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PRICE 5 CENTS

With the‘Age’
Builders

TO THE RESCUE

Two big items this week, which
materially helped in the emergency:
From Fort Wayne $40, and from the
Brooklyn unit $60! Good work! Sure-
ly examples worth following by all
Age Boosters!

We must confess, however, that
some of those fine pledges announced
in last week’s Age are still pledges...
And the printer refuses to print on
the basis of pledges. How about it,
comrades?

Who to the rescue, next?

The boosters and supporters can
find below some good examples to
follow!

* % 8
Fort Wayne Comes To The Rescue
of the AGE!

From Fort Wayne, like manna
from the skies, rained a check for
$40 just in time to settle an argu-
ment with the printer. With the
check came the welcome comment;

“We have now managed to get in
a position where we can contribute
to the hard-pressed Age. Taxes for
our unit here would amount to about
$9 a month. Enclosed find money
order for $40. Out of this take $2.40
for dues stamp and make the rest
taxes from Fort Wayne for the Sum-
mer assessment. The spirit in the
unit is good.

(Signed) HAL LONG”
I

Our readers will recognize in this
Age Booster one of our best contri-
butors in the editorial colunms, as
well. One of the unusual features
about the Workers Age is that its
writers and editors “pay for their
space” instead of being paid by the
aper. That’s one of the things that
eeps us alive and growing!

* ®»

‘Brooklyn has some live wires. The
fulfillment of their pledge of $110
proves it! Last week $50 was rushed
to the Age and this week came the
welcome contribution of $60 to help
tide the Age thru the summer months.
That’s the way to answer an S O S
calll

. .

We've heard rumors to the effect
that the $100 pledged by the Bronx-
Harlem unit is slowly making its
way to the Age office and may still
reach us in time to help get out the
next issue. Will someone from the
Bronx-Harlem unit verify that rumor
with hard cold cash, as quickly as pos-
sible? That’s the only language our
creditors undestand! And we must
get the Age out!

T

From Califprnia comes a letter
from a new recruit: “Dear Friends:
I am enclosing money for two bound
volumes. I appreciate your courtesy
part has been due tq lack of funds on
in sending them.. The delay on my
my part. Having laid hands on a lit-
tle money, I am going to subscribe to
your paper for a ycar and in that
way I will be sure of getting it. I
enclose $2.50 for my subscription . . .
The bound volumes I received were
pfp thru 1930 to 1931. Please tell me
if there are bound volumes for the
year 1981 and to the present or cop-
ies available for a like period and

the price . . ..

N. M., Los Angeles.

. %%
Philadelphia Helps in the Emergency

From Philadelphia this week comes

a check for $15.60, for a renewal, cir-
culation and on account of the Sum-
mer Assessment! Says Philadelphia:
e« “We are trying out best to ob-
tain fifty dollars. As soon as we
yvill su_cceed, we will send the money
immediately.” All we can say is that
we hope you succeed!

x X X

This is one time, we’re in favor of

some form of a speed-up system—
we're referring to the “expirations”
& number of units and comrades are
supposed to be looking after. How
about those renewals? Can’t we get
a little more speed? Send them in.
Wp don’t want these subscribers to
miss a single issue of the Age.
Ruild and Boost the Workers Age!

BIG ANTI-WAR MEET
IN NEW YORK

NEW YORK CITY.—Between 12,-
000 and 15,000 workers took part in
the anti-war demonstration on Aug-
ust 1 in this city, The meeting was
predominantly a protest against the
Hoover “war” against the bonus army
in Washington. I Amter, Communist
candidate for Governor, H. Shepard,
Communist candidate for Lieutenant-
Governor, and Walter Trumbull, of
the Workers Ex-Servicemen’s League,
were the speakers.

Nazis Make Gains: Communist Vote Rises
Socialists Lose in Reichstag Elections

The Results Of The July 31, 1932 Elections

Berlin, Germany.

Sweeping gains for the Nazis, in-
creases for the Communists and Cen-
ter party in varying degrees, were
the results of the momentous Reich-
stag elections on July 31. The So-
cial-democrats and the Nationalists
lost and the so-called “middle parties”
were practically wiped out. The
figures based upon 98% of the re-
turns, are (comparisons with the
September 14, 1930 Reichstag elec-
tions) : Nazis: 13,733,000 (229 depu-
ties)-—6,401,000 (107); Nationalists:
2,173,000 (37) — 2,458,000 — (41);
Communrtists 5,300,000 (89)—4,588,-
000 (76); Social-democrats: 7,900,
000 (133)—8,572,000 (143); the
Center party (which includes the
Bavarian People’s party): 5,800,

00Q (98) — 5,100,000 (87). The
total increased from about 33,600,000
valid votes in 1930 to about 37,000,
000 in 1932. The increases (or de-
creases) are : Nazis: 7,332,000 gain
(1109 ); Nationalists: 284,000 loss
(119); Communists: 702,000 gain
(15.3%) ; Social- democrats: 572,000
loss (6.6%); Center: 700,000 gain
(18.79%). The total vote increased
about 10%.

In view of the increased total votes
cast, a fair picture of the situation
is obtained by comparing the propor-
tion of total vote cast in 1932 and
1930: Nazis: 387.29, (19%); Na-
tionalists 5.99% (7.8%); Communists:

14.39% (13.2%); Social-democrats
213% (24%); Center: 15.7%
(15%).

(Continued on page 2)

A.F. L. APPROVES
JOB INSURANCE

Council Instructs Green
To Prepare Plan For
November Meet

Atlantic City, N. J.

Unable any longer to resist the
rapidly mounting tide of sentiment in
the trade union movement in favor of
some sort of governmental unemploy-
ment insurance, the executive council
of the American Federation of Labor,
in session here, completely reversed
itself and its traditional policy and
instructed William Green, President
of the A. F. of L., to formulate some
plan of compulsory Federal unemploy-
ment insurance and bring it in to the
next meeting of the executive council
in October to be presented for final

action to the Cincinnati convention of

the federation in November.

The sharp change of policy came
as a result of the flood of demands
of various trade union organizations
thruout the country, local unions, city
central bodies, international unions
and the like. How great the reversal
really is can be seen from the sharp
alitackgy on the proposal made by
William Green and Matthew Woll and
other conservative leaders at the last
October A. F. of L. convention in
Vancouver.

The plan of government unemploy-
ment insurance to be proposed, Mr.
Green said, would be based on Fed-
eral action rather than on that of the
States and would safeguard the inter-
ests of the trade unions.

The change of front of the A. F. of
L. leaders is a tribute to the persist-
ent struggle waged by the progres-
sive and left wing forces in the trade
union movement in the last few years
for Federal unemployment insurance
and is an indication of how strong the
feeling for it is in the ranks of the
A.F. of L. It is now necessary for
the masses in the unions to see that
the decision of the executive council
does not remain on paper, that an
adequate bill is drafted, that it is
adopted at the Cincinnati convention
and that all the forces of labor be
mobilized to push it thru Congress.

WASHINGTON—The Chilean Em-
bassy made public on July 29 a dis-
patch received from its government
announcing that the latter had re
pealed the law declaring all deposits
and credits in foreign money in banks
the property of the State.

Thus vanishes the last vestige of
the »adjcal gestures of the Davila
government in the days when it par-
aded as a “Socialist” regime. Its loy-
alty to Wall St. having been proved,
United States diplomatic recognition
will follow very shortly.

NEW YORK CITY.—That there is
little hope for the “people at the bot-
tom of the economic heap” from the
activities of the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation or from the other
go-called “relief” measures of the
Federal government, was the conclu-
sion of a report brought in on July
22 by the committee on unemploy-
ment of the Central Trades and La-
bor Council of Greater New York.

CLOAK COMPACT
HITS WORKERS

Lehman Settlement Includes
Standards Of Production
Scheme In Disguise

New York City
Under pressure of Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Herbert H. Lehman, with the
assistance of the leaders of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers,
aided by Morris Hillquit, as the union
attorney, a settlement has been -ef-
fected in the cloak trade which, in
spite of certain concessions for the
workers, saddles upon them a pro-
vision that will lead directly to the
vicious “standards of production”
system, already so notorious in the
men’s clothing industry where it has

brought such devastating results.

The settlement came as a result of
a long series of negotiations after
the conclusion of the old agreement
on June 1, 1932. These negotiations,
in their later stages, where superin-
tended personally by Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Lehman who was very anxious
to patch up a “peace” with a view to
the coming Presidential and State
elections. The crief demand of the
employers was the legalization of
piece-work; the union demanded the
maintenance of the week-work system
as well as the limitation of contrac-
tors. The final agreement as reached
in the conferences—the new agree-
ment is to run to June 1, 1933—the
retention of the week-work system
and the limitation of contractors not
to exceed twice the number actually
required by the jobbers to produce
their output, as well as a number of
other points. It also includes a flat
$5 wage-cut, or about 10%, and a
provision that  the union should par-
ticipate with the three employers as-
sociation in a so-called “trade coun-
cil” to “establish and maintain uni-
form production costs for all gar-
ments to be paid for by jobbers en-
gaging outside cotnractors.” It is
this latter provision that constitutes
the most objectionable and dangerous
part of the agreement, since it lays
the basis for the introduction of a
full-fledged “standards of produc-
tion” system—a new system which, as
the experience of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers shows, only binds
the union closer to the employers in
‘their task of exploiting the workers.

On Saturday, June 23, there was
held a meeting of the general strike
committee to consider the agreement.
David Dubinsky, the President of the
I.L.G.W.U., and 1. Nagler, general
manager of the Cloak Joint Buard,
reported on the agreement. There-
upon A. Gladstein, of the Cloakmak-
ers Progressive League, made the mo-
tion to reject the point in the agree-
ment about the “trade council”. The
chairman, Nagler, having ruled that
the agreement must be either accept-
ed or rejected as a whole, Gladstein
amended hig motion to include the re-
jection of the agreement as a whole.
1. Stenzor, also of the Cloakmakers
League, supported Gladstein’s motion.

Dubinsky, in his summary, attempt-
ed to deny that the agreement implied
a step towards “standards of produc-
tion” but without much success. The
agreement was finally adopted by the

BIG RAIL MERGER
S ENDORSED

Interstate Commerce Body
Endorses Consolidation
Plan Of Railroads

WASHINGTON. — The consolida-
tion of all Eastern railroads, except
those of New England, into four
great systems was approved oy the
Interstate Commerce Commission on
July 21 in a far-reachiny decision
handed down by the commussion. The
four systems to be created will be
known as the New York Central! (in-
cluding 75 roads), the Pennsylvania
(82 roads), Baltimore and Ohio (G€
roads) and Chesapeake and Ohio-
Nickel Plate (70 roads).

The decision of the I.C.C., which
follows substantially the lines of the
proposals of the big railroads in their
petitions for the modification of the
commission’s 1929 plan, is hardly
more than a recognition of a long
process of consolidation that has plac-
ed the control of the Eastern rail lines
in the hands of a small group of su-
per-financiers with almost unlimited
powers. Facing them are the railroad
workers, largely unorganized, and,
even where organized, grouped into
over a score of unions, divided and
weakened thru class-collaboration
policies. The railroad super-merger
should be a challenge to the railroad
workers to amalgamate their unions
into.one powerful railwaymen’s union
and to initiate a determined drive to
organize the unorganized.

STRIKE WAVE IN
N. GAROLINA

Spontaneous Strikes Break
Out; Bosses And Police
Start Attacks

HIGH POINT, N. C.— A spontan-
eous wave of strikes in textile and
hosiery mills, furnitutre factories and
laundries and many lesser establish-
ments, has broken out in North Caro-
lina and is spreading in all directions:
Over 150 mills are already tied up.

The movement started in a textile
mill near here in protest against a
threatened 25% cut of the already
miserable wages of the workers. The
workers walked out, marched to the
next mill, pulled it out and proceed-
ed in this way, gathering numbers in
their progress, from factory to fac-
tory, taking advantage of the aston-
ishment of the factory managements
and the authorities.

On July 21, the employers began a
counter drive. Arrests were initiated
on every side and the outstanding
leaders of the movement jailed. On
July 24 a large force of police was
mobilized here to crush the strike in
the Diamond hosiery mills. The move-
ment, however, is spreading rapidly.

From Jesse James to Al Capone

The Chicago World’s Fair will
show the progress of civilization for
the past fifty years. That'll take us
from the old-fashipned six-shooter
right up to the modern machine-gun.

general strike committee.

On Monday, July 25, 1932 came the
cloakmakers shop chairmen’s meeting
in Webster Hall. Dubinsky made the
same report as he had at the general
strike committee the Saturday before.
A number of questions were asked,
but insisted of opening a discus-

sion, Dubinsky called for a vote on

the adoption of the report, quite in
the old burocratic way. He later an-
nounced that the report was adopted
unanimously, with the exception of
one vote in opposition. But in fact,
the vote was railroaded thru without
any discussion being allowed and
against the strong opposition on
the part of Stenzer, Zeldin and Glad-
stein, members of the Cloakmakers
Progressive League.

