e v e n u e s , which 
account f o r 92% of f o r e i g n exchange , 
accounted for approx imate ly two-thirds of 
the 1962 notional budget. The abi l i ty to 
import , espec ia l l y to import luxury consu
mer goods, r e p a y fore ign loans, and other
wise "car ry on'' economica l l y is h inged ir
r e v o c a b l y to these products in these so-called 
hacienda-export economies . Typica l ly this 
is a dependence on one or two i tems; in 
Latin A m e r i c a , the a v e r a g e proport ion of 
export r e v e n u e s d e r i v e d f rom the country 's 
s ingle lead ing export is we l l o v e r 50%. And 
so f luctuations in the commodity pr ices a re 

of crit ical importance to the stabil ity of 
these reg imes . Cof fee and sugar pr ices have 
often f luctuated by as much as 50% in one 
y e o r . M o r e o v e r , there has been in the 
post-war e r a a g e n e r a l ove ra l l tendency to 
depress the prices of these commodit ies , 
a phenomenon which Raul Prebisch, in his 
report as S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to the U N Con
fe rence on Trade and Deve lopment (U N C D ) , 
identi f ied as • mojor cause of the increas ing 
gap between the rich and poor nat ions . The 
United States is the lead ing opponent of 
internat ional stabi l ization and regulat ion of 
commodity pr ices ; this Is portly due to a 
des i re to protect domestic industr ies , and 
part ly to our unwi l l ingness to cut into the 
profits made by the A m e r i c a n f i rms who 
do the import ing, or e v e n to pass the added 
costs on to A m e r i c a n consumers . The Indus
tr ia l ized countr ies gene ra l l y support this 
pol icy , inc luding, as C u b a ond Roman ia 
point out, the Sov ie t Un ion , which uses the 
p reva i l i ng wor ld market pr ices in re lat ions 
to its a l l i e s . 

But it is the despera te need to defend the 
pr ices of tradit ional exports that led to the 
format ion of what became known as the bloc 
of 7 5 at the U N t rade conference in 1964. 
For the most part these a re reg imes without 
the slightest interest in attacking the deepe r 
prob lems of land distr ibut ion, or of dis
courag ing U, S . i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e i r c o u n f r l e s . 
But they recognize the inc reas ing ly marg ina l 
economic role of the Third W o r l d : whi le 
exports throughout the wor ld rose by 7 . 1 % 
form 1950-62, exports f rom the 3 rd W o r l d 
rose by 3.4%. A n d , their sha re of wor ld 
t rade fel l f rom 32% to 2 1 % . And this reflects 
not only the deter iorat ion in the terms of 
t rade effecting the va lue of exports , b u t the 
fact that the underdeve loped countr ies o re 
supply ing a decreas ing share of p r i m a r y pro
ducts as deve loped countr ies become less 
dependent through technological a d v a n c e s . 
And a l though deve lopments such as the 
coffee a g r e e m e n t in A f r i ca and the Latin 
A m e r i c a n and Cent ra l A m e r i c a n F ree Trade 
A r e a s a r e a d m i r a b l e , they o r e a minor 
re l ief to the ma jor pattern of t rade re lat ions 
which go between indiv idual underdeve
loped countr ies ; between 1952 and 1960, 
according to U N C T D , whi le the vo lue of 
internat ional t rade was increas ing by 7 . 1 % , 
the v a l u e of t rade omong the countr ies of 
the Third W o r l d inc reased 1.8%. 

If the t rade picture holds little prospect 
of eas ing the despera te pover ty of the 
Third W o r l d , the v is tas for industr ia l deve
lopment can hard ly be said to be hopeful . 
W h a t i n d u s t r i a l deve lopment does take 
place wi l l do so aga inst the bockdrop of 
rap id ly i n c r e a s i n g populat ion and labor 
force . By the y e a r 2 0 0 0 , the populat ion of 

the poor countr ies wi l l more than double 
reach ing 4 b l l l i o n . New indus t r i e s , espec ia l l y 
if they o re modern ly equipped and if they 
rep lace m o r e pr imi t ive labour- intens ive ec
onomic oc l iv i ty , wi l l not h a v e a marked 
effect on emp loyment for y e a r s to come. 
Thus, as has happened in the last decade , 
new populat ion wi l l hove to be emp loyed in 
agr icu l ture in order to a v o i d s tarvat ion or 
it wi l l accumulate in the s lums of the cit ies. 

It is impossible t o a v o i d the conclusion that 
the major stumbling-block to progress in 
the Third W o r l d is the w a y inequal i ty is so 
thoroughly the pr inc ip le of economic struc
ture . In the agr icu l tura l s e c t o r t h i s l s g l a r i n g . 

The productivity of both land and labor 
o re low in the Third Wor ld due to these 
structural cons iderat ions . The Food andAgr i -
cul ture Organ i za t ion , h o w e v e r , est imates 
that ove r half the wor ld 's populat ion suffers 
f rom hunger or cr ippl ing malnutr i t ion . In 
Latin A m e r i c a , only th ree countr ies con 
c la im that m e r e than fifty percent of the i r 
agr icu l tura l population ore owners of their 
own land or e v e n tenants or co-op member s 
or workers on their own account . The extent 
of out-and-out peonage is fur ther i l lustrated 
by the fact G e r o s l records that in 1961 
1.2% of the forms accounted for 71.6% of 
form land , not counting C u b a and Bo l i v i a . 
( Even counting them in , the top 1.5% of 
the f a rms account for 65% of the land.) The 
output on the la rge estates is v e r y low. 
O the r consequences in a g r a r i a n society of 
this maldistr ibut ion resu l t f rom the monopoly 
on polit ical power of the o l igarchy , who 
spend OS little as possible on schools there
by perpetuat ing I l l i teracy which retards sig
nif icantly a n y agr icu l tura l deve lopment -
a n d other social investment in health and 
communicat ions . W h e r e land re forms h o v e 
been enacted , it has become impera t i ve 
to supplement them with i m p r o v e d roods 
and w i t h the dis i r ibut ion of agr i cu l tura l 
equ ipment to the peasants , thereby r e v e a l 
i n g h o w u n d e r d e v e l o p e d the a g r i c u l t u r a l ec
onomy hos been . 

Another d ramat i c demonst rat ion of the 
structural causes of continued p o v e r t y i n t h e 
Third W o r l d ~ in this cose the fore ign owner
ship of land - is p rov ided by the fruit 
t r ade . Latin A m e r i c a grows 70%ofthe wor ld 's 
bananas , and sel ls half of these a b r o a d . 
But only o minor proport ion of the profits 
~ under 30% - end up in the budgets of 
the gove rnments concerned ; most ot it is 
re ta ined by United Fru i t , and to a lesser 
extent, S tandord Fruit . In addi t ion , United 
Fru i t owns the ra i l roads and t ro l leys and 
shipping f leet and seve ra l ports . 

The o l igarch ies which dominate the coun
tr ies of Latin A m e r i c a , A f r i ca , and A s i a , 
• r e ha rd ly CoIv in i s t s , re invest ing the money 
they e a r n e d in further deve lopment . O n the 
cont ra ry , Ibn Soud with his f leet of Cad i l l acs 
is the model for the poor half of the w o r l d . 
A v e r y sl im proport ion of property income 
gets r e inves ted ; the l eve l of consumption is 
v e r y h igh, as is the proport ion of sav ings 
s a v e d in Swiss banks . Because the gove rn
ments o re f i rmly in the hands of the r ich, 
the highest tax a Latin A m e r i c a n country 
l ev i e s on its r ichest income bracket is 37% 
(and evas ion is r i fe) . 

A m e r i c a n policy dec idedly Is not deter
mined on the bas is of a sympathet ic re
sponse to these d i l e m m a s . Wi tness the fate 
of Ches te r Bowles , who did recognize the 
"revolut ion of r is ing expectations"; he was 
g i v e n the post of Under Sec re ta ry of State 
for Polltical Af fa i rs under Kennedy but was 
quickly sidetrocked when it became c lear 
his v iews w e r e eccentr ic . O r the fate o f t h e 
A l l i ance for P rogress , not a deve lopment 
p rogram at a l l ( i t s s m a l l d e v ^ o p m e n t a l l o c o -
tions represent no inc rease in funds o v e r 
the E i senhower y e a r s ) , but an inc reased 
effort to promote f inanc ia l stabil ity though 
softer ~ lower- interest - loans in f r iendly 
countr ies . T h e capital improvements w e 
h o v e f inanced include new roads to United 
Fruit p lantat ions , docks for our tankers in 
V e n e z u e l a ' s ports , etc. 

The motivat ion behind our fore ign policy 
is exp la ined to a cons iderab le extent by 
the needs of our economic e m p i r e . Fore ign 
investments constitute 5% of a l l U. S. in
vestment ; but br ing in 1 1 % of our profits. 
Investments in unde rdeve loped countr ies 
account for 2% of a l l A m e r i c a n capita l at 

work, but 8% of profits. The S u r v e y of Cur
rent Bus iness of the Depar tment of Com
merce also tells us that the rate of return 
on investment in the 3 rd W o r l d is 15% a 
y e a r . O v e r half of our o v e r s e a s investment 
is in the control of 4 5 giant corporat ions . 
In 1960 , A m e r i c a w i thdrew $1.1 b i l l ion in 
profits and interest f rom South A m e r i c a , and 
sent In $1.0 bi l l ion in new pr ivate invest
ment and a l l public lending, a net capital 
d ro in . In 1964 , dea l ing with direct (not 
portfolio) investment in the whole Third 
Wor ld of $13 ,032 b i l l ion , we invested with 
new Pr iva te capital and re inves ted profits 
$687 mi l l ion in these countr ies , and repa
tr iated $2 ,179 mi l l ion f rom those countr ies 
in ea rn ings . This is not, h o w e v e r , a complete 
exp lanat ion , s i n c e the ml l i tance of our 
fore ign policy extends throughout the wor ld , 
into countr ies w h e r e our bus inessmen h a v e 
little or no inf luence or interests . 

THE D E F E A T O F N A T I O N A L I S M 

The wor ldwide design of A m e r i c a is the 
defeat of independent forces , a n d th i sdes ign 
is be ing ca r r i ed out in the Sixties with re
markab le success. I t w a s a r o u n d the t ime that 
our generat ion came to an a w a r e n e s s of 
fore ign policy ~ with the Boy of Pigs in
vas ion - that the men of power w e r e re
cognizing that the rea l threat to U . S . interests 
came from the u n d e r d e v e l o p e d w o r l d , not 
Russ ia . Together with this recognit ion c a m e 
exper imentat ion with counter- insurgency , 
re-odjustment of the defense mach ine ry to 
meet l imited wars , and a new polit ical rhe
toric. The Johnson Admin is t ra t ion has re l ied 
h e a v i l y on a r m e d forces in V i e t n a m , but its 
use of the C I A a n d other instruments has 
been ex tens ive and ef fect ive . 

There hos been no t idal w a v e of revo lu
tion. E v e r y style of revo lu t ionary l eadersh ip , 
f rom the most rad ica l Chinese-sty le insur
genc ies , to mass communist part ies , t o o n e -
p c t y n a t i o n a l i s t r e g i m e s , to const t tut ionc l i s t 
re fo rmers , t iove been deal t defeats at ttie 
hand of t h e i r o w n d o m e s t i c r e a c t i o n a r i e s a n d 
A m e r i c a n power . 

Defeats for the left have taken a number 
of forms . They inc lude : Foreign Armies. In 
V iet N a m , it is c l e a r t o e v e r y o n e , the reg ime 
would not lost 0 minute beyond the withdraw
al of U. S. forces . The size o f the A m e r i c a n 
troop commitment has been steadi ly escol-
oted to meet the n e e d , and constitute o 
v i r tua l occupying force , committed to stay 
there until the NLF is ob l i terated . The guer
r i l la w a r in the countrys ide has been con
ta ined, to a l l a p p e a r a n c e s . By their pre
sence, South V i e t n a m e s e gove rnment fo r ces 
h a v e been f r eed to defeat neutral ist up
r is ings among the students a n d Buddhists 
- a setback as we l l to the NLF ' s st rategy. 
Whi le in V i e t - N a m , U.S. p lanes h o v e been 
a v a i l a b l e to strafe emplacements of left-
wing Pathet Lao forces In Loos, wh ich have 
in the post, by v i r tue of coal i t ion with neu
tral ists , t r ied to keep control of the country 
out of the hands of the CIA-fed G e n . Nosa-
v a n . 

That our f ighting-men a r e useful aga inst 
the non-Communist left as wel l was demon
strated in the Domin ican Republ ic , when a 
group of nat ional ist mi l i tary men at the 
head of a constitutionalist popular revo l t in 

(cont. on page 22) 
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the capita l chased the local gorilas (apes , 
Latin term for junta g e n e r a l s ) o n t o a n i s l a n d . 
U. S . troops a long with token contingents 
f rom mi l i tary reg imes in Latin A m e r i c a kept 
law a n d o r d e r wh i le the pol ice forces a n d 
hoodlum squads of the old junto te r ror i zed 
the left, ja i l ing a n d assass inat ing so m a n y 
on a sca le so remin iscent of Truj i l io (who 
ki l led o v e r 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 people in his 3 2 y e a r s ) 
that the countrys ide voted for the r?ght-wing 
Pres ident ia l candidate In the hope of a 
return of stabi l i ty . 

Another mi l i tary operat ion thotsucceeded 
was the sending of Brit ish troops to East 
A f r i ca in 1965 after the independence of 
Zanz iba r r e v e a l e d o revo lu t iona ry r e g i m e . 
These troops gua ran teed aga ins t troop re
volts in K e n y a and Uganda . M e r c e n a r i e s . 
In the case of a genu ine c iv i l wa r , the 
addit ion of t ra ined fore ign troops can be 
cr i t ical ly important . In the Congo , w h e r e the 
U. S . s e r v e d as paymas te r , white mercena
r ies put down the S imba upr is ing (which had 
a Lumumbist polit ical f l avor ing ) in a f ierce 
reminder that E u r o p e a n s h a v e a l w a y s out
done A f r i cans in torture and bruta l i ty . 

Mossacre . The worst massac re s ince Hit ler 
has been perpet rated in Indones ia , ogoinst 
the Communis ts (PKI) and sympath i ze r s . 
O v e r 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 l i ves h a v e been taken since 
the October 1st, 1965 abor t ive Co lone l s 
upr is ing , which the G e n e r a l s p inned on the 
innocent PKI . The new reg ime , in addit ion 
to mov ing toward peace with M a l a y s i a , has 
dec la red a policy of hospital ity to fore ign 
capi ta l . This is r e n e w e d test imony to the 
weaknesses of • left In on unde rdeve loped 
country w h e r e the means of v io lence hove 
been built up e i ther through externa l influ
ence (like U.S. mi l i tary aid) or mi l i ta ry ad
ventures of the reg ime . Other massac res 
hove been perpet rated in the Sixt ies , includ
ing a s imi la r , though sma l l e r , Bo'athist purge 
of Communis ts in I raq . The technique is be
coming uncomfortably convent iona l in the 
modern wor ld , used by a l l s ides. The State 
Depar tment , of course , doesn't sponsor such 
act ion. But the absence of a n y , e v e n mi ld , 
d i sapprova l for this moss murder d e p r i v e s 
the U.S. of the right to stand on the wor ld 
stage and condemn, on the bas is of g e n e r a l 
human i ta r i an pr inc ip les , the v io lence of par
ties we happen to oppose. What end could 
our leaders possibly imagine to justify such 
means? 

Police force. G u e r r i l l a efforts o re in bad 
shape throughout the Third Wor ld . A n y ex
pectation (fostered by the v ictory of Cas t ro 
•ga ins t the tottering Batista rule) that the 
Latin A m e r i c a n anc ien r eg ime was fore
doomed should be la id to rest , in V e n e -
zuelo , w h e r e 70% of the populat ion is in 
cit ies, urban gue r r i l l a s h a v e been turned 
back and forced into the h i l l s , whi le left-
w ing C o n g r e s s m e n and students h o v e been 
shot down in the streets . The F A L N guer
r i l las talk of a lO-yeor fight. In C o l o m b i a , 
w h e r e U.S. Spec ia l Forces t ra in the pol ice , 
"pocificotion" has e l im ina ted polit ical ban
dits, and the revo lu t ionary pr iest Torres has 
been assass ina ted . The some story seems to 
hold for Pe ru a n d Braz i l . In these countr ies 
w h e r e mi l i tary reg imes mainta in s t r l c torder , 
the best that can be hoped for is a kind of 
Polit ical C y c l e in which the left-wing Oppo
sition a l te rnates between open and par l ia
menta ry struggle when it can , and the bui ld
ing of a peasant base w h e n urban activity 
is ou t l awed . 

B loody g u e r r i l l a w a r s o re taking place In 
Por tuguese Af r i ca at the present t ime, but 
the chance of v ic tory for the A f r i cans has 
been d imin i shed by the es tab l i shment of on 
Independent racist reg ime in Rhodes ia , ond 
the new legit imacy of Apa r the id in South
west A f r i ca . In other countr ies w h e r e guer
r i l la movements h a v e the strength of long 
Struggle (that is a par t ia l explanat ion o f t h e 
tenacity of the N L F in V i e tnam] , such as 
G u a t e m a l a ond Phi l ippines , the r e g i m e s a r e 
under some s t ra in . 

Local mi l i ta ry coups. O n e of the chiefs of 
the U.S. mi l i tary mission in U ruguay told 
John G e r o s s i : "Don't w o r r y . The new Uru
g u a y a n a r m y has been we l l indoctr inated, 
espec ia l l y the off icers . Wha teve r they do, if 
they seize power , they ' l l be with us. When 
I f irst came he re , I was v e r y dep res sed 
about the a r m y . The b o y s l o o k e d l i k e o b u n c h 
of boys , a n d they didn't g i ve a damn about 
what the g o v e r n m e n t w a s do ing . N o w they 
ca re enough to keep it in line . . . That s 
my do ing , in part ot least . 

U.S . fore ign policy has been we l l s e r v e d 
by the off icers of three continents . Coups 
hove d isp laced m o r e than a dozen inde
pendent nat ional ist reg imes , some elected 
a n d some persona l r eg imes represent ing the 
movement that ended colonia l i sm in those 
countr ies . If the ea r l y sixties w e r e a per iod 
ot exuberant asser t ion of 'posit ive neutra l 
ism"-- the activist of nonol igned nations med
dl ing aga inst the Co ld War ~ the late sixties 

seem to be the defeat of the f irst g e n e r a 
tion of nat ional i s t l eade r sh ip . 

In G h a n a , Nkurmoh has f a l l en , and his 
reg ime ' s corrupt ion is be ing exposed e v e r y 
d a y . Independent fo re ign pol ic ies h a v e been 
w iped out in Latin A m e r i c a , with the fal l of 
Q u a d r o s a n d then G o u l a r t f rom coups in 
B raz i l , and the coups in Bo l i v i a , Ecuador , 
A r g e n t i n a . Ben Be l la has fa l len f rom a coup 
at the hands of G e n . Boumed ienne . O the r 
mi l i tary juntas h o v e succeeded neutra l i s t 
r eg imes In D a h o m e y , Congo (B razzav i l l e ) , 
and R w a n d a . The coups in the Middle East 
hove been too numerous to fol low, wh i le 
Socia l ist r eg imes h a v e been d isp laced , a n d 
N a s s e r has been isolated in Egypt . 

Al though the most notable Nat icno l l s t a u 
thor i tar ian reg imes h a v e p r o v e d m o r e vu l 
ne rab l e than would h a v e been expected, 
other styles h a v e not fored any better . At
tempts to ga in power through e lectora l 
means h o v e been thwarted in a number 
of countr ies : in G u y a n a , the Brit ish g e r r y 
m a n d e r e d the leg is la ture and s t i r red up 
inter-rac ia l hostility t o d e p r i v e C h e d d i J o g a n 
of a chance to ru le . In C h i l e , w h e r e il l i
terates cannot vote , the Socia l i s t-Communist 
e lectora l a l l i ance fa i led to elect A l l e n d c to 
the Pres idency in • two-way 1964 contest 
with the Chr i s t i an Democra t F re i , backed 
by right-wing m o n e y . 

The upshot of a l l these defeats is tha t the 
mil i tant w ing of the Organ i za t ion of A f r i can 
Unity is now composed of G u i n e a , Tan
z a n i a , a n d M a l i , a lmost a lone . O f the six 
reg imes that voted abstent ions on the 
Amer i con proposal to eject C u b a f rom the 
O A S , four h a v e fa l l en to mi l i tary coups, 
l eav ing only Ch i le a n d Mexico with on in
dependent fore ign pol icy . Of the f irst gene
rat ion of nat ional ist l eaders , only N o s s e r , 
Toure , and Cas t ro r e m a i n . O n e min ima l 
condit ion for the at t ract iveness ot a model 
is success, and a l te rna t i ves to C h i n a and 
the A m e r i c o n Way become fewer a n d fewer 
as t ime goes by . 

One group of nat ions has been p a r a d e d 
by A m e r i c a n l ibera l s as a genu ine o l te rna-
t i ve : it inc ludes Ind ia , V e n e z u e l a , Puerto 
Rico, and somet imes Fo rmosa a n d J a p a n . 
F o r m o s a , of course , is a dictatorship. J a p a n 
is a d e v e l o p e d country , w h e r e the old el i te 
took the leadersh ip In economic deve lop
ment . In India , V e n e z u e l a , and Puerto Rico, 
h o w e v e r , local capitol has been subordi
nated to fore ign capi ta l . In V e n e z u e l a s ince 
1957 G Soc ia l -Democrat ic banner f l ies f rom 
a reg ime that obeys the dictates of the coa

lition between fore ign oil interests and the 
local o l iga rchy . In Puerto Rico and India 
there i s , by contrast , a g r e a t d e a l of in
dust r ia l deve lopment , but this is contro l led 
by fore ign inves tors . In India local cap i 
talists o r ig ina l l y objected a n d had to be kept 
In l ine by the G o v e r n m e n t . In a l l three 
countr ies d e v e l o p m e n t is lopsided in the di
rect ion of high and fast profits, and socia l 
spending rema ins low. 

The late sixties m a y we l l be a new per iod 
of de feat for the rad ica l s throughout the 
wor ld . In the e a r l y f ift ies, when A m e r i c a 
w a s In a per iod of f r ig idi ty , things w e r e 
"closing down" as we l l In Russ ia ; these de
ve lopments fed on each other . Then Hun
g a r y , N a s s e r , Montgomery , A l a b a m a , the 
S o v i e t thaw, a n d a number of other deve lop
ments forced the wor ld open to change . 
The possibi l i t ies for change in A m e r i c a a re 
re la ted to the fortunes of popu la r forces in 
the Third Wor ld . This re lat ionship is not the 
romant ic hope held by some A m e r i c a n "left
ists" of a n ant i- imper ia l i s t w o r l d , led by 
C h i n e , sur rounding and isolat ing A m e r i c a , 
the c i tadel of wo r ld react ion . Rather , It is a 
comp lementa ry re lat ionship ; m a n y of the 
e n e m i e s a r e the same , a n d m a n y of the 
issues a r e p a r a l l e l , A ma jor u n a n s w e r e d 
quest ion is the rea l dependence of A m e r i 
can corporate enterpr i se on fore ign invest
ment opportuni t ies ; a d e e p e r understanding 
of that complex subject might g i ve some 
direct ion to our st rategy. 

The fa i lu re to d e v e l o p economic indepen
dence and the fa i lu re to ma inta in polit ical 
independence a l so indicate that the next 
genera t ion of rad ica l s wi l l h o v e to make 
a more fundamenta l assessment of econo
mic power-re lat ionsh ips . It has been pr i 
m a r i l y A m e r i c a n efforts that h o v e n a r r o w e d 
the range of choices open to deve lop ing 
countr ies . To res t ra in A m e r i c a n rapocious-
ness must continue to be the first a i m of our 
efforts ; but secondly , we want to press for a 
fo re ign pol icy of encou ragement to popular 
ru le ond economic deve lopment . 

11. t h e d o m e s t i c c r i s i s o f p o v e r t y a n d r a c i s m 
The l ibera l domestic p r o g r a m is a wash

out, and v i s ib ly so. Symbol i zed by the sput
ter ing w a r on pover ty , the potpourr i of na
t ional p rog rams introduced in the Sixt ies has 
hod little impact on rac i sm, none whatso
e v e r on the economics of inequal i ty and of 
pover ty . Despite the o v e r w h e l m i n g support 
in the 89th Congress , Pres ident Johnson 's 
w e l f a r e p r o g r a m inc ludes 1.3 bi l l ion for the 
"war on poverty" , 1.3 bi l l ion for e l e m e n 
tary and secondary schools, half • b i l l ion 
for new health p rograms , the extension of 
social secur i ty to c o v e r hospital izat ion a n d 
some doctor bi l ls , and under half a mi l l ion 
for the demonstrat ion cit ies housing pro
g r a m that still hasn't passed . This effort adds 
up to less than the new spending on the wa r , 
a n d amounts to less than one-sixth of this 
y e a r ' s increase in the G r o s s Nat iona l Pro
duct. The feeb leness of this effort costs con
s ide rab le doubt on the abil i ty of l ibera l 
forces to br ing about e v e n the min imum 
standards of a w e l f a r e state. In the e y e s 
of many A m e r i c a n s , this is a c r i s i s . 

In one sense , capi ta l i sm con so lve a n y 
o f its problems . There is a m p l e theoret ica l 
reason to a rgue thatthe ex t remes of pover ty 
in A m e r i c a could be a l l e v i a ted as they hove 
been in cap i ta i i s i v Sweden , and that rac i sm 
could be broken down, as it is in C a n a d a 
or F rance . We a r e w a r y of re l y ing on the 
system's workings to produce Its c r i s i s ; the 
rad ica l s who sa id U. S . capi ta l i sm couldn't 
r e cove r f rom the Depress ion or accommo
d a t e industr ia l unionism or coexist w i t h 
the Sov iet Union have been p roven wrong . 
But the wil l to so lve nat ional problems 

doesn' t a p p e a r automat ica l ly among the na
t ion's l eader sh ip when the p rob lems a r e 
ident i f ied. Rhetor ica l a n d token!stic re
sponses hove been made lo pover ty and 
rac i sm , but A m e r i c a does not s e e m about 
to dea l ser ious ly with them . There is in
c reas ing motion a round these issues , of peo
ple to whom rhetor ica l gestures on ly re in
forces the des i re to ach ieve rea l solutions. 

