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SHARP STRUGGLE
AT S.P. MEET

M. Hillquit Carries In Test
Vote But Thomas Forces
Make Big Progress

MILWAUKEE, Wisc.—The inter-
nal struggle in the Socialist party
flared up sharply at the national con-
vention held here May 21-23. In spite
of the unanimous nomination of Nor-
man Thomas and James P. Maurer as
the standard bearers in the Presiden-
tial campaign, a bitter struggle was
made against the re-election of Morris
Hillquit as national chairman. The
opposition to Hillquit was made up of
an alliance of the “Militants,” liberal-
Socialists of the Thomas type and the
extremely reformist “practical” Social-
ists of the type of Hoan. As to who
had the hegemony in this alliance can
be seen from the fact that their joint
candidate was Mayor Hoan of Mil-
waukee! Even Hillquit characterized
him and others of the same political
character as “opportunists!” Hillquit
won by a very close margin but, it
was only an empty victory. The new
national committee contains a large
number, if not a majority, of anti-
Hillquit people, while the “old guard,”
Hillquit’s standbys, were left off.
James Oneal, editor of the New Lead-
er was elected an alternate!

As a result of this convention,
Thomas has emerged as a power in
the Socialist party, in place of the
figurchead he had been hitherto. The
internal struggle will continue and
grow sharper. Hillquit’s chairman-
ship will be no bed of roses.

The “Militants” seem to have been
completely swallowed by the Thomas
forces. An amendment on “confisca-
tion” received only a handful of votes
after Thomas threatened “not to run”
if it were adopted. They, however,
- did adopt Thomas’s amendment on
the “Russian” resolution which really
emasculated it. This is but another
step on the part of the “Militants” to
water down their principles in order
to “catch” influential supporters. The
only result has been that the would-
be captors have become captives.

FREEDOM FIGHT IN
INDIA GROWS

No-Rent Campaign Spreads
Communist Opposition
Advances Rapidly

ALLAHABAD.—The close of the
“Congress Week” on May 24 was
marked by a sharp revival of All-
India National Congress activities
thruout the country. With the break-
ing up of the 1932 session of the
Congress recently by British troops,
a certain lull in activity has been
noticeable. The boycott movement
has been resumed and greatly ex-
tended.

The no-rent campaign, which had
been spreading widely in spite of the
disapproval of the National Congress
leaders, has now forced a certain
grudging recognition from the All-
India Congress Committee, even where
landlords and not the government are
hit by the cessatiox; gf rent payments.

L

Communist Opposition Grows

The Indian Communist Opposition,
which has developed as the driving
force not only in the reconstitution
of the Indian Communist movement
but also in the leadership of the All-
India Trade Union Congress, in the
National Congress left wing, and in
the rcvolutionary peasant movement,
has now recoverced, at least to a large
extent, from the serious blow involved
in the arrest and imprisonment for
twelve years at hard labor of Mana-
bendra Nath Roy. The Indian Com-
munist Opposition is again moving
forward with great rapidity in all
fields of work.

“MERRY -GO-ROUND”
for “Workers Age”

“Merry-Go-Round”, the play
which Tammany tried to suppress,
one of the best and most outstand-
ing plays of the season, will be
seen by hundreds of friends and
readers of the Workers Age on
the evening of June 7, when a
benefit performance will be given
for the Workers Age.

Get tickets now at the office of
the Workers Age, 228 Second Ave.

Prices range from $1.00 to $2.50.

June 7 is the date.

Help the WORKERS AGE and

see a good play!
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Militant Workers Suspended
Fl‘om Uo M. w. oi A.

Suspensions from the United
Mine Workers of America for
5, 10 and even 15 years have been
ordered by the reactionary official-
dom of this union against a score
or more of the militant miners
and left wing and progressive lead-
ers in Anthracite District 1 of
Pennsylvania. These savage meas-
ures against the best and most de-
voted forces in the union were tak-
en because of the activities of these
workers in the recent “insurgent”
strike and because of their many
years of struggle against the union
burocracy. .

In proceeding against the mili-
tants the union officials are work-
ing hand in hand with the coal
companies which recently placed
these very same workers on their
blacklist. Blacklist and union sus-
pension—with these two weapons
the unholy alliance of coal com-
pany and reactionary union offi-
cials hopes to drain the miners
union of its fighting blood!

Frank Vrataric, well known left
wing leader in the UM.W.A., has
received a period of suspen-
sion of 15 years! On May 17,
1932 the District Board of District
1, UMW.A,, notified Comrade
Vrataric as follows:

“The Board decided you shall
be penalized by being suspend-
ed from membership in the
United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica for a period of fifteen (15)
years from date, and you are
debarred from attending any
‘ meetings of any character held

under the auspices or under the
name of the United Mine Work-
ers of America during the per-

iod of your suspension.”

The suspension of Frank Vra-
taric from the UM.W.A. is based
not only on his militant activity in
the last strike but also on his
struggle against the reactionary
District officials for the last six
years and more. In January 1927
he attended the U.M.W.A. Inter-
national Convention at which he
fought against the resolution for
the expulsion of all Communists
from that organization. Later on,
especially during 1928, his activity
in helping to build up a progres-
sive \movement, fighting ‘against
Boylan, then in office, as well as
against Capellini, who had been
ousted a few months before, made
him a marked man, Now the buro-
crats, who care nothing for the
fate of the union and do not hesi-
tate to smash it to attain their
ends, have thought it a fine time
to drive Vrataric and the other
militants from the organization be-
cause of the temporary weakness
of the progressive forces.

The suspension of these men,
for periods of time which really
make these suspensions into expul-
sions, is a deliberate blow against
the United Mine Workers of
America, against the miners and
against the working class. If this
nefarious conspiracy of the coal
companies and union officials
against the best interests of the
union is allowed to go unchalleng-
ed then it means a free hand in the
future to the union-smashing ac-
tivities of the burocrats. All U. M.
W. A. organizations, all miners, all
workers and workers organizations
must raise their voice in loud and
determined protest!

Help Free Manabendra Nath Roy!

Class Distinctions in Indian Jails

by Our Indian

Correspondent

Bombay, India.

The appeal of the case of Mana-
bendra Nath Roy, who was sentenced
by the Cawnpore Court in January of
this year, to twelve years transporta-
tion under Section 121A Indian Penal
Code, will be brought before the Al-
lahabad High Court for the final
hearing sometime in June.

On January 29, Mr. Eqbal Krishna
Kapoor, Indian advocate of Cawn-
pore, who has been conducting Roy’s
defense in conjunction with other law-
yers, was arrested on his return from
interviewing Roy in Bareilly Central
Jail, and was not released until March
17. Mr. Kapoor was tried under Sec-
tion 17 (1) Criminal Low Amend-
ment Act (Member of an Unlawful
Association) but was subsequently set
free by the Court after he had con-
tested the case and getting judgment
in his own favor.

Roy s lodged in one of the largest
prisons of the United Provinces, butl
in spite of the overcrowded jail com-
ditions in all parts of India, he is
the only “political” detained there.
This shows how the government seeks
to isolate him. He has been set to
spinning the Charka  (spinning
wheel), an ironical fate, especially
since Gandhi himself has recently
abandoned the Charka, “symbol of
national freedom,” for the modern
sewing machine.

While Roy was originally placed in
Class A by the Cawnpore magistrate
during his first trial, he was later
relegated to Class B after his convic-
tion, as a part of his punishment.
The Anglo-Indian government does
not recognize the status of political
prisoners as such, but classifies all
prisoners, political or criminal, as
“A”, “B? or “C”, depending upon
their social standing outside the jail.
Class A prisoners enjoy certain priv-
ileges, such as having their own food,
clothing, and bedding, writing and re-
letters, books, magazines,
newspapers and other literature, and
having frequent wisitors. Prominent
and rich Congress leaders enjoy Class
A status, among them Pundit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, Mrs. Naidu, ete. For-
gers, murderers and embezzlers may
also enjoy Class A status, provided
they have sufficient social backing.
The Anglo-Indian government en-
forces class privileges and distinc-
tions, even in its jails!

The majority of Indian prisoners,
naturally, are placed in Class C,
where they are usually forced to per-
form prison labor, wear prison cloth-
ing, eat prison food and, in general,
submit themselves to the worst pos-
sible conditions. Intermediate, or
Class B prisoners, are exempt from
the heavier forms of prison labor,
except when tmposed as special jail
punishment, but are deprived of all

except that they may recelve one
weekly newspaper at the discretion of
the jailor, certain types of books and
magazines, and may write and receive
;me ‘letter and have one visitor month-
Y.

M. N. Roy is forced to wear heavy
prison clothing, eat coarse prison food
and must mix with, but cannot speak
to, all types of criminals, being de-
prived of the company of fellow-poli-
ticals. He has lost much weight in
prison, due to lack of sanitation, in-
sufficient water, insects, ete., but his
apirit is not crushed.

The treatment meted out by the
Anglo-Indian government to Mahat-
ma Gandhi, representative of the na-
tional bourgeoisie, forms a striking
and significant contrast to that ac-
corded to Manabendra Nath Roy,
representative and champion of the
Indian proletariat!

the comforts of Class A prisomers,|.

FOSTER NAMED ON
C.P. SLATE

Ford For Vice-President;
All Workers Must Back
Red Candidates

CHICAGO. — William Z. Foster
was named for President and James
W. Ford, Negro leader, for Vice-
President by thc nominating conven-
tion of the Communist Party of the
United States that met ‘iere on May
28.

About 1,200 delegates, mostly not
members of the Comununist Party,
were present at this gathering which
was greeted by an enthusiastic mass
meeting of over 10,000 on its open-
ing night. The conventior iistened
to rcports on the cconomic and politi-
cal situation in the country and adopt-
cd a vigorous revolutionary werking
class platform for the national cle--
tion campaign.

¥ kX

In the present clection campaign
the Communist Party is the only par-
ty to which any worker or farmer,
who has any rcgard for himself and
his class, should give his vote. Of
all the parties in the ficld today, only
the Cominunist Party represents the
interests of the working pcople. The
big capitalist parties arc openly and
avowedly champions of big business.
The Socialist party, tho claiming to
stand for the workers, has a program
and a policy that ‘can bring the work
crs nothing but defcat and bitter dis-
illusion. In spite of the fact that the
Comimunist Party today is temporar-
ily operating with tactics that actually
divide and not unite the workers for
struggle, yct the aims and principles
of the party are such as to deserve
the support of the working class,

At the same time that the workers
vote for the¢ Communist Party in the
clections this year, they should also
do cverything possible to organize a
movement for the establishment of
a broad united Labor party, made up
of and supported by the labor unions
and other workers organizations.
Such a party, which would unitc the
forces of labor politically on a class
basis and would break the vicious two-
party system, would mark a great ad-
vance for the American working class.

Vote Communist! Vote for Foster
and Ford!

SHANGHAI—Big victories for the
Red peasant armies, involving the
loss of two Nanking divisions, have
been reported here on May 26 and
May 27. The Nanking government’s
hold on Anhwei Province, just west
of the city of Nanking, has been ren-
dered extremely shaky.

The Seventh and Forty-Sixth Div-
isions of the Kuomintang army were
recently disorganized in encounters
with the Red forces. A part of the
Seventh Division was killed in battle
but the bulk came over very willingly
to the Red forces, since great dissatis-
faction is widespread in all of Nan-
king’s military divisions. The Forty-
Sixth Division was surrounded and
disarmed. Both of these victories
greatly replenished the munitions and
equipment of the Red armies.

Pin Money Jimmie

The boy-friend has not a tin box
but he seems to have gathered over a
million in pin money.

MAYOR QUSTER T0
BE DEMANDED

Quiz Uncovers Evidence Of
Gross Corruption of New
York City Head

New York City
The removal of James J. Walker
from his post as Mayor oi New York
City will soon be demanded of Gov-
crnor Franklin D. Roosevelt by Sam-
(Continusd on Page 2)

Hindenburg Qusts Bruemmng Prepares Way for Naz-M
Regime: Latior Must Unite Agaimst Fascis

tans
erace

President Broke On Reorganization Of Bruening Cabinet
And Land Decrees; Reichstag Eléctions Possible
To Strengthen Base Of Reactionary Parties

A “national concentration Cabinet”
of an intensely reactionasg complex-
ion, made up of generals, Junker land-
owners and big capitalists, without
majority in the Reichstag but draw-
ing its power from the President, has
been formed under the Chancellor-
ship of Colonel Franz von Papen, a
member of the extreme right wing ot
the Center party. This Cabinet is
avowedly only a transition arrange-
ment until general Reichstag elections
in the Fall. The Nazis refused to par-
ticipate in any governmjent (uwless

~ JUST INJURED INNOCENCE!

JAPAN PREPARES ‘LEGAL’ BASIS FOR
SEIZURE OF CHINESE-EASTERN R.A.

