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STORM TROOPER HEARST
HAS HIS SAY

ERR HEARST has been sweating

blood in his drive against the
“Reds.” It appears that he has gathered
spirit and vigor for his attack against
the workers from his recent confabs with
Rosenberg, Goering, and Hitler. From
what we have seen of the rivers of ink
poured out in the Nazi press lauding
Hearst ‘we cannot but conclude that
“Der Fuehrer” not only talked politics
but also business with America’s premier
yellow journalist. Hearst’s propaganda
here, especially the flood of Brisbanal-
ities turned against that “fearful fail-
ure,” the Soviet Union, and “government
by the proletariat” as “government by
the feet and not the head” are made in
Fascist Germany.

We challenge Herr Hearst and Bris-
bane, his high-priced calumniator of the
American workers, to tell approximately,
if not exactly, how much goes on the
price tag for the wares they are now
peddling. Surely these worthy 195%
Americans shouldn’t be afraid of “the
truth leaking out.”

THE BAR PROPOSES
A CAREER SYSTEM

HE Bar Association has opened a

campaign for the establishment of
a career system in federal, state and
local service as ‘“the required next step
in the history of American government.”
Persons of high calibre entering govern-
ment work as young men are to be as-
sured that their jobs will be “worthwhile
life work” with distinction and honor.

Not so innocent a proposal and not so
noble a motive do we have here! This
proposal, if accepted, will make the gov-
ernment personnel even less responsive
to the so-called popular will than it is
today. It is simply another move in the
direction of foisting on the U. S. a sys-
tem of permanent hard-boiled govern-
ment bureaucrats, thus further strength-
ening the executive arm of the govern-
ment at the expense particularly of the
legislative arm. This step is patterned
after the notoriously efficient (for the
biggest bankers and industrial magnates)
system of under-secretaries, bureaucrats
who continue in office and are the de-
cisive sections of the government ap-
paratus regardless of which party has
the nominal control of the government.
The British Labor Party can tell of more
than one disastrous experience with the
“career system.”

For Wall Street, such a career system
would be an especially juicy plum in
view of the fact that more than 3,250,000
are now employed in over 175,000 units
of government in the country.

BROWDER IS CONVERTED
TO LABOR PARTY

HESE are days of miracles and rev-

olutionary miracles at that! If
there is no “revolutionary upsurge” in
the country as shrieked by the Daily
Worker, at least, there appears to be
some sort of an upsurge among the top-
most Communist Party leaders.

For years Browder and Foster de-
nounced us of the CPO as “social-fas-
cists” because we advocated the forma-
tion of a Labor Party in the U. S. Only
a couple of months ago, Browder brand-
ed a Labor Party with all the adjectives
that have ever come thru the sewers of
that unholy trinity—the New Masses,
the Daily Worker and the Jewish Frei-
heit. But lo and behold! At the C.P.s
unemployment insurance congress we
hear Browder proclaiming a new faith:
“We Communists are prepared to join
hands, with all our force, all our energy
. . . in the formation of a broad mass
party to carry on this fight into a fight-
ing Labor Party ...”

A significant and “mysterious” con-
version! What about the Party mem-
bers? Why weren’t they taken in on
the secret? Why was there no Party
discussion on this very important prob-
lem? Did the Party membership discuss
this most important right-about-face by
the C.P. in many a moon? How big was
the majority for this Labor Party policy
proposed by the C.P.0.? Oh yes! And
we would appreciate it if General Secre-
tary Browder would refer us to the Par-
ty document or thesis in which the new
Jine for a Labor Party is announced,
examined, analyzed, and defended.

RELIEF FOR THE
BANKERS

ORE than $764, 000,000 have so far

been “lent” to the banks by the
RF.C. Annually the Federal govern-
ment gives the banks about $750,000,000
a year in interest payments on the na-
tional debt. The world’s grandest racket!
Here is how it works. The government
decides to borrow money from the banks.
The banks do not have it available. The
government then deposits or redeposits
some money, that is, really lends the
banks the cash. Then the government
borrows this same cash and pays heavy
interest on it. The real rate of interest
thus grabbed by the bankers we leave
to Einstein to calculate. But where does
the money come from? Who pays for it
in the last resort? Let the President tell
us.
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Five Cents

William J. White

NEW YORK CITY.—William J. White,
well known and beloved Communist, died
here on Monday January 7th, at the
age of 64.

News of his death caused deep grief
among the thousands of communists
among whom he had worked during the
last 15 years of his life. Last respects
have also been paid to Bill White in
messages received from organizations of
coal miners and steel workers in which
he was known for his tireless work
over a period of 35 years.

* * *

The body of Bill White was cremated
Thursday January 10th and the urn
bearing his ashes placed in the Rivera
Hall, at the headquarters of the Com-
munist Party (Opposition) of which he
was an active member to the last day of
his life.
pay their last respects.

On Saturday January 12th several
hundred workers packed Rivera Hall to
honor the memory of this devoted
proletarian fighter. The urn, covered with
the crimson banner to which he devoted
a life-time of labor, was surrounded by
those closest to him in life—the mem-
bers of the National Committee of the
Communist Opposition. Jay Lovestone
spoke for the National Committee laud-
ing his work among the miners and steel
workers of Penna. and Ohio and among
the unemployed in Fort Wayne. He
recalled Bill’'s unswerving loyalty to his

Hundreds of workers came to|!

BILL ...

convictions when the crisis came in the
Communist Party; the stubborness with
which he fought, while in Moscow,
against the paralyzing hand of sectarian-
ism and his loyalty and self-sacrifice in
the difficult task of building the Com-
munist Opposition. The best way, he
said, in which to honor the memory of
Bill White is to continue with even
greater energy the struggle for a
unified, healthy communist movement.
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EUROPE TODAY

By August Thalheimer

REICHSWEHR AGAINST
STORM TROOPS

The reports from Hitler Germany in-
dicate stormy clouds in the upper circles
of the Nazi government. During the past
few weeks thousands of Storm Troop-
ers have been arrested. According to
uncensored reports hundreds of SA and
SS leaders have been shot secretly.

" The direct cause of this tension is the
ever increasing antagonism between the
Reichswehr and the SS. The Reichswehr
demands the disarmament of the SS and
complete subordination to it. The SS is
numerically smaller than the SA but in
all probability outnumbers the Reich-
swehr. It is better armed than the SA
used to be and is composed to a greater
extent of bourgeois elements. During
Christmas week Bendler Street (the seat
of the Reichswehr ministry) was prac-
tically in a state of siege by Reichswehr
troops and the police of Goering. Ob-
viously a putsch of the SS troops
against the Reichswehr was feared; or
at least, they pretended to fear such.
The official reason given by the minister
for propaganda was that suspicious
characters had been seen on the roofs
of the immediate neighborhood of the
Reichswehr ministry. Of course, no one
believes this awkward lie.

STORM TROOPS ARE
DISSATISFIED

The real reason lies in the growing
discontent of the SA and the SS men
with the economic and financial dif-
ficulties. Prices continue to rise. Com-
missar Goerdeler who was to lower
prices has actually caused an increase in
prices. This peculiar commissar against
price increase recently issued a decree
which makes it punishable to sell below
cost. Three reasons account for the rise
in prices in Germany:

1. The policy of raising the prices of
agricultural products. The most impor-
tant foodstuffs sell at a double or triple
price as compared with the world
market. This is the price which the
Nazis must pay for the political sub-
servience of  the Junkers and rich
peasants. The rise in agricultural prices
has become a basic policy of the Nazi
regime which cannot be changed.

2. Armament industries: The prices of
the armament industries are caiculated
by adding the costs of the transforma-
tion of heavy industrial factories into
armament industries. These too cannot

be changed.

3. Substitute products are on the whole
more expensive than imported raw
materials.

As a result of the tremendous costs of
armament the fascist state finds it neces-
sary to abolish the “Plan to create
work” to the extent to which it does not
coincide with the plan of armament. Ob-
viously, the struggle for the division of
the decreasing financial means has al-
ready begun between the Reichswehr and
the Fascist militia. Commissar Goer-
deler himself admitted, in the last few
days, that “purchasing power” in those
fields where there are no state orders
had decreased.

“THERE MUST BE
A CHANGE"

The winged words “There must be a
change,” which before the seizure of
power by the fascists expressed the wil-
lingness of petty bourgeois masses to
support the fascist coup d’etat or at
least prompted them to take a passive

attitude, are heard today in ever wider
circles in Germany.

The Nazis are trying to divert the dis-
content thru a renewed sharp attack on
the Jews. In various places the “old
fighters” have been permitted to pillage
Jewish stores. The sharpened anti-
cultural campaign serves the same pur-
pose.

The decisive factor for the struggle
in Germany is the building of illegal or-
ganizations which will translate into
action the growing broad and intense
discontent.

