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Five {onts

At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

ASHING back and forth from his

fishing trip on Astor’s yacht and a
U. S. Navy destroyer, President Roose-
velt boasted that he is “as tough a guy
as ever.” This was nercly a way of
serving notice on Congress that it must
rush thru all his proposed legislation.
1t is a safe bet to wager good pre-Roose-
velt dollars on stale post-Hoover dough-
nuts that the Chief Kxccutive will not
include in his urgent legislation the Cos-
tigan-Wagner Anti-Lynch bill. Very in-
adequate as this measure may be from
our point of view, it has aroused the ire
of the two-fisted lcaders of the New
Deal in the Senate. First of all, Roose-
velt’s Senate floor leader, Robinson, has
been shelving and sidestepping consid-
eration of it. Far more than a baker’s
half-dozen Southern Senators are open
or covert protectors of the lynchers of
Negroes. And these are the steel rods
of the Roosevelt machine in the Senate,
Page particularly Senator Smith of
South Carolina. And don’t overlook the
Democratic whip Robinson, the much-
touted Bankhead of Alabama, and the
eloquent George of Georgia. The latter
has ranted against the bill as “unconsti-
tutional”. His line of thought was in
substance that lynching is a crime (a
commodity) which is not subject to inter-
state or federal regulation!

But to Roosevelt’s ardent supporter
from South Carolina we are obliged for
more plain speaking against the bill.
Said Roosevelt’s Smith: “We went thru
one bloody war thru a misapprehension
of the social structure of the country . ..
The virtue of a woman is a thing which
should not be displayed in the courts
when the criminal is know and has put
himself outside and beyond the pale of
the law.” For this pro-lynch speech not
even the most progressive senator dared
call him to order. Apparently a New
Deal Senate is a suitable place for such
speeches. It is a lead pipe cinch that
Roosevelt will not treat us to a fireside
talk and that his better half will not
overwhelm us with a radio speech about
their virtuous offender, Lynch-Senator
Smith.

N recent years we have been much

harassed by a lot of raucous noise
about the sins of the “united front from
on top’ and the virtues of the united
front line from below,” from the bot-
tom. Now we rush to proclaim our in-
debtedness to Comrade G. Pierce, mem-
ber of the Central Committee of the
Canadian Communist Party for a start-
ling but logical innovation in the per-
version of united front tactics. Com-
rade Pierce, a graduate of the Lenin
School, is the theoretical leader (in
theory as well ‘as practise) of the Com-
munist Party of Canada. In this cap-
acity, he sought to explain to the Cen-
tral Committee of his Party, the latest
“turn” in the Comintern!

« _ .. The attitude of the bourgeoisie
in a number of countries changed to-
wards the reformists who formerly par-
ticipated in the government. In the face
of this change, the parties in the C. L
continued to develop and further apply
the united front tactic. If it became pos-
sible to develop a more flexible and wid-
er form of the united front and to es-
tablish a united front from the middle
and from the top on the basis of the
united front from below, then, this was
due entirely to a change in the reform-
ist position. . . ” (our emphasis).

In the realm of confusion in revolu-
tionary practice there are no boundaries.
Especially is this true when the king-
pins are as unskilled in revolutionary
theory as unpracticed infants. Needless
to say, we condemn only the fault’ and
not its actof.

ANY workers are beginning to
smell the deal that has been ar-
ranged between the top A.F. of L. official-
dom and the White House. Green and his
aides are to delay, detour, and distupt
strikes (rubber, auto, ete.). In return,
Roosevelt is to try to secure consid-
eration of the Wagner Industrial Dis-
putes Bill.

Someone might think that this pro-
posed legislative measure is pro-labor
the way these leaders sold j:he trade
union’s birthright for a promise, mere-
ly to talk about it. In reality the Wag-
ner scheme is a bane and not a boon to
the workers. If enacted into law it
would lay the broadest foundation for
government encroachment upon the
everyday life of the unions. The Wag-

130,000 TO MARGH
INMAY DAY PARADE

Choruses, Bands, Floats, Gay
Costumes To Add Colorful
Note To Demonstration

May Day in New York this year will
witness a mighty outpouring of Labor’s
united forces in a giant parade and de-
monstration against all cnemies of the
working class the world over.

At least 150,000 workers from 67 dif-
ferent unions and scores of other organi-
zations including the Workmen’s Circle,
the Socialist Party and the Communist
Party (Opposition) will swing up the
line of march behind bands playing revo-
lutionary songs and carrying thousands
of banners flaunting the slogans of the
International Labor Movement.

Massed choruses, sound trucks, floats,
pennants, armbands, sashes, and scores of
“surprise effects” will add a vibrant
colorful note to the endless battalions

.of labor’s marching myriads.

In commenting on the enthusiastic
support of the larger sections of the
labor movement for a single parade un-
der the guidance and auspices of the
May Day Conference, Julius Hochman,
General Manager of the Joint Board of
the Dress and Waistmakers’ Union, said:

“I am glad that the May Day Con-
ference will insure a united demonstra-
tion on May Day, and the tens of thous-
ands of organized dressmakers in New
York will join whole heartedly in the
parade. On May Day we may truly feel
ourselves part of a vast world wide
movement that is invincible, that will
sweep aside all oppression and all ex-
ploitation, that will lead mankind to a
new and better world of freedom and
happiness.”

Details as to the line of march, as-
semblage places of the various divisions
and the thousands and one activities ne-
cessary to make the demonstration a
record breaker in New York’s labor his-
tory are being wotked out by numerous
general committees under the guidance
of the May Day Conference and various
sub committees appointed by the parti-
cipating organizations.

CALIFORNIA AUTO MEN
ENDORSE THE A. F. OF L.

Representation by the American Federa-
tion of Labor was approved recently by a
plurality of the workers in the Chevrolet
plant of Oakland, Cal. in an Automobile
Labor Board election. F. E. Ross, the
board’s representative in charge of elec-
tions, announced the vote as, A. F. of L.,
463; unaffiliated, 338; Chevrolet Employ-
ees Association, 131; blank ballots, 12;
void ballots, 12.

THE NATIONS MEET TO PLAN FOR PEACE

ST. LOUIS LABOR BACKS
THE GASHOUSE STRIKE
WITH CASH, BOYCOTT

With unabated militancy the strike of
the Gas House Workers Union against
the Laclede Gas Company enters it third
week, with lines solid in the face of
numerous arrests by the complaisant
police of St. Louis.

The Central Trades and Labor Council
has assessed every working unionist in
the city one cent a day for the con-
tinuance of the strike. In addition every
unionist in St. Louis has stopped using
Laclede gas thus further crippling the
company which has been hard pressed al-
ready by the strike. These actions have
been taken in the realization that the
Laclede company’s refusal to recognize
the Gasworker’s federal local in the face
of a decision by the Labor Board is only
the spearhead of an attack on organized
labor by the bosses of St. Louis.

In addition to the regular AF of L
uniong the strike has received powerful
support of the St. Louis local of the
United Shoe and Leather Workers Union,
Local b52.

DRESS UNION’S VICTORY
IN STOPPAGE PROMISES
ACTION IN OTHER LINES

Increases in piece rates amounting in
some cases to as much as 30% were won
for the 15,000 workers in the $4.75
wholesale dress line by a clean cut dis-
play of Union power that tied up pro-
duction completely during the height of
the Pre-Easter season. The move is re-
garded as preliminary to similar action
in the $3.756 and cheaper lines.

Union action was made necessary by
the “chiselling” practices of members of
the National Association of Dress Manu-
facturers (Jobbers). Working in a “soft”
textile market, they turned to more com-
plicated styling to add to the value of
their garments. Since the line was oper-
ating on a flat rate basis fixed for sim-
pler dresses, the earnings of the work-
ers began spiralling downward.

Efforts to make a peaceable settlement
with the jobbers’ association proved
fruitless and on April 9 the Union
swung into action. The workers were
instructed to report to the shops but to

(Continued on Page 3)

What’s Happeninginthe SP? Plenty

Lang, Forward Editor, Forms
United Front With Payroll

Harry Lang, the managing editor of
the Jewish Daily Forward, organ of the
Old Guard of the S.P., has at last dis-
covered the value of the united front as
a political tactic.

Daily he sells his vicious pen to the
Fascist press of Willilam Randolph
Hearst, airch-enemy of the American
working class. Daily he pours out the
vilest slanders against the Soviet Union,
horror tales of starvation and terrorism,
that are such flagrant lies as to turn the
stomachs of any honest Socialist or trade
unionist. Despite the hundreds of pro-
tests of liberals and Socialists, who have

ner plan would give first-class legal
status to company unions. And to the
Civil Liberties Union we are indebted
for the following indictment of the Wag-
ner Bill on six counts:

“(1) If such a board is to protest la-
bor’s rights, it should act only upon
complaints by employees or their re-
presentatives, not on its own initiative.