The pers is tence of pover ty a n d racism is 
reach ing a cr is is , as exempl i f ied in the ur
ban d is turbances of 1965 and 1 9 6 6 i n N e g r o 
and Puerto Rican ghettoes. A recess ion has 
been posponed by a tax cut a n d the w a r in 
V i e t n a m , but these solutions a r e br ing ing 
g row ing inf lat ion. N o n e of the l ibe ra l pro
g r a m s promises a redistr ibution of income; 
the d iv i s ion by which the top f i ve percent 
get 20% each y e a r , and the bottom 20% 
get f i ve per cent of the nat ion's income re
ma ins intact. Most poignant of oil is the cut
back in w a r on pover ty itself affecting the 
c rea t i ve e lements f i rst . This pa lpab le fa i lu re 
of A m e r i c a n l ibera l i sm demands a n exp lana
tion; the demand Is be ing mode by gang 
kids in Ch i cago who thought the "war" meant 
a decent job, and by middle-class whi tes 
who thought the C i v i l Rights bi l l would pur
chase rac ia l h a r m o n y . 

With the exception of the c iv i l r ights laws , 
the cur rent package is a watered-down ver
sion of the Fa i r D e a l of H a r r y T ruman which 
w a s defeated by the Dixecrot-Republ ican 
coal i t ion for two decades . Lyndon Johnson , 
to his credit , got it through, because he put 
together a notional coalit ion in the wake of 
the Assass inat ion that stretched f rom Henry 

Ford to Mart in Luther K ing . The e lements 
of the bus iness communi ty which Johnson 
brought as re in forcements to the l ibera l s 
who had been unsuccessful for decades left 
the i r impr int on the leg is la t ive package. The 
p r o g r a m for jobs became a tax cut with 
cons ide rab le incent ivefor capital Inves tment 
a n d h e a v y consumer purchases a i m i n g at 
end ing joblessness t h r o u g h trickle-down 
effects. In the place of the 1948 bi l l for 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e health insurance w e have 
Med i ca re to pay most of thecostsof a month 
of hospita l izat ion, some of the costs of ex
tended hospital s tays , and re imburs ing cer
tain bi l ls for doctor v is i ts . The pub l i chous ing 
p r o g r a m has been faithful to its purpose of 
bui ld ing for low income people , but Congress 
has imposed o max imum of 3 5 , 0 0 0 units a 
y e a r ; a demonstrat ion cit ies p r o g r a m intro
duced af ter Watts a ims of a 52.3 bi l l ion 
author izat ion to be sp read o v e r four y e a r s 
a n d among seventy c it ies . 

The nature of the g o v e r n i n g coal it ion has 
had a further impact since the inception of 
the w a r , wh ich brought the a i rc ra f t a n d 
other right-wing manufoc tu re r s in to the John-
son camp, and a l i e n a t e d cons iderab le 
l ibera l support . They seem to r e g a r d the 
w a r itself a s on adequate p rogram to get 
N e g r o kids out of the s lums and engaged in 
useful work. But the b l ame should not be 
p laced on the r ight-wingers or Johnson ex
c lus i ve l y ; a h e a v y proport ion must be as
s igned to the e x h a u s t i o n o f t h e l ibera l 
imaginat ion . L ibera ls w e r e a s s igned towrite_ 
the p r o g r a m ; l ibera l s in C o n g r e s s w e r e 
g i v e n the job of voting for the p r o g r a m . 

W h e n Senator Long (La.) and Ribicoff (Ct.) 
p roposed to makeMed ica re ' shosp i ta i i za t ion 
scheme unl imited in durat ion , In o rde r not 
to put old folks out on the street w h e n they 
went b roke , a n d to make the bu rden of 
contr ibut ing to the p rogram's fund slightly 
l ighter on the poor , the A F L - C I O lobbyists 
• n d the bi l l ' s l i be ra l backers rounded up 
the negat i ve votes . W h e n Senator G o r e 
(Tenn.) and P roxmi re (Wise.) attacked the 
tax bi l l as • bus inessmen ' s b i l l , the l ibera l 
Democra t i c l eader sh ip saw to it that their 
a m e n d m e n t s w e r e o v e r w h e l m i n g l y bea ten . 
The War on Pover ty once aga in demons
trates this point most d ramat i ca l l y , for l iber
a l Intel lectuals w e r e q i ven the total ass ign
ment for wr i t ing it up and shaping it. Out of 
that effort we h a v e a pre-schoo! p r o g r a m , 
addi t iona l corps of social worke r s , a Job 
Corps which has t ra ined 5 , 385 kids and 
placed 23 .5% in jobs, and job re t ra in ing of 
much the some pitiful sca le . Because l iber
a l s w e r e not p r o p o s i n g a p r o g r o m f o r e q u o l i -
ty, or economic democ racy , they p e r c e i v e d 
no contradict ion a m o n g the forces a r r a y e d 
beh ind the p r o g r a m . 

The pover ty w a r r i o r s b e l i e v e that change 
should be m a n a g e d , and pe r ce i ve n o j d e o -
iogicol d imens ions to the management . So 
they o r e content with o v e r a l l increases in 
publ ic sector spend ing ; the Appa loch i a pro
g r a m of 51.1 b i l l ion o v e r six y e a r s Is ha i led 
a l though o v e r three-quar ters o f t h e money 
wi l l be spent bui ld ing roads . Thetr ickle-down 
approach f l ies in the face of the ev idence 
of the existence of on underc lass a s a fea-

(coat. on page 23) 



(coot, from page 22) 
ture of our social structure. 

The schools of the poor ne ighborhoods 
condemn the young people to pover ty ; medi
an I Q in Cen t ra l H a r l e m dec l ines f rom 90 .6 
in 3 rd g rade to 87 .7 in 8th g r a d e . Health 
c a r e is a lmost without exception based on 
the abi l i ty to pay , and u rban fami l i e s with 
income under $3000 a v e r a g e $175 in ex
penses , w h e r e fami l ies ea rn ing o v e r $7 ,500 
con spend $557, and have less n e e d . Sma l l 
wonder that upward mobil ity is so sl ight; 
8 1 % of m a n u a l workers a r e sons of manua l 
workers , a n d the size of the populat ion un
der $3000 a n n u a l income w a s reduced o tan 
a n n u a l rote of under 1% between 1957 a n d 
1963 . The we l f a re system further re inforces 
the b a r r i e r s of the underc lass by produc
ing dependency ; one mi l l ion fami l ies on re
lief stay on at the wh im ot w e l f a r e worke r s 
and "wel fare invest igators" , o n d a r e regular
ly d e p r i v e d of the benefits entit led them 
under the law that might buy a re f r ige ra
tor , or enab le them to resist sending the 
kids to beg for empty pop bottles. Despite 
the w a r a n d the tax cut, unemp loyment re
mains at 3.9%, to which must be added 
another 1% as the full-time equ iva lent of 
part-time unemployment , a n d close to 2% 
represent ing unemployed not counted in the 
labor force , e i ther because they have"d rop-
ped o u f of the statistics because of fhe con
tinued difficulty of rega in ing work, o r be
cause they h a v e n e v e r en te red the labor 
market because they know the teenage job
less rote is about one in s e v e n . The A m e r i -
CGI we l f a re state is o middle-class we l f a re 
state, as exempl i f ied In the housing pro
g r a m , In which mostly middle- income con
struction Is supported , and by which less 
poor people have been housed than dis
p laced . 

A p rogram to dea l with pover ty must ap
proach it as a c lass phenomenon , and recog
nize that a little bit m o r e of what w e h a v e 
seen so for , plus some adv i ce centers and 
some trickle-down employment , wi l l h a v e 
no impoct. The talk of g u a r a n t e e d a n n u a l 
income, and for a decent min imum is a be
g inn ing . These would meet part of the prob
lem , although it is ea sy to v i sua l i ze s lum
lords m e r e l y jacking up rents without im
prov ing the bui ldings ; unless the increoses 
a r e l a rge , inf lat ion may nul l i fy them. In the 
A m e r i c a of the sixties, w e can understand 
no objection to making a n a n n u a l income of 
a m o d e s t but a d e q u a t e b u a g e t a v a i l a b l e to 
al l as a matter of human r ights ; this would 
v a r y between $4500 and $6000 according 
to the loco! cost of l i v ing . For the t ime be
ing , w e f avor extension of the m in imum 
w a g e to c o v e r a l l e m p l o y e e s a n d a $2 . mini
m u m . The legis lat ion pending in C o n g r e s s 
wou ld inc rease the c o v e r a g e f rom 63% to 
73% of nonsuperv i so ry employment , and 
o v e r a per iod of y e a r s v/ould ra i se the 
m in imum from $1.25 to $1 .75 , ba re l y above 
the official "subsistence" pover ty s tandard . 
A l s o , o v e r a mil l ion form workers wou ld 
Hnal ly be c o v e r e d , but their wage s tandard 
would only reach $1 .25 by 1970 , c l ea r l y 
a use less p roposa l . Instead of the present 
c o v e r a g e for 22% of se rv i ce workers and 
33% of reta i l workers , the bill wou ld cove r 
53% and 58% respect ive ly . But these com
promises do not impress us when w e rea
lize that it wou ld on ly take $15 bi l l ion a 
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y e a r of supp lementary income to ra i se a l l 
3 4 . 3 mil l ion poor to the $3150 subsistence 
l e v e l , and w e spend that amount in Viet-
N a m . 

Rac ism 
The C i v i l Rights Act was the one item in 

the LBJ domestic p rogram that went beyond 
l ibe ra l thinking of the late fort ies ; this Is 
ent i re ly attr ibutable to the new presence of 
powerfu l forces mobi l ized in the sixt ies. Yet 
in dea l ing with the problems of the N e g r o 
minor i ty , the society has been no more suc
cessful than in attacking pove r t y . Despite 
the for-reochlng integrat ion low of 1964 , 
school desegregat ion In the South has pro-
ceded on o token bas is , in the north it has 
been nonexistent ; the s lums h o v e r e m a i n e d 
the s a m e genera to r s of m i se ry a n d housing 
segregat ion r e m a i n s just about intact; mi l
l ions of N e g r o e s h a v e been reg is tered to 
v o l e but the condit ions that r ende r that vote 
power less r e m a i n ; unemployment r ema ins 
at Depress ion l eve l s in the ghetto. 

The enforcement of the C i v i l Rights Act 
has actual ly legit imized segregat ion in 
schools. The Off ice of Educat ion considers 
95% of southern school districts in compli
ance with the act, ye t only 6% of N e g r o 
school ch i ldren attended school with whi tes 
(182 ,767 out of o v e r 3 mil l ion) last school 
y e a r . The p rev ious y e a r the f igure w a s 
2.25%; South C a r o l i n a , Lou i s iana , A l a b a m a 
and Mississ ippi still haven ' t r eached that 
l e v e l . In A l a b a m a , the leading recalc i t rant 
with .43% of N e g r o e s in integrated schools , 
H E W cert i f ied 105 of 119 school districts. 
The enforcement prov is ion of cutting off 
F e d e r a l A id ( Fede ra l money accounts for 
about 10% of publ ic school budgets , a l though 
this is quite u n e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d o n d i s m u c h 
h igher in the South) wi l l be Invoked in 32 
school districts, a n d hear ings a r e u n d e r w a y 
in 31 others . 12 school-years after the "de
l iberate speed" S u p r e m e Cour t dec is ions , 
o v e r 65% of A m e r i c a n N e g r o students a re 
in schools with o v e r 90% N e g r o e s . 

The pers is tence of h e a v y unemp loyment 
a m o n g N e g r o e s has not been a l l e v i a t e d by 
the fa i r emp loyment prov is ions of the C i v i l 
Rights Act ; this should not h a v e been antici
pated in any cose. But the st rategy of fight
ing unemployment through g e n e r a l business 
prosper i ty runs afoul of deep ly ingra ined 
rac ism and other structural reasons , and 
continues to fa i l to tr ickle-down. T h e M o y n i -
bon Report est imated 140,000 unemp loved 
N e g r o men a r e not e v e n counted, on addi
t ional 2.5% on their jobless rote . With 4% 
unemp loyed In M a y , the rate for whi tes w a s 
3.5%, for N e g r o e s it wos 7.6%. The impact 
of inequal i ty in the economic sphere is most 
marked ly ap p a ren t in the rat io of Negro 
ea rn ings to white ea rn ings , which has fa l len 
to 55% from 60% in 1950 . 

A study of res ident ia l segregat ion based 
on 1960 census tracts y i e lded an 8 7 . 8 medi
a n index of res ident ia l segregat ion for 2 0 7 
c it ies , mean ing that 8 7 . 8 p e r c e n t o f N e g r o e s 
wou ld hove to be moved f rom the ghetto 
lo wh i l e ne ighborhoods to desegregate a l l 
hous ing . M o r e o v e r , the l a rge r fhe propor
tion of N e g r o e s in the city, the h igher the 
segregat ion index, reaching 90 .4 for the top 
fifth. Between 1950 and 1960 there w a s a 
dec l ine of 1.2 points in the nat ional m e d i a n , 
part ly due to the looseness of the housing 
market in the North and West. M a n y ap

parent ly integrated blocks o re blocks in ton-
sition f rom white occupancy to N e g r o oc
cupancy . 

There a r e now ove r 2 .4 mil l ion N e g r o e s 
reg is tered to vote in the South, a n inc rease 
to 46%. But the vote a lone has not, a n d 
wi l l not, br ing about • change in the con
ditions of life for black peop le . The e m e r g 
ing polit ical strategy sees middle-class 
N e g r o l eader sh ip bui ld ing a n a l l i ance with 
wh i l e modera te s f rom business and profes
s iona l c lasses to back white modera te candi
dates for the l a rger offices (Congress , G o v 
e rnor , city counci l in big cit ies) . It is in the 
interest of this coalit ion to bui ld a we l l -
oi led polit ical mach ine ; these h a v e started 
to o rgan ize the ghetto in Tennessee , Nor th 
C a r o l i n a , and e l s e w h e r e . iM ie re a n effec
t ive vo ice to art iculate the d imens ions of 
N e g r o pover ty hos a r i s e n , the coal it ion has 
been on opponent ; the symbol ic case is the 
unseat ing of Ju l i an Bond In the G e o r g i a 
leg i s la ture . The white power structure has 
re l inqu i shed its opposit ion to the symbols 
of integrat ion , but not its opposit ion to chang
ing the qual i ty of school ing, income, re la 
tions to the pol ice, and housing thot add up 
to day-to-day l ife. In this a neat para l l e l 
can be d rawn to Nor the rn cit ies. 

The e m e r g e n c e of on explicit commitment 
to "block power" responds direct ly tothe new 
situat ion. It a ims f i rst at the local offices 
which a r e within the g ra sp of fhe block vot
ers a n d which con make a g rea te r change 
in their l i ves than the rep lacement of a n old-
l ine Dix iecrot Senator with a new-style vote 
for moderat ion in Washington. 

SociaJ Control 
But in the absence of a rea l solution to 

these rea l p rob lems , A m e r i c a more a n d 
more re l ies on manage r i a l solutions of so
c ia l contro l . A n d in some cases these can 
h a v e w idesp read polit ical backing. To d e c ! 
with the nor thern ghetto, for instance, the 
police solution has a g rea t d e a l of popular i 
ty . E v e r y city has a t ra ined riot squad, r e a d y 
to put down a n y d i sorder by the mass i ve ap
pl icat ion of pol ice power . It is not surpr is
ing that this "solution" should be invoked , 
because cit ies h o v e u p to now s e e n t h e pol ice 
depar tment as a ma jor social agency for 
dea l ing wi ld the ghetto. Police brutal i ty is 
the da i ly exper ience tor o rd ina ry res idents 
of the ghetto ~ and this app l i es to u rban 
concentrat ions of poor people of a l l races . 
Not only hove pol icemen successful ly re-
s i s lea the instal lat ion of c i v i l i an r e v i e w pro
cedures of any kind, but a number of cities 
h a v e instituted "stop a n d frisk" pract ices that 
extend the unconstitutional interrogat ion 
pract ices r ight out on to the street . A poli
tical candidacy like that of Ronald R e a g a n , 
because of its ideological f lavor , deve lops 
popular support for t ightening up the mech
an isms of social control . 

There a r e other outstanding examp les . 
There is the we l f a re sys tem, in wh ich the 
most desperate poor o re subjected to con
stant su rve i l l ance , mora l i ty checkups, the 
possibi l ity of r e m o v a l f rom the w e l f a r e rol ls 
by unidentif ied crank cal ls accusing them of 
v io lat ions , a n d the same kindof dependence 
as that of a person on p a r o l e or probat ion. 
A mi l l ion fami l i e s a r e on public we l fo re , 
and the system is so degrad ing that on 
e q u a l number of fami l ies a r e e l ig ib le under 
p resent rules but e i ther fa i l to apply out of 

f ea r or pr ide , o r a r e den ied a id by the 
capr ic ious work ings of the sys tem. 

Anothe r inst rument of social control , a i m e d 
not just at poor people , is the publ ic school 
sys tem. The school system inculcates the 
dominant ideo logy , anx iet ies , and expecta
tions. It s e r ve s as d i sc ip l inar ian both by 
keeping kids off the street and in their seats , 
and by wie ld ing its a rb i t r a r y powers of 
g rad ing , black marks , suspens ion and ex
puls ion , to keep the kids in l ine . And it uses 
those instruments of disc ipl ine together with 
tests and other e v a l u a t i v e dev i ces to seg
regate the students occording to on e a r l y 
judgment of their potential a n d d e t e r m i n e 
the n iches a n d social class for the indiv idu
a l s in junior high school o r l se fore . Kids don't 
h a v e high expectat ions because the schools, 
insteod of f ree ing their human potent ia l , con
trol and reg iment and del imit that potent ia l , 
according to the needs of the society for 
workskl l ls of a l l kinds. 

Other public institutions o n d p r o g r a m s a r e 
opera ted a long the s a m e pattern ~ public 
housing combines the worst fea tures o f t h e 
school a n d we l fa re sys tems . Like the schools, 
it is full of counse l ing , gu idance , profes
s iona ls of a l l kinds who tell p e o p l e w h a t t h e y 
con do between what t imes in what rooms, 
a n d like we l f a re It has its own snooping 
a n d maintenance sys tem for kicking people 
out a n d thereby int imidat ing them wh i l e 
they ' r e in . This a l so crushes w h a t e v e r com
munity spirit might p r e v a i l . 

F ina l l y , there is the out-and-out mi l i tary 
solut ion. You send in the notional g u a r d 
w h e n marches in C a m b r i d g e , Md . , or up
r is ings in Watts of O m a h a or Ch i cago get 
out of hand ; you draft the kids into the 
A r m y to teach them disc ip l ine , a skill if they 
br ight , and to get them off the streets once 
a g a i n . A n d to do the country 's d y i n g for it. 

There is • homi ly that A m e r i c a has Socia l
ism for the rich (in terms of subsidies , con
tracts, ea sy tax pol icy , and the best publ ic 
schools a n d serv ices ) and F r e e En te rp r l se fo r 
the poor (in te rms of forcing the poor to 
compete tooth a n d nai l for a n y of the ad
van tages of the society that a r e left o v e r or 
that tr ickle down) . But the poor face in the 
instruments of social control at patchwork 
tota l i tar ian ism, and in the face of those con
ditions the response must be to organ ize for 
effective power . Port of the p rogram of move
ments must be nat ional ; a g u a r a n t e e d in
c o m e at on odequate l eve l of l iv ing . . . 13 
mil l ion units o i n e w housing to rep lace thai 
n u m b e r of substandard dwel l ing units. . .at 
least $20 bi l l ion a y e a r for schools , hos
pitals , recreat ion f ac i l i t l e s , ak indo f spend ing 
that wi l l c reate jobs for the present ly un
e m p l o y e d . But the rest of the p r o g r a m must 
be worked out in the exper ience of poor 
people confronting power loca l ly . The poor 
must be ab l e to control their local pol ice; 
they must hove a sha re in redes ign ing 
ne ighborhoods to make the new housing 
a r r a n g e m e n t s d e c e n t on e s ; p o I i t i c a I de-
cis ionrmaking must be decentra l i zed so that 
ef fect ive control of u rban p lann ing con be 
exerc i sed on a ne ighborhood bosis ; the 
schools must be t rans formed f rom discipl in
a r y institutions to agenc ies of l ea rn ing ; de
c is ions made p r i va te l y by the local power 
structure concern ing costs of publ ic uti l it ies, 
cha rges on l e n d i n g , urban r e n e w a l , etc . , 
must become part of local democrot ic de
c is ion-making. Pout Booth, 

/// the other american heritage 
"When the bread and butter problem is 
solved, and all men and women and 
children the world around are rendered 
secure from dread of war and fear of 
want, then the mind and the soul will be 
f r e e to develop as they never were 
before." " E u g e n e V . Debs 

A m e r i c a n history contains a v i ta l tradit ion 
of rad ica l s and radica l movements ; people 
hove known in each per iod that things w e r e 
fundamenta l l y w r o n g . The tradit ion includes 
a l ienated intel lectuals a n d mave r i ck poli
t ic ians ; it olso includes powerfu l moss move
ments . By plac ing ou r se l ve s f i rmly in this 
tradit ion w e wish it to be known that the 
fight aga inst corporate power and p r i v i l ege 
is r e sumed in our t ime. We toke up w h e r e 
others-populrsts a n d socio lists-1 eft off, ond 
take to hear t their bel ief in thecommon man 
and their hope for a coopera t i ve common
wea l th , in which f ratern i ty would rep lace 
possess ive ind iv idua l i sm as the bas is of 
soc ia l re lat ions . 

By examin ing the history of those move
ments with which w e identify , w e hope to 
d raw lessons for our own efforts, a n d a lso 
we aff i rm the des i rab i l i ty of identi fy ing with 
movements and men in h istory . Those who 
wou ld study history without a sense of which 
side ca r r i ed decent v a l u e s in its l i m e , o r 
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which point of v i e w w a s correct is to d e p r i v e 
history of its power to teach . The difficult 
task of judgement is a task we accept as 
people committed to making v a l u e s p reva i l 
in polit ics. History should be the property 
of the peop le , not of the histor ians . So w e 
must teach the l e s sonswe l ea rn f rom our past . 

The outstanding lesson is not the myth of 
A m e r i c a n consensus taught in the co l leges . 
L ibera ls and conse rva t i ves h a v e adopted 
this v i ew : p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s f r o m the Found
ing Fathers h a v e c a r r i e d the Amer i conTorch 
and those who h a v e dissented w e r e e i ther 
re fo rmers soon to f ind acceptance for the i r 
ideas , or eccentr ics , ant i- intel lectuals , sub
v e r s i v e s a n d parano ids . The l ineage of radi
ca l i sm has been den ied or obscured in 
psychoana ly t i c rat ional izat ions : Q u a k e r s 
who pract iced c iv i l d isobedience in Massa
chusetts for the pr inc ip le of re l ig ious toler
ance a r e now seen as hav ing a mar t y rdom 
complex ; populists embody a pa rano id sty le , 
we a r e to ld , for suspecting a self- interested 
conspi racy of bankers and r a i l roade r s ; o f the 
abol i t ionist C h o r l e s Sumner , w h o w a s 
beaten sense less on the f loor o l the House 
for his v i ews , w e a r e told "This holy blissful 
ma r t y r th r i ved upon his torments ." 

We reject as wel l the l ibera l v a r i a n t of the 
consensus theory . We can not b r ing our

se l ve s to b e l i e v e that A m e r i c a hos seen a 
succession of p rogress i ve v ictor ies , with re
form winn ing a l l the fights. This cannot be 
reconci led with the empi r i ca l ev idence that 
c o r p o r a t e p r i v i l ege , inequal i ty , a n d the 
fore ign pol icy of expans ion and w a r hove 
s u r v i v e d each of these "victories" more or 
less intact. The story of re form in A m e r i c a 
con as eas i l y be read as a story of defeat 
of rad ica l s and mel lowing of r e fo rmers . As 
contempora ry radica ls who understand only 
too we l l the need for cont roversy , we want 
to rehabi l i tate on the stage of history some 
of the old cont rovers ies between move
ments and ent renched interests . 

O u r attempt Is not to descr ibe our se l ves 
OS the next w a v e of p rogress . We a re acutely 
• w o r e of the tension throughout A m e r i c a n 
history between the nat ion's l ibe ra l ideals 
a n d the real i ty which was the l i v ing den ia l 
of those idea l s . At the t ime Je f ferson wrote 
that "All men a r e c reated equa l " , he a n d the 
men who s igned the Dec la ra t ion of Indepen
dence did n o t hove I n d i a n s , N e g r o e s , 
debtors , and women in m ind . But e v e n at 
that t ime some people took fhe stated idea ls 
l i tera l ly a n d ser ious ly ; the so i lo r sand urban 
mechanics of N e w York , upon hear ing the 
Dec la ra t ion , r e leased the debtors f rom the 
pr i sons . The leg is la ture of Massachusetts , 

dur ing the Revolut ion , abol i shed s l a v e r y . 
This A m e r i c a n revo lu t ionary s p i r i t w a s 
quickly lost. 

That tens ion, between rhetor ic and rea l i ty , 
has been reso l ved by the society through 
the dev i ce of fhe A m e r i c a n D r e a m , The 
myth that has p r e v a i l e d has held out the 
promise of the continent to those who we re 
caught in Its pover ty ; "in A m e r i c a a man 
is accounted a fa i lu re , and cer ta in ly ought 
to be , who has not r isen a b o v e his father ' s 
station in life." "The re formers , " according 
to H e r b e r t C r o l y , founder of t h e N e w 
Republic, "procla im their convict ion of a n 
indubitable a n d benef icent nat ional future." 
The powerful myth of mobi l i ty has a l w a y s 
hod some basis in rea l exper ience , some 
people m o v e d upward to the middle c lass , 
and others outward to the f ront ier . The 
doctr ine of Manifest Dest iny , an integra l 
port of the A m e r i c a n D r e a m , s e r v e d as the 
rat ional izat ion for the conquest of the Amer
ican Cont inent in the 19th century and for 
the o v e r s e a s expans ionism a n d economic 
empire-bui ld ing of the 20th . Expans ion has 
not only been the outlet for the ene rg i e s 
of the country , it has s e r v e d as the safety-
v a l v e w h e r e b y attention to A m e r i c a ' s own 
d i l emmas has been postponed and the move
ments that d e m a n d e d that attention hove 

(cont. on page 24) 
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been s idetracked. Radicals h a v e been right 
to expose the immora l i t y of A m e r i c a n mobi l
ity susta ined by the massac re of the Indian 
race , or the control of A s i a n s or Latin A m e r 
icans . They w e r e r ight as we l l when they 
a r g u e d that instead of letting capi ta l i sm 
choose a few Horat io A lge r s in the social 
rot-race of the s u r v i v a l of the fittest, the 
f a r m e r s a n d worke r s shou ld , by united ac
tion, a c h i e v e on end lo pover ty for a l l those 
at the bottom of the society. 