Then Dubinsky made a very bitter
and viciows attack on the Progressive
League, calling it a “disruptive
group” in the union. He made this
attack because he knew the position
of .the League against the adoption of
the agreement, especially their oppo-
sition to the clause about the “trade
council.”

Army Fires on Veterans;

WALKER OUT FOR
§7 WAGE-CUT

Urges City Workers Yield
Month Pay; Fireman In
United Protest

NEW YORK CITY.—In a radio
address on July 22, Mayor James J.
Walker announced that the 147,000
municipal employees must accept a
“voluntary” wage-cut of 8% % or
else the city would face “embarrass-
ment, if not a defunct condition.”
This pay-cut he suggested should be
in the form of a deduction of one
month’s pay from their 1933 salaries

(Continued on page 2)

Gamps Are Burned;

Hoover Opens Drive on Radicals

Bonus Army Driven Out Of Federal Buildings And Camp

Anacostia By Gas Attack;
Vets Arrested; W. W. Waters

Communist And Radical
Out For Fascism

WASHINGTON, — After United
States troops had driven the veter-
ans out of Camp Anacostia and set
fire to it, the entire city police force
was mobilized to “mop up” the scat-
tered bonus army, including many
women and children, that is, to hunt
them out and drive them from the
city. To prevent them from return-
ing or any other groups from enter-
ing the capital, a ban was placed by
the District of Columbia Board of
Commissioners upon entry into the
District of “all organized bodies o1

THE WORKERS MUST

LEARN THE LESSON!

DOMINIONS FOR BAN ON SOVIET 600DS
FROM BRITAIN AT OTTAWA MEET

Gathering Reflects Cross-Currents And Antagonisms
Within Empire And Outside; Wheat, Coal And
Steel Are Big Issues At Conference

Ottawa, Ontario.

A demand by the representatives
of the Canadian, Australian and New
Zealand governments, speaking for
the capitalist classes of these domin-
ions, for the practical exclusion of
Soviet products from British markets
was one of the outstanding develop-
ments of Imperial Economic Confer-
ence in session here. This proposal,
made on July 28, had as its primary
object the barring by Great Britain
of Soviet wheat and lumber. The
general opinion of the conference is
that an embargo on wheat of at least
a year’s duration is very likely to go
thru. Canada already has a sweep-
ing policy of excluding Soviet exports
and Australia and New Zealand have
been moving in the same direction
recently. ow they demand that
Great Britail fall in line.

L R N

The numerous questions under con-
sideration at the Imperial Economic
Conference center around two main
points: tariffs and currency. The re-
presentatives of Great Britain, the
colonies and the dominions are now

engaged in a complicated process of
bargaining and counter-bargaining to
provide themselves with “sheltered”
markets in exchange for some equiva-
lent tariff benefits. But this strug-
gle takes on a world significance, far
eyond the limits of the British Em-
pire. The various European countries
but particularly the United States and
Argentina, are directly involved.
British and Canadian industrialists
have already laid before the confer-
ence a plan whereby in return for
British tariff concessions on Canadian
exports, Canada would buy from
Great Britain all or almost all of the
steel and coal it is obtaining -today
from the United States. It is under-
stood that the Bennett government is
not unfavorable to this plan if only
the loss of revenue involved could be
made up. Both South Africa and
Australia have demanded the diver-
sion of the chilled beef purchases
of Great Britain from Argentina to
the two dominions. In return they
have declared themselves ready to en-
large their British markets. Aus-

(Continued on Page 2)

WILL B

ERBER

SPEAKS FRI., Aug. 5 at 8p. m. - 228 2nd Ave.
“STORY OF GERMAN mscusm'p ¢

groups of persons, unless it be estab~
lished that such bodies or groups of
persons have a lawful purpose in en-
tering the District » The authori-
ties of the surrounding States met the
hungry and shelterless ex-servicemen
with orders to “move on”, }!arrymg
them as if they were wild animals ox
criminals. Only Eddie McCloskey,
ex-prize fighter Mayor of Johnstown
Pa., offered the desperate veterans
a refuge and even here the “substan-
tial” and “respectable” citizens of the
town have threatened to appeal to
the Governor to drive the former sol
diers out.

At the same time, under direct or-
ders of the President, a special drive
was begun against the radical wing
of the ex-servicemen, particularly the
Communists. Nearly fifty have al-
ready been arrested, including James
W. Ford, Communist Vice-Presiden-
tial candidate. The International La-
bor Defense and the American Civi)
Liberties Union immediately made
public their intention of defending
the ex-soldiers under arrest. The
Communist Party issued a statement
declaring its solidarity with the bonua
marchers, protesting against Hoov-
er’s brutal attack on the ex-service-
men and announcing preparations for
another and larger bonus march in
December when Congress meets.

W. W. Waters, self-appointed
“commander-in-chief” of the bonus
army, who was somehow “absent”
when the United States soldiers at-
tacked and fired the Anacostia en-
campments, reappeared immediately
afterwards broadcasting a plan for an
American Fascist “khaki-shirt move-
ment,” with himself already cast for
the role of a native Hitler. He an-
nounced that he had bought a tract of
land in Maryland to which he would
admit only those veterans “who are
willing to abide by semi-military dis-
cipline and are decent, law-abiding
citizens,” that is, those who are ready
to subject themselves to the dictation
of this would-be Mussolini and his
conservative boot-licking tactics.

L 2N N

Washington, D. C.

Amidst scenes recalling the bloody
days of the World War, 800 District
of Columbia policemen and 1,500 sol-
diers, under direction of General
Miles, viciously attacked the encamp-
ed bonus marchers here, drove them
from the half-demolished buildings
on Pennsylvania Avenue, advanced to-
wards Camp Anacostia, launched a
gas attack and, with machine gun and
bayonets, drove the veterans from
their encampments, which were im-
mediately demolished by burning.
The ex-servicemen, astonished, crush-
ed by the men in the uniform they
had worn only a few years be-
fore, scattered thruout the city and
environs, starving and without shel-
ter. With them were thousands of
women and children. Two men were
killed and scores wounded, many ser-
tously, in this terrible day of July 28.

This murderous attack on the
World War veterans, whose only crime
was the demand for the payment of
their bonus at a time when they were
in desperate need, was initiated at the
direct instructions of President Hoov-
er. The order for the evacuation of
the Federal buildings and of the en-
campments had been issued a week
before by the District of Columbia
Board of Commissioners and by Su-
perintendent of Police General Glass-
ford but was later withdrawn because
of the announced determination of the
veterans to resist eviction. On July
28, however, the Treasury officials
repeated their insistence and the full
police force was mobilized. By this
time, the encamped veterans were in
open rebellion against the misleadexr-

ip of the self-appointed “command-
er-in-chief”, W. W. Waters, who had
urged them to surrender abjectly.
However, upon demand of police, the
veterans agreed to leave the govern-
ment buildings; this they did, pro-
ceeding to Camp Anacostia. The au-
thorities, however, were not yet sat-
isfied. The District of Columbia
Board of Commissioners informed the
President that they could “no longer
preserve law and order in the dis-
trict.” Thereupon, Hoover ordered
out the troops. Detachments of in-
fantry, cavalry, machine-gun and
tank crews were rushed against the
ex-soldiers. The shacks and tents left
behind on the government land near
the Capitol were set afire and an ad-
vance ordered to Camp Marks on the

(Continued on Page 2)




WORKERS Auk

The Sectarian Course In Action!

THE PARTY AND THE BAKERS STRIKE

A Letter From Philadelphia

: Philadelphia, Pa.
. In early May, the Bakers Union
in Philadelphia declared a strike
gainst the wage-cutting cqmpa;in
the bosses. In this connection, the
Mothers’ Educational League, con-
sting of members and former mem-
rgrs of the Socialist party, a few left
wingers, a member of the Communist
Party (Majority Group) and some
workers who have no particular poli-
tical affiliation, discussed the issues in
the strike and decided td participate
and-: actively support the bakers in
their fight. he Women's Council
under Communist Party leadership)
oided not to participate because the
leaders of this strike had failed .to
support the movement for “cheaper
bread” which was initiated by these
councils some year and a half ago.

The pressure brought to bear upon
the Women's Council by the Mothers
Educational League when it proceed-
ed to mobilize workers on behalf of
the strike thru the organization of
mass meetings and picket duty, forc-
ed the Party to change its previous
decision. Thru_the initigtive of the
Mothers Educational League, a joint
committee of the Bakers Union, Wo-
men’s Council and the Mothers Edu-
cational League was organized.

At the first meeting which took
place, we came face to face with the
Party’s so-called “united front” tac-
tics. It was expected that this meet-
ing would lay the basis for coordinat-
ed activity on the part of the organi-
zations involved in order to arouse the
interest and support of all workers
behind this strike. Prior to this com-
mittee meeting a delegation repre-
senting the Mothers Education
League and the Women's Council
had appeared before the Bakers Union
expressing themselves against arbi-
tration. At the joint committee meet-
ing the question of arbitration was
again raised for discussion. The opin-
ion of the committee was divided on
this issue. There were members of
the Mothers Educational League as
well as members of the Women's
Council expressing their opposition
to arbitration as a qmeans of winning
the strike in the interests of the
workers. This, however, was not suf-
ficient as far as the Party was con-
cerned. Instead of sticking to issues
and acting in a conservative fashion,
they opened a mud-slinging campaign
involving everything from the Second

DOMINIONS CALL
FOR U.S.S.R. BAN

(Continued from Page 1)
tralia has proposed a plan that would
divert to it present British purchases
in Denmark. These plans have not
yet been acted upon.

Three years ago, at the last imper-
jal Conference, similar market pro-
posals failed because Great Britain
was then a free trade country and
could not make any extensive tariff
arrangements of the character de-
scribed above. Now Great Britain
has gone protection but all the do-
minions are high tariff countries and
would be very loath to reduce their
protective walls for British manufac-
tures in return for British purchases
of raw materials from them.

The currency questions on the agen-
da primarly concern the problem of
accomodating the currencies of the do-
minions and colonies to the British
pound off the go.ld.standard.

L]

The Ottawa conference mirrors all
of the difficulties of the British Em-
pire, all the conflicting interests with-
in and without, as accentuated by
the world economic crisis. The re-
gistance of the rising capitalist class-
es of the colonies to the crippling of
the economic life of their countries in
British imperial interests, the sharp-
ened rivalries of the growing capital-
ist economies of the dominions with
the economy of the mother country,
the struggle between United States
and British influence in these domin-
ions, the centrifugal forces making
for the disintegration of the Empire,
all emerge very manifestly in the pro-

Is and counter-proposals already
fore the conference. The outcome
of the negotiations is not yet clear
but it is probable that the sharp con-
flict of interests, as well as the pres-
sure of such “outside” countries as
the U. S. A, will prevent any very
marked achievements. An economic
block against the Soviet Union, how-
ever, is not unlikely to emerge from
the conference.

WALKER DEMANDS BIG
CITY WAGE-CUT

(Continued from Page 1)
and would amount to $26,000,000.
Unless this was done, the Mayor said,
the city finances would be such that
the State would act and force a wage-
cut thru. .

A sharp protest against the threat-
ened ‘wage-cut has already become
évident among the city employees.
The Uniformed Firemen’s Associa-
tion voted by a large majority to re-
ject the slash. On the other hand,
the Merchants Association, an organi-
zation of city business men, has rais-
edtt;. demand for an even bigger wage-
cu

LR N

 NEW YORK CITY.—A flat rejec-
tion of Mayor Walker’s expected plan
of a “voluntary” wage-cut for muni-
cipal employees was contained in an
torial in The Chief, the civil ser-
vice employees newspaper, of July 21.
The editor of The Chief is Deputy

International down to all whom they
class as “social-fascists”. The leader
in this vicious attack was a Patty eie-
presentative who was neither a dele-
gate nor a member of any of the

elegated bodies. He summed up the
Pirty’s line in a resolutioh which pro-
posed the transferring of all authori-
ty from this joint committee into the
hands of the cit %ommittee of the
Womens Councill The resolution giso
had a section against arbitration, cen-

ers, among whom some also were op-
posed to arbitration,

These tactics employed by the Par-
ty could lead only to the disruption
of the conference. The method of at-
tack and criticism and the atmosphere
created at this conference by the large
number of Party and League members
who came into the hall and created as
much disturbance as they possibly
could, finally led to the disruption of
the conference and the purpose for
which it was called.

