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At First
GCLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

“CYAVINGS Depositors Hit Top Re-

cord in New York”! “Banks Bulging
with Deposits”! “Gold Piling Up in Our
Country.” Such screaming headlines are
nowadays common in the employing
class press. What does all this mean?
What do our financial experts have up
their sleeves when they rant this way?

These headlines are far more accurate
than the usual run. It is true that the
banks have more funds today than in
many a summer. However, this is not
proof of a healthy state of affairs, as
some superficial observers might believe.
Nor is the piling up of gold in America’s
vaults anything else but a harbinger of
disastrous days ahead. The basic indus-
tries of the country are in such an un-
sound position that the banks don’t dare
invest in them. The sources of profits
are drying up so rapidly in this country
that the banks are becoming increasing-
ly dependent upon government securities
for the investment of their funds. In
New York, for instance, sixteen of the
nineteen Clearing House banks report
(for the first quarter of 1935) nearly
40% of their deposits and one-third of
their assets invested in government
securities.

This growing scarcity of outlet for
bank funds indicates the organically
serious condition of even the world’s
most powerful capitalist machine. In
this situation are rooted many social
and political consequences of paramount
significance—none boding well for the
present system. Hence the cries of the
financiers about “the profitless business
of banking.” Coming months will witness
quite a number of “voluntary dissolu-
tions” among banking houses. Concen-
tration of capital at an accelerated pace
is the order of the day. Coincident with
this is its opposite—the extension and
diffusion of misery. Likewise the flight
of capital from Europe (thru gold ship-
ments) to our shores is bound to ag-
gravate the brewing difficulties here.
This trend serves only to accentuate the
speculative and unstable factors inherent
in American capitalist enterprise. This
was the effect in 1929. It will be much
worse in its consequences the next time.

In the present world situation capital-
ist rainbows are only signs of oncoming
devastating storms.

* * *

N a silver platter goes our sym-

pathy to the select folks who will
be guests at Buckingham Palace on
May 6th. At this State banquet in honor
of the King’s jubilee the famous gold
dinner service, valued at $16,000,000,
will not be used. More prosaic china will
be offered to the disappointed celebra-
tors. What a sacrifice! What a spirit of
selfdenial! This little incident reflects
lots of big things. Why should anyone
have such a set? The House of Hanover
(George V) is amongst the most de-
cadent royalties still plaguing nations.
Is this why? Then, why does the Labor
Party not seize upon this incident to
expose the whole costly futility of royal-
ties? Perhaps our communist comrades
might do a little more concrete propa-
ganda work and raise the issue of
abolishing the monarchy all-together.
What about Comrade Maxton proposing
in the House of Commons that on the oc-
casion of this Jubilee, “His Majesty”
sell the dinner set and have the proceeds
go to the clearance of slums, to the wip-
ing out of depressed areas?

Surely, our comrades and brothers in
England can see the organic connection
between this splendor, luxury, and de-
bauchery on top and the poverty, misery
and degradation at the bottom of society.
Such dinner sets are symbolic of the
class relations in British society. If we
are not too presumptious, may we pro-
pose to our class brothers and comrades

in our “mother country” that it wouldn’t

be a bad idea at all to pounce on their

DEMONSTRATE!

MAY FIRST

Brothers and sisters, fellow working men and women! We call upon you
on this day to gather to demonstrate your solidarity and power.

Fifty years ago, in their fight for the eight-hour day, the American workers

established May Day as the occasion for such a demonstration. The workers
abroad followed their example, and today workers in every corner of the globe
rally in masses to proclaim their revolt against starvation and want and their
determination to struggle for a better world.

Throughout the world this May Day of 1935 dawns upon untoid millions
of workers living in misery and nced. In the United States at least 12,000,000
are victims of hunger and idleness. With their wives and children they con-
stitute more than a third of our entire population.

In a world where abundance exists millions are depending on private and
public charity. with their meagre doles being steadily reduced. Those who are
employed receive scarcely a living wage, with the cost of life’s necessities con-
stantly rising. Producing much, they receive little. With millions unemployed
in the streets no worker with a job is secure in his employment.

LABOR AND THE GOVERNMENT

May Day of 1935 finds chaos in government policy and collapse in its
economic program. After the glittering promises of the National Recovery Act,
disillusionment has set in. Under Section 7-A the workers were entitled to
the fullest benefit of collective bargaining, but its administration was put in
the hands of agents of the employers. The result has been a denial of workers’
rights and an increase of employers’ power—in raising the cost of living and
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strengthening the monopolists’ hold on the necessities of life. Whatever gains
the workers have made are due to their own organized strength.

The right of profit remains sacred, sanctioned and perpetuated by .the
government, but the rights of the workers to enjoy collective bargaining;to
receive decent wages, to improve their conditions—these rights are violated
every day. Backed by the government, the masters of industry are not only
not content with their monopolies, their high prices and greedy profits, but
they are determined to crush the organizations of the workers. They maintain

child labor, they form company unions, they spend millions to influence legis-
tures.

THE MENACE OF FASCISM

Fascist barbarism has spread like a plague over Europe. Worker: recognize
that fascism is but a new name for bloody terroristic capitalism. In order to
keep the workers divided, Fascism sets up barriers of race and religious pre-
iudices, establishes terrors, crushes frcedom, raiscs the bloody spectre of

arbarism.

In America, the ruling class has already planted the seeds of Fascism. In
framing up Sacco and Vanzetti, in imprisoning Tom Mooney, in keceping the
Negro Scottsboro boys in jail, in the use of police brutality in strikes, in dis-
crimination against the colored people generally, the ruling class is growing
bolder every day. At the same time, a flock of demagogues and potential
Fascists are offering a Utopian promised land, but they say nothing about des-
troying the profit system or increasing the power of the workers over theis
own destinies, The Huey Long’s and the Father Coughlin’s, well financed,
mouth radical phrases after the fashion of the German Butcher Hitler, but theirs
is the hunger for individual dictatorships and a continuation of capitalist ex-
ploitation.

THE DANGER OF WAR

Capitalism continues to rush headlong into war. Commercial rivalries of
powerful capitalist groups are pulling at the strings of diplomacy in search of
foreign markets. The munition makers gloat over the intensification of nation-
alism. They watch the process by which fascism quickens the armament race all
over the world. The “Statesmen” of the nations scurry from capital to capital,
prepare their pacts and treaties and arrange the alignment of international
hatreds. The scene of 1914 is being repeated. Only united action by the toiling
masses can make the world safe from a new orgy of blood.

WORKING MEN AND WORKING WOMEN!

Let us turn the MAY DAY CELEBRATION into powerful demonstration
of working class unity against war and fascism. Let us raise the banner of inter-
national brotherhood and peace. Let us proclaim our eternal opposition to a
systen of capitalism, a system which throws millions into discard and starvation.
Let us prepare the way for a workers’ world of plenty for all who toil!

Let us demonstrate our solidarity with the workers of Italy, Germany,
Austria and Spain, temporarily under the heel of Fascism, but who are heroically
struggling for its overthrow; with the workers of England, France, Holland,
Belgium, Norway, Denmark and Sweden, who are marching steadfastly toward
Socialism; and with the workers and peasants of Soviet Russia who, amidst the
greatest difficulties are building a new Social Order.

INTERNATIONAL DAY, 1935

On INTERNATIONAL MAY DAY, 1935, we call upon the workers of
this, the greatest metropolis in the world, to come out in the streets in hundreds
of thousands, to close their ranks and march in one powerful United Labor
Demonstration—

AGAINST COMPANY UNIONISM AND THE OPEN SHOP

AGAINST STARVATION AND DEGRADATION

AGAINST CHILD LABOR AND RACE DISCRIMINATION

AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

FOR THE THIRTY-HOUR WEEK

FOR UNEMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL INSURANCE

FOR ADEQUATE RELIEF FOR THE NEEDY

FOR BREAD, FOR WORK, FOR PEACE

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY OF THE WORKERS

royalty for such an insulting display of
loot to the hungry, jobless millions.
* * *

EUROPE TODAY

LAW SLAMS PRISON

T doesn’t take much talent in prophecy
to forecast that China is due for a
serious worsening of its economie crisis.
The precipitating factor will be the Roo-
sevelt monetary policy boosting artificial-
ly the price of silver.

Few will today defend the thesis that
the New Deal’s policy of buying up
silver has helped economic conditions in
the U. S. But one achievement must be
credited to this Roosevelt remedy: It
has certainly helped to lend still more
instability to the world currency sys-
tems. China operating on a silver basis
is soon to pay for this American patent

'medicine with all the hardships for the

masses attendant to currency reorgan-
ization, to installing some form of the
(Continued on Page 5)

By August Thalheimer

Our European Correspondent

AFTER STRESA

The pressure exerted by France and
Italy succeeded in making Stresa go be-
yond the “exploratory” stage though it
fell short of concluding pacts. The total
results of the Stresa conference are re-
flected in the retreat by Germany on the
question of the Eastern pact. At the
Berlin negotiations with the English min-
isters Hitler had rejected the participa-
tion of Germany in any Eastern pact
which called for a mutual military as-
sistance pledge even if Germany were
exempt from this pledge. Germany has
retreated on this point. This step of
course does not preclude any future ma-

necuvers against a real Eastern pact;
nevertheless it represents a retredt.

This retreat was made by Hitler Ger-
many to avoid its complete diplomatic
and foreign political isolation. Germany
was threatened by isolation since Stresa
meant the beginning of a united front of
defense against Germany.

This beginning consists in the fact
that England and Italy have voiced no
objections to the French-Soviet pact,
established in principle, though they are
not participating themselves. The Gen-
tleman’s Agreement reached between
Laval and the Paris Soviet Ambassador

(Continued on Page 6)

DOORS ON BRESLOW

Conference Plans Further
Fight For Canadian
Labor Leader

MONTREAL, QUE.—The petition for
“Leave of Appeal” to the Supreme Court
of Canada, presented on behalf of Com-
rade Frank Breslow and W. Rudin,
serving a six month sentence on a chirge
of “conspiracy to intimidate,” was dis-
missed on Thursday, May 18. Therefore
the channels for legal procedure in this
case are, now practically closed.