The now openly avowed Japanese
imperialist offensive against the So-
viet Union has developed in two main

directions in the last week. A shame-

less diplomatic manouver has now

Recently the Executive Commit-
tee of the Communist Internation-
al (E.C.C.1.) made two very im-
portant decisions regarding the
Communist Party of the United
States. These dealt with the pres-
ent difficult position of our Party,
its leadership and the clique rule in
its ranks.

Up to the present time, the Par-
ty membership has not been in-
formed at all about either of these
decisions, tho the future of our
Party is involved in them. We,
therefore, urgently request that in
the interest of our Party and the

Two Questions to the C. C. of the Communist Party

Comintern, you answer immediate-
ly the following two questions:

(1) Why have you not publish-
ed the latest letter of the E. C.
C. L. to the Central Committee of
the Party estimating its work, set-
ting down demands and tasks be-
fore the leadership and sounding
a warning of a contemplated re-
moval of the leadership by the
Communist International in the
event that there is no serious im-
provement in the Party’s leader-
ship and work very soon?

(2) Why have you not made
public the agreement signed recent-

ly in Moscow under instructions
and upon pressure of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Commu-
nist - International by Browder,
Stachel, Hathaway, etc., pledging
themselves immediately to take
measures to end the clique regime
now dominating our Party?

We hope you will see fit to an-
swer these questions without de-
lay and to publish the above men-
tioned documents in the Party
press soon. Otherwise, the
WORKERS AGE will take the
necessary steps to enlighten the
membership.

Tokyo Negotiating To Buy Fraudulent ‘Title’ To Railway
From Czarist ‘Owners’; More Jap Troops Rushed
Toward Siberia; U. S. A. Helps Japan In Trick

been initiated by Tokyo to supple-
ment its anti-Soviet military activi-
ties.

Semi-official reports indicate that
the Japanese government is negotiat-
ing to “purchase” the “title” to the
Chinese-Eastern Railway from a
fraudulent French-controlled banking
house which claims to own the Chi-
nese-Eastern! It is everywhere rec-
ognized that the only value such a
“title” would have for Japan is to
serve as a legal pretext for the mili-
tary seizure of the railway and the
initiation of war activities against
the Soviet Union.

The Chinese-Eastern Railway was
constructed in the period of 1896-
1903, and its ownership was vested
in the Russo-Chinese (later: Russo-
Asiatic) Bank altho it was actually
controlled as a concession by the Cza-
rist government. After the revolu-
tion in Russia, the Soviet government
nationalized the banks and therefore
took over the Russo-Asiatic Bank.
The directors of the bank, like the
other Russian capitalists and finan-
ciers, fled to Paris and pretended to
maintain their control of the Chinese-

(Continued on page 2)

“Merry-Go-Roun
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.| unemployment relief benefits.

1grenerall elections are held immediate-
y. » * *
Berlin, Germany.
May 30, 1932,
Only a few weeks after the Social-
democratic leaders had called upon
the German workers to reelect him
in order to “beat back the Fascist ad-
vance” and to “save democracy,”
President von " Hindenburg, cutting
across all parliamentary practise and
routine, dismissed the Bruening Cabi-
net and opened the way directly for
a new regime of militarists and
Fascists!

The sensational resignation of the
Chancellor and his ministers took
place on May 30 after a series of
Cabinet meetings and conferences
with the President. President von °
Hindenburg, it is understood, de-
manded, as the spokesman of the Jun-
ker-militarist clique, first, an imme-
diate reorganization of the Cabinet
to the right, involving the dropping
of some of its more “liberal” mem-
bers and the inclusion of representa-
tives of the National-Socialists (Fas-
cists), the larget party in the Reich
today, in decisive positions. Second-
ly, the President strenuously objected
to the recent emergency decrees
framed by Adam Stegerwald, Center
Minister of Labor, which would allow
jobless city workers to work on par-
cels of the uneconomic estates of the
East Prussian landowners, to eke out
their miserable existence, made even
more precarious by the slashing of
Steger-
wald’s scheme to cut social benefits by

‘| sending the jobless to toil on almost

worthless land, was too “radical” for
the die-hard Junker reactionaries who

.| still live in the “glorious days” of the

Hohenzollerns, and for Paul von Hin-
denburg, their spokesman!

German trust and finance-capital
hailed the overthrow of the Bruen-
ing regime and the prospect of a
strong shift to the right, as could be
seen from the movement of the stock
exchange. As the New York Times
correspondent remarks, it ‘‘expects
benefits for German industry from
such  (Fascist-militarist)  govern-

‘| ment!”

Nothing has yet been officially an-
nounced as to the regime that will
succeed the Bruening Cabinet. There
are three possibilities: a Fascist gov-
ernment based on a block of the Fas-
cists, the Nationalists and at least a
portion of the Center party in the
Reichstag; a joint government of the
Fascists and the militarist clique
around von Hindenburg; or a tem-
porary, and not very stable, dictator-
ship of the generals supported by the
President. Any of these possibilities
represents a sharp swing to the right
and a tremendous stimulus to Fascist
advance. Immediately after Bruen-
ing’s resignation, von Hindenburg be-
gan a series of conferences with
Adolph Hitler. ‘

The Nazis are hailing the dismissal
of Bruening as a great victory for
the Fascist cause, as indeed it is. It
is pointed out that the Nazis and the
Junker-milltarist clique collaborated
some weeks ago to force out General
Groener, whom they held responsible
for the legal banning of the Fascist
Storm-Battalions, and now cooperated
in ousting Bruening. This is sug-
gested as foreshadowing a more or
less lengthy period of collaboration
of these two reactionary forces.

If an ultra-right government of
some sort cannot be formed on the
basis of the present Reichstag group-
ings, new elections will probably be
held soon in which, it is expected, the
reactionary forces, especially the Na-
vis, will gain enough to give such a
government a parliamentary majority.

The fall of the Bruening govern-
ment has important repercussions in
international politics. It constitutes
a tremendous push forward for the
world offensive of reaction and Fas-
cism. At the same time, it will cer-
tainly sharpen imperialist contradic-
tions by placing at the head of Ger-
many the most militant, the most ir-
reconcilable and the most unconciliat-
ing champions of the new German
imperialism, the Junkers, the mili-
tarists and the Fascists. This can
already be seen in the shadow the
German events are casting over the
forthcoming Lausanne reparations
conference, scheduled for June 186.
There is ionsiderable talk, especially
in France, of postponing this confer-

(Continued on page 2)
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WORKERS AGE

Against Reformism And Dual Unionism!

THE FUR WORKERS NEED UNITY!

Statement Of Furriers Progfessive League

The Furriers Progressive League,
whose main objectives are to build the
International Fur Workers Union, to
lead the struggle against the reac-
tionary leadership and to transform
the union into a fighting organization
for the interests of the workers, is fol-
- lowing with great attention the devel-
opment in and around the union. Our
main task in the union is to make an
end to the class-collaboration policy.
Ex-President Kaufman, the main ad-
wocate of this policy, is now out of
the picture. But this should by no
means be interpreted to mean that
the policy of boss and union work-
ing hand in glove has been abol-
ished.

In order to make an end to this
system, the entire structure of the
union will have to be changed. We
cannot forget the year of 1924 when
Mr. Kaufman officially announced his
heartiest cooperation with the fur
bosses. This move was followed lat-
er by his cliqgue. It was mainly this
policy which was responsible for the
reorganization in 1927, for the expul-
sion of the best union members an
leaders, for the weakening of union
morale, for the chaos and demoraliza-
tion that has cxisted until today. It
is almost impossible to believe that
the class-collaborationists have sud-
denly and forcver abandoned their
policy. One thing, must be admitted,
that the carrying out of this policy
has had its cffect on its defenders.
They themselves are suffering from
it and it is for this reason that some
of them have been forced to adopt a
different view. Our Lecaguc is deter-
mined to concentrate all progressive
expressions and together wage a
struggle against the bosses. Insofar
Ns the mnew-baked ,progressive ele-
ments  will abandon the policy of
“living in peace” with the bosses and
indulge in a struggle against them,
we will help in this work.

Let us for a moment cxamine the
situation of the fur workers in order
to have a clear picture of what is to
be done to improve these conditions.
The thousands of furriers today are
terribly depressed. The once respect-
ed furrier is now making his way thru
relief buros, charity institutions, and
so on. The trade does not depend
any more upon the old mechanic.
Speed is what counts today. The old-
er ones fall out and young ones are
engaged in a speed-up competition. In
spite of the crisis there was work in
our trade but to get a job was quite
a problem for the worker. Because
of the demoralizing actions and meth-
ods of the union leaders our trade
slipped into the hands of contractors.
The contractors have been the ones
to take the last piece of bread from
the mouths of workers. If those who
are supposed to be the leaders of the
union would have the workers inter-
est at heart, this situation could have
been remedied. But the workers have
their experience with the Kaufman
outfit and they know exactly what
they can do. When the revolt against
the Kaufman clique became unbear-
able, Kaufman decided to leave “with
honor.”  For this purpose, a hurry-
up convention was arranged. He se-
cured a majority of his followers out-
of-town and partly in New York, ig-
noring the New York membership in
t!leir demand to postpone the conven-
tion to a more appropriate time.

The attitude of the Needle Trades
‘Workers Industrial Union towards
the International Fur Workers Union
is that the latter is a “company

JAPANINANTI-
U.S.S.R MOVE

(Continued from page 1)
Eastern Railway. In 1924 the Soviet
Union made a treaty with China
whereby the Chinese-Eastern was to
be owned and managed jointly by the
two governments. At the same time,
the old directors of the Russo-Asiatic
Bank, having given up hope for the
restoration of capitalism in the So-
viet Union, suspended and the Fran-
co-Asiatic Bank, a purely French in-
strument, was formed to take over its
assets and liabilities, among the for-
mer being the “titular ownership” to
the Chinese-Eastern Railway!

It is this fraudulent “title,” inval-
idated by revolution, history and the
sovereign will of the people, that the
Japanese government is going to buy
now and, on the basis of which, it is
going to seize the Chinese-Eastern!

The joint Soviet-Chinese ownership
and control of the Chinese-Eastern
has always been a bone in the throat
of Japanese imperialist aspirations in
Manchuria. The seizure of this rail-
way by Japan would not only com-
plete its imperialist subjection of
Manchuria but would also constitute
a tremendous economic-military ad-
vantage for Japan as against the
Soviet Union.

The United States State Depart-
ment has declared that it is “inter-
ested in obtaining the proper conduct
of the road (the Chinese-Eastern)”;
it is not difficult to see that for Wall
Street the “proper conduct of the
road” is impossible as long as the
Soviet Union has anything to do with
it. American support for the unsavo-
ry Japanese diplomatic manouvers in
regard to the Chinese-Eastern is not
at all unlikely.

At the same time that Japan is
negotiating to obtain a fraudulent
“title” to the Chinese-Eastern, large
bodies of Japanese troops, under the

union.” But when the elections of the
delegates came before the I.LF.W.U.
locals, the Industrial Union advised
its followers to take part in these
elections. The Industrial Union offi-
cially supported some of the right
wingers. This combination came
about in order to get a majority of
the convention and break away the
Brooklyn dressing locals for the In-
dustrial Union. Here again the plan
failed. The main supporter of this
ingenious plan of the Industrial
Union, Morris Stein, gladly accepted
the third vice-presidency, thereby uni-
fying, tightening up more closely,
the International locals.

No constructive plan to remedy the

troubles of the fur workers was tak-

en up at this convention. Amongst
the important accomplishments of
this convention are the election

of Mr. Lucci, the bootlicker and per-
sonal servant of Kaufman, as Presi-
dent and the jailing of a few left wing-
ers, This was the finish of the tragi-
comedy. The Industrial Union suc-
ceeded in making a lot of noise. It

d [failed, however, in its attempt to di-

vide the progressives.
(Concluded in the next issue)

URGES ARMY RULE
FOR HAWAI

Britten Proposes Bill For
Military Government Of
Colony In Pacific

WASHINGTON. — A proposal to
place the Hawaiian Islands complcte-
ly under the dictatorship of the army
or the navy or both, was introduced
in the House on May 18 by Represen-
tative Britten, the reactionary super-
jingo.

In his speech championing the bill,
Mr. Britten declared that “no nation
on earth would allow a possession to
be so completely dominated by the na-
tives as Hawaii is today . . .”

Mr. Britten is a worthy exponent
of American imperialism, of Ameri-
can  capitalist “democracy”! It
shocks him that the “natives” of Ha-
waii have a little (and mighty little!)
¢o say in their government; such a
thing cannot be tolerated under the
American flag!

Mr. Britten today speaks exactly
as did_the most stupid Tories in Eng-
land "3t the time of the American
Revolution. And just as the Ameri-
can patriots of those days, so the
Hawaiians can only gain freedom and
self-government in only one way—by
fighting for it! .