“(2) No provision protects the right
to strike and to continue a strike by pro-
hibiting the board from compelling the
discontinuance of a strike as a condition
of its intervention.

“(3) It does not protect workers from

| discrimination on account of sex, race,

color, or political convictions by any
specifie provision,

“(4) No provision is made for agri-
cultural laborers.

“(6) The declaration of policy is so
written as to imply that strikes are to
be condemned.

“(6) The powers of the board to act
as voluntary arbitrator are not protect-
ed against posgible dangers of compul-
sion.”

visited the S. U., and who deny this
anti-working class propaganda, Harry
Lang comfortably pockets the small
change tosscd him by Hearst, and weaves
his fabric of gross vilification against

SENIOR SCORES LANG

Clarence Senior, executive sec-
retary of the S.P. has issued the
following statement on the Lang
articles:

“The Socialist Party of the
United States repudiates the at-
tacks upon Soviet Russia by Har-
ry Lang' mow appearing in the
Hearst papers.

“Lang who claims to be a Social-
ist, has not only violently misre-
presented the Socialist attitude to-
ward Soviet Russia, but has placed
himself beneath the contempt of all
workers by making himself a tool
of William Randolph Hearst, the
bitter enemy of the labor move-
ment and principal mouthpiece for
American Fascism,

“The Socialist Party regards
Hearst’s attacks upon workers’
rights and academic freedom, his
slander of Soviet Russia, and his
jingoistic nationalism, as deliberate
efforts to bring both fascism and
war to the United States. Lang’s
alliance with the man the Social-
ist Party has always branded as
Public Enemy No. 1 is treachery
to the Socialist movement which
has repeatedly expressed its antag-
onism to such unfounded and un-
fair attacks.

“Officially the party has en-
dorsed ‘the efforts being made in
Russia to create the economic
foundations of a Socialist society’
and called ‘on the workers to guard
against capitalist attacks on Sov-
iet Russia’.”

the Workers Fatherland. Of such stuff
is the Old Guard made, such is its ser-
vice—to the stinking and corrupt press
of the Fascists!

Unions Denounce Lang As
Traitor To Working Class

A scathing resolution condemning
Harry Lang as a “traitor” to the ideals
of the labor movement for peddling men-
dacious attacks on the Soviet Union to
the “venemous Hearst press” was issued
by Charles S. Zimmerman, secretary-
manager of Dressmakers Union Local 22,
IL.G.W.U. and approved by the ex-
ecutive board of the Local.

In addition to condemning Lang’s
specific act the resolution calls for the
establishment of the general principle
that “any contact whatsoever between
anyone claiming to speak for labor and
the Fascist press, except that expressing
a profound enmity, is the act of a
traitor.”

The resolution calls on all working
class organizations to strip Lang of all
connections and to strike him from their
rolls.

A similar resolution has been adopted
by the Joint Council of Knit Goods
Workers.

Meanwhile, Marxism Has
Become A Crime In The S.P.

Continuing its fight for Democracy as
the road to Socialism the New State Or-
ganization expelled five Buffalo mém-
bers for agreeing with the theory of
armed insurrection! All the demoecracy
in the world for reactionary and fascist
groups, but none for party members who
refuse to repeat the crass theories of
pseudo-Marxism that have betrayed the
German workers, and would overthro the
Soviet regime.

Many Militants and leftward moving
members of the Socialist Party must see
in this action, confirmation of the

i

ILUMBERMEN STRIKE

MAY 6 FOR 30 HRS.

Labor On West Coast Rises
In Revolt Against Bosses
And Burocrats

By EARL LANE

Portland, Oregon.—Between 75 and
100,000 Iumber workers of five Western
states, Oregon; Washington; California;
Idaho; and Montana, are expected to
walk out in a general strike of the in-
dustry on May 6th.

At its recent Northwest convention
the Sawmill and Timber Workers Union
endorsed a demand for a six hour day,
five day wcek and 75 cents per hour
minimum wage scale, and went on re-
cord to strike for these demands on May
6th,

The S. & T. W. U. recently affiliated
with the United Brotherhood of Carpen-
ters and Joiners, and an intensive or-
ganizational drive is now under way.
The Communist - controlled National
Lumber Workers Union which bravely
set out to smash the A. F. of L. “fas-
cist unions” a few years ago, and has
since dwindled down to a paper organi-
zation, is now clamoring for unity.
About all the NLWU has to offer the
S&TWU is the services of James Mur-
phy and his fellow pie-card artists, as
brazen a bunch of union splitters as
ever graced the ranks of the C.P.

The capitalist press of the Northwest
is in a state of the jitters at the pros-
pect of a lumber strike. The Oregon
Journal, the chief red baiter of the
Northwest, in writing of the S&TWU to
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners, calls it an “unholy alliance”
which “threatens strikes and disruption
not only in the Northwest, but in con-
struction throughout the nation.” It ad-
mits that the organizational drive has
“forced the 4L (company union) into a
minor position.”

* *x ¥

BUROCRATS SPIKE
TANKER STRIKE

The month-old Pacific coast oil tank-
er strike has now entered a critical
stage. Due to the failure of the old
guard leaders of the International Sea-
mans Union to sanction militant strike
tactics the oil companies are today oper-
ating 15 of their fleet of 30 tankers.

It is becoming increasingly evident to
the rank and file of the union men that
their strike is being sabotaged by their
“leaders”. Carl Carter, 1.S.U. represen-
tative in Portland has openly stated that
“we do not need the support of the long-
shoremen and grain handlers, we will
win by peaceful means.”

Another statement that shows what
type of leadership the rank and file is
saddled with is the one made by Paul
Scharrenberg before the arbitration
board in San Francisco: “I hope that we
will have a war with Japan, then the
seamen can get what they want.”

As a result of this chauvinistic state-
ment the San Pedro, Calif., local of the
1.S.U. and the Firemens Union have de-
manded that Scharrenberg resign from
the positions he holds in the Interna-
tional Seamens Union,

There have been plenty of indications
that the other marine unions are ready
to take whatever action is necessary to
help the tanker crews to win their strike
up to and including a general strike of
the marine industry. The Council of
Marine Crafts of San Francisco, repre-
senting 15,000 maritime workers has
gone on record as prepared to support
them with every resource at it’s dis-
posal.

* * *
MARITIME WORKERS
MEET TO FEDERATE

Delegates representing 385,000 Pacific
coast maritime workers are gathered in
Seattle to organize the Maritime Con-
ference of the Pacific.

The movement to organize the federa-
tion, started shortly after the marine
strike of last summer, had proved the
value of united action, but has been bit-
terly fought by the old line union fak-
ers who live in deadly fear of losing
their soft jobs, and seeing the union con-
trol get into the hands of militant lead-
ers. A bitter fight is expected to de-
velop for control of the new organiza-
tion.

After the constitution is adopted and
officers elected, one of the first questions
to be taken up will be the tanker strike.
There is every indication that the federa-
tion will go on record for the labor party.

C.P.0.’s expressed conviction that the
S.P. cannot, as a party, be won for revolu-
tionary socialism—so long as that means
Communism, Marxism. The New York
Organization remains determined to root
out any attempt at real working class
thought, any attempt to change the
Socialist Party from the historic road
,of August 4th, 1914,
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WORKERS "'AGE

LABOR PARTY IS SOCIAL
FASCIST, SAYS BROWDER

In August, 1933, the Danger of Farmer-Laborism Loomed As
A Grave Menace To Communist Party Chief;
Lovestoneites Especially Scored

“The Danger of Farmer-Laborism”

“It is necessary to point out that the
Roosevelt “new deal” program represents
not only the strengthening of the open
fascist tendencies in America, but also
that it is quite conscjously and system-
atically supporting and developing so-
cial-fascist ideas, organizations and lead-
ers. Roosevelt has a special need for
the social-fascist. As our Open Letter
points out, the American bourgeoisie is
trying to build bulwarks agajnst the
growth of the Communist influence
among the masses. Nothing serves this
purpose so well as social-fascist organi-
zations. The Socialist Party, with its
Continental Congress, which is being car-
ried into every state, represents the most
active link of this movement. This is
the meaning of all the agitation and ef-
forts toward the formation of a Labor
Party or a Farmer Labor Party, which
would act as a syndicate or trust of all
the social-fascist organizations and cen-
tralize their work.

“In this connection it is necessary to
point out that Muste and many of his
collaborators who are now going with
us . . . in spite of their leftward move-
ment on immediate issues under the
pressure of the masses, still keep the
idea of the Labor Party as their cen-
tral political concept. It is true that

their public agitation and activities in
this direction have been put in the back-
ground in recent months, but it cannot
be said that they have abandoned the
Labor Party idea. This still remains a
vital link connecting them with the camp
of social-fascism. This is the issue they
have the possibility of raising at any
moment it seems favorable to them, to
demagogically break the united front
and appeal to the masses in the name ot

the ‘higher unity’ of a social-fascist La-| |

bor Party. We can guard against this
serious danger only by the most per-
sistent agitation and propaganda among
the masses to expose the harmful char-
acter of all such movements or propos-
als. In this respect we must make more
effective use of the example of the Bri-
tish Labor Party, which is the inspira-
tion of all Labor Party ideas in Amer-
ica, and also the collapse of the Ger-
man Social Democracy.”