Immediately after the result of the
appeal became known Bernard Shane,

(Continued on Page 5)

ORGANIZATIONS IN THE MAY DAY

International Ladies Garment Workers
and All New York Locals

Amalgamated Clothing Workers
America and All New York Locals

Socialist Party of N. Y. and All Locals

United Hebrew Trades

Jewish Daily Forward

Workmen Circle and 350 N. Y. Branches

League for Industrial Democracy

Jewish National Workers Alliance

Poale Zion Organization

Rebel Arts

of

Jewish Socialist Verband
Painters Union, Dist. Council 9
Millinery Workers Union

Cap and Hat Workers

Young People’s Socialist League
United Neckwear Makers Union
International Bakery Workers
Hebrew Butchers Union
Butchers Union, Local 174
Retail Grocery Clerks

Int. Pocket Book Workers
Suitcase and Bag Makers

International Fur Workers Union
Industrial Workers of the World
Barbers Union

Anti-Fascist League

Waiters Union

Typographical Union, Local 83
Boot and Shoe Workers Union
Doll and Toy Workers Union
Watchmakers Union

Jewelry Workers Union
Laundry Workers Union
Shipping Clerks Union

LABOR CONFERENCE

Workmen Circle Schools
Communist Party (Opposition)
Workers Party of U. S.
Jewish Workers Party
Radio Factory Workers
Celluloid Workers

Young Circle League-
Student L.I.D.

Teachers Union
Unemployed Workers Union
Civil Works Employees
Socialist Consumers League

United Hebrew Actors

New Workers School

Spartacus Youth League

Metal and Machinery Workers

Maritime Transport Workers

Wood Workers Ind. Union

Local 802, Musicians Union

N. Y. Sign Writers, L. 230

Paper Plate and Bag Makers

Inside Bakery Workers (striking work-
ers of the National Biscuit Company)

Communist Youth Opposition
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MAY DAY IS A LIVING
SYMBOL FOR LABOR

The Workers Age Reprints Rosa Luxemburg’s Analysis Of
Labor’s Great Day As A Reflection Of The
Direction of the Labor Movement

By ROSA LUXEMBURG

May Day is a living historvical clement
of the internatinal proletarian class
struggle and therefore it has faithfully
reflected for almost twenty years all the
phases, all the factors of the class strug-
gle. From an external viewpoint it seems
to be the same monotonous repetition of
the same speeches and articles, of the
same demands and resolutions. And those
whose glance cannot penetrate behind
the meaningless surface of things and
grasp their cssence, belicve that thru
constant repctition the celebration of
May Day has lost its entire significance,
that it has become practically an “empty
demonstration.” But under the apparent-
ly similar external circumstances May
Day reveals within itself the constantly
changing pulse of the proletarian strug-
gle! It is part of the life of the labor
movement, therefore changes with it,
and reflects, in its spiritual content, in
its sentiment, in its tenseness, the chang-
ing situation of the class struggle.

Phases of May Day

The inner history of May Day has
passed thru three great phases. In its
early years, when it had to force the
way open before it, it was greeted with
the tense expectations and elevated sen-
timents of the proletarians of all coun-
tries. The workers had won a new
weapon for their arsenal and the first
attempts to use this weapon intensified
the feeling of power and the joy of
struggle of the millions of exploited and
oppressed. On the other side, the new
demonstration of the class struggle
evoked in the bourgeoisie of all coun-
tries the deepest hatred and fear. The
jdea of an international Socialist demon-
stration appeared to it as the returning
ghost of the old International and the
eager response to a simultancous world
celebration of labor, as the death-knell
of the entire rule of capital. This ac-
counts for the insane preparations made
in the early years to overcome the
dangers of May Day with the most
brutal police and military violence.

And of course the place of vanguard
in the armed battalions of the terrified
bourgeoisie was taken by the “free re-
public” of France—only second to Czar-
ist absolutism. The first blood shed by
the proletariat in the name of May Day
flowed in 1891 in Fourmies (France)
and in 1892 in Lodz, Russian Poland.

But it did not take long before the
rulers grew calmer and began to re-
cognize the purely demonstrative charac-
ter of May Day. Of course this was as-
sociated with the long period of pri-
marily parliamentary struggle and the
quiet development of political and trade
union organizations, that now set in in
the labor movement. In Germany the first
May Day was marked by the collapse of
the Socialist “exception law.” In 1893
the Belgian proletariat won access to
parliament; in 1896, the Austrian. At
any rate, the ninetics were a decade of
active trade union work and irresistible
growth of the parliamentary representa-
tion of labor. The demonstration of the
laboring masses themselves retreated
before the action of the representatives
of labor; the idea of the international
community of the proletariat retreated
before the positive activity and the ex-
tension of the workers’ parties in every
country. Gradually May Day became a
peaceful folk-festival, regarded with
considerable equanimity by bourgeois so-
ciety.

In recent years a noticeable change in
the situation of the labor movement has
set in. A fresh wind blows over the
fields of battle. In the East the great
Russian Revolution. In Germany a
sharpening and intensification of the
political and economic struggle: exten-
sive lock-out activities against the work-
ers in industry and the consolidation of
all bourgeois parties for the parliamen-
tary lock-out of the working class. In
France a brutal crusade of the “radical”
government against the trade unions and
a series of bitter wage struggles.
Aroused by the powerful growth of the
proletarian organizations during the last
fifteen years, terrified by the Russian
Revolution, the international bourgeoisie
becomes nervous, savage, aggressive. . ..

May Day Arises Anew

And thereby May Day enters upon a2
new phase. As the immediate demon-
stration of the masses—their only direct
political action hitherto outside of elec-
tions, it becomes filled with a new con-
tent, with a new spirit, to the degree
that the sharpening of the class struggle
again pushed to the foreground the role
of the proletarian masses. The more
that reaction, that the rule of naked
violence of the bourgeoisie contests
every step forward in the interests of
the proletariat upon the economic and
political fields, the more do we approach
the time in which the masses will take
matters into their own hands, in which
the masses will be called upon to defend
in their own person the interests of their
class emancipation. To prepare ourselves
to meet these inevitable times, to arm
ourselves in the expectation of these
times with the consciousness of our duty
and our power, that is today the task of
the proletariat—and May Day, as the

direct demonstration of the masses, is a
means towards this end.

At the same time another factor steps
into the foreground with vigor: the
internationality of the cause of the
working class. As long as the class
struggle had the least bit of democratic
elbow-room and as long as the day of
positive parliamentary work lasted, the
labor movement was dominated by the
peculiarities of its national surroundings,
by its national dispersal. But as soon as
the fundamental forces of the class
struggle arise from the depths of cap-
italist society to the surface, as soon as
the struggle throws the masses sharply
up against the ruling powers, then the

idea of the world proletariat, one and in-

divisible, again revives. The prepara-
tions of the bourgeoisie of all countries
for May Day this year recalls to the
proletariat that its struggle for emanci-
pation is one and the same in all coun-
tries. Today, at the head of the army
of world labor stands the RusSian prole-
tariat, the proletariat of the land of
revolution. And the revolutionary strug-
gles of the proletariat of this country,
its experiences, ils problems, constitute
the great historical school for our
coming great struggles. May Day this
year again arouses—as it did in its car-
ly days—the hatred and fear of the
bourgeoisie; by the working masses,
however, it is grected with determina-
tion and the joy of battle. From the
very beginning a proletarian demonstra-
tion for the cight hour day and against
war, it has gradually become a demon-
stration for the proletarian revolution.
Not the decline but the tremendous rise
of May Day lies ahead of us for it is
borne aloft by the same storm-wind that
is already swecping over the surface
of bourgeois society and that will lead

us to bitter struggles and to final vie-

tory!

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA ON
THE ROAD TO FASCISM

Two Fascist Grouns Vie For Power In Another Vaunted
Stronghold Of Seccialism; CP Fails To Raise
Immediate Demands Of Workers

The immediate objectives of the
Czechoslovakian bourgeoisie were recent-
ly outlined by Foreign Minister Benes
in several programmatic speeches deliv-
ered to groups of industrialists and by
the Governor of the National Bank, Dr.
Euglis speaking before the general meet-
ing of the National Bank. Both express-
ed a feeling of discontent and intolerance
with the slowly moving governmental
appuratus revealing thus that they were
rendering accounts to the real rulers of
the country.

Slogans such as “re-vitalization,” “no
more liberalism,” “syndicalism,” “four
year plan,” “concentrate all national
forces” are indicative of the general
sentiment of the bourgeoisie. Add to this

LG

White, Negro Alike Thrown
Off Land To Wander The
Roads Of The South

This article is summarized from a
study made by the Commission of Three.
We present it as an excellent factual ac-
count of the condition of the share-crop-
pers although we do not agree complete-
ly with the offered solution. Shortly
we will present an article by Will Her-
berg on the way out for the share-crop-
per.

* * L ]

The masses of rural workers in the
South have never been farmers in any
proper sense of the word. Two million
{families—eight and a half- million per-
sons—are merely attached to the soil as
tenants or share croppers or otherwise
dependent upon owners and bosses. This
huge population includes three million
Negroes—three fourths of all the colored
farm population of the South—and near-
ly twice as great a number—five and a
half million—cf white workers.

The plantation system, which enslaved
the Negrocs before the Civil War, has
continued to exploit both Negroes and
the poorer whites ever since. Virtual
peonage, which shows itself to some ex-
tent in the tobacco and sugar planta-
tions, spread like an evil poison over the
whole of the great cotton industry. King
Cotton has ruled the South for genera-
tions not as a benevolent despot but as
a ruthless tyrant ravaging the lives of
the peons and blighting the economy of
the region.