O u r resolut ion of the tension Is to seek 
t h e ful f i l lment of t h e democrat i c h o p e 
through the rad ica l reconstruct ion of our 
own society . Like Debs , who wou ld not f ight 
In 0 wa r , but fought a l l his life "to w ipe out 
capi ta l i sm," we reject the system a n d the 
seductions of its ideology . When w e reject 
the l ibera l her i tage , we do not reject the 
posit ive va lues it h o s impressed u p o n 
A m e r i c a : "All men o re c rea ted e q u a l . . . 
w h e n e v e r a n y form o f g o v e r n m e n t becomes 
destruct ive to these ends , it is the right of 
the people to a l ter or to abol i sh I t . . .govern
ment of the peop le , by the peop le , for the 
p e o p l e " . . . : ra ther , w e seek to a c h i e v e them . 

As w e l l , w e af f i rm the v a l u e of the re forms 
for which radica l a n d l ibera l movements 
h a v e fought, both fhe re forms that have 
made the system more p l iab le to demo
cratic control , such a s the b roaden ing of the 
sufferoge, re fe rendum and in i t iat ive , fa i r 
apport ionment , a n d those that represent rea l 
a n d immedia te ga ins aga inst oppress ion , 
like Fa i r Labor S tandards , Emanc ipat ion , and 
T V A . We recognize that the motivat ion for 
re form has been a mixed bag , that many 
suffragettes g a v e as much prominence to 
the a rgument that their votes would ba lance 
off the new votes of immigrants as tFey did 
to a rguments based on equa l i ty . O u r identi
f ication with these re forms is not out of any 
des i re to make the system w o r k m o r e c l e a n l y 
and eff iciently and honest ly , such as moti
vated most P rogress i ve and c iv ic re fo rmers , 
but as part of a g e n e r a l attack on p r i v i l ege 
and minor i ty ru le as it w a s for Populists 
a n d for Bob Lafol lette, as we l l as It is port 
of our af f i rmat ion of democrat i c pr inc iples 
as gu ide l ines for the new society w e wish to 
br ing into be ing . 

F ina l l y , our interpretat ion of l ibera l i sm's 
role in A m e r i c a n history g i ves urgency to 
our miss ion, which is to bui ld on a l t e rna t i ve . 
Sch les inger ' s d e s c r i p t i o n 'o rd ina r i l y the 
movement on the port of other sections of 
society to rest ra in the power of the bus iness 
community" ~ is inaccurate , for l ibera l s , in 
working to stabi l ize the system a n d re form 
its m o s t object ionable f e a t u r e s , hove 
respected the legit imacy of corporate enter
pr i se , and h o v e m e r e l y cha l lenged some 
of its pract ices , n e v e r its power . A n d power 
is a major concern of ours . 

The one unbroken stra in of rad ica l i sm In 
A m e r i c a has been a m o n g intel lectuals ; e v e n 
when no popular m o v e m e n t cha l lenged the 
assumptions of the p reva i l i ng order , some 
voices d id , The contemporary campus radi
ca l i sm has a g rea t dea l in common with 
Thomas Pa ine , H e n r y D a v i d Thoreau , Wil
l iam Lloyd G a r r i s o n , Edward Be l l amy , H e n r y 
Demares t L loyd, Lincoln Steffens, Upton S in
c la i r , W a I t e r Rauschenbusch , Randolph 
Bourne , Thorstein V e b l e n , C h a r l e s Bea rd , 
C . Wr ight Mi l l s . At t imes these hove been 
isolated intel lectuols, at other t imes part of 
a w i d e s p r e a d express ion , of movements for 
Abol i t ion , the socia l-gospel , academic f ree
dom, muckraking, or of utopicn communi
t ies. This kind of intel lectual opposit ion has 
been nur tu red in Q u a k e r i s m , in the Protest
ant c le rgy . In J u d i s m , in the un ivers i t ies . 
In the A m e r i c a n history of ideas , rad ica l s 
f igure prominent ly . In the context of pro
g res s i ve movements of any pe r iod , these 
w e r e often the left-wing. This is a tradit ion 
of dissent, somet imes of isolated d i s sentand 
somet imes of persecuted dissent . A n d , in 
a l l f a i rness , the tradit ion is more notable 
for its pass ionate invo l vements in cases then 
for its lasting intel lectual contr ibut ion. 

A second continuous stra in Is the Maver i ck 
t radit ion. This t radit ion is part ly produced 
by the two-party system in which men h a v e 
per iodica l ly a p p e a r e d making lone ly battle 
against the powerfu l . The maver i ck bui lds 
a personal i s t ic political fo l lowing, and ap
pea ls to rugged A m e r i c a n ind iv idua l i sm by 
taking C h a r l e s Sumner , who refused to join 
in unan imous consent to recognize a n y peti
tion to Congress because the Sou the rnde le -
gat ions w o u l d n ' t recognize onti-siave.ry 
petit ions. 

John Peter A l tge ld , the I l l inois Democrot lc 
G o v e r n o r who defended the Haymorket 
mar ty r s and the Pu l lman str ikers , stands out 
a s a m a n c o n t i n u a l l l y e m b r a c i n g t h e c a u s e o f 
common people , re fe r red to by Debs as 
"supremely great" . Debs , who opposed on 
pr inciple a n y cooperat ion w i t h re form 

par t ies a n d movements , could moke this 
exception out of symp>athy for a man who 
sow possibi l i t ies of work ing as G o v e r n o r , 
or OS a l eader within the Democra t i c Party , 
without be ing confused about the pr inc ip les 
for which h e w o r k e d . D u r i n g t h e T w e n t i e s , the 
U.S. Senate conta ined a n u m b e r o f maver i cks 
f rom W e s t e r n States - B o r a h , N o r r l s , a n d 
LcFol let te . 

In our own l ime , on the s ingle issue of 
V i e t n a m , be fo re a n y of the ant iwar move
ments w e r e protest ing, Senators Morse a n d 
G r u e n i n g w e r e denounc ing the w a r . Wh i l e 
we unders tand that w e o re t r y ing to bui id 
polit ical power , not mave r l ck i sm , w e a r e 
caut ious of the attitude that bl inds itself to 
v a l u a b l e a l l i e s by overes t imat ing the abi l i ty 
of the polit ical par t ies to d isc ip l ine interna l 
opposit ion. W e see maver i cks as g e n u i n e 
A m e r i c a n rad ica l s . 

In addit ion to maver i cks and inte l lectuals , 
there is equa l l y a tradit ion of power , of 
mass movements shar ing the intel lectual 's 
percept ion of the fundamenta l inequit ies of 
the society , and threaten ing , to g rea te r or 
lesser extent, by their own strength , to a l ter 
the social re la t ions between "wealth and 
commonweal th" . It i s thesesoc i a l movement s 
whose history w e examine most care fu l l y , 
for they a r e the cases in wh ich rad ica l i sm 
has taken d e e p root in A m e r i c a n soi l , a fact 
w e wish to accompl ish in our own t ime . 

Abo/i f fonism 

The first rad ica l m o v e m e n t after the Revol
ution ra i sed power fu l l y the issue of race . 
It is this quest ion , f rom the inception of the 
Republic , that has been the most signif icant 
test ot the equal i ty w e w e r e p romised by 
the R e v o l u t i o n . Dur ing the Revolut ion , 
G e o r g e Wash ington hoped that the'spir i t 
of f reedom" would result in a n end to the 
s l a v e t rade that had ground to a halt dur ing 
the hosti l i t ies. G e o r g i a a n d South C a r o l i n a 
stuck by the institution, end dur ing the Con
federat ion per iod , it, and the sect ional i sm 
growing out of it. w e ' e the bas is of the most 
important d iv i s ions . This c a r r i e d o v e r into 
the wr i t ing o f t h e Constitut ion, which conse-
croted the ascendancy of s lave-owning and 
other proper t ied interests . The abolit ionists 
saw the Constitution in these te rms , 'on insult 
to that God . . . who v i ew s with equa l e y e 
the poor African slave a n d his American 
master." 

A s s l a v e r y g a i n e d strength with the deve
lopment of the cotton economy , a n anti-
s l a ve r y m o v e m e n t w a s b o rn , with roots in 
the midwestern re l ig ious evange l i s t i c move
ment and in N e w Eng land t ranscendenta
l i sm. The A m e r i c a n A n t i - S l a v e r y S o c i e t y w o s 
founded in 1833 , and W i l l i a m Lloyd G a r r i s o n 
founded The Liberator - the publicat ion of 
the movement ' s radica l w ing - in 1 8 3 1 . He 
a n d his a l l i e s ga ined control of the Soc iety 
in 1840 . The m o v e m e n t was b a s e d on pre
cisely those stra ins which h a v e p rov ided 
A m e r i c a with intel lectual r ad i ca l i sm . I tspol i-
tical deve lopment , ref lect ing this "mora l " 
const ituency, w a s towards the detachmentof 
the country (or if necessa ry the northern 
states) f rom the s l a v e r y e v i l . As w e l l , the 
G a r r i s o n i a n s opposed polit ical action or 
a n y co-operat ion with churches or pol it ical 
part ies which had connect ions to Southern 
society . This Isolated, moral is t ic s t rategy , 
was further de te rm ined by the tactics of 
G a r r i s o n within the movement , wh ich w e r e 
"hard-l ine" tactics ex t reme ly cr i t ical of a n y 
dev ia t ion . A s a result , the Abol i t ionist move
ment n e v e r had access to politicol power , 
and w a s l a rge l y I r r e l evan t to the deve lop
ment of the F r e e Soi l or Republ ican par t ies , 
except insofar as the power of their mora l 
witness and protest forced e v e r y other e le
ment in the society to confront the s l a v e r y 
quest ion a s the first o rde r of bus iness . A n d 
this was indeed their effect. 

The dominant polit ical i dea of the t ime 
w a s wes te rn expans ion . The abol i t ionists ' 
mora l force brought the F ree Soi l Par ty , 
founded In 1 848 , and the Republ ican Party 
to advocate conta inment of s l a v e r y . This 
meant a reject ion of Henry C l a y ' s attempt 
to reconci le expans ion with the polit ical 
rea l i t ies of the t ime. A coal it ion of wes te rn 
sett lers with eas te rn bus inessmen seeking a n 
outlet for capita l and the Labor M o v e m e n t 
seeking on outlet for the immigrant popula
tion d e v e l o p e d . Lincoln expressed this coal i
tion in the Homes tead Act, r a i l road sub
s id ies , and the C i v i l War . 

N e g r o e s In the Nor th , in the woke o f t h e 
N a t Turner s l ave revo l t of 1 8 3 1 , Were in
spi red to back G a r r i s o n and to porticipote 
in the abol i t ion movement ; they p l ayed 
a secondary role h o w e v e r and built their 
own m o v e m e n t with d e m a n d s coming out of 

their m o r e immed ia te perspec t i ve on the 
quest ion of equa l i ty . In the South, a l a rge 
number^of N e g r o s l a v e upr i s ings look p lace , 
a lmost a l w a y s led by F r e e d m e n a n d a l w a y s 
c rushed in o matter of d a y s . The ra id led 
by J o h n Brown on H a r p e r s F e r r y in 1859 , 
a n d the more prominent of the s l a v e up
r i s ings , wh i l e not pract ica l In terms of • 
strategy of s l a v e s l iberat ing themse l ves , 
forced the Issue on the nat ion much as the 
str ident rhetor ic of G a r r i s o n and W e n d e l l 
Phi l l ips forced the issue. 

Conven t iona l history desc r ibes this move
ment as "extremist." Some b lame the agi ta
tors f o r t h e C i v i l W a r , m a k i n g t h e e r r o n e o u s 
assumpt ion that s l a v e r y wou ld o t h e r w i s e 
h a v e w i thered a w a y , It ce r ta in l y is t rue that 
the m o v e m e n t p laced t h e i r g o a l h i g h e r e v e n 
than the p rese rva t ion of the Const itut ion; 
union after a l l had been purchased with 
concess ions to s l a v e r y . O u r sympath ies a r e 
en t i r e l y with a rguments such os the fol lowing 
made by W e n d e l l F^ill ips: 

"Such a n e v i l as s l a v e r y wi l l y ie ld only to 
the most radica l t reatment . . . A money 
power of two thousand mi l l ions of do l la r s , 
OS the pr ices of s l aves now range , he ld 
by a sma l l body of ab le and despera te 
m e n ; that body ra i sed into polit ical ar isto
cracy by specia l constitutional prov i s ions ; 
cotton, the product of s i e ve labor , forming 
the bas is of our whole fore ign commerce , 
and the commerc i a l c lass thus subs id ized; 
the press bought up, the pulpit reduced 
to vQsa loge , the hear t of the common peo
ple chi l led by a bitter pre judice aga inst 
the black r a ce ; our lead ing men b r ibed , by 
ambi t ion , e i ther to s i lence or open hositi-
l lty; - in such a land , on what shal l on 
Abol i t ionist r e l y ? . , . W h e r e shal l our 
church organ izat ions or par t ies get strength 
to attack their g rea t parent and moulder , the 
S l a v e Power? . . . The old jest of one w h o 
t r ied to lift h imsel f in his own basket , is 
but a tome picture of the man w h o imag ines 
that , by work ing sole ly through exist ing sects 
and part ies , he con destroy s l a v e r y . . . 

"Exper ience has conf i rmed these v i e w s . 
The Abol it ionisfs . . . have b j f to point to 
the i r own success . . . S l a v e r y has been 
made the quest ion of this gene ra t ion . . ." 

The quest ion of race pers i s ted ; not oil of 
the Abol i t ionists saw their job a s extending 
beyond emanc ipot ion . A few, like Phi l l ips 
as an agitator , and C h a r l e s S u m n e r a n d 
Thaddeus S tevens a s pol i t ic ians , advoca ted 
the distr ibution of land to f r e e d m e n and 
the extens ion of suf f rage . Othe r s , like G a r 
r i son , e v e n f a v o r e d dissolut ion of the anti-
s l a v e r y societ ies ; a third g roup saw its job 
as b r i n g i n g a id to ind iv idua l f r e e d m e n , 
teach ing agr i cu l ture end l i teracy , c a r r y i n g 
out an honorab le tradit ion of work begun 
in the a i d to fugit ive s l a ves . The Reconstruc
tion pe r iod , insofar as it c a r r i e d out the 
abol i t ionist sent iments , enacted some of the 
changes suggested by the abol i t ionist 's no

tions of equa l i t y . But, lacking a powerfu l 
m o v e m e n t , this motivat ion w a s subord inated 
to the acquis i t i ve mot ives of nor thern capi
ta l , wh i ch in 1876 reached a meet ing of the 
minds with the Southern whi te upper c lass , 
wh ich proceeded to d i smant le Reconstruc
tion. 

The post-Civi l W a r w a s a pe r iod of ex
t reme ly rap id economicdeve lopment , led by 
the nor thern capital ists who hod won t h e w a r . 
By the 1890's banker s a n d industr iol ists re
placed r a i l road men os the dominantecono-
mic l e a d e r s . But this per iod w a s marked by 
t remendous soc ia l costs of d e v e l o p m e n t , 
seen throughout the society . W a r s to e l imi
nate the Indians w e r e pursued with g rea te r 
brutal i ty and thoroughness than e v e r be fore . 
In the South , forms of industr ia l oppress ion 
rep laced s l a v e r y . O n e of them w a s the pro
v is ion of N e g r o convict labor to compan ies 
like Tennessee C o a l and I ron . The depres
sion of 1 8 7 3 w a s • d e e p cr i s i s affecting 
worke r s and f a r m e r s a l ike ; it c rea ted tre
mendous u n e m p l o y m e n t which by 1877 
e rupted in str ikes a n d r iots . P r e s i d e n l H c y e s 
sent F e d e r a l t roops into Pittsburgh in the 
"bread or blood" riots fo l lowing a p ro longed 
r a i l road str ike. The explo i tat ive pract ices 
of the r a i l roads combined with fa l l ing pr ices 
to c rea te fa rm dep res s ion ; In react ion , the 
G r e e n b a c k Party ga the red a mi l l ion votes 
in 1 8 7 8 on a plat form of money inf lat ion. 

Popul i sm 

The populist m o v e m e n t w a s the first rad i 
cal response to the new condit ions of ruth
less indust r ia l i sm. It a r o s e in the I S S O ' s i n 
the F a r m e r s A l l i ances protesting the power 
and pract ices of the r a i l road indust ry , and 
the nat ional gove rnment ' s economic pol icy 
of f avor i t i sm tothe Eas te rn banking interests . 
The agr i cu l tura l depress ion of the late '80s 
brought 6 mil l ion f a r m e r s into the Southern , 
Co lon ia l a n d Nor the rn a l l i ances by 1889 . 
Unquest ionably this was a mass m o v e m e n t 
of i m p o v e r i s h e d f a r m e r s , and it soon turned 
to polit ical action to secure its p rogram. 

In 1890 , a l l i a n c e m e n fo l lowed a number 
of s t rategies . In the South , w h e r e the t ies 
lo the Democra t i c Party w e r e strong, they 
attempted ond in most coses succeeded in 
getting the Democrat ic P a r t y p l e d g e d t o h e l p 
the f a r m e r s . 4 4 C o n g r e s s m e n a n d 2 S e n a 
tors w e r e e lected on this plotfom, a n d e ight 
state leg is la tures a n d the gove rno r sh ips of 
South C a r o l i n a , G e o r g i a , and Tennessee fel l 
under the control of the movement . In the 
p la ins states, independent or people ' s (Kan
sas) part ies w e r e s tar ted , or cooperat ion 
was worked out with the Republ i cans ; h e r e 
the successes w e r e v e r y l imi ted . The South
e r n A l l i a n c e m e n exper ienced d e e p dis i l lu
s ionment with the pe r fo rmance of their a l 
l ies , most of whom a b a n d o n e d the cause 
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of the f a r m e r s when specific legis lat ion wos 
cons ide red . That exper ience a n d the grow
ing fol lowing of Third Party l eoders like Ig
natius Donne l l y - ve te rans of the G r e e n 
back Party •• led to the conven ing of a na
t ional political convent ion in O m a h a i n j u l y , 
1892 , to found the People 's Par ty . 

The entry as • Third Party hod v a r i e d 
impact . In the South, this was quite a radica l 
step, due to the N e g r o quest ion; fhe fa i lu re 
of the "Force Bi l l" in 1888 in Congress meant 
that racists had f ree re in in depr i v ing 
N e g r o e s ofthe f ranch ise . The Populists cham
pioned N e g r o suffrage, and Tom Watson 
held mult i-racial meet ings up a n d down 
G e o r g i a in behal f of the notional ticket. The 
Democrat ic Party mach ine ry stole and bul
l ied its w a y to v ictory in the states w h e r e 
Popul ism had strong fo l lowing . G e n e r a l 
W e a v e r , the Pres ident ia l candidate , gather
ed 22 e lectora l votes , o v e r o n e m i l l i o n v o t e s , 
as the Populists e lected G o v e r n o r s in North 
Dakota a n d Kansas , and by v i r tue of the i r 
F r e e S i l v e r stand c a r r i e d C o l o r a d o . Ten 
Populist representa t i ves w e r e e lected . With 
the panic of 1 8 9 3 the threat of Popul ism and 
the appea l of both its radica l platform and 
espec ia l ly of the proposal for the f ree and 
unl imited co inage of s i l ve r inc reased rapid
ly . The strict adhes ion of the Democrat ic 
C l e v e l a n d Administ rat ion to "sound" mone
ta r y pr inc ip le thoroughly a l ienated Southern 
populists f rom that party ; in the west , how
e v e r , the Populist state adminis t rat ions met 
with g rea t difficulty and w e r e isolated a n d 
out-maneuvered by the other part ies , caus
ing m a n y midwestern populists to seek their 
sa lvat ion in fus ion . 

In Co lo rado , w h e r e D a v i s Walte had been 
elected G o v e r n o r through f ree-s i l ve r en
thusiasm although he put forth the full Popu
list p r o g r a m , the first labor cont roversy of 
C r ipp le C r e e k i l lustrated to the state and 
country the rad ica l i sm of the People 's Par ty , 
To break a m ine r s strike aga inst Rockefel ler 
interests , the Sher i f f requested troops, which 
the G o v e r n o r w i thdrew after inspecting the 
s i tuat ion. 1200 a r m e d S h e r l f f ' s d e p u t i e s t h e n 
faced a s i m i l o r a g g r e g a t i o n o f a r m e d miners . 
The G o v e r n o r f ra tern ized with the miners , 
cr it ic iz ing "Damn Cap i to l ' , and o showdown 
w a s ba re l y a v e r t e d . The Pu l lman a n d Home
stead (Pa . ) strikes a l so el ic ited w ide Populist 
support . 

The concern for the poorest people was 
demonst rated by another Populist G o v e r n 
or , A lonzo Lewelt ing of Kansas , in his T ramp 
C i r cu l a r of December 1893 . This instruction 
to city pol ice against v a g r a n c y laws a n a 
l yzed the condition of the t ramp as the na
tural outcome of selfish cap i ta l i sm. "The 
monopoly of labor sav ing mach ine ry and 
its devot ion to selfish not social use, hove 
rende red more human be ings superf luous, 
until we hove a standing a r m y of the un
emp loyed number ing e v e n in the most pros
perous t imes not less than one mi l l ion able-
bodied men , " Populists a lso supported 
Coxey ' s A r m y , the 1894 unemp loyed march 
on Washington. 

In 1 894 the Republ icans defeated the Pop
ulists through the midwest as the Demo
crats and s i lver i tes refused to enter into 
fusion a r r angement s , In the South, a l though 
w idesp read vote f raud took ploce aga inst 
Republ icans and Populists (usual ly fused) , 
these w e r e r e v e r s e d b y t h e R e p u b i i c o n s a n d 
Populists in both houses . O v e r a l l , the out
right Populist vote inc reased to 1 ,471 ,590 . 
In North C a r o l i n a , w h e r e a fusionist state 
legis lature w a s e lected , N e g r o e s took high 
state office for the first t ime a n y w h e r e in 
the South since Reconstruct ion; in some 
counties N e g r o e s captured the bulk of local 
offices. O n the bas is of this v ictory , racist 
Democrats d r u m m e d up a scare campa ign 
throughout the South which d a m a g e d Popu
lism a g rea t d e a l . 

A s the 1896 elect ions approached , a split 
in the party became ev ident . The "mid-
rooders" u rged a third candidate backing 
a l l the d e m a n d s of the O m a h a Plat form, 
wh ich ca l led for f ree s i l ve r and g o v e r n m e n t 
ownersh ip of ra i l roads , g radua ted income 
tax, postal sav ings banks, publ ic ly owned 
te lephone and te legraph , init iat ive and ref
e r e n d u m , abol i t ion of Pinkertons and strike
break ing a r m i e s , shorter labor hours , direct 
e lect ion of Senators , f ema le suffrage, etc. 
On the other hand , Fusionists urged co
operat ion with the Democrat ic candidate 
W m . Jenn ings B r y a n , who was close to Popu
l ism. The Party convent ion voted to nomi
nate B r y a n but to add Tom Wotson as the 
V ice-Pres ident ia l nominee , in hope that the 
Democrats would drop the Eastern Banker 
who held that spot on their s late . 

It turned out that B r y a n re fused e v e n to 
accept the separa te Populist nominat ion be
cause of the emborross ing presence of Wat
son. The Populist party mach inery was in 
the hands of f i rm fusionists, who built no 
signif icant nat ional campa ign independent 
of the Democrat ic Party campaign ~ despite 

B o o t h ( c o n t . ) 
the g r e a t d ispar i ty In platforms ~ and who 
sought to combine s lates of e lectors in as 
m a n y states as possible beh ind the B r yan 
cand idacy . These compromises w e r e fa i r l y 
unavo idab le because of the strength of maj
or-party organizat ions dur ing a Pres ident ia l 
c a m p a i g n . The g amb le , t h o f B r y a n would win 
and br ing tangible ga ins to the Populist 
movement , f a i l ed . Remain ing in control , the 
Fusionists re fused to convene another N a 
tional convent ion to rebui ld the Par ty . Splits 
took p lace , and combined with the prosper i
ty dur ing the McKin ley Adminis t rat ion and 
the efforts of the Democrat ic Party to reta in 
ex-populists, the m o v e m e n t fel l apa r t . 

The monumenta l contribution of the Popu
list movement was its identif ication of the 
control of the g o v e r n m e n t by the bus iness 
c lass . They saw In their t ime that "The fruits 
of the toil of mi l l ions a r e boldly stolen to 
bui ld up colossal for tunes for a few, un-
precendented in the history o f m a n k l n d ; a n d 
the possessors of these , in turn', despise the 
republ ic and e n d a n g e r l iberty . F rom the 
same prolif ic womb of gove rnmenta l In
justice w e b reed the two g rea t c lasses -
t ramps and mi l l iona i res . " 

Their p roposa l : "We seek to restore the 
g o v e r n m e n t of the Republic to the hands of 
'the p la in people ' " is as r e l evan t today as 
then . 

American Socialism 

The idea of socia l i sm ach ieved d e e p roots 
in A m e r i c a n soil in the f irst two decades 
of the Twentieth Cen tu ry . Its forthr ight ag i 
tation for the abol i t ion of cap i ta l i sm and its 
w a g e sys tem, and for the estab l i shment of 
a coopera t i ve commonwea l th , accompan ied 
by the rad ica l unionism of the per iod , pro
v ide a n effect ive counter-example to the idea 
that rad ica l i sm cannot grow without major 
economic depress ion . 

This w a s pre-eminent ly o per iod of thecon-
sol idaf ion of corporate capi ta l i sm. The com
bined power of ttie r a i l roads tied weottier-
ed the g r e a t cha l lenge of the A m e r i c a n Rail
road Union in 1894 . The Pu l lman str ike , in
v o l v i n g o v e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 worke r s combined In 
on industr ia l un ion , w a s ul t imately broken 
by the i ssuance of a sweeping injunction 
aga inst the Union , a n d by the dispatch by 
Pres ident C l e v e l a n d of troops to run the 
t ra ins . Two y e a r s la ter , the money power put 
across its Pres ident ia l c a n d l d a t e - M c K i n l e y -
in the face of a Democrat ic Party that hod 
repudiated C l e v e l a n d . The predominance of 
the ra i l roods w a s o v e r s h a d o w e d in the last 
y e a r s of the century by a n industr ia l m e r g e r 
m o v e m e n t c reat ing huge trusts in s tee l , o i l , 
agr icu l tura l implements , meat packing, and 
copper . Eugene Victor Debs a n d other lead
ers of the A R U formed the Soc ia l Demo
cracy of A m e r i c a , which later became the 
Socia l Democra t i c and then the Social ist 
Party with the Influx of independentSoc ia l i s t 
movements from Texas and O k l a h o m a that 
g r e w out of Popul i sm, and f rom the Eostthct 
had split off f rom the sectar ian Socia l ist 
Labor Par ty . 