FRENCH SPORT GROUPS UNITE
AGAINST FASCIST MENACE

In France the reformist and commun-
ist labor sports organizations have re-
united. This is of special significance
now that the fascist organizations are
arming themselves and training them-
selves in the use of arms. The unity of
labor sports leagues is an important
pre-requisite for the formation of united
labor organizations for physical defense
against fascism. Flandin has assured
the reserve officers that they are per-
mitted to keep their revolvers. The entire
bourgeois press agitated against the dis-
armament of reserve-officers in the
interest of their “military” dignity. This
sufficiently indicates the aims of tpe
leading circles of the French bourgeoisie,
which are aggravated by the steady
march of the economic crisis.

(Continucd on Page +)

NEW DEAL BUDGET BOOSTS WAR GOSTS
T0 TWO MILLION IN ARMAMENT RAGE

Roosevelt’s Message To Congress Calls For 900 Million Dollar
Direct Army And Navy Appropriations For 1936;
Per Capita Cost Rises To $7.39

On January 7, 1935, President Roose-
velt submitted to Congress his message
on the National Budget. We are con-
cerned at the moment, not with the
several billion dollar deficit which the
masses of underpaid and half starved
workers and farmers will ultimately have
to pay. Nor are we taking up now the
budgetary forecasts for the Public
Works projects. What interests us at
the moment are the staggering figures

| AUTO WORKERS LICK

LABOR BOARD PLAN

Chevrolet And Cadillac Locals
Follow A. F. of L. Call

By Worker Correspondent

Detroit.

The auto workers in two elections al-
ready held at the Cadillac and Chevrolet
plants indicated that they see through
the scheme of the automobile manufac-
turers to foist upon them and legalize
company urionism in the automobile in-
dustry.

The elections were conducted by the
National Automobile Labor Board head-
ed by Leo Wolman under the principle
of “proportional representation for all
groups.” The representatives elected
were to constitute a works council which
would represent the employees at the
collective bargaining conferences. This
so-called proportional representation
plan is merely a high sounding name
for the already famous “employee re-
presentation plan” which aims to legal-
ize company unionism and establish
division in the ranks of the workers by
maintaining as many “labor” groups as
possible in their plants.

The workers realizing the dangers of
the National Labor Board scheme, in the
majority of cases have refused to com-
mit themselves and designate affiliation
with any union.

In the primary election at the Chev-
rolet plant out of 2781 ballots cast, 1995
were unaffiliated, 328 favored the Chev-
rolet Employees Assn., 209 the A. F. of
L., 208 were blank or void, 76 for
M.E.S.A,, 1 for the Auto Workers

(Continued on Page +)

for outright war preparations. Let the
purblind liberals peruse these figures
before they shout their “Hallelujas” for
our peace loving President. Let them
remember that every dollar in the budget
that goes for “National Defense” means
that many new crosses under which
thousands of our young workers will
moulder in their graves.

Millions For War

Let us look at the figures. The actual
expenses on the War Department and
on National Defense, during the fiscal
year of 1934, was 545 million dollars.
The estimated expense (and that’s al-
ways below the actual figures) for 1935
is 823 million dollars and for 1936 it is
over 900 million dollars. This does not
include budgetary provisions either for
paying for the last war—payments on
liberty bonds, veterans compensation and
hospital upkeep—or indirect expenditures
for war purposes. Within the course
of the next two years the “liberal”
Roosevelt administration will have spent
almost two billion dollars for direct war
preparations—for strengthening the
army and navy. This at a time when 11
million are hungry and starved; when
the “back to the farm” movement, begun
during the first part of the crisis, has
been reversed thru thousands of fore-
closures; when wages are declining and
living costs soaring; when our “good”
President can point to the deficit and say
this is no time for extensive social in-
surance proposals.

What Does It
Mean To You?

Workers are not used to thinking in
terms of millions of dollars but the per
capita figures bring the message home
very forcibly. For our military expenses
in 1934 every man, woman and child
will pay $4.47 in the form of taxes. The
per capita expense for 1935 and 1936,
according to the estimate of our Presi-
dent, is to be $6.75 and $7.39 respective-
ly. That is what the budget means to
you who are unemployed or partly em-
ployed, to you who are barely making a
living.

Get Your Gun, Johnnie

Remember war preparations means
war, so get your gun ready, buddy, our
national honor will demand you give your
life for Wall Street.

COMMUNIST OPPOSITION SUFFERS NEW

TORTURE IN NAZ|

TERROR GAMPAIGN

Mass Arrests In Leipzig, Hamburg and Ruhr Bring Long
Prison Terms To Leaders In Underground Fight Against
Fascist Rule; Nazi Paper Calls CPO “Dangerous”

The past few weeks have witnessed
mass trials of anti-fascists accused of
working for the CPGO in various sec-
tions of Germany. Without exception
all defendants were subjected to terrible
maltreatment by the Gestapo (secret po-
lice). The public was not permitted to
witness the trials; often Nazi papers
were forbidden to print the names of
the condemned. Most of those sentenced
to long prison terms have families suf-
fering from lack of the most elementary
human needs.

In Hamburg 20 anti-fascists were ar-
rested and accused of high treason.
These comrades suffered unspeakable
torture at the hands of the Gestapo.
Pulling out hair and dislocating arms
were on the order of the day. One com-
rade was shut up in a small closet for
30 hours until his legs became swollen
and he could neither walk nor stand.
Another comrade attempted suicide in
order to escape the dreadful ordeal. Af-
ter 9 months of torture these comrades
were sentenced. A report on the trial
appears in the “Hamburger Tageblatt”

under the title of “C.P.0Q.”:

“A new section of the C.P.G. was
formed—the C.P.0.. This is a league
of discontented communists which also
took in all those who had been expelled
from the C.P.G. This group, the so-
called Brandler group, existed before
the German revolution. It was founded
in Russia by those comrades who were
dissatisfied with the Party leadership
and began to ‘plan an important role’
in Germany after the establishment of
the Third Reich. It became a dangerous
organization displaying a great deal of
activity. The chief organ of the C.P.O.
was the Junius letters which were photo-
graphed. In addition, ‘Circular and Edu-
cational letters’ and Foreign Committee
letters were multigraphed and circulat-
ed.

“Twenty members of this organization
are now before the senate courts of
Hamburg which has investigated the ac-
tivities of each individual in great de-
tail, in a three day session, and has
found all but three of the accused guil-
ty under paragraph 2 of the decree of
June 14, 1933. The following are the

Lucienne Bloch and
Stephan Dimitroff

“Revolutionary Art and the Fresco”

Sunday Jan. 20, 8 p. m., 51 W. 14th St.

“Lueders, 2!; year prison term;
Nell 21, year prison term; Ruhnau,
2Y, year prison term; Frieda Boett-
cher, 2 year prison term; Buelow, 2

(Continued on Page 4)
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Accord in Discord

LL the gracious words and sweep-

ing generalities just exchanged be-
tween Laval and Mussolini haven’t
seriously effected the fundamental
Franco-Italian antagonisms. The two
imperialist cliques, fearing the too rapid
rise of a third capitalist plunderer, Ger-
man imperialism, have agreed to dis-
agree but to avoid thoroughgoing con-
sideration of their basic disagreements
for the present.

When one looks into the facts of the
situation he is tempted to agree with
Shakespeare that “Truth had better
deeds than words to grace it.” Stripping
the pegotiations of all the generous
compliments bandied about so lavishly
by these two ‘“gentlemen” in Rome we
find the following rude realities. There
is no special reason to get excited over
the. signing of a ‘“security,” “consul-
tative” or “harmony” pact. Countless
have been conceived and flowered into
magnificent still-births in recent years.
Essentially these pacts only cover on
the surface the trouble brewing at bot-
tom.

It is not the first time that Italy
agrees to “consult” someone on Austria’s
independence. Yes, France has agreed
to give Italy a slice of some African
desert land. Basically the benefits which
will accrue to Italian imperialism from

this territory are dark and dubious. Of
course, it is obvious that Italy is to give
France a little freer but not altogether
free hand in Europe. In return for this
France is to give Italian imperialism
quite a bit of leeway in ravishing Abys-
sinia. This will not tend to weaken the
conflicts between France and Italy in
Africa but only lay the basis for their
aggravation, in that a little later Italian
imperialism will be stronger. Foreign
minister Laval has hastened to stress
that no accord was reached with Mus-
solini as to disarmament. This takes
the heart out of any real value that the

pacts might have had €for Europe
proper.
That those who have called the

Franco-Italian agreement simply “bally-
hoo” are not far from wrong is most
forcefully illustrated by this incident.
The morning after Laval returned to
Paris from his successful sojourn in
Rome the French cabinet publicly and
officially declared that it had decided to
accept Italy’s naval “challenge” by
ordering a 35,000 ton battle ship in this
year’s building program. Foreign Minis-
ter Laval scarcely had time to catch his
breath before the Comite des Forges
had him announce that in Rome “he had
avoided discussion of Italy’s two 35,000
ton battle ships and of naval parity in
general.” Laval further states that he
“had feared the controversial possibil-
ities.”

One might as well try to kindle fire

with snow as to establish substantial and
lasting peace between the imperialist
competitors. Italy has come in some-
what late. The Italian imperialists are
now trying to catch up. This is a tough
job. They are maneuvering, now with
one, then with another. For the moment
g00-goo eyes are being made in the
direction of the Bank of France. There
is plenty of gold in those vaults. Italian
fascism is in desperate crisis. Democratic
France is pledged to help it.