The Categories
O1 Misery

The system is.too well known to need
detailed description. The owner works
his land, whether it be a small farm or a
huge plantation, by dependents who are
variously known as tenants or share
croppers. “Tenant” is a term applied
to all these dependents who live and
work on other people’s land and who re-
pay the owner in kind through the crops
grown. “Croppers” are a special sub-
division of tenants at the very bottom
of the scale to whom are furnished not
only land and the shacks they live in
but also the mules and other farming
cquipment including seed, and even their
carrent food—paniry supplies——chiefly
salt meat, corn bread, and molasses. The
owner is entitled to a share—usually
one half-——of the produce in return for
use of the land, and in addition must be
repaid for his advances to the tenant
family by part or all of that share of
the cash crop which nominally belongs
to the worker.

According to the cxtensive studies of
Dr. Rupert P. Vance, of the University
of North Cavolina, over seventy per cent
of all farms in the South are worked by
share tenants—that is, by persons who
turn over to the land-owner a large part
of the crops they raise. In the thirteen
cotton states there are 1,091,944 white
tenant familics and 698,839 colored. More
than one third of the white tenant
families throughout the South are “crop-
pers”—that is, persons without farm
animals or tools of their own; over half
of the Negro tenants are in this lowest
category.

The “croppers” system even under fair
management makes the tenants and their
lamilies dependents rather than farmers.
In actual practice the owner often in-
sists that all furnishings be purchased
at his store—at fancy prices plus exor-
bitant interest. The tenants are kept in
constant debt by high charges and easy
manipulation of accounts. These debts
together with the pressure of traditional
social custom render the workers bound
to the soil and to the system.

Jotton farming, southern style, in
spite of crass cxploitation of the labor-
ers, is a colossal failure; it keeps a fer-
tile and potentially rich region at the
bottom of the economic scale.

Farm Economics Perverted
By Race Feeling

The system, bad in itself, is made
abominable by the racial situation. Al-

Starvation Is the Only Road for
The ’Cropper Under the New Deal

r

though there are five and a half million
white people in this near peonage, the
system takes its tone from the relation-
ship of “boss and nigger.” The rural
Negro during slavery and since emanci-
pation has no rights which the white
man need respect or does respect. The
set pattern both of race relations and of
farm relations is that of masters and
serfs. Because of his economic condition
and because of his race, color, and pre-
vious condition of servitude, the Negro
is helpless before the white master.
Every kind of exploitation and abuse is
permitted because of caste prejudice.
the poor white connives in this abuse
of the Negro; in fact, he is the chief
protagonist of it.

This “boss and nigger” tradition,
which has added gross corruption and
cruelty Lo an economic order bad enough
in itself, has carried over to treatment
of the white tenants and croppers. Yet
it has been impossible to bring about
any change even to get the poor white
wourkers to make a stand, since any
movement for reform was immediately
confused with the race issue. The white
farm workers have fastened the chains
of peonage upon themselves because of
their blind prejudice against the Negro.
The white peons have ncver realized—
and the owners have been careful to eee
that they should never be allowed to
rcalize—that the cause of white and
colored peons is identical. Because of
their insistence upon the degrading of
three million Negro tenants, five and a
half million white farm workers con-
tinue to keep themselves in slavery. ...

Enter; The New Deal!
The A.A.A. has made the plight of the

tenant still more desperate. Pegging the

cotton price and payments for crop re-
duction, while saving the land-owner,
have decimated the ranks of the tenant-
croppers. Owners found naturally that
they did not need so many worker-
families on the reduced acreage. Fur-
thermore, with cash in hand, they began
to hire labor simply for the active
months and to discontinue the system of
supplies to tenants throughout the year.

The result was that tens of thousands
of familics both white and colored, who
heretofore had been getting a living,
however meager, were thrown off the
plantations and onto relief. These
familics will probably never be taken
back as tenants, since the owners have
found a new and checaper way of work-
ing their cotton through temporary hir-
ing of cheap labor during the active
work scasons, some three or four months
a year. The movement away from de-
pendent living on farms into the ranks
of casual labor and relief has already
involved probably three hundred thous-
and to four hundred thousand families
and is steadily continuing. Of course it
will not wipe out all or probably even a
majority of the tenants and croppers.
But it may -easily run to six hundred
thousand families in the southern states

or to about thirty per cent of this de-
pendent farm population,

This depopulation of the farms seems
to be affecting white and colored about
equally. In many cases the Negro is be-
ing dropped more ruthlessly, in accor-
dance with the time-honored custom of
giving Negroes least consideration in any
situation. But in other instances whites
are being put off and only Negroes re-
tained, on the ground that Negro tenants
can be more easily handled and exploited
in spite of any regulations which the
federal government may try to lay down.

No one has any tears to shed at the
break-down of the vicious system of
farm tenantry and crop sharing. But
the last condition of these poor form de-
pendents is even worse than the first.
They are now completely cut off from
any means of livelihood. Unless the
government is willing to give relief in-
definitely, it is hard to see where the
thing will end—though it is easy enough
to see where the individual families will
end, namely, in starvation.

There is substantial agreement on de-
finite plans of action for a comprehen-
sive program of distributing small farms
to former tenants and croppers and at
one fell swoop (a) to begin to substitute
ownership for the former tenancy sys-
tem and (b) turn back the tide of rural
relief dependents onto self-sufficiency on
their own farms.

Forty Acres And A Mule

Here is the proposal in briefest out-
line. It is cssentially an attempt to carry
out the old slogan “forty acres and a
mule” for every farm family, plus some
new homes and barns to be financed as
a part of the program of work relief,
plus active service agencies to guide and
aid the new homesteaders in every pos-
sible way.

The plan as at present outlined is for
the government (through some special
agency set up for that purpose) to buy
up huge acreages of farm lands now in
the hands of insurance companies, land
banks, and others, and to distribute this
land in small plots of minimum size re-
quired to support farm families, prob-
ably twenty to forty acres in the cotton
area. The land may be allocated to the
new owners either on long leases or
through contracts of sale on long time
payment under easy terms. The aim is
to give the new farmers a sense of
ownership or stability on the given plot
and to prevent them from selling or
mortgaging the holdings or otherwise
alienating their new birthright.

Service agencies are suggested to
supervise, guide, and aid the homestead-
ers. These service agencies should not
only give expert counsel, but also provide
seed, fertilizer, and even certain of the
current supplies which were heretofore
furnished by the plantation owner. In
certain instances the service agencies
will have to finance buildings and farm
animals, but these capital investments
should be held to the very minimum so
that the homesteaders will not start
with too burdensome a debt. It is be-
lieved that the project can succeed on
a large scale only if the capital invest-

! Front.”

repeated references to Italy and Ger-
many, the rejection of state investments
and inflationary schemes as well as the
general 40 hour weck, propaganda for
increased exports which would mean a
renewed attack on wages.

Grave Diggers For
Parliament

Reactionary measures are being in-
troduced in the domestic policy of the
government. A law which requires each
political party to register with the gov-
ernment is in preparation and will in all
probability be uscd after the elections in
order to drive the Communist Party and
the Sudetendeutsche Home Front (sym-
pathetie to Hitler-Fascism) underground.
Considering the general sentiment this
might prove the beginning of the des-
truction of the old bourgeois parliament-
ary system as a whole, all uhder the
guise of “disciplined democracy.” The
Social Democracy—which is part of the
government—is still supporting these
moves but already with apprehensions.
An attempt is being made in Czecho-
slovakia to carry out the fascist pro-
gram of the bourgeoisie within the
framework of bourgeois democracy with-
out the extra expense of a counter-rev-
olution. It is now obvious that the
bourgeoisie is definitely orientated to-
wards fascism and that bourgeois democ-
racy will have but a short span of life.

Two Camps Of
Fascism Growing

In the German section of the country
all former bourgecois parties have be-
come part of the Sudetendeutsche Home
Front under Henlein. The most recent
municipal councils’ elections indicate dis-
satisfaction of Communist voters with
the CP and a considerable loss of votes
in former strongholds of the Party.

In the Czechoslovakian section the
“National Front” 1is growing., This
movement may be compared to the so-
called Harzburg Front in Germany with
Gajda, the military hero from Bruenn,
playing somewhat the same role as did
Ludendorff.

The most important bourgeois party
of the Czech section, the Cleriecals, is
moving towards fascism. The “Sokols,” a
bourgeois sport organization which in
recent years has grown to 700,000 serves
as a recruiting ground for the “National
A few days ago the various
youth movements, the National Demo-
crats, the National League and the Na-
tional Front amalgamated. The demand
that only Czechs and Slovaks be allow-
ed to carry weapons whereas the nation-
al minorities do their military service in
labor camps is typical of the prevailing
spirit. The CP decspite this situation
confines its activities to general agitation
for a socialist bloec of action without
laying down the objectives of the strug-
gle in a program of action taking a rev-
olutionary stand on the current economic
and political questions. The CP’s willing-
ness to enter a united front alone has
evoked a good response from its mem-
bership and sympathizers—as the recent
meelings in Prague have shown. But
this will have little effect on the great
mass of Social democratic and unaffiliat-
ed workers. All the sincere and energetic
efforts of the CP to overcome its isola-
tion from the masses must fail because
of its inability to link up the futile, and
partial struggle for immediate demands
with the struggle of the working class
as a whole thru revolutionary transition
slogans.

It is the task of the Opposition to
analyze the economic situation and the
class relations in Czech and to work out
those questions which are the most vital
in the struggle.

ment (including land and whatever
buildings, repairs, and animals are re-
quired) does not exceed one thousand
dollars to fifteen hundred dollars per
unit.

Right along with this general wide-
scale distribution of lands, experiments
should be conducted in unified and care-
fully directed types of communities, such
as (a) cooperative farm colonies, (b)
communities with highly developed self-
contained services in schools, health
facilities, movies, stores, community in-
cubators and brceding stock, ete., etec.,
(¢) communities of the European type
with homes and public services concen-
trated into villages and with farm lands
on the outskirts.