" HINDENBURG REMOVES BRUENING

(Continued from Page 1)
ence until “things are clearer in Ger-
many.”
x Xk %

The advance of the Fascist-mili-
tarist elements, signalized in the over-
throw of the Bruening government,
brings with it a situation full of the
gravest menace to the German work-
ing masses. It completely exposes
the reactionary and anti-labor charac-
ter of the Social-democratic party
policy of support of Hindenburg in
the recent Reichs-Presidential elec-
tions. The President, whom the So-
cial-democrats elected, for it was their
votes that were decisive, has now
openly taken the lead in opening the
way for a Fascist-militarist dictator-
ship. And the Social-democratic

workers organizations, corrupted and
demoralized by years of falling be-:
hind the bourgeois parties, stand con-
fused and powerless. There cannot be

Special Excursions
to the U.S.S.R.

$169.00
Round Trip All Expenses

Includes transportation to the
U.S.S.R. on the largest and fastest
steamships—Soviet entrance and
exit visas for 30 days—Seven days
complete tour including hotel man-
tenance and full sight-seeing in
Leningrad or Moscow — Return
steamship ticket valid for two
years.

TORGSIN ORDERS

We will forward money to the
U.S.S.R. by cable at the rate of
only $1 up to the amount of
$50 for which your friends
will be able to buy food
and clothing at Torgsin
stores at very low
prices.

GUSTAVE EISNER
Official S.S. Ticket Agent
1123 BROADWAY
Cor, 25th St.—Tel. CHelsea 5-5080
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the least question in the world that
the new reactionary regime, of what-
ever character it may be, will imme-
diately initiate a new offensive against
the workers, the labor movement and
all labor organizations on a broad
scale. Wage-cuts, slashes in social
benefits, further narrowing down to
almost nothing of “democratic rights,”
restrictions upon and even direct
smashing of labor organizations, es-
pecially the trade unions—these will
find a prominent place in the program
of the new government.

In the face of this situation the
need for the unity of labor against
the menace of reaction and Fascism
is more acute than ever before. It is
now really a life and death question!
A united fromt of all labor organiza-
tions against Fascism must become
the chief slogan of the whole labor
movement! The Communist Party of
Germany, whose sectarian policies
coupled with its shameful concessions
to the Fascist spirit in recent months
have rendered it impotent as an ef-
fective force in the great political
developments in Germany today, must
be forced, by the revolutionary work-
ers, to return to the tried and tested
tactics of Communism and take the
lead in the unification of the German
proletariat for struggle. The program
of the German Communist Opposition
shows the way to restoring the fight-
ing power and mass leadership of
Communism. The Communist Party
of Germany must take this road be-
fore it is altogether too late!

s & @9

Two More Nazi Triumphs

BERLIN.—The election in Olden-
burg has given the Nazis an absolute
majority. in the State parliament, 24
out of 46 seats. The Communist Par-
ty, on the other hand, lost nearly
20% of its vote.

The German Supreme Court, sitting
in Leipzig, has ruled that the material
seized in raids on Nazi headquarters
on March 17, is “not incriminating.”
The material showed clear evidence of
the preparations of the Nazis for
armed seizure of the government, if

OPEN FOR VACATION
PROLETARIAN ENVIRONMENT
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—’f(>—go by train: Take Susquehana
CAMPGAW Station;

R. R. from Chambers St ferry t
Fare $1.05 round trip.

Call the camp for a car

Camp Solidarity Outing
And Jamboree

ALL DAY SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH, 1932
Famous Camp Dinner
Games, Swimming, Sports, Contests, Entertainment, Etc
Bus Transportation To And From Camp

A Good Time in the Beautiful Ramapo Hills—Genuine Proletarian At-
mosphere and Fellowship Assured

—ALL FOR TWO DOLLARS

Auspices: COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A. (Majority Group)

In The International Labor Movement

THE BERLIN GENTRIST GONFERENGE

by Fenner

Brockway

We publish below the report of the
recent international centrist confer-
ence written by Fenner Brockway,
outstanding L.L.P. leader, in the Bri-
tish New Leader, May 13, 1932. We
publish this report, as supplementary
to our own report in the last week’s
issue of the Workers Age, because we
feel that the emergence of an inter-
national centrist movement is one of
the mmost important characteristics
of the present state of the labor move-
ment. It is surely not necessary to
emphasize that not only are Fenner
Brockway's speculations on a rap-
prochement between the Communist
Opposition and international centrism
altogether visionary and vain but that
the International Communist Oppo-
sition regards the centrist tendency,
on a national and an international
scale, as essentially an anti-Commu-
nist movement and a barrier in the
way of the Communist development
of the leftward moving masses . This
estimation, of course, overlooks nei-
ther the positive significance of the
organizational break with official So-
cial-democracy nor the real potentiali-
ties of the left opposition movement
within centrism .

* ¥

An important development is tak-
ing place in the international working
class movement. Until recently it was
divided broadly into Social-democrats
and Communists. Now a third sec-
tion is arising—the revolutionary So-
cialists. Revolutionary Socialists are
opposed both! to the gradualism and
class-collaboration of the Social-demo-
crats and to the rigidity and psychol-
ogy of the Communists.

The revolutionary Socialists have so
far been in different camps. Some
are attached to the Social-democratic
Parties and to the Labor and Social-
ist International (the L.S.I.); some
are unattached.

In Norway the revolutionary So-
cialists constitute a majority in the
Labor party, which is outside the L.
S.I. In Poland there are two revolu-
tionary Socialist parties (the Bund
and the Independent Socialist Labor
party), both attached to the L.S.I.
In Britain we have the I.L.P., which
is still affiliated to the Labor party
and the L.S.I. In most other coun-
tries the revolutionary Socialist
groups are minorities within the L.
S.I. parties, only loosely organized.

There are three exceptions, how-
ever. In Germany and Holland the
revolutionary Socialists have been
“disciplined” out of the Social-demo-
cratic parties and have broken with
the L.S.I. They have formed inde-
pendent parties, known as the Ger-
man Socialist Workers party and the
Dutch Independent Socialist party. In
France, in addition to the “Left”
within the Socialist party, there is a
Socialist-Communist party, who in-
creased their strength in last Sun-
day’s election from one parliamentary
representative to eleven.

There is one further development
to be noted. In many countries the
Communist Party has been split ow-
ing to opposition to the tactics of the
Third International. In some coun-
tries the Communist Opposition is
strong. In Sweden, for example, the
Opposition is stronger than the party.

It is too early to say how these
revolutionary Socialist tendencies will
develop, but already considerable co-
operation between various sections is
taking place. For two years repre-
sentatives of the Norwegian Labor
party, the ILL.P., the Polish Bund
and LS.L.P., and the Dutch “Left”
have had informal conferences, at
which a common program has been
formulated. At the Vienna Congress
of the L.S.I. last year, “left” parties
and groups from eight countries, in-
cluding Germany, co-operated. Since
then they have kept in constant
touch.

Last week a further step was taken.
A conference was held in Berlin, at
which the Norwegian, German, Dutch,
British, and Polish “left” parties
were represented. In the case of the
Bund, a passport was refused to the
Polish representative, but a Berlin
member of the party attended. The
“left” Socialists of Bulgaria also had
a representative present.

The principal discussion was con-
cerned with the international co-or-
dination of the activities of the “left”
parties and groups. Detailed decisions
were reached with a view to making
the present contacts closer and more
constant and to extending them to
other parties and groups. It was also
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agreed to ask the German, Dutch,

British, and Norwegian parties to ap- |,

point representatives to meet as oc-
casion arises to promote co-operation
and to give a lead in definite action.
These representatives will confer
again at the Congress of the Dutch
Independent Socialist party at the end
of August.

The conference deliberately re-
frained from creating a formal organ-
ization or even appointing a formal
committee. There was frank recog-
nition of differences of opinion. on
the question of affiliation to the L.
S.I., and there were doubts about the
value of attempting to form a new in-
ternational organization. But there
was a general desire for complete con-
sultation and co-operation in policy
and activity, and a- realization that
the support given to the new German
and Dutch parties, which are oppos-
ing the Social-democratic parties,
may be challenged by the L.S.I.

There is not space here to record
the interesting reports given of the
“left” situation in the different coun-
tries. Of special interest to the I.L.P.
were the reports from Germany and
Holland. The new German party was
under the influence of the recent
State elections, in which all its can-
didates had disappointing figures.
The impression was that the party
had broken too late with the Social-
democrats to gain a recognized place
for itself between the powerful So-
cial-democratic and Communist par-
ties at the elections, and that its spe-
cial function now is to act as a link
between the rank and file of these
two parties, insisting upon the need
for united resistance to attacks upon
working-class standards and to the
-menace of Fascism, and for a united
offensive for Socialism.

The Dutch “left” is in a better po-
sition. There is no strong Communist
party to conterd with. In a month 78
branches have been formed and over
6,000 members enrolled. This com-
pares with a Communist memberskip
of 3,000 and a Social-democratic mem-
bership of 75,000. Many of the lo-
cal trade union officials have joined
the new party, and large numbers of
the Youth Section and Sports League
are coming over. The Dutch “left”
are “organizing with great spirit and
gnthusiasm and are evidently a real
orce,

The conference discussed in detail
policies to be pursued to meet the
world crisis of capitalism and the war
danger. On both these subjects long
resolutions were adopted. The econ-
omic crisis was recognized as denot-
ing the déecay of capitalism, which will
be hastened by the contrast of Social-
ist Russia and by the revolt of the
colonial peoples. The capitalist par-
ties are responding to the crisis by
substituting dictatorships for democ-
racy, and the working class, whilst
utilizing parliament, must recognize
that power cannot be conquered by
parliamentary means but only by rev-
olutionary action, commencing with a
united struggle especially thru the
trade unions, against capitalist and
decisive struggle for Socialism.

The war danger resolution express-
ed the same philosophy. The intensi-
fied economic antagonisms of the
world crisis and the success of So-
cialist Russia increase the capitalist
tendencies towards war. The disarm-
ament proposals of the capitalist gov-
ernments are intended to mislead the
workers and should be exposed. In
the event of war the manufacture and
transport of munitions should be re-
sisted and a general strike proclaim-
ed and the occasion used to overthrow
capitalism.

LEFTS IN A. C. W. HOLD
GOOD MEETING

New York City

On Monday, May 23, the Amalga-
mated D’rogressive Circle held a very
successful open forum. Over 300
crowded the hall and several hun-
dred were turncd away for lack of
room.

Brother Sam Tiger was chairman
of the meeting and Sol Rieger was
the main speaker. Brother Ricger
analyzed carefully and presented
forcefully the conditions in the men’s
clothing trade and in the Amalgamat-
ed Clothing Workers Union and out-
lined a militant program of action.

Among the specakers were * Bro-

thers Nelson, Joe¢ Goodman, Weber,
Haber, Tannnebaum, etec.

THE PLAY THAT TAMMANY TRIED TO SUPPRESS

A very good production, well written,
well staged, and well acted . sur-
passes all other radical plays in ex-
cellence of concept and execution.
—M. N. O., Workers Age

Direct and terrifying . . . intelligible
and plausible . . . command your in-
terest in a vivid picture,

—J. Bnooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times

Merry-Go-Round

AVON TH EATRE — West 45th Street

Benefit for the
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A Detter play than “Precedent’’ ever
thought of being. B
—John Mason Brown, Evening Post

A bite like an angry bull-dog’s . . .
hitting harder against all the rottenness
in political life than any play for many
a day.—Richard Lockridge, N. Y. Sun

Bitter, brave ., . | heartily recommend
it. —Robert Garland, World-Telegram

Dr. Alice Hamilton, whose article in
the New York Times we reprint be-
low, is a member of the faculty of
the Harvard School of Public Health
and a well known writer on social

questions.
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In considering the possible evils
of child labor it is important to re-
member that the children who leave
school for the factory at 14 or 15
years, if the law allows, are in the
great majority the children of poor
famlies and that means that they have
more than their share of physical
handicaps.

They come from homes

MAYOR OUSTER T0
BE DEMANDED

(Continued from Page 1)

ucl Scabury, counsel for the Hof-
stadter committee, it is semi-officially
announced here.  Seabury's. 1equest
will be made on the basis of the glar-
ing evidence of gross corruption on
the Mayor’s part uncovered in the
public hearing with Walker as wit-
ness as well as in the quizzing of
other prominent politicians and finan-
ciers.

The main points in the case against
“Jimmy” Walker, as constructed by
Judge Seabury, are: .

1. Walker accepted over $26,000 in
bonds from J. A. Sisto, banker for
the P’armelee Transportation Com-
pany, a taxicab concern. Mr. Sisto
declared he made this gift out of “ad-
miration” for the Mayor. That “ad-
miration” was based on the substan-
tial foundation of return favors on the
part of the Mayor, became clear in
the investigation.