This is the so-called “united front”
tactics as the Party sees it. Tactics
which destroy instead of build—
tactics which isolate the Communists
from the bulk of the workers whom
they might lead and influence had
their line been such. E

tering attack against the union lead--

-

s -

The Pre-Conference

'Biscussi‘on | [I

Our Attitude to Centrism and Our Tasks

Our group has as its task the tak-
ing of the leadership in the tht
against both right wingism (Sacial-
democracy and centrism) and against
altra-left sectarianism. In this dual
struggle we must carefully keep our
Communist integrity while not capi-
tulating in any way td ultra-left sec-
tarianism. ’

Because of the fact that the ultra-
left course in the Party was begun
by our group and because there was
a centrist split in our group (Miller-
Levitéh) just as we were emeérging
from this ultra-left course, we have,
on the whole, bent the stick too much
in the direction of the ultra-left. This
is especially noticeable A connection
with our attitude towards centrism,
both on a national scale, the C.P.L.A.
and the S. P. “Militants”, and on an
international scale. This attitude is
best summed up in Point 11 of our
gntemational Resolution, as follows:
“From this light it must also be recog-
nized that there are serious dangers
of centrism in the proposal to stim-
ulate a general more of less perma-
nent block of parties and tendencies
standing outéide of both internation-
als” (emphasis mine—(E. 5.).

It is my opinion that one of the
best guarantees of Communist unity
would be the formation of definite

hy E. Smith

Communist groups é:r parties) result-
ing from. splits in the Social-démacra-
cy—which group would refuse to af-
filiate to the Camintern until there is
a change of r.e,s{me.- ‘Such an analy-
sis is not an idle dream, Any real-
istic view of the international labor
movement wauld show that this is a
perfectly possible and probable devel-
opment. We must recognize that as
Comrade Yablop: say§: “The blame
for the failure of the disillusioned So-
cial-democratic workers not going
to Communism must be laid at the
door of the official Communist Par-
ty.” ' Accepfing this analysis as cor-
rect we then have the task of doing
that which the Party (and the Com-
intern) cannet do, win these workers
for Communism. This can best be
done by “a compromise, as, on the
one hand, would facilitate and gc-
celerate the necessary complete fu-
sion with this left wing and, on the
other, would in no way tie the hands
of the Communists {n their ideo-politi-
cal struggle against the opportun-
ist right wing of the Independents”
Lenin, “Left-Wing Communism”).
his means, of course, that we must
form united fronts with centrism, in
order to win the masses away from

the temporizing leaders (Seydewitz,
Muste, Maxtopn, etc.). © This can, in
my opinion, hest be carried out by
united fronts thru the Internitional
Buro of the Communist: Qpposition
and the newly formed centrist In-
ternational. These wunited - fronts
‘would not only cause greater fratern-
ization between the membership of
the Communist Opposition and the
membership of the centrist groups in
those countries where we have Oppo-
gitions but would give us an entering
wedge in those countries where no
Oppositions exist (Great Britaiy,
Holland, etc.)

We will neither lose nor “compro-
mise” our Communist integrity in
such a. block .but will, on the contrary
draw large masses of centrist work-
ers closer to Communism.

It is my opinion that the confer-
ence of the integnational Commun-
ist Opposition should work out a def-
inite program for an intérnational
block with centrism. It is my fur-
ther opinion that the national con-
ference of our group will have to
work out a similar program on a na-
tional scale. Only by these methods
can the leftward movement in the So-
cial-démocracy run its full course.
Only thus can we break down the
dam of centrism.

T
WORKING|
YOUTH

WAS

EXPELLED FROM Y.P.S.L.

by Morris Gold

. We publish below the statement of
Morris Gold who was expelled on
July 16 from the Young People’s So-
cialiet League of New York for being
a “Lovestoneite.” Comrade Gold was
educational director of his circle (Cir-
cle 8, Manhattan), and, shertly be-
fore his expulsion, had been elected
delegate from his circle to t_he nation-
al_convention of the Y.P.S.L—Editor

.« ¢ @
July 19, 1932
To Circle 8, Manhattan, Y.P.S.L.
Dear Comrades:—

You will be sent a statement on
the case of my expulsion from the
Y.P.S.L. It will contain a deliberate
attempt to confuse and. hide the real

problems involved in this affair. And

THE ELECTIONS IN GERMANY

(Continued from Page 1)

The gains of the Communists came
largely from Social-democratic loss-
es. The gains of the National Social-
ist party came predominantly from
the new voters, especially the youth,
and from the bankrupt bourgeois
“middle parties.” It should be no-
ticed that the labor front, the Com-
munist and Social-democratic votes
combined, for the first time fell be-
hind the total of the Nazis alone, not
to speak of the Nazis, Nationalists
and other extreme right wing ele-
ments combined. The proportion of
the labor vote of total was in 1930,
27.2%, and in 1932, 25.6%.

The Communist gains are due
largely to beginnings of the applica-
tion of the united front tactic against
Fascism.

It is clear that the July 1932 elec-
tions continue the trend initiated in
September 1930 and maintained ever
since; huge gains for the Nazis, gains

Social-democrats, stagnation or slight
gain for the Center party, catastroph-.
ical losses for the middle parties.

The retrogression of the labor
front, in spite of Communist gains,
was unquestionably due to the failure
of the Communists and Social-demo
crats to establish a united front
against the menace of fascism. Had
such a united front existed, nct only
would the working class vote have
been consolidated, but unquestionably
tens if not hundreds of thousands of
vacillating voters, backward workers
or lower middle class elements, would
have been swung away from Fascism.

x X x

The results of the elections indicate
a difficult situation for the Reichstag
when it meets in a few weeks. Only
an extreme coalition, including the
Nazis, the Nationalists, the Center
party (or at least its right wing),
and the minor reactionary parties,
under the hegemony of the Nazis.
Such a coalition with the Hitlerites
playing second fiddle may be regard-
ed as out of the question. If this
right coalition is not effected, stale-
mate remains (as in Prussia today)
with the prospects of new elections or
a completely anti-parliamentary dic-
tatorship. Until the Reichstag ‘meets,
the von Papen clique will maintain
control and will certainly utilize its
power to advance its

against the working class on all
fronts.

* Xk %

The July 31 elections took place
after nearly two weeks of virtual dic-
tatorship in Prussia, the largest part

Mayor Walker in the last few months
over budgetary questions.

The editorial in The Chief points
out that the chief beneficiaries of the
proposed wage-cut of civil service em-
ployees would be the big corpora-
tions, gspeciallg{ the utility companies,
operating in Manhattan, the New
York Central, the New York Tele-
phone Company, the New York Edi-

m Company, the Pennsylvania Rail-
road, and the Consolidated Gas Com-
pany in particular.

Two New Pamphlets!

THE AMERICAN LABOR
MOVEMENT

by Jay Lovestone
10c—Bundle Orders 8c

SOME PLAIN WORDS ON
COMMUNIST UNITY

Gitlow

byBenjamin
5c—Bundle Orders 4c

RushInYourOrders

WORKERS AGE PUB. ASS’N.
228 Second Avenue
New York City

‘Controller Frank Prial, who has been
in almost continuous controversy with

for the Communists, big losses for.

campaign.

of the Reich. On July 20 the von
Papen Cabinet ousted the Socialist-
Center coalition government of Prus-
sia, removed the officials, in many
cases by force, and sent in a Reichs-
Commissioner. For nearly a week also
martial law was declared in Berlin
and the Brandenburg Province. An
appeal to the Reich Supreme Coutt
resulted in a confirmation of the
coup of the Junker-militarist regime.

ARMY OPENS FIRE
ON BONUS VETS

Encampments Are Burned;
Men Driven Out; New
March Is Coming

(Continued from Page 1)
Anacostia River. A gas attack, fol-
lowed by hand-to-hand fighting, clear-
ed the camp, which was also burned.
Thereupon, the troops withdrew, five
hundred of them being detailed to po-
lice the city.

In an attempt to justify these pro-
ceedings against men who only a short
time ago had been sent out by the
Federal government to the field of
battle, President Hoover issued a in-
solent, lying stattment, branding the
bonus marchers as frauds and crimi-
nals, asserting that “a considerable
part . . . are not veterans, many are
. . . persons with criminal records.”
He also tried to raise the “Red” issue
by declaring that there were many
Communists among the veterans who,
apparently, were to be blamed for
the murderous violence of the gov-
ernment!

The veterans are now scattered
thruout Washington. Gegeral Glass-
ford, Sugerintendent of Police, has
made public a statement to the ef-
fect that “the problem was not solv-
ed” by the destruction of the bonus
encampments, that the police still had
the job of ‘“handling” the cattered
veterans, that is, of rounding them
;1;) and driving them out of Washing-

n.

The brutal attack of United States
soldiers, under orders of President
Hoover,"upon men who had been ask-
ed to give their lives only a few years
before, has aroused bitter reseutment
thruout the country. The Commu-
nist and Socialist parties, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, the Inter-
national Labor Defense, dozens of
trade unions and scores of community
organizations, have made public their
protest. A number of “progressive”
Senatqrs and Congressmen, led by I a-
Guardia, have sharply scored the Ad-
ministration. In the United States
the newspapers have, on the whole,
upheld the action of the President
but in foreign countries, especially
Great Britain, France, Germany and
Mexico, the press has been extremely
critical.

(Now turn and read the editorial
‘on page 4).
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To go by train: Take Susquehana
CAMPGAW Station;

Our Wonderful
Civilization

The extracts below from a news item
in the New York Sun of July 22 lay
bare, in startling fashion, the real
visage of the much-advertised “Am-

erica, the Golden.”—Editor.
* % =

Suicide In Desbpair

Edward Dallig, 52 year old, a me-
chanic out of work for nearly two and
a half years, set fire to his furnished
rqom at 353 Fifty-second street,
Brooklyn, early today and then shot
himself. ’

The police said Dallig had been re-
ceiving $5 .a week from a municipal
relief agency., Last week he was in-
formed that the payment could not be
continued.

* % %
Tries To Die In Bay

Géorge Spooner, 42 years old, whio
was jpulled -out of the bay last night
after he had jumped from the upper
deck of the Staten Island ferryboat
Tompkinsville, in an effort to com-
mit suicide, was recovering today at
Broad Street Fgospital. ‘

Fred Mortah of 934 Ogden avenye,
the Bronx, a passenger, saw Spooner
jump. He slid down a ladder and
held on to Spooner until both were
lifted to safety. On the deck was
found a note written by Spaoner to
his sister, Mirs. David Spooner of
Somerville, Mass., telling of his in-
ability to find work. Spooner is a
seaman and has been living recently

at 25 South Street.
® » L ]

Woman Ends Life

Mrs. Lily Modighi, 33, of 154 4th
Avenue, Bdooklyn, committed suicide
last night by inhaling gas in the kitch-
en of her home, according to the
police. Her body was found by her
husband, who is unemployed.

Miss Rose Pfitzinger, 35, of 47 Sev-
enth Street, eehawken, N. J., was
killed last night in a fall from the
roof of a six-story apartment house
at that address.

A note written in German and ad-
dressed ,to the dead girl's sister re-
vealed she had been despondent -for
some time because of her inability to
find a job.

PHILADELPHIA

ROUND g 1D

HOURLY
EXPREs  One Way
SERVICE $2.00
Baltimore $4.08Pittsburgh  $ 8.00
Washiagton  4.75 Detroit 13.50
Richmond 7.50 Chicago 17.00
Albany & Troy, round-trip 5.00

one way $4.00

NEVINS BUS DEPOT

111 West 31 Street
CHickering 4-1600.

CAMP SOLIDARITY

A REST PLACE FOR WORKERS 5

..

:: PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE

:: BATHING AND ROWING IN LARGE LAKE ::
ENTERTAINMENTS

LECTURES

$13 a week; $2.50 for the first day, $2 a day thereafter.
Information: 228 2nd Avenue; Gramercy 5-1660 or Ramsey, N. J. 1086

R. R. from Chambers St ferry to
Fare $1.05 round trip.

Call the camp for a car
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THE FURRIERS UNION AND MR. SCHORR

(Conoluded from last isswe)

It is therefore clear that nothing
can and is to be expected of Mr.
Schorr. It is equally clear that the
disease in the fur trade will not be
cured with phrases, loud speeches,
promises—nor with terror. No man,
let him be the most influential per-
son, unless he is directly connected
with the shop, can solve the p-ob-
lems of the fur workers. The fact
that two unions exist and lead to com-
petitipn and fights betwecn the.unions,
is to a large extent responsible far
the robbing of conditions from the
workers. The two union systems
cameé as a result of the inner strife
on fundamental questions to how
a union is to be led. This inner fight
is primarily responsible for the dis-
ruption of the Union. To make an
end to this system, to stop the fight
between the unions, does not require
the interference of outside farces.

The fact that the fur workers were

.never consulted on whether or not an

outsider should be brought in and
who he should be, is sufficient proot
that the Joint Council does not intend
to change policies, that the union will
continue to go in the footsteps of Mr.
Kaufman and Company, that the
check-off system will not be changed.

These are good redasons for our
League not participating in the work
of an organization that works against
our proeram and against the interests
of the workers. We declare that we
stand firm on the proposals made by
us several weeks ago. Our viewpoint
for one union in the trade is un-
changed.

The furriers will have to realize
that the strength in building the union
lies with the unification and working
together of all progressive elements.
In a united union thdre will be no
place for dictators and false messiahs.
It becomes the duty of all progres-
sive elements in the union to aid, as-
sist and strengthen our movement
against autocracy, against terror,
against new splits.