It is of course not to be supposed that
this scheme of land distribution, even if
carried out wisely and on a wide scale,
will solve all the problems of the rural
South. There remain such tough ills as
(a) large stretches of worn-out soil, (b)
the long tradition of concentration on
the single cash crop, cottom, for which
the world market has fallen sharply, (c)
the vicious and cnervating prejudice be-
tween the races which beclouds issues
and makes almost impossible any con-
certed program of recovery and pro-
gress, (d) the traditions of dependence
and the general incompetence of the

workers, both white and colored, who'

make up the large marginal farm popula-
tion,

—y
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MAY DAY GREETINGS FROM THE

International Ladies Garment Workers Union

MAY DAY GREETINGS TO
THE WORKERS AGE
Middle Village Branch,

Workmen’s Circle No. 546
B. Feltman, Sec’y

Comradely Greetings from
the
FURRIER’S FRACTION
Communist Party
(Opposition)

On May First, Cloak Operators Union
Local One of the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union greets the Workers Age
in the name of the solidarity and progress of
the workers of the world. Let this May First
mark the beginning of a new era in the his-
tory of labor, an era in which labor shall go
forward to a world without oppression, in-
justice or exploitation.

Louis Levy, Manager Local 1
Rubin Zuckerman, Chairman Lecal 1

Workers!

MAY DAY GREETINGS

For the Thirty Hour Week!
For Bread, for Work, for Peace!
For the International Solidarity of the

For a Workers’ World!

Joint Council Knitgoods Workers Union
of the ILGWU and the UTA
Affiliated with the A. F. of L.

HARRY SPINDEL, Pres.

Montreal Comrades Greet
the
WORKERS AGE

EVA KATZMAN — KALMAN
RICHARD — D. 8.
J. R. — A FRIEND

A FRIEND __ ANITA MENDELSSON

E. M.

LOUIS NELSON, Manager

MAY DAY GREETINGS
For Progressive, Militant
Unionism and a
Workers’ Worl

The Amalgamated Clothing
Workers Progressive Circle

KNIT GOODS WORKERS OF THE
JOINT COUNCIL
GIVE FRATERNAL GREETINGS TO
THE WORKERS AGE

Florence Smith; Fritzi Kaye; Julia
Valentine; Frances Pisciotta; Estelle
Bassin; Harry Spindel; Jesse Lane; Ray
Michael; Manny Tatz; E. J. De Leo; Al
Lerman; Morris Krissoff; Harry Good-l
stein; Rose Klibanoff; Salvatore Ciotta;
Loius Nelson.

S. Stieglitz; J. Kassoff; Molly Brooks;
Elias Levy; Adam Bayer; Ben Brown;
Isidore Dittersdorf; Jack Bernstein;
Sarah Munsky; Ray Michael; J. M.; Wm.
Schaffer; Sam Malken.

REVOLUTIONARY
GREETINGS
from the
Buffalo Unit of the
Communist Party

MAY DAY 1935

We greet the workers of the world and affirm our abiding
faith in the International Labor Movement.

Let us join together in a mighty outpouring for the libera-
tion of our Brothers and Sisters in the Fascist-ridden countries,
for peace, for the coming classless society where toilers will not
be hounded by oppression, unemployment and hunger.

JOINT BOARD OF THE DRESS AND WAISTMAKERS’ UNION

Julius Hochman, General Manager

Nathan Margolis, President

Phillip Kapp, Secretary-Treasurer
AMALGAMATED LADIES’ GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION, LOCAL No. 10,
Samuel Perlmutter, Manager

Joel Abramowitz, President

DRESS AND WAISTMAKERS’ UNION, LOCAL No. 22,
Charles S. Zimmerman, Manager-Secretary

MAY FIRST GREETINGS
~ to the
Workers Age
For Progressive Unionism!
For Labor Solidarity!

PROGRESSIVE GROUP
JOINT COUNCIL KNIT GOODS
WORKERS UNION — A. F. of L.

Greetings to the

AGE
Boston Unit, CPO

COMMUNIST GREETINGS

from
Baltimore Unit, CPO

COMRADELY GREETINGS TO THE
WORKERS AGE

FROM A GROUPS OF
DOLL AND TOY WORKERS

" A. Ravitch; E. Diana; A. Esposito; A.

Nathan Margolis, President | Paullone, J. Casketta; T. Mobilia; H.

DRESS AND WAIST PRESSERS’ UNION, LOCAL No. 60,

Max Cohen, Manager

Isidore Wasilevsky, President
ITALIAN DRESSMAKERS’ UNION, LOCAL No. 89,
Luigi Antonini, 'Gen. Sec’y.-Manager
Joseph Di Mella, President

(Opposition)

COMMUNIST WISHES
to the
Workers Age
Philadelphia Unit, CPO

IRVING PLAZA HALL

15th St. & Irving Place, N. Y.
Greets the

Workers Age

on
May Day, 1935

May Day Greetings
from the
National Committee

LITHUANIAN WORKERS
SOCIETY

Affiliated to the International

Communist Opposition

A. Matulis, Sec’y.

(Collected by Comrade Rich)
Ben Rosen; A. Kudlonity; D. Altman;
M. Zamadsky; Abe Albert; Morris
Janiger; Sam Rich; Louis Steinberg;
Ginsberg; Hyman Steinberg; Irene Stein-
berg; Sam Friedman; D. Davidson; A,
Kaufman; Chas. Feuer,

MAY DAY GREETINGS
to the
Workers Age
from
A Friend of Communism

MAY DAY GREETINGS
from the
Liberal Press

From the black depths of the
land of lynching the
SOUTHERN VOICE

sends its hope for the solid-
arity of all workers and

Gives Fraternal Greetings to

A. RAVITCH
Secretary-Treasurer

THE DOLL AND TOY WORKERS UNION

Local 18230 affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor

Age on this, Labor’s greatest holiday.

REVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS
The New Workers Scheol

Domino; A. Anclacht; S. Tumino; J.
Hershcowitz; T. Balella; S. Liberman;

1. Picola; Sam Ebert; Anna; H. Hill.

REVOLUTIONARY
GREETINGS
Detroit Unit, CPO

GREETINGS!
Chicago Unit, CPO

the Workers

A. ESPOSITO
President

The New York'District of the CPO

WORKERS AGE

Greets the

MAY DAY GREETINGS

from

MISCELLANEOUS LOCALS JOINT COMMITTEE

of the

INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ GARMENT WORKERS’ UNION

Composed of

Miscellaneous Branch Cutters’ Union, Local No. 10
Waterproof Garment Workers’ Union, Local No. 20
Blouse & Waistmakers’ Union, Local No. 25
Designers Guild of Ladies’ Apparel, Local No. 30
Corset & Brassiere Workers’ Union, Local No. 32
Ladies’ Tailors Workers’ Union, Local No. 38
Whitegoods Workers’
Bonnaz Embroiderers’ Union, Local No. 66

Children’s Dressmakers’ & Housedress Union, Local No. 91
Cloak & Suit Truck Drivers’ Union, Local No, 102
Button & Novelty Workers’ Union, Local No. 132

Ladies’ Neckwear Workers’ Union, Local No. 142

Joint Council Knitgoods® Workers’ Union, Local No, 155
Ladies’ Tailors Alteration Workers’ Union, Local No, 177
Out of Town and Department

Union, Local No, 62
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Stanley Menano; M. Hanan;
Chatelli; G. Lamneroato; C. Stone; M.
Yablon; S. Glanrz; M. Maslianha; Glott.

Edna Lind; Esther Diamond; M. Klie-
bard; H. Scheelter; N. Grey; Reva Weis-
man; Rose Zorn; Anonymous; H. Me-
metz; Kalisher; Schmier; Egreen; Dan;
Hy Rubin; Mielt Mautner; L. H.; Ed.
Sagarin; Moe Stone; Al Burrows; M. B.;
Sylvia Elenzon; Al Epstein; Leslie Wil-
son.

farmers.

Fred:

S. Lowenthal; H. Sackstein; A. Friend;
Sympathizer; Lillian Gottlieb; Ross
Gottlieb; Joseph Mangeri; Alex Cantor;
E. Kudrinstzky; Jacob Goldstein; Pearl
Halpern.

Lillian Raitano; Frances Cohen; Leon
Galasso; Sadie Nattis; M. Packear; V.
Gelo; P. Notorelli; Grace De Louise;/
Bertha Dernis; M. Mandel; J. Mandel;

W. Adelman; Jim Sullivan; K. Sharp;

A. Schinasi; Bertha Young; Morty Good-
man,

A. Fox; J. L. G.; A Friend; A Worker;
M. Haben; Zavil Gold; De Tasea; Betty
Young; John Gordon Nat Fishman; Joe
Gillis; J. Elman; O. Schliefer; Lillie
Gordon; L. Hershman; S, Mesnil;
Samuel Rothstein; Edelman; Sam Cohen;
Joseph Farber; Morris Adolph; Lena

REVOLUTIONARY
GREETINGS
Bronx Unit, CPO

COMMUNIST GREETINGS
Harlem Unit, CPO

DRESSMAKERS GREET THE AGE
A. Hirsh; S. Winick; Sol Moss; D.
Tagharini; J. Goldstein; H. Schever-
mann; Anonymous; Abe Drisber; R.
Seiler; Helen Schaffer; A. Schehtor;
Harry Huden; Sylvia Zimring; Ethel
Dobbis; J. Atlas; H. Jacobs; H. Boin-
stan; J. Sherer.

Communist Youth Opposition
Greets the

WORKERS AGE

Brownsville Comrades
Greet the
AGE

GREETINGS
from Units of the Communist
Party (Opposition)
Newark - Paterson - Lansing -
Ft. Wayne - Hamilton - San
Antonio - Toronto - St. Louis -

Los Angeles - Hartford.

COMMUNIST GREETINGS
from
Pittsburgh Unit, CPO

WORKERS OF LOCAL 1, ILGWU
GIVE MAY DAY GREETING TO
THE WORKERS AGE
Sam Keldin—W. Fried—S. Topel—Louis
Shapiro—L. Hausen—Sam Hyman—Sam
Cohen—A. Gladsten—Wachter—Gidon-

Greenberg.

sky—Cherrin—J. Levine.