“ ... Some comrades immediately be-
came so enthusiastic about the idea of
workers’ tickets that they wanted to ap-
ply it everywhere under all conditions
and intended to use it as a substitute
for the Communist Party. This was a
spontaneous development toward the
theory of the Labor Party. The work-
ers’ ticket is not a form of Labor Par-
ty. We must be very careful to closely

examine every one of these applications

of the idea of workers’ tickets and make

sure that the comrades are not using it
as a way of stoping the fight against
the Labor Party idea. We can make no
peace with the Labor Party idea. . . ”

“Perhaps this is as good occasion as

any to say just a passing word about
the renegades, the Lovestoneites and the
Trotzgyites. For several years one of
their close connecting links was the La-
bor Party. Now the Lovestoneites have
become the advocates of the Labor Party
whereas the Trotzkyites now speak
against the Labor Party. All of this is,
of course, mere by-play, division of la-
bor.” ...

Report for the Political Buro to the Ex-
traordinary Party Conference, New
York City, July 7, 1933. By Earl
Browder. The Communist, Vol. XII,
August, 1933. No. 8.
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®
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION
ADMISSION 25ec.

GOVERNMENT LAYING
WAR SMOKE SCREEN

President’s War Powers Greatly Enlarged As Result Of
“Pacifist” Bills Following Senate
Munitions Investigation

The Administration, girding itself for
war with the hugest peace-time budgets
this eountry has ever seen, has also been
forced to take into account and utilize
for its own ends, the anti-war senti-
ment of the masses of America. The
years of horror of the actual war, the
follow-up of economic depression, and
psychological neurosis, left their mark
on America as well as Europe. Coupling
this with the fact, that Communist pro-
paganda has made some headway to-
wards convincing many of the economic
basis of war, its imperialist nature,—
much had to be done.

This was behind the Congressional
struggle over the Nye Bill, the McSwain
Bill, and the Senate Investigations Com-
mittee on Munitions. Senator Nye, not
a pacifist, but voice of the petty-bour-
geoisie against the “Trusts” and “Big
Business,” and their huge war-profits has
himself best evaluated the actual pos-
sibilities of this whole move:

“This committee” he said, “cannot
guarantee that this bill will not be re-
pealed under pressure at the beginning
of a war. It cannot honestly guarantee
that its administration will remain un-
influenced by the pressure of huge and
recalcitrant corporate taxpayers.”

Such a statement, as accurate a pre-

diction as could be desired, certainly ab-
solves us from the necessity of examing
the actual taxing features of the two
plans before the Congress.

It is another feature of these bills
which demonstrates which side these
vague pacifistic, anti-war profits, move-
ments, actually aid. The bill, as passed
by the House, contains features giving
complete powers to the President for
“Commandeering but not conscripting”
all supplies materials necessary for the
conduct of a war; the inclusion in the
military staff of all leading indusstrial-
ists.

This is precisely what the administra-
tion, the American ruling class, needs
and wants. A unified, centralized agency
to maintain a complete dictatorship over
“unruly elements” at home, and for the
profitable winning of the war. It must
be unified so that sections of the bour-
geoisie do not clash with each other,
while facing the two enemies—the
foreign imperialists, and domestic work-
ing class. It must be centralized for
quick decisive action, also against either
enemy.

All other features of the War Bills,
are sheer demagogy to cover up and
camouflage the direct steps being taken
by the boss class to prepare their war
machine.

T’he Question of Dictatorship

In this article comrade Wolfe answers
Question 7 in a series of queries from
an intellectual entitled “Things we want
to know.” The question:

WHY DO YOU TALK ABOUT
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETA-
RIAT, WHEN YOU MEAN DICTATOR-
SHIP OF THE CONTROLLING FAC-
TION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY?

Or do you mean it? Perhaps I don’t
exactly understand your terminology. I
was frankly baffled by Wili Herberg’s
reference to “the position of the prole-
tariat in the midst of the non-proleta-
rian toiling masses,” in the Workers
Age of Dec. 15, 1934. Aren’t those non-
proletarian toiling masses a part of the
proletariat? The terms seems as incon-
gruous to me as “non-profit-making
Capitalism.” I thought the proletariat
was, roughly speaking, composed of the
mass of the workers and I don’t see how
“toiling masses” can be non-proletarian.
I turn to the Manifesto and discover
that Marx and Engels referred to the
proletariat simply as “the modern work-
ing class, the class of those who can
live so long as their work increases
capital.”

But, at any rate, doesn’t your dictator-
ship in practice come down to an
Oligarchy of Communist leaders, who
decide as conscientiously as possible,
what is best for the masses and then
force their decision down the throats of
those masses? If so, must I swallow a
lot of twaddle about proletarian dictator-
ship as such, or may I frankly announce
that I don’t think the working masses
have sufficient brains and experience to
plan a constructive future for them-
selves and that it’s a damn good thing
for them to have some intelligent lead-
ers (imbued with high ideals) dictating
to them? Will you toss me out on my
neck if I confess to holding such an
opinion?

* * x®

We Americans have been brought up
to regard the term “Dictatorship” as a
term of abuse rather than of political
analysis. Just as we have been taught
that “there are no classes in America”
and no ruling class (in the land of the
most open control of government by big
business that has ever been known any-
where) so we are taught to think of the
government or state as a mere expres-
sion of the undifferentiated and un-
animous will of “the people” of a class-
less society. But as a matter of simple
fact our government, like all govern-
ments throughout history, though it rests
as far as possible on persuasion and un-
conscious and habitual acceptance, de-
pends ultimately on courts, injunctions,
police, prisons, national guard and armed
forces, in short on force, for the preser-
vation of the status quo, the maintenance
of “law and order” (capitalist property
law and the capitalist social order) and
the continuance of the present property
and class relationships. You do not even
have to challenge the existing social
order to have the government ‘“crack
down” on you. A mere strike for a
shorter workday, a few cents more pay,
or union recognition, brings courts and
police (clubs and injunctions) into action
on behalf of the interests of the do-
minant class. And if the strike is of any
magnitude, the national guard and the
army (gas bombs, bayonets and machine
guns) go into action as well. San Fran-
cisco, Toledo, Minneapolis, New Orleans,
and the textile strike, to cite only a few
instances of the past year, all give proof
of that.

In this the United States is no excep-
tion. All the governments of the world,
including England and France, Germany

and Italy, the United States and the
Soviet Union, are dictatorships in the
sense (1) that they represent the do-
minance of some one class over the rest
of society, (2) that they maintain and
defend a given social order, (3) and that,
while they use means of propaganda,
education, and persuasion, they depend
ultimately on force for their maintenance
and the maintenance of the social order
they represent. As Professor Laski aptly
puts it in his latest book, The State in
Theory and Practice: “So long as the
state expresses a society divided into
economic classes, it is always the ser-
vant of that class which owns, or do-
minates the ownership of, the instru-
ments of production.”

The chief differences between the
United States, England, Germany and
Italy on the one hand, and the Soviet
Union on the other, lies not in the fact
of dictatorship in the sense of class rule,
but in the question as to which class is
the ruling class. In this sense, further,
England, the United States, Germany
and Italy, despite the differences in their
state apparatus and forms, are all bour-
geois or capitalist dictatorships. The
Soviet Union, on the other hand, and it
makes no bones ‘about it, is a proletarian
dictatorship—the working class owns
the industries, controls the government
(in alliance with these “non-proletarian
toilers” who trouble you) and runs the
government in its own interests as a
government over and against the inter-
ests of the remnants of a capitalist and
feudal landowning class in the Soviet
Union and their supporters in other
lands.

Wha¢ About The
Form Of Government?

Of course, there are enormous and
highly important differences in the forms
that these various class dictatorships
take.

Thus there are republics (France, the
United States), monarchies (England,
Italy). There are limited monarchies and
absolute monarchies. England (with a
king) and France (without one) have
more “responsible’” governments than
the United States. The President of the
United States has more economic and
political power formally vested in him
than the King of England or the Presi-
dent of France; or even, considering his
freedom from legislative control and
from the necessity to resign when out-
voted, than the Prime Ministers of those
countries. These things make important
differences in the form of government,
but obviously not in the essence of these
governments as, all of them, are cap-
italist governments.