2. Walker accepted a letter of cred-
it for $10,000 from J. Allen Smith,
promoter of the Equitable Coacn
Company, and then overdrew the let-
ter of credit by $3,000—which Smith
also paid. This curious transaction
took place just after Walker had put
thru and signed a valuable franchise
mecasure for the Equitable.

3. Walker had a joint safe deposit
box with Russell T. Sherwood, the
Mayor’s missing financial agent. Just
before the Mayor left for Europe in
1927, Sherwood withdrew from their
special account with the brokeiage
firm more than a quarter of a million
dollars, all trace of which has since
been lost. The Mayor’s explanation
was that altho the accounts were in-
deed held jointly, he knew “nothing
whatever” of what Sherwood did.

4. Walker accepted over $240,000
from Paul Block, the publisher as
profits from a joint stock account to
which the Mayor contributed noth-
ing whatever. Mayor Walker aitri-
buted this astounding affair to Mr.
Block’s “devoted friendship” and
“bencficence”. Mr. Block himself de-
clared that he had made the quarter
of a million gift to His Honor as a
result of an ingenious suggestion of
his 10-year old son!

5. In Russel T. Sherwood’s accounts
held jointly with Walker, there was
found a $6,000 payment by William ]J.
Scanlan, who sold cquipment to city
departments.

These five points arc only the chief
counts developed by Mr. Seabury to
prove Walker's political corruption.
The investigation is still largely un-
finished and all indications arc that
the dirt-digging has only just begun.

where
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by Dr. Alice Hamilton

there has never been enough to go
round, not enough milk, butter, eggs,
meat; not enough rooms; not enough
beds; not enough parental attention;
not enough medical care. The home
is crowded, and there is no quiet spot,
no privacy. It is hard, if not impos-
sible, to get to sleep early. It is of-
ten impossible to have a bed to one-
sclf. For amusement or for refuge
from the jarring of family life, there
is only the noisy street. Often the at-
mosphere of the home is one of an-
xiety and insecurity. If a child de-
velops a nervous disorder, how can it
be wisely handled by an overburdened
mother in an overcrowded house.

It is the product of life like this
who, just at the age of puberty with
its special strains, asks to be admitted
to the factory. Compared with the
children of the well-to-do, this child
1s likely to have several handicaps.
Tuberculosis is pre-eminently the dis-
ease of the poor, and the children of
poor families are more likely to be
suffcring from a latent infection. Such
an infection is very common in all
classes, but if the resistance of the
body is normal the infection is held in
check. But among the poor this re.
sistance is likely to be lower because
of lack of proper food and of sun-
shine. Industrial work indoors thru
all the sunny hours of the day may
be the last straw for such a child.

The heart disease of childhood
which has assumed so much import-
ance of late yecars is according to Dr.
Lawrence of New York, a disease of
the poorer class as clearly as dia-
betes is a djspase of the well to do,
coming as it does from neglected in-
fections, from the failure to secure
proper medical care in time. Even if
it is arrested there wmust be a long
period of anxious watching and care
to bring the heart back to its normal
strength. Think how difficult this is
for a mother in a crowded tenement.

Every one will admit that the boy
or girl of 14 years is still immature.
Skecleton and muscles are not yet de-
veloped. The work he is required to
do will almost inevitably make un-
even demands on his body, develop-
ing part of it at the expense of others;
he will have to stand or sit most of
the time, with a possible resulting
curvature of the spine or cramping of
the chest from faulty posture.

The normal life for a boy or girl
of that age is one of periods of quiet
work alternating with periods of in-
tense muscular activity in the open
air. A steady, unvarying monotonous
job for eight hours is for a growing
boy or girl unnatural in the extreme.

The nervous system is immature
and is passing thru an especially try-
ing period with the development and
functioning of the ductless glands. As
cvery parent knows, the boy or girl
of 14 years is likely to be more un-
stable nervously than 'a younger
child and to nced in a special sense
the steadying influcnce of home and
school and protcction against prema-
ture sex stimulation.

The resistance to tubgrculosis fs
weaker than it will be later on, for
cach year diminishes the danger, Un-
der the strain of industrial work the
latent tuberculous infection, which is
almost surcly present in the body
somewhere may find a chance to
break out and sprcad and the young
worker may succumb to it, while if
he had had only a few more years of
lifc before the strain came on he
might have resisted successfully.

(Concluded in the next issue)

Special Summer Term
NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

228 SECOND AVENUE, Corner 14th Street—Tel. GRamercy 5-1660.

1. REVOLUTIONARY TRADITION IN AMERICAN

Instructor: WILL HERBERG
MONDAYS AT 8:30 P. M.
JUNE 6—“The American Revolution”
Course, 75c—Single Lectures, 25c.
]
2. DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM.
Instructor: JAY LOVESTONE.
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Course, $1.00—Single Lectures, 25¢

]
3. WHICH PROGRAM FOR REVOLIITIONISTS?

Instructor: HERBERT ZAM.
MONDAYS AT 7:00 P. M.

JUNE 6—* ‘Militant’ Socialism, ‘Musteism’ or Communism”

direction of General Shigeru Honjo,
are rapidly approaching the borders
of the Soviet Union in the advance
along the Sungari River and east-
ward along the Chincse-Eastern Rail-
way.

Course, 75c—Single Lectures, 25c

1 ] [
SPECIAL RATES FOR TWO OR MORE COURSES
o — N J .

TICKETS:—$1.00, $1.50, $2.00, $2.50 CAN BE SECURED NOW AT
OFFICEOF WORKERS A G E-—228 Second Avenue

Buses leave the New Workers Center, 228 Second Avenue, Corner 14th
Street at 8 o’clock in the morning .
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Against Libertarian Phrase-Mongering!

On Communism and Liberty

We take the article below from the
Baltimore Evening Sun of Ap{@l 26,
1932. It was written by V. F. Calver-
ton in answer lo an a,rtzz‘le_ in the
same er by Huntington Catrns, en-
titled p‘(‘lTphe Twilight of Liberty”, in
which the latter presented a thoroly
bourgeois theory of_hbe'rty and uis
relations to Communism. Qalmfrtons
article not only answers Cairns’s con:
tentions in a most thoroly adequate
manner but also presents in vigorous

fashion the fundamental arxist
viewpoint on liberty.
. - » L ]

In his article on “The Twilight of
Liberty,” Mr. Cairns deals with lip-
erty as if it were an abstract con-
ception, an end in itself instead of a
means toward an end. One would
think from rcading Mr. Cairns’s arti-
cle and the editorial accompanying it
that liberty once upon a time, in the
happy, halcyon days of the n.m.eteenth
century, was the precious pnyllege of
all, prince as well as prol_etanan._ The
question which Mr. Cairns fails to
ask, and which all liberals npglect
with reprehensive naivete, is liberty
for whom? Liberty for gangsters?
Liberty for thieves? Liberty for luna-
tics? Liberty for employers? Liber-
ty for workers? Liberty for ‘W]l.llCS?
T.iberty for Negroes? Or again liber-
ty for trusts? Liberty for chain
stores? Liberty for the small business
man? Liberty for tradc unions? Lib-
erty for strikes?

Obviously neither Mr. Cairns nor
the editorial writer on The Ewvening
Sun would mean liberty for every-
onc or everything, They would cer-
tainly want to stop somewhere, just
as the nineteenth century society,
which they implicitly extol for having
achieved that libertyv which today is
threatened with loss, stopped some-
where, and a very definite somewhere,
in its logic. We can be certain that
they would not be in favor of liber-
ty for gangsters, thieves and lunatics.
Their opposition to liberty on the
part of such types would be based
upon the simple fact that they repre-
sent different forms of social evils.
In short, while they may argue for
liberty in their articles and editorials
as if it were an abstract conception,
they recognize in practice that it has
very concrete limitations.

» ® ox

Liberty and Exploitation

Now the concept of theift is very
relative. Suppose we turn the tables
and construct a new form of society,
similar in economic outlook tc that in
the U.S.S.R., which vicws as a thief
anyone who employs other men in or-
der to make a profit off their labors
—would the libertarian be in favor
of depriving such thieves of their lib-
erty? If he lived in guch a society,
and there is a strong iikelihood that
unless he is already very old he will,
he would be forced to oppose the lib-
erty of such thieves as vigorously as
in our society he opposes the liberty
of thieves who make invasions upon
private property. Now the radical is
one step ahead of the libertarian in
that he understands enough of the
operations of our society to oppose
the liberty of such thieves today. Iu
a word, Mr. Cairns is in favor of op-
posing the liberty of those who plund:
er private possessions, but he is not
in favor of opposing the liberty of
those who plunder the lives of the
workers and farmers for private
profit. The libertarian is perfectly
willing to use the state power to de-
prive the individual thicf of his lib-
erty, but he is not willing to use thc
state power to deprive the social
thief, the cmployer, of his liberty.

And therein lies the class contradic
tion which makes the libertarian un
able to see that the conflict is over
who is a thief and who is not a thiel
—and not over liberty at all. The
Communist is as much in favor o!
liberty as the libertarian, more i
fact, but not liberty for thieves. Cor
sequently, in order to prevent sucl
thieves from running at large and at
tempting to exploit the masses, the
Communistbelieves in using the stat:
power to throttle them. The dictator
ship of the proletariat is necessar;
only because the strength of th
thieves is so great in every surround
ing nation, and was at one time in it:
very midst, that the proletarian stat
must employ every element of forc
at its command to protect itsel
against their possible invasion.
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Liberty and the Intellectual

But Mr. Cairns would undoubtedl
reply, it is not the disappearance o
liberty on the part of such thieve
which is so regrettable as the abroga
‘tion of liberty on the part of the ir
“tellectuals. What Mr. Cairns fails t
see is that in reality the liberty o
the intellectuals has not been abroga’
ed in Soviet Russia. The only libert
which has been denied the intellectus
in the U.S.S.R. ig that of allying hirr
self with the thieves; that is, with th
forces of capitalist civilization. Jur
as in America and France the stat
punishes those who steal propert
from others, so in the Soviet Unio
those who would abet the machina
tions of the social thieves are like
wise punished by the state.

The so-called plight of the intel
lectual in Soviet Russia has revolved
about just that difficulty. Those in-
tellectuals who are at one with
the state in its opposition to social
‘thievery as well as individual t' every
do not protest against restrictions
‘upon their personal liberty. The fact
of the matter is the majority of the
writers in Soviet Russia today ard not
members of the Communist Party,

by V. F. Calverton

and in many instances are not cven
Marxians, but are known as “fellow-
travelers.”

In other fields 'the same latitude is
to be discovered. Pavlov, for example,
as Robert Briffault points out in his
recent book, “Breakdown,” “gave
loud expression, both in public and in
private, to his detestation of the in-
famous principles of Soviet rule. The
intolerant and tyrannical Sovict Gov-
ernment, however, replied to Profes-
sor Pavlov’s vituperations by lavish-
ing upon him, regardless of cost,
every endowment and equipment he
desired and by treating him with rev-
erent honor and consideration.” Dr.
Rosenberg, one of the leaders of the
mental hygiene movement in Soviet
Russia today, is a Freudian as well
as a Marxian. And so one could go
on indefinitely and cite instances to
illustrate the fact that intellectual
liberty has been interfered with less
in the Soviet state than in the capi-
talist state. Certainly the status of
the intellectuals in Greece, where So-
crates had to drink the hemlock, can-
not be cited as equal to it.

- * -

The ‘Twilight of Liberty”

In the last analysis, the twilight
of liberty which Mr. Cairns regrets is
not the twilight of liberty at all but
the twilight of the special brand of
liberty which our middle-class civili-
zation has favored. But that liberty,
let it be said at once, has always been
liberty for the middle class and not
for the proletariat. Beginning with
the American Constitution, which, as
Charles Beard has shown, was devised
for the protection of the propertied
against the propertyless, liberty has
been denied to the have-nots and ex-
tended to the haves.

In brief, wherever conflict occurs
between classes in our society the
propertied class has the liberty to use
force, either of the courts or of the
militia, to combat it.

The basis of liberty is not intel-
lectual but economic. In America the
workers have the liberty at the pres-
ent time to starve; in Soviet Russia,
which Mr. Cairns attacks for the ab-
sence of liberty, the workers have the
liberty to work or to be protected
from the possibility of ever being
forced to starve for want of work. In
America such liberty belongs only to
the employers. Is Mr. Cairns in fav-
or of such liberty? If so, he is in fav-
or of liberty for the workers and not
for the employers, and, therefore, he
could not say that communism does
not give liberty to its citizens. But
Mr. Cairns is not interested in liber-
ty for the workers, and consequently

he attacks communism as the encmy
of liberty. What he does not see, nor
the editorial writer on The Evening
Sun, is that communism is the enemy
not of liberty, but of his brand of
liberty.