GREETINGS TO THE “WORKERS AGE”

DOWNTOWN UNIT, NEW YORK C. P. O.
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May Day on lLabor’s Fighting Front

NEW YORK
On May Day The Cloakmakers
Look Forward To A Year

Of Struggles
By SAMUEL ZELDIN

The past two years of the Cloak-
makers were very far from being splen-
did on the economic field. Thousands of
Cloakmakers are still applying for relief.
The short seasons and the long slack
periods, and the cut in earnings because
of the rising cost of living surely did
not improve the conditions of the Cloak-
makers. This proves that we were cor-
rect when we told the Cloakmakers not
to depend on the N.R.A. because the
New Deal would not better their condi-
tions, altho a many labor leaders hoped
and believed that the Blue Eagle would
help the American Workers.

I am not saying this of our Union.
The Union did make an attempt to en-
force the agreement in the Cloak-indus-
try and succeeded a great deal bettering
the standards of the Cloak Makers in
the short time that we were working in
the shops. However, the shortcoming on
the part of a number of officials was that
they failed to prove to the workers that
they bettered their economic conditions
thru the strength of the Union and not
thru the N.R.A. Hence many Cloak-
makers look first to the NRA and then
to the Union. Such a situation is detri-
mental.

Now we are on the eve of the renewal
of our agreement. It seems that the
manufacturers and the jobbers are de-
termined to weaken the Union and ex-
ploit the Cloakmakers to an ever greater
extent. They are dreaming of the years
of 1931 and 1932, but they are forgetting
that the cloakmakers are a trained army
and our Union is well equipped and we
are ready for struggle. The cloakmakers
will not give up an inch of their hard-
won gains. Not only are we not content
with the present agreement but we are
going to fight for additional demands
put forward by Local 1, such as the 30
hour week, the 6 hour day, Unemploy-
ment Insurance paid by the employers,
and a good many others, We all stand
united against the exploiters in the
Cloak Industry to hurl back any attempt
made by them against the Union.

DETROIT

United May Day Is A Vital
Need Of The Workers Of
The Motor City

May Day is still considered by the De-
troit workers as an occasion for the
“reds” to fight among themselves. To
many radicals May Day is a sort of re-
ligious holiday when they are given the
opportunity to wash away all the sins
committed since the last celebration of
May Day. The “radicals,” the Social-
ist Party and the Communist Partry, ap-
pear to completely forget the American
origin of May Day. Indeed in their
preparations for May Day they treat
the mass trade union movement as a
non-existent factor. They are primarily
interested in putting on a show to ad-
vertise their own particular sect, instead
of setting in motion wide sections of the
organized labor movement,

In Detroit the Socialist Party, of re-
formist brand, (Thomas “militants”)
and the Communist Party, of “pure”
revolutionary hue, send out “all embrac-]
ing” calls, (with reservations) to their
affiliated organizations and the few
friendly unions. When some innocent
worker speaks up with the question why
the trade union movement has not been
approached, or serious efforts made to
approach it, the seers of the “red age”
throw him a glance of dismissal, crying,
“What do you mean? Don't you realize
that this is our holiday and you are not
advanced far enough yet to celebrate
with us?” Then turning to their “com-
rades” they remark, “We are the labor
movement, comrades. Never forget that!”
From now on ’till dooms day, if the C.P.
has its way, there will be “one united
May Day.” Until every Socialist lands
a seat in Congress and long after the
S.P. will call for “one united May Day”.
And until such time they will continue
to have their separate family renunions
on May Day—with the trade union work-
ers still wondering what it is all about.

How do the trade union burocrats take
May Day? Within their stately portals
May Day shall not sully their draperies.
May Day is one of the violations of the
sacred cannons of the capitalist class.

The trade union movement should util-
ize every opportunity, particularly on
this historical day, to dramatize the very
demands the trade unions are again put-
ting forth.,, 30 hour week, unemploy-
ment and social insurance, the right of
collective bargaining, and no discrimina-
tion for trade union activity. But the
trade union burocrats object because to
draw out the members of the trade
unions to demonstrate on May Day for
these demands means that they are be-
ing drawn closer to the revolutionary
movement and away from their influence.
In spite of them a beginning has been

Fraternal Greetings
WORKERS OF THE
MILL DRESS CO.

made here in Detroit, by the new locals,
organized the last two years, particu-
larly in the automobile industry, who,
although not understanding the full im-
plications and significance, realize that,
if May Day will focus the attention of
large numbers of workers on their de-
mands.

If we don’t succeed in getting the
workers to demonstrate on May Day,
they will continue to listen to “Ma” Per-
kins, Roosevelt, and other spellbinders of
the capitalist class on the respectable
Labor Day granted to them by the boss-
es. It is our duty to revive within the
mass labor movement the traditions of
May Day by putting forth slogans hold-
ing the most appeal for the organized
workers. Only by drawing in the larg-
est numbers of the organized workers,
in that way bringing them closer to the
revolutionary workers,—then—and then
only—will May Day assume its real sig-
nificance.

THE SOUTH

Deepening Crisis In The South
Lays A Base For Work
Of Militants

It is difficult in a brief article to give
an accurate picture of conditions in the
South. The industrialization process is
growing by leaps and bounds. Small
“deep” South towns formerly dependent

ZIMMERMAN WILL
SPEAK ON WEVD

With its tested program of “big
time” opera vying with the current
events features, the “Voice of Local
89,” Saturday’s popular morning
feature over WEVD (1300 KC.) will
take on an extra fifteen minutes to
become a full hour beginning this
week. The time now is from 10 to
11 A. M.

The extra time will be used to
broaden the interest of the program
by the addition of a speaker who will
use English. This Saturday the guest
speakef will be Charles S. Zimmer-
man, Manager of Local 22, Luigi An-
tonini, Acting President of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers
Union and General Secretary of
[talian Dressmakers Union Local 89,
the organization sponsoring the pro-
gram, will continue his weekly talks
on union and labor problems.

upon lumber mills, now boast of fac-
tories, cheap labor and the beginning of
unionism. Unfortunately, union organ-
izers in the South reflect the burocracy
of the A, F. L. leadership and their ideo-
logical perspectives.

Consequently in-
stead of cementing organizational power

through reliance on their own unity, the
workers too often see their organizers
assuring Chamber of Commerce groups
of their peaceable intentions.

The next great wave of union organ-
ization will find the South in the fore-
front. Progressive forces must no over-
look nor underestimate the possibilities.
Already in a great many cities and towns
in the deep south and the southwest,
unionism is rampant. For instance, in
Kilgore Texas, the organized bakery
workers went on strike. The bakery
truck drivers joined them. The organized
moving picture operators refused to
throw bakery advertisements on the
screen. In five days the strike was won.
In Longview Texas, a union labor man
ran for the office of City Commissioner
on a Labor Ticket. True, he was beaten,
but it is an indication of which way the
wind is blowing. It is also a sign that
with the application of a correct tactical
line, progressive forces can make great
headway in leading the politically and
educationally backward workers in gra-
dual steps towards true Communist prin-
ciples. The stupid tactic of “self-deter-
mination in the black belt,” used for the
past five and a half years by the official
Communist Party, will greatly increase
the hardship of the real progressive ele-
ments in the work of breaking down the
barriers between the Negro and white
workers,

Progressive forces and unions must

The workers in Hartford are to-day
faced with the problems that must be
settled by the entire American Labor
movement—the very existence of unions,
the preservation of the most elementary
rights of the workers to organize in-
dependently of the employers and bar-
gain collectively for themselves.
Briefly, the history of the majority
of the unions in Hartford coincides with
the period of the NRA. Last year, when
the first wave of organization and
strikes occurred, the workers became ac-
quainted with the perpetual circuit of
Boards and Investigating Committees
whose work consisted of eliminating
strikes or tossing them back and forth
from one board to another. The results
of the strikes at the Arrow, Underwood,
and Pratt and itney were small con-
cessions in pay, but no real recognition
of the unions, no real enforcement of
conditions in the shops by the unions.
Without. recognition, without enforce-
ment of conditions, there is no guarantee
that even the slightest improvements
will be maintained.

COLT STRIKE

THE SPEARHEAD

This year the fight has centered
around the Colt’s Patent Firearms Co.
where, after months of futile negotia-
tions, a strike was called on March 13,
the main demand being union recogni-
tion. From the very beginning, the
Manufacturers’ Association, which is
here an experienced strike-smashing
machine has refused to even discuss the
issue of union recognition. The NRA
Labor Board machinery in this strike is
once more holding off a final settlement
of issues. And in this case, because
Colt’s does most of its business with

THE BASIS FOR A GENERAL STRIKE
MOVEMENT IN HARTFORD

Colt Strike Is Vanguard Of
Union Smashing Drive
By Bosses

By ART STONE

government departments, the role of the
NRA and the whole New Deal govern-
ment has been brought out most sharp-
ly. Everybody of importance in the New
Deal has been injected into the negotia-
tions and even Roosevelt stepped in to
hold off an investigation by the Senate
Munitions Committee. Even after the
National Labor Board had ruled that
Colt’s violated Section 7-A and had taken
away its Blue Eagle, Richberg as head
of the NRA delayed the action of notify-
ing the Government departmeénts of this
fact and not long thereafter the com-
pany became bold enough to issue a
statement saying that their contracts
with the government were “inviolate.”
The case was given another ride to the
Justice Dept., which immediately rush-
ed into print with the statement that it
did not plan to “rush the case into the
courts.” This farce continued to the
gituation in which the management at
Colt’s, when in Washington to “negoti-
ate,” didn’t even see the union officials.
Instead, they spoke to Witherow, the
representative of the manufacturers on
the NRA, while the union officials were
talking to Murray, the union represen-
tative on the NRA.

LABOR FACES ITS.
TEST OF POWER

After six weeks of striking and picket-
ing, the illusions about cooperation from
NRA officials are worn pretty thin. The
unions have been thrown entirely on
their own resources and the issue has

become clarified. A defeat for the Colt’s
strike means a defeat for every union
in the city and in the country. So far
has an understanding of this developed
among the Hartford workers, that they
have already taken the initiative and
received the authorization from the
Connecticut Federation of Labor for the
calling of a general strike.