The movement for one union in the
trade will remain the main task and
should therefore be strengthened. The
fur workers must not have any illu-
sions of any miracles that will solve
their problems.

Each and every furrier, who is tired
of the suffering, must come to the
conclusion that in order to bring
about betterment and solution of their
prablems, a stop will have to be made
first.to the fratricidal struggle, Every
fur worker must become an organic
part of such a movement. The lead-
ers of both unions so far have failed

to bring about real unity. The only
one who will continue the struggle in
this direction is the Furriers Progres-
sive League. We, therefore, call
upon all fur workers to unite forces
with us in a common struggle against
those who are in the way of bringing
unity in the ranks of the fur workers,
to oust the burocrats and give over the
union to the rank and file. Only then
will we become a power, a real weap-
on against the bosses, to regain the
right to organize, mobilize and fight
and save the lives, the very existence
of our families.

FALL TERM IN NEW
WORKERS SCHOOL

Communiét Theory, History
And Etonomics Are
In New Schedule

The New Workers School, which
was successful in all four terms it ar-
ranged during last year, and in addi-
tion is now conducting 4 series of
summer lectures, has just released its
tentative schedule for the coming I7all
Term, opening in September, 1932.
The courses and the instructors ten-
tatively listed follow:

‘Current Events—Ja/ Lovestoue.
Marxian Economic—Bert Wolfe.

Fundamentals of Communism—D.
Benjamin.

History of the Revolutionary Move-
ment in the United States—Will Her-
berg.

Communist Strategy and Tactics—
Alex Bail. ]

Basic Conceptions of Marxism—-B.
Herman.

History of the Russian Revolution
—Herbert Zam.

In addition to the above courses,
there will be a regular Forum ‘on
Sundav evenings. ‘

Prominent individuals in the radical
movement, including V. F. Calverton,
will also present short courses on
various important questions.

Workers who are interested in the
above courses, who wish to make pro-
posals or suggestions, or who wish to

receive copies of the printed schedule,

are asked to communicate with the
New Workers School, 228 Second
Avenue, New York City.

“
Special Lecture Series
NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

228 SECOND AVENUE, Corner 14th Street—Tel. GRamercy 5-1660.

FASCISM AND THE WORKING CLASS
Lecturer: WILL HERBERG

AUGUST 5—German Fascism on the Threshold of Power

THE SPANISH

REVOLUTION

Lecturer BERTRAM D. WOLFE
AUGUST 12—The Character and Tasks of the Spanish

Revolution.

AUGUST 19—The Labor and Communist Movements in

Spain.

FEE for ENTIRE SERIES $1.00 — SINGLE ADMISSION 25c¢

REGISTER NOW AT 228—Second Avenue.

-
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so I am writing this letter in order
t}m the real issues might be made
clear.

You will be given a list of startling
revelations about many of my perso-
nal affairs which have no bearing on
the case. It is a definite plan on the

art of our “Militant” friends to beat
own all expression of opinion under

(a “Red” scare.

The formal charge against me is
that I am a “Lovestoneite” and that

have maintained my ynembership in
the Y.P.S.L. for destructive purposes.
1 will deal later with the first part
of this charge.

The accusation that I'have tried to
destroy the organization will be ex-
tremely hard to swallow for those of
you who have worked together with
me in our circle. My main activity,
as brought out at the trial, was to
bring into the circle discpssions of
working class problems. I have done
this as educational director. I be-
lieve that the best thing that could
happen-in the Y.F.S.L. is a develop-
ment of militancy which would neces-
sarily go beyond the limits set by
those pseudo-“Militants” who prefer
to talk with left-sounding phrases
but at the same time keep a sharp
eye open for any expression of real
raiditancy.

.. 1 am accused of being a “Lovestone-
ite.” That charge is true. But how
does it happen that an attack was
started against me? Was it because
of any destructive work on my part?
The fact that I was twice elected
delegate to national convention from
our circle and received a vote of con-
fidlence even after the charge was'
made about my ineligibility, is elo-
quent testimony to the fact that my
work was not of any destructive
character but was, on the contrary,
entirely constructive in the interests
of labor. In electing me as a dele-
gate, the circle signified its recogni-
tion that my point of view was not °
harmful to the working class. In
electing me personally the circle dem-
onstrated its approval of my past
activities. No amount of slanderous
charges and personal abmse can
change that. '

What then is the reason for the
“detective work” of Comrade Cohen
and .tho. sudden “exposure”? The
ahswer is very simple. The ¢onven-
tion is coming on. The Y.P.S.L.
“Militants,” Cohen, Altman and the
others, are faced with the task of do-
ing penante for all their past “fol- /
lies.” These “follies” were the.ex-
pression of opposition to the time-
worn reformist policies of the S.P.

aving seen that this course would
find its logical conclusion in an open
break with the Socialist leaders and
the Socialist party, they have chosen
the path of least resistance, the path
of self-deceit, the path of support of
the very people and policies against
which the development of the class
strgggle forced them to rebel. By
their own confessions they have ad-
mitted that it is the prospect of see-
ing a convention take place with an
expression of real militancy that put
them on the war-path and led to my
expulsion. .. -

It is only in this light that we can
understand why I became the object
of all these “secret investigations.”
It is because of my activity as edu-
cational direction, to which the circle
has given repeated approval, it is be-
cause of my afticle on Germany in
the Young Socialist, in which I say
what our “Militant” friends no longer
dare say, it is because of my article
on confiscation, which they refused to

rint even before I was accused of

ing a “Lovestoneite”—in short, it is
because I have been a consistent mili-
tant at the time when they thought it
expedient to retreat, that I have be-
come the object of their heresy-hunt-
ing campaign. I don’t deny being a
“Lovestoneite.” But they have gﬁi&
covered” it only because they are de-
termined to stamp out all dissenting
opinions.

_I want to be as objective as pos-
sible. It is not a question. of myselt
personally. But this case will be a
signal for a new campaign of exter-
mination of all militant viewpoints.

This will happen unless the com-
rades resist these activities of Alt-
man and Cohen and others by discus-
sing all disputed questions and ex-
pressing their own opinions at all
times.

Let me close with this: I am not
sorry I joined the Y.P.S.L. I learned
much thru being a member and 1
think I contributed something in
bringing certain important issues for-
ward for discussion and in helping to
spread the spirit of militancy among
the members of the Y.P.S.L.

I am a member of the Communist
Party (Majority Group). I agree
with its principles and tactics and 1
intend to' be active in carrying out its
I believe that its policies
present the only road to the unifica-
tion, strengthening and class-conscious
awakening of the working class of
this country. I hope and fam confi-
dent that in the near future many of
you will become convinced, thru your
own experience, of the correctness of
this position. '

Comradely

{eurs.

MORRIS GOLD



WORKERS AGE

Against Reformism and Sectarianism!

Nazi Menace and United Front

Berlin, Germany.

In spite of reformist demagogy and
-altra-left confusion in the leaderships
of the Social-democratic and Commu-
nist parties, the cases are piling up
in which Social-democratic and Com-
munist workers join in common re-
sistance to the capitalist offensive and
to Fascism. These joint actions are
based partly, on local agreements and
sartly on spontaneous cooperation at

emonstrations and meetings without
appeal of any organizations or even
against the orders of swch organiza-
tions. Of such latter character were
the mighty demonstrations in Berlin
in the last few days. .

In the powerful anti-Fascist dem-
omnstration in the Lustgarten on July
3 numerous Social-democratic and
Reichsbanner workers joined the
Communist ranks and even more nu-
merous were the Communist workers
who participated in the larger demon-
stration of the “iron front” (the So-
cial-democratic anti-Fascist move-
ment.—Editor) two days later. The
drive to common struggle is so fun-
damental that it is beginning to be
realized in spite of all sabotage from
above. But of course such sponta-
neous action lacks organization and
strength and, even where local agree-
ments do exist, they lack the concen-
trated force and authority that would
characterize action based on agree-
ment of the leaderships of all labor
organizations. In the way of such a
consummation the leaders of the So-
cial-democratic and Communist par-
ties both are still glaging obstacles.

*®

The Demagogy Of The S. P. G.

eaders

A circular of the district committee
»f the S.P.G., Berlin-Brandenburg
listrict, demands, as a prerequisite
for: the proletarian union front, the
feclaration of “civil peace between
’he S.P.G. and the C.P.G.,” that is,
‘that all mutual attacks are to be
juspended until July 31.” “Speeches,
such as those of Deputy Koenen, full
»f attacks upon the S.P.G., must not
se repeated by any Cominunist speak-
srg during the Reichstag election cam-
»aign.” In the same circular in
vhich the cessation of all attacks
ipon the S.P.G. is required, the Com-
nunist Party is attacked for its “dir-
;y Party affairs.”

The Social-democratic leaders are
juite ready to demand a suspension
»f Communist attacks upon the C.P.
3. but they would not dream of call-
ng upon their police chiefs and offi-
sials to “suspend” attacks upen the
workers during the election cam-
aign; nay more, they would not even
think of calling upon their own depu-
jes in the Prussian Diet to raise
‘heir voices and vote against the sup-
ression of the Social-democratic cen-
ral organ, Vorwaerts. They would
»arter away everything for a mess
if parliamentary pottage! How can
;he Social-democratic demagogues
jpeak of “suspending attacks” (by
which they mean palitical criticism)
when they know very well that there
wra profound differences of principle
yetween the two parties and that an
igreement or a united front con-
Juded for a specific purpose, on a
ipecific program, cannot exclude these
liferences. It is mere hypocrisy for
he S.P.G. leaders to pretend to de-
ire a “suspension of attacks” which
hey would be the first to violate, di-
ectly and indirectly!

The decisive faect is that the party
nterests of the Social-democratic
eaders stand in contradiction to the
lass interests of the proletariat. The
arty interests of the S.P.G. leaders
re, on, the contrary, in accordance
vith the support and the strengthen-
ng of the bourgeois State. These
State interests” weigh so heavily
ipon the Social-democratic leaders
hat they are even ready to flirt even
vith the idea of cooperation with the
fascists. Thus in his Nienburg
ipeech of July 3, Severing declared:

“If National-Socialism shows
thru deeds that it is capable of
fruitful work, it will not be denied
recognition by the S.P.G. Over
13,000,000 voters cannot be ignor-
ed nor can their cooperation in the

State be rejected.”

In the same speech Severing blessed
‘he Papen-Schleicher regime, describ-
ing them as “good patriots, animated
with a faith in the success of their
work.” Is it expected that criticism
of such manifestations is to be “sus-
pended” as a condition for common
action between the Social-democrats
and Communists against Fascism?

® x %

The Confusion Of The €. P. G.
Leadership
The demagogic attempts of the S.
P.G. leaders to appear as real eham-
pions of the united front are greatly
facilitated thru the conduct of the
leadership of the C.P.G. which, in
apite of all the defeats to which the
Party has been subjected in recent
years, refuses to break with the ultra-
Jeft course. The latest evidence of
this is the long, 32-page article ,of
Thaelmann’s in the July number of
the Internationale. Here he strives
to formulate the strategy and tactics
of the C.P.G. in the struggle against
Fasoism. And what does he say? He
addresses himself to the question of
why it is that in spite of the objec-
tively favorable situation; the forces
of the counter-revolution are growing
faster than those of the revolution.
And he answers quite correctly:

“Because the proletariat does not
conduct any great struggles, be-
cause there are lacking mass ac-
tions and strikes' of great scope
" and depth, therefore Hhave the
working class and its revolutionary
vanguard hitherto not been able

laccept the bourgeois State.

by A. P.

to become that magnet which is
capable of attracting the other
vacillating strata to itself or else
to neutralize them. For this rea-
son above all, alongside of others
of course, the revolutionary ad-
vance hag not yet been able to
pass beyond the advance of the
counter-revolution.”

But these words completely refute
the fantastic stories featured in the
official Communist press in recent
times about the “victorious mass
struggles” under the leadership of the
C.P.G. and the R.G.0O. (the German
T.U.U.L.—Editor). When we ex-
pressed our skepticism as to these
stories, we were abused as “rene-
gades” and worse. PBut now that
Thaelmann, much later, makes the
same” statements, why, of course, that
is “bolshevist self-criticism!”

Thaelmann does not explain why
there were no ‘“great struggles,”
“mass actions and strikes of great
scope and a depth,” in this particu-
larly favorable period. That is be-
yond him. And what does he say on
what is after all the basic question,
the question of how to make up for
“loss of tempo” of the Communists,
how to defeat Fascism and, in the
course of the same struggle, to break
che hold of reformism over the de-
isive sections of the working class?
What has Thaelmann to say on the
Juestion of the united front?