The liberty which he extols is the
right of intellectuals to say what they
want while the rest of society is sup-
pressed and starved. He is more con-
cerned with that right than with the
fact that “one (American) girl 21
years of age,” as Charles Beard
points out, “was sentenced to the
penitentiary for fifteen years for tak-
ing part in issuing a circular severe-
ly attacking President Wilson’s pol-
icy of intervention in Russia.” He is
more concerned with that right than
with the deprivation of political liber-
ty on the part of millions of Negroes
in the South. Why is it, it is perti-
nent here to ask, that so many lib-
ertarians are vitally concerned with
the infringement upon personal lib-
erty which the Eighteenth Amend-
ment has effected, and yet so few are
at all concerned with the fact that the
amendments granting political liber-
ty to the Negro have never been ob-
served in the South? In other words
the liberty to drink intoxicants is
more important to the libertarian
than the political liberty of an op-
pressed people. It is of such specious
stuff that middle class liberty is
made. Its tactics have been employ-
ed in other forms in Harlan, Ky., in
Marion,, in Gastonia, in the Detroit
massacre, in the continued imprison-
ment of Tom Mooney, in the Sacco-
Vanzetti suppressions and along a
thousand other fronts.

But such tactics were employed
with equal ruthlessness in the nine-
teenth century too. They are the in-
cvitable concomitants of the liberty of
the libertarian—the liberty of the
propertied classes to suppress the
propertyless. And it is precisely with
that type of liberty that the intellect-
ual liberty which Mr. Cairns defends
is so definitely allied—the liberty to
spepk freely in papers and magazines
which accept only those materials
which defend its position; the liberty
to permit the use of force by the
propertied class to put down the op-
position of the propertyless combined
with the liberty of condemning the
use of force on the part of the prop-
ertyless to oppose the oppression of
t}ne propertied. Such liberty is not
liberty. It is the sick conception of
minds who are afraid of real liberty
when they see it, minds who are
more concerned with their own pri-

vate privilege than with the humanity
as a whole.

Problems Of Socialist Construction

THE NEW GRAIN GOLLEGTION POLICY

from The “Moscow Daily News”

The material below on the new

regulations as to grain collections in
the Soviet Union is taken from the
Moscow Daily News, English lan-
quage mnewspaper published in Mos-
20W.
x % X

The Council of People’s Commis-
sars of the U.S.S.R. has published the
blan of grain collection for this year.
Lhe new plan marks a decisive im-
yrovement in the material conditions
>f the masses of collective farmers
wnd peasants in general.

The decrce states that, as a result
»f the successful development of col-
cctive farms and state farms and the
‘limination of the kulaks in the coun-
rvside, cultivated areas have greatly
ncreased and the output of grain has
isen from 600,000,000 poods in 1928
o 1,400,000,000 in 1931. Thanks to the
srganization of big collective farms
.nd machine-tractor stations, the
‘ountry is in a position to employ
he most modern technique and large
cale machinery.

The Five-Yecar Plan has resulted in
\ greater output of manufactured
roods to meet the growing require-
nents of the rural population for
nachinery, tools, and articles of con-
umption. The ever-increasing quan-
itics of both farm products and
anufactured goods make possible
he development of trade by the col-
ctive farms, as an additional source
f food supply for the urban centers.
‘his being the case, the Council of
cople’s Commissars has decided tc
cduce the amount of grain to be pur
hased by government organizations
lirectly from the collective farms sc
hat the latter may be in a position tc
rganize trade on an extensive scale.
In the other hand the amount of
rrain to be secured from state farms
vill be greater this year than in 1931.

Accordingly, the amount of grain
o be collected this year from collec-
ive and individual farms is fixed at
1,103,000,000 poods, not including the
srain tax on milling, as compared
vith 1,367,000,000 poods last year, a
decrease of 264,000,000 poods.

The state farms quota this year will
be 151,000,000 poods as compared with
108,000,000 poods last year.

This plan of grain collection is to
be carried out by January 1, 1933.
Seed reserves for next year are to be
fully prepared by January 15, 1933,

After January 15, when the plan of
grain collection and seed selection will
be ready, collective farms and farm-
crs will have a frece hand in selling
grain on their own terms both on
markets and in their own stores. The
local authorities are obliged to give
the collective farms and individual
farmers every assistance in combat-
ting go-betweens and speculators.

* % %

The task of the Soviet government
in the countryside during the last
‘hree years was to establish State and
:ollective farming, and to turn these
farms into the main producers ot
food stuff and raw material. This task
vas accomplished in the third year ot
‘he Five-Year Plan.

The socialist reconstruction of ag-
sicutlure became possible due to the
:xtensive usc of modern machinery
supplied by the rapidly growing state
industries.

The effects of socialist reconstruc-
‘ion based on modern agricultural
‘echnique are quite obvious. The Sov-
‘ct Union has greatly enlarged its cul-
ivated areas and increased the gross
utput of grain, As a result the gov-
'rnment was able in 1930 to collect
'2,500,000 tons of grain as compared
vith 11,000,000 tons in 1928. In 1931,
n spite of the drought, the collec-
ions brought in over twenty-three
nillion tons, which is a considerable
ncrease over 1930 .

On March 26, the Central Commit-
ce of the Communist Party passed a
-esolution directed against attempts
f. some local authorities to skip over
he present form of collective farms,
he artels, The Soviet government
ind the Communist Party want to
strengthen these cooperatives and are
thereforc emphatically opposed to
any hasty attempts at “jumping over”
to forms of agricultural production
which will become practicable only
at a later stage of development. The
resolution emphasized the necessity
of improving the organization of the
collective farims and warned against

stock belonging to members of col-

WThe Facts Speak |
For Themselves

| The Militant seems to be quite up-

set over our comments on L. D. Trot-
sky, that “Gibraltar of Principle.”
But in its indignation it does not
lose its characteristic political cau-
tion: it neither admits, nor denies our
charges as to Trotsky’s political
twists and turns in his attitude to the
German 1923 events and to the
“Brandler group”—it is quite satis-
fied with evasion!

In the interests of puncturing the
inflated Trotsky-myth, which pictures
him as a veritable Rock of Gibraltar
who has never budged an inch in his
principles and views, to whom politi-
cal compromising, hedging and right-
about-faces are not only foreign but
revolting, we present the following
facts, with documentary evidence:

1. In January 1924, at a meeting
of the Executive of the Comintern,
Radek presented draft theses signed
by Trotsky, Piatakov, himself and
others. These draft theses, not ac-
cepted by the Comintern, had the
following to say on the German situa-
tion:

“The Executive rejects decisively
the demand of the leaders of the
Berlin organization (the ultra-left
anti-Brandler faction.—Editor) to
declare that the October retreat
of the (German) Party was not
justified and was indeed a betrayal.
If the Party had, in October_ de-
clared the insurrection, as the Ber-
lin comrades proposed, then it
would now be lying with a broken
neck . . . The retreat itself corre-
sponded to the objective situation
and is approved by the Executive.”

2. In September 1924, in his “Les-
sons of October,” Trotsky wrote the
following, the exact opposite:

“Still more interesting is the
question of the defeat of the Ger-
man proletariat in October of last
year. We saw there (in Germany)
in the second half of 1932 a classi-
cal demonstration of how an en-
tirely favorable revolutionary situ-
ation of world-historical signifi-
cance can be missed . . . More fav-
orable, more mature, more appro-
priate conditions for the seizure of
power cannot be imagined.”

A complete right-about-face not on-
ly without explanation but with the
brazen insistence that no change of
view has taken place at all! Has not
the present leadership of the Comin-
tern found a worthy peer in the art
of political trickery?

fective farms.

It is the purpose of the Soviet gov-
ernment to raise the standard of liv-
ing of the population both urban and
rural. Strong State and collective
farms are the surest means of bring-
ing this about.

The new decision of the Council of
People’s Commissars and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
has the same aim in view. It reduces
the amount of State collection of
grain from collective and individual
farms by 4,500,000 tons, as compax:ed
with last year. By this fact, collective
farms and their tmembers will have a
stimulus in developing kolkhoz trade.

This measure, together with the _dc-
cision mentioned above concerning
cattle breeding by collective farm
members, is bound to increase the vo!
ume of products coming to Sovier
markets over and above the goods
sold thru the State and Coopcra-
tive channels, while at the same time
the profitcer will be given no chance
to have a hand in the matter.

The new decision is accompanied
by a new decree on the agricultural
tax. The main idea of the decree is
to stimulate the cultivation of grain,
cotton, sugar, beets, flax, etc. and
the raising of cattle and poultry. The
new tax regulation is such as to en-
courage collective farms to extend
the cultivated areas and to improve
farm methods. New and weak kolk-
hozes as well as the small farmers
who are not as yet organized in col-
lective farms are exempt from taxes,
so as to give them an opportunity to
develop. It is important to note that
most of the means collected in the
form of agricultural taxes will be used
for local needs, such as the require-
ments of hospitals, schools, commun-
al development, etc. The regulation
is particularly interesting as it shows
that the Soviet government uses the
taxes which it collects primarily for
the benefit of the tax payers them-
selves, right on the spot.

Summing up, the first step towards
the socialist reconstruction of agri-
culture was to discard the old sys-
tem of farming which was based on
petty production, and to establish
laree scale farms as a way out of pov-
erty and ignorance in the countryside.
This was done in a sharp struggle
against the kulaks and also against
the right and left deviations from the
general line of the Party. It was
done in a struggle against all the
dark and reactionary forces.
struggle was won.

The next step was to make the col-
lective farmer the central figure in
the countryside, and to increase the
productivity of labor in collective
farms. :

The thing to be done now is to use
the advantages which have been ob-
Itained from large scale collective and
!State farming for the benefit of the
lrural and urban population, and the

anv compulsory socialization of live; new decrees have this as their prin-

cipal aim.

The'!

Against the Trotskyist System of Dogmas!

On “Socialism in One Country”

The question of “socialism in one
country” has been made the very cen-
ter of his system by L. D. Trotsky.
In the Communist Intcrnational long
struggles, not always theoretical,
have taken place over it. Yet the
question itself has been lost in a cloud
of quotations, charges and counter-
charges. The problem curtainly de-
serves a more carcful and more ob-
jective analysis than it has received
in tne Comintern press recen.ly.

* 2 »
What Is Socialism?

The Trotskyite formulation of the
question of the construction of so-
cialism in one country is based upon
a rather original formulation of the
socialist concept. Trotsky questions
the socialist character of the present
Soviet economy. He writes:

“The working woman who stands in
line before a store has her criterion
of socialism, and this ‘consumers’ cri-
terion, as it is disdainfully called by
the officials, is decisive in the ques-
tion.” Trotsky goes on to say “that
the problems of socialism will be
solved not merely by the social forms
of property but that it also presup-
poses a certain technical mastery on
the part of society.” We always
thought that the character of a sys-
tem of production is determined by
the “social forms of property”, that
it is dependent upon the question in
whose possession are the means of
production, Where the means of
production are the socialized proper-
ty of the workers, as is the case in
the industry and collectivized agricul-
ture of the Soviet Union, there we
have socialism. What is Trotsky’s
definition, however? When he asserts
that the Soviet economy is not being
run with the object of satisfying
the needs of the working masses for
consumption goods to the extent pos-
sible under present conditions, he is
entirely wrong. When he lays down
the rule that the workers must be as-

sured of a “certain standard” of liv-.

ing before we can speak of socialism,
he follows in the footsteps of the So-
cial democratic press which always
repeats that socialism must begin
with the assurance of a comfortable
existence for all, so that the workers
should not be frightened by the sa-
crifices and privations necessary for
the transformation of the economic
system.

That socialism can be developed on-
ly on the foundation of a modern
technique is a platitude. But the pre-
cise stage of technical development
necessary for the rise of socialized
forms of production is to be determ-
incd not by an artificial abstraction,
not by the personal views of Trotsky,

by A.P.

or of any other person, but by prac-
tise. The present technique in the
Soviet Union has evidently been suf-
ficient to socialize not only industry
but also a large portion of agriculture.
If socialism is not conceived as the
socialization of the means of produc-
tion, not as the abolition of capital-
ist property and exploitation, but it
the assumption is made that the work-
ers must be assured of an arbitrarily
determined amount of consumption
goods and that an equally arbitrarily
determined stage of technical devel-
opment must be attained in order to
have socialism, then the discussion as
to the possibility of building social-
ism will certainly go off on the wrong
road from the very beginning.
- » *

Why Not Socialism In One Country?