Then there are survivals in some coun-
tries of feudal classes with privileges and
powers directly defined by personal,
caste-status law as well as indirectly by
property possession as with the British
aristocracy, whereas in more thoroughly
bourgeois countries, there is formal
equality before the law and privileges
and powers are determined exclusively by
economic possession and property law.
This country is, not free from pre-cap-
italist laws, however, as proved by the
existence of the semi-feudal share-crop-
per system in the South and the Jim-
Crow laws which are personal-distinction
laws surviving from the caste status of
slavery. It is important to fight for the
elimination of all these pre-capitalist
survivals, king, lords, share-cropper sys-
tem, ete., yet if they are all eliminated,
you still have nothing more than pure
capitalist government with that formal
equality before capitalist law which
Anatol France so neatly satirized with
his famous aphorism:

AN ARTICLE IN THE SERIES
“THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW”

“The Law in its majestic Equality for- : trade unions. Still capitalist democracies

bids the Rich as well as the Poor to'

sleep under bridges and beg their bread
from door to door.”

What About
Democracy?

It is also true that in America, as in
England and France, there is the op-
portunity for great numbers of people
(all those adults who can afford a settled
residence in some states and in others
all who can pay a certain poll tax) to
vote every so often as to which particular
group of persons are to adopt laws com-
patible with the general constitution of
capitalist society, and enforce capitalist
law and maintain the capitalist order.
But it is obvious that this is really an
opportunity to choose within the narrow
limits indicated above, and to choose be-
tween two parties both of which are for
capitalism and both of which are con-
trolled by big contributors. Moreover,
under capitalism, not merely campaign
funds and party machines of the big
parties, but also big newspapers, the
radio and other organs for forming
public opinion, are controlled directly and
indirectly by big business. Consequent-
ly, democracy, in capitalist countries, is
really, despite thin disguises, easily re-
cognizable as capitalist democracy, i.e.
democracy for the capitalist class'in de-
termining its own class policies and its
manner of controlling the working class.
This does not obviate the fact that such
democracy for the capitalist class is at
the same time dictatorship over the
working class.

In the Soviet Union, on the other h;.n_d,
there is also an interplay of dictatorship
and democracy. There it is a question
of democracy not for a small minority,
but for the great majority, and of dic-
tatorship, not over the great majority,
but over a small minority. Incidentally,
the forms of proletarian democracy are
also superior: election directly from fac-
tories, regiments, collective farms; the
requirement that soviet delegates report
frequently to their constituents, must ac-
cept instructions as to how to vote (im-
perative mandate), are subject to recall
at any time, ete. It is because Soviet
democracy is democracy for the great
majority that it can so frankly avow its
character as a dictatorship (of the
proletariat) over the small minority (the
old possessing classes). And it is be-
cause American democracy is really a
democracy for a handful that it must
conceal as far as possible its character
as dictatorship of that handful of money
kings over the great majority and use
all the arts of hypocrisy, miseducation,
and befuddlement, to conceal its charac-
ter as a dictatorship (of the bour-
geoisie) over the great majority (the
workers and working farmers).

As To Fascism

Still the matter of relative preserva-
tion of democratic forms and civil liber-
ties, however, meager and insubstantial,
is important in capitalist countries. In
proportion as capitalism decays, in that
proportion it destroys even that limited
capitalist democracy and its limited bour-
geois democratic liberties, in favor of
purely autocratic, personal, naked dicta-
torship, dictatorship a la Mussolini and
Hitler. Here even the capitalist parties
must go out of business, and to preserve
its economic power and privileges the
capitalist class gives up even its own
democracy to a set of hired builies under
a personal autocrat. If capitalist demo-
cracies smash strikes, capitalist auto-
cracies of the Hitler type smash all

and capitalist autoeracies have this es-
sential feature in common, as have cap-
italist monarchies and capitalist repub-
lics, namely, that they are all varying
forms, better or worse forms, of the dic-
tatorship of the capitalist class.

And one more important difference.
Capitalist dictatorships aim to keep the
subject class permanently subject. But
proletarian dictatorships aim to eliminate
the roots of their subject classes, wipe
out all class distinctions and build a
classless society where no class dictator-
ship is necessary or possible.

Class And Party

From what I have said so far, you can
see that we mean dictatorship of the
proletariat, not dictatorship of the Com-
munist Party. Where then do parties
come in?

A class cannot rule directly, every
member of it, every day, saying his say
on every question as it comes up, and
every member of it devoting his full
time to politics and government. Each
class develops its own party or parties,
a vanguard of its most politically con-
scious and politically active members.
In America this is partially concealed
by the fact that both major parties are
parties of the same class, serve the in-
terests of the same class and often of
the same section of it (that’s why the
Duponts can divide the members of their
family between the two parties). And
both parties hypocritically pretend to be
the party of all classes. That helps to
explain the incredible unprincipledness,
hypocrisy, and corruption of American
political life. It also explains the con-
fusion that makes farm-blocs and labor
blocs, on a class basis, cut across party
lines. In France, on the other hand, each
party and there are many, is a little
more specific as to program and as to
which class it represents. The Commun-
ist Party makes no pretense to being
a classless party. It is the party of the
working class. Its platform is insistent-
ly, unevasively clear; the overthrow of
capitalism, the rule of the workers, the
establishment of a new social order. It
appeals to other classes oppressed by the
same financial dictatorship, only insofar
as it believes and can demonstrate, that
the victory of the working class will
also aid poor farmers and other op-
pressed sections of the population,

That brings me to your question about
Herberg’s formula: “the position of the
proletariat in the midst of the non-
proletarian toiling masses.” The prole-
tarian is the worker proper, he who
does not own his means of production
but must sell his ability to labor, his
hand and brain, to the owners of the
means of production. The non-proleta-
rian toiling masses include artisans who
own their own tools and means of pro-
duction and work for customers or the
market, peasants and poor farmers who
own their own land, etc. They must still
toil to live, but they live by ownership
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and self-controlled labor. In Russia, they
form the vast majority of the population,
and the proletariat has the special prob-
lem of winning and keeping their con-
fidence, of serving their interests as well
as its own. That is why the Soviet gov-
crnment has often been called a dictator-
ship of workers and peasants, of the
workers supported by and allied with the
peasantry.

As To Bureaucracy

In view of all the above, it is obvious
that the proletariat, and in a more limit-
ed sense the peasantry, exercise their
dictatorship through the vehicle of the
Soviet government, and under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party. But
the authority of the party is grounded
not in coercion, but in mass confidence
and mass support. The Party must judge
the needs of the masses well, express
them adequately, be linked up insepar-
ably with the masses, constantly recruit
their best and most advanced elements,
deserve their confidence and win it afresh
each day, by every move, for every pro-
posal, for every action.

For this reason the party needs to ex-
plain- not command, when dealing with
the class it represents. It needs to pre-
serve democracy within its own ranks
and democracy for the masses within
the government it leads.

I do not wish to conceal the fact that
certain bureaucratic weaknesses have
crept into the inner party life of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
and even, tho much less so, certain
bureaucratic weaknesses in the democ-
racy for the masses afforded by the
Soviet government or proletarian dicta-
torship.

But with all those defects, the Soviet
government is not merely a government,
the only government, in the interests of,
for and by the masses, but it is the
widest, completest, most thorough going
democracy in the world today.

As to the defects I have mentioned;
they carry me to your next question:
“Isn’t there something wrong with a
system, under which leaders of such
proven ability as Jay Lovestone, Leon
Trotsky, M. N. Roy and Bert Wolfe can
be tossed into the discard?” T'll try to
answer that one, next week.
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BOOT & SHOE “SAVES”
BOSSES FROM UNIONISM

United Shoe & Leather Workers Strike Back At Scabbing
Tactics By Mass Picket Lines And Parades Through
The City Of Haverhill

Having smashed the immediate hopes
of the shoe workers for one union in the
industry, the Boot and Shoe Workers’
Union has taken another step toward
imposing sub-sweat-shop conditions in
the factories.

With the approach of the slack season
after Easter the manufacturers are once
more preparing to slash wages. This is
only a continuation of the offensive
against wages and conditions of the shoe
workers started in 1934 but now they
have a new ally—the Boot and Shoe
Union.

BOOT AND SHOE
REJECTS UNITY

“Merger negotiations” held in Wash-
ington laid down the tentative lines for
shoe union unity. To these, all agreed
but the Boot and Shoe.

issued a statement which was, in effect,
a rejection of further negotiations at
the present time. They refused to sub-
scribe to the tentative understanding and
paid “lip service” to the need for omne
union in following words:

“We are definitely for one organiza-
tion of shoe workers as a part of the
American Federation of Labor. The door
of this organization is open to every
bonafide shoe worker, but not to those
who would exploit for their own person-
al gain, the shoe workers.”

In other words: “Everybody join the
Boot and Shoe!”

At an informal meeting held on March

15 at which several officials of the Boot:
& Shoe and the heads of the Independ-;

ent unions were present, a sort of “gen-
tlemen’s agreement” was suggested
whereby each union would undertake not
to interfere with the organization ac-
tivities of the other. Mr. Mara even
sent a letter to all of the locals of the
Boot & Shoe in which he declared:

“We also ask that where there is evi-
dence of an organizing campaign being
conducted by an independent group, our
representatives make no special effort to
discourage or disrupt them. The inde-

Their General .
Executive Board met on March 11th, and’

pendent groups have agreed to conduct
themselves in the same manner.”