Thaelmann drags out the supposed-
ly-dead doctrine of “social-fascism”
and tries once more to “prove” that
the S.P.G. is the party of “moderate
Fascism.” Of course, it is true that
the S.P.G., and all bourgeois parties,
But to
overlook the differences between So-
sial-democracy and Fascism, or even
the differences in the bourgeois camp,
to serve up again the discredited
theory of ‘“one reactionary mass,”
means to lose sight of all realism in

the Social-democratic workers are
“not freed from the influence of the
social-fascist leaders, then these mil-
lions of workers are lost for the anti-
Fascist struggle, are completely use-
less for this struggle.” Is this not
sectarian defeatism of the first water,
hidden under high-sounding phrases?
We declare that not only can the mil-
lions of Social-democratic workers be
mobilized in: the struggle against
Fascism before they become Commu-
nists but that in order to help' make
them Communists and to destroy the
influence of the reformist leaders
over them, it js necessary to fight to
bring them into unitea front actions
of the Communist and Social-demo-
cratic organizations!

Thaelmann, who rejects the very
foundations of the Lenihist strategy
of the united front, is ready, under
certain circumstances, to accept the
united front “from above”! But he
relegates united front offers to So-
cial-democratic leaders and leadin
bodies (what he calls “united fron
from abgve”) to “certain cases, above
all in the stage of a highly developed
mass movement.,” Of course, dear
Comrade Thaelmann, united front ap-
peals to reformist leaders are made
by Communists precisely then these
reformists have noteworthy mags in-
fluence. But according to Thaelmann,
they must bhe appealed to “in the
stage of a highly developed mass
movement,” that is, when the influ-
ence of the reformist leaders has al-
ready been broken or at least greatly
weakened! This whole theory, smack-
ing of the most confused opportunism,
is developed in order to excuse Thael-
mann from making a united front ap-
peal to the Social-democratic leaders
and organizations today, right now,
when such a united front is most
acutely needed and when the workers
are striving for it, conscipusly or un-
consciously!

the struggle for the revolution. This
“single reactionary mass,” embraces,
according to Thaelmann, everything
from Fascism to the Social-democracy.
The “fascisation of the Social-democ-
racy” extends, in the view of this
Communist leader, “up to the ‘left’
S.P.G. auxiliaries, the Socialist Work-
ers party and the Brandler group,
who serve the bourgeoisie and Fas-
cism as the most dangerous elements
of disintergration of the proletarian
united front .. . ”

Such is the point of departure for
a united front policy as conceived by
the official leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of Germany! He even goes

It is clear enough that the present
leadership of the C.P.G., having made
certain hesitating steps in the right
direction, has relapsed into the old
ultra-left nonsense and has proven it-
self incapable of carrying thru a con-
sistent Leninist policy. The confu-
sion in the leadership and the Party
can only be overcome thru a determ-
ined struggle of the Party member-
ship, side by side with the Opposition
and along the lines of its political
program, for the restoration of the
C.P.G. to health and fighting power.
The longer this confusion lasts in the
leadership and in the Party, the

greater the advantage to the reform-

further and declares that as long as |ists and to Fascism.

Against Reformist Illusions

CONFISCATION OR “TRANSFER™?

The article below was written by
Comrade M. Gold, a member of the
Young People’s Socialist League por
publication in the New York Y.P.S.L.
paper, The Young Socialist. After

Comrade Gold had been elected by

his circle as delegate to the national
convention of the Y.P.S.L., he was
charged with being a “Lovestoneite”
and expelled from the organization.
—Editor.

* * L]
At the recent convention of the So-
cialist party, a motion was made to
include in the election campaign pro-
gram, a clause for the confiscation of
the means of production. The motion
was overwhelmingly defeated but it
succeeded in raising to the fore the
question: How shall the working class
get control of the wealth of this coun-
try, now in the hands of a relatively
small group of capitalists?
Since the convention there have
been discussions in a few circles on
this cardinal question, as well as an
explanation of his objections to the
method of confiscation by Comrade
Thomas, in the June 4 issue of the
New Leader.

There have been innumerable pro-
posals of methods to take the place
of confiscation but a few of them
made by Comrade Thomas will suffice
to show the essence of all these sug-
gestions—and their fallacies.

The first argument of Comrade
N. Thomas is that a confiscation
clause in the program would alienate
workers who think they have some-
thing to lose thru confiscation. This
seems to be a very poor argument
No Socialist in his right mind, ne
matter how radical, ever proposed to
confiscate the bits of land of the poor
farmers or the miserable savings or
household furniture of the workers.
Such schemes dre only attempts to
discredit and caricature Socialism by
its enemies. What confiscation really
means is the confiscation of the large-
scale means of production and dis-
tribution, today in the hands of the
capitalists as their private property.
Furthermore any plan for socializa-
tion, in order to be effective, pre-
supposes a revolutionary sentiment
among the masses of workers and
poor farmers—which means they are
conscious of the fact that they really
“hgve nothing to lose buf their
chains.” Any program that appeals
for votes on any other basis is not
truly a socialist program.

Every plan for socialization falls
into one of two categories, It is
either a plan for direct configcation
of the meanas of production without
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form or another, for buying out the
capitalist class.

It is my contention that this latter
plan (to which Norman Thomas sub-
seribes) is in direct contradiction to
Marxist teachings on the nature of
capitalism. According to the Marxian
conception,
one characteristic of which is the al-
most complete monopoly of wealth
in the hands of the capitalist class.
If we conceive of “buying” and “sell-
ing” as the exchange of wealth in
one form for another, it becomes
clear that the simple process of
“buying out” the capitalist class is
an impossibility. And it is not neces-
sary to refer to “Marxian dogma”
to see the truth of this statement.
Compare the tremendous resources of
the Ford industry alone, the mines,
rubber plantations, glass factories,
railroads and asSembling plants, with
the combined wealth of all the work-
ers and poor farmers and the futility
of any plan for the purchase of the
Ford industt;? is all the more forcibly
demonstrated. The same can be said
of the plan of competing Ford or any
other industrial and financial mag-
nate out of business. When examined
concretely there are two-' variations
of the same principle that deserve
closer consideration. ‘

The first is the problem of purchas-
ing the industries thru “bonds in the
socialized industry to be amortized
within thirty years”. This is a com-

letely utopian conception. It is not

ased upon the fundamental truth
that the capitalists always act in their
own class interests and so will nev-
er agree to yield their property in
any form; it is rather based upon the
premise that in some unexplained
manner a conciliation of the classes
will take place and the propertied
class will agree to give up its prop-

aside from the fact that it is fantas-
tic, such an arrangement would not
effect the fundamental change in
class relations that. Socialism re-
quires.

Let us visualize a situation where
industry is owned by the government
but the former owners still have bonds
drawing profits from the socialized
industry. What would be the basis
of this industry? In order to pay a
profit the government would have to
be an agency for the capitalist class
in exploiting labor for the sake of
guaranteeing to the capitalists a pro-
fit which, by the way, they are by
no means certain of today. In other
words, the capitalist class collectively
would own the industry thru the gov-

compensation or it iy a plan, in one

ernment instead of the individual

éapitalism is a system,.

erty in the interest of humanity. But

An Insolent
Gesture!

In the Daily Worker of July 25
there appears an hysterical editorial
under the heading “The Judas En-
dorsement”, violently disavowing the
support given to the Communist Par-
ty Presidential and Vice-Presidential
candidates by the Communist Party
(Majority Group) and the Trotsky-
jtes. .Such endorsement on the part
of the exvelled Communist groups,
we are told, shows that the groups
“are serving the capitalist class in its
attempts to find a way out of its
crisis thru the Hoover hunger and
war program.” . .

The whole editorial is so frantic
and incoherent that it would be futile
to try to reason about it. It is, how-
ever necessary to make certain points
clear:

1. As far as we are concerned, we
do not regard the cause of Commu-
nism as the private property of the
disorganizers and disrupters now In
control of the Communist Party' of
the United States nor do we believe
they have a copyright on it. Much
as they would like us to do otherwise,
we will continue to fight for the in-
terests of the working class, to spl_'ead
and defend the ideas of Communism,
as laid down by Marx and Lenin, un-
contaminated by the corruyption of
the sectarian disease ravaging the of-
ficial Communist movement today.

2. We support the Communist can-
didates because the Communist ticket
is, in the present elections, the only
ticket representing the class interests
of the proletariat. It is unfortunately
true that the present methods and
tactics of the C. P. greatly hinder the
realization of its own, and our, fun-
We hope that thru

damental aims. ]
our participation in the campaign,
which, of course, is based on a real
Communist program of action, we
will be able to counteract, to some de-
gree, the harmful activities of the of-
ficial Communist Party, activities
dangerous to the cause of Commu-
nism and to the intgrests of the work-
ing class. We will do our best to see
to it that the workers reached by our
message will couple their support of
the Communist Party ticket with a
criticism of its sectarian election pro-
gram and with a sharp protest
against its present anti-Leninist, sui-
cidal policies and leadership general-

v 8. It is a scathing indictment of the
clique narrowness of what should
strive to be a Communist Party of
the working masses, that the central
organ of the C.P.U.S.A., officially and
most offensively, rejects the support
of groups of Communists who dis-
agree with the official leadership, on
what are, after all, secondary ques-
tions of strategy and tactics. at,
then, is the attitude of the C. P. to
Socialist workers or to the masses of
the workers who hawe né working
class political views at all? Is their
support also to be rejected?

capitalists owning their particular in-
dustries. In short, we would have
State capitalism. ' Then, after tpu:ty
years of capitalism with Socialist
sanction would come confiscation
(“amortization of the bonds”).
question naturally arises: If the inter-
est on the bonds cannot be téripd
back into industry to create more pro-
fits, is that not confiscation of the
means of production? Will not the
capitalists object just as strenuously
to a scheme where they cannot use
their (temporary) profits for obtain-
ing more profits as to outright con-
fiscation? Those who are looking for
an arrangement that will not provoke
the capitalists to resistance must an-
swer. And again, if there is no ob-
jection in principle to confiscation af-
ter thirty years, why an objection in
principle to confiscation after ten
years, five years or right now,

The next suggestion, closely relat-
ed to that of direct purchase, is gov-
ernment purchase thru taxation. It
is not necessary to go into a
lengthy analysis of taxation to see
that it is impossible to raise taxes
to swallow up the total value of in-
dustry. The working classes do not
have the wherewithal to pay such
taxes and to take them from the
capitalists  is confiscation, pute and
simple. But then it can be proposed
that we start by buying up some in-
dustries and use the profits of the_se
industried§ to buy the rest. Quite
apart from the practical futility of
this plan, it should be remembered
that no matter what form an indus-
try may take, whether it is privately
owned or government owned, as long
as it operates within the system of
capitalism, it must be a capitalist in-
stitution, exploiting labor, competing
with and engaging in all of the ac-
ti\lrities of capitalist industry gener-
ally.

%he whole question of confiscation
versus transfer is not an academic
question. For Socialists it should be
a very practical question to be an-
swered in a very practical manner.
In view of the ceS#alization of in-
dustry the complexity and interde-

and vice versa, in view of the stub-
born resistance of the capitalist class
to the least bit of interference with
its control over industry, we cannot
avoid the conclusion that real social-
ization can take place only on a na-
tional scale and on the basis of the
large-scale industries. This is possi-
ble only by confiscation.

It is not simply by the process of
elimination that I arrive at this con-
clusion. All history shows that where-
ever Forperty has been taken from
one class and placed in the hands of
another, it was thru confiscation.
Witness the confiscation of landed
property in the French revolution and
of slave property after the Civil
War. How much more true is this in
the case of the aon'king class whose
purpose it is to abolish not only slave

roperty, not only feudal prope
gut privgte property in all formsl i

The

pendence of industry upon banking

The Story of Italian Fascisni

This 18 the fourth article in the
serieg “The Story of Italian Fascism”
by Alfa.—Editor.

. L 2N 2N

With its ascent to power Fascism
began to undergo a profound trans-
formation in its inner structure and
composition as well as in its external
relations. From its very inception,
as we haye noted, the Fascist move-
ment was closely associated with Ital-
ian industrial capital and served as
its political weapon not only against
the proletariat but also againgt the
pretensions of the big landowners,
who had dominated the country before
the war, and against other sections of
the bourgeoisie. Altho Fascism was
essentially a movement of the petty
bourgeoisie, the fundamental points in
its program as carried out in practise,
expressed the basic interests of in-
dustrial capital.

e s 3
Once in power the close relations
between Fascism and industrial capi-
tal became even more intimate. This
was immediately reflected in the prac-
tical course of policy struck out by
Mussolini but it also had its direct
effects as far as the Fascist party
itself was concerned. The party, es-
pecially its higher ranks, began to
change in composition; it became per-
meated more and more with the di-
rect representatives and scions of in-
dustrial capital at the expense of the
petty bourgeois demagogues and
“hot-heads” of earlier days. At the
same time, the party lost its position
as the real spearhead of the Fascist
movement and became a subordinated
instrument of the Fascist State clique.
In the same direction the party
was reorganized on a thoroly auto-
cratic basis which bore only a super-
ficial resemblance to the organization
in the days before the seizure of pow-
er. The party today is headed by
Il Duce del Fascismo (“the Leader of
Fascism”) who is equipped with ab-
solute and unlimited power in the or-
ganization. Under him stands Il
Gran Consiglio Fascista (“The Grand
Fascist Council”) composed of the
“head of the government” (Musso-
lini), the Presidents of the Senate and
the Chamber, the ministers and the
undersecretaries and others “who
deserve it because of the significance
of their position as leaders of Fas-
cism and as important exponents of
the Fascist party and as leading per-
sonalities in cultural life, in organiza-
tions and  institutions.” These
“others” are appointed to the coun-
cil by Mussolini, who, moreover, is
authorized to modify and replace the
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Grand Council at will. The provin-
cial federations are completely sub-
jected to the Grand Council by whom
all officials are appointed and control-
led. Theoretically, the basic organiza-
tion is the Fascio, usually a local unit,
but the existence of the Fascio is
largely on paper only. There are no
meetings, no discussions, no delegates
or representative conferences. Every-
thing comes from above.