TOWARD A
GENERAL STRIKE

The question of the calling of a city-
wide general strike raises several im-
portant problems. First, it must be em-
phasized that a general sympathy strike
in order to be most effective even in
what it immediately aims at must be
turned into a general strike of all the
shops for union recognition. Only by
becoming an effective weapon with real
power in the shops can the unions as-
sure their own future and the enforce-
ment of improved conditions on the job.
Secondly, the preparations for the
general strike have most sharply
brought out the role of the city govern-
ment in furnishing police to protect
scabs and strike-breakers and intimidate
and jail strikers. This role places upon
the order of the day the breaking off of
all connections of workers’ organizations
with the two main parties, and of the
repudiation of these parties as represen-
tatives of the working class. It will make
the organization of a Labor Party, a
party based mainly on the unions but to
which every working class organization
could belong, the greatest immediate
task for the workers. And only in this
way, through the Labor Party, will the
workers and their unions be able to lay
a permanent foundation for the free ex-

send to area many more politically ma-
ture and tactically correct organizers.
Their task must be to further union or-
ganization, strengthen the bond between
white workers and the Negro people,
champion the abolition of the peonage
and serf conditions of the Negro and
white cropper and tenant, smash the
barriers against Negroes in trade unions,
fight against lynching, jim-crowism and
discrimination, and educate the Negro
and white worker and working farmer
to the necessity of independent working
class political action. The task is a dif-
ficult one. It offers a challenge. It must
be faced with grim determination and
Communist zeal,

BALTIMORE

' A Progressive Center Seen As
Great Need For Trade
Union Militants

On this May Day we Progressives
workers of Baltimore should to ask our-
selves what are we going to do during
the coming year. Are we going to go on
the same as in the past or are we going
to change our line of approach toward
the various problems confronting the
entire working class of the city and
state. Progressive in the Trade Union
movement must realize that unless we
ourselves lay down a plan of action,
there can be no question of moving the
top leadership.

The question arises: Is there a pos-
sibility for a concerted effort on the
part of the progressives to do any con-
structive work for the improvement of
the trade union movement? Of course
there is. But first and foremost we our-
selves must get together, form a pro-
gressive center discuss plans of action
and systematically carry out work in
order to get the support of the general
membership.

Let us not evade the issue any longer
by saying that we are too few, because,
if we look around us, we find that there
are plenty of forces in any a Local
Union to be gotten together, if we only
go the right way. If we have been un-
able, up to present time, to do any ef-
fective work it is because we have dis-
regarded the forces that we have; have
acted in a scattered fashion, without any
Center, separately, without getting any-
where. Thus we have wasted our energy
and then blamed the workers for not
responding our calls.

What should be our perspective ?
First. We must put to the front the
necessity of organizing the millions who
are not in the unions at the present
time.

Second. The necessity of industrial
form of unionism must be brought home
to all the workers. This of course must
be done by propagating the idea of
amalgamation of existing unions into
powerful fighting instruments of strug-
gles.

Third. The necessity of independent
political action thru a Labor Party based
on the trade unions and other working
class organizations together with all ex-
isting working class political parties.
Let us not wait any longer! Let us
not wait till it may be too late!

Let us go to work tactfully and we
shall not fail.

NEW YORK
Progressive Policies In Knit
Goods Union Have Won
Gains For Workers
BY LOUIS NELSON

The First of May, 1935, finds the knit-
goods workers in the Joint Council Knit-
goods Workers Union on the road to
building a powerful Union that com-
mands the confidence of all the knitgoods
workers and is respected and feared by
the employers.

When the present progressive leader-

| ship was voted into office it was con-

fronted with taking the Union out of a
state of both financial and moral bank-
ruptecy. Today, after barely seven
months in office, the entire industry is
compelled to recognize that the Joint
Council, under the leadership of the pro-
gressives, has accomplished this two-
fold task. Practically our entire member-
ship is composed of workers who are
young both in years and in the labor
movement. The members of our Union
have practically no labor or trade union
tradition, yet despite this handicap, the
progressives have been able to hammer
out a Union leadership which is rapidly
developing into class-conscious, militant
trade unionists. We are conducting an
organization drive that is rapidly bring-
ing the open shops into the Union fold.
Workers who have never before had any
conception of the labor movement, are
today being made aware of the prob-
lems of the labor movement. Our Union
reacts immediately to all the questions
confronting the workers—locally, na-
tionally, or internationally.

On this May First, we progressives ap-
peal to all knitgoods workers to exam-
ine the record of the achievements of
the progressives and unite with us to
build a militant, aggressive, powerful,
Joint Council.

Communist Greetings

istence of the working class.
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Parties Under Workers’ Rule ., wiis serserc

Some months ago the Workers Age
published Will Herberg’s first article on
Hook’s concept of Worker’s Democracy.
The gap between this and the third ar-
ticle in the series will be much shorter.

In my first article, which appeared in
these columns some time ago, I examin-
ed certain aspects of the conception of
“workers democracy” presented by Sid-
ney Hook in the October 1934 issue of
the Modern Monthly. I attempted to show
that, despite the appearance of daring
and original thought, Hook’s views on
these questions, and especially his much
emphasized contrast between class dicta-
torship and party dictatorship, were at
bottom not very different from the re-
formism we find in Kautsky and his like.
In the following paragraphs, I want to
conclude my criticism by examining
Hook’s argument for the many-party
system under the proletarian dictator-
ship together with some closely as-
sociated questions.

L

Hook launches his thesis with some
considerations about the “general nature”
of class society and it is to these con-
siderations that we must turn first.

“In class societies,” he writes, re-
ferring primarily, of course, to bour-
geois class societies, “the dictato.r-
ship of a class is rarely expressed in
the rule of a single party. Usually a
coalition of parties, all of whom re-
present, despite their . spe_cial' dif-
ferences, the same fundamental inter-
ests, constitute the government. The
identity of the fundamental interest
is brought out particularly when the
exploited class Dbestirs itself and
threatens by its militant action the
stability of the social order. At crucial
times 'a single party exercises the dic-
tatorship of a class and applies io
other parties of the same class, the
same terrorism with which it sup-
presses the class enemy. In the past,
when this has taken place, there was
no nonsense talked about the rule of
the party being the expression of
class democracy or the means by
which class democracy was realized.”

In these few sentences, a number of
problems are posed, of whose real nature
Hook appears to have not the slightest
inkling. He seems to think that the ex-
istence of many parties for one class is
the normal, “natural” state of affairs,
everywhere and for all classes—and so
why not for the working class as well'?
But the matter lies just a little bit
deeper!

Marx and many after him have not.ed
the significant fact that the proletariat
is, in its very nature, a much more uni-
form, homogenecus class than the })our-
geoisie; the very possibility of lpter-
national consolidation should indicate
that. The bourgeoisie has, as a ma};ter
of fact, been traditionally divided .mto
many sections, primarily along the !u}es
of economic interest. Thus, in.addition
to the petty bourgeoisie, we are able to
distinguish the merchant capitalists, the
industrial capitalists, the agricultural
capitalists, the finance capitalists and
others, as definite social groups, each
with its own special interests withm. t}ge
general framework of the capitalistic
system. Indeed, the differences among
them are frequently so great that they
may even appear as independent classes
and their clashes as class struggles,
sometimes culminating in violent col-
lisions, examples of which are common
in the nineteenth century. I}ut among the
proletariat such deep-going divisions
along the lines of economic interest are
not to be found; the separation of the
skilled from the unskilled, the most
serious breach in its ranks, is merely
temporary and superficial in con'tras_t.
Any “special” groups that may arise in
the proletariat will, under close exami-
nation, be found to be the result of the
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An Answer To Sidney Hook’s
Concept Of Parties In
A Dictatorship

demoralizing pressure of alien class in-| -

fluence.

Why is this so? The reason is not far
to seek. The bourgeoisie is essentially
the class embodiment of the economic
relations of capitalist exploitation. But
there are many forms of capital and,
within the system as such, many forms
of exploitation, not always harmonious
or even compatible. Hence there arise
formidable “special interests” with the
usual social and political machinery for
their advancement and defence. With
the proletariat it is quite different. The
clash of the special groups, sub-classes,
so to speak, built upon the various forms
of capital, in a word, the scramble of the
exploiters for the booty (the surplus
product), has no direct relevance as far
as the unity of the proletariat is con-
cerned. This unity is essentially pre-
dicated on the indisputable unity of in-
terest of the working class in the aboli-
tion of every form of exploitation alike.

In the nature of the case, the bourgeoisie

has its diverse special interests within'Are Political Parties The Same

the framework of its general class in-
terest. But the historical class interests
of the proletariat are one, not ony na-
tionally but internationally as well!
It is now obvious enough that for the
bourgeoisie the many-party system is
the “natural” condition, each party re-
presenting, in some form or manner,
some “special interest,” some sub-class,
in the above sense. (In the United
States, where this “natural” develop-
ment of parties is suppressed thru the
rigidity of the two-party system, the
same effect is produced by intra-party
and inter-party “blocks.”) But, by the
same token, the “natural’” system for the
proletariat, that is, the one conformable
to its concrete class character, is the one-
party system. Hook’s “general” argu-
ment therefore returns upon itself and
proves the exact opposite of what he is
aiming at!