HOW MARA KEEPS A
“GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENT”
Even while this “gentlemen’s agree-
ment” was being made and even while
Mr. Mara was sending this letter to his
locals, the Boot & Shoe was and is now
making efforts to induce shoe manu-
facturers in Haverhill to break their

.agreements with the United and sign

with the Boot & Shoe.

The inducements that the Boot & Shoe
offers the manufacturers are:

1) Lower and still lower wages for
the shoe worker.

2) They help to get rid of active union
mcmbers of the crew.

3 They “save” the manufacturer from
real union organization.

Knowing that because of their long
record of scabbery and treachery to the
shoe workers they cannot possibly gain
any membership; they decided to appeal
to the only ally they have in the shoe in-
dustry, the manufacturers and their
agents such as Chambers of Commerce,
Board of Trades, etc.

This is proved by the fact that while
thousands of shoe werkers were pouring
into the independent unions in 1935, the
Boot & Shoe Workers’ Union was the
only shoe workers’ organization that or-
ganized no shoe workers at all during
that same period. Whatever member-
ship they did gain came from signing
agreements with owners of striking
shops and filling the shops with scabs
while leaving the strikers to “pound the
bricks.”

At this moment they are concentrat-
ing their activities in Haverhill where
they have already induced one firm, the
Emerson Shoe Company, to re-organize
in order to break the agreement they had
with the United, discharge the members
of the United and sign up with the Boat
and Shoe. Even though their agreement
with the Emerson (now known as the
Hale Shoe Company) is less than
a month old, prices in that shop have al-
ready been cut far below the prices pre-

Relief Ciient Must Time Sickness
Carefully if He Wants Medical Aid

Red Tape And Callousness
Make Attention Almost
Impossible

By EDITH McGRATH

The Home Relief Bureau, has, as one
of its departments, a medical and nurs-
ing service, to furnish nurses and phy-
sicians to those on the relief rolls who
may need medical care at home. It has
a list of some 3,000 doctors who respond
to its calls and are paid $2.00 per visit.
Now if you are a “client” and happen to
become ill, your local Home Relief of-
fice will get you a doctor—that is, if
you happen to be lucky enough to become
ill before 3:30 P. M. or to become‘ser-
iously ill” before 5 P. M. And even if
you should be so fortunate, of course,
it’s not up to you to say how ill you
are. You are only a layman and can’t
possibly determine how badly you feel.
In fact, being a mere “client,” you prob-
ably don’t feel ill at all. It needs the
skill of a trained medical social worker
to determine that. If you drag your-
self to the precinct, nine chances out of
ten the medical social worker will be
able to look at you and tell you you
are quite able to go to a clinic since
you’ll have to wait there three or four
hours before you are examined. And,
if you send your son to the bureau to
request a doctor, the Medical Social
Worker can tell just by talking to him,
that a clinic will be fine for you. If,
however, he can convince them that you
are sick in bed with a raging fever, then
a doctor will be called.

If you ever had a family doctor he
will be called, but if you never enjoyed
that luxury, you just gamble on your

man. You may have been ill the month
before, but the odds are all against get-
ting the same doctor again even though
he could help you better because he al-
ready has had a chance to learn some-
thing about your constitution. This is
all because a few of the depressed doc-
tors whose sole income is Home Relief,
have taken a leaf from big business and
have formed combinations in restraint of
trade thru collusion with a few clients.
So, in accordance with the cannons of
capitalist ethics, the mass of the inno-
cent must suffer with the guilty.

Now what happens after 5 P. M. Mrs.
Park Avenue can call her doctor at
3:30 A. M. because she.is nervous. But
you have the privilege of calling an
ambulance. Then, after an interne has
decided that the hospital is the place for
you, youw’ll get what may be your first
auto ride. And what fun it will be
gambling on which city hospital will fin-
ally admit you! Because, you know, the
economy germ has no respect for medical
needs, and the hospitals are suffecing
from this disease, also. So if you are
not nine-tenths dead, you may enjoy a
tour of New York—possibly with three
or four other tourists—not one pleasure
bent.

But after all, let ds be broad-minded
and intellectually honest. Can you blame
the Relief, or rather, the Board of Esti-
mate which holds the purse strings,
when you run yourself down and low-
er your resistance because you are too
unintelligent to know how to furnish
yourself on the City’s generous allowance
of $.08 a meal nor protect your body
from the gentle touch of New York win-
ters with about $3.00 worth of clothing
a year!
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vailing in the rest of the Haverhill fac-
tories.

Not only are they negotiating with
several other Haverhill firms for the
same purpose, but they are also attempt-
ing to induce several other manufactur-
ers to move from their present locations
for the same purpose. Among those re-
ported so far are one now in Marlboro,
one in Auburn, Maine, etc.

The workers in one of the shops with
whom they are now negotiating, the
Bowdoin Shoe Company of Haverhill,
are and have been on strike for some
time against a wage cut.

This plot of the Boot & Shoe racketeers
and the manufacturers holds great dan-
ger for unionism in the shoe industry,
and unless nipped in the bud, threatens
to still further depress the conditions
of the shoe workers.

THE UNITED SHOE
STRIKES BACK

This challenge has led the United
Shoe and Leather Workers to follow the
second alternative set by the Washington
Conference which reads in part:

“to unite all the independent unions
into one organization and to carry on a
bitter fight against the Boot and Shoe
Workers Union until such time as there
remains one union in the industry.”

This is the task today!

The General Executive Board - of the
United Shoe and Leather Workers Union
together with the District Council and
Executive Boards of Haverhill have met
and have worked out plans to resist the
onslaught of this unholy alliance.

The plans consist of a thorough mobil-
jzation of the membership in Haverhill
by means of shops’ crew meetings, spec-
jal Local mass meetings, mass picket
lines at every shop where this snake
shows its head—with a mass parade in
the City of Haverhill as a climax of the
campaign. This campaign is intended
not only to beat back the Boot and Shoe
but to give warning to the manufactur-
ers, to the Chamber of Commerce, to the
City Fathers, to the boss press and to
any other groups that might openly or
under cover support this outfit, that the
shoe workers will not allow them to dis-
rupt their organization, nor to lower
their living standards.

HUPP VICTORY SHOWS
AUTO STRIKE CAN WIN

Walkout Against Wage-Cut Disguised As “Bonus System”
Successful Because It Came In The Middle Of
Hupp Production Season

The second article in the series on the
problems facing aworkers in the motor indus-
try, by Ben Lipsiger, will appear in an early
1ssue.

* * *

On April 11 the Hupp Motor strike
ended with a virtually complete victory
for the workers. The agreement provided
for the abolition of the “bonus” system,
the rehiring of all workers fired for
union activity, the restoration of senior-
ity rights and the company’s acceptance
of the Worker’s Negotiating Committee
as representative.

About eight hundred out of approxi-
mately eleven hundred employees of the
Hupp Motor Car Company went on
strike Thursday, April 4th in protest to
the institution of a group bonus system,
seriously crippling production. As a pre-
lude to this walkout the office help of
the company was locked out on Monday,
April 1 on charge that they were giving
out information to a group of stock-
holders and were permitted to return to
work only after pledging loyalty to the
stockholders in control of the office, The
battle between the two groups of stock-
holders is based on the charge by those
now in control that the others squand-
ered some $23,000,000 of the company’s
money when they were in power. The
case is now pending in court.

HUPP “BONUS”
PROVES WAGE CUT

As wages go in auto plants, before
the introduction of the group bonus sys-
tem, the Hupp employees were not as
poorly paid as are the great majority of
the motor men. But, with the change in
the system of wage payments, wages were
cut in half while the efforts of the work-
ers were increased three to five times as
much as before. Besides the complicat-
ed group bonus system kept the em-

EUROPE TODAY

By August Thalheimer

Our European Correspondent

GERMANY WAVES
THE BATTLE AXE

The success of the Moscow negotia-
tions between Britain and the Soviet
Union is due largely to the clarification
of the aggressive plans and demands of
German imperialism at the Berlin con-
ference. Fascist circles in Germany were
visibly disappointed in this unexpected
result. They had succeeded twice in se-
curing sanctions for their actions. First,
in the official announcement that Ger-
many possessed an air force, and second-
ly, in the introduction of universal con-
scription and the scrapping of the mili-
tary clauses of the Versailles treaty.
England had apparently accepted these
acts.

Despite these bold moves on the part
of Germany Sir Simon went to Berlin.
Why not continue these successful tacties
and intimidate England a third time
with a maximum military and imperialist
program? But the third round was lost.
The demands were excessive; they re-
vealed that Geran imperialism is aiming
at the abolition of the territorial clauses
of the Versailles treaty after having nu-
lified the military clauses, that Ger-
many’s aim is to become the strongest
military power in Europe; that its air
force is as strong if not stronger than
England’s that it is demanding a fleet
of 400,000 tons, (i.e. not less than 4/5
of the English fleet); and that a compro-
mise with Hitler Germany is possible
only on the basis of accepting this ad-
venturist program of completely upset-
ting the present relation of forces in Eu-
rope, a program which is entirely un-

" acceptable not only to France and the

Little Entente but also to England. Of
course, the Nazi press is now shouting
the slogan for home consumption: “We
are being encircled by enemies”, “We
are menaced on all sides in order to
create sentiment for war.