Two trains of thought run thru
Trotsky’s arguments against the pos-
sibility of the completion of the build-
ing of socialism in one country. First
is the idea that the building of social-
ism cannot be complete in the Soviet
Union because it is an undeveloped
country. Trotsky says:

“The theory of a permanent revolution
contains two fundamental ideas: First: In
spite of the historical backwardness of
Russia the revolution can place the powei
into the hanas of the proletariat sooner
there than in other lands. Secondly: the
way out of the difficulties encountered by
the dictatorship of the proletariat in a
backward country surrounded by a world
of capitalist enemies, can be found only
in the international revolution . . . Fot
the new theory the remarkable idea that
the Soviet Union may collapse thru mili-
tary intervention but never thru its eco-
nomic backwardness, has become a ques

tion of homor . . . ” (Trotsky, “The In.
ternational Revolution and the Communist
International,” Berlin, 1929).

But then Trotsky also. states that
a complete socialist economy can be
constructed only as a world economy,
that is, neither in a single country nor
in a group of countries, it being im-
material whether they are backward
or advanced economically. He says:

“In reality the socialist world economy
will never be constructed as a totality of
national economies. It must originate in
its essential characteristics based upon the
principle of international division of labor,
which has already been created by pre-
ceding capitalist development. The out-
lines of socialist world economy will be
laid down in the storm and strife of the
proletarian revolution and not as a result

of the complete building of socialism in a

whole series of individual countries.”

(Trotsky, as above).

* x

The Role of the Proletarian
Dictatorship

Let us examine the first part of
Trotsky’s argument. The discussion
of the question of the building of So-
_cialism in one country which took

*

Build Or Break The Mass Unions

LOSOVSKY'S UNTRUE ‘TRUISMS'

by B. Herman

(Concluded from last issue)

For Lenin, the growth of the re-
formist trade unions is not something
to gnash one’s teeth about, as Losov-
sky does, but signifies the growth, the
development, the maturing of the
working class, the inevitable road of
development of the proletariat. For
Communists to try to jump over this
road, and to try to avoid the unavoid-
able—means sectarianism and isola:
tion. Regarding the growth of the
reformist trade unions in Great Bri-
tain from 5.5 millions in 1917 to 7.5
millions in 1919, Lenin writes:

“These facts speak most clear-

ly, and are confirmed by thous-
ands of other indications, of the
growth of class-consciousness and
of the passion for organization,
which exists especially amongst
the ‘rank and file’, amongst the
backward elements. Millions of
workers in England, France and
Germany, who were not at all or-
ganized heretofore, have, for the
first time, entered the most ele-
mentary, most simple and most
easily accessible form of organi-
zation—for those still imbued with
bourgeois-democratic prejudices—
namely the trade unions.”

Lenin does not weep like a spoiled
child that the immense growth of
these trade union§ means the
strengthening of capitalism! That is
because what is a truism for Losov-
sky, is nonsensti to‘Lenin.

-

Burocracy and Unions

To Losovsky, the reformist buro-
crats and the trade unions are insep-
arable. One can only defeat reform-
ism, which is a pillar of capitalism,
by breaking up the trade unions. He
runs away from the struggle to cap-
ture the trade unions, to drive out
the reformists. He wants to “ex-
plode” the reformist unions, driving
out not merely reformist burocrats,
but the workers as well. For if you
weaken the reformist unions, you
weaken capitalism! But Lenin’s an-
swer was:

“This struggle (in the reform-
ist trade unions) must be mereci-
lessly conducted, until, as was done
in our case, all the incorrigible
leaders of opportunism and social-

chauvinism have been completely

exposed and thrown out of the

unions.”

But how can you win the masses in
the trade unions away from the re-
formists except by working with the
trade unions, to win them, to build
them, and by showing in practice not
only in words, that the Communists
are the most active and devoted fight-
ers in the trade unions, organizing the
workers in struggles, exposing the be-
trayals and the union wrecking of the
reactionary burocrats. Communists
cannot compete with reactionary buro-
crats in “breaking up unions”. If
this will weaken capitalism, then John
L. Lewis has done more effective
work to “weaken capitalism” than
even the ultra-left course of the Par-
ty can ever be given credit for. The
slogan of the Communist must be:
“Build and win the unions!” The
greater the inpouring of masses into
the old unions, the more precarious
the position of the reformists. The
theses of Lenin at the Third Congress
of the Communist International state:

“In the very first year of its ex-
istence, the Communist Interna-
tional disavowed all sectarian ten-
dencies. It called upon all parties
affiliated to it to enter the unions
and, from within, overcome the re-
actionary trade union burocracy
in order to transform the trade
unions into revolutionary mass or-
ganizations of the proletariat, and
into efficient organs of struggle.”

This is miles away from any pol-
icy of breaking the trade unions. One
‘does not make efficient organs of
struggle of the trade unions by smash-
ing them. Nor does one build the
Communist Party by disorganizing and
demoralizing the ranks of the prole-
tariat.

But Losovsky is not thru with his
“truisms.” Like an obstinate musi-
cian developing a bad melody, he
pushes his theory further. He in-
verts it, and arrives at the idea that
“when the reformist trade unions are
strong, the range of the strike move-
ment is weaker. Such is the sterility
resulting from the truths of Losov-
sky. Break up the trade unions, in
order to have strikes! It is no won-
der that Comrade Heckert risked his

(Continued on page 4)
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place in the C.P.S.U. in Trotsky’s
time occurred on a rather. abstract
plane. Arguments consisted largely
of quotations from Lenin. As a re-
sult, a question of decisive import-
ance remained in the background,
namely, the role of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. In answer to the
Menshevik  Suchanow’s  well-known
reproach in his memoirs that the Bol-
sheviks had tried to establish the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and to
realize socialism altho Russia lacked
the necessary capitalist “maturity”,
Lenin said that it was exactly the
dictatorship of the proletariat that
enables the Russian working masses
to obtain in the shortest time the tech-
nical and cultural development which
they lacked. The results of the Five-
Year Plan have proved the truth ot
Lenin’s words. The proletarian dic-
tatorship is a powerful factor in tech-
nical and cultural progress. As long
as classes exist, the class struggle
is the motive force of the develop-
ment of productive forces. The class
struggle, destroying the outlived pro-
ductive relations which had become
the fetters on the productive forces,
made possible the broadest application
of new technical discoveries. The
struggles of the bourgeois revolution
paved the way for the triumph of me-
chanized industry. But it is only the
proletarian dictatorship that has such
very powerful means of developing
the national economy. A certain de-
velopment of industry is surely neces-
sary to make the proletariat strong
enough to set up its dictatorship as
a class, but once it has created this
dictatorship and can hold it against
foreign capitalism, then it has the
possibility of settling with the capi-
talist elements within. For social-
ist construction is, as the example
of the Soviet Union shows, a class
struggle against the remaining ex-
ploiting elements. If the proletar-
iat is strong enough to suppress the
g:xplonters and to abolish them, then
it also has the means of mobilizing
the resources of the country to over-
come economic backwardness and to
do this on the basis of socialist rela-
tions of production.

The dictatorship of the proletariat
can overcome the backwardness of a
country much more rapidly than can
capitalism. What is the secret of the
unheard-of speed of the industrial de-
velopment of the Soviet Union, the
like of which has never been seen in
history? The proletarian dictatorship
has eliminated capitalist luxury-con-
sumption and the waste of capitalist
competition. The production-surplus
has been utilized planfully; not profit-
interests are decisive but the inter-
ests of the national economy as a
whole. New investments do not take
place chaotically nor are they limit-
ed by the amount of capital at the
disposal of' a single capitalist or
group of capitalists, so that in every
case the technically best levels
can be chosen.

In a capitalist society, “national in-
come” is a purely statistical concept;
each person can control only what act-
ually belongs to him. In a socialist
economy, under the dictatorship of
the' proletariat, the victorious prole-
tariat can control the total produc-
tion-surplus and can utilize it from
a unified point of view. That is why
poor Soviet Union, with its own re-
sources only, can accomplish so in-
flmtely more than the rich capitalist
countries. That is why the specific
lRussnlan :)}la.ckwa;'dness is already
argely a thing of the past, owin
the Five-YeargPlan. pash g to

On the other hand, the dictatorship
of the proletariat cannot maintain it-
sel_f, cannot even exist, if it does not
build socialism. It can tolerate capi-
talism for a time; it can temporarily
fore:go.the immediate abolition of
canitalism; it can, however, never de-
sist from fighting capitalism and
from continually pushing it back.
Every forward step on the road to-
ward the building of socialism can re-
sult only from struggle against capi-
talist elements in the national econ-
omy and at their expense. That is,
a proletarian dictatorship which holds
up its socialist construction, digs its
own grave and works for the victory
of counter-revolution. And this would
be just what would happen did not
the proletarian dictatorship strive to
_comp_lete Socialist construction, that
is, did it not merely keep the capi-
talist elements in check but actuaﬂy
destroy them, eradicate them.

To deny like Trotsky, the possibili-
ty that the proletarian dictgtorship,
having begup it, can complete social-
13t construction, means to declare that
socialist construction (quite apart

1from external causes, such as foreign

capitalist intervention) must at a cer-
tain stage collapse if it is limited
to one country only, i.e., that social-
ist construction is accompanied by a
strengthening of the capitalist ele-
ments, of the capitalist counter-revo-
lution, which in the end must prevail.
The power and possibilities of che pro-
!etarlqn dictatorship, its entire histor-
ical significance, are flatly denied.
Trotsky is only logical when he prac-
tically denies the existence of the pro-
letarian dictatorship in the Soviet

"1 Union when he says that this dictator-

ship is degenerating in a “thermi-
dorian” or a “bonapartist” manner,
and that the Soviet Union is bein
governed by a clique of “potentia
counter-revolutionaries.”

(Concluded in the mext issue)
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HOOVER’S NEWEST PROGRAM

HAT significant combination of historical circumstance—the economic

crisis and the Presidential elections—is certainly bringing forth a
bumper crop of program economists, legislators, engineers, “Socialists,”
Presidents and would-be Presidents. All species of political quacks and
patent-medicine salesmen are coming forward daily with new solutions
and new ways out of the crisis.

In this industry which, next to the bootlegging business, is the coun-
try’s most flourishing industry, Hoover is the chief producer. Scarcely
a week passes without some Hoover program or plan seeing the light.
None of us has forgotten how Hoover, immediately after the stock market
crash, prophesied and promised that prosperity would sweep the country
in sixty days. Nor have we forgotten how the Department of Commerce
and every other government department and prominent Republican party
spokesman assured the country that the “bottom” had been reached, that
the country was on the upward trend, that “prosperity was around the
corner.”

Soon this Christian Science method proved bankrupt. Hoover and
Company had to try a new racket. Things were going so rapidly and so
seriously from bad to worse that Coueism by itself could no longer be
offered with even a pretense at a straight face. When gold started to flow
out of the country by the hundreds of millions of dollars, when hoarding
reached the billion dollar level, when an avalanche of bank failures hit
the country, then Hoover gave birth to a scheme to shower the huge
financial and industrial corporations with hundreds of millions of dollars.
However, things continued to go from bad to worse. Then, Hoover
altered his program so as to pour more money and pour it more quickly
into the pockets of some of the biggest shattered corporations, Thus was
born the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (R.F.C.).

Any one acquainted with the A B C of American democracy could
see that the RF.C. was really only a Relief For Crooks organization.
Plundering the government treasury on an unheard of scale was really
no new venture for the giant corporations of the country. The crisis
continued and will continue for some time yet to grow worse. Another
program was needed. Again something new. Once more the Hoover
moratorium labored. Another rat was born. Hoover has reentered the
lists of saviors with a new program, this time a 12-point program!

What is Hoover’s latest program for getting out of the crisis? What
is the meaning of Hoover's economic program which will serve as his
platform of “principles” in the coming election campaign, as his fortress
against the demagogic Bryanesque attacks of such might-be presidents as
Roosevelt? In his newest “program” Hoover, first of all, stresses the need
for “quick, honest balancing of the budget.” In line with this he insists
on the unconditional avoidance of any further government borrowing.
Both of these “remedies” can only serve to relieve the millions of jobless
and starving people of whatever facilities for living they now have. “Bal-
ancing the budget” means cutting down whatever there are of social
services. And avoiding further government borrowing only means definite
refusal to appropriate even a penny for relief of the actual sufferers in
the crisis. The third Hoover proposal of introducing a five-day week
for government employees without raising government expenses, is only a
Federal wage-cut and an inspiration and further urge to all industries to
follow suit with more wage-cuts in the name of economy and the stagger
system of disemploying workers.

Hoover’s whole program limits “economy” to wages. He proposes
to dump another billion and a half dollars into the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation for any public or private agency if the projects thus financed
will “sustain and expand employment” and be “income-producing.” On
this basis, the R.F.C. is also to be authorized to lend money to States for
“distress relief.” How empty this relief proposal is can be seen from the
vagueness of the President’s suggestion for “unceasing efforts at sound
strengthening of the foundations of agriculture” and for the “continuation
of national, community and individual efforts in relief of distress.” More
loopholes couldn’t be invented by anyone.