Nazi Germany naturally is disturbed.
What will Italian imperialism finally
do? Whichever gang of capitalist rob-
bers pays the highest price will have it
as a partner in the coming war. Despite
unbridgeable antagonism and deepgoing
discord between French and Italian im-
perialism it would appear that the
French capitalists will be able to pay
the higher price. These are the only
types of accord that can and are being
reached today by the big powers amongst
themselves. Such accord can only breed
serious discord and can only serve to
ignite the powder magazine that is

Europe.

Stage and Screen

By Robert Arthur

From discussion in these columns it
might appear that there are no plays
which shed light on our social structure
free from attack by the bourgeois critic.
This is by no means true. Such plays
have often received a ready welcome.
Indeed, they are bluntly put down as
things to see, altho an analysis of their
major result if not their major purpose
might have called forth a critic’s ode to
prejudice. Of late, in fact, the Broad-
way woods have been full of them. Such
dramaturgy as Melvin Levy’s, “Gold
Eagle Guy” and Totheroh and O’Neill’s
“Mother Lode” attempt to expose ship-
ping and silver, respectively, in a man-
ner calculated to disturb even a hard-
ened liberal.

To us, of course, their existence on
Broadway at all is indicative of a trend.
Not really actively revolutionary, they
nevertheless throw a clearer light upon
the nature of capitalistic growth and
decay and as such have tremendous im-
portance. More successfully executed,
these materials could have been served
up as Broadway fare for the winter of
1934-1935, and would have been bought
in large quantities at regular prices!
It is no accident tifat the exposure of
great holes in the capitalist economy has
become the subject of our drama, and
that Broadway, surfeited with meaning-
less titillations, grabs at more substan-
tial fodder. If this proves to be straw,
insufficient to break the camel’s back,
perhaps all the fault is not with the
camel! When plays are written with
more knowledge of playwrighting we
will have an enkindling drama of social
importance which no false theories of
projection can down.

It is indeed unfortunate that in fol-
lowing the career of Robert Dollar, in
the saga of “Gold Eagle Guy” Button,
so inadequate a play was written to do
it. As you trace the history of the man
from his origins to his death you are
made continually aware of the experi-
mentation of both the author and the
director. both of whom, hot for uncer-
tainties, have given us an exceedingly
dusty answer. Melvin Levy may have
understood the significance of Robert
Dollar and his enterprises, but he did
not write a real play about it. The
Group Theatre, in turn, exhibited a pro-
duction theory, rather than a definitive
production.

“Gold Eagle Guy,” thru the career of
a shipping master on the Pacific Coast
is another exhibit in the long list of
those which show most clearly the evils
of the “success pattern.” It is the story
of the monster who thru the efficiency
of his energy, and the deficiency of his

conscience, gratifies his insatiable ambi-

tion, and rise from the ill kept sailor
of an 1862 barrom to become, thru sue-
cessive feats of gargantuan skulldug-
gery, a modern industrialist of great
power. It is a tale told not entirely
without humor, yet it is a singularly un-
moving piece of theatrical handicraft.

Having changed his allegiance from
the Moscow Art Theatre to the Vach-
tangow Theatre in midseason, as one
might change horses in midstream,
without recognizing the dangers usually
attendant upon the latter feat, the
director of “Gold Eagle Guy” has
related a theatrical aspect not complete-
ly naturalistic, to the script at hand.
And, while the effects of a summer in
Moscow upon a winter in New York are
always interesting as theory, functioning
directorially they might be shown to less
obvious but more pertinent advantage.
In other words, it takes more than a
constructivist set, two stairways, and
erudition to make a theatrical produc-
tion. Few intelligent commercial
managers would have made the mistake
that has been made here. The obvious
poverty of both the construction of the
play and its writing would have been
remedied at least in part, before a
director was let loose upon its manifold
complexities. And even the something
more than intellectualization would be
necessary, for outward forms interest-
ingly displayed, altho they do not serve
the integral unity of a play, have no
more theatrical value than a setting in
Macy’s window. In scene after scene a
whole parade of actors measure their
ideas with their “roles,” and, finding the
latter wanting, do some disastrous
elaboration. As a result the scenes have
no focal point and one can watch any-
thing on the stage and find it all in-
dividually interesting, but insufficient to
hold one’s attention. Once again a
director’s theories have washed away the
theatre’s requisite background of emo-
tion and left it sterile.

“Mother Lode,” without the intel-
lectual appointments of “Gold Eagle
Guy” but covering the same period and
similar ideas, except in silver rather
than shipping, is ideologically juvenile
enough to be funny, and in its meret-
ricious way, annoying. A most cogent
reason for its failure is that while its
ideas are the result of a recent revision
of Totheroh’s original script, by George
O’Neill, they are superimposed upon it
with all the delicacy of a load of bricks
falling on the pavement.

Nevertheless the mere presence of
even unassimilated ideas upon Broadway
is indicative of a trend. Things, indeed,

Books of the Age

By

HACIENDA, by Katherine Anne Por-
ter. Edition limited to 895 copies, Har-
rison of Paris, 362 Fifth Ave, New
York. 81pp. $3.00.

A slender, finely made volume consti-
tuting a rather long, slightly novelized
and insubstantial essay in exquisitely
polished prose. As delicately wrought as
filigreed silver, it catches all the subtler
colors and overtones of Mexican upper-
class life, of the old Mexico which has
not changed in substance despite all the
vainly spent blood of two decades and
all the shining revolutionary phrases.

Katherine Anne knows her Mexico.
She has lived in it, wandered up and
down its arid plateaus and fertile val-
leys, slept in its haciendas, studied with
watchful, note-taking eyes its scenes
and people.

The “I” of the almost eventless tale
that binds together the author’s impres-
sions, visits an old-fashioned pulque
hacienda where the Russian Uspensky is
shooting a picture. Despite an abstract
disavowal on the fly-leaf, there is ob-
vious suggestion of the ill-fated Eisen-
stein venture. The story implies, as an
unprejudiced survey of the film does
also, that the justly reviled Sol Lesser
was not the sole cause of the defects of
Thunder over Mexico. At any rate the
Uspensky of the tale is handicapped by
rumor—aupper class Mexico is a vast and
labyrinthine whispering gallery—ham-
strung by officious “assistance” in seeing
‘“all the most beautiful, significant and
characteristic things in the national life
and soul”; and above all by a political-
ly impossible agreement that “un-
beautiful” scenes of contemporary social
oppression were to be so filmed as to
make it seem “that all this really hap-
pened in the time of Diaz, and that all
this has been swept away by the revolu-
tion.” With such an understanding, and
there is evidence pointing at such an
understanding, small wonder that the
Russian photographer never finished his
work and that Lesser rushed in where
Eisenstein feared to tread.

The movie expedition gives Miss Por-
ter an opportunity to introduce us to the
feudal hacendado who still claims own-
ership of his peons; his slender, feline
wife, childlike and avid of excitement;
the insufferable and incurable American
tourist who will never learn to know the
language or the customs or the foods or
the people and never loses his sense of
injury that the country should be in-
habited by “foreigners”; the muddle-
headed, up-rooted Mexican middle-class
dilletante with his strange chop-suey of
theosophy and Yankee success-philo-
sophy; the ambitious politician who has
turned “revolution” into a private mint
for the lining of his own purse; and the
simple, laughter-and-excitement loving,
death-friendly Mexican peon, still en-
slaved and still unresisting under his
yoke.

Every one seems to be there in this
little essay—every one, that is, except
the new Mexican, the worker, the al-

Bertram D. Wolfe

ready half-awakened peasant, types that
do not fit in with old Hacienda-Mexico,
types that are still a minority and were
not easy for Katherine Anne Porter to
meet up with or to comprehend or to
cateh in her silver-filigreed prose, but
these are the ones who will end the

Mexico of Eisenstein’s film and Miss

Porter’s book and Cardenas’ or Calles’s

cynical revolutionary phrase, and create

a new Mexico where the masses will

come into their own.

L ]

ONE HELL OF A BUSINESS, by H. C.
Engelbrecht, Robt. McBride & Co.
95pp. $1.00.

A summary in convenient form of the
striking revelations resulting from the
investigations of the Nye Committee,
investigating the American munitions in-
dustry. The use of “palm oil” to aid
sales, the role of the United States navy,
the King of England as munitions sales-
man, an American missionary as a
vendor of salvation and poison gas, the
actiyities of men like Zaharoff and the
Duponts—the lid has barely been lifted
a fraction of an inch from a stinking
devil’s brew. A few pages of interpreta-
tion at the end, in which the co-author
of “Merchants of Death” barely lifts the
lid another crack, yet, at least, has the
courage and clarity to declare:

“If nationalization (of the muni-
tions industry) is looked upon as the
guarantee of peace, a sad awakening
will probably be in store for those
who put their trust in this measure.
... As long as capitalism and nation-
alism use the arms industry as an
instrument for continuing imperialist
wars, it makes little difference
whether the manufacture of arms re-
mains in private hands or becomes a
government monopoly.”