The Party e lected two a s s e m b l y m e n and a 
Mayor in 1900 . Right up to the War , its 
strength inc reased steadi ly . F rom the outset, 
h o w e v e r , it s t raddled a number of issues , 
containing a number of factions but n e v e r 
coming under the thorough control of Left 
or Right, it inc luded many l eade r s of old-
line craft unions, who b e l i e v e d in boring 
f rom within the A m e r i c a n Federat ion ofLab-
or , and who in 1912 control led 1/3 of the 
federat ion , as measu red by the vote o f t h e 
Social ist candidate , Max H a y e s , for pres i
dent against G o m p e r s , as wel l a sadvoca tes 
of industr ia l unionism like Bil l Haywood of 
the western miners and the Industr ia l Work
e r s of the Wor ld , until his expuls ion f rom 
the execut ive committee in 1913 o v e r the 
issue of sabotage . It offered local candi
dates in dozens of states on p rograms em
phas iz ing immediate demands , elect ing 
M a y o r s in towns a n d cities, wh i le it a lso 
had a Left-wing faction demand ing on ly the 
abol i t ion of capi to l ism. 

The Social ists ' major basis of strength was 
in the unions . In 1902 , a resolut ion advo
cating the over th row of the w a g e system 
r e c e i v e d 4171 out of 12070 votes at the 
A F L convent ion , ref lect ing sociol istcontrol of 
the b r e w e r s , mine workers , and carpenters 
unions . At the s a m e t ime, Debs and Haywood 
w e r e organ iz ing the A m e r i c a n Labor Union 
and later the Industr ia l Workers of the Wor ld , 
on the bas is that the AFL , under the lead
e rsh ip of Samue l G o m p e r s , woscoopera t ing 

with industr ia l ists rather than f ighting them. 
The major agency for that cooperat ion w a s 
the Nat iona l C i v i c Federa t ion , in which exe
cut ives of the trusts and lobar l eaders joint
ly d e v e l o p e d a p rogress i ve p rogram and 
movement for the rat ional izat ion of indus
tr ia l cap i ta l i sm. Through arb i t rat ion of po
tential strikes, lobbying for w o r k m e n s ' c o m 
pensat ion and the F e d e r a l T rade Commis
s ion, and the e laborat ion of p rogress i ve 
ideology , the C i v i c Federa t ion sought to es
tabl ish labor peace and working-class ac
ceptance of the p re roga t i ves of corpora
tions. Social ists , whether bor ing f rom with
in or without the AFL , a r g u e d that capi
ta l ism should be rep laced , not r e f o r m e d . 

That some change would have to come 
about was inc reas ing ly c l ea r , Muckrackers 
exposed the excesses and bruta l i t ies of the 
trusts in books l i keTheJung/e , Wealth against 
Commonwealth, The Shame of the Cities. 
The industr ies themse l ves cooperated in 
many cases with Pres ident Roosevel t in work
ing out schemes of regu lat ion , through which 
the g o v e r n m e n t o v e r s a w the e l iminat ion of 
cer ta in bus iness pract ices . This cooperat ion 
occurred in bank ing , meat inspect ion, food 
and drug inspect ion, and conserva t ion . IMth 
the M o r g a n interests Rooseve l t worked out 
0 hands-off detente a g r e e m e n t . The anti
trust action against the Nor thern Secur i t ies 
Corpora t ion p r e v e n t e d holding company 
control o v e r northern ra i l roads without tak
ing actual control out of hands of the in
terests in the case . G e n e r a l l y , the Bu reau 
of Corpora t ions had good re lat ions with 
w h a t T R ca l led "good trusts". 

M e a n w h i l e , the Socia l ist m o v e m e n t g rew . 
Debs r ece i ve 9 7 , 0 0 0 votes in 1900 , and 
4 2 0 , 0 0 0 in 1904 and in 1908 . It deve loped 
as a n institution: its press , exceeding the sig
nificance e v e n o f t h e Populist press , sp read 
tf iroughout the counti-y. The Appeal to Rea
son, a week ly reod by f a r m e r s and workers 
a l i ke , reached 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 c i rculat ion before 
Debs jo ined it as a columnist in 1905 . These 
spawned the Inte'-co'legiate Socio list Society 
(the l inea l p redecessor of SDS) in 1905 , a n d 
the Chr i s t i an Socia l ist Fe l lowsh ip . In 1908 
Debs had his own campa ign t ra in , the Red 
Spec ia l , touring the country . 

Throughout the P rogress i ve per iod , the So
cial ists ma inta ined a running crit icism of re
form attempts. A s long as "capital ist owner
ship of g o v e r n m e n f pers is ted, they sow no 
promise in the re form proposa ls . Upton S in
c la i r ' s sent iment about the "reforms" o f t h e 
stockyards that his muckracking wosc red i ted 
with prompting w a s "I a m supposed to h a v e 
he lped c l ean up the y a r d s a n d improve the 
country ' s meat supply - thoughth i s i smost l y 
de lus ion . But nobody e v e n pretends to be
l ieve that I improved the condit ion of the 
stockyard workers . " This w a s the sent iment 
about other p rogress i ve legis lat ion. 

The P rog res s i ve movement hod a consid
e rab le fol lowing in the u rban and ru ra l mid-
die-class . In Wisconsin , Ca l i f o rn i a , and Idaho, 
r e fo rmers wres ted control of the legis lature 
f rom the ra i l roads . In city after city s imi la r 
movements tr ied to rep lace corrupt muni
cipal pract ices with c l ean , profess ional gov
e rnment . Local re forms gene ra l l y made 
popular g o v e r n m e n t m o r e difficult, but ini
t iat ive , r e f e r e n d u m , and reco i l , d irect pri
ma r i e s , and other re forms at the state l eve l 
had a democrat ic impact. 

Pres ident Taft's more l i tera l prosecut ion of 
anti-trust law resulted in action against Stand
a r d O i l and A m e r i c a n Tobacco; S tandard O i l 
was broken into regional near-monopol ies , 
a n d its stockholders control led a l l the thirty-
s e v e n companies newly c r ea ted , and A m e r i 
can Tobacco's 80% shore of the market in 
1909 was rep laced by a 9 1 % shore of the 
Big Three in 1 9 1 3 . Taft's per formance was 
unsettl ing enough that in the 1912 elect ion 
Big Bus iness w a s interested in restor ing the 
stabil ity of the Rooseve l t adminis t rat ion , 
Th ree candidates e m e r g e d with p rogress i ve 
rhetor ic : Taft as the Republ ican , Wi lson as 
the Democrat , and Rooseve l t as a Bull Moos-
e r . Despi te a l l the p rogress i ve rhetor ic , the 
Social ists r e ce i ved 6% of the vote , a lmost 
9 0 0 , 0 0 0 . A l l the major candidates and most 
bus inessmen advocated a f ede ra l l icensing 
or incorporat ion low of one kind or another ; 
this even tua l l y became the Fede ra l T rade 
Commiss ion , and helped rep lace the in
fo rma l detente system of the ea r l y 1900's . 

The threat of socia l ism was rea l enough . 
A m e r i c a n Te lephone became an advocate of 
g o v e r n m e n t l icensing w h e n twe lve city coun
cils passed resolut ions f avo r ing publ ic ow
nersh ip . At the P rogress i ve convent ion, the 
key noter , Senator Beve r idge , mode c l ea r 

that "war fa re to dest roy big bus iness is 
fool ish becaue it cannot succeed a n d wicked 
because if ought not to succeed." Wi lson's 
leg is la t ion , the F e d e r a l R e s e r v e a n d F e d e r a l 
T rade and C lay ton Antitrust Acts , embod ied 
that w i sdom. The Banking bil l cushioned the 
M o n e y Power aga inst the w e a k n e s s of de
cent ra l i zed bank ing , p r ima r i l y the instabil ity 
of the money market which d is turbed de
cis ion-making about capita l . The FTC de
cided to regulate "unfair competit ion" by 
g iv ing lega l adv i ce to bus iness on actions 
they proposed , a n d it settled complaints 
aga ins t bus iness with p r i va te conferences . 
Taft was a l so pro-business ; witness the cre
ation by his Sec re ta ry of C o m m e r c e and 
Labor of the U.S. C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . 

In Eu rope , a w a r was b rew ing , but A m e r i 
can Socia l ists pretty much ignored the pos
sibi l i ty of A m e r i c a n invo l vement . That pos
sibi l i ty w a s being c reated in the N e w N a 
t iona l i sm. F r o m Roosevel t ' s adminis t rat ion 
on , our N a v y and M a r i n e s protected our 
Interests , and skilful Sec re ta r i e s of State 
opened doors to our investors in C h i n a and 
e l s e w h e r e . The Socia l ist Party w a s pre-oc-
cupied with making the best o f t h e political 
doors that w e r e inc reas ing ly open to it, 
o rgan iz ing b ranches in more and more ci
ties, and support ing the mil i tant str ikes 
among the unski l led that the A F L wou ld not 
Initiate. With M a y o r s in 7 3 towns and cities, 
311 newspaper s ( including 13 da l l ies in 
95 p laces , and legis lators rn9s l a te s , in 1913 
Soc ia l i sm a p p e a r e d a du rab le and increas
ingly powerfu l feature of A m e r i c a n society. 
The exuberance of the revo lu t ionary indus
tr ia l unionist w ing , the (WW, is w e l l known; 
in the y e a r s Wobbl ies m o v e d into the East 
to part ic ipate in textile str ikes centered in 
Lawrence , Mass . , a n d in str ikes rn Akron and 
Pate rson . In terna l conflict, between the right-
w inge r s interested i n w i n n i n g v o t e s a n d pow
er within the A F L , a n d the lef t-wingersgrow-
ing Increas ingly ha r sh in the i r anti-capital ist 
rhetor ic , i nc reased in this pe r iod , marked by 
the expuls ion of H a y w o o d . This fact ional ism 
m a y h a v e contr ibuted to the dip in the Par ty ' s 
fate after 1914 : In 1916 the nat ional ticket 
r e c e i v e d under 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 votes , a n d in the 
A F L the craft pol icy defeated industr ia l 
unionism by increas ing ly l a rge votes . 

F rom 1914 , the Party turned its attention 
more d i rect ly to the War . The other Social ist 
Par t ies , with the exception of the Bolsheviks 
•n Russio look sides in the w a r with their 
respect ive r eg imes , abandon ing a n y reser
vat ions about mi l i ta r i sm. Anti-war fractions 
w e r e j a i l ed . In A m e r i c a , a lmost e v e r y o n e 
in the Party stood aga inst fhe w a r . When 
Wilson rea l i zed G e r m a n y could not other
wise be bea ten , and A m e r i c a en te red , the 
Party he ld an emergency convent ion in St . 
Louis that voted 140 to 5 (with 31 favor ing 
• mi lder ant i-war statement) • class-con
scious mani festo of opposition to the w a r . 

As the war d e v e l o p e d , a hys te r i a of na
t ional unity took its toll on the Social ist 
Pa r ty . O rgan i zed as it was ex tens ive ly 
throughout Sma l l Town A m e r i c a , the Party 
was espec ia l l y v u l n e r a b l e to small-town sup
er-patr iot ism. Meet ings w e r e broken up, 
b ranches could no longer opera te . In Idaho 
a wobbly o rgan i ze r was l ynched . N e v e r 
theless , the S P became the rec ip ient of the 
w idesp read opposition to the w a r , with local 
candidates , w h e r e they could be of fered , re
ce iv ing double or three t imes the 1916 vote 
in Oh io and Wisconsin . The F e d e r a l G o v e r n 
ment jo ined local patriots In persecut ion of 
the Social ists with Esp ionage Law ar res ts 
in December , 1917 of hundreds of S P lead
ers , including Debs himself . The Party split 
after the wa r , with o n e g r o u p a d v o c a t i n g t h e 
dictatorship of the prc le ta r i s t creat ing what 
wou ld even tua l l y become the A m e r i c a n 
Communis t Party . A l l tendencies , h o w e v e r , 
defended the Russ ian Revolut ion . In Spr ing 
1919 the Party col lected 109 ,000 dues , a n d 
e v e n after the splits. Debs pol led 9 1 5 , 0 0 0 
votes f rom his ce l l but this was now 3% of 
the vote . A n addi t ional 2 5 6 , 0 0 0 votes w e r e 
r e c e i v e d by the radica l Fa rmer-Labor can
didate . The Red Score led by Attorney G e n 
e r a l Pa lmer completed the e l iminat ion of the 
SP as a signif icant polit ical factor . By 1924 , 
it was Senator LaFol lette , not the SP , who 
r e c e i v e d the voters ' endorsement for hav
ing opposed the War . O v e r 4 mi l l ion votes 
(17%) w e r e cost for the P rogress i ve candi
date , including most of the old Social ist 
adhe ren t s . LaFol lette , a l though a consistent 
opponent of the War and a critic of the Roose
ve l t and Wilson p rograms , could not offer a 
cr i t ique of the polit ical capi ta l i sm that 
e m e r g e d in the P rogress i ve per iod . Had a 
Socia l i s t Party with the abi l i ty to speak in 
r e l e v a n t terms to o rd ina ry A m e r i c a n s ex
isted in the Twenties , pe rhaps the fa i lu re of 
the next radica l genera t ion to adequate ly 
unders tand and oppose the later deve lop
ments of government-bus iness re lat ionships 
could h a v e been a v o i d e d . 

The Social ist Party in its e a r l y per iod was 
((• i-Uinued on page 2r)) 
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both radica l and re l evan t . It proposed the 
idea of industr ia l democracy at a time of 
pol i t ical consol idat ion of Big Bus iness . A n d it 
ca r r i ed the her i tage of Popul ism In its re
spect for the rank-and-fi le, the J i m m i e Hig-
g inses for whom It w a s constructed; this w a s 
a l so c a r r i e d f o r w a r d in the in terna l de
mocracy of the IWW. In m a n y respects , the 
rad ica l i sm of this per iod is ou r most im
portant he r i tage . Debs ' f ina l statement at 
his Esp ionage t r ia l is fu l ly r e l e v a n t today: 

•^our honor , y e a r s ato I recognized my 
kinship with a l l l i v ing things, a n d I made 
up my mind that I w a s not one bit better 
than the meanest of the ea r th . I said then, 
I say now, that whi le there is a lower c lass , 
I c m in It; wh i le there is a c r im ina l e l ement , 
I a m of it; wh i l e there is a soul In pr ison , 
I a m not f r ee . . . . 

"In this high noon of our fwentieth cen 
tury c iv i l izat ion money is stil l so much m o r e 
important than h u m a n l i fe . G o l d is god a n d 
ru les in the af fa i rs of men . . . I n e v e r m o r e 
c lea r l y comprehended than now the g rea t 
struggle be tween the powers of g r e e d on the 
one hand and upon the other the r is ing 
hosts of f r eedom, I c o n s e e t h e d a w n o f a be l 
ter d a y of humani ty . T h e p e o p l e a r e a w a k e n 
ing. In d u e course of time they w i l l come 
into the i r own . . . . " 

The Development of Present Conditions 

The P rogress i ve per iod la id the ground
work for the subsequent d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
re lat ions between b u s i n e s s o n d g o v e r n m e n t . 
The W a r Industr ies Board through commodi
ty sections worked v igo rous l y to coordinate 
product ion rn many industr ies . Far f rom 
be ing social ist , accord ing to its official his
tor ian "The commodity sections w e r e busi
ness operat ing G o v e r n m e n t b u s i n e s s f o r t h e 
common good". He rbe r t H o o v e r , both as 
Sec re ta ry of C o m m e r c e and later a s Pres i
dent, encouraged pr i va te industry to de
ve lop C o d e s and s tandards that would be 
endor sed by the g o v e r n m e n t and would in
dicate the direct ion for commerc i a l act iv i ty . 
To this end he encouraged the format ion of 
Trace Assoc iat ions . As Pres ident he con
t inued to try to m o v e bus inessmen f rom the 
defense of their part icu lar interests to in
dustry-consciousness and class-conscious
ness . 

The long agr i cu l tu ra l depress ion of the 
Twent ies , d r i v ing hundreds of thousands of 
f a rm fami l i e s f rom their homes , w a s at the 
s a m e t ime suggest ing the l imitat ions of the 
par tnersh ip conception. The par tnersh ip re
f lected on ly the Interests of the most power
ful o rgan ized e lements in the society , and 
worked to sustain a n d re inforce p reva i l i ng 
power re lat ionsh ips in the society . With the 
stock market c rash of 1929 this fa i lu re be
came a cr i s i s in the sys tem. Yet the means 
for dea l ing with the cr is is w e r e bor rowed 
f rom Hoover a n d the P rogress i ves . Thtf N a 
t ional Recove ry Act added some enforce
ment power to the H o o v e r notion of codes. 
The N o r r i s - L a G u a r d i o Act of 1930 a n d N R A 
section 7 a did for l abor unions what the 
P rog res s i ve per iod had done for sections 
of bus iness , making them legit imate repre
sentat ives of on Interest . The Wagner N a 
t ional Labor Relat ions Act f ina l ly c reated 
the NLRB lo regulate and adjudicate the 
col lect ive ba rga in ing process through which 
a l l l abor -management re lat ions would now 
f low in a contro l led manne r . 

O the r e m e r g e n c y legis lat ion o f t h e e a r l y 
N e w D e a l ref lected the old patterns . The 
es tab l i shment of the Secur i t ies a n d Exchonge 
Commis s ion did for the stock market what 
the R e s e r v e Act had done for Wal l St reet 
banks , including the pr inc ip le of putting the 
affected party in control of the regu la tory 
d e v i c e . Agr i cu l tu re legis lat ion put local 
F a r m Bureaus in control of a decentra l i zed 
decis ion-making process a i m e d at reducing 
surp lus product ion. The pr inc ip le of "nation
al izat ion of losses", in which the gove rn
ment insures the pr i va te en te rp r i se against 
the effects of f a i l u re , was introduced in the 
F e d e r a l Deposit Insurance Corpora t ion for 
banks a n d in a n u m b e r of mortgage-guar
antee ing institutions. 

The notable exception to this gene ra l i z a 
t ion w a s the re l ief p r o g r a m , through which 
hundreds of thousands of u n e m p l o y e d w e r e 
put to work at publ ic projects ; the N e w D e a l 
took this Hoove r idea and a l t e red its sca le 
so marked ly a s to moke o s ignif icant impact 
on the extent of unemployment . But the 
depress ion w a s v e r y deep , a n d polit ical 
forces with p rog rams of economic redistr i

bution e m e r g e d . Fa rmer - l abor coal i t ions in 
the nor thern p la ins states had been growing 
throughout Hie twenties a n d w e r e e lect ing 
state leg is la tors and congressmen on rad i 
ca l p r o g r a m s . A r o u n d the d e m a n d for old-
age pens ions , F ranc i s Townsend o rgan i zed 
mi l l ions of old folks into his c lubs until the 
passage of the Socia l Secur i ty Act in 1935 
took the w ind out of those sa i l s . H u e y Long 
and Father Cough l l n tu rned their demagog ic 
talents to d e m a n d s to s h a r e the wea l th , 
and a c h i e v e d cons iderab le popu la r fol low-
Ings. The Social ist a n d C o m m u n i s t Part ies 
ga the red between them 1.3 mi l l ion votes 
in 1 9 3 2 ; the Commun i s t cand idate , Wi l l i am 
Z. Foster , h a d been a l eader of industr ia l 
str ikes of the e a r l y twent ies , a n d tfie Socia l ist 
candidate , N o r m a n Thomas , represented 
the "militant" faction that had taken o v e r the 
par ty f rom the r ight-wing that had domin
ated it s ince 1919 (when it e jected the left). 
Rooseve l t w a s r e m a r k a b l y successful in de
fusing these movements . His pe r sona l sym
pathy for tiie v ict ims of the Depres s ion , his 
consumate polit ical ab i l i t ies , a n d his patch
work p r o g r a m for ba i l ing the country out 
p l ayed an important port in s idetracking 
e v e r y v a r i e t y of r ad i ca l i sm . 

By 1938 , w h e n • new recess ion occur red , 
the w e a k n e s s e s of the N e w D e o l w e r e f i n a l l y 
becoming ev ident . FDR h imsel f t r i e d t o e l i m -
Inate d iss ident Democra t s in the congres
s ional e lect ions that y e a r , but f a i l ed . Con
gress ' T e m p o r a r y Nat iona l Economic C o m 
mittee turned out that y e a r v o l u m e ofter 
v o l u m e of invest igat ions demonst ra t ing that 
concentrated industr iol control r e m a i n e d as 
sol id as it hod been before the Depres s ion ; 
T N E C proposed that the N e w D e a l beg in 
to dea l with quest ions of power . In 1 9 3 9 the 
u n e m p l o y e d rote w a s at 16%, a n d 30% of 
the nat ion's industr ia l p lant was id le . A t 
that t ime Rooseve l t opted for the Lend-Lease 
p r o g r a m , N a v a l b u i l d u p , and o t h e r 
m e a s u r e s that p r e p a r e d the f inal defeat 
of neutra l i ty a n d iso lat ion , a n d la id the 
groundwork for the G a r r i s o n State . 

Dur ing the mid-Thirties the A m e r i c a n Left 
put a lmost a l l Its e n e r g y into the bui ld ing 
of the industr ia l union movement . In 1934 , 
industr ia l strikes led John L. Lewis, l eader 
of the M ine Workers , to r e v i v e the ca l l for 
Industr ia l Un ion i sm . Bolting the A F L , he 
formed the C o m m i t l e e f o r l n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i 
zotion which began d r i v e s in rubber , s tee l , 
auto, texti le, t ransport , meat p ik ing , elec
t r ica l , chemica l , and o i l . E n e r g y a lso went 
into bui ld ing the Southern Tenant F a r m e r s 
Un ion . SitHdown str ikes at Ak ron , Fl int, and 
e l s e w h e r e , in which 4 8 5 , 0 0 0 workers occu
pied the factor ies between Fa l l 1936 a n d 
Spr ing 1 9 3 7 , w e r e successful and won rec
ognition for the C i O unions in the major 
industr ies , as mi l l ions of worke r s s igned 
union cords . Between 1930 and 1940 , the 
labor m o v e m e n t g rew from 2.9 mi l l ion, to 
8 .5 mi l l ion , of which 2.8 mi l l ion w a s i n the 
C I O . The NLRA features prov id ing for rep
resentat ion elect ions w e r e f requent ly in
voked w h e r e recognit ion did not come as a 
result of a powerfu l str ike. 

Dur ing this per iod the radica ls bu i l to base 
for the mil itant but reform-minded C I O lead
ersh ip , • base that the l eader sh ip c a r r i e d 
with v a r y i n g extents of opposit ion inthe FDR 
coal i t ion . As tor as t rade union pract ice 
went , the social ists and communists did not 
actua l ly h a v e an a l te rna t i ve labor prog r a m , 
a bas is by which they could dist inguish 
the i r a lms f rom those of the Lewis , M u r r a y , 
et , a l . This w a s most poignontly c lear dur
ing the second World War . Auto a n d other 
industr ies used the w a r as a justification for 
re-introducing the speedup and e rod ing the 
d e g r e e of job control that had been ga ined 
dur ing the sit-downs. A w a v e of wi ldcats 
broke out that was defeated with the a id of 
the leadersh ip , and espec ia l l y with the as
sistance of the communists who put fore ign 
policy a b o v e union cons iderat ions . 

In the agr icu l tura l f ie ld the N e w Dea l con
ta ined for a t ime a set of p rograms a i m e d 
at rura l pover ty , whose fate p a r a l l e l e d other 
re forms of the per iod . The Resett lement Ad
ministrat ion, which promoted some exper i 
ments in cooperat i ve f a rm ing , and a sub
sistence homesteads p r o g r a m w e r e com
b ined in 1937 as the F a r m Secur i ty Admin
istrat ion, which was prohibi ted f rom its in
ception by congress iona l p re s su re {reflect
ing fhe w i shes of the F a r m B u r e a u Fede ra 
tion) f rom organiz ing a constituency in be
half of a n ant i-poverty effort. PSA w a s steadi
ly cut back and eventua l l y e l im ina ted . The 
Rura l Electr i f icat ion Adminis t rat ion and TVA 
a l so went through extended fights in wh ich 

c o n s e r v a t i v e , en t renched interests won 
fights that l imited these agenc ies to their 
par t icu lar se rv i ces . 

Whi le the left bui l t the labor movement , 
important deve lopment s in the structure of 
the economy t ransp i red . Through war - re l a 
ted ex tens ive g o v e r n m e n t spend ing , the 
economy w a s brought out of the Depres s ion . 
The la rgest f ede ra l budgets i n v o l v e d not 
m e r e l y the maintenance a n d supply of 
a r m e d forces , but the construction of a mas
s ive indust r ia l plant f inanced ent i re l y by the 
g o v e r n m e n t for h e a v y and light product ion, 
as necess i tated by the w a r effort . This in
dustr ia l mobi l izat ion was d i rected by the 
industr ia l ists themse l ves , appointed to indus
try a d v i s o r y committees under the War Pro
duction Board {which had s e v e r a l di f ferent 
names ) and the Off ice of Price Admin i s t ra
tion a n d C i v i l i a n Supply ( C P A ) . Senator 
T ruman's study of these 1 1 , 0 0 0 policy com-
mittes r e v e a l e d a consistent p re fe rence for 
big bus iness o v e r s m a l l . A s w e l l , other is
sues re la t ing to the structure andfunct ion ing 
of the economy w e r e sett led by these com
mittees. The h e a v y industr ia l i nves tmentde-
c l lned rap id ly after 1945 , but w a s resusci
tated short ly thereaf ter with the onset of the 
Cold War , dur ing which a who le new tech
nology of w a r d e v e l o p e d and industr ia l faci
l it ies w e r e c reated for that task. 

The committees w e r e re-establ ished dur ing 
the Korean War , with the prov i s ion tha t there 
be no representat ion f rom labor ; actua l ly , 
lobor had been represented on ly by S id
ney Hi lmon of the C loth ing w o r k e r s who sat 
on the WPB in 1941 and 1 9 4 2 . Dur ing the 
E i senhower adminis t rat ion a Bus iness and 
Defense S e r v i c e s Admin is t ra t ion was c rea
ted to coordinate what the Pres ident la ter 
ca l led the "mi l i tary- industr ia l complex." The 
committee c h a i r m a n for each industry w e r e 
chosen on a rotating bas is f rom among the 
g iant compan ies . 