It is clear that Hoover now proposes unlimited help for the banks
to keep them from failing. Yet, at the same time, the R.F.C. will engage
in some banking itself. Naturally, in this competitive role Hoover’s new
banking apparatus will be able to compete most effectively precisely with
the weakest banks, with the banks which are in the greatest danger of
failing. Consequently, Hoover’s new program will, like the preceding
ones, fail to down the tide of bank failures.

There’s much more to the new Hoover scheme. When the R.F.C.
was first organized we were told its original two billion dollars capitaliza-
tion would be more than sufficient. Now Hoover must again bury his
optimism and practically double the original capitalization. The continuous
pouring of billions of dollars of government credit into the coffers of
finance-capital means inflation with all its inevitable and serious dang‘ers
to the entire capitalist credit system. But it means even more; its objective
and unavoidable logic is for the government to guarantee practically all
prices and profits for the capitalist class. This is fraught with incalcu'lable
danger. The further expansion of short-term and long-term credit is no
way of ending the crisis of capitalist production. Already the volume of
Federal Reserve credit is approximately 5090 above what it was three
years ago at this time. In reality, the expansion of credit is much greater
than 509 because, since the middle of 1929, the United States has lost
about a billion dollars in gold. “Normally” the Federal Reserve banks
should be accumulating excess reserves during periods of crisis, during
periods of low business activity. Today, the trend is in the opposite
direction.

On cegtain important international questions, like the war-debts,
reparations, tariff, etc., Hoover keeps silent. Perhaps the Republican party
national convention will give us more generalities and vagaries on these
matters. One thing is already clear—and this is decisive—no relief will
be given to the hungry by the ruling class. Whatever relief will be gotten
will have to be fought for and forced by the jobless and by those momen-
tarily employed themselves. Besides, it is obvious that the capitalist class
is at present bankrupt in so far as any concrete and effective measures are
‘concerned, for even the slightest temporary alleviation of the crisis. Ap-

* parently, the “natural course” of blood-letting at the expense of the work-
ers and lower middle class is the only course for Wall Street capitalism,
the strongest sector of intérnational capitalism. Only the organized mili-
tant mass action of the workers can alter this course, insure immediate
relief, and build a revolutionary proletarian movement to destroy the
decrepit, decaying system of capitalist exploitation with its crisis amidst
plenty and to replace it by a classless, socially planned, a socialist society.

Here is the only program offering a way out of the devastating
economic crisis.

Consequences of the World Crisis

We publish below the first of a
series of articles by Jay Lovestone
on the “Social and Economic Conse-
quences of the World Crisis.”

L N

The greatest event since the War
cannot be looked upon as a single his-
torical incident or problem. The
crisis is an epoch-making event of
the entire world—for the Soviet
Union as well as all the capitalist
countries. Its social and economic
consequences, I believe, will be at
least as great, and in many respects
even more profound than those of the
World War itself. Often spoken of
as an economic crisis, it is far more
inclusive, pervading every walk of
life—in thought, in action, in all
ranks within classes and in all rela-
tionships between classes.

Let me attempt to outline the social
and economic consequences of the
crisis not merely for the United
States but internationally, those of
world-wide character. In fact, it is
still too early for anyone to try to
present a complete picture of these
‘consequences. I will merely endeavor
to trace, as it were, the contour, the
broad outlines, the common signifi-
cant features more and more char-
acterizing the world situation as a re-
sult of the crisis.

It is appropriate, therefore, to ap-
proach the question at the outset with
an examination of the general reac-
tions of the bourgeoisie, the class rul-
ing five-sixths of the ecarth. Leading
financial experts in Amsterdam esti-
mate the crisis in this fashion:

“Looking back over 1931, the striking

fact is that the crisis has caused more
uneasiness and mental disturbance than
any other crisis of the past generation.
Oune reason assigned it in this market is
that financial communities thruout the
world had for years persuaded themselves
that really destructive crises belonged to
the past. As a natural comsequence of
this belief, the severity of this year’s eco-
nomic trouble had psychological results ay
serious as the economic damage.

“Omne result has been that great masses
of people are virtually refusing to accept
the devastating effects of the economie
reaction.  This may conceivably lead to
great political changes . " (New York
Times Amnnual Financial Section. January
1, 1932).

This represents the opinion of the
biggest Dutch 'bourgeoisie. And Hol-
land, relatively sveaking, is today a
prosperous country according to gen-
eral standards. One need not take too
seriously the Amsterdam bankers as-
sertion that the great mass of people
don’t realize the devastating results
of the crisis. Rather, we must take
much more seriously the uneasiness
shown by these spokesmen of the rul-
ing class. But to understand the psy-
chological reactions of the ruling
class, or of the vroletariat, we must
not rely merely and mechanically on
the method of cause and effect. Hist-
orically, dialectically, economic and
social forces cannot be regarded in a
simple A.B.C. relationiship. It would
be folly for us to assume that we
can arbitrarily pick any particular in-
cident in the crisis, or in the period
before the crisis, and say that it was
or is the ‘cause of another particular
effect or event. Only by viewing
questions in their relation to many
forces, distinct forces, here supple-
menting each other, there conflicting
with each other, can we have a close-
up and a bird’s eye view of the sit-
uvation.

With this dynamic approach we
will divide the problem before us in-
to two main categories: First: What
are the economic consequences of the
world crisis? Secondly: What are the
social and political consequences? Of
course, not for a moment are we try-
ing to draw a hard and fast and per-
manent line between economic and so-
cial consequences. They are inter-
woven in life.

* o x %

1.—ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

One of the basic features of the
present crisis is its being deepest and
severest preciscly in those countries
which have the highest technical de-
velopment. For this reason and out
of this situation there will come a
series of organic derangements in the
present economic order which will
cause fatal and incalculable damage
to the capitalist system of produc-
tion and exchange. Because of the
very nature of capitalism the unem-
ployment crisis which is internation-
al world-wide in character, has reach-
ed its worst levels just in those coun-
tries which yesterday were most pros-
perous. Look at the United States
and Germany, where unemployment
is severest.

In so-called normal times the finan-
cial structure of world capitalism, the
banking system, appears to be strong-
est in countries like the
States. However, as a result of this
crisis, the banking system of the Unit-

.|ed States, but yesterday the world’s

stronghold of finance-capital, has he-
come one of the weakest links in the
chain of the bourgeois order, on the
American sector of the world capi-

talist system. Germany’s banking
system has been hit perhiaps sccond
hardest.  That Amecrica’s banking

system has been hit the hardest and
is today relatively in the most pre-
carious position remains truc, tho
absolutely, the German, the British
and even the French banking systems
may be wecaker for the moment. The
decisive factor to be considered here
is that the proportion to which the
American banking system has been
undermined and the mountain-high
casualties in the American banking
world far exceed the weakening and
the casualties suffered by the bank-
ing system of every other rapitalist

country.

United |
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by Jay Lovestone

Because the crisis reaches its great-
est depths in the highest developed
countries it brings in its train a
sharpening of the decisive, the basic
contradictions of world capitalism.
Thus, the primary among the econ-
omic consequences of the crisis will
be a further widening of the gap be-
tween the production capacities
and the consumption possibilities, te
an extent and degree hitherto un-
known in the history of the capital-
ist system. Sweeping as this conten-
tion may appear it is rooted in the
painful facts of reality. The falling
standards of living, and the rising
capacities of production are the op-
posite poles. Betwcen these two poles
mass misery will flourish in the com-
ing years.

LI BN
Destruction Of Capital

The present crisis will entail a
huge destruction of capital thruout
the entire bourgeois world—a destruc-
tion of capital unheard of, unequaled
in the history of the capitalist order.
The intensification of competition to-
day means not so much a wiping out
of small shopikeepers, petty mer-
chants and little industrialists as a
liquidation of huge corporations. The
tempo of the obsolescence of capital
is being increased by the very acute-
ness of the competitive struggle in a
world dominated more and more by
monopoly, by finance-capital. Paup-
erization of great masses of workers
will be an inevitable result of the
still more rapid discarding of labor
power of millions of workers thrown
out of industrial organizations and
thrown on the scrap heap of the econ-
omic system. Even in its best days,
with its much-vaunted efficiency, the
capitalist system is very wasteful.
Take the speed-up and scientific man-
agement as symbols of capitalist effi-
ciency: You will find upon close ex-
amination that these institutions are
paid for, unnecessarily, only for the
sake of profits, with the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of workers in
every capitalist country of a high
technique.

This picture doesn’t reveal merely
technical relations in their narrow
sense; it reveals the distortion of the
most fundamental human relations.
Here in New York City, we have the
model capitalist urban center. In
so-called prosperity days thousands
of buildings are torn down: buildings
still useful for commercial purposes.
The laws of profit and interest in the
property, in the realty market de-
mand the destruction of such usable
buildings. At the same time, these
laws of profit and interest in the
realty market, even in the brightest
of prosperity days, demand the per-
petuation of slums—whole sections of
the city with buildings that are un-
suited, unfit for occupancy but that
are especially fit for securing heavy
interest payments on mortgages.

However we are not stressing here
the normal unnecessary destruction of
capital which is inherent in the com-
petitive, the capitalist system, itself.
We are now speaking of the terrific
destruction of capital growing out of
the difficulties arising from the pres-
ent economic crisis. It will be neces-
sary for the bourgeoisic in" every coun-
try to charge off as a loss huge pro-
portions of the very capital which
they only recently used for the de
velopment, for the creation of the ex-

How Capitalism ‘Overcomes’ Crises

cess capacities of the surplus produc-
tion forces now plaguing them. This
is blood-letting, economically speak-
ing, and, certainly, socially speaking.

The rulng class must rid itself of
the burden of carrying this giant
capital investment, The very great
burden of carrying this great capital
investment must be eliminated from
the cost of the production of commod-
ities. Herein lies the basic economic
reason for the multiplying- and ag-
gravated attacks on the wages, the
working conditions and the living
standards of the proletariat and large
gections of the middle class.

In fact, the destruction of excess
‘canital], excess machinery, excess com-
modities like coffee, sugar, wheat and
coal, is even hailed as a remedy, as a
way out of the crisis not only by the
cynics but the realists of bourgeois
intellectualdom. Every attempt is be-
ing made and will continue to be made
by the ruling class to have the work-
ers pay for this costly and moment-
ary way out of the crisis. The Ger-
man economist, Professor B. J. Bonn,
shows remarkable understanding of
this process of capitalist development
and decay when he says:

“In the modern capitalist economy every
crisis must, before it is quite overcome,
entail a cancellation of excessive capital.
This very painful devaluation is the rem-
edy by which capitalism restores order to
economic chaos, punishing those—but, un-
fortunately, not those alone—who are re-
sponsible for it. In this it employs the
method of expropriation by means of des-
truction of value, of depreciation—the
capitalist form of socialization, which is
far more radical, more ruthless and more
sensible than the ordinary attempts at
socialization, This was the course taken
by the American crisis after fruitless at-
tempts at intervention.” (M. J. Bonn:
Prosperity: Myth and Reality in American
Economic Life, page 113).°
Professor Bonn is evidently some-

what morally indignant when he
speaks of individuals “who are re-
sponsible” for the crisis because of
their evil intentions or their malprac-
tices. Hoover, Mellon, Schwab, Mor-
gan, Rockefeller—none of these as in-
dividuals intended to or planned to
bring on the present erisis. The crisis
came as a logical stage in the process
of capitalist development. Good in-
tentions and bad policies mix to bring
on chaos in all walks of life in the
present system. We may be indebt-
ed, however, to Professor Bonn for
stating so plainly that destruction of
capital is the highest and most deci-
sive form of socialization the capi-
talist order knows. As to the wis-
dom of this method of socialization,
the international working class will
vet speak. In the Soviet Union it has
already spoken. This “radical, ruth-
less and sensible” method of stabiliza-
tion, of socialization, capitalism can
resort to only as long as the working
class permits it. This is simply an-
other way of saying that the capi-
talist system will continue in crisis
after crisis, each subsequent one
worse than each preceding one. until
the international revolutionary pro-
letariat takes matters in its own
hands and destroys the system as a
whole. But it is indeed a sad com-
mentary on a social system, a con-
demnation which defies imagination,
when it can find no more sensible
way of even temporarily getting out
of serious difficulties than by whole-
sale, wanton destruction of the fruits

of many years of labor of millions of
workers.

LOSOVSKY'S UNTRUE ‘TRUISMS’

(Continued from Page 3)

political life and protested. Ever
Losovsky knows better and admits:
“In Great Britain the reformist ap-
paratus is strong, the Minority Move-
ment is weak, yet there have been big
strikes.” This confutes Losovsky’s
theory. But Losovsky is not to be
downed so easily. He answers: “But
we might ask what would have been
the sweep of these strikes if the re-
formist apparatus had been weaker
and ours stronger?”’ The artlessness
of this rejoinder is breath-taking. He
proves his contention by maintaining
that if the reformist trade unions
were only weaker, then the strike
movement in Great Britain would
have been stronger. But this is as-
serting just what you have to prove!