R

FRENCH NATIONALISM IN 1789 AC-
CORDING TO THE GENERAL
CAHIERS, by B. F. Hyslop. Colum-
bia University Press. $3.75.

Performs the remarkable feat of going
thru the cahiers of the thrilling year
1789 without communicating even a
solitary breath of excitement, and dis-
cusses French nationalism without dis-
tinguishing in the slightest between the
progressive role of nationalism during
the French Revolution and its reaction-
ary role today, nor penetrating beneath
the texts of the cahiers to the class
forces that shaped the demand for na-
tional economic unity in 1789. Miss
Hyslop probably got her Ph. D. for this,
but the real “credit” goes to her Profes-
sor, Carlton J. H. Hayes, on whose defini-
tion of nationalism she bases her study.
A nationality, says Prof. Hayes, is “a
group of people who speak either the
same language or closely related
dialects, who cherish common historical
traditions, and who constitute or think
they constitute a distinet cultural so-
ciety.” If the distinguished author of
“Essays on Nationalism” overlooks the
element of a common economy, what are
we to expect from his pupils?

Between HAMMER
And ANVIL

A FUNNY DARKY STORY
FROM THE OLD SOUTH

Marianna, in Jackson County, Florida,
is one of those pleasant, sleepy South-
ern towns, with a county court-house, a
few stores, picturesque loafers sunning
themselves in the “Plaza”.and a high
percentage of illiteraqy.

But Marianna is far from being a dull
place. It has its own amusements
springing out of the ancient culture of
the old South. This is a story about a
gay party in Marianna which furnished
fun to the men, women and children of
the town for days. Because everybody
has such a good time we think it’s a
good anecdote to tell in a‘humor column.
Really, you’ll laugh and laugh and laugh.

IT SEEMS THERE WAS A
COLORED BOY NAMED CLAUDE

Lola Cannidy, a twenty year old white
girl, living with her parents on a farm
near Greenwood, Florida, was found
choked to death on Oct. 19. Claude Neal,
a young negro, neighbor of the Can-
nidys, was arrested for the murder.

For seven days after his arrest Claude
was shifted from jail to jail. But the
good burghers of Marianna wanted to
have their party so they kept chasing
Neal all over Florida and finally to
Alabama where the obliging sheriff had
placed him in the lockup at Brewton,
a tiny town affording no protection at
all against 2 mob. So a hundred merry
makers drove to Brewton, took Neal
out of jail and hurried back to Marian-
na.

Marianna was not snobbish about the
affair. “All the white people in South-
ern Alabama and Northern Florida”
were invited, every newspaper in Amer-
ica carried an announcement on Oct 26,
invitations were broadcast from a local
radio station. About seven thousand
people turned out for the lynching, com-

are looking up!

ing from all over the old South. So

large was the crowd, in fact, that the
actual performance had to be staged
privately with just a few hundred inti-
mate friends and relatives present to
prevent anyone being injured in the
crush.

“COME AND BRING
THE KIDDIES”

To be fully enjoyed the story of what
happened to Claude Neal has to be
told by an eyewitness. Here is the tale,
quoted directly: “After taking the
nigger to the woods about four miles
from Greenwood they cut off his penis.
He was made to eat it. Then they cut
off his testicles and made him eat them
and say he liked it.

“Then they sliced his sides and
stomach with knives and every now and
then somebody would cut off a finger or
toe. Red hot irons were used to burn
him from top to bottom. From time to
time a rope tied about his neck and he
was pulled up over a limb until he
almost choked to death. When he would
be let down, it would begin again.
After several hours they decided to
just kill him.”

After “just killing” Claude Neal his
body was dragged behind a car to the
Cannidy home where the gallery was
waiting. Women and little kids from
the neighborhood were waiting with
sharpened sticks to stick in the body.
Just to have souvenirs of their gay time
the citizens chopped off more fingers and
toes. Today these are among the most
highly prized possessions of many a
happy home in Marianna.

AND SO TO BED
TIRED BUT HAPPY

Late at night the enthusiastic merry
makers took the bloody piece of meat
that had been Claude Neal and hung it
in the court-house square in Marianaa.
An energetic locad photographer tock a
picture and did a thriving business sell-
ing prints, presumably to those disap-
pointed persons who couldn’t get a
finger or toe.

Next day the enthusiasts wanted to
continue the party. Marianna was the
scene of a day long riot, with the
citizens searching out and beating all the

Negroes in town. On Saturday after-
noon, however, Governor Sholtz sent the

TRADE UNION
NOTES

By George F. Miles

NO HARM IN
REPEATING

We have said on a number of occasions
that the present shift in trade union pol-
icy by the Communist Party does not
necessarily carry with it the repudiation
of dual unionism. Nor, we say, is it a
guarantee against a new outbreak of
the same disease, at some later, more
propitious moment. But here a Party
functionary, sympathetic to our trade
union line, expresses his opinion that we
are unjust to the Party in making such
assumptions (see his letter in this issue)
We are forced therefore to bolster our
previous articles with some excerpts
from Comrade Stachel himself.

STACHEL WRITES
“1F” HISTORY

“If all the unions of the TUUL were
really mass organizations, we would not
put the question (return to A. F. of L.—
G.F.M.) as we do today.” So says Com-
rade Stachel in the November Commu-
nist. Can you not see, Comrade Party
functionary, the full implication of this
statement—the implication that liquida-
tion is occurring only where the A. F. of
L. organization has driven thie TUUL
from the field. To attribute to the lead-
ership a complete change of heart, on
the basis of present developments, is to
disarm ourselves when the danger is
still present.

JACK STILL PREFERS
THE TUUL UNIONS

Again it is Stachel writing: ‘it is bet-
ter to have 10,000 workers in the TUUL
than in the A. F. of L. provided the
10,000 are not isolated from the hun-
dreds.” This he says was the reason
for building TUUL unions. Has com-
rade Stachel, as head of the TUUL,
learned something from his experience
of being a revolutionary undertaker for
so many TUUL unions? Has he at last
learned that under the existing circum-
stances it is impossible not to be iso-
lated if you have TUUL unions? Has
e realized the trials and privations
which dual unionism brings with it to
the workers? Has he? No he has not,
for he continues to say that in some in-
dustries the TUUL still has strength
and “These unions must be built as
models for all workers, including those
in the A. F. of L.”

Is it not clear to you, comrade, that
as long as these theories persist, just so
long will the menace of dual unionism
remain and equally long must be the
period in which it is fought?

INDEPENDENT FEDERATION
OF LABOR LIVES ON

“With the growth of the independent
unions stopped and with the changed
situation regarding the TUUL unions, it
is evident that although we retain the
slogan (The Independent Federation of
Labor), we cannot use it immediately.
From this it follows that this slogan is
too powerful a slogan to play around
with now when the conditions do not call
for immediate action, although it must
be kept in mind by us.”

These also are Stachel’s words, from
his report to the Central Committee
(November Communist). It is not im-
portant that this “powerful slogan”
never was anything else but a grandiose
dream in the minds of the Party lead-
ers, what is important is that even when
the party leaders are forced to recog-
nize, in their infrequent moments of
wakefulness, its lack of substantial real-
ity they mnevertheless toy with the
thought of its possible metamorphosis
into something real and potent.

Why? Because they still do not stand
upon the bed rock of a firm Leninist
trade union line; because they still look
upon the trade unions as enemy-class
organizations; because, though entering
the trade unions in some cases, they
have still not given up the dream of a
resurgence of dual unionism; because
they are still playing at the utopian
game of building “model” unions.

NO WISH-THINKING
IS PERMISSIBLE

We must not permit our wishes to
blur our vision. Such is the case today
no matter what you or we may wish.
What’s to be done? Nothing but what
we are doing. We must continue tc
mercilessly criticize the course of the
Party, in order to speed the process of
clarification %und conviction. We are
certain that in so doing we are hastening
the process of communist unity; hasten-
ing the process of rehabilitation of the
cause of Communism in the eyes of large
masses of workers, who have been re-
pelled by the theories and practices of
dual unionism.

National Guard and the party was final-
ly over. Hereafter Governor Sholtz
should read the papers more carefully.
Perhaps then it will not take him thirty-
seven hours to find out that a lynching
is taking place in his state.

Now Marianna is again a sleepy
Southern town with picturesque loafsrs
sunning themselves on the Plaza. But
now they have something to talk about.
Marianna had its party.

—THE BLACKSMITH

WORKERS AGE
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Fathér Co:lghlin - Ho-ardér,
Labor Hater, Jew Baiter

Radio Priest, Inflation Advocate, Revealed As Silver Specu-
lator; Proudly Boasts That Million Dellar Shrine Of
Little Flower Was Built With Scab Labor

By JIM CORK

In his address on Armistice Day,
November 11, 1934, Father Cqughlin set
down a 16 plank program as a proposed
basis for his organization, The Nation-
al Union For Social Justice. With that
he ceased to be merely a voice and be-
came a political organizer. The jour-
ney from religious oracle to political
manipulator was now complete.