Under certain conditions, Hook re-
cognizes, the coalition of bourgeois par-

ties gives way to a one-party dictator-
ship. But he seems to envisage this
phenomenon in the form of a Fascist re-
gime, as can be seen from the quota-
tion given towards the beginning of this

In A Bourgeois State And
A Workers State?

article. This is a gross error. To con-
ceive of Fascism as simply the dictator-
ship of one (of the many) “regular”
bourgeois parties is to miss its very es-
sence, which consists in the rise to
power of an entirely “new” party, a
petty bourgeois mass movement, as the
trustee of big capital. A more valid il-
lustration of the dictatorship of the
single party in the history of the bour-
geoisie is to be found in the story of
the French Revolution, to which Hook
also refers. The Jacobin dictatorship
in 1793 was the dictatorship of the ex-
treme left wing of the “third estate,” of
the petty bourgeoisie engaged in “carry-
ing out the interests of the bourgeoisie,
even tho not after the fashion of the
bourgeoisie” (Marx). “It is a matter
of historical record,” Hook has the as-
surance to tell us, “that when Robes-
pierre faltered in his speech—to the
cries of ‘The blood of Danton is choking
him!’—he was not trying to prove that
the dictatorship of the Convent was a

Strength and Weakness of Motor
Unions Revealed in Hupp Strike

'Milita-nt Action Forced Concessions From Auto Barons But

More Could Have Been

Gained Had The Union

Leaders Acted Decisively

BY AUTO ‘

On Thursday, April 11th, the Hupp
Motor Car Co. retreated on the question
of the group bonus system of pay be-
cause it saw that it would not have to
make concessions on points that are of
vital importance to the workers in es-
tablishing decent working conditions so
necessary in the auto industry.

The walkout had been called for these
reasons:

First, the refusal of the company to
employ some of the active members of
the union, including the president who
had worked for the company fourteen
years; second, the failure of the com-
pany to abide by seniority rules: and,
third, the company’s giving the union
shop committee the “run around” when
differences came up: fourth, and most
important, the introduction of the group
bonus system which brought about a de-
crease in wages in many cases as much
as 50%.

All the efforts of the shop committee
to get the management to scrap the
bonus system being turned down, a gen-
eral walkout finally resulted. Though
not complete this walkout was of suffi-
cient magnitude to prevent the produc-
tion of cars on the line. Only as the
strike progressed did the workers begin
to realize the seriousness of the situa-
tion. Steps were taken to pull out those
who still remained inside the plant fer
work. As a result there were skirmishes
on several occasions with the scabs as
well as the police. The fighting spirit
and determination of the strikers, plus
the difficult situation in which the com-
pany found itself with litigations in the
Federal Courts over the question of the
squandering of some $23,000,000, partially
contributed to the early settlement. One
of the most important factors which was
completely overlooked by the general or-
ganizers’ office, as well as the strike
committee, was that the Hupp Motor
Car Co. had made application for a loan
of $2,600,000 of the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation which considerably in-
fluenced the company in retreating be-
fore the demands of the strikers.

WHERE THE
UNION FAILED

It is our opinion that the union failed
to take advantage of these favorable fac-
tors to gain major concessions in the
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settlement of the strike. What were the
points of the settlement?:

1. Reinstatement of the victimized lead-
ers without prejudice.

2. Restoration of seniority rights to all
employees.

3. Abolition of the group bonus system
of pay.

4. Recognition of the unions as a bar-
gaining agency for the Hupp em-
ployes, the company to deal with the
union in all matters of wages and
working conditions.

Though we consider points 1, 2, and 4
as important achievements, the union
was in a very favorable position to se-
cure a signed agreement or at least an
agreement with the shop committee, al-
lowing outside representatives of the
union to be included on all matters of
importance taken up between the union
and the management. Though it is true
that the management agreed to the abol-
ition of the group bonus system of pay
which was the main point precipitating
the walkout, after all it was left in the
hands of the management to set the
rate of wages, and further as to when
the group bonus system would be abol-
ished. Particularly on this point do we
consider the settlement a setback, and
not a victory. In view of the favorable
position of the union in the strike the
question of wages (what system of wage
payment and when it would go into ef-
fect) should have been negotiated as the
first prerequisite to the calling off of the
strike, instead of leaving this matter to
the discretion of the company. There
is no question that the management will
try to recoup its losses at the further ex-
pense of the workers, realizing, that, by
the time the matter of wages will finally
be adjusted, it will be much more diffi-
cult for the men to go out on strike again
with the peak of production reached.

MR. DILLON
IS VERY HAPPY

According to the statement of Mr. Dil-
lon, general organizer of the United Au-
tomobile Workers Union, on the strike
settlement (Labor News, April 12, 1935)
“My opinion is that this represents a
fundamental change in employer and em-
ploye relationship in the automobile in-
dustry of America. This has been
achieved through the exercise of loyalty,
intelligence, and diplomacy, both upon
the part of the management and repre-
sentatives of the union.” This is abso-
lutely untrue. Whatever the strikers
gained they won through the mass walk-
out and solidarity displayed on the picket
line, plus the other factors mentioned
above,

By his statement that there is a fun-
damental change in the employer-em-
ploye relationship in the automobile in-
dustry, does Mr., Dillon mean to imply
that, because of the action in this strike
of the Hupp Motor Car Co. which at the
very most produces less than 1% of all
the cars and is on the verge of bank-
ruptey, the three giant, Ford Chrysler,
and General Motors, two of which are
completely dominated by Wall Street,
are going to accept the example set by
the Hupp settlement? Probably Mr.
Dillon is only wishing that these rapa-
cious auto monarchs would accept his
formula of peaceful relationship to be
arrived at between the auto manufactu-
rers and the organized labor movement.

Is it Mr. Dillon’s philosophy of arriv-
ing at peaceful relationship with the
Wall Street owners of the auto industry
that has prevented him from conducting
a. decisive struggle for the building of a
powerful trade union of automobile
workers on the program of establishing
the 30 hour week, an annual wage, and
no discrimination for trade union activ-

lof the A. F. of L. leadership the auto

program Mr. Dillon will agree with us
that, long before the production season
started, a call on the behalf of the auto-
mobile workers union should have been
sent to every local affiliated with the
A. F. of ‘L. for a huge organizational
and strike fund of at least 2 to 3 mil-
lion. iThe second important step would
have been to see that every local in' the
United Automobile Workers Union should
set up a strong and active organizational
committee, to meet at least several times
for the purpose of discussing ways and
means of impressing the unorganized
auto workers with the iportance of join-
ing the United Automobile Workers
Union in the local centers. And third
at least two general conferences of these
organizational committees from the auto
centers should have been called on the
eve of the beginning of the production
season, putting forth the following eco-
nomic demands, (a,) 30 hour week; (b)
Present wage scale to be advanced to
make up for the rise in the cost of liv-
ing and to guarantee an average annual
wage of not less than $1,500; (¢) Unem-
ployment insurance to guarantee an av-
erage annual wage of not less than
$1,500; (d) Women to receive the same
wage scale as men for the same work
performed; (e) No discriination for
union activity; (f) All lay-offs and dis-
missals to be taken up with the factory,
plant, and departmental committee elect-
ed by the workers in their respective de-
partments and their trade union repre-
sentatives.

DO-NOTHING POLICY
OF DILLON

Instead what has been the policy of
Mr. Dillon, that is the policy of Green.
It was to ignore all the proposals of the
progressive trade unionists and instead
call three or four mass meetings in the
high schools to which there was little or
no response. Rightly so. The automo-
bile workers sensed that there was mo
serious effort made to organize them
around sound economic demands that
they would readily accept as their own.
In connection with the holding of na-
tional conferences of the automobile
workers, don’t you think, Mr. Dillon,
that you should have wound up with
Green's tour on the eve of the beginning
of the production season instead of after
the peak had been reached? Why did
you have a strike vote taken a month
after the peak of production had been
reached? Surely this was not done to
fool the automobile manufacturers who
were quite aware of the lack of fighting
courage on the part of Dillon, the gen-
eral organizer, and the Executive Coun-
cil of the A. F. of L.

In contrast to this “do-nothing” policy

monarchs have issued a challenge thru
the Automobile Labor Board, the child
of Roosevelt’s and Green’s brains, set
up in March 1934 when the workers were
prepared to fight for conditions in the
auto industry. Furthermore the auto
manufacturers have utilized this board
to build powerful company unions (the
collective bargaining agencies recently
elected in the plants) in the major auto
plants. The automobile manufacturers
have gone a step further still by issuing
a statement to other industries, advising
them to follow their policy in dealing
with the workers. This is all because Mr.
Dillon and the Executive Council of the
A, F. of L. had not or did not want a
clearcut, decisive policy to be pursued as
advanced by the Progressive Group. In-
stead the trade union movement received
from the auto manufacturers an open
declaration of war in answer to Mr. Dil-
lon’s and Green’s peaceful conference ta-
ble methods of settling the questions of
hours, wages and conditions. Or will you,
Mr. Dillon, accept the challenge on the
behalf of the auto workers for a fight

sign of the democracy of the class; he
was calling for more heads.” In these
few words Hook shows an incredible
failure to grasp the historical role of
the Jacobin dictatorship. As a matter of
fact, it was only thru this ruthless die-
tatorship, in spite of all its abuses, and,
curiously enough, at the very height of
the reign of terror, that the people of
France, but particularly of Paris, got
the only bit of real democracy they had
ever tasted, that is, the practical power
collectively to influence their own fate.
When Robespierre struck down the Dan-
tonist group, when he defended himself
before the oncoming Thermidorian re-
action, he was in fact cﬂampioning and
vindicating the democracy of his class
in the only real sense of the term. Even
the conventional historian knows that
“his (Robespierre’s) fall marked the fact
that the revolution had reached its high-
est point of democratic tendency; there-
after, the movement took a conservative
turn.” Hook’s shabby, really reactionary,
attitude to the heroic period of the great
French revolution is the direct result of
his philistine worship of the abstract
forms of democracy to the exclusion of
any appreciation of its concrete social
content!

At First Glance-

(Continued from Page 1)

so-called “managed currency” system.

The imperialist powers, and the giant
British, Japanese, French and American
banks can of course be counted upon to
suffer little or nothing thru such “re-
organization.”  Also, Chiang Kai-shek
and T. V. Soong and their partners in
plunder will surely see to it that the
burdens and hardships flowing from
such “reorganizations” will fall upon
the masses of China. This incident pre-
sents to us a classic example of the in-
solubility of the contradictions inherent
in capitalism as a socio-economic sys-
tem. The “remedies” of one country are
at the expense of other countries. And
in all countries the owning classes seek
to shift the costs on to the backs of the
exploited and poor. International suf-
ferings should beget from world labor
international solidarity in the struggle
against the decaying economic order and
its beneficiaries.