In the U. S. where Communists
following the Leninist trade union
policies of the Opposition have work-
ed within reformist unions, as in Pat-
erson and in the needle trades, we
have seen militantly fought strikes.
The role of the official Red unions,
was to split the ranks of the workers
in the strike and, in both instances,
the strikes of the T.U.U.L. union were
weak and ineffectual. The range of
the strike movement can therefore

be greatly widened and reformist
unions drawn into struggle, but not
by the policy of Losovsky, of explod-
ing the reformist unions, but thru a
policy of workine within the reform-
ist unions to build the left wing, to
arouse the masses in the union for
militant action despite the sabotage
and betrayals of the reactionary of-
ficialdom.

Considering the theories of Iosov-
sky at the VIII Council Session, it
'is not to be wondered at that a few
|voices were raised in opposition—tim-
1id, hesitant, fearful voices. Not only
| Heckert, but also Pollitt dared to
' question the infallible wisdom of Lo-
sovsky. Pollitt called for a ‘“return
to the Third R.I.L.U. Congress,” thus
rejecting or gliding over the “inde-
pendent leadership” and the dual
unionist course laid down by the
' Fourth and Fifth Congresses of the

R.ILL.U. 1t is interesting to note here
that the American comrades, led by
that heroic mass figure, Jack Stachel,
were the best yes-men that Losovsky
had at his disposal. Not a squeak of
independent thought was forthcoming
from these disciples of “independent
leadership” thruout all the sessions.

Pollitt dared, cautiously of course,
to blame the R.I.L.U. Executive for
the desertion of work in the reaction-
ary unions. He declared:

“An impression has been created
that, whatever may be stated in
the resolutions, the work within
the trade unions is of no import-
ance, and the Executive Buro of
the R.ILL.U, has never taken any
steps to carry out this work.”

And further, that the R.I.L.U. even
hindered in carrying on work in the
reformist unions. Losovsky is indig-
nant. He sanctimoniously crosses
himself, and cries: “Oh, Lord! I have
not sinned! Look in France, in Eng-
land, in Germany. I am an innocent
lamb!” He actually says: “When
and where did the R.EL.U. tell you
that it is unnecessary to work within
the trade unions?” True, on paper,
the R.I.L.U, has always been “in fav-
or” of work in the reactionary unions.
But it is no accident, nor is it the
fault of the British comrades alone,
that in all countries, the work of the
Communists in the trade unions has
collapsed. Losovsky should kuow
that the dual-unionist course is in-
compatible with hcalthy Communist
work within the trade unions.

The new campaign to revive work
in the trade unions for the purpose
of exploding these organizations, will
succeed only in exploding the Com-
munists out of the trade unions. This
turn will be as barren of everything
except defeats, as were all other in-
numerable turns of the Party and the
R.IL.U. It is not surprising, there-
fore that even the recent thesis ot
the American Central Committee is
forced to admit that despite all thc
turns, we have not made the “real

turn”. This is a confession of the
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TECHNIQUE DU COUP D’ETAT,
(Technique Of The Overthrow of
The State), by C. Malaparte, Trans-
lated from the Italian into French
by Juliette Bertrand. Paris, Editions
Bernard Grasset, 1932,

A thoughtful Fascist writer, with
considerable experience in European
political life and broad contact with
it, discusses dispassionately the tech-
nique of the overthrow of the modern
state and takes as his master in that
art—ILeon Trotsky! This is intrigu-
ing enough to impel one to read this
small volume did it not merit study
for other reasons as well.

Malaparte’s thesis is certainly nov-
el altho it is strikingly characteristic.
“The tactics (of the coup d’etat) con-
stitute a problem of a technical or-
der and not of a political order,” we
are told (p. 147). Strategy, Malapar-
te, admits, depends upon economic,
political, social and especially class re-
lations and therefore, since no ex-
act recurrence of these conditions can
be found from country to country
nothing very much of general import-
ance can be learned from the strategy
of any particular revnlution (say, the
Russian October revolution). But
tactics are quite different, believes the
author. The tactics of the coup d’etat
do not have any reference at all to
socio-political relations; they are of
a purely technical character ‘“not
bound up with the general conditions
of the country (so that) their appli-
cation does not depend upon circum-
stances which are indispensable to
strategy . .. ” (p. 15). This concep-
tion which breaks the organic bond
between strategy and tactics, denies
the very possibility of strategical
principles, and drains tactics of all
their living social content, is fathered
upon Trotsky without any serious jus-
tification, it seems to me,

This thesis Malaparte recommends

to the “Catilinarians” of both the
right and the left— to the Fas-
cists and to the Communists. And

this thesis he bolsters up with a mass
of the most amazing misinformation
I have ever encountered within the
covers of one book, misinformation so
audacious, so weird, so cleverly work-
ed in with a stray fact or two, that it
lcaves you breathless. Unblushingly
he tells us that in 1923 Radek pro-
poscd and Trotsky endorsed the plan
of “organizing in all the countrics of
Europc a special corps for the over-
throw of the state. His Radek’s)
point of vicw was that a thousand
men . . . could seize power in no
matter what country of Europe, in
France as in England, in Germany as
in Switzerland as in Spain” (p. 80).
As if this were not enough we lcarn
that l.enin opposed Radek’s scheme
becausc he (Lenin) insisted that: “If
we want to aid the Communists of
other countries seize power we must
work to crcate in Europe similar con-
ditions to thosc that existed in Rus-
sia in 1917” (p. 87)! In a nonchalant
manner, as if it were all sclf-cvident
fact, Malaparte tells us that the Oc-
tober “coup d’ctat” was carried thru
bv Trotsky and his “thousand (the
number “a thousand” scems to be a
fetish with Malaparte!) technicians”
not only without the Bolshevik Party
and the masses but against them! The
Stalin-Trotsky controversy we are
shown as an armed struggle for state
power culminating in the failure of a
“Trotskyist ‘coup d’ctat” on Novem-
ber 7, 1927! And so on! It positive-
ly takes your breath away!

The remarks on Dilsudski and Dri-
mo de Rivera arc hardly more than in-
teresting anccdotes; nor is there any-
thing especially original in the discus-
sion of the Kapp putsch. On the
other hand, the long chapter on Mus-
solini is not only gripping but is real-
ly enlightening in the insight it gives
into the carly history and ideology
of Italian Fascism. DBut the descrip-
Ition of the unfolding of the Fascist
Iscizure of power in Italy is a stand-
ing refutation of the thesis that the
‘coup d’ctat is a technical act independ-
ent of time, place and circumstance!

The book concludes with a biting
criticism, from the Italian Fascist
viewpoint, of the Hitler movement in
Germany. The legalistic development
of the Nazis is acutely analyzed but
the probing, of course, never penc-
trates the surface.

An English translation of this book
is said to be in preparation. Every
one who gives any scrious attention
to the problem of the insurrection
from the technical viewpoint (“Insur-
rection is an art!” Marx) should read
1t.
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bankruptcy of all the “new iurns’.
Each turn claimed that it was the
one to put the Party upon the real
road to leadership of the masses.
Earl Browder’s turn to “faith in the
masses”, Ralph Simon’s turn, which
he declared was the “decisive turn”,
the “turns” to the factories, to the
A. F. of L., and the turn to nursing
of personal contacts, that latest and
most idiotic of “turns”, all fail to
cffcet the ever-widening gap between
the Party and the masses of work-
ers. The Party Central Commitiee
mutters phrascs borrowed from the
“rencegades” about the isolation of
the Party and the nccessity for a
“struggle against sectarianism”. But
with a course towards “exploding” the
trade unions, the disruptive and dual
unionist line of the Party is not
weakened, but is really strengthened

What is nceded is a genuine turn to
a Leninist trade union policy. This
will come not thru the timid eriti-
cism of a single Heckert, who, when
forced to the wall, is made to say:
“Black is white”. The resistance
must be multiplied amongst scores ot
thousands of Party members and left
wing workers, who, by their rejec-
tion of \union-wrecking will put an
end to the present anti-Leninist poli-
cics, an end to metaphysics and “tru-
isms” in the R.LL.U.

/ BETWEEN

“Come Back In Three Months”___

Now we have a slump in slump re-
lief. The very organization of plan-

ned starvation is breaking down!
First came the “no help wanted”
signs; now, after three years of de-
pression, the “no help given” signs.
Not so long ago we were being prom-
ised our “jobs back in three months.”
Now we're told we may get our bread-
lines back in three months.

The bourgeois “thinkers” talk glib-
ly about planning production under
capitalism. The heartless, reeling sys-
tem isn’t even showing itself able
to plan jobless relief!

[ 2N 2N
A Diet To Die On

Bernarr Macfadden, sex, smut and
scandal salesman of the Macfadden
publications, Inc. is now running a
Diet Marathon in Grand Central Pal-
ace to demonstrate that: “Every hun-
gry person in the United States can
be well nourished indefinitely with al-
most no burden on the economic
structure or upon charity organiza-
tions of the nation. My own investi-
gations have demonstrated to me that
a family can live healthfully on a
bushel of wheat a month and noth-
ing else.”

And like the mule in the fable, just
when we had him used to living on
nothing, he went and died.

x k%

Coffee To Burn

6,244,897 Bags of Coffee Are De-
stroyed by Brazil”, reads a New York
Times headline.! “In an effort to
solve the coffee crisis, Brazil has un-
dertaken not only to buy and destroy
12,000,000 bags of coffece but between
300,000,000 and 400,000,000 coffee
trees.”

With millions thruout the world
unable to buy a decent cup of coi-
fee, the equivalent of billions of cups
of coffce already harvested is destroy-
ed and permancnt injury effected by
the dcstruction of the coffee trees
themselves.

Such is capitalism’s solution of the
crisis,

* Kk %
Lightening Expenses

_Champaign, Illinois has the right
idea in city economy. It is replac-
ing light bulbs in the city hall with
buibs of lesser wattage with an es-
timated saving in electrical bulbs of
$5 a month. New York should try
it. The bulbs on the Gay White Way
furnish light cnough for the Boy
Friend, Jimmic, and most of the City's
politicians don’t need any lights in
their offices at all—except maybe one
room for pinochle.
* ok x

Cuba Celebrates Its “Freedom”

Cuba celebrated the thirtieth anni-
versary of its “freedon” appropriate-
ly enough by the “precautionary™
jailing of 300 labor lcaders.

kX

Fear God and Raise the Rates

Noah W. Cooper of Nashville,
Tenn., spokesman of Southern Metho-
dism, petitioned the Interstate Com-
merce Commission to abolish Sunday
trains on the railroads. It will end
the railroad stock drop, says Noah
Cooper, because railroad ills are due
to non-observance of the Sabbath. In-
cidentally there should be a 156% in-
crease in freight rates,  “The Lord
belps those that help themselves.”

* e x
Leftism on the Cultural Front

The Education Worker, organ of
the T.U.U.L. among the tcachers, is
cducating the cducators in carnest:

“Do not try to make your stud-
cents  worshippers  of  classics,”

writes the May issue, * .o.oa
mediocre  contemporary  radical
writer may be of immeasurabiy

more intellectual value to a stu-

dent than onc of the giants of a

vanished age.”

Sure, what do we nced of Shakes-
peare so long as we have Magill?
What good is Swift, Voltaire, or Mo-
liere compared with Harrison George?
How can we mention Goethe in the
breath with Gomez or range Zola
with Zack or raisc Spinoza to the
level of Steuben or Stachel or J. Louis.
Engdahl?

“A mediocre contemporary radical
writer may be of immeasurably morc
intellectual value to a student than
onc of the giants of a vanished age.”

But of course, the student must
make sure he's mediocre!

* % %
Morgan And His Gardner
“J. P. Morgan, exhibiting tulips

grown on his cstate, won first honors
this afternoon at the annual tulip
show of the Nassau County Horticul-
tural  Socicty”—New York Times,
May 17.

J. . Morgan had no more to do
with the production of those tulips
than he had, we presume, with the
production of the gardner’s babics.
But as usual, he’s garnering first hon-
ors from things he did not produce.

* kX
The Stamp of Revolution

After one year of the Spanish Re-
public, during all of which tune the
“cconomical” republican leaders con-
tinued using the face of Alfonso on
their postage stamps with the words
“Republica Espanola” printed across
his face, they have finally used up the
supply of monarchist stamps and got-
ten out their own., The new stamp
bears the picture of Joaquin Costa
and the stirring revolutionary motto:
“Plant a Tree!” The slogan is wor-
thy of the accomplishments of the

Spanish “Socialist” revolution.

B.D. W.
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