. A Talented

Demogog

Let no one underestimate the talents
that go into this job of social smoke-
'screening: the social demogogey, the
skillful use of wisps of middle class
radicalism, the mystic fervor all serve
to dissipate the rising resentment en-
gendered by the crisis, all go to stamp
Father Coughlin as a focal point of re-
action. The publication of the program
for the National Union of Social Jus-
tice has now made this especially ex-
plicit. But let us first take up the color-
ful career of this “fighter for social
Jjustice”.

He Reaps A
Rich Harvest

Undoubtedly, thousands of innocents
still fondly idealize Father Coughlin as
the humble rank and file priest walking
alone with his God, thundering forth
pronouncements of outraged social jus-
tice from Mt. Sinai. Such innocent il-
lusions can flourish only in places pro-
foundly ignorant of “earthly” shady
dealings and the general social import
of the Father’s message.

The myth of the lone oracle speaking
humbly to the world thru his own con-
gregation, has long since been liquidat-
ed, if ever it existed even in the imag-
ination of the Father himself. His own
congregation of the Little Flower has
long since stopped hearing him. A
couple of substitute priests can attend
to that little job. For the Father, him-
self, only the most modern and high-
powered methods suffice, for his pro-
nouncements and incidentally only, of
course, for donations. And what a pay-
ing proposition it has been. Enough to
pay for his own radio network $14,000
a week; enough to pay for his hundreds
of employes, clerical help, etc.; enough
to have paid for a church costing almost
a million dollars, and incidentally to
leave the Father himself rather well
placed in earthly goods,

His Pockets Are
Silver Lined

One can mention by way of illustra-
tion one small item only of $250,000
worth of silver, held on speculative mar-
gin (in the name of his secretary Amy
Collins, for obvious reasons). And there-
by hangs an important little tale which
reveals many things. It involves not
only the Father himself but his alma
mater, the Catholic Church. In view of
the 500,000 ounces of silver; one can the
more easily understand his fulminations
on the money question, his plea for in-
flation generally (the Catholic Church,
as a great corporate organization of
wealth, was hard hit by the deflation in
gold currency) as well as his plea for
governmental purchase and coining of
silver at high prices and on an exten-
sive scale. Came the demogogic outery
against the bankers (i.e. the gold breth-
ren).

Froths At The Mouth
Against The Jews

Notice further the characteristic anti-
gemitic slant given meaningfully in these
anti-semitic times, with anti-semitism in
the U. S. a trail blazer for Fascism.
The international banking deviltry be-
come the Jewish Bankers, the Roth-
schilds, Warburg’s etc. The evils of
capitalism (and only the evils must be
purged, not capitalism itself, which is
good) become identical with the Jews.
Not the Morgans, Rockefellers or Fords
but the Jews. Can this possibly be ex-
plained partly by the fact that the Fa-
trer has received donations from the
Morgans, Rockefellers and Fords, either
directly or thru their agents? On the
silver lobbying bloc, where the Father
did yeoman service for “Unearthly”
jdealists, in the Committee for the Na-
tion, as well as elsewhere (it would take
us too far afield from our present pur-
pose to go into their ramifications) he
has worked together with many who
have since found their way quite natur-
ally into the advance guard of Fascism,
heralding its desired birth, the -Khaki
Shirts, the Silver Shirts, the Crusaders,
etc. Yes, the Father’s silver crusade re-
venls many things. We begin to see
clearly with which forces he is lined up.
Let us examine a little further.

A Labor Hater
Of The First Water

The Father has thundered about the
rights of the laboring mases and the
poor. Yet his brazen anti-labor record
js potorious. So much so that even at
the A. F. of L. convention of 1933 a reso-
Jution was introduced by the Internation-
al Typographical Union, which includes
many Roman Catholic workers, brand-
ing the Father as a hypocrite, unfair

Suceess of CPO Is
Tribute to Gross

By B. BARATZ

Four years have gone by since the
death of Aaron Gross, who was among
our leading and best trade union fight-
ers. These four years have been full of
momentous events in our untiring effort
to bring about a change in the trade
union line of the Communist Party. We
can safely say that altho there is a
difficult road yet to be traveled before
complete unity can be- achieved, yet a
beginning in this direction has been
made.

Aaron Gross is not with us today to
see the things he fought for—a unified
trade union movement—and tle things
he fought against—the splitting of the
trade unions and the isolation of the
Communist Party—realized in both
cases. For there are stronger and more
unified trade unions than wh.n be died,
and the dual unions, against which he
fought, have collapsed and are rapidly
being disowned by their very builders.

* * *

We recall that Gross was in the
delegation from the U.S.A. to the Fourth
Congress of the R.ILL.U. where the
policy of dual unionism was first pro-

AARON GROSS

posed by Lozovsky. He, together with
the majority of the American delegates,
fought. hard against these proposals.
Defeated at this Congress Gross, as a
disciplined communist, began to carry
sut that policy but adhered to his right
to voice his protest and opposition
against the policy of splitting the
unions.

When the crisis came in the Commun-
ist Party, when it became impossible to
fight within the Communist Party for a
change of policy, he placed convictions
above all else and took his place beside
Lovestone, Zimmerman and others, help-
ing to found what is now the Com-
munist Party Opposition. To the last
day of his life he was an active fighter
in the ranks of the C.P.O.

* * *

Especially the fur workers will cherish
the memory of Aaron Gross since, as a
fur worker, he gave the best years of
his life to the building of a powerful
union. His leadership in Jthe great
strike of 1926 still stands as a model of
militant trade union leadership. Untiring
were his efforts in the struggle against
burocracy and gangsterism on the one
hand and later also against sectarian
isolation thru dual unionism. It was in
the course of the struggle against
burocracy and gangsterism that an at-
tempt upon his life was made. He
recovered but the wounds inflicted
brought his early death.

* * *

On this fourth anniversary, the mili-
tant and progressive fur workers can
best honor the memory of Comrade Gross
by continuing the struggle in which he
played so leading a role; by intensifying
the work of cleansing the fur workers
union of all corrupt and burocratic ele-
ment; by eradicating dual unionism
from the industry; by building a power-
ful and militant union in the industry.

to labor. The resolution reads in part:
“Father Coughlin persisted in the
policy of securing the publishing of
his weekly radio talk and other print-
ed matter in non-union printing of-
fices. . . He is engaged at the
present time in the erection of a new
edifice at Royal Oak in which he has
publicly announced that the so-called
open shop will prevail and whereon
building trades mechanics are being
employed as skilled labor at unskilled
labor wages. This manifest hostility
to organized labor and union wages

manifested by the Rev. Coughlin n

his own activities as employer . . .

ete.”

It was further no accident tlat the
Father has vociferously suppo:ted for
the most part, Roosevelt and .he New
Deal misery program for the masses.
His services here were quite properly
recognized for what they tried to do,
by the Father’s Cathotic confreres. Says,

The
ECONOMIC WEEK

The most outstanding thing of the
week was the president’s budget message
to Congress demanding 81% billions for
the fiscal year of 1936." The N. Y.
Times reports that “the president—made
it clear that every effort had been and
would be made to arrive at a balanced
budget and he appeared confident that
a progressive reduetion is to be hoped
for as business gets more actively into
the - picture.” Which means that the
government hopes to avoid the crushing
nature of the accumulating deficits thru
the return of business to prosperity—a
nebulous basis of hope to say the least!

Commodity prices continue to rise
sharply. The Annalist interprets the
trend as follows:“—the increase consists
mainly of the predicted rise in livestock,
presaging higher living costs, demands
for higher wages and hence more labor
troubles.” This is paralleled by the
fact that “food prices advanced sharply
last week to the highest level since late
1930” (Barron’s Financial Weekly).

Unemployment increased to the pre-
sent total of over 11 million (AFL
estimate).

The very moderate Securities Ex-
change Commission received a 50% de-
crease in its appropriations by the House
Appropriation Committee. “It is general-
ly believed that the real reason is to be
found in the activities of over-the
counter traders” (N. Y. Post, Jan. 10,

1935).
—ECONOMIST

his all to the cause of labor.

New ,Castle, Pa.

the delegation sent to the Comintern

from head to toe.

By BERTRAM D. WOLFE

The solution of the race problem in
the Southern United States demands the
joint organization into unions of the
mass of black and white workers and the
development of a mass struggle of Negro
and white workers and farmers for no-
thing less than complete social, political
and economic equality of the races. This
was the conclusion of the Negro-White
Conference recently held in the heart of
the South, at Raleigh, North Carolina,
a conclusion all the more startling when
we consider that all of the 20 odd dele-
gates, black and white, participating in
the conference were of Southern birth
with the exception of the writer.

The Conference on Social and Econo-
mic Aspects of the Race Problem was
called by the International Student Ser-
vice. Perhaps its connection with the
student field led to the inviting of
younger men—whatever the cause, the
conference represented a breath of fresh
air in a field of stuffy closed-parlor dis-
cussion, represented the hopeful future
in a field long dominated by the hope-
less past.

x % %

The conference expressed a mnewly
developed viewpoint in the “New South,”
a South that is really developing some-
thing new due to the profound strue-
tural changes in economy and class rela-
tions that industrialization is bringing

(Continued on Page 4)

about. The viewpoint goes far beyond

w
Nat’l Committee Statement

On Death of Bill White

It is with immeasurable grief that we announce the death of Comrade
William J. White on January 7, 1935.