Dur ing the Second W o r l d W a r a n d t h e C o l d 
War , the excuse of bui lding an A r s e n a l for 
Democracy w a s emp loyed to use thede fense 
sector of the nat ional budget a s the instru
ment for p lann ing the direct ion of the econo
my by , a n d in the interests of, its most pow
erfu l units. The pr inc ip le of bus iness domin
ance of g o v e r n m e n t ca r r i ed o v e r to the Pe
t ro leum Counc i l of the Inter ior Depar tment 
and to so m a n y olf ier agenc ies that the 
distinction between publ ic a n d pr i va te has 
been pe rmanent l y lost in A m e r i c a n polit ics. 
A l l of these adv i sory counci ls , including the 
60-member secret Bus iness Counc i l to the 
Depar tment of C o m m e r c e , ar t icu late the sen
t iments of 0 powerfu l const ituency on mat
ters of deta i l and pol icy. 

The appointments to F e d e r a l regu la tory 
commiss ions o v e r this per iod h a v e ref lected 
the s a m e respect for bus iness p re roga t i ve s . 
The E i senhower Admin i s t ra t ion espec ia l l y 
saw the dominat ion of these agenc ies by 
bus iness spokesmen, but bus iness interests 
w e r e predominant in Democrat ic Admin is
trat ions, a s w e l l , a l though not as lopsidedly 
so. 

A l l these deve lopment s In business-gov
e r n m e n t re lot ionships , which can be ca l led 
polit ical cap i ta l i sm, expose the fa i lu re of 
A m e r i c a n radica ls I n t h e T h i r t i e s a n d Fort ies . 
Not only was their little specif ic response to 
these part icu lar deve lopments , pe rhaps be
cause Marx is t theory has scant apprec ia t ion 
of the potential of the state mach ine ry for 
sustaining cap i ta l i sm, but there w a s g e n e r c l -
ly no deve lopment of the idea of how so
c ia l i sm in A m e r i c a would be di f ferent and 
better than in the Sov ie t Un ion . The C o m 
munists ' de fense of the USSR ' s social sys
tem O S "truly idea l " i n v o l v e d them in the 
glor i f icat ion of cent ra l i sm, of control by a 
v a n g u a r d el i te , and in the equat ion of revo
lut ionary politics with d isc ip l ined and mono
lithic party organ izat ion . The Socia l is ts ' at
tack on the Sov ie t "betraya l and pe rve r 
sion" contained no sympathy for the neces
sit ies of underdeve lopment , and c a r r i e d 
o v e r to G g e n e r a l f e a r of revo lut ion and a 
modera te polit ical s t rategy . That the A m e r i 
can left should be self-destruct ive I y d i v ided 
ove r its v i e w and re la t ionsh ip toRuss ia must 
be counted as a further f a i l u re . In the y e a r s 
fo l lowing Wor ld W a r II the ga ins o f t h e left 
in the labor m o v e m e n t w e r e quickly nul l i -
f led . 

In 1947 , a conse rva t i ve C o n g r e s s passed 
the Taft-Hartley Act ove r T ruman ' s veto . The 
pr inc ipa l impact of the m e a s u r e was on the 
abi l i ty of the m o v e m e n t to expand its mem
bersh ip , because the Act a l l owed two dozen 
states to odopt the open shop, by which 
worke r s a r e encouraged not to p a y dues to 
the union that represents a n d barga ins for 
them. But the Act r e v e r s e d the p rev ious ten 
y e a r s of Fede ra l encouragement to union 
organ iz ing , which dur ing the w a r hod meant 
0 5 mi l l ion m e m b e r expans ion with little 
s t ruggle . 

At the same t ime, T ruman led the country 
back into C o l d War , campa ign ing in the 
country for a unif ied effort to contain C o m 

mun i sm . T ruman had been selected to i c 
p lace H e n r y Wal lace as the 1944 V ice-Pres i 
dent ia l candidote with the exp l ic i tcons idera-
tion that a n outspoken l ibe ra l l ike Wa l l ace 
should not become Pres ident . Wa l l ace led 
the publ ic opposition to the b ipar t i san Cold 
W a r fo re ign pol icy that e m e r g e d in 1947 , 
a n d w a s e a g e r to see a Third Par ty fo rmed 
to register protest sent iment in 1948 . How
e v e r , the l eadersh ip of the C I O one by one 
denounced the idea , so that w h e n , in Fa l l 
1947 , the Communi s t s dec ided to back Wal
lace's movement , it was c l ea r that no ma jor 
labor support wou ld be forthcoming. 

The Communis t s the reby isolated a l l op
ponents to the C o l d War . In the labor move
ment , the l ines between communist unionists 
and re form leadersh ip w e r e d r a w n on a n 
issue somewhat ex t raneous to the labor 
m o v e m e n t - Peace with Russ ia . Independent 
peace forces w e r e cut off f rom inf luence in 
the Democra t i c Party by v i r tue o f t h e 1948 
campa ign ; this happened to E l m e r Benson in 
Minnesota , Robert Kenny in Ca l i fo rn i a , Wal
lace and G l e n Tay lor (the V ice-Pres ident ia l 
nominee ) , and G e o r g e Pepper In F lo r ida . 
The C loth ing Workers pul led out of the 
A m e r i c a n Labor Par ty coal i t ion in N e w York . 
A n d the P rog res s i ve ticket f a i l ed e v e n to 
throw the elect ion to D e w e y , pol l ing a round 
a mil l ion votes ; that rs, it fo i led to re tard 
the momentum of the Co ld War . 

Within the labor movement , rad ica l s w e r e 
ext i rpated by fa i r means or fou l . In a u t o , 
Reuther won the P res idency in a straight 
v o t e . In e lect r ica l , w h e r e the C o m m u n i s t 
l eader sh ip won the elect ions , the C I O ex
pe l l ed the union (UE) a n d fo rmed a com
peting union, putting J a m e s C a r e y , l e ade r 
of the losing fact ion, at its h e a d . The West
e r n longshore and min ing unions w e r e a l so 
expe l l ed . In many unions the battle was 
v io lent a n d something short of democrat ic . 

At the s a m e t ime, other rad ica l s hod to 
face the choice of s igning up in the Co ld 
War , or be ing doomed to iso lat ion. The So
cial ists advoca ted a n ant i -Communist fore ign 
pol icy in these e a r l y y e a r s , but this could 
not infuse their m o v e m e n t with new l i fe . 
A m e r i c a n l ibera l i sm g e n e r a l l y s tayed with 
T ruman aga ins t Wa l l ace , and dur ing the Fif
t ies e v e r y shade left of center w a s under 
bitter attack as McCar thy turned the C o l d 
War into a domest ic r a l l y i ng c ry . 

The Movement 

To rad ica l s coming of a g e in the n e w 
decade , there w a s little with which to af
f i l ia te . This need w a s quickly p rov ided by 
the mi l i tantd i rect action of Southern students 
in a w o v e of sit-ins start ing in F e b r u a r y , 
1960 . Hundreds of Negros tudent s took seats 
in segrega ted lunch counters , and hundreds 
of nor thern white students picketed Wool-
worth ' s a n d Kresge ' s In support . By the end 
of A p r i l , the sit-in movement s hod fo rmed 
the Student Nonv io len t Coord ina t ing C o m 
mittee and a few had d ropped out of school 
to bui ld the m o v e m e n t . 

In M a y the campus polit ical par ty SLATE 
at Be rke ley demonst ra ted aga inst the Un-
A m e r i c a n Act iv i t ies Commi t tee , succeeding 
in disrupt ing and defeat ing their hea r ings . 
A g a i n , many w e r e a r r e s t e d , as southern 
tactics w e r e adapted . In sympathet ic re
sponse, ad hoc polit ical part ies e m e r g e d 
on s e v e r a l dozen campuses . 

F rom the outset, the student m o v e m e n t d e -
c ided that ant i-communism wou ld not be a 
bas is for operat ion . The an t i -HUAC fights 
ref lected this, as did a n emerg ing peace 
m o v e m e n t o rgan ized as the Student Peace 
Un ion , wh ich swept the campuses in the 
1961-62 academic y e a r , cu lminat ing i n t h e 
7 , 000 -student F e b r u a r y 1 9 6 2 March on 
Washington. 

in Eng land and cont inental western Eu
rope , a " N e w Left" had e m e r g e d in conjunc
tion with campa igns for nuc lear d i s a r m a 
ment . These rad ica l s , l ikewise reject ing the 
ant i-communism a n d the theory o f the end of 
ideology that w e r e the styles In l ibera l and 
social ist thought, sought to moke a radica l 
ana l y s i s that w a s r e l e v a n t to new condit ions 
of indust r ia l i zed corporate cap i ta l i sm. Stu
dents for a Democrat ic Society was fo rmed 
by activists In campus polit ical part ies and 
s ingle-issue c iv i l r ights movement s who 
w i shed to imitate the Eu ropean N e w Left 
in forging a multi-Issue a n a l y s i s a n d pro
g r a m ; the Port Huron Statement of J u n e 
1962 exp res sed that intent. A commitment 
to rodicGl theory was exhibi ted in new mag
az ines : N e w Un ivers i ty Thought; Studies on 
the Left, Root and Branch. 

C O R E ' S F r e e d o m Rides in 1961 had pene
trated into Miss iss ippi , and in late s u m m e r 
S N C C init iated a full-time voter registrat ion 
project in Southwest Miss iss ippi that led to 
ru ra l polit ical o rgan iz ing . A s the Miss iss ippi 
F r e e d o m Democrat ic Party g r e w out of the 

(coot, to page 27) 
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difficult organiz ing there , S N C C turned more 
ex tens ive ly to the strategy for bui ld ing a 
base among poor Black Belt Neg roes . In 
imitation of this emphas i s on organ iz ing 
the poor, the Nor the rn Student M o v e m e n t 
tu rned f rom tutorial projects to ghetto org
aniz ing in the Nor th , and S D S fo rmed its 
Economic Research and Action Project to 
launch organ iz ing efforts in 1964 . Young 
rad ica l s in search of "radica l vocat ion" sow 
community organ iz ing a s • long-term effort . 
The Miss iss ippi S u m m e r Project expressed 
the des i re for commitment of middle-class 
nor thern students; commitment was most 
beout i fu l ly e x p r e s w d In t h e d e a l h o f S c h w e r -
n e r , C h a n e y , a n d G o o d m a n . 

The Be rke ley student revo l t of the fa l l of 
1964 , and the ant iwar campus m o v e m e n t 
that e m e r g e d after the F e b r u a r y , 1965 
bombings in Nor th V i e t n a m , exp res sed for 
the first t ime the ex tens iveness of the cam
pus a l ienat ion . To thousands of students, "the 
movement" meant a community of students 
reject ing the sell-outs of middle-class A m e r i 
c a , see ing its rottenness In the w a r in Viet
n a m a n d its empt iness in mass h igher edu
cat ion . This student movement , o rgan ized 
p r imar i l y in S D S chapters , committees 
aga inst the w a r in V i e t n a m , a n d ad hoc 
un ivers i ty re form movements in emulat ion 
of Berke ley , adopted the mil itant style a n d 
tactics of the N e g r o struggle , but had no ex
per i ence through which it might d e v e l o p 
polit ical s t rategy , o r a n d Ideologica l under
standing of quest ions of soc ia l change . 

Independent of campus u p h e a v a l , the 
N e g r o struggle was hav ing a d e e p impact 
on the nat ion. Its mass fo l lowing in the South, 
exp res sed par t i cu lar ly In the B i rm ingham 
demonstrat ions of 1963 , forced the nation to 
confront the quest ion of rac i sm . Dur ing 
1963 , for the f irst t ime in y e a r s the Pres i
dent and the N e w York Times paid more 
attention to domest ic matters than to the 

, Co ld War . 
The c iv i l r ights m o v e m e n t forced open a n d 

el ic i ted sympathet ic responses f rom unions • 
a n d churches . Within labor and fhe c le rgy , 
rank-ond-file discontents had been deve lop
ing In the Sixt ies , in the industr ia l unions, 
the pressure of automat ion p l ayed a ro le 
in local- level d e m a n d for new ottention to 
job control and work ing condit ions; there 
w e r e wi ldcat str ikes in auto in 1 9 6 4 o v e r 
these g r i e v a n c e s , a n d in other industr ies as 
w e l l . In the c le rgy the d e m a n d s we re for 
f r eedom to re la te to social p rob lems of the 
d a y . In Cathol ic i sm these d e m a n d s meant 
on e l e m e n t a r y f ight for independent ex
press ion ; in a l l faiths there w a s w i d e s p r e a d 
a d h e r e n c e to the c iv i l r ights cause . The lab
or and church leadersh ips in a "coalition of 
conscience" backed lobbyinq efforts to pass 
the C i v i l Rights bi l l of 1964 a n d the 1965 
Vot ing Rights B i l l . 

At the middle of the decade the m o v e m e n t 
was beginn ing to confront quest ions of poli
t ical power . At the outset the intention a n d 
greatest hope of o rgan i ze r s has been to 
establ ish some insurgency in the society ; 
some of the Insurgency , in Miss iss ippi , A l a 
b a m a , in the F r o m Workers m o v e m e n t in 
Ca l i fo rn i a , in ghetto organ izat ions a n d in 
movements of poor whites , had d e v e l o p e d 
enough strength to face polit ical choices. 
S o m e peace activists faced s imi la r quest ions 
as the result of 1966 peace candidac ies . 

A l though the movement ' s response has 
been to work for independent bases of pow
e r (one express ion of this is S N C C ' s slo
g a n "Black Power") , there a r e a number of 
weoknesses in that a n s w e r . In the first p lace , 
the scattered a n d spotty forces suggest that 
perhaps there is no prospect of attaining 
a n y m e a s u r e of polit ical decis ion-making 
power in the n e a r future , but more l ikely 
the outcome of w inn ing an elect ion would 
be to m o v e insurgency to a h igher l e v e l . 
This has been the cose w h e r e movement s 
h o v e won control of w a r on pover ty boards ; 
they hove hod to fight at h igher l eve l s for 
control they should have a l r e a d y won . A n d 
it is l ikely to be the result of winn ing local 
e lect ions , espec ia l l y in Black Belt counties ; 
the p re roga t i ve of exerc i s ing power wi l l un
doubtedly h o v e to be won at the state or 
federa l l e v e l . 

Another p rob lem in the asser t ion of the 
strategy of independent bases of power is 
that there is little c lar i ty as to the content 
of the radica l p r o g r a m in beha l f of which 
fhe organizat ion is c a r r i e d out. I fwe a r e only 
bui lding insurgency and commotion , then 
p r o g r a m can be improv i sed , d e v e l o p e d ac
cord ing to condit ions. But in actual contests 
for polit ical contro l , p r o g r a m must be c la r i 
f ied in o rde r that strategic cons iderat ions 
f low from the goa l s . A mature cons idera
tion of the question of "coGlition" wou ld re
v o l v e a r o u n d the extent to which a n a l l i 
ance might be expected to fo rwa rd the pro
g r a m , and the extent to which It caused the 
p r o g r a m to be sacr i f i ced . 

O n c e the c i v i l r ights m o v e m e n t h a d p r i ed 

(continued f r o m page 7) 
p r o v i d e for rank-and-fi le educat ion and to 
promote the e labora t ion of our ideo logy , 
a n a l y s i s , etc. 

In the winter a n d spr ing , we h a v e fo l lowed 
through qui te successfu l ly . 
* S D S had deal t with its in te rna l p rob lems 
in o polit ical w a y . It has put as ide the notion 
that poor p e r f o r m a n c e could be r e m e d i e d 
by abo l i sh ing the office a n d somehow de-
cent ta l i z ing the abo l i shed respons ib i l i ty , a n d 
ins tead has a l loca ted respons ib i l i ty , staff, 
money , etc . , in a p l anned w a y . The draf t 
p r o g r a m w o s thoroughly decent ra l i zed . 
* W e h a v e d e v e l o p e d out of the g r a p e 
str ike support , a brood student-loTx)r pro-^ 
g r a m , in which f i ve dozen chapters ond the 
S a n F ranc i sco reg iona l office h a v e worked 
in beha l f of D e l a n o , S a n F ranc i sco and 
C h i c a g o h a v e pub l i shed important docu
ments , a network of S D S peop le i n v o l v e d 
in labor act iv i ty has been es tab l i shed , other 
chapte r s h a v e a ided local o rgan iz ing d r i v e s 
a n d str ikes , a n d s u m m e r orgoniz ing act iv i ty 
is In the works . 
* W e continue to be the bockbone of the 
ant i -war effort on campus . E v e n though S D S 
Is not i n v o l v e d in coordinat ing the d a y s of 
protest , our chapters contr ibute might i ly to 
the i r success . O u r V i e t n a m exam w a s handed 
out a t 8 0 0 campuses--500 ,000 copies . W e 
sparked anti-draft act iv i ty that stunned the 
country . 
* W e publ ish a week l y newspape r which 
not on ly keeps the m e m b e r s h i p w e l l inform
e d , it has a l s o begun to be • m e d i u m of 
important con t rove r sy a n d exp res s ion . Its 
a r r i v a l (post office wi l l ing] under l i nes the 
rea l i t y of S D S as • functioning outfit. 

The communi ty projects in which w e work 
h a v e d e v e l o p e d a much more polit ical per
spect i ve on their goa l s . They 
h a v e estab l i shed f i rm bases in the i r com
muni t ies for Insurgency , and In s e v e r a l 
c a se s have a c h i e v e d cons ide rab le impor
tance in placing their issues on the a g e n d a 
of city or state polit ics. J O I N has brought 
a s lumlord to sign a col lect ive ba rga in ing 
contract with his tenants ; C l e v e l a n d has ini
t iated a statewide we l f a re rights movement , 
N e w a r k has forced their long-time ontogonist 
the incumbent city counc i lman info a runoff 
e lec t ion . 

* W e h a v e embarked on a n ambi t ious pro
g r a m of 'od ica l intel lectual act iv i ty . The REP 
prospectus is g e n e r a l l y acknowledged on 
the Left a s the def in i t ive statement of the 
inte l lectual tasks before us . 

A l though that is v e r y s imp le , it is t rue at 
its bose . But, the n u m b e r of mistaken con
c lus ions that can be d rown from that obser
va t ion is pract ica l ly l imit less . Pe rhaps the 
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most important of those mistakes wou ld b e 

the society open to the possibi l i ty of change , 
there was room for the m o v e m e n t t o operate 
in bui ld ing insurgency on m a n y l eve l s . The 
possibi l i t ies for continued exper imentat ion 
have g r o w n , but h a v e begun to be jeopar
dized by the course of the w a r in V i e t n a m , 
One sign of growth was the w a r on pover ty , 
a r o u n d which hundreds of insurgent move
ments fought for the pr inciple of poor peo
ples ' control . The V ie tnam w a r is necessi
tating the cutback of the w a r on pover ty , 
felt f irst in the most exper imenta l sections 
of that "war". This is an old story; fore ign 
w a r s hove been a n important d ev i ce for de
feat ing rad ica l i sm in A m e r i c a n history . But 
in a short t ime the w a r may necessi tate the 
d e v e l o p m e n t of de fens i ve st rategy. In a 
sense , the ontl-war m o v e m e n t had s e r v e d 
as a defense for other m o v e m e n t in the 
society because it has made less c red ib le 
the official explanat ion of t h e w a r , and there
fore m o r e difficult the effort of the g o v e r n 
ment to use the s logan of nat ional unity in 
turn ing as ide the movement , end ing strikes, 
etc. 

The social base of the student m o v e m e n t 
is a dete rmin ing factor in its style of a l i ena
tion a n d protest . In m a n y w a y s , student 
polit ical act iv i ty has been one express idt i of 
a d e e p e r d is turbance that has a l so been 
exp res sed in the drug culture, the musical 
tostes, a n d other p h e n o m e n a . Insofar as 
politics is seen m e r e l y as an a r e n a for pro
test, and no possibi l ity of change is imagin
e d or dea l t wi th , the student m o v e m e n t is 
open to the cha rge l e ve l l ed by a n o v e r l y 
ha r sh cirtic of the British N e w Left: "all the 
d i sadvantages of th reaten ing the dominant 
ideology of its society, without a n y of the 
compensat ing a d v a n t a g e s of offer ing a n a l 
te rnat i ve ideo logy itself." 

The present tasks, there fore , a r e the art icu
lation of p r o g r a m , b roaden ing o f t h e social 
base of the movement , a n d d e v e l o p m e n t of 
polit ical s t rategy. 

Paul Booth 

Pur i t an i sm . The second wou ld be that ou r 
s ty le should be mode led af ter the s ty le of 
y o u t h a l i ena t ion , ond that we should bu i l d 
pol it ics into that - making it sophist icated In 
its unders tand ing of the e n e m y it re jects . 
The third mistaken approach wou ld be t h a t a n 
S D S chapter should be the combinat ion of' 
a p e r s o n a l outlet In LSD, or u pol i t ica l out let 
for the some disoffections In S D S . The s a m e 
fo rmu la t ion is mode by v o r i o u s s c h o l a r s l l k e 
Kenis ton a n d F r IedenkMrg . 

In some chapters on state un i ve r s i t y cam
puses , S D S has a t ru ly 5chiz~bphrenicnature; 
one segment of the m e m b e r s h i p is o lder , 
e x p e r i e n c e d ' v e t e r a n s ' , a n d the other is 
y o u n g a n d eoge r to l e a r n . But because the 
educot iona l function of S D S is poor l y under
s tood , the ful l benef i ts of our communi ty o r e 
not impar ted . 

W e need to come to gr ips with our histor ic 
funct ion; to c rea te a new genera t ion of rad i 
ca l s m e a n s to be the a r e n a In which they , 
O S i nd i v idua l s , can g row to become that new 
g e n e r a t i o n . It meons ou r f i e ld sec re ta r ies 
h a v e to h o v e a g r a s p of what the in terna l 
l i fe of a chapter could be . H e s h o u l d b e ab l e 
to impar t to a chapter l eade r how a r e g u l a r 
soc ia l e v e n t is a n in tegra t i ve function, a n d 
how o s e m i n a r con be structured so that 
p e o p l e ge t a lot out of it. He should know 
the good books to ass ign to a n introductory 
d iscuss ion g roup , what ' s w r o n g with the f i ve 
b o o b on the N e w Left both as h istor ies and 
OS a n a l y s e s , how act ion p rog rams on c a m 
pus con be made educat ional~(the d i f ference 
be tween a good leaf let a n d a bad one a n d 
how to exp la in that d i f fe rence ) . H e should 
know how a chapter can be structured In
t e r n a l l y so O S to el ic i t part ic ipat ion a n d 
g rowth . 

These ski l ls stil l h a v e n ' t passed out of the 
fo lk lore s tage , or s lowly but su re l y at best . 
But they should not be r e g a r d e d m e r e l y as 
techniques ; they should be understood in the 
context of the important cu l tura l t rends on 
fhe campus f rom which S D S d r a w s . 

T h e r e has begun to be a g rea t dea l of 
wr i t ing on the ' a l i ena ted youth cul ture ." O n 
the left, the p h e n o m e n o n is g e n e r a l l y seen 
a s a conflict be tween pot a n d politics. W e 
soy with some haught iness that the deep l y 
disaffected young person con choose e i ther 

Throughout S D S oction p rog rams there 
has been a polit ical e m p h a s i s on organiz
i n g , a i m i n g at open ing n e w possibi l i t ies for 
pol it ics in a w ide r a n g e of soc ia l m i l i eus . For 
V i e t n a m w e h o v e leofletted plant ga tes , 
spoken at churches , c o v e r e d the b o o n d o c b 
with V i e t n a m exams , o rgan i zed act iv i ty In 
the suburbs . O n campus w e h a v e tr ied to 
get our message into the hands of m o r e a n d 
m o r e students. For the g rope strike we h a v e 
molded coal i t ion committees of min i s te r s , 
focult , unionists . In peace campo igns w e 
h o v e gone into middle e n d working-c lass 
ne ighborhoods in door-to-door work on the 
mode l of E R A P projects . In our old rhetor ic , 
w e used to coll oi l this proof of our "re le
vance" , a n d w e used the couplet ' r a d i c a l 
a n d re levant " to descr ibe the twin poles of 
our s t rategy . 

The office of nat ional sec re ta ry d e s e r v e s 
some extended comment . I hove been the 
most polit ical nat ional sec re ta ry in recent 
y e a r s , both a s concerns the interna l func
t ioning of the organizat ion a n d the left and 
the publ ic . SDS runs , to a g rea t extent , on 
the prest ige of its l eadersh ip . This is inevit
a b l y the cose, a s M a r t i n O p p e n h e i m e r 
demonst ra tes in the cur rent issue of O u r 
G e n e r a t i o n , in • l a rge organ izat ion Inwh ich 
debate is not structured by foctions o r w i n g s . 
S o , in prov id ing organ izat iona l cohe rence , 
the prest ige of the l eade r sh ip is ca l led into 
p l a y , e spec ia l l y insofar a s they i n v o l v e 
t h e m s e l v e s in i s suesa t the local and reg iona l 
l e v e l s . Because C a r l O g l e s b y w a s e lected 
Pres ident at a moment w h e n the o rgan i za
t ion d idn' t want an act iv ist Pres ident us ing 
h i s posit ion in the in terna l dec is ion-making, 
it chose C a r l , who has been much more adept 
a n d suited for speak ing lo the wide publ ic . 
My ab i l i t y to work successful ly i n t h e i n t e r n o i 
s t rengthen ing of S D S inc reased marked ly 
a f te r J a n u a r y , w h e n certa in po i i t i ca lassump-
t ions b e c a m e g e n e r a l l y accepted . H o w e v e r , 
the combinat ion of interna l admin i s t ra t i ve 
respons ib i l i ty ond in terna l pol i t ical respons i
bi l i ty is a h e o v y one . A lot of that wou ld be 
r e l i e v e d if S D S brought into the nat iona l 
off ice, for the f irst t ime, o n u m b e r o f f u l l - t i m e 
expe r i enced people respons ib le for v a r i o u s 
sections of the organ izat ion ' s pol it ical pro
g r a m ; a n d , for the outside w o r l d , e spec ia l l y 
for ou r a l l i e s , if the Pres ident b e c a m e a 
ful l-t ime off icer . 
the polit ical a n d apol i t ica l a l i ena t ed cu l tures . 