It is surely not surprising that this
startling change in the structure,
composition and role of the Fascist
party did not proceed without bitter
resistance from the ranks. But this
we shall examine in detail later on.

* & %
Fascism and the Constitution

The State policy of Fascism bears
such an astonishing contrast to the
program of the party while it was
fighting for power that it is hard to
believe that both emerged from the
same organization. It shows how
powerful is the demagogy of Fascism
and how politically gullible are the
petty bourgeois masses that this shift-
ing of base could take place as suc-
cessfully as it did. .

Let us recall the radical promises
of the Fascist program in regard to
the Italian constitution; the abolition
of the royal House of Savoy, the es-
tablishment of a republic, the calling
of a constituent national assembly,
proportional representation, women’s
suffrage, the abolition of the Senate.
As late as 1921, the whole Fascist
delegation, with Mussolini at its head,
left the Chamber upon the appearance
of the King, because, it was explain-
ed, no real Fascist could shout: “Long
live the King!” .

In power, however, Fascism has
become the bulwark of the monarchy
and of the Senate. The promise of
universal suffrage has dribbled down
into the grant of limited ballot rights
to certain selected groups of women.
To demand a constituent assembly to-
day is. punishable by a heavy term
of imprisonment.

In November, 1923, a new election
law was promulgated according to
which the party receiving the high-
est vote in the elections (not neces-
sarily a majority!) would be given
two-thirds of the Chamber, the other
one-third being divided among the re-
maining parties. Thru. the operation
of this law, which Mussolini put thru
with unveiled threats of violence, the
1924 elections gave the Fascists 4,-
500,000 votes and 375 seats and
the opposition parties 38,000,000 votes
but only 113 seats.

In 1928 there took place a complete

Marxism And The

“Negro Question”

THE STRUCTURE OF NEGRO SOCIETY

We publish below the second install-
ment of the resolution on “Marxism
and the ‘Negro Question’,” to be pre-
gented to the coming national con-
ference of the Communist Party (Ma-
Jority Gfroup).—Edito;r.

. =

11. The great Negro migrations
during the last two decades, in the
course of which scores of thousands
of Negro farmers swarmed to the
great Northern industrial centers and
to the basic industries of the land,
really introduced a new stage in the
history of the American Negro. They
effected a profound social fermenta-
tion and a basic réalignment of class
forces. They faced the Negro masses
with a whole series of new problems
arising out of the new urban and in-
dustrial environment. They really
oreated the modern Negro proletariat.
They greatly stimulated the devel-
opment of the Negro bourgeoisie and
petty bourgeoisie and seriously trans-
formed the relations between these
classes. They had a profound effect
upon the Negro peasantry in the
South, sunk in the mire of pe¢onage
and semi-serfdom. They also great
ly influenced e relations of two
races in the North as well as in the
South. All of these phenomena soon
made themselvep evident in their ef-
fect upon the changed structure of
American Negro society.

12. The social organization of the
Negro people in this country, altho,
of course, closely related to and in
fact integrated into American so-
ciety as such, bears a characteristic
aspect, especially in the relation of
classes and the specific gravity of
each in the-whole. The organization
of Negro society resembles, in cer-
tain important respects, the organiza-
tion of society in a colony or a sub-
ject nation. N

13. The Negro bourgeoigje is rather
weak numerically (absolutely and re-
latively) and even weaker economical-
ly. It has no hold upon or contact
with basic industry; it is almost ex-
clusively confined to certain very un-
important branches, usually organiz-
ed on a small scale, or to commercial
and related occupations that emerge
in _the large Negro sections of the big
cities, South as well as North. But
thru the Negro bourgeoisie, thru the
more pliant elements of the petty
bourgeoisie, and thru the conservative
sections of the professional “race
leaders,” the white American bour-
geoisie exerts tremendous influence

over the masses of the Negro people.

The Negro bourgeoisie is the class

Resolution Presented To National Conference

agency of white domination over the
Negro people and it operates with
borrowed power. The fundamental
standpoint of the Negro bourgeoisie
was theoretically formulated by
Booker T. Washington in the famous
“Atlanta Compromise”: The Negro is
to be content with his place in the
American (bourgeois) scheme of
things. He is to bend his energies
towards becoming an efficient ser-
vant of the white master. Any pres-
ent aspiration for social and political
rights—not to speak of social equali-
ty—is a vain and dangerous delu-
sion! In the South the Negroes are
to acquiesce in their complete political
disfranchisement; in the North they
are to serve as blind voting cattle for
the' Republican party. Lately, an in-
famous flirtation with the Democratic
party (in North and South!) has
been initiated (the DePriest
artisan” conference). Within the
ast year the crusade against Commu-
nism has become an important vart
of the services rendered by the Negro
bourgeoisie to their white masters.
The political activities of the “race
leaders” of this class are marked by
clique squabbles, gross corruption and
shameless patronage—all at the ex-
pense of the Negro masses. Of the
emancipation of their people they
know nothing and care less! -

14. Thru the sham social power of
prestige, lent it by the. white ruling
class, the Negro bourgeoisie and its
professional “race leaders” have been
able hitherto to dominate the social
and political ideas of the backward
Negro masses. In this work the wide-
spread network of Negro social and
fraternal societies (especially the
churches) have played a very impor-
tant role.

16. The Negro petty bourgeoisie
and professionals (most of the pro-
fessionals belong to the petty bour-
geoisie) are more numerous .altho
proportionately also smaller among
the Negroes than among the whites
‘(only in the proportion of clergy to
the population do the Negroes show
precedence!) Like the bourgeoisie this
class found a firm basis of existence
(especially in the North) only with
the great Negro migrations and the
creation of the huge Negro cities in
the relatively free atmosphere of the
North. In the post-war “renascence”
a period of deep-going fermentation
and real achievement, the Negro intel-
lectual played a brilliant role, espec-
ially in literature and the fine arts.

16. As a consequence of the char-

people in American soclety, the Ne-

“non-,

The Record of Fascism in Power

reorganization of the Italian Consti-
tution in line with the spirit of Fas-
cism, Parliamentarism was complete-
ly abolished in fact and ih form and
was replaced by the so-called “cor-
porative state”. According to this
scheme, the Fascist “corporations”
or “syndicates” (the Fascist trade
unions, employers associations, pro-
fessional bodies, etc.) prepare nomi-
nations from which the Grand Fas-
cist Council selects 400, who are pre-
sented to a referendum of “yes” or
“no” votes on the whole list. If “yes”
wins, then the slate of the Grand
Fascist Council is elected as the
Chamber. There is some complicated
alternative procedure in case the
majority votes “no” but this is of lit-
tle importance since such a conting-
ency is not likely to arise. To make
things doubly sure the “yes” and
“no” ballots are of different colors
8o that recalcitrants are made un-
pleasantly conspicuous. It is no
wonder that in March 1929, the first
elections under the.new law, the vote
stood: 8,250,000, yes; 135,700,. no!

It is impossible not to draw an
analogy between this system of gen-
eral referendum and the plebiscitary
system of Louis Napoleon in France.
Both were constructed to serve the
purpose of slightly veiling a gross de-
spotism and of choking off all politi-
cal life. In this as in other respects,
the regime of the hero of the Society
of December 10 bears many points of
resemblance to Fascism.

It is surely not necessary to em-
phasize that the Fascist regime has
gradually illegalized all opposition
political parties and organizations and
has suppressed all civil and political
rights with the heaviest penalties.

Fascism And Social Legislation

The profound reaction introduced
by Fascism is most clearly evidenced
in the field of social legislation. The
previously existent eight-hour day
was immediately nullified thru a ser-
ies of “exceptions”—for “the good
of the State.” Instead of the mini-
mum wage promised came the legal
reduction of wages 16%, 20% and
sometimes even 30%. Sick, old-age
and unemployment insurance were
done away with. The factory coun-
cils were abolished.

s
The Fascist “Trade Unions”

In its rise to power Fascism had

greatly weakened, and partly destroy-
ed the powerful trade union move-
ment in Italy. The brutal offensive of
Fascism met with little effective re-
sistance on the part of the labor or-
ganizations because of their oppor-
tunistic policies and low morale. More
than that, the reformist leaders of
the trade unions actually took advan-
tage of the occasion to “cleanse” the
unions of all militants, that is, of all
Communists and Maximalists and
their sympathizers. The General Con-
federation of Labor was soon reduced
to a_mere shell and, not long after
the Fascist seizure of pawer, was offi-
cially dissolved by Mussolini.
Fascist syndicates or trade unions
had existed for several years before
the coup d’etat and in some cases,
thru collaboration with the employ-
ers, had acquired considerable signi-
ficance. But it was only after Octo-
ber 1922 that these “corporations” be-
gan really to grow and to embrace
large sections of the proletariat. It is
difficult to get any accurate or re-
liable figures as to the membership
of.the Fascist unions. Remembering,
however, that adherence to these or-
ganizations is made practically com-
pulsory, it may be stated that the
Fascist unions embrace the great bulk
of the organized workers of Italy and
that the other (illegal, of course)
trade union federations have been
able to maintain no more than skele-
ton organizations in Italy.

The Fascist unions are not really
unions in the sense in which that term
is usually understood. Originally,
Fascism proposed to organize both
employers and employees in one
body but upon the resistance of the
former, two separate “corporations”
were organized. The Fascist unions
are entirely State organizations. They
specifically reject the class struggle
under the slogan of the “harmony of
interests of the employers and the
workers under the State.” They re-
ject the class struggle not only in
theory but also in practise: the strike
is forbidden under heavy penalties.
The officials of the syndicates are all
appointed by the Fascist authorities;
no meetings are ever held, no rights
at all vouchsafed to the membership;
yet all decisions made in the name
of these unions are legally binding
on their members and even on work-
ers who are not members! Except
where, as a result of spontaneous re-
volts of the membership, control is
temporarily seized, by the workers,
the Fascist unions operate openly as
agencies of the State in defense of
the interests of industrial capital.

Fascist theory regards all social
activity to be conducted under the
control of the State and thru the
channels of the State: “Everything in
the State and for the State, nothing

(Continued on page 4)

gro petty bourgeoisie is destined to
play a far more significant and pro-
gressive social role in the struggle
of the Negro people for emancipation
and in the general social struggle than
is the white petty bourgeoisie in the
analogous situation. As a significant
factor in the life and development of
the race the Negro petty bourgeoisie

is second only to the Negro proletar-

acteristic caste status of the Negro|iat

(Continue in the next issue)
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BLOODY THURSDAY IN WASHINGTON

T is hard for us, so close are we to the events themselves, to grasp the
full meainng of what happened in Washington on that fateful Thurs
day, July 28. The terrible scenes enacted on the streets and in the out-
skirts of the capital on that day may well mark a significant point in
the post-war development of this country, in the ceaseless class struggle
of labor and capital, with the most pregnant consequences for the future.

Not long ago, at the Republican convention in Chicago, the political
high-priests of trustified fimance-capital congratulated themselves with
malicious glee that the acute suffering of crisis and unemployment had
not spurred the American people to any direct action involving a clash:
with the government. The military attack upon the bonus army, under
direct orders from President Hoover, is a striking challenge to this exultant
boast. The working masses of America, backward and unorganized as
they are, dominated by the ideals of the master class and unenlightened
as to their own interests and as to the means of their achievement, have
proved capable of arousing themselves to action vigorous enough and
threatening enough to throw a scare into the power-mad rulers of this
country and force them to tear aside rudely the tawdry curtain of sham
“democracy” and expose the real foundations of our government—the
bayonet, the machine gun, the gas bomb. The spectacle that was un-
folded in Washington will not soon be forgotten by the miserable veterans
who were its victims or by the millions of American people who read about
it in indignant horror.