Comrade White died a loyal communist, a devoted proletarian revolu-
tionist, a tireless fighter on the firing line for the working class.

In the death of Comrade White or “Bill”, as he was known to thousands
of steel workers and coal miners, not only the Communist movement but
the entire working class suffers a tragic loss.

Bill’s life and record in the revolutionary labor movement were exem-
plary and inspiring—a model for all workers.
of unlimited sacrifice, of unquestioned and unquestionable loyalty; of giving
Comrade White was a first-line revolutionist
battling for the working class cause as the cause of humanity.

Bill was born on February 11, 1871, of working class parentage. He
entered the steel mills at a very early age and became a most active mem-
ber of the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers in
In 1899 Comrade White joined the Socialist Labor Party
but he found it hidebound in its sectarianism and left it to join the Socialist
Party. For many years he served as secretary of the Socialist Party of
New Castle. After the sabotage of the St. Louis anti-war resolution by the
reformist leadership, Comrade White left the Socialist Party to join the
ILW.W. Bill was won for the Communist movement by Lenin’s admonition
to American revolutionists to work within the reactionary unions.
Comrade White joined the underground Communist Party.

In the Communist Party Bill rose rapidly to become a member of its
Central Committee and Political Buro.

our Party to resist the imposition of the ultra-left sectarian line and leader-
ship. Thruout the controversy in Moscow, as well as thruout the struggle
of the C.P.0O. for correct tactics and communist unity, Comrade White was
firm in principle and vigorous in action. He became a member of the Na-
tional Committee and Political Buro of the C.P.O.
“Bill” was especially active in organizing the unemployed in Fort Wayne,
Indiana and the steel workers in the Mahoning Valley of Ohio.

Comrade White was a genuine American proletarian rebel who learned
from the daily struggles as well as from studies how to become a Bolshevik
Bill’s whole life is symbolic of the development of the
Ameerican revolutionary class movement.

Comrade White is no longer with us.
votion and self-sacrifice is a glowing inspiration to us all in our loyalty
to the proletariat, to the class for whem “Bill” lived, fought and died.

e ]

Raleigh Conference Calls
For Full Racial Equality

Slugging and Sectarianism

Mark Insurance Congress

CPO Delegates Beaten Up In Aftérnoon For Labor Party
Leaflet; Earl Browder Reports Communist Party In
Favor Of Proposal On Evening Of Same Day

By ALBERT BELL

“Brothers and Sisters of the A. F. of
L, I am a member of Dressmakers
Local 22 but like many of you, not a
delegate from my Union. I am here,
however, as an official delegate from the
Communist Party (Opposition).” The
entire A.F.L. delegation rose to a man
and shouted, “Sit down, Renegade!”

This happened at “Subsession A.F.L.”
of the National Congress on Unemploy-
ment and Social Insurance at Washing-
ton, held January 5, 6, 7. This charac-
terizes the narrow nature of the con-
ference, all the ballyhoo of the Creden-
tials Committee, Daily Worker and the
usual sprinkling of liberal speakers not-
withstanding.

The conference had about 2500 dele-
gates present, representing the usual
Communist Party and Party controlled
organizations. There were present also
a good number of Socialist Party mem-
bers who in some few cases represent-
ed S.P. branches. There was also a
sprinkling of A.F.L. unions officially re-
presented, but the vast majority of the
307 so-called A.F.L. delegates were re-
presentatives of left wing opposition
groups, shop committees, and chiefly
individuals who are A.F.L. members.
But even if all the 807 were official
delegates from A.F.L. unions it would

His was a life of devotion,

Then

Comrade White was a member of
by the Sixth National Convention of

In the last two years

But his life of communist de-

the “good white folks,” “hat-in-hand-
Negro” relationships of the Interracial
Commissions, far beyond the “prepare-
the-Negro-for-his-place-in-society” mis-
sion of the Urban League, far beyond
even the liberal, “respectful” campaigns
for civil liberties of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of the
Colored People. The conference did not
talk of “advancement,” it talked of
equality. It did not look to liberals, or
“leaders” of both races, or “men of good
will” to wring their hands at “glaring”
instances of racial oppression and in-
justice. It began an examination of the
only driving force that can accomplish
its vast aims, the mass of poor whites
and Negroes, the workers and farmers
of the South. Its conclusions were the
analog on the Southern field of that
famous dictum: “The emancipation of
the working class is the work of the
working class itself.” It laid plans to
aid in their organization. It analyzed the
class roots of racial oppression and the
class forces that can serve as the driving
force for its elimination.

* % *

The main report at the conference was
given by Prof. W. O. Brown, who teaches
sociology and “race problems” at the
University of Cincinnati. Prof. Brown,
a white of Southern birth, fearlessly
analyzed the vested interest of the white
ruling class in the Negro’s subordina-

simply emphasize the extreme narrow-
ness of the A.F.L. base of this Naticnal
Conference.

“Where Are The
A. F. of L. Unions?”

Herbert Benjamin mournfully bewail-
ed this fact. “Where,” he asked, “are
the thousands of A.F.L. unions who en-
dorsed the Lundeen Bill but who did not
see fit to send delegates to this Con-
gress?” Benjamin, the Secretary of the
Congress, consoled himself for the ab-
sence of the trade unions by calling at-
tention to the difference in the character
of this gathering from the Hunger
Marches of past years. The crisis has
reached broader strata of the population
now and more and more groups are
feeling its effects, so the Congress has
a large number of social workers, white
collar workers, and other petty bour-
geois elements present. These people
did not participate in the Hunger
Marches. They are here now. Welcome
additions, but small consolation for the
absence of the organized proletariat.

The Trade Union session was a living
picture of how the Communist Pzirty
works in the A.F.L. and what it is do-
ing for trade union unity. The session
was split, just as the Party has been
splitting the Trade Unions. The A.F.L.
people were kept on the right of the
balcony under the guidance of Louis
Weinstock, the delegates from the dead
and dying TUUL unions together with
a few “independent” unions met on the
left of the balcony to listen to Pat
Toohey. And Jack Stachel acted as the
connecting link.

Hooliganism Runs
Rampant

Needless to say that the CPO delegates
got no opportunity to speak. Herbert
Benjamin threatened to throw the writer
over the balcony, but reconsidered the
matter when he discovered that he
would have to come along with him.
Jack Arthur, a CPO delegate from Bal-
timore was physically attacked in the
presence of Earl Browder. And only the
threat of wide publicity of the manner in
which the Rank and File Committee
fights for and practices Union democ-
racy, brought Louis Weinstock to his
senses long enough to step the hocligan-
ism for the time being. All CPO dele-
gates were accused of being stool
pigeons and police spies, not by “in-
nocent Democrats” as Mike Gold would
have us believe, but by Party members
who were determined that only the of-
ficial voice of the CP should be heard
and none other.

The climax to the hooliganism practic-
ed by the Party at this Congress came
on the second day of the Congress. The
CPO delegates had submitted (under the
greatest difficulties) two resolutions to
the Resolutions Committee. One was an
appeal to base the struggle for Unem-
ployment Insurance on the Trade Unions
and the other called for a Labor Party
based on the Trade .Unions and other
workers’ organizations. The CPO dele-
gates began distributing these resolu-
tions. They were immediately set upon
by a howling mob with shouts of
“counter revolutionary,” “renegade,”
“stool pigeon,” etc. Little Comrade
Dorothy Dare, frail but brave, fought
to save her leaflets. She was beaten
and kicked unconscious. Only the pre-
sence of a fireman who carried her to
the first aid room (?) saved her life.
There they refused to call an ambulance
and finally brought in some one who
said he was a doctor, but who did no-
thing but ask Dorothy “How are you?”
In the meantime, sadistic gloating over
her suffering became the sport of the
delegates. Bernard Ades, Party mem-
ber and lawyer of Baltimore, constitut-
ed himself a guide to those who wanted
to see how a “renegade looked after she
had gotten what she deserved.” And
even Mike Gold came in to see the “stool
pigeons,” perhaps in order to “Change
the World.” Finally we were ejected
by force from the hall and warned not
to come back.

Browder Springs
A Surprise

We were beaten up in the afternoon
for distributing a resolution advocating
a Labor Party based on the trade
unions. In the evening, Earl Browder
sprung the big surprise of the Con-
gress. Without previous notice to Party
members, (it is said that Izzy Amter was
still arguing against a Labor Party as
late as 5:30 P. M. that day), Barl Brow-
der announced that the Communist
Party is in favor of a Labor Party based
on the trade unions. The only applause
that this change of line received was
from CPO delegates who had escaped
the beatings in the afternoon. Perhaps
Browder recognized that after all this
was only a Party gathering with a few
invited guests and therefore it was cor-
rect to announce the change of line
there. But the Party members were
dizzy. They still held in their hands the
torn shreds of the CPO resolution on
the Labor Party. The floor of the hall
was still littered with these resolutions.