RESULTS OF MOSCOW
NEGOTIATIONS

On the other hand, the English repre-
sentative in Moscow could convince him-
self that the Soviet Union has no ag-
gressive plans at all and that it is bent
only on collective assurance of peace.
At the same time, tension between the
Soviet Union and Japan was relaxed with
the conclusion of the negotiations on the
sale of the Eastern Chinese railroad.
Here too the Soviet Union had proved
its eagerness to maintain peace.

The fundamental results of the Mos-
cow negotiations are the following:

1. That England has given up her re-
sistance to the Eastern pact. The East-
ern pact will become part of the statutes
of the League of Nations and the Sov-
iet Union demands the inclusion of Ger-
many and Poland in the Eastern pact.
This alone represents a far-reaching turn
in English foreign policy because it was
England’s reluctance to enter the East-
ern pact that determined France’s po-
sition on this question.

2. That England is willing to guar-
antee the “integrity” of the Soviet
Union. This also represents a change,
namely, that England is openly renounc-

ing plans to cut off the Caucasus, Turk-
estan and East Siberia from the Soviet
Union, plans which she had formerly
more or less supported. This is a re-
nunciation of Deterdings plans.

The Soviet Union, in turn, has rec-
ognized the “integrity” of the British
empire. What does this mean? It
means the official confirmation that “red
imperialism” is a legend, i.e. that the
Soviet Union does not intend to intro-
duce communism in Asia or any other
place at the point of bayonets.

This actual result of the Moscow ne-
gotiations eliminates the strongest ob-
stacle for France to the conclusion of
the Eastern pact, which lay in Eng-
land’s resistance, i.e. in France’s dilem-
ma in choosing between Great Britain
and the Soviet Union. France is now
in a position to form a closer alliance
with the Soviet Union and with Eng-
land.

The significance of the Moscow ne-
gotiations goes far beyond European
problems., They initiate an attempt to
clear up all questions between England
and the Soviet Union. To that extent,
there is a certain similarity to the events
of 1907 when England cleared up all
problems between Russian and British
imperialism and became part of an en-
tente with Czarist Russia. This simi-
larity is hovewcver superficial. The
role of the Soviet Union is very differ-
ent from that of Czarist Russia. The
Soviet Union has no imperialist aims
as did Czarist Russia as was revealed in
the well known secret treaties.

Japan responded to the idea of an
“Eastern Locarno” as did Germany.. It
declared that in the Far East there is
no such place as Locarno. Japan wants
to keep the way clear in the East for it:
imperialist aims.

This turn in British policy is the re-
sult of the obstacles she encountered in
Europe and Asia. On the one point, it
has become impossible to reach a com-
promise with German imperialism. On
the other hand, there are the demands
of Japanese imperialism which are in-
creasingly menacing English interests.

THE BELGIAN EXPERIMENTS AND
THE FRENCH SOCIALISTS.

The French Socialists are put into an
embarrassing position by the Belgian
experiment. French socialists have for
some time been accused by the bourgeois
parties as favoring inflation. This ar-
gument has won in strength now be-
cause of the actions of the Belgian So-
cial Democracy. Leon Blum is therefore
trying-——in vain, of course—to prove that
the Belgian Social democrats neither ad-
vocated nor forced the devaluation of
the Belga but that they were simply
forced to accept it as a fait accompli.
But they did accept it! Prices in Bel-
gium are already rising rapidly. Auto-
matically, wages and salaries are al-
ready being cut. This is the first re-
sult of the participation of the Social
Democrats in the government of “nation-
unity”. An extraordinary Party confer-
ence of the Belgian Labor Party has ap-
proved the participation of its leaders
in the government by a great majority.

ployees in the dark about just what they
would get. Thus the management was
resorting to drastic measures to consid-
erably cut their production costs. How-
ever, when the workers received their
first pay check under the new setup, a
committee went to the management to
demand the abolition of the group bonus
system. The refusal of the management
to comply brought the men out on strike.

Ordinarily it would be suicide for the
auto workers to strike at this time as
production has passed its peak and is on
the decline for the industry as a whole.
Indeed the auto manufacturers would
welcome a walkout as it would give them
an excellent opportunity to smash all
union organization in the auto plants.
Fortunately for the Hupp employees the
company was about a month and a half
late in getting production under way so
that, if the strikers prevented the impor-
tation of scabs, got the rest of the men
out still in the plant, and held their
own ranks solid, they stood a good
chance of victory since the company
must continue production.

MULTIPLE UNIONS
COMPLICATE STRIKE

The outcome of the strike was in dan-
ger because of the looseness of strike
organization and the lack of decisiveness
on the part of the leading committee, its
failure to realize the seriousness of the
fight before them, not only with the
Hupp Motor Car Company but with the
whole vicious open shop system of the
auto industry. For the first three days
no serious effort was made to set up a
disciplined organization. Not enough ef-
fort was made to pull out the Dingmen,
the M.E.S.A. and the maintenance men.
On Monday night, April 8th, before the
meeting of some 500 strikers the or-
ganizer of the Dingmen requested the
strikers to allow the Dingmen to con-
tinue work, his argument being that they
could do more good inside than outside
the plant. Brother Miller of the Motor
Products Local pointed out that only by
closing down the plant completely could
the strikers hope to win their demands
and that, as long as the Dingmen would
remain in the plant, the management
would see that the work was turned out
by them or by others whom would be
brought in. He also stated that a ser-
ious effort should be made to pull out
tool and die makers, members of the
MESA, and that they must be prevented
from entering the plant at all costs. The
Dingmen did not go to work the next
morning.

Not until Wednesday April 10th did
the strikers begin to realize that the
company was taking steps through the
press to minimize the walkout, and was
bringing in scabs from various sources.
Much more drastic steps were taken at
this meeting to keep mass picketing at
its maximum. All efforts were made to
close the plant to the extent that not
even foremen would be allowed to enter.
The fact that members of the M.E.S.A.
continued to go through the picket line
is only one more example of the role
dual unions play when members of an-
other union are involved in a strike.

DRESS STOPPAGE WINS

(Continued from Page 1)

do no work on “unsettled garments”.
The Association charged the Union with
calling an “illegal strike” and several
widely attended hearings were held be-
fore Impartial Chairman Feldbaum. The
position of the Union was presented by
Julius Hochman, general manager of
the Dress Joint Board. The decision of
the impartial Chairman was that the
workers could not be forced to work on
unsettled garments.

When it became apparent that the As-
sociation had no constructive program to
offer in the way of a collective agree-
ment for all its members in the $4.76
line, headquarters for individual settle-
ments were opened at the Hotel New
Yorker. In a few days over 90% of the
jobbers had settled.

Vandervelde explained that the Belgian
Social Democracy had to enter the gov-
ernment in order to avert a dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie, But the government
of van Zeeland is in effect a dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie with the Social
Democratic support. In the Chamber of
Deputies the Social Democratic repre-
sentatives voted unanimously for the
government while a considerable section
of the Catholic Party and a section of
the Liberal Party voted against it.

The Belgian working class will un-
doubtedly suffer setbacks as a result.
England has already introduced defens-
ive measures against Belgian devalua-
tion (increased tariffs on iron) and in
America Secretary of State Hull an-
nounced the possibility of such a move.
It is now up to the small Communist
Party of Belgium whether or not the in-
evitable disappointment of the Belgian
working class as a result of this ex-
periment will lead to a further weaken-
ing and demoralization of the workers
thus preparing the way for fascism to
their radicalization.
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Towards Catastrophe?

In so far as peace is concerned the results of the Stresa conference can
be written big in water.

The same can be said in advance for all the coming peace conferences.
Since the Versailles system at least one hundred anti-war pacts have been signed.
They have been but peace puddles at best. Friends of yesterday have become the
encmics of today and the antagonists on tomorrow’s field of battle. The hos-
tility between the enemies of yesterday is mounting skyward. An explosion is
not far off, regardless of how many and how varied Hitler’s peace promises
may be. German imperialism has crushed its enemies at home, freed itself of
the reparations burdens, and armed itself to the teeth. Its next move can be
only in one direction—to recover the ground lost in 1918 and to expand be-
yond its position of 1914. In the Far East, Japanese imperialist ventures pres-
ently know no bounds.

And the countless diplomatic obstacles to these two leading aggressive im-
pjerialist powers serve, in the main, only to intensify the danger of war and
to insure the conflagration being morc sweeping and devastating than any other
conflict in the history of humanity.