The thousands of ex-servicemen who marched upon the capital city
and lay camped there were not revolutionists; the radicals among them
never constituted more than a handful. They were ordinary, average
Americans, a good cross-section of the masses of American working men
and farmers. They came to ask for what was rightly theirs, their bonus,
at a time when they were in the most dire need of it. But they raised
their demand, modest as it was, not thru the labyrinth channels of capital-
ist “democracy,” calculated to stifle, confuse and defeat all popular striv-
ings, but thru—direct mass action. Thru their own mass power were
they going to enforce their will upon Congress and the Administration!
And this was the crux of the whole situation, realized far more clearly
by Mr. Hoover and his advisers than by the men themselves. “If President
Hoover had not acted when he did,” declared General McArthur, chief
of staff of the army, “he would have been faced with an extraordinary
sitaution. Another week might have meant that the government was
in peril.” Of course, this statement is greatly exaggerated—the collapse
of the capitalist government was not quite so close at hand; but it never-
theless makes quite clear what a menacing challenge the master class
government saw, and quite rightly too, in a direct mass political movement
outside of and even counterposed to the sanctified forms of democratic
parliamentarism. It could not be tolerated; the violent dispersal of the
bonus army, executed with all the trappings of real war, accompanied by
a savage drive against the “Reds,” was the only way out for President
Hoover as the faithful watchdog of the interests of his class. And the
ferocious chorus of approval, arising almost unanimously from the pages
of the press, is evidence enough that the capitalist class of this country
well appreciated the menace and exulted when it was overcome.

For the veterans too there are valuable lessons in this bloody ex-
perience, and with them, for the masses of the American working people.
The contrast between their treatment fifteen years ago when they were
sent, in their bright, new uniforms, to fight to safeguard the interests of
the capitalists, and today, when, in the same uniforms, old and threadbare,

they come to ask of these same capitalists, the promised bonus in order
to alleviate their intolerabie hunger and misery, is certain to strike the
ex-servicemen with unforgettable force and will not fail to rise again
when they or their children are once more called upon to go out and
fight “to make the world safe for democracy.” That not this or that
capitalist politician is their enemy nor this or that capitalist party, but the
government as such, owned and dominated by big business, and that from
such a government no justice is to be expected but only concessions ex-
torted by organized mass power, fairly springs out of the stirring events
of the boaus march; in learning this lesson the veterans will have to
settle accounts with their charlatan leaders of the type of Waters, who
fed them with dangerous illusions but restrained their decisive action
when such action might still have counted, who were somehow absent
at the critical moments, and who are now, with irresponsible cynicism,
strutting around and aspiring to be little Hitlers in America. It must be
realized that it is not in any deceptive ‘“khaki-shirt movement,” which
will play right into the hands of big business, but in a firm alliance with.
the progressive labor movement, and especially with the other sections
of the unemployed, that salvation can be found—and this in spite of the
disgraceful apathy of the conservative, boot-licking leaders of organized
labor in the face of the emergency of the bonus march.

For the Communists the situation holds out great tasks and great
responsibilities. The tremendous lessons of the bonus march and of the
Washington “war” will not be learned automatically. They must be
brought to the backward, confused, depressed veterans and other workers’
who are slowly but surely beginning to awaken to the most elementary
forms of class consciousness. If the Communists are unable to take hold
of the situation and help raise the masses a step higher to the level of
clearly understanding their own class interests and clas duties, then they
forfeit all right to the name of vanguard and they sink back to an insig-
nificant, impotent sect. And, unless the suicidal ultra-left course of the
Communist Party, infecting every field of its activities, will be openly
and completely scrapped, failure is inevitable.

On January 9, 1905, the Czar’s cosacks murderously dispersed a crowd
of “loyal” Russian workers petitioning for relief. On July 28, 1932
Hoover’s troops murderously dispersed a crowd of “loyal” American
workers petitioning for relief. Only history can tell how far the analogy
will go . ..

On the Communist Election Program

This is the first of a series of two
articles by Herbert Zam on the Com-
munist Party election platform.—
Editor. ‘e

One of the greatest shortcomings
of the Communist movement of the
United States has been its isolation
from the American-born workers.
This is reflected in the absence of
Communist influence in those indus-
tries in which the bulk of the workers
are American-born (transportation,

the movement in the small industrial
towns and in its inability to make any
sort of a showing in parliamentary
activity. The small vote whlch.the
Communist Party has always received
in all elections, a vote out of all pro-
portion to the actual influence of the
Party, is due largely to the fact that
Communist strength is conf;ned al-
most exclusively to the foreign-born
workers in the United States, who
are either disfranchised or else do
not participate in elections for other
reasons. he Communist movement
in the United States will not be a
mass movement until it has penetrat-
ed the American-born workers and re-
cruited substantial numbers from
among them. The election campaign
is not the sole, nor even the primary
means of accomplishing this, but it
is a very important means. The elec-
tion campaign offers the Communists
in the United States an opportunity
to speak to the American workers at
a time when they are more politically
awake and receptive than at any other
time, and when the Communists can
more readily secure a hearing. Prop-
erly utilized, a well-conducted elec-
tion campaign can serve as the start-
ing point for the Communists to break
into this heretofore “closed territory.”
The 1932 election campaign of the
Communist Party has recejved a bad
start. The election platform, adopt-
ed at the Chicago nominating con-
vention, can not serve as the basis for
a broad campaign to rally the masses
behind the Communists in the strug-
gle for their own immediate interests.
It is a narrow, ultra-left, sectarian
document which, giving the tone to
the entire election campaign, can only
serve to perpetuate the present isola-
tion of the Communist Party from the
American workers.
x % %

The “Revolutionary Way Out of the
Crisis”

‘The central point of the election
platform, around which the entire
platform and the demands are built
up, is “the revolutionary way out
of the crisis.” While we have been
hearing quite a bit about this new dis-
covery, the election platform explains
the question so that there can be no
misinterpretation. The “revolution-
ary way out of the crisis” is neither
more nor less than the setting up of
a proletarian-dictatorship (a workers
and farmers government) in the Unit-
ed States. he election platform
makes the struggle for the proletar-
ian dictatorship the central point of
the Party’s election campaign and
proposes it to the workers as the an-
swer to their present needs. The slo-
gan of a workers and farmers govern-
ment is not raised merely as a pro-
paganda slogan, which would un-
doubtedly be correct; it is raised as a
slogan of action around which to ral-
ly the workers today. The platform
éclares:

“Resist the carrying thru of
the capitalist way out of the
crisis! Fight for the workers way,
for the revolutionary way out of
the crisis—for the United States
of Soviet Americal”

Now it is one thing to raise this
slogan—the revolutionary way out of
the crisis—in, let us say, Germany,
and quite another thing in the Unit-
ed States. In spite of the severity of
the crisis, in spite of the great suffer-
ing of the masses, we are not on the
eve of a revolution, we are not in a
revolutionary situation. The masses
of workers are not yet rebelling either
against the capitalist system, or
against the capitalist government,
even tho there are signs of great dis-
content. The Communists cannot as
yet rally the American workers on
the issue of socialism versus capi-
talism, proletarian dictatorship ver-
sus bourgeois “democracy”. If the
Communists are to lead the masses it
must be on the basis of their current
needs and demands, properly express-
ed in the election platform and in the
campaign. Support of the masses of
the workers fpr the Communist can-
didates cannot as yet be procured on
the basis of the entire program of
Communism. It must be done on the
basis of the defense of their present
needs, in line with their present mood.
To make support of any immediate
demands of the Communists equiva-
lent to or dependent upon support of
the proletarian dictatorship, means
isolation for the Party, means that
its support will be confined to those
workers who are already Communists.

The immediate demands of the plat-
form are confined to six, which, with
the exception of the one for “self-
determination of the Black Beit”, are
in themselves not ineorrect, altho very
vague. But do these six demands ex-
haust the needs of the masses? Ab-
solutely not! Such vital demands as
shorter work week, against speed-up
and rationalization, and for imme-
diate unemgloyment relief are omit-
ted. The platform has a general de-
mand “against capitalist terror” but
is silent on the concrete questions of
freedom of speech, press and assem-
bly, on the right to organize and to
picket, on the use of injunctions, de-
portations, and armed forces against

the workers. It forgets the political

for instance), in the weakness off

by Herbert Zam

prisoners (Mooney, Scottsboro boys,
Imperial Valley prisoners and others)
and is silent about the anti:labor
Jaws (criminal syndicalism and crim-
inal anarchy) under which workers
are being put in jail. There is no
demand for the protection of the for-
eign-born. There is the abstract
“equal rights for Negroes”, but no
concrete slogans against lynching and
jim-crowism, for enfranchisement,
against the anti-intermarriage laws,
and so on. Nothing is said on the
question of protection of women and
youth, on children or education (es-
pecially at the present time when a
nation-wide campaign is being con-
ducted against the free education
system). The ‘anti-imperialist de-
mands are confined to: “Against im-
perialist war; for the defence of the
Chinese people and of the Soviet
Union!” The demand for recogni-
tion of the Soviet Union is again for-
gotten. (Has it again become oppor-
tunist?) America’s colonies are non-
existent in the platform. (“Self-deter-
mination for the Black Belt” but not
for the Philippines, Hawaii, etc!)
The activities of American imperial-
ism in Latin America in fomenting
war, changing governments, ruthless
oppression of the native population,
armed intervention and occupation,
appear to be too insignificant to be
included in an election platform. And
on the burning international ques-
tions of reparatious, war debts,
League of Nations, 'the platform is
just as silent. Is the American Com-

The Platfotm of Ultra-Leftism

munist Party belatedly repeating the
error of the German Party of con-
sidering these questions “of no con-
cern to the workers”?

x % X

The Cardinal Error Of The
Platform
The omission of all these important

demands from the election platform
is not accidental. It arixes out of the

cardinal error, making the proletar-

ian dictatorship the central point of
the campaign. In a revolutionary
situation it is correct to concentrate
on those slogans and demands which
can best serve to rally the massex
in the struggle for the proletarian
dictatorship as against the govern-
ment which cannot grant their de-
mands. Thus, in 1917 in Russia,;
“bread, peace, land” served this pur-
pose. Is this what the authors of the
platform, the leaders of the Commu-
nist Party in the United States, have
in mind when they pick out the six
points to concentrate upon?

In 1928 the S.L.P. severely criticized
the Communist Party platform as a
“reformist” platform, because it had
even more demands than that of the
Socialist party! The S.L.P. platform
is the only “revolutionary” one be-
cause it has but one demand, the “un-
conditiénal surrender of the capitalist
class.” After having tried to steal
De Leonism from the S. L. P., are the
leaders of the Communist Party also
trying to steal this feature from its
platform?

THE RECORD OF FASCISM IN POWER

(Continued from Page 3)
outside of the State!” In April 1927

‘there was issued the so-called Great

Charter of Labor to regularize the re-
lations of the Fascist unions to the
State and to “assure the harmonious
collaboration of all factors in produc-
tion.” “Professional and trade
union organization is free,” we are
brazenly informed in the face of the
murderous suppression of the real la-
bor unions. “But,” it is added, “the
legally recognized and the State-con-
trolled syndicate (that is, the Fascist
union.—Alfa) alone has the right to
represent legally the total category of
workers for whom it is established,
to defend their interests legally in re-
lation to the State and other profes-
sional unions and to form obligatory
agreements for all 'workers belonging
to that category.” These “legally
recognized” unions receive dues from
all workers, whether members or not.
In fact, these dues are checked off
the wages. When, in 1929, the ‘“cor-
porate State” was finally established,
the Fascist syndicates became integral
parts of the State apparatus.

The full philosophy of the Fascist
unions is given in Paragraph 4 of the
Great Charter of Labor:

“‘In the collective labor agreement there
is" expressed the solidarity among the
various factors thru the equalization of
the counterposed interests of the employ-
ers and employees and thru their subordi-
nation to the higher interests of produc-
tion and the State.”
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The Economic Policy Of Fascism

Mussolini’s first care upon his ac-
cess to power were economic ques-
tions. At the very outset, all capital
levies, inheritance taxes, taxes on in-
dustry, and the like, left over from
the old regime, were immediately
abolished because they “disturb com-
merce and industry, property and the
family.” In place of these levies, a
tax on wages was introduced. The
entire State budget rests upon indirect
taxes for they “limit consumption
and leave a large quantity of goods
for export, whereas direct taxes
would endanger production.” State
industries, nationalized industries,
such as telephone, radio, parcel post,
railroads, armaments, the match
monopoly, were turned over into pri-
vate hands. But this was only ap-
parently a denationalization tendency
for at the same time that these in-
dustries were turned over to private
hands for the greater profit of the
bourgeoisie, extremely close ties were

formed between the State and heavy
industrial capital, a veritable fusion
in fact. An elaborate and extensive
policy of the stimulation of industrial
capitalism was worked out and initiat-
ed. A big impetus was given to the
formation of trusts on a large scale.
As a part of his social-economic
policy Mussolini placed a ban upon
emigration and even upon the free
movement of workers, especially aFri-
cultural workers, thruout Italy. *
L] *® -

Fascism And The Church

The anti-clericalism of the early
Fascist movement is well known. Not
only did the Fascists demand the con-
fiscation of all the properties of the
Church (“property under the dead-
hand”), but in the Popolo d’Italia
Mussolini wrote on May 11, 1919:

‘“We demand the separation of the Cath-
olic Church and the State, the abnlition
of the constitutional privilege according to
which the Catholic Church is elevated into
the State religion. We demand the con-
fiscation of all Church property and epis:
copal benefits. The State must recognize
the Church merely as a private organiza-

tion, subjected to the general laws . . .