(Continued on Page 4)

(Continued o7, Page 4)
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STUDENT LID DEGIDES NOT TO BE
TIED TO SOCIALIST APRON STRINGS

Chicago Convention Declares For Non-Partisan, Pro-Labor
Student Organization; Will Work Toward NSL-LID
Amalgamation Through United Front

The Student League for Industrial
Democracy made a momentous decision
at its last national convention held in
Chicago, December 27th and 28th. It
rejected the proposal of Bill Gomberg
(leading New York Yipsel) that the
S.L.ID. continue to be a Socialist or-
ganization, and definitely declared itself
in favor of a broad non-partisan, pro-
labor student organization.

These decisions were made as a result
of the discussion or amalgamation pro-
posed by a representative of the Nation-
al Student League. No one in the con-
vention favored immediate amalgama-
tion. Differences, however, arose, both
in the resolutions committee and in the
convention, as to whether opposition to
amalgamation was for-the present or as
a matter of principle.

The majority proposal, framed as a
reply to the N.S.L. was presented by Bill
Gomberg as follows: The Student L.I.D.
is ready to amalgamate with any
student organization which is willing to
adopt its fundamental principles (social-
ist) and political orientation (S.P.). It
was so ridiculous, (characterized by one
delegate as “an excellent appeal for
membership”), that the proponents hur-
riedly withdrew it and substituted a
long, incoherent declaration which would
have wedded the S.L.ID. to the S.P. and
the Y.P.S.L.

It was the amendment of Monroe
Sweetland, favoring amalgamation but
not immediately, that was adopted by an
overwhelming vote. It states “we look
forward to the day when the communist
students have, thru our united front
activities, sufficiently gained the con-
fidence of other radicals so that we
may work in the same organization
without suicidal internal conflict.”

This is precisely the issue. Not com-
munism versus socialism but constructive
activity versus “suicidal internal con-
flict”—that is the real problem. Only if
the N.S.L. proves, in its united front
activities, sthat it will not repeat its
October 12th tactics, can amalgamation
be achieved.

‘The two diametrically opposed view-
points in the convention were brought
out in discussion. The Y.P.S.L. thru its
National Sec’y, Winston Dancis, and
others, attempted to keep the S.L.L.D.
an avowedly S.P. organization. The view-
point championing a broad pro-labor
(not pro-party) progressive student
movement was ably presented by Sweet-
land, Mautner, Epstein, and many middle
and far-western students. It was quite
evident that the delegates instinctively
realized the dangers of sectarianism on
the basis of their own campus ex-
perience. The fact that every delegate
received a copy of the statement of the
Communist Youth Opposition—*“The
Plight of the Student Movement”—(see
Workers Age, Nov. 15 and Dec. 1), may
have influenced the decision of the con-
vention. Many of the ideas expressed
therein were to be found in the speeches
of the delegates, bolstered by the facts
of their own experience. Two of the
fraternal delegates were members of the
C.P.O. and spoke in the spirit of the
statement.

The second major issue before the
students was the question of affiliation
with the American League Against War

AUTO WORKERS DEFEAT
NRA LABOR BOARD PLAN

(Continued from Page 1)
Union, and 1 for the LW.W.

In the Cadillac Plant elections out of
1593 voters,.1176 failed to designate any
affiliation, 152 voted for the Cadillac
Employees Assn., 148 were blank, 94 for
A. F. of L., 20 for M.E.S.A,, and 1 for
the Auto Workers Union.

Mr. F. J. Dillon, general organizer of
the A. F. of L., comenting on the Labor
Board plan, stated that “the proportion-
al representation system represents no-
thing more nor less than a compromise
upon an important and fundamental
issue. The proposal, submitted by the
Board, repudiates “¢he majority vote by
the workers legalizes the company union,
and insures collective confusion.”

The A. F. of L. representative an-
nounced that, “we will advise our people
not to participate in the election. We
will not be responsible and we will not
be bound by any of its provisions,
stipulations or mandates.”

The Mechanics Educational Society
also instructed its members not to par-
ticipate in the elections. It is strange
indeed that the Auto Workers Union was
the only labor organization that came
osut in favor of participating in this
company union election ordered by the
National Labor Board. In order to prove
that it is a 100% “revolutionary” union,
it advised the workers in the Cadillac
plant to split their ranks, (Daily Work-
er, Dec. 11, 1934), to vote according to
their craft lines—the tool and die mak-
ers for the M.E.S.A. and the production
workers for the Federal Local Union of
the A. F. of L.

The only way to deteat the most
agressive open-shop employers in the
sutomobile industry is by building one
union in the auto industry connected
with the main siream of the labor move-
ment, the A. F. of L.

and Fascism. The resolution entered
called for non-affiliation. An amendment
from the floor proposed united front
activity. The amendment carried the
day, after the C.P.O. delegates had made
it clear that the basic failure of the
League was not that the C.P. was in it
but that the mass trade unions of the
A, F. of L. were not—in other words, it
had no working class base.

The SLID is to be congratulated on
the forward steps it has taken. The
decisions were arrived at on the basis
of honest conviction. There was no
bureocracy to strangle the independent
thinking of the delegates. The S.L.ID.
must follow up its successful convention
by carrying thru, on the campuses, the
spirit of the decisions.

(Definite proposals to the incoming
N.E.C. will appear in a future issue of
‘Workers Age.)

EUROPE TODAY
(Continued from Page 1)

The number of registered unemployed
has increased by 10,000 during the last
week, excluding the workers of the
Citroen works. The firm Citroen one
of the largest automobile firms in
France employing approximately 20,000
workers has collapsed.

The negotiations between the C.P. and
the S.P. of France on the final formula-
tion of an extended program for united
front action are drawing to a close ac-
cording to a report by the Social
Democratic leader, Lebas.

CPO DELEGATES BEATEN
AT INSURANCE CONFAB

(Continued from Page 3)

Same Old Thing

Can the Congress effectively fight for
Unemployment Insurance? No more
than previous such meetings could
“Free Tom Mooney” or “Fight Against
War and Fascism.” It was an expensive
show, elaborately staged with plenty of
thrills. But as a broad movement for
social and unemployment insurance it
was a failure. Not even the presence of
Mary Van Kleeck and Lundeen himself
could make it anything more than what
it was. The absence of the large magsses
of trade unions, the confident hooligan-
ism of the Party members, the effort to
make the Congress a lif¢ saver of the
dead Unemployed Councils, the reliance
on the declassed petty bourgeoisie and
white collar workers dooms this as an-
other abortive attempt of a sectarian
Party to find a mass base. Not even the
endorsement of Huey Long can save it.

COMMUNISTS SUFFER
IN NAZI TERROR WAVE

(Continued from Page 1)

year prison term; Charlotte Ehmann,

2 year prison term. Four others got

a 21 months sentence, 3 got a 15

months sentence, 2 got one year and

one received a nine months sentence,

counting the time spent in prison be-

fore the trial.”
Mass Arrests
In The Ruhr

In the Ruhr a number of anti-fascists
were arrested in the spring of 1934 in
Solingen, Essen, Duesseldorf, and Dort-
mund. Here too the bestiality and sad-
ism of the SA murderers manifested it-
self. One comrade’s arm was broken,
another attempted suicide after he was
beaten almost to death. Among those
arrested are 60 year old workers who are
sick and weak. Here too the trial was
closed and even the press failed to re-
port it.

Mass Trial Of C.P.G.O.

Within a short time there will begin
a mass trial of 45 workers in Leipzig
who were arrested in May on the charge
of belonging to the illegal C.P.G.0. In
order to wrest “confessions” from them
the Gestapo used its famous methods, in
other words, the SA men just merciless-
ly beat these workers day and night.
One of the arrested workers, a C.P.G.O.
functionary, Heinrich Plass, was literally
beaten to death by the brown beasts
because he refused to give away his
organization. After 2 days of continu-
ous terture Plass died.

These 45 comrades will shortly be sen-
tenced by the Nazi courts. The workers
must be aroused to protest so that these
workers will be spared the fate of the
valiant Heinrich Plass.

“THE CRISIS IN THE
COMMUNIST PARTY
U S 4”7

Wanted, to repurchase several cop-
jes of the first statement of views
of the Communist Party Opposition
(then “Majority Group”) for use
here. Originally mimeographed in
1929 and printed in February 1930.
Green cover. Those . willing to give
or sell copies please communicate
with

GEORGE F. MILES
WORKERS AGE
51 West 14th Street
*_w York City

RALEIGH CONFERENCE

FOR RACIAL EQUALITY
(Continued from Page 3)

tion and set the tone of the conference

by an unequivocal declaration for ab-

solute equality and an organization of

the masses of both races to secure social

and racial justice. ‘

George Streator, former editor of the
Crisis, and the writer, reported on
“Education and the Negro.” Howard
Kester, Chairman of the Committee on
Racial and Economic Justice, Nashville,
Tenn. related the stirring struggles of
Negroes and poor whites in share crop-
per unions, unemployed organizations
and trade unions. Olive Stone supple-
mented the account on the share croppers
of Tuscaloosa. James Dombrowski of
Highlander Folk School told of educa-
tional activity in breaking down race
prejudice in a Southern community of
poor whites. Henry Lee Moon and
George Streator led a critical discussion
on the work of such organizations as the
N.A.A.C.P. And near the close of the
conference, after general agreement had
been expressed that the race question
could only be solved completely through
a thorough revolutionary transformation
of society, the writer made a critical
evaluation of the various solutions of
the race question professing to be the
revolutionary solution: the shameful at-
tempt of the Socialist Party in the
South at “lily-white Socialism”; the
mechanical transference of the concept
of colony or national minority to the
status of the Negro by the official Com-
munist Party with the resulting absur-
dities of “Self-Determination” and
“Withdraw the Imperialist Troops from
the Black Belt”; and the analysis of the
Negro problem as that of a subject caste
by the Communist Opposition with the
consequent struggle for complete econo-
mic, social and political equality for the
Negro within the framework of a Soviet
America.