Under these circumstances the attitude of the working class movements
towards the feverish war preparations and towards the impending catastro-
phe itself is more than ever the decisive factor determining whether peace is to
continue or not. Frankly, it must be declared that too many sections of the
labor movement have to date failed to learn from the disaster of 1914. In gen-
aral, the social-democratic movement continues to travel on the same path
which led it to support the imperialist war plans of their respective national
government. Except for the Communists, there is as yet no consistent militant
movement in the ranks of labor to thwart and paralyze the capitalist war plans.

We dare say there is still to much truth in the following recent despatch
from Paris by William Bird to the New York Sun: “Mobilizing of public opin-
jon, so that war, if it comes, will bé accepted with patriotic resignation if not
with enthusiasm, is now practically complete thruout Europe.” In the light of
certain events this is anything but a rash conclusion. How else could one inter-
pretpret the declaration of Leon Blum, leader of the French Socialist Party, in
the Chamber of Deputies, that his organization would rally to the last man
for the defense of France (imperialist France) against German imperialism? De-
fense of the capitalist fatherland! How painfully we recall this cry in the last
war! Witness the assurance of support given Macdonald by the British Labor
Party. No more tragic step could be taken by labor in England than the re-
cent endorsement of Baldwin’s principles of foreign policy by Labor’s “shadow
cabinet” consisting of probable ministers in the next Labor government.

Of the same stripe is the rush for cabinet posts, for ministerial jobs, 1:3y the

leading figures of the Socialist (Second) International. Vandervelde, chairman
of the Second International, has just joined a cabinet whose job is to help Bel-
gian imperialism in its present financial plight and in its mlitary preparatons.
In No=way, Sweden, and Denmark we now have Socialist Party premiers. Ut}-
fortunately, in the ranks of the world Socialist parties this “qministet:ialism” is
no longer arousing the resistance it did in pre-war days. It is precisely such
politics that account for the anti-Soviet manifestations in many sections of the
socialist movement. These heroes of capitalist democracy have even gone so
far as to label the U.S.S.R. a fascist country. For instance, we find in “Marx-
istischer Kampf” (December 1st) a tirade against “Russian Communist Fas-
cism”.
Whatever sharp criticism is to be levelled against the tactical errors of the
Comintern, it must be underscored that the Communist movement as a whole
has been unflinching in its resistance to imperialist war. In no small measure
is the vigorous peace policy of the U.S.S.R. responsible for delaying the world
war todate. Pursuing the same objective—with tactics different, of course, frqm
those of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union—the French Commun}st
Party is conducting vigorous activities against the militarist and imperialist
course of its own capitalist class. Hence, the recent raid by the French govern-
ment on “L’Humanite”, the leading Communist daily in France. o

There is an organic connection between domestic aud' foreign polxc_y in the
bourgeois countries. Thus, M. Marin, minister of State without por}foho in the
Flandin government, put the problem clearly: “France’s diplomatic weakness
is directly attributable to the weakness of the State.” An ess'm}tlal part of the
preparations for war is the trend towards Fascism. It is significant that bour-
geois democratic France, in its basty preparation to ward off German Fas-
cist blows, can find no more effective steps than its own rapid advance to-
wards a Fascist regime, This is the rcal meaning of Marin’s plea for a “strong
government” in France. And this smashes to smitherines the theory of the
Social-Democratic leaderships for the need of supporting in the coming war
the democratic capitalist imperialist powers against the Fascist imperialist pow-
ers. The very process of capitalist war preparation wipes out all pretenses to
democratic rights for the workers. .

It is not yet too late to prevent an imperialist war. A broad united front
of ALL labor organizations to resist imperialist war prcpara.ti?ns is most ur-
gent. Not the slightest concession must be made to the pernicious doctrine of
defense of the fatherland. BOURGEOIS fatherlands are unworthy of defens:e.
Capitalist government, whether democratic, republican, monarchical or Fascist
in form, must be overthrown by the working class in the various countries.
The defeat and destruction of all such governments in imperialist war means
the victory of the working class. Obviously, this means the turning of. the im-
perialist war into civil war and the struggle for full power passing into the
hands of the working class. The more proletarian dictatorships that are estab-
lished, the greater the likelihood of world peace and world socialism.

Here is food for serious thought for all workers in the socialist movement.
‘Here is a road to revolutionary action which affords the best guarantee for work-
ing class victory on a world scale.

THE ECONOMIC WEEK

The business index resumed its decline under the impetus of the de-
cr d coal loadings for shipment. The compromise reached by the union
and the coal operators averted the strike and thus effected a curtailment
in production.

The Federal Reserve report for April states that “total profits of 659
leading industrial and mercantile companies whose statements have so far
been published were 52% larger for the year 1934 than for 1933.”

According to a report of the Consumers’ Advisory Board, the average
annual earnings for workers in the manufacturing industries are still below

1000.
¥ Looking at industries as a whole, other sources of information indicate
that according to October, 1934 payrolls, workers would have received, on
the basis of 52 weeks, anywhere from $687 in the cotton mills te $1550 in

the pow nd light industry.
¢ power ¢ —ECONOMIST

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe

FATHERLAND, by Karl Billinger. Far-
rar and Rinehart. 270pp. $2.50.

This is a picture of the “Fatherland”
as it looks and feels to the German
working-people to-day. Karl Billinger is
a pscudonym for an active communist.
He tells a plain unvarnished tale, truth
not fiction, of the terror the Nazi regime
practices against the Jews, pacifists,
socialists and communists, and against
the entire working class, We live with
Billinger in hunted expectation of arrest
as he works  underground, seeking
to rebuild the shattered Communist
Party. We go with him to prison and
concentration camp and are outraged
and lacerated by the beatings, kickings
and systematic tortures of body and
spirit to which he and his fellow prison-
ers are subjected. And we emerge with
him at last with the grim determination
to fight onuntil this festering sore that
afflicts the body of a sick social order
is cut out by the surgical knife of the
proletarian revolution.

The book grips and stirs you more
deeply than a novel. It has more excite-
ment. *And strange to say, it is better
planned. In this narrative of true ex-
perience, no art, no intensification, is
needed.  Story is there, for the times
we live in are “stranger than fiction.”

Climax is there, and momentary release,

and as in the “best books,” the clear sug-
gestion that “life goes on.”

This book should be required reading
for all American flirters with fascism,
for all workers who need hints as to how
a proletarian should conduet himself in
jail, for all liberals and pacifists and in-
different  philistines who believe they
can evade the struggles of our times, for
all official Communists who believe that
the theory of “Social fascism’ is correct
or that the German working class suf-
fered no defeat when Hitler came to
power.

It is painful to note that the curse of
“Social fascism” follows the Communists
even into the detention camp. In prison,
under the lash of the blackjack and the
wet rawhide whip, they refuse to unite
in joint action with their social-demo-
cratic fellow-prisoners and still act on
the fatal theory of the 13th Plenum that
even under fascism “the Social Democ-
racy is the main social support of the
bourgeoisie!” It is instructive that a
united front breaks thru at last. And
also jnstructive that Billinger, an official
Communist “loyalite,” makes the “cor-
rection” of the line come not from the
Party members, but from the pressure
of a left social democrat and a liberal-
pacifist student, who are horrified by the
sectarian divisions where the need for
unity is so great—and so apparent.

Stage and Screen

CLIFFORD ODETS, HIS PLAYS AND HIS CRITICS

By ROBERT ARTHUR

“Awake and Sing” is Clifford Odets’
most important contribution to date to
the fast growing proletarian drama. In-
deed, this play comes as a heartening
promise that the talent exposed in some
of the excellent writing in “Waiting for
Lefty” is designed to make Odets not
only a major contributor to revolution-
ary playwriting, but the first of the pro-
letarian writers for the theatre in Amer-
ica whose vision and vitality will rank
him with the leading playwrights of our
time.

For while “Waiting for Lefty” may
have shown those who imagine them-
selves acute, what it took “Awake and
Sing” to show your correspondent, the
shorter play, while it has its place, is
as significant ncither as drama nor as
propaganda to the revolutionary move-
ment. Having clearly evaluted “Wait-
ing for Lefty” for what it was when we
first saw it, we are not now in the em-
barrassing position of the New Masses
where one critic overpraised the shorter
play and left another critic with nothing

to do but underpraise “Awake and Sing”,
and spend several issues thereafter stub-

for(':es which propel them, most clearly
defined within the arbitrary limits the
play has set for itself.