The exercise of religious cults and instruc-

tion must be permissible only outisde of

public and private schools.”

The practise of the Fascist dicta-
torship has of course been notorious-
ly the opposite. The Church has not
been separated from the State. No
Church. property has been confiscat-
ed. The influence of religion in the
schools has been greatly deepened:

one of the worst offenses is to fail

to display a picture of Mussolini or
a crucifix! In return the Church func-
tionaries have been transferred prac-
tically into officials of the ‘Fascist
State. At the beginning of 1929 Mus-
solini concluded a treaty with the
Pope which definitely established the
Catholic Church as State Church and
regulated its relations with the Fas-
cist regime. We shall examine later
on the roots and significance of the
unceasing struggle between Fascism
and the Catholic secular and religious
organizations.
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The Fascist Foreign Policy

The foreign policy of the Fascist
regime has been an outspokenly imper-
ialistic one, characterized by the most
sensational saber-rattling -and jingo-
ist bravado. In the first years of the
regime a certain flirtation was at-
tempted with France but it did not
take long before a definite anti-
French alignment was developed
which involved also sharp antagon-
isms with the French puppet-states,
especially Jugoslavia. Today Italy
operates, in its foreign and domestic
policy, under the patronage of Wall
Street, upon which it really depends
for financial existence.

To- support its imperialistic preten-
sions Fascist Jtaly long ago reorgan-
ized its. military institutions in the
directions of a thorogoing militarism.
The term of service was raised from
eight months to a year and a half.
The standing army was increased
from 230,000 to 350,000 men. The
term of service of the marines was
raised from 24 to 28 months. The
Guardia Regia (Royal Guard), con-
sisting of 85,000 men was indeed dis-
solved but the Carabinieri, the armed
policemen, were increased from 65,-
000 to 90,000. In addition to every-
thing else there is the Fascist militia,
the special “party army” of the Fas-
cist party, reaching the enormous fig-
ure of 600,000, All in all, there are
today in Italy under arms at least

1,000,000 men!
. -

As a mass movement Fascism does
indeed rest upon the petty bourgeoisie
even upon certain backward sections
of the proletariat. But the funda-
mental line .of policy of Italian Fas-
cism, in spite of all its demagogy and
gestures, is the expression of the basic
interests of industrial capital. It is
this tremendous contradiction that
generates the forces of disintegration
of Fascism.

On Wednesday, July 13, Herbert
Zam spoke before®the student body
of the Barnard Summer School for
Girls in Industry on the subject
“Which Program Should Workers
Follow?” Aiter pointing out the col-
lapse of capitalism and the misery it
brings to the masses of the toilers, as
demonstrated by the present world-
wide crisis, Zam explained the Com-
munist doctrine of establishing a pro-
letarian dictatorship as a transition
stage to usher in a socialist society,
serving as a weapon to expropriate
the capitalist class and destroy its
counter-revolutionary attempts, finally
liquidating it as a class. In this con-
nection he pointed out that the belief
of the Socialists in the possibilities of
utilizing bourgeois democracy to leg-
islate for socialism, their opposition
to expropriation and to proletarian
dictatorship in reality operated for the
preservation of ‘he capitalist system.

The progress of the Communist
movement, Herbert Zam pointed out,
was hindered by the existing disunity
and the wrong policies and mistakes
of the leaders of the Communist Par-
ty, expressed particularly in the trade

unions and jmass workers organiza-
tions, in the relations to Socialist
workers (“theory of social-fascism”)
and in the rejection of the united
front tactics,. Workers who wish to
carry on a fight against capitalism
and its evils must become Commu-

nists and also fight for Communist

HITLER, by Emil Lengyel. Lincoln
MacVeagh. The Dial Press, New
York City, 1932, '

This book is no mare than a com-

petent journalistic sketch of the car-

eer of Adolf Hitler, with some side-
lights on certain phases of the Nazi
movement. It is well written, inter-
esting, sometimes shrewd but painful-
ly superficial.

It is hard to tell whether Lengyel
himself takes seriously some of his
incredibly trivial remarks upon his-
tory and politics, such as, for exam-
ple, that “if there had not been so
‘much sunshine in Bavaria in  the
Spring of 1919 Adolf Hitler might be
today a common laborer in the sub-

streets, and once théy were in the
streets they started revolutions
which were responsible for the coun-
ter-revolution on waves of which Hit-
ler rode to fame”! This is only a
fair sample—what can you do with a
book like this?

. Emil Lengyel has not the slightest
inkling of what the Nazi movement
really means in the political devel-
opment .of post-war Germany, He
examines it from the point of view
of Bruening, who seems to be his spe-
cial hero. He sees in it, therefore,
some sort of inexplicable collective
lunacy, useful enough in its place (and
its place is to “curb the excesses” of
the wilorking class!) but utterly im-
possible as the ruler of Germany. He
doesn’t like it; he, in fact, feels the
deepest contempt for it, but he does-
n’t understand it in the least.

Some parts of the book, sych as

the ironical exposition of the Nazi
program, are fairly tolerable, but
others, above all the chapter “The
’ljh{ee Dictators”, are simply impos-
sible.
An even partially adequate book on
the Nazi movement or on Hitler still
remains to be written but it will nev-
er be written by a bourgeois journal-
I1st, a prisoner of his own outwborn
superstitions, thrown into amused be-
wilderment by things he cannot un-
derstand. . .

X. Y. z.
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THE STORY OF THE CONFED.-
ERACY, by Robert Selph Henry.
The Bobbs Merrill Company, 1931,
An adequate examination of the ca-

reer of the Confederacy would be a

valuable contribution to the history

of the American people. The bour-
geois-democratic revolution i the
form of a sectional “war between
states,” while not altogether unknown
outside the United States, is still rare
enough to merit the most detajled
study from every angle where, as in
thxs_c,oun.try, it has occurred on such

a gigantic scale. But Mr, Henry's

work cannot, unfortunately, be re-

garded as an attempt in this direction.

Its merit is that it is well and inter-

estmgl.y.written; in every other re-

spect it is defective. It is almost en-
tirely a military history and, no mat-
ter how true it may be that the life
of the Confederacy was war, it must
be recognized that in order to be in-
telligible war itself must.be correlated
with the social-economic background.
Mr. Henry’s narrative is extremely
sketchy and cursory when dealing
with economic, political and social af-
fairs; it is clear his heart is not in his
story when he leaves the battlefield!
_But worst of all, Mr. Henry ex-
hibits a thoroly false and distorted
orientation on the historical signifi-
cance and position of the Civil War.

According to him it was primarily a

struggle between two conceptions of

the American government: unitary
state versus federal union. The slav-
ery question, we are explicitly in-
fornfed, got involved with this funda-
mental issue in some more or less ac-
cidental manner. On such a basis, the
Civil War and all that happened be-
fore or since must remain a book
sealed with seven'seals. Mr. Henry
persists in his naive and narrow-mind-
ed viewpoint in spite of the fact that
the developments recounted by him-
self, as for example, the struggle be-
tween ‘the States Rights and central-
izing factions within the Confederate
government, completely shatter it!
X. Y. Z

NO ROOM FOR TRUTH
IN FEDERAL GOV’T

About four months ago Secretary
of Labor Doak took some time oft
'from deporting militant workers and
breaking strikes to announce to an
astonished world that, “upon informa
tion supplied by his aids, he could
state positively that employment was
on the increase.” This astonished
Ethelbert Stewart, head of the statist-
ical huro of the United States De-
partinent of Labor, even more than
arybody else, since the conclusion
was supposed to be based on infor-
mation supplied by himself, while all
material he had at his disposal point-
ed to quite the opposite.

He began questioning and was
quickly rebuked by his superior, Mr.
Doak. Iast week, Mr. Stewart was
suddenly recommended for retirement.
His name was omitted from the list
of officials who, in spite of their years
beyond the retirement, were to be
retained because of their usefulness.
In other words, fired!

Fthelbert Stewart is well known in
American economic and statistical
circles. He is a very capable tech-
nician in spite of his narrow and lim-
ited social viewpoint. Certainly there
is nothing in the least radical about
him. But he tells the truth even
when it is inconvenient for Messers.
Hoover and Doak. So he must go . . .

unjty and a Leninist line to insure the
progress of Communism.

A large number of questions, large-
ly dealing with the différence in the
ranks of the Communists, were asked

by the members of the audience.

urb.of Munich”, because the sunshine
made people “like to linger on the’

Back To The Farm

“The golden path leading out jof
the dark shadows of depression winds
its way along the rural byways and
into quiet pastures,” writes Corinne
Reid Fraziet in the Philadelphia Pub-
lic Ledger. “Rich farmlands, spelling
health, wealth and the happiness pop-
ularly associated with getting back
to .nature, await you out there in the
open country, yours for the taking!™

A perfect pipe dream! It takes
$1,028 worth of supplies to start a
two-mule family farm in the South-
eastern States, without. counting cost
of buildings, land or improvements.
It takes a capital outlay of $2,180 for
a 100-acre farm in the Central Atlan-
tic States. Where’s the jobless work-
er going to get the fare to get out
to the land, or enough food to fol-
low the old proverb: “Live horse till
the grass grows?”

At the same time, one-fourth of the
entire area of the State of Mississippi
went under the auctioneer’s hammer,
sold up for taxes in a single day in
April of this year, making 40,000
farm families homeless because of un-
paid taxes. Taxes, mortgages, loan
sharks, freight rates, produce specu-
lators, banks—“the grass is always
greener farther off”’ especially to col-
lege professor economists who don't
have to go there.
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One contingent of the B.E.F. car-
ried a placard reading:

Hoover blew the whistle,

Mellon rang the bell,

Wall Street gave the signal,

And the country went to Helll

More truth than poetry. But if
Mussolini Waters thinks he can turm
it into Democratic capital, we sug-
gest another verse:

Roosevelt took the throttle,

Then he rang the bell,

Wall Street gave the signal,

And the country stayed in Helll

* % =

Speaking of changing drivers in
midstream, there’s no sense changing
drivers if the new one’s going to ride
you just the same.

* * @

Happy Days For Democrats

It’s all right for the Democrats to
adopt as their campaign song “Happy
Days Are Here Again,” even tho the
election of Roosevelt won’t mean jobs.
for the rest of us, there’ll be a lot of
fourth-class postmasterships and port
collectors ‘berths going to hitherto
unemployed and deserving Demo-.

crats.:
A I I

Essential Civil Servants

Most of the district captains of the
Democratic party in New York City
are on the city payroll. Thousands
of city workers have been fired for
lack of funds, but not one of those
holding a position by virtue. of “po-
litical merit” is among them. It's
clear that their work carnnot be dis-
pensed with since they never do any.
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Latest Quotations From the Bologna
Market

“Hoover has prevented disorders,
upheavals. We have cared for the
needy. We have averted a panic.'The.
nation is tranquil, solvent . . . ”"—Sec-
retary of War i—lu:ley‘:

“The Anglo-French pact is not aim-
ed against any other power.”—Ram-
say MacDonald.

* *

“Manchuria is free.”—Japanese

note to the Lea}.‘gui of Nations,
*

“If the rich pay the taxes they will
control the government. If the poor
pay, the poor will control.”—Ex-
President Coolidge.
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Healing The Well

There is a “new recovery plan in
Hoover’s mind which is to be made
public as soon as improvement sets
in...”

Like administering a new medicine
when the patient gets well.
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They Call On Dumb Animals

You couldn’t persuade a monkey.
to starve in the midst of a banana
grove. No jackass is so dumb that he
would go hungry because there was
too much grass around. But man is
called homo sapiens—the animal that
thinks—or that thinks he thinks.

“Sapiens” is right!

[ 3N A

“Capitalism is on trial.”—Dr Julius
Klein.

“Guilty!” say we, “and give it the
works!” .o ‘

Free Advice

Secretary fof the Interior Pollyanna
Wilbur recently found that the depres-
sion was really a blessing to children
because it compelled their parents to:
fire the servants and give the kids the
benefit of their parental love and
care. Now he has returned from a
tour of the national playgrounds and
he urges the jobless to visit the na-
tion’s parks to build their health,

Just .one trouble, Mr. Wilbur!
Fresh air and outdoor exercise in-
crease the appetite.;

L 2

Stimulating The Imagination

New York City’s Summer schools
are opening classes to teach jobless.
women how to cook. It's too bad that
‘their chance ,of learning the art comes
at a time when they have nothing to:
practice on!

* % %
Piggie’s An Angel Now

They’re asking us -to rejoice be-
cause hogs are going up.- But a ham
sandwich is high enough to be out of

reach already o
B.D. W.
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