N o n e of those fo rmu la s g i v e s the a n s w e r . 
Par t of t h e a n s w e r c o m e s o u t o f w h o t w e h a v e 
a l w a y s known t o b e t r u e i t h a t S D S i s a rad i ca l 
a r e n a for l e a r n i n g , and a c e n t e r f o r insurgent 

pol i t ics . But t ime a f t e r t i m e , p e o p l e w h o h G v e 
token that lesson too l i t e ra l l y h o v e run In
t e r n a l educot iona l s e m i n a r s that lasted two 
w e e k s be fore they d ied out , h a v e put out 
news le t te r s that nobody r e a d ; in short , h a v e 
b e e n t rapped in the Du l l Pol it ics s y n d r o m e . 
S o mechan i ca l p roposa l s l i k ea const itut ional 
a m e n d m e n t r equ i r i ng each chapter to h o v e 
an educat iona l c h a i r m a n o r e par t io l solut ions 
ot best . W e a l l n e e d to l ea rn how to re l a te 
to the g e n u i n e impu l ses of ou r g e n e r a t i o n . 

In l ight of the fact that S D S has been the 
most c r e a t i v e a n d r e l e v a n t factor on the l e f t , 
it should be within our reach to c a r r y out our 
educat iona l \tA). W e c a n m o v e Immediote iy 
to do the l a rge n u m b e r of mechan i ca l jobs : 
1 . a e a t e a network of chapter people re
spons ib le for In terna l educat ion , se r v i ced 
b y not ional a n d reg iona l staff with that ex
press job . 
2 . make the V ice-Pres ident respons ib le for 
educa t iona l p r o g r a m . 
3 . put R E P on t h e r o o d , s ta f f tng i tandf inanc-
ing it. 
4 . turn out the p r o g r a m gu ides thotchopters 
n e e d : 

a - f l l m e n d v i s u a l a r t s gu ide 
b- in te rno l s e m i n a r sy l l ab i 
c-onnototed reod ing lists of rodicol authors 
d - rad l co l gu ides to the i n t r o d u c t o r y 

courses 
5 . turn out the l i te ra ture wr i t ten by S D S 
peop le in handsome pr inted f o r m . 

This repor t has focused en t i r e l y on organ i 
za t iona l p r o b l e m s , a n d could h o v e on 
e q u a l l y long t rea tment of pol i t ical possi
bi l i t ies a n d pr ior i t tes , in which I wou ld make 
the a r g u m e n t that w e a r e enter ing into a 
per iod of rap id ly w iden ing poss ibi l i t ies for 
rad ica l o rgan i z ing due to the f a i l u re of the 
Johnson admin is t ra t ion in moking the w a r a 
c red ib le excuse for p r e s e r v i n g nat iona l con
sensus . That a r g u m e n t wou ld d r a w the con
c lus ions that the land of act iv i ty in which w e 
h a v e a l r e a d y been e n g a g e d : student-labor 
projects , communi ty o rgan i z ing , e lec tora l 
work , c iv i l r ights act iv i ty , anti-draft act iv i ty , 
a n d wor protest of o polit ical charocter , 
should be contirnied, a n d stepped up. This 
a r g u m e n t can be m a d e at g rea t length; suf
f ice it to say , for p resent purposes , that there 
s e e m s to be no reason to expect a n y abate
ment of S D S oct iv i sm. 

This c rea tes p rob lems of support . Pr inc ipa l
ly , these a r e manpower p rob lems a n d f inan
c i a l p r o b l e m s . T o p u r u s e a n y o f these polit ical 
p rogroms on on expand ing l e v e l w l l l r e q u i r e 
the pe r sona l commitment of g row ing num
b e r s of S D S people . At a c a m p u s w h e r e the 
educat iona l job (broodly def ined) has been 
done we l l - e v e n if there is not an ongoing 
act ion p r o g r a m - w e f ind that S D S m e m b e r s 
as they g r a d u a t e a r e ex t reme ly e a g e r to be 
i n v o l v e d in rad ica l politics on a full-time 
bas i s . (At S w a r t h m o r e the chapter has d ied 
out but the fo rmer m e m b e r s o r e o s e o g e r a s 
e v e r . ) But w e h a v e not acted sys temat i ca l l y 
to f ind p laces for our m e m b e r s ; one of the 
functions of a not ional off ice must be to do 
that . This con only be done If there o re ex
per i enced polit icol staff In the offices with 
respons ib i l i ty for p r o g r a m ; jobs In labor 
u nions could then be connected togroduat ing 
m e m b e r s , E R A P projects could be expanded 
ond some new ones s tar ted , r eg iona l pro
g r a m s could deve lop , y o u n g adu l t chapters 
cou ld be o rgan i zed . 

Second ly , each chapter must beg in to 
shou lde r its s h a r e of the fundra i s i ng b u r d e n . 
Jeff S h e r o has es t imated that S D S could 
e m p l o y $600 ,000 w i se l y In a y e a r - f i ve 
t imes our p resent l e v e l . The chapte r s can' t 
do a l l of that , o r e v e n most of that , but they 
can do some , p e r h a p s enough to f r ee other 
e n e r g i e s to do other kinds of fundro is ing 
that wou ld push us e v e n h ighe r . 
********** ************ 
A f ina l quest ion to take up is that of 'odul t 

o r g a n i z i n g ' , which w e must f ina l l y confront 
now that the n u m b e r o f young adul t a n d e v e n 
adu l t chapte r s is inc reas ing , a n d n o w t h a t w e 
h a v e been mandated to creote (more ex
pens ive ) adul t ca tegor ies of m e m b e r s h i p . 

The mode l has been to sign e v e r y o n e , 
student or not, up as S D S m e m b e r s if they 
w e r e part ic ipants in S D S p r o g r a m . O n e 
adjustment that wou ld faci l i tate m e r e l y con-
trnurng on that course wou ld be to change 
ou r n a m e to M o v e m e n t for a Democrat ic 
Soc iety . M o r e important than chang ing the 
n a m e to f i t reo l i ty w o u l d b e t o b e g i n t o re la te 
on a m o r e se lect ive bas is to di f ferent con
st ituencies. 

It m e a n s taking c a r e to h o v e staff deve lop
ing h igh school p r o g r a m , p e r h a p s h a v i n g 
high s c h o o l conferences nat iona l ly a n d 
reg iona l l y , a n d doing the some for other 
coherent const i tuencies . At a n y ra te , we 
must become much m o r e conscious of our 
v a r i e t y . 
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b o s t o n s d s h o l d s 
s u m m e r s e m i n a r s 

SEMINAR ON 
SOCIAUST IDEOLOGY 

Readings : 
F rom Marx & Engels: Basic Writings on poli
tics and Philosophy, e d . F e u e r , Anchor Pbk, 
S I . 4 9 . 

i. Manifesto of the Commun i s t Party 
I I . Excerpt f rom A Contr ibut ion to the 

Cr i t ique of Polit ical Economy 
IV . Soc ia l i sm : Utopian a n d Scientif ic 
IX. Excerpts f rom the G e r m a n Ideology 

S w e e z y : Theory of Capitalist Development, 
Monthly Rev iew Press , S6 .00 , Chopts . I thru 
IX (156 pages) 

M a r e u s e : One-D/mensiona/ M o n , Beacon 
Pbk., S2 .25 , a l l 

Extra read ings done by ind iv idua l s : 
Wi l l i ams : The Great Evasion (expens ive 
hardback) : 

1 . 

O u r sem ina r and the larger group: It was 
or ig ina l l y intended that our s e m i n o r o n d t h e 
other two (Amer i can Imer ia l i sm a n d History 
of Rodical S o c i a l Movements ) should pre
pare reports for meet ings) . This did not 
happen , first, because the Boston Project 
had enough to dislcuss a l r e a d y , second be
couse the semina r s w e r e , in g e n e r a l , loo 
d i scurs ive to be s u m m a r i z e d , and thi rdly 
because a n y o n e who was rea l l y Interested 
in a semina r could drop in at a s ingle week ly 
meet ing . W r i t t e n capsulated reports or 
pape r s written on specific topics [by m e m 
bers of the seminars ) to be pr inted in a local 
publ icat ion now seem like a better idea than 
g e n e r a l meet ing discuss ion. 

This is Q seminor about o p remi se : the 
p rem i se that US fore ign policy i sde te rm ined 
p r ima r i l y by the nature of domestic social 
and economic organizat ion , od that Ihts 
pol icy is a major factor in re tard ing socio
economic deve lopment in the underde
ve loped countr ies . In brief , it is a funda
menta l exerc ise in radica l social s c ience- in 
ana l y s ing questions in terms of their social 
inter-re lat ionships , in terms of the kinds of 
societ ies in which they a r i s e . 

We posed re la t i ve ly na r row q u e s t i o n s 
which h a v e , h o w e v e r , w ide-ranging remi-
f ications because they re la te to fundamenta l 
aspects of t h i s s o c i e t y . T o b e g l n w f t h , w e h a v e 
conf ined our invest igat ion to the US , without 
rul ing out the possibi l ity of Imper i a l i sm as a 
character ist ic of i icn-capital ist societ ies . This 
n a r r o w focus stems part ly f rom the ex igen
cies of the present w a r s i tuat ion: e v e n if 
imper ia l i sm could be sa id to be pract iced 
by socialist societ ies , our attempt is to de
te rmine the p ressu res leading to the kind of 
imper i a l i sm represented in the V i e t n a m e s e 
w a r . 

While the possibi l ity of social ist imper i 
a l i sm invo lves , per se, a rejection ofMorx ist 
definit ions, we hove found the neo-Morxist 
descr ipt ion of US society to be the most 
accurate ; howeve r , its ana l y s i s of inherent 
future imper ia l i s t ic necessit ies is less con
v inc ing . 

For example , in the Boron and S w e e z y 
a n a l y s i s , some other wastefu l , but non-mil l-
tory , use of the ' u n m a n a g e a b l e economic 
surplus" is at least theoret ica l ly quite con
ce i vab le . It may e v e n b e t h c t c o u n t e r v a l l i n g 
polit ical p ressu re g r o u p s of N e g r o e s , wel
fa re recipients and workers could force • 
rea l locat ion of g o v e r n m e n t expendi tures 
f rom the mi l i ta ry . This would not necessar i l y 
be a good society, but it could be a more 
pacif ic one. C l e a r l y such quest ions a re cru
c ia l I c the understanding and strategy of 
the ontl-war movement . 

Approach 
F r o m o brief discussion of Lenin's fmper i -

alism we proceeded to a more thorough 
ana lys i s of Boron's Politicol Economy of 
Growth, which we found more re levant to 
A m e r i c a today. We formulated deta i led 
research quest ions whose answer s would 

2. 
Attendance at the seminar: What d e v e l o p e d 
w a s a g roup of about six that at tended e v e r y 
week a n d four to s e v e n others who come 
occas ionol ly . Often those who c a m e for the 
first t ime w e r e lost in the lengthy discussions 
and w e found it v e r y important to stop our 
a rguments to exp la in what was going on . In 
g e n e r a l , espec ia l l y in discussing economics , 
w e found it v a l u a b l e to have to expla in our
se l ve s in a n e l e m e n t a r y w a y for the sake 
of br ing ing up quest ions in our own minds . 

3 . 

Two par ts : Socia l ist ideo logy , w e found, 
d i v ided itself into two quite distinct parts , 
one a discussion of economics and polit ics, 
and the second a discussion of quality of 
life in capital ist ic society and in soc ia l i sm. 
Discuss ion of e c o n o m i c s a n d polit ics in
v o l v e d quest ions that at least could he set
tled inte l lectual ly (object ive ly ) , but discus
sions about qual i ty of life (Marcuse) w e r e 
inev i tab ly l ied to our persona l att itudes. I 
was impressed with the di f ference between 
these two kinds of discuss ion. Discussion of 
economics s e e m e d , in one w a y , more fruit
fu l , because there w a s something that could 
be settled, whi le we hod something of a bad 
consc ience in talking of our own l ives be
cause , there , convinc ing people was much 
s lower a n d the issues w e r e less compre
hens ib le . O n the other h a n d , w e felt that 
these later discussions, a l though more frus
trat ing, w e r e of a more importonl lijnd than 
the e a r l i e r ones because the f ina l reason 
that w e wou ld w ish to change capital ist ic 

p rov ide on empi r i ca l eva lua t ion of the Boron 
descr ipt ion of A m e r i c a n cap i ta l i sm: an oli
gopoly-monopoly s y s t e m e n g a g e d In fore ign 
investments to compensate for the l imited 
domestic opportunit ies of a non-competit ive 
sys tem. 

A more g e n e r o I quest ion of e c o n o m i c 
causa l i ty is whether US bus iness engages 
in imper i a l i sm ra ther thon inc reased domes
tic spending because it i s a n e c o n o m i c n e c e s 
sity for capi ta l i sm's s u r v i v a l , or s imply be
cause it is more prof i table but not econom
ical ly c ruc ia l . Whi le we r e m a i n e d open to 
the fo rmer possibil ity throughout, we could 
find no c lear ev idence to support it. O u r 
discussions cente red ma in ly a r o u n d profit-
mot ivated imper ia l i sm ot th ree types : row 
mate r i a l s extract ion, Investment of surplus 
c a p i t a l , markets for US c a p i t a l g o o d s . 
(Michael Barratt Brown's After imperialism 
s e r v e d as o descr ipt ion of the mechonisms 
and effects of Brit ish profit-motivated imper
ia l i sm) . But w e w e r e a w a r e o f t h e eventua l 
necessity to confront the possible existence 
of independent , though interact ing, anti-
communist ideological mot ivat ions . VAii le 
s h a r i n g Baron 's v i e w of imper ia l i sm as 
deep ly ent renched in A m e r i c a n society, we 
o re inc l ined to see the b a r r i e r s to change 
a s both economic and ideo log ica l . 

The second part ot Baron 's thesis , "a mor
phology ot backwardness" , posits that im-
per ia l i sed nations r e m a i n under-deve loped 
and would be better ab le to d e v e l o p after 
a social revo lut ion to • p lanned economy. 
We out l ined a n approach for empi r i ca l l y 
eva lua t ing this mode l using cose studies . 
Hav ing begun with a discussion of Latin 
A m e r i c a ( including G e r a s s i ' s G r e o f F e a r in 
Latin A m e r i c a ) , w e plan to cont inue t h e 
s u r v e y with a study of A f r i ca ( including 
Nk rumah ' s Neocolonialism and the recent 
Monthly Rev iew art ic le on G h a n a ) , asking 
such quest ions as the nature of US invest
ments , fhe effect on exist ing politico-econo
mic structure, ant i -communist ideologica l im
p l i c a t i o n s, a l te rna t i ves open to under-de
ve loped natrons. Ques t ions which imply the 

society is tfiat it produces a qual i ty of life 
which is in to le rab le . 

C l e a r l y , the economic discuss ion and the 
discussion of qual i ty must be integrated . This 
Is difficult because w e s e e m so much more 
sophist icated to o u r s e l v e s in doing object ive 
r e s e a r c h . I think that this p rob lem of the 
dichotomy of qual i ty v s . object ive a n a l y s i s 
wi l l be i n v o l v e d in any seminor on social ist 
ideology (hopeful ly people wi l l be ab l e to 
come to some common o g r e e m e n t a b o u t t h e 
qual i ty of A m e r i c a n capital ist ic life ond the 
qual i ty of life that we want ; if this doesn' t 
happen , there can be no movement ) . I 
wou ld m e r e l y think it v a l u a b l e h e r e to worn 
that this d i c h o t o m y must be e x p e c t e d , a 
switching back a n d forth f rom f lashy , c lean 
economic a n a l y s i s , to messy , s lowdiscuss lon 
which depends on who a n d what the people 
in the sem ina r a r e . Pe rhaps h e r e w e can 
l ea rn f rom P rogres s i ve Labor that has dis
cussion groups w h e r e m e m b e r s d i s c u s s t h e i r 
attitudes and exper iences , seeking to b r ing 
about mora l changes , if w e do not i n v o l v e 
ou r se l ve s in discussions of this sort, I think 
that w e make the mistake of assuming a 
mora l so l idar i ty that the m o v e m e n t does 
not, in fact, (as w e found) h o v e . 

4 . 

Problems for further research: At va r ious 
t imes our discussions l ead to quest ions that 
could not be sett led w i thoutex tens iveouts ide 
work , work which we h o d n o t t i m e t o d o . O n e 
of these prob lems was whe the r Marx ' s law 
of dec l in ing p r o f i t s he ld f o r A m e r i c a n 
society . Mattock, a not too we l l known Marx
ist theorist , c la ims that this is happen ing , but 
the phenomenon is d isguised by on e v e r 
inc reas ing g o v e r n m e n t spend ing . Mattock 
would a r g u e that, a s M a r x p r e d i c t s , dec l in ing 
profits wi l l l ead to economic co l lapse . A n 
opposing v i e w was that g o v e r n m e n t w i l l co
opera te with big b u s i n e s s , l ead ing to mon-

possible need to a l ter the Boron thesis in
c lude the fo l lowing . Under what conditions 
would the U S e a r n e s t l y e n g a g e i n o p r o g r a m 
to he lp d e v e l o p nat ions ~ possibly to open 
new fore ign markets or to s tab i l i zecountr ies 
aga ins t communism? Cou ld the US succeed 
in such a p rogram of d e v e l o p m e n t by out
side a i d , and if so, would the d e v e l o p e d 
nat ion necessar i l y be an economic puppet 
or at least an ideologica l image of A m e r i c a ? 
What prob lems , e .g . economic boycotts of 
r a w m a t e r i a l s e x p o r t s , might under
deve loped nat ionsconf ronta f te ro successful 
social ist or notional ist revolut ion? 

A l this stage we hove been more interested 
in establ ish ing on o v e r a l l sy l l abus for on 
ongoing study of imper i a l i sm than in doing 
deta i led , f ragmented r e sea r ch . A m o r e c o m -
plete sy l labus should a l so include quest ions 
of the history of A m e r i c a n imper ia l i sm and 
the inf luence of its mode of evo lut ion on its 
present-day fo rm , and quest ions of the 
mechan i sm of bus iness-government inter
act ion . 

Fo rmat 

The format consisted of a week ly meet ing 
lasting about two hours and invo lv ing an 
a v e r a g e of six people . The sem ina r did not 
hove a distinct leader a l though one person 
usual ly did summar i ze the lost week 's read
ing . The idea l s ituation would be lo hove a 
rotating responsibi l i ty for summar i z ing each 
week , with perhaps one person coordinat ing 
and direct ing the group . 

In later sem ina r s it was dec ided to consult 
outside people - students, professors , visit
ing scholars , etc. ~ who h a v e deta i led re le
vant in format ion . This is most satisfactory 
when the g roup has a suff iciently de f ined 
approach to direct fhe discussion to the 
pert inent i ssues . 

N o r m Diamond 
C o n n i e Park 
Bob Park 

opol ies of e v e r inc reas ing s ize , a n d control 
of the society by government-b ig bus iness 
(if this has not a l r e a d y happened ) . 

To do justice to this p r o b l e m w o u l d i n v o l v e 
ex tens ive e c o n o m i c r e s e a r c h a n d this we 
w e r e not p r e p a r e d to do. Ano t he r p rob lem 
w a s whether there Is any th ing to the theory 
of surp lus v a l u e . Marcuse c la ims that the 
enormi ty of modern moch inery makes the 
theory i r r e l e v a n t , a n d , i ndeed , w e had a 
h a r d t ime understanding it. A third p rob lem 
of quite a d i f ferent sort , a so-cal led "qual i
tat ive" p rob lem, w a s what society wou ld be 
l ike w h e r e it was no longer necessa ry to do 
work most of the t ime . To some , the notion 
of c reot i ve f ree t ime was th rea ten ing : they 
could not imagine what they wou ld do or 
how they wou ld stay sane , wh i le others 
found themse l ves a l r e a d y ab l e to th r i ve in 
l e i su re which they a lone s t ructured . 

5 . 

Evaluation of reading: Marx is, of course , 
neces sa ry . S w e e z y was useful but I w i sh 
there w e r e something better , m o r e f luent 
a n d r e l e v a n t to modern A m e r i c a . Marcuse 
is both ser ious and sound in himself and a 
good start ing point for a more g e n e r a l 
d iscuss ion . 

Wi l l i ams {The Great Evas ion) tr ies to show 
that modern A m e r i c a has not p r o v e n M a r x 
w r o n g . The book contains many interest ing 
statistics, but these a r e a v a i l a b l e e l s e w h e r e 
and fhe book is r idden with obscur i t ies a n d 
a few misunders tand ings . Bel l ' s ar t ic le ('De
bate on Al ienat ion") is one of the most preg
nant p ieces that I h a v e come across . A l though 
Bell is not v e r y populor with the movement , 
his discussion of a l ienat ion and its deve lop
ment through Hege l to Marx (who changed 
it r ad i ca l l y ) is of bas ic importance . 

F red G o r d o n 
C a m b r i d g e , Mass . 
A u g . 14, 1966 

RADICAL 
SOCIAL 
MOVEMENT 

The Radical Soc ia l M o v e m e n t s s e m i n a r 
w a s o rgan ized at the beginning of June 
a long with two o t h e r s em ina r s for the sum
mer : Marx is t theory and Imper i a l i sm . The 
basic read ing list for Radical Socia l Move
ments inc luded : P e r m o n , A Theory of the 
Labor Movement, Lev ine Revo/u t /onoryS/n-
dicalism in France, E. P. Thompson The 
Making of the English Working Class, A r t 
Pre is Labor 's Giant Step a n d Howe and 
Cose r The American Communist Party. A n 
attempt was mode to d e v e l o p a c o m p a r a t i v e 
histor ical approach to the p rob lems of rad i 
cal h istory . The bas ic quest ions we invest i
gated w e r e : what w e r e the causes of radi
ca l i sm? who w e r e radica ls and how did they 
become rodicals? what w e r e the main pro
b lems rad ica l s faced in bui lding o m o v e m e n t 
to rea l i ze their object ives? what is the re
lat ionship b e t w e e n rad ica l i sm a n d t rade 
union struggles? 

The s e m i n a r suf fered f r o m Insufficient 
week ly preporot ion on the par t of partici
pants a n d a lack of direct ion in approach ing 
movements in dif ferent countr ies a n d dif
fe rent per iods . We w e r e ab le , h o w e v e r , to 
fo rmula te cer ta in bas ic p rob lems and to sug
gest hypotheses for further study - os to the 
impact of industr ia l unionism or economic 
depress ions on labor movements , the im
portance of rad ica l t rad l t ions f rom pre indus-
t r ia l lower c lasses , the dec l ine of rad ica l i sm 
in a d v a n c e d capital ist society , the react ion 
of rad ica l movements to state rep ress ion , 
etc. This fa l l we hope to continue the study 
of the p r o b l e m s , possibly restr ict ing our
se l ves this t ime to A m e r i c a n radicol h istory . 
We a l so w a n t to study the con tempora ry 
left a n d "new left" in Western Eu rope . 

The sem ina r met week ly and was usua l ly 
attended by about ten people , inc luding both 
g radua te and underg radua te students. There 
was some tu rnover in part ic ipat ion . We wil l 
p robab ly continue with a s imi la r fo rmat In 
the fa l l - g e n e r a l l y beginning discuss ions 
with a presentat ion based on the read ings . 

i m p e r i a l i s m 
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(continued f r o m page 5) 

The SDS chapter had been re fused recog
nition by the univers i ty af ter a se r ies of, 
appea l s , because it wou ld not d i savow its 
nat ional S D S connect ions. The adminis t rat ion 
stated that the chapter would be controled 
by a n outside force . The chapter dec ided 
to ignore the adminis t rat ion ru l ing on the 
grounds that they w e r e g ran ted the rights 
of speech , press , a n d a s semb ly by the U.S. 
Const i tut ion. They operated on campus just 
a s if they had been recognized . With a n 
A C L U commitment to defend the chapter in 
court , the adminis t rat ion ottempted unsuc
cessful ly to p reven t S D S operat ions at A r i 
zona state. But the issue was n e v e r r e so l ved . 
The c h a p t e r President , John L iv ingston, 
talked with me and we decided to construct 
• ma jor test of the adminis t rat ion thatwould 
be des igned to get me as a nat ional offi
cer , a r re s ted or f ina l ize the capitulat ion by 
the admin is t ra t ion . The c h a p t e r p laced 
signs a l l o v e r the campus adver t i z ing my 
speech in a un ivers i ty room, contacted the 
communicat ions med ia , notified the l awye r s 
and hand d e l i v e r e d announcements of the 
talk to th ree deans . O n the d a y of the sche
duled talk r ight w ing students distr ibuted a 
leaf let ca l l ing on students to " b r e a k u p . , . the 
I l legal meet ing . . . of the l e f t w a r d lean ing 
running off a t t h e mouth termites" , it looked 
a s there might be a ruckus, so the admin is t ra
tion had a squad of campus pol ice wa l l ing 
outside the door . The meet ing began , with 
much fun made of the r ight w inge r s , a re
gu la r speech, and a few s lams at the ad
ministrat ion who had sent pol ice to p r e v e n t 
a d is turbance and y e t den ied to repor te rs 
that they had any knowledge of the meet ing . 
The chapter peop le thought they had de facto 
ach ieved the right to organ ize on the A r i zona 
State campus . 

Throughout the south and in m a n y other 
a r e a s of the country w h e r e I v i s i ted chap
ters , the t rave l ing o rgan i ze r could hove 
c reated a n important confrontation for the 
SDS chapter . The organ izer would spend 
a week or so with the chapter people l ay ing 
the ground work and p repa r i ng and dis
cussing with people how to rnoke the issues 
c lear to as wide a range of peop/e on "he 
campus OS poss ible . The o rgan i ze r then 
would s e r v e as a catalyst , say on a f ree 
speech stand, probably get a r r e s t e d by a 
react ionary adminis t rat ion and in so doing 
lay the facade of the ivy c o v e r e d educa
t ional institution b a r e . But most t r a v e l e r s 
o re not p r e p a r e d to take such risks and 
often a r e h a m p e r e d in the i r teoch ingef fo r t s . 

A great dea l of the e lan has gone out of 
the student movement in the past y e a r , In 
fact much of what w e do seems repet i t ive 
a n d du l l . 1 think a signif icant loosening of 
the a rcha ic restra ints on most campus could 
be accompl i shed and radica l iz ing situations 
c reated for many students if S D S had a f ield 
organ iz ing staff ready to go Into some of 
the most r e g r e s s i v e schools and asser t the 
r ight of students to be f r e e . M a n y of the 
unnatura l d iv i s ions and potential i t ies that 
existed in the ea r l y civi l rights movement 
now exist in author i ta r ian bast ions of educa
tion (?}. SDS only need h i re the exper ienced 
staff and much of the existing student lethar
gy could be turned to a reawokened move
ment for campus r e f o r m . 