These adjustments must of necessity
be altered or broken, when the char-
acter, in order to make a point to an
audience, steps out of the play or fails
to preserve his relationships within this
frame-work. Therefore, to this reviewer,
Burnshaw in writing of the reception of
“Waiting for Lefty” uptown, in the New
Masses on April 9, completely misses
the point when he is startled by what
he terms a difference in alertness be-
iween Broadway and left-wing audienc-
es. If he is saying that he is startled
to find that a political-minded audience
is more political minded than one that
isn’t political minded, I think he could
dispense with wasting the paper on which
to say it. No one who can spell could
gainsay his statement. Asurredly he is
jousting with a windmill when he thinks
the major weakness is in the audience.
There is an obvious difference in aud-
ience conditions and that difference, he
even admits, was expected. The whole
truth is that an “agit-prop” play de-
mands a receptive audience; the other

bornly upholding a stupid viewpoint. We j demands nothing but attention. One is a
found that “Waiting for Lefty” was not| political speech in great danger of being
as completely effective as it might have, booed unless it is among friends; the
been for several reasons: (1) the cumu- | other is a single imaginative conception,

lative value of Lefty’s absence could:
have been more skillfully prepared to
emotionalize the shock at the finish; (2)
the logic of the scenes could have led
more certainly to the climax-—namely, to
the strike; (3) nearly all the scenes could
have been infinitely less derivative. Yet,
it is, nevertheless, a play of real value.
As an “agit-prop” play it is one of
the best. As a force for the advance-
ment of the proletarian revolution it
has its undoubted merits. All that we
say is, that with no place to go, and
nowhere to sit down, it still finds itself
unruly in the parlor called the theatre.
In short, since its purpose is the crea-
tion of excitement, granting even a com-
plete achievement, it is still only a “thea-
ter piece”.

Now what “Awake and Sing” tries to
do is less simple. Its action is based
clearly upon an emotional line, and since
that line is much more important to the
expression of an idea than the creation
of merc excitement, it is also more sig-
nificant as a contribution to the revo-
lutionary movement. For what we say
emotionally in the theatre, while it may
not be immediately discernible as such,
is far and away the material of deepest
value. And, fundamentally, the differ-
ence between a play like “Awake and
Sing” and a play like “Waiting for
Lefty”is the difference between the ar-
tist and the pamphleteer, or the differ-
ence between an imaginative concept and
a public address. Undoubtedly the lat-
ter may at times be so well done as to
be more effective than the former, but
its essential value is lost quickly in the
maze of influences, or relationships, or
opinions, never accurately recorded,
which it calls upon its audience to sup-
ply. A play, on the other hand, tells
the complete story from a basically
imagined viewpoint. It demands very lit-
tle from its audience except attention.
Indeed, at its very best, it commands
both this attention and respect. With-
out asking a prior conviction or an al-
ready awakened enthusiasm, it persuades
by reason of its skillful handling of its
author’s truth or vision. We, the aud-
ience, unconsciously identify ourselves
with certain characters to whom the au-
thor, by sympathetic treatment of them,
has subtly attracted us. But the play’s
idea depends for its expression upon
characters whose relationships and ad-
justments are, collectively and individ-

ually, to each other and to the larger

complete in all details, theoretically
bullet-proof because it supplies all sides
and classes.

Odets has shown in “Awake and Sing”
that he can carry his extraordinary vi-
tality into the relationship of characters
in the artistic form of a play. For the
people in this Bronx Jewish family are
alive with an energy that is the despair
and wonder of their breed. Altho he has
burdened his script with far too many
abortive humors which tend to dissipate
its emotional vigor, Odets has his char-
acters speak an amazing language, a
kind of synthesis of the spoken word of
these people in life. His humor is nev-
er really born of a wise-crack, but is
amusing nearly always because it is pe-
culiarly revelatory in terms of char-
acter.

Yet it takes no miracle of mind to
discover that Odets in this play as in
“Waiting for Lefty” is still suffering
from a too great attachment to cliche
in general outline of the typc of char-
acter he portrays as well as in situa-
tion he develops. This is due, once again,
to the obviously derivative material in
his plays. Only one greatly gifted could
have overcome, as he undoubtedly did,
both the pathetic formlessness of “Awake
and Sing” and the familiarity of character
types and situations in both play. Only
the combination of his gifts and view-
point overcame the weakness of the
third act of “Awake and Sing”.

But let us not dwell too long upon
the deficiencies. We point them out
because here is a man of great talent
whose natural gifts should mature quick-
ly. If he succeeds in overcoming some
of the more obvious handicaps, he should
prove, within a short time, our most im-
portant proletarian playwright as well
as one of the outstanding playwrights
in America.

MARCH WITH THE CPO
ON THE FIRST OF MAY

Members and sympathizers of the
Communist Party (Opposition) and stud-
ents of the New Workers School will as-
semble at 61 West 14th St. at 11 in
the morning on May 1. All readers of
the Workers Age are urged to join the
ranks of the Communist Party (Oppo-
sition) and Communist Youth Opposi-
tion.

Dear Comrade

Editor

TOM MOONEY WRITES

California State Prison,
San Quentin, Cal.
4-12-35

Workers Age.
My dear Sirs and Brothers:

The United States Supreme Court has
deferred any immediate hope of freedom
I might have had by sending me back to
the Courts of California to exhaust all
judicial remedies in that State. For us
to hope for freecdom from the Courts of
Capital in California would be sheer
folly.

Everything should be done to create a
tremendous mass pressure of public
opinion that will compel the Capitalist
class of California to free me.

Our distinguished counsel have given
their matchless services to this cause
without fee. Services thus rendered, it
seems to me, is more than their fair
share in this tremendous public service.
They should not be rcquired to pay
actual courts expenses from their own
personal funds. Counsel will have to
make at least three round trips across
country, voluminous courts records and
briefs MUST be prepared and printed—
twice in California and once for the
United States Supreme Court, a great
amount of stenographic and clerical as-
sistance will be needed for this work,
and innumerable incidental expenses will
cost our defense at the very lowest,
$10,000; ten thousand dollars to go
through with this fight. Our defense
committee is penniless—deeply in debt
and struggling desperately to overcome
this seemingly hopeless situation.

Won’t you now come to our assistance
as you have so willingly and generous-
ly in the past by making an immediate
donation, be it ever so small, it will help,
and urgently call upon all of your as-
sociates and all workingclass organiza-
tions to send us a contribution.

This terrific workingclass battle of 19
years duration to expose the Mooney
FRAMEUP and free me from this tomb
of the living dead has saved many other
militant workers from similiar capital-
istic FRAMEUPS. Every penny invest-
ed and effort put forth in the Mooney
Case is, in reality, a defense of every
militant worker against such monstrous
conspiracies. I offer a sincere working-
class appeal for your assistance. I need
it. Will you help me? Accept my warm-
est personal regards and firm proletarian
greetings, I am,

Fraternally yours,
TOM MOONEY
3 1921

P. S.—Direct all funds and com-
munications to The Tom Mooney Mol-
ders’ Defense Committee, Box 1475, San
Francisco, California.

[ ]
A PUZZLED COMMUNIST

New York City,
April 17, 1935.
Comrade Editor:

In the April issue of the Communist,
the Central Committee of the C.P.
U.S.A. prints its lengthy manifesto for
a mighty united front May Day. In this
manifesto, calling for such united front,
it makes the following statement ‘“The
threat of a new war against the Soviet
Union is now real and immediate. The
lying and provocative assalts on the
Soviect Union by the Hearst press in
agreement with Hitler, the attacks by
the Roosevelt administration and the
State department arc followed by the
demand from represcntatives of clerical
and fascist reaction for the breaking off
of diplomatic relations. These war-like
provocations coincide with the march of
Japanese imperialism toward the Soviet
frontiers and with the new war-like
activities of German—Polish fascism
against the Soviet Union. In this cam-
paign, the A. F. of L. top-bureaucracy,
leader of the Socialist party, counterfeit
liberals, Lovestonite rencgades from
communism, and the counter revolution-
ary Trotskyite-Musteite outfit join forces
with Hearst and all enemies of the
American working class.” (emphasis
mine)

At the same time, the Daily Worker
blesses the invitation to Gorman (top-
leader of the A. F. of L.) to address the
April 3rd mceting attacking Hearst, the
C.P. sends pleas to Thomas (S. P. leader)
to unite with the C.P. in a mighty United
Front May Day, the Daily Worker proud-
ly prints a resolution passed by local 22
(headed by Charles Zimmerman, a lead-
ing Lovestonite) attacking the anti-
Soviet statements made by Harry Lang
in the Hearst press. These contradic-
tions, to say the least, are very con-
fusing to many communist sympathizers.
If the S.P. leadership is united with
Hearst, etc. then why appeal to these
leaders for a united front against
Hearst, etc.? If the top- leadership. of
the A. F. of L. is united with Hearst
then why invite Gorman to speak at an
anti-Hearst meeting, why write lptters
to the Executive Council of the A. F. of
L. addressing the members as Brothers?
If the C.P.O. is tied up with Hearst then
how explain action taken by Local 22 on
Harry Lang, as the local is headed by a
leading Lovestoneite. Who are the
counterfeit liberals?

I hope you may find time and space
to explain these contradictions. Many
communist sympathizers are puzzled.

Comradely,
COMMUNIST SYMPATHIZER



	v4n17-p10-apr-27-1935-WA
	v4n17-p23-apr-27-1935-WA
	v4n17-p40-apr-27-1935-WA