The Conference voted to continue as a
permanent body, to publish a report of
its findings, to hold further regional and
local conferences, to issue a magazine,
to aid in the development of workers’
schools on an interracial basis, to further
the formation of labor unions affiliated
with the American Federation of Labor
and of share ecroppers unions on an
interracial basis, to encourage more
adequate courses in economics and soci-
ology and race problems in Southern
white and Negro universities, and the
unionization of teachers and the organ-
jzation of student social problem groups,
ete.

The following Executive Committee
was elected to serve until the next Na-
tional Conference: Dr. W. O. Brown,
University of Cincinnati; Anna Caples,
Student League for Industrial Demo-
cracy; Dr. Abram Harris, Howard Uni-
versity; Loren Miller, California; Dr.
Virginia Alexander, Philadelphia; Julian
Steele, Director Robert Gould Shaw
House, Boston; George Streator, New
York; Howard Kester, Committee on
Racial and Economic Justice, Nashville;
Francis Henson, International Student
Service; Frank Wilson, National Y.M.
C.A.,, New York; Bertram D. Wolfe,
New Workers School. .

COUGHLIN CAUGHT WITH
GOODS — HOARDS $250,000
(Continued from Page 3)
for instance, Monsignor Ryan, director
of Social Action of the National Catho-

lic Welfare Conference:

“ . .. The masses have not shown
any faint sign of rebellion until re-
cently. . . . The recovery program
cannot be carried thru on an intel-
lectual plan alone. The masses must
be enlisted to fight for it. ... Fa-
ther Coughlin is arranging that kind
of thing to a considerable extent.”
Significant recommendation, quite

symbolic of the thanks of national re-
action generally.

“Father Coughlin
Is No Iconoclast”

And finally it is supremely logical
that one of the most vicious anti-Soviet
attacks was made by Father Coughlin
to his radio audience of millions, in a

SPEGTRE OF DEATH
AS INDUSTRIAL

By ALBERT EPSTEIN

It is the irony of the worker’s fate
under capitalism that when he demands
work he may be actually inviting his
own death.

A humane insurance statistician tells
us that “it is to be regretted that the
blessings of returning prosperity do not
come to us without exacting their toll
of valuable human life.” And it is no
mean toll that capitalist prosperity ex-
acts from the workers. Prosperity, it
should be remembered, comes to the
deserving under capitalism and it is
the ruling class that is the deserving
class. Every dollar of profit is stained
with the sweat and blood of the living
and the dead worker.

But let us give ear to the more in-
formed writer:

“For every 10,000 persons re-em-
ployed, anywhere from one to more
than fifty, it may be expected, will
be killed in the course of a year of
employment. . . .”

The varying number will depend upon
the type of industry into which the
worker enters. There is no guess about
this, for experience has shown that:

“This increased mortality . . . wil!
come more or less inevitably, for the
curve of accidental injuries still fol-
lows very closely the curve of em-
ployment . . .”

In 1933 the number of occupational
fatalities was 14,000 as compared with

HAUNTS WORKERS
DEATH TOLL RISES

20,000 in 1929. Thus the most prosper-
ous year in American life exacted 6,000
more lives than the depression year of
1933. We must, of course, bear in mind
that the 14,000 lives lost in 1933 could,
to a very large extent—90% or more,
have been avoided.

For doubting Thomases, we present
the following table which shows clearly
the relationship of deaths to employ-
ment. The table gives the number of
deaths per 100,000 white policy-holders
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-

pany.

There was a drop of 41% in fatalities
from industrial accidents between 1929
and 1933. The declines in fatal injuries
in specific industries is as follows: Elee-
tricity 79.2%, Steam Railroad 63.3%,
Accidental 58.8%, Traumatism by ma-
chines 51.1% and Traumatism in mines
and quarries 40.4.%.

With the first pick-up in industrial
activity in the second half of 1933, the
trend was reversed as the following table
shows. This deals with death rates from
all occupational accidents, ages 15 and
over, for white males in the industrial
department.

Quartqr Death rates per 100,000 Per Cent Change
1933 1932 1932 . 1933
Jan.-Mar. 21.1 23.4 — 98
Apr.-June 16.1 224 — 28.1
July-Sept. 25.3 25.1 + 08
Oct.-Dec. 24.2 20.8 + 16.3

series called “Russia And The Red Ser-
pent” and that he further served as a
star witness in Washington during the
investigation of Communist activities in
the U. S.

The full reactionary stature of the
Father is now quite clear. “One thing is
certain”, says the magazine Fortune,
“Father Coughlin 'is no iconoclast”.
That is 100% true, but not only in a
negative sense. He is offe of the hard-
est and most skillful fighters against
any fundamental change being made in
the capitalist system as such. The afore-
mentioned facts make this quite clear.
An analysis of his program will make
that even more abundantly clear.

JOIN
the
Communist Opposition
51 West 14th Street
New York City

DELICIOUS FOOD?
GOOD SERVICE?

go to

2

523 Sixth Avenue, N. Y. C.

4 & 5 Course

LUNCHEON 40c & 50c
6 Course
CHICKEN DINNER 60c

SPECIAL LUNCHEON 35¢
SERVED ALL DAY ——
Spaghetti — Dessert — Coffee 35¢

A La Carte All Day
WINE AND BEER SERVED

GIUSTI’S
SPAGHETTI INN

49 WEST 16th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

LL.G.W.U.

.FLETCHER HENDERSON

and his
ORIGINAL ORCHESTRA
waltzes and
shim-sham-ghimmies

ADMISSION:.
boxes . . . seating ten
five dollars

Local 22 invites the readers and friends of the
WORKERS AGE
to attend the

DRESSMAKERS INTERNATIONAL BALL

OF THE

DRESSMAKERS UNION LOGAL 22

ROCKLAND PALACE
155th St. and Eighth Avenue

SATURDAY EVENING JANUARY

19TH

EIGHT-THIRTY O’CLOCK -
TWO FAMOUS ORCHESTRAS

BROADWAY REVIEW AT MIDNIGHT
ROGER WOLFE KAHN, Gue‘t Conductor
thirty-five *:ents (in advance)
or one doi.ar (at the door)
loges . . seatng six two-fifty

Tickets on sale at: WORKERS AGE, 51 Wes* 14th St.
DRESSMAKERS UNION, LOCAL 22, 232 West 40th St.

(Harlem Section)

GERALD CLARKE’S
CARIBBEAN SERENADERS

RADIO BROADCASTERS
rhumbas and cariocas

WORKERS AGE DRIVE
EXTENDED TO FEB. 1
$2,000 MARK BARELY PASSED

We are forced to extend the drive for
a $3,000 fund to Feb. 1. We urge all
comrades and friends to speed up the
work and complete the drive within the
coming two weeks.

(Figure in parenthesis is the amount
previously contributed).

ANONymous  ..........0ieiiaannn 1.00
Anonymous (Boston) ........... 1.00
Allalof .............. . i 2.00
B.E M. ... 5.00
Bail Sam .............. (10.00) 1.00
Cohen Rose ............. (5.00) 5.00
|Commons Casey ............... 1.00
Fort Wayne Unit CPO .......... 0.50
Greenwald Estelle .......... ... 2.00
Jenkins Clarence ....... (4.00) 1.00
Karrigan J. ............ (20.00) 5.00
Len ........c.ccocovuans (9.00) 2.00
Lawrence Mary .......... (3.00) 1.00
Lane Earl .................... 50
Lansing Comrade ............... 5.0
Schneider A. ............. (2.00) 3.00
Schlachter B, ............ (5.00) 3.00
Tanzer Lily .............. (3.00) 2.00
Wallace Cyril ................ 1.00
Williams R. ............. (5.00) 5.00
Wucher Hanna .......... (2.00) 4.00
Weissman Reva .............. 1.00
COLLECTION LIST
Schneider A. on List 1693 ...... 1.05
TOTAL ........ $ 63.05
Previously Listed .... $1,949.68
TOTAL ........ $2,012.73
Stil To Go ...... $ 987.27

BRADLEY'S .-
. CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th St.

SUBSCRIBE TO

WORKERS
- AGE -

$2.00 for 12 MONTHS
$1.25 for 6 MONTHS

WORKERS AGE
51 West 14th St.,
New York, N. Y.

Enclosed find $.............. for
- months sub.
Name ........cccvvievinnnine, N
Address .......cc.ciiiinseeiienea,
(031572
State ............ Ceeeieees Ceeraa,