Chapte r s & The National Convention 

Dur ing the post y e a r there has been an 
enormous growth of disaffection a m o n g 
young people , par t i cu la r l y in the un ivers i 
ties. S D S , which has been fhe chief benef i
c ia ry of this disaffection, both in terms of 
inc reased membersh ip a n d increas ing na
t ional inf luence , has a l so been f rustrated 
on a notional l eve l due to a lack of coherent 
strategy or p r o g r a m m i n g . Our enormous 
growth (from 6 0 to 140 plus chapters) has 
led to increas ing f ragmentat ion in te rna l l y . 

With this in mind I would like to discuss 
my exper iences at the chapter l e v e l and 
then attempt to sketch some of the prob lems 
focing us as a nat ional organ izat ion . 

Dur ing the past six months that I have 
worked as a campus t r ave le r , I h a v e in
c reas ing ly wi tnessed the re|ecHon of main
s t ream life patterns - unaffect ionately known 
as the rat race . The symbols of res istence 
to A m e r i c a ' s sickness o re e v e r y w h e r e , e v e n 
in the most isolated a r e a s . The pr inc ipal 
express ion of this res istence has been a 
fantastic growth In the use of d rugs . E v e n 
on the most smal l and out o f t h e way cam
puses there a r e g r o u p s o f L S D a n d pot users . 
Another pr inc ipal form of res istence h a s 
been a m o v e m e n t to avo id the draft . Draft 
dodging is the most unorganized and uni
v e r s a l sign of disaffect ion. E v e n hyper-re

spectable f ratern i ty men a n d the a l l i enated 
academic i ans seek to avo id thedraft through 
graduate school or less "respectable" m e a n s . 
For the first time in history patr iot ism hos 
become posse in g e n e r a l , a n d the w a r is 
seen a s something smart g u y s a v o i d . There 
a r e m y r i a d other signs of discontent, includ
ing univers i ty f r ee speech fights, e lec tc r ia l 
opposition campa igns , increas ing numbers 
of suic ides , and the drop out phenomenon . 

O n the local l e v e l the forms of express ion 
h a v e inc reas ing ly been persona l r a t h e r 
than pol it ical . The strongest movement , the 
d rug m o v e m e n t bea r s this out. For instance 
the l i te rature on haluc inatory drugs extol ls 
their mind expanding qual i t ies a n d gifts 
of insight into the self . The d rug m o v e m e n t 
in effect starts with the p remise that the 
society Is anti human and offers the solu
tion of persona l sa lvat ion through psycha-
del ic en l ightenment . Essent ia l ly t h o u g h , 
disaffection as expressed through drugs iso
lates people in a n internal fantasy , ra ther 
then br inging them together in an effort 
to change the env i ronment . As such, it is 
a non-polit ical movement . 

Throughout middle c lass A m e r i c a , which 
has been our main constituency, dissent is 
most often expressed by a l l i enat ion , with
d r a w a l and the attempt to c reate Utopian 
communi t ies . M u c h of SDS ' s growth has 
come from this e lement and some of our 
past activists h a v e been lost to it. A s an 
organizat ion w e have not met our obl iga-
t ion. W e have not d e v e l o p e d p rog ramming 
to cata lyze this dissent a n d offer purposefu l 
d i rect ion to br ing about c rea t i ve change . 
W e h a v e had a f a i lu re of imaginat ion in 
deve lop ing p rogram that I s r e l e v e n t t o m u c h 
of the dissent that Is taking p lace . O u r Issues 
offers an ef fect ive w a y to oppose the w a r . 
Ob jec t i ve l y , there m a y be no better w a y to 
oppose the war on a nat ional sca le than the 
methods dev i sed so fa r . W e fhen ore in the 
posit ion of concentrat ing on other nat ional 
p rograming or rethinking the felt necessity 
for S D S hav ing a nat ional p r o g r a m . W e 
might d e v e l o p a radica l committment in G 
l a rger number of people and bui ld move-
menis or peopie inor unaersrano ine ir.ier-
re la tedness of i s s u e s better if e a c h local 
reg ion or chapter d e v e l o p e d p rograming 
that can best speak to people in that a r e a . 
In Berke ly , that p rogram might be joining 
with the forces to win a l l the city elect ions 
a n d win polit ical control of the community . 
At F lor ida and Buffalo, the p rograms wou ld 
l ikely be univers i ty re form campa igns , in 
Texas the p r o g r a m might be support ing the 
N F W melon strikes, in northern urban cities 
if might be the initiating of E R A P organ iz ing 
projects or the format ion of adult m o v e m e n t 
for a Democrat ic Society chapters . It's t rue 
that often a nat ional p rogram like the Inter
nat ional D a y s of Protest c reates and unif ies 
n a t i o n a l act ion, but on m o s t campuses , 
d iv ides the part ic ipants f rom the rest of the 
campus . Instead of the N e b r a s k a chapter , 
for e xamp le , d iv id ing 5 0 mil itants f rom the 
15 ,000 in the student body in an IDP protest, 
maybe it wou ld be much w i se r to concen
trate on a local p rogram that a l lowed t h e 5 0 
to talk to others a round them about how the 
society didn't a l low them to l i ve sat isfying 
l i v e s . W e hove operated in the post y e a r 
with the assumption that nat ional p rog ram
ing is good, pr inc ipa l ly because it concen
trates our power a n d lends di rect ion, bu fwe 
haven ' t d iscussed the a l te rna t i ves . W e might 
do wel l to invest our resources in staff 
t rave l ing agitators a n d deve lop a student 
e l an and polit ical knowledgeabi l i ty . M a y b e 
w e should return to a concentrat ion on do
mestic i ssues . 

In many chapters , S D S people h a v e d e v e l 
oped a minority psycho logy- they expect to 
be • minor i ty radica l vo ice in their a r e a . 
A few c h a p t e r s , h o w e v e r , h a v e dea l t 
imag inat i ve ly with the discontent that exists 
and h a v e broken through the image of be ing 
radica l politicos who a ren ' t concerned with 
more g e n e r a l issues of l i v ing . Par t icu lar ly 
at Buffalo and Ch icago w h e r e the adminis
trat ion was exposed as un respons i ve and 
unconcerned ove r the draft rank ing issue , 
and in the Univers i ty of F lo r ida w h e r e the 
issues w e r e a f ree speech a r e a and C I A 
i n v o l v e m e n t in the un ivers i ty , did the stu
dents begin to transcend the posit ion of 
be ing a rad ica l minority and begin to be the 
l eaders of campus-wide insurgency . If the 
disaffection is inc reas ing , as it a p p e a r s to 
be in our cul ture , then groups need not be 
so pessimist ic about their opportunit ies to 
hav^ t remendous impact on their communi
ties t h r o u g h the crystal izot lon of dissent 
a round a local g r i e v a n c e . It is most often 
through m o v e m e n t a round local g r i e v a n c e s 

that people begin to unders tand their con
nection with others who a r e v ict ims of the 
social o rde r , be they in V i e t n a m or Watts . 

Nat iona l l y , in the past y e a r , S D S has been 
ex t reme ly image conscious, a n d has tended 
to g i v e the safe answe r to fhe press when 
they inqu i re about one of our act iv i t ies . A 
much better policy would have been to let 
local or reg iona l people make statements 
w h e n e v e r poss ib le . At the some t ime, com
municat ions b e t w e e n the office a n d the 
m e m b e r s h i p or t h e i r representa t i ves in
v o l v e m e n t in decis ion-making has been 
v e r y poor . It was not until J a n e A d a m s sent 
the Bettina Aptheker strike proposal a r o u n d 
to the N a t i o n a l Inter im Commi t tee that 
that inter im decis ion-making body was act
ua l l y used . N e w Left Notes has been the 
p r ime unify ing force between nat ional SDS 
and local groupings . The chapters fee ! for
eign to what goes on in the notional office of 
S D S . Some chapters In Ca l i f o rn i a haven ' t 
reg is tered with the N . O . e v e n though fhey 
function with the reg ion . Others h a v e no 
contact bes ide N e w Left Notes and on oc
cas iona l ma i l ing . Dur ing fhe n e x t y e c r , there 
should be stress p laced on the N I C making 
inter im pol icy-making decis ions . W e should 
d raw out • p lan for the next four notional 
counci l meet ings a n d a r r a n g e for them in 
e v e r y region of the country . It is v i ta l that 
w e h a v e the next N C in Son Franc isco as 
the west coast has been ignored in the past. 
The re should a l so be issue c o n f e r e n c e s 
a r o u n d topics like fa rm labor , u rban riots 
a n d black power . L ibera l i sm and thewe l f a re 
state, etc, held in va r ious sectors of the 
country to br ing the member sh ip together 
a n d i n v o l v e d in a d ia logue o v e r specific 
polit ical ideas . REP might be we l l suited to 
a r r a n g e and conduct these conferences . SDS 
as a nat ional organizat ion must ser ious ly 
face the prob lem of nat ional identity , inter
na l communicat ions , a n d polit ical strategy 
or as o nat ional organizat ion , it wi l l become 
more i r r e l evan t to efforts of loco! groups . 

S D S is expanding into odult groupings 
a n d d o w n into ti igh schools . A lmos t 25% oi 
the membersh ip is composed of high school 
students. There a r e adul t groups in Ch icago , 
Los Ange le s and e l s e w h e r e , and increas ing
ly , SDS col lege g raduates a r e interested in 
be ing part of an adult organizat ion that 
represents the new left. S t ructura l ly , we 
must deve lop re lat ionships w h e r e these e le
ments con be re la ted , but h a v e their own 
independent decis ion-making and p r o g r a m . 
E R A P organ i ze r s o re v i r tua l l y autonomous 
and isolated f rom campus based S D S , a n d 
a re not a good example of student, non-
student in ter re ia tedness . W E need methods 
of re lnfus ion of co l lege people I n t o t h e E R A P 
communit ies so that they can learn more 
about the ree l wo r ld and f rom the exper
iences of the community people and organ i
zers struggl ing for rights aga inst the city 
mach ines . 

O v e r a l l , S D S increas ing ly has lost its 
sense of purpose . W e h a v e attempted to fi l l 
a polit ical vacuum tha tdemonded immense
ly rich a n d d i v e r s e p rograms and political 
insights. With our rap id growth and the 
difficulty of bui lding a domest ic m o v e m e n t 
a r o u n d the w a r i ssue , we h a v e lost our 
c lear sense of d i rect ion . W e need to discuss 
the re lat ionships between our constituent 
p a r t s - E R A P , Students and Adults . The stu
dent membersh ip of SDS has three possible 
direct ions. SDS could embark on a v igorous 
campa ign against the wa r , p robab ly a draft 
res istence p r o g r a m , and attempt to unify the 
ent i re V i e tnam movement a n d offer ing po
litical direct ion to the ra ther chaotic protests 
that a re taking place now. Secondly , w e 
could reject the idea of adopting a nat ional 
p r o g r a m and instead concentrate on local 
projects with stress on campus t rove l i ngond 
reg iona l issue conferences . A third possibi l
ity - separate more c lea r l y the student 
e l ement f rom S D S and work at forming • 
notional function -- a radica l act iv i s tnat iona l 
union of students with a v i ew of reaching 
and radica l iz ing a much b roade r segmentof 
students than w e hove heretofore reached . 

In the post, we have m e a n d e r e d through 
our nat ional convent ions and tor the last 
y e a r h a v e not come to gr ips with the prob
lems before us. SDS wi l l not exist as a v ib
rant force for change if w e continue to 
vcc i l a te and refuse to dec ide on a di rect ion. 

NEW 
REGION 
FORMED 

By Tom-Bell 

Niagara Regional Coordinating Committee 

The N . R . C . C . a rose out of t h e O c t o b e r l S -
16 Internat iona l Days of Protest. It was 
formed of the init iat ive of Buffalo S .D .S . 
and or ig ina l ly hod the intention of coordi
nating the peace act iv it ies of upper N e w York 
State a n d Southern Onta r io . The reg iona l 
action at the Internat ional D a y s - • demon
stration of 8 0 0 at the U. S. Consu la te In 
Toronto ~ p rov ided a good beginning for in
ternat iona l coordinat ion. Unfortunately , a 
latent imper i a l i sm on the N e w York s ide (all 
f e rence of approach and of situation made 
actual coordinat ion l apsebe tweencount r l e s . 
actual coordinat ion lapse between countr ies . 
A n interest rema ins in the N . R . C . C . for 
strong re lat ions with the C a n a d i a n groups . 

Three subsequent conferences of the 
N . R . C . C . have been he ld , one in Rochester 
and two in S y r a c u s e . The Rochester con
ference formulated the structure junstruc-
ture) of the Region. N o c lear decision-mak
ing mechan i sm w a s set out. The Region w a s 
to function as a means of communicat ion 
between local groups , as a coordinator for 
reg iona l act iv i t ies (should they be cal led) 
and O S a form of laison between the N . C . C . 
and notional S .D .S . A regional newsletter 
was mandated , and six issues hove op-
p e o r e d . 

Pr ior to the first confe re rKe at S y r a c u s e , 
the S .D .S . groups of the state began talk of 
fo rming a separa te reg iona l organizat ion for 
S .D . S . It was thought necessary because of 
rne s i n g . e Lssue founaotion of r.le N . R . C . C . 
and because of the d ivers i ty of groups in
v o l v e d [ C . A . D . A . , S .P .U . , A m e r i c a n Fr iends , 
C . O . R . E . , ad hoc peace groups . Un i tar ian 
Universo i i s t groups , W.S .P . , W.L .P .F . , Sporf i-
c is l , Spir i t and the Sword , and S .D .S . ) . At 
the Sy racuse conference , however , it be
came c lea r that a l l the part ic ipants hod o 
multi-issue approach , that a l l the student 
groups but the Sparticists we re v e r y close 
to S .D .S . , some in fact cons ider ing reaff i l ia-
tion with S .D .S . , and that the adult partici
pants prov ided a v e r y interesting and useful 
d imens ion which sould not be sac i i f i ced . 
The S .D .S . groups decided to scrap the idea 
of a separate Region . 

At the spr ing conference , the N . R . C . C . de
cided to coord inate the Nat iona l V i e t n a m 
E x a m for the Region . This w a s done with 
cons iderab le success. We used th reecampus 
t r a v e l e r s who both distr ibuted t h e e x a m a n d 
attempted to st imulate some re lated activity . 
We m a n a g e d to cove r 5 0 of the 55 testing 
centers in upper N e w York and distr ibuted 
about 6 0 , 0 0 0 exams around the state. 

Until now the N . R . C . C . has had no full 
t ime staff nor has it mainta ined a centra l 
off ice. H o w e v e r , late last spr ing the possi
bil ity opened to s h a r e a n office in I thocawith 
the Inter-Univers i ty Committee and to h i re 
Tom Be l l , a g raduate school drop-out, as a 
regional sec re ta ry . A mai l ballot was sent 
out to the Regional work list with ]00% fav
orable response both to the idea of the office 
and staff and to the idea of functioning as a 
region of S .D .S . and the N . C . C . it a lso ap
pears that Robert Tenney , of Amer i can 
F r iends and S .D .S . may be a v a i l a b l e as a 
staff member . 

The precise opperotion of the Region musi 
still be formulated at a conference this toi l . 
Three goals seem apparent , howeve r : better 
coordinat ion and communicat ion between 
existing groups , organizat ion of newgroups , 
and implementat ion of a Regional Project. 
In addit ion, I hope that the groups of the 
state wil l enter an interna l education dia
logue attempting to dete rmine long range 
strategy, and to clar i fy our ideological po
sit ion. The Region, br ief ly , has the task of 
organizat ion bu i ld ing . 



BOSTON REP PROPOSAL 
Submitted by the Boston REP committee 

Because we feel that the Radical Educat ion 
Project as out l ined in N e w Left Notes no. 's 
10 , 13 , 14 and 1 7 is in some respects inade
quate for the object ives which S D S had in 
mind when it a p p r o v e d the estab l i shment 
of REP , the Boston REP committee would like 
to offer the fol lowing crit ic isms and sub
stant ive proposals to gu ide the implemen
tation of REP this f a l l ; 

1 . The e ighty-three topics l isted under sev
en g e n e r a l headings in the REP quest ion
na i r e ( N L N * ] 7 } which o re to form the basis 
for local a n d nat ional study groups o re too 
f ragmented and unre la ted to one another . 
Before we send off hundreds of S D S and 
non-SDS REP people to do or ig ina l r e s e a r c h 
on "local governments , " " Japan , " a n d "The 
Rura l C l a s s in Amer i ca , " we should f irst 
formulate the la rge quest ions that w e want 
to Gsk about the nature of A m e r i c a n society 
and the difficulties faclnq • m o v e m e n t for 
rad ica l sociol change within that society . 
On l y then wi l l the f indings f rom part icu lar 
r e sea rch projects be made re l evan t to our 
day-to-day work of bui lding a left In the 
United States . 

2. REP should meet fhe need for interna l 
education in S D S as we l l as the need for 
or ig ina l r e s e a r c h in social sc ience f ie lds . 
Many member s of S D S wi l l not wont to 
embark on research projects or to publ ish 
papers in the nat ional REP jou rna l . There 
is a good dea l of l i te rature that can be used 
for non-research , discussion-or iented study 
groups . The REP ou t l i neg i ves the impress ion 
that there is nothing that has been written 
which focuses on the p rob lems of the left. 
A l though we o re shor ten concrete p rog rams 
or strategic ana l y s i s , books by scholars like 
Herber t Marcuse , C . Wr igh tMi l l s , P a u l B a r a n 
and Paul Sweezy , and G a b r i e l Koiko and 
others who h a v e wr i t ten on A m e r i c a n Radi

ca l History or the N e w Left, ore ce r ta in l y 
worth study a n d discuss ion. It is important 
for member s of SDS to re late their own per
ceptions and ana l y se s of A m e r i c a n society 
a n d its radica l tradit ions to the p rob lems 
facing the movement today. S D S ' search for 
an "ideology" or p rogram con only begin with 
this kind of ongoing crit ical ana l y s i s a n d 
discuss ion. W e cannot expect a few d a y s 
of workshops at annua l Convent ions to re
medy our intellectuol and polit ical weak
nesses . REP's main function should be to 
prov ide the basis for S D S ' pol it ical or ideol
ogica l deve lopment , 

3 . SDS member s should def ine the prob
lems they want REP to study. The opportuni
t ies for i n v o l v i n g intel lectuals a n d a c a -
medic ians who ore sympathet ic to S D S in 
REP ore important , but these ind iv idua ls 
should not de te rmine the content of REP's 
work. There wi l l be many prob lems in the 
part ic ipat ion of l ibera l professors and scho
la rs In REP . These ind iv idua ls wi l l be ex
perts In p a r t l c u i a r a r e a s o t t h e social sc iences 
of great importance for REP; yet they wi l l 
not sha re SDS more g e n e r a l radica l con
ce rns . E v e r y attempt should be made to 
get them to contribute to REP without letting 
their expert i se and know ledgecometodomi 
nate REP act iv i ty . This requ i res an explicit 
rejection of the dominant ideology of A m e r i 
can social sc ience : the Ideology of specia l i 
zation and exper t i se , and with it the tendency 
to shy a w a y f rom a cr it ical examinat ion of 
our ent i re soc ia l sys tem, or a n ana l y s i s of 
the des i rab i l i ty and possibi l ity of radica l 
social change. It is prec i se ly these l a rger 
issues that REP must tackle. 

In o rde r to implement these object ives 
- 1) to e l im ina te the f ragmentat ion in the 
topics selected for the REP ques t ionna i re 
a n d study groups , 2] to meet S D S ' needs 
for interna l educat ion , 3) to h a v e S D S ' 
member s def ine REP's intel lectual and poli
t ical or ientat ion - w e propose the fo l lowing: 

That the nat ional REP committee and local 
REP representa t i ves d r a w up a suggested 
read ing list for a basic REP discussion group 
which can be held w h e r e v e r REP act iv i ty 
a n d resea rch is going on . This bas ic dis
cussion group wou ld be the centra l focus, 
at least in the beg inn ing , for REP activity 
in chapters or city groups . It could meet 
once e v e r y week o r e v e r y two weeks , or 
more often if des i r ed . The purpose of the 
discussion group wou ld b e : 1] to formulate 
the ma in quest ions and a r e a s of r e sea rch 
that part icu lar REP groups or ind iv idua ls 
would then do further work on , and 2) to 
s e r v e these people who don't want to do 
or ig ina l r e sea rch , but w a n t a n ongoing study 
group . Discuss ions could be cente red on 
read ings f rom the suggested read ing list, 
other books and art ic les , presentat ions by 
speakers , or reports f rom REP resea rch 

projects . O u t of the basic discussion group 
wou ld come ideas for r e sea rch groups , and 
the interact ion between resea rch projects 
a n d the ongoing g e n e r a l d iscuss ion g roup 
wou ld ensu re that f indings f rom part icu lar 
a r e a s of study would be made re l evan t 
to REP's long-range purpose of creat ing an 
a n a l y s i s and program for the left. 

The init ia l g e n e r a l REP discussion g roup 
could h a v e read ings p l anned for a semester 
or a n ent i re y e a r . At some point part ic ipants 
in the g e n e r a l discussion groups might de
cide to d isband and break up into s m a l l e r re
search or discussion groups . O r the bas ic 
discussion group might continue to meet 
wh i le sma l le r groups or ind iv idua ls w e r e 
at the s a m e t ime doing r e s e a r c h projects. 
This kind of discussion group wou ld be idea l l y 
suited for the chapter l e v e l , a l though a num
ber of chapters might want to get together 
on one . The discussion group , like the re
search part of REP , wou ld be open to non-
SDS OS w e l l as S D S p e o p l e . The REP 
representa t i ve for the a r e a wou ld take re
sponsibi l i ty for procur ing books and art ic les 
ond read ing lists, for schedul ing speakers 
and resea rch presentat ions , for a r r a n g i n g 
meet ings , and for keeping the nat ional REP 
headquar te r s in formed on the progress of 
discussion and resea rch groups . This wou ld 
enab le the nat ional REP journa l to keep a l l 
discussion groups a n d r e s e a r c h projects up 
on cur rent work in other a r e a s . 

This proposal does not concern Itself with 
that part of REP invo lv ing the arts , or radi
cals in the protess ions, nor does it consider 
the possible uses of REP for o rgan i ze r s in 
ERAP , or community peop le . It is a i m e d 
ma in l y at S D S chapters , both campus a n d 
non-campus, a l t h o u g h a l l REP oct iv i t ies 
would be open to non-SDS people . The 
suggest ion for a basic REP discussion group 
Is not put fo rwa rd as the only possible 
format for init ial REP act iv i ty across the 
country . But it is cer ta in ly we l l suited to 
the init iat ion of REP at the chapter l e v e l . 
And w h a t e v e r form R E P takes, the tt i ree 
object ives p rev ious l y discussed -1) lo ap-
prooch part icular r e sea rch projects in the 
context of l a rge r p rob lems of soc ia l a n a l y s i s 
that a r e immed ia te l y r e l evan t to tfie left 
today, 2} to meet the need for interna l 
educat ion and discussion in S D S , 3] to hove 
S D S m e m b e r s , in p re l im ina ry REPdiscuss ion 
groups , def ine REP ' s political and intel lectual 
or ientat ion - must be embod ied in our 
concept of REP's purpose and in our attempts 
to imp lement it. 

A P P E N D I X - S A M P L E REP R E A D I N G LIST 
F O R THE B A S I C D I S C U S S I O N G R O U P 

(based on suggest ions f rom Boston and N e w 
York REP part ic ipants) 

1 . C r i t ique of A m e r i c a n Society - The Poli
tical a n d Economic S y s t e m . 
W h a t is the extent of corporate control 
of domest ic polit ical a n d economic de
cis ion-making? How " a f f l u e n t " is our 
society : how ser ious a re prob lems of 
pover ty , structural unemployment , pro
duction for waste and destruction (the 
defense sector) , inequa l i t ies in income 
distr ibution, inadequate spending on 
public se rv i ces , etc.? W h y can't the 
vast major i ty of the A m e r i c a n peop le 
"control the decis ions that affect their 
l ives?" 

G a b r i e l KoIko, Wealth and Power in 
America, Triumph of Conservatism 
B a r a n & Sweezy , Monopoly Capital 
J . K. G a l b r a i t h , The Affluent Society 
Har r ington , The Other America 
C. W r i g h t M i l l s , The Power Elite 
Herbert Marcuse, One-D imens iona l 

M a n 

2 . Critique of American Society - Foreign 
Policy and I mperialism 
What is the nature a n d causes of the 
present character of A m e r i c a n fo re ign 
pol icy? What g roups wi th in A m e r i c a n 
policy changed since the end of the 
n ineteenth century? "Miat is the extent 
of our o v e r s e o s e c o n o m i c i n v o l v e m e n t ? 
How do our economic interests re la te 
to gove rnment ' s pol icy? W h a t a r e the 
prob lems of industr ia l izat ion for the 
third wor ld? How has the United States 
reacted to and in f luenced these prob
lems? 

W, A . W i l l i a m s , The Tragedy of Amer
ican Diplomacy 

D. Horowitz , F ree-Wor/d Coliosus 
G a r A lperov i t z , A t o m i c Diplomacy: 

Hiroshima and Potsdam 
Paul Ba ron , The Political E conomy of 

Growth 
G e r a s s i , The Great Fear in Latin Ameri

ca 

3. A m e r i c a n Radical History 
W h a t h a v e been the main causes of 
the growth of radica l m o v e m e n t s in the 
past? W h o w e r e the rad ica l s and w h y 

did they become rad ica l s?What w e r e 
the ideo log iesof p rev ious rad ica l move-
ments?-How did these ideologies re la te 
to the par t i cu la r histor ical situations of 
the movemntswh i ch they s e r v e d ? W i o t 
w e r e the p rob lems of fact iona l i sm, or
gan iza t iona l forms , pol it ical a l l i ances 
and ideological unity and c lar i ty in 
A m e r i c a n rad ica l movements? How did 
other g roups and c lasses in society 
react to the movements? W h a t accounts 
for the lack of an ongoing rad ica l trodi-
tradit ion in A m e r i c a ? W h y h a v e radi
cal movements fa i led to a ch i eve their 
object ives In the past? 

Phi l ip Foner , History of the American 
Labor Movement 4 V o l u m e s 

Snannon , His tory of the Socialist Party 
Hicks, The Populist Revolt 
C. V a n n W o o d w a r d , Origins of the 

N e w South 
Pollack, The Populist Response to in

dustrial America 
A r t Pre is , Labor 's G ion f Step 
Howe & C o s e r , The American Com

munist Party 
W. Z . Foster , History of the Communist 

Party ofthe United States 
S idney Lens , The Crisis of American 

Labor 

4. Or ig ins a n d Future of the " N e w Left" 
W h a t a r e the ma in p rob lems fac ing 
the "New Left" in A m e r i c a ? W h a t a r e 
(or should be our object ives? W h a t 
g roups make up the N e w Left?What 
a r e the m a i n a l t e rna t i ves open to the 
N e w Left for bui ld ing a b rood radica l 
const i tuency? 

J a cobs ond Landau , The N e w Radrca/s (esp. 
se lect ions by Mi l l s , F lacks, Edi tors of Studies 
on the Left, B a y o r d Rustin) 
Hal D r a p e r , "In D e f e n s e of t h e ' N e w 
Rad i ca l s " , N e w Politics, IV : 3 , S u m m e r 1965 
' W i t h the Movements , " Studies on the Left, 
V : l , V : 2 , V : 3 
J a m e s O ' C o n n o r , "Towards a Theory of C o m 
munity Unions I and 11", Studies I V : 2 , I V : 4 
Tom H o y d e n , ' r e v i e w of Z inn , The N e w 
Abol i t ionists Studies V ; I . , T h e 
Politics of the M o v e m e n t , " Dissent , Jon-Fefa. 
1966 Har r ington , 'Is there a new Radicalism?" 
Par t i san Rev i ew , Spring 1965 

N o t e : The reading list is merely intended to 
be suggestive. It is too long for fhe purposes 
of a basic discussion group for REP. Selections 
and detailed annotation of readings would 
be needed before such a reading list could 
be u s e d (fhe final reading list could be 
drawn up in a form similar to the Basic 
Study Guide on Vietnam that Steve Rosen
thal wrote for SDSj. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

F t . H o o d T h r e e 
R E S O L U T I O N 

For the 1 966 g e n e r a l convent ion of Students 
for a Democrat ic Society 

Be It Reso lved That: 

Students for a Democrat ic Society g i v e 
its ful lest support to the Fort Hood Three 
( P F C J a m e s Johnson , Pvt. Denn i s M o r a , 
and Pvt . D a v i d Somas) and a l l G l ' s who a r e 
persecuted for exerc i s ing their constitutional 
r ights of f ree speech and peaceab le as sem
b ly . A l so , let S D S ful ly support the r ight 
of be Fort Hood Three and a l l courageous 
G l ' s who do not want to part ic ipate in the 
i l l ega l , i m m o r a l and unjust w a r now being 
w a g e d by the U. S. G o v e r n m e n t in v io lat ion 
of the N u r e m b e r g C h a r t e r , and in def iance 
of a l l s tcndords of decency and mora l i ty . 

W e urge that the fo l lowing act iv i t ies , as 
suggested by the N e w York fort Hood Three 
Defense Commi t tee , be undertaken by S D S 
Chapte r s a n d ind iv idua l S D S member s 
w h e r e v e r poss ib le : 

1 . Obta in statements of support for the 
three G l ' s f rom prominent people in y o u r 
a r e a , including t rade unionists , professors , 
polit icians and peace candidates , c iv i l r ights 
l eade r s , and of course , persons in the anti
w a r movement . Ask them to become spon
sors of the defense committee . 

2. Conduct demonstrat ions and meet ings 
in support of the three G l ' s . Inc lude their 
case in other ant i-war demonst rat ions being 
p lanned in you r a r e a . M e m b e r s of the 

fami l i e s of a l l three of the G l ' s a r e w i l l ing 
to speck on their behal f . 

3 . Pass out fact sheets on the cose to G l ' s 
w h e r e v e r y o u can f ind them - at n e a r b y 
mi l i tary bases , s e r v i ce clubs, U S O ' s , bus 
te rmina l s , etc, This act iv i ty is complete ly 
lega l , the response has been insp i r ing , and 
it is one of the most effect ive w a y s ot main
ta ining pressure o n the author i t ies con
nected with the cose . 

4 . Wr i te or w i re C o n g r e s s m e n , Sena to r s , 
the S e c r e t a r y of De fense and the Sec re ta ry 
of the A r m y , a n d Pres ident Johnson , urg ing 
that the three G l ' s not be prosecuted . 

5 . S e n d telegrams of support to the three 
men themse l ves . Letters wi l l not reach them 
but te legrams w i l l . They a re under t r emen
dous p re s su re and the ant i-war m o v e m e n t 
must let them know it is backing them up. 
Te legrams should be add res sed ind iv idua l l y 
to Pfc. J a m e s Johnson , 5 1 5 8 1 2 7 7 , B idg . 6 7 6 9 , 
F o r t D i x , N. J . or Pvt. D e n n i s M o r a , 
5 1 5 8 1 3 0 8 , BIdg. 6 7 6 9 , Fort Dix, N . J . , or 
Pvt . D a v i d Somas , 5 6 4 0 8 5 7 7 , B Idg. 6 7 6 9 , 
Fort Dix, N . J . 

6. Send contr ibutions to the De fense C o m 
mittee to pay for fhe legal fees , and the 
costs of publ ic iz ing the case . Solicit contri
butions f rom other people in y o u r a r e a who 
might be wi l l ing to support the case . Send 
the contributions to: The Fort Hood Three 
Defense Commit tee , 5 Beekman St. 10th 
F loor , N e w York, N e w York 10038 . 

Un ivers i ty of 
Lenore S h e r i d a n 

l inois - C a m p a i g n 
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on Poveiiy's "keep 'em ott the streetssothey 
don't riot" p rograms . They ' ve organ ized a 
strike a round the issue of late pay checks 
and the g e n e r a l bullshit of the p r o g r a m . 
Whethe r or not the strike, coordinated with 
another O E O p r o g r a m that h o p p e n s t o h o v e 
a good number of young J O I N m e m b e r s 
in it, comes off, depends on whether or 
not the checks a r r i v e - two d a y s after this 
goes to press . In any even t , the ideas a r e 
there , and a s izeable group of young whi tes 
a r e beginning to think in te rmsof organiz ing 
a movement that wi l l run Uptown. 

THE LOCAL WAR ON POVERTY 

The W a r on Pover ty is another a r e a J O I N 
works in . In Ch icago there is little question 
that the W O O is intended to control poor 
peop le . The O E O ' s rhetoric of part ic ipation 
Is not pract iced, and hard ly ment ioned . Re
cently a southern kid who works with a 
ne ighborhood group was f i red for" fa ls i fy lng 
his t ime sheet" when he went to Washington 
a n d p a r t i c i p a t e d in the demonstrat ion 
aga ins t "Sarge" (salute) S h r i v e r . J O I N ini
tiated and manned a picket l ine of 100 at 
the adv i so ry council m e e t i n g , w h e r e o f a v o r -
ab le resolution w a s passed (yet not ye t 
acted upon) . Increas ingly J O I N member s 
• re attempting to be emp loyed In O E O pro
g r a m s , and people a l r e a d y emp loyed a r e 
Increas ingly joining J O I N . Its not a good 
idea in terms of job secur i ty , but more and 
more people a r e wea r i ng J O I N buttons in
side the Urban Cen te r . There is talk of 
a union of pover ty workers (poor people 
emp loyed by the Urban Cente r ) . G i r l s in a 
gang program just rece i ved notional publi
city when on a l d e r m a n made public the 
fact that they marched in both the W e l f a r e 
and police brutaliiy marches. The samegiris 
have been 'causing rouble'by demanding to 
be allowed to attend and have a say in 
policy making meeting. 

S O M E THINGS J O I N D O E S : 

J O I N has had on important inf luence on 
local g roups that o re supposed to help poor 
peop le . The abi l i ty to do that has come after 
hard groundwork for wel l o v e r a y e a r . The 
local p a p e r has a better understanding of 
poor people and their art ic les hove usual ly 
been better . The manag ing editor seemed t o -
unders tand and e v e n a g r e e with the reasons 
I g a v e him for why o rgan i ze r s usua l ly refuse 
to talk to the press , say ing talk to such a n d 
such a community pe r son . A f o r m e r l y hosti le 
minister has m o v e d to a f avo rab le position 
on J O I N , taken on our rhetor ic in his store
front operat ion , a n d works with us c losely 
on a number of issues . His is pe rhaps the 
most a d v a n c e d local social agency (from our 
point of v iew) , but he indicates a rea l shift 
that seems to be In process . People in the 
U rban Center h o v e told m e : "I want you 
to knowfha tmy opinion of J O I N hoschonged ; 
I think y o u ' r e doing • great job, and I 
only w ish my job wou ld let m e . . ." A fe l low 
who heads the Urban Cente r ' s smal l busi
ness loan p rogram needed people to fi l l 
his p rogram (a l l the O E O p rog rams have 
quotas that h a v e to be met.) He c a m e to 
us wi th : "I know J O I N is the largest g roup 
in the a r e a , and I wonder if you could help 
me . . ." The some thing happened when re
cruits w e r e needed for on O E O theater pro
g r a m , a l though the director of the center 
wasn't happy about the situation once he 
rea l i zed what had happened . A number of 
the U r b a n Cente r ' s power less adv i so ry 
council a r e moving to a position of open 
support (or J O I N . Young g u y s fee l the cops 
have "let up s ince the march . " As I noted 
before , t h e senator ia l candidates h a v e 
sought our support . 

C i t yw ide fhe "movement" is dominated by 
S C L C . J O I N is the only "white" g roupof poor 
people working to change the city. O u r in
f luence has at t imes been important in terms 
of decis ions mode by S C L C and the Coordi
nating Counc i l of Communi ty Organ i za t ions . 
W e a re a n important a l l y to movement 
or iented workers in both S C L C and C C C O . 
There is talk about ac i t yw ide union of (move
ment or iented - S N C C -SDS) community 
o rgan ize rs . O u r act iv i t ies and our ideas in 
meet ings with other community groups in 
the city ra ise movement quest ions aboutthe 
direct ion that community organ iz ing should 
take. O u r housing w o r k h a s hodon Important 
Impact on fenan t sg roups in the city ; o u r w o r k 

In w e l f a r e sets the Ideological tone in fhe 
city we l f a re movement , and has inf luenced 
some of the l eadersh ip in the l U P A E . 

The movement of whites in Uptown f lys 
in the face of southern rac i sm . A key person 
in the G O O D F E L L O W S , known to disl ike 
N e g r o e s , s a id : "they got the some p rob lem ; 
I don't c a r e what color they a r e , w e ' v e gotta 
control those damn po l i ce . " JO IN wcrksc lose-
ly with N e g r o groups on c i tywide issues . 
Our organiz ing committee i s i n t e g r a t e d . a n d 
act ive member s a r e v e r y good on the race 
quest ion . Recently a m e m b e r was re fused 
on apar tment In a modern ized bui lding 
p a y w ^ for by the Maremont Foundat ion . It 
is quite l ikely that the reason w a s because 
she is block. The organiz ing committee voted 
to support her , e v e n to picket thebui ldlng 
if necessa ry . The gesture w a s s ince re ; I was 
g l a d , h o w e v e r , that w e didn't h o v e t o picket, 
because the bui lding is located on the street 
with the h ighestconcentrat ionot southerners 
in Uptown, the major i ty of which a r e not as 
good on the quest ion as o r e oct ive member s 
of J O I N . 

O u r w o r k a l s o p r o v i d e s a veh i c l e of expres
sion for a sort of pupulist spir it held by 
a good number of people in Uptown, porti-
cu lor ly southerners , but a lso other poor 
whites who h a v e come to the city f rom ru ra l 
a r e a s such as Wisconsin and Minnesota . 
A number of us o rgan ize in te rms of poor 
people and rich p e o p l e . A g o o d m a n y people 
in the community v i e w middle c lass people 
OS be ing rich (they o re i n t h e i r v i e w . ) U n d e r -
standing of c lass , power , control , in f luence , 
etc. in the society becomes more sophisti
cated a s the person s p e n d s more t i m e 
a round J O I N , its act iv i t ies , m e m b e r s and 
o rgan i ze r s . I hove ment ioned this "populist 
spirit" because I fee l it to be rea l a n d im
portant in suggesting poor whi les con, and 
should , be o rgan i zed . 

I hove attempted to g i v e a descr ipt ion of 
our work . W e h a v e plenty of prob lems , 
but things go we l l and a n u m b e r of us 
o r e optimistic. I hope that our work indicares 
s tanding of c lass , power , control , inf luence, 
etc. in the society becomes more sophisti
cated as the person s p e n d s m o r e t i m e 
a round J O I N , its act iv i t ies , member s a n d 
organ ize rs . I hove ment ioned th i s 'popul i s t 
spirit" because I fee l it to be rea l ond im
portant in suggesting poor whites can , and 
should , be o rgan ized . 

I h a v e attempted to g i ve a descr ipt ion of 
our work. W e h o v e plenty of p rob lems , 
but things go wel l and a number of us 
o re optimistic. I hope that our work indicates 
that working with poor whi tes is possible , 
and encourages others to osk quest ions and 
pry further into the possibi l i t ies , e v e n g i ve 
it a try. T h a t s u c h w o r k i s i m p o r t a n t a n d more 

"fê  it nSbfsary should be c lea r . As for the 
l a rge r quest ions of ' w h e r e does organiz ing 
poor people lead?" I hove two things to say . 
f i r s t l y , a lot of the answer s a ren ' t going to 
oe known unless people actual ly work of 
organiz ing poor peop le . Secondly , I be l i eve 
that ser ious thinking about the quest ion is 
needed , and I trust that f r iends and spir i
tual brothers of a current ly more theoret ica l 
bent wi l l be doing it he re at the convent ion 
and tor some t ime to come . 

I do f ee l , howeve r , that more attention 
should be g i ven to actual organ iz ing ; base 
theory on exper ience , action and work. We ' re 
n e v e r going to know unless more people , 
a whole lot more , who a re now in school 
or in one of the many pre-radica l mor i-
tor iums that often fol lows school, dec ide to 
make the break and g i ve it a t ry . I won't 
soy go set up new projects w h e r e v e r there 
o re poor people , because persona l exper
iences in Ook land , and the exper iences of 
other E R A P and S N C C projects suggest to 
me that care fu l groundwork and "training" 
a r e necessary if a community organiz ing pro
ject is to have any semblence of success. 
W h a t I wi l l suggest Is that Ch i cago is bui ld
ing a movement , and that J O I N is on im
portant part of it. There 's a lot of work to 
do he re , not only with poor whites , but with 
existing groups and still v i rg in a r e a s in 
N e g r o and Puerto Rican a r e a s as w e l l . 
Poor People 's Power is more radica l than 
Black Power . J O I N ' s organiz ing committee 
is cur rent ly engaged in ser ious discussions 
about opening new projects in poor white 

REP - asks 
journal is ts , leftist young leaders , gove rn
ment off ic ials , gue r i l l a l eade r s , etc. con 
prov ide us with f irst-hand reports and ana ly 
sis of tbe action of insurgent movements , 
the workings of the fore ign pol icy appara tus , 
hints of impending deve lopments . O n this 
bas i s w e can grea t l y improve our abi l i ty to 
produce documented polit ical a n a l y s i s , to 
moke independent and accurate judgments , 
to cha l lenge "official truth" and to base 
polit ical opposit ion. By ma inta in ing regu la r 
cor respondence with radica l groups a n d 
scholarsh ip f rom ab road we con inc rease 
the d e g r e e of coordinat ion between their 
work and that of the A m e r i c a n movement . 

Work a n d Money : REP wi l l only complete 
its projected p r o g r a m and expand into other 
a r e a s as people vo lunteer to do the work 
a n d p rov ide the m o n e y . We a r e now re
cruit ing staff for the REP nat ional office 
in A n n Arbor , a n d coordinators , a n y w h e r e , 
to take on responsibi l i ty in promoting part i
cu la r content a r e a s of a n a l y s i s . Job descr ip
tions for staff and more detai l on the tasks 
for which coordinators and re sea r che r s a r e 
n e e d e d a r e a v a i l a b l e f rom the REP people 
at the convent ion , or f rom the REP office. 

Of course REP is broke. It has been l iv ing 
oft sma l l contr ibutions (mostly f rom non-
S D S e r s ) , and f rom a $2 ,000 advance f rom 
Doub leday-Anchor for the REP book. This 
resource is about exhaus ted . We a r e in d i re 
need of at least one more person to work 
on fundra i s ing . W e a lso plan to put into 
effect the vo lunta ry assessment author ized 
a t the Apr i l N C , of $5 form each S D S mem
ber . 

The REP staff for the fa l l is tentat ive ly : 
Fu l l t ime : Mike and E v e l y n Go ld f i e ld , S t eve 
We i s sman , J i m Jacobs , ond S teve Johnson . 
Part t ime o r vo luntee r : Mike Locker, Bor ry 
B luestone, A ) H a b e r , Ba rbora H a b e r , C o r ! 
O g l e s b y . 

The work of REP need not a n d should not 
be restr icted to "profess ional scholars" . Stu
dents con bui ld their te rm pape r s a round 
research needs of the movement . People 
i n v o l v e d in action projects can undertake 
the needed , though usual ly neglected poli
t ical a n a l y s i s ond eva lua t ion of the p rograms 
In which they work. People in profess ional 
school can begin to formula te , on poper , 
cr i t iques of the con tentof profess iona l educa
tion a n d pract ice . People who work " regular 
jobs ' can begin to descr ibe the par t icu lar 
condit ions of their work and what is needed 
to moke tha i work more humane or reward-

a n d P u e r t o Rican a r e a s a d j o i n ^ ours , 
mean ing that we wou ld be working in two 
wa rds , a n ent i re congress iona l district, the 
ent i re a r e a c o v e r e d by the U r b a n Progress 
Cente r , and the ent i re urban renewa l a r e a . 
W e need people ; as usua l , the m o v e m e n t 
needs peop le . 

' '• ftere a r e s o m e v e r s m f r o m o f e w s o n g s w e 
s ing : 

Keep on the F i r ing Line 
Keep on the F i r ing l ine boys , 
Keep on the f i r ing l ine . 
If w e ' r e going to get what the 

poor a in ' t got yet , 
Got ta keep on the f i r ing l ine . 

W O R K I N G O N THE B U I L D I N G 

O h when we ' r e march ing 
W e ' r e work in on the bui lding 
W e ' r e holding up the blood sta ined 

banne r to our lord 
W e n e v e r get t i red , t i red of working on 

the bui lding 
W e ' r e gonna go to h e a v e n , get our 

reword 

WILL THE C IRCLE BE U N B R O K E N 

Mr . Pol ice, Mr . Pol ice, 
W h y do you treat us so, 
What ' s the c r ime lord , for being poor 

lord , 
What ' s the cause to make us go . 

ing. Indeed there a r e few people in the move
ment tor whom rad ica l r e sea rch a n d educa
tion is not r e l e van t . A n d there a r e few 
people whose on-going work is such that 
they could not contribute to REP . You have 
to look for your opportunit ies a n d take them . 

Uncle REP wants y o u ! 

B E A T I N G T H E S Y S T E M 

M I L W A U K E E , W I S C O N S I N 

S D S should urge students to take a d v a n 
tage of the so ca l led G r e a t Society P rog rams . 
M a n y students, espec ia l l y those who pri
ma r i l y support themse l ves or h a v e scholar
ships , can qual i ty for Work Study , Food 
Stamps , and Public Hous ing . 

R ichard C l o w a r d has recent ly pointed out 
in The Nation (5/2/66) that m a n y people 
a re entit led to w e l f a r e benef i ts , but do not 
ask for ass is tance . Not only would Indiv i
dua l students benefit , but S D S m e m b e r s 
could become organ izers a n d attack we l f a re 
co lonia l i sm from the ins ide . 

Tom Rose 

PS: I think these kinds of Issues should be 
discussed at the convent ion in the obove 
form or you r own. 

W O R K S H O P 
A D U L T O R G A N I Z I N G 

W O R K S H O P O N ADULT O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

There is g row ing interest in the deve lop
ment of a ser ious p r o g r a m di rected at org
aniz ing on 'adult" new left. S D S people 
gene ra l l y recognize that organiz ing pro
g r o m s d i rected only o l poor comm unities o re 
i n o d e q u a t e . M o r e o v e r , it is v e r y likety t h e 
case that a substantial number of non-stu
dents now exist who a r e interested in be
coming port of on explicit ly radica l o rgan iza
tion. At least three such groups h a v e been 
ment ioned : graduate students, young faculty 
a n d other young "intellectuals"; young doc
tors, l a w y e r s , teachers , social workers and 
other profess ionals ; o lder people who h a v e 
part ic ipated in the peace m o v e m e n t and 
s imi la r efforts and who see the need for on 
explicit ly pol it ical , multi-issue organizat iona l 
f o r m . 

The adult organizat ion workshop is a i m e d 
at systematic discussion of the w a y s inwh ich 
these and other constituencies mightbe org
an i zed . The specific issues to be addressed 
by this workshop would include the follow
ing : what constituencies o re appropr ia te for 
new orgonizat ion? W h a t mode ls exist for 
loca l organ izat ion : a) independent polit ical 
act ion; b) organizat ion of profess iona ls ; c) 
rad ica l educat ion in communit ies . The prob
lem of notional coordinat ion and the ro le of 
S D S : 

Some people might a rgue that we should 
begin now to explicit ly bui ld a new polit ical 
party . O the r s might take the posit ion that it 
is time for the format ion of a M o v e m e n t 
for a Democrat ic Society , l inked or not 
l inked to S D S , to be fo rmed at a nat ional 
l e v e l . O the r s might take fhe v iew that e v e n 
the latter is p rematu re ; instead S D S , together 
with other groups such as the Nat iona l 
Con fe rence for o N e w Politics, should de
vote resources to bui lding local organizat ion 
among a v a i l a b l e constituencies. Still others 
wou ld a r g u e for t hedeve lopmento f reg iona l 
"movennents" which tie together a va r i e t y of 
organizat iona l efforts a round a common 
p rogram a n d perspect ive . In this v iew , S D S 
wou ld concentrate its efforts in c f e w regions 
that promise substantial growth . To what ex
tent a r e these positions in conflict? 

What role can S D S p loy , rea l i s t i ca l ly , in 
such deve lopment? - - What resources , es
pec ia l ly in terms of people , exist now for 
full-time organiz ing work. 

The workshop should a i m for the formula
tion of a concrete p rogram for adult organ i
zat ion, including both g e n e r a l perspect ives 
to a id people in local work, a n d , hopeful ly , 
recommendat ions for nat ional coordinat ion . 
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R E P P R O G R A M P R O P O S A L : Ar t s N e w s p a p e r 

C A W ! 
is a f ina l utterance impregnoted with a n e w 

v i s ion 
as In V a n G o g h ' s last paint ings 
as in A l l en G i n s b e r g ' s Kaddish 
as in a l l works of a r t c rea ted in 

res is tance to dea th . 
Students for a Democratic Society, 

through its Radical Education Project, w i l l 
publ ish monthly a l i te ra ry n e w s p a p e r c a l l e d : 
CAW? 

We a i m to print poems , s tor ies , e s s a y s , 
t rans lat ions , photographs , a n d d raw ings by 
any art ist hav ing a n e e d to identify with 
rad ica l left res is tance in this country , a n d 
whose work, In the judgment of the edi tors , 
Is power fu l . 

We a i m to pr int r e v i e w s a n d news ofbooks , 
f i lms , theater , record ings , sma l l magaz ines , 
and other art ist ic events whose s p i r i t i s r a d l -
ca l . 

We a i m a l s o to attack smugness and fake ry 
as w e see it, in the art ist ic life of this coun
t ry . 

In addi t ion , w e w i l l pr int art ic les of politi
col a n d socia l cr i t ic ism wh ich , in the judg
ment of S D S , a r e of c ruc ia l importance to 
the educat ion of our art ist ic a n d intel lectual 
communi ty . 

O u r aesthet ic i s t h a t w o r k s o f o r t a r e e v e n t s 
on this plonet a n d they t remble with the f r a 
gi l i ty and sturdiness of be ing a l i v e . 

O u r polit ics, with re fe rence to art , is that 
such works a r e r e l e v a n t to the pain a n d 
asp i ra t ions of peop le . 

O u r goa l is a more power fu l and ort icu-
ate m o v e m e n t for a democrat i c a n d [ust 

society . 

O u r beg inn ing is C A W 

BEST WISHES 
FOR A 
S U C C E S S F U L 
CONVENTION 

ohn Sieving 

^ Editor , 

^ N E W LEFT N O T E S 

A par t i cu la r l y interest ing symptom o f t h e decay and 
dec l ine of A m e r i c a ' s "old" left w a s the complete dis-
a p p e a r a n c e of sat i re a n d humor f rom its publ icat ions . 
V4 ien the m o v e m e n t lost its contact with masses of $::; 
A m e r i c a n s , when it became "dehumanized" , "institu- :•:•:; 
t ional ized" and bureaucro t i zed , it lost i t s senseof humor , [i:^; 

A pompous bureauc ra t , whe the r of the Es tab l i shment 
or of the left opposit ion, can't stand jokes , e spec ia l l y ;*•:•: 
at his own expense . 

The old A m e r i c a n Socia l ists and rad ica l s h a d • g r e a t 
sense of humor ; they know how to use it not on ly to SI: 
r id icule the Es tab l i shment with devas ta t ing effect, but •:::;: 
a l so to he lp rad ica l s take a good object ive look at I:;:;: 
the i r own somet imes r id iculous shortcomings . I:;::: 

There Is so much to sat i r ize In our country and in the ijS: 
S::!: wo r ld today! It wou ld take a hundred J o n a t h a n Swifts to ;|:|:;: 
ililS beg in to do the job. But let us of the N e w Left not wa i t 
:::|:|:| for them to b lossom out. Let's spice up our ponderous :;:S 
rjilS p ronouncements with a little sa l t a n d pepper . 
;|:|:|: Let's work on the g r e a t A m e r i c a n sense of humor ; let's 

see if w e can do as good a job on Lyndon Johnson as lljljll 
ll:;:;:; C h a r l i e Chap l i n did on Adol f Sch ick legruber ! < ^ 

::&: I r r e v e r e n t l y , 
. J o h n Rossen K|:|i 

:|:|:|l P. S . A n d wil l somebody tell m e why N e w Left Notes .'::•:::; 
i v S has to look like e ight sol id poges of d r y legal notices? j ; : - : : : : 
:•:::::: W h a t about a n occass ional d r a w i n g , a picture o r a car- ::::•'•:: 
M toon? W o u l d that be "sacri lege"? ^ 
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