“ LL hoods make not monks.” Like-

wise, all the cries about being
broke when workers ask for half-decent
wages do not prove that the big cor-
porations are poverty-stricken., A rath-
er instructive report has just been is-
sued by the National Bureau of Econ-
omic Research. This authoritative survey
finds that: Even in the bleakest days of
the present ecrisis, at the very lowest
point, “large corporations as a whole
were not losing money. . . The group of
largest still remained above the zero
mark, even in the low year 1932.”

Yet it is precisely these giant com-
panies which have been the most viru-
lent opponents of unionism, a living
wage, and tolerable working conditions.

Furthermore, we are told that in the
upturn from 1932 to 1933 the corpora-
tions manufacturing textiles and leather
and-leather products experienced a phen-
omenal rise. But it is just these bosses
who have been cutting wages recently.
It is precisely these manufacturers
whom the NRA authorities have been
helping with persistive constancy and
with typical New Deal vigor against the
unions.

Could any one ask for more glaring
light to be shed on the class relations in
our country? It is as plain as the nose
of Schnozzle Durante’s face that “our”
government is securely in the mitt of
our employers. To boot, it is as clear as
broad daylight that our wealthy bosses’
poverty is really our own. This is the
sum and substance of American pros-
perity.

CANADIAN LABOR PLANS
FURTHER BRESLOW FIGHT

(Continued from Page 1)
manager of the local LL.G.W.U. called
a conference of representatives of the
Montreal labor movement to discuss
further steps, to be taken for the release
of the convicted union leaders.

The conference took place on Satur-
day, April 20 with Professor Scott of
the C.C.F., representatives of the Trades
and Labor Council, the IL.G.W.U,,
Workers’ League of Canada and the de-
fense, present. After discussing all
phases of the case the following two
decision were adopted:

1. To work for commuting the sen-
tence (no parole to be involved), to be
backed up by protest resolutions from
every trade union local in Canada to the
Minister of Justice demanding the re-
lease of Frank Breslow and Rudin. The
LL.G.W.U. to inform the Trade Union
locals of the dangers involved for the
trade union movement if the sentence
will be allowed to stand as it is.

2. To have the C.C.F. members of
Parliament present at the forthcoming
session of this body an amendment to
the criminal code basing themselves on
the Breslow case. The parliamentary
action to be backed up by letters, resolu-
tions and meetings of the trade union

ity? To even begin to dccomplish this

to the finish?

and labor movement throughout Canada.
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MARCH WITH THE CPO
ON THE FIRST OF MAY

The Communist Party (Opposition) asks comrades, friends and
sympathizers to join its ranks in the May Day Labor Parade.

Assemble at 11 A. M. on Wednesday May 1, at the headquarters of
the CPO, 51 West 14th St.

Half of Europe has already succumbed to the Beast of Fascism. Its onward
march has chained workers to starvation and degradation, has smashed the pain-
fully built organizations of labor, has killed, tortured and imprisoned the bravest
of the vanguard.

The nations prepare the new Armageddon. Every capitalist country builds its
armies, fills the skies with a flotilla of death, compounds fiendish new chemical
deaths for the workers who will fight the war of the masters. Conferences, pacts
and treaties are only masks for these activities.

America is not free from the haunting spectres of War and Fascism. Our
government builds it war machine both openly and under cover. Our country
has its incipient Hitlers and Mussolinis, its Longs and Coughlins, only waiting
for the critical moment when they shall be called as the shield of capitalism

against a rising working class.
* * *

pointing the way to a better world, is the Soviet Union. Here in spite of tre-
mendous difficulties, there is no economic crisis, no unemployment, no starvation,

no oppression, but, on the contrary, the steady improvement of the conditions

of the masses and the systematic building of a new social order of, by and for
the working people. The existence of the Soviet Union is a bone in the throat
of the big imperialistic powers, who are always striving to form a united front
against it. The workers of all countries must rally to the support of the Soviet
Union and defeat all attacks of the imperialists against it, whether these attacks
are in the form of armed intervention, of economic blockade or of diplomatic

manouvering.
* ok *

The severe economic crisis and the victories of Fascism have uncovered the
weaknesses of both the Second (Socialist) and the Third (Communist) Inter-
nationals—the betrayal of the former, the sectarian isolation of the latter. Both
have suffered severe defeats.

Germany and Austria have proven that the Socialism of the Second Inter-
national had decayed in the putrid air of the bourgeois republican cabinet cham-
bers. Its theory of class peace, its revulsion to socialism thru revolution, and its
holy veneration of the degma of democracy, had destroyed the substance of social-
ism leaving but the shell, the name.

The burning need of the hour is the unification of all genuinely revolutionary
forces around the program of the Communist International and a continuation of
the struggle to change the tactical line of the Communist International.

* * *

Many difficult tasks lie ahead: for the working masses. These can be realized
only thru the united efforts of all political tendencies, of the trade unions and
other working class organizations—thru a united labor front and a Labor Party.

The Communist Party (Opposition) extends its revolutionary greetings to
the communists and all other working class fighters suffering the hell of Fascism
in the concentration camps. Our fraternal greetings to our comrade, the valiant
Indian fighter, M. N. Roy, who, from the Indian jails of British Imperialism, con-
tinues to lead and inspire the oppressed colonial masses of India in their struggle
for emancipation.

We express our solidarity with and demand the release of Tom Mooney, the
Scottsboro boys and all other political prisoners in the jails of the “democratic”
U. S. A.

This May First we raise our voice
AGAINST Fascism!

AGAINST Imperialist War!

AGAINST Company unionism and the open shop!

AGAINST Capitalist reaction!

FOR the 6-hour 5-day week!

FOR unemployment relief and insurance!

FOR full Social and Racial Equality for the Negro!

FOR International United Action against Fascism and War!

FOR the defense of the Soviet Unjon!

FOR the unity of the Communist and revolutionary labor movement!

FOR a Soviet America!
NATIONAL COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A.
(OPPOSITION)
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THE ECONOMIC WEEK i

HE past few months’ record of the business index consists mainly

of a fluctuating trend. The flux, however, has revolved about an
average that is downward. This has made for great uncertainty and \
hesitation in the business world. As a result, predictions for the future i
vary from extreme pessimism to the heights of optimism as revealed in |
the predictions of Charles G. Dawes who sees a new prosperity period !
in the making that will exceed the 1923-29 period. In truth, there is nothing |
on the horizon that indicates any drastic upturn or any new catastrophic
decline. The slow, contradictory and hesitating decline of the business
index will continue, in all probability, right down to the summer and up
to the fall. By then, the huge, new government appropriations will begin !
to effect some new turn in the business index. In the meantime, the
labor discontent and the mew and growing problems of the NRA will
multiply to add to the headaches of the present administration, intensify-
ing the contradictions of the New Deal policies. f

In speaking of the New Deal, it is well to mention that the In-
dustrial Advisory Committee of the Dep’t of Commerce has submitted
a petition to Congress requesting that the NRA be continued. Lest any-
one think that this is another red plot, it is important to know that the
outstanding members of the committee are Myron Taylor, Alfred Sloan,
Gerard Swope, H. 1. Harriman and others of the same stripe. Big busi-
ness certainly knows where its interests lie! )

In spite of the fact that rental and benefit payments are twice as
large this year over the past, the farmers’ cash income for the first half t
of 1935 is only slightly higher than for the corresponding period of 1934.
| —ECONOMIST

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe
OF TIME AND THE RIVER, by Thom- THE CHART OF PLENTY, by Harold

as Wolfe. Scribners, 912 pp. $3.00.

Great writers and artists have an in-
credible fecundity about them, a crea-
tive abundance like the prodigality of
Nature. Rivera has painted his miles of
wall, as Lope has created his thousand-
odd dramas and Balzac begotten his
whole shelves of novels. Here for the
first time America has produced a
novelist that seems to possess that
boundless exuberance, and amazing un-
critical prodigality of creative impulse.
It is not merely that this novel covers
900-odd pages and that it is but a link
in an already planned series of six such
novels to be known also as “Of Time and
the River”. Nor is it, as detractors who
have not yielded to its spell would have
it, a mere attempt lo keep pace with
Joyce and Proust and so invite compari-
son and attention. Nor is it padded and
stuffed out with straw, though its un-
critical vastness could have profited by
excisions which would still leave it more
than three ordinary novels. No, there is
a great river of energy in Thomas Wolfe
that keeps bursting over and break-
ing loose, and he could not hold it back
if he tried. There is a vast, insatiable,
gargantuan hunger of life in him, an im-
possible intensity of longing and desire,
a greed to catch every floating mote in
the sunshine, every beat of the pulse in
the heart, every tumbling drop of water
in the river, and every tick of the great
clock of time, and make each of them
into something clear and permanent and
everlasting by catching it in the web of
his words.

Wolfe is more poet than novelist. At
his best a marvelous virtuoso of lan-
guage who can make the most impalp-
able sensations and obscurest shadows

} R 'of longings into something that seems
In the midst of this raging sea of reaction, standing like a beacon light

vastly big and important and dramatic.
But he does not stop to prune, or not
sufficiently, and to a deficiency in the
self-critical faculty adds the handicap
of a deficiency in humor. His attempts
at humor make heavy-footed clumsy cari-
cature— caricature that is trivial and
dull because the things and people cari-
catured are themselves trivial and dull.
Great satire can only come of the satir-
izing of important aspects of life. More-
over, his caricature like his characteriza-
tion, depends upon the insistent, nag-
ging overemphasis ond and repetition of
external traits—a snuftle, a lisp, an ac-
cent, a mannerism, a snigger, a stutter,
a roar, the exaggerated bigness of a
nose, the moist chewing of a cigar or
the clasping and unclasping of insistent-
ly knotted hands—the author notes them
with persistent reiteration as if he were
drilling an impression into unyielding
granite. At such times the violin music
of his poetic prose dwindles to the nag-
ging hum of a mosquito. But just as the
reader is ready to give up in despair and
ask himself, “Who has time to read and
who has the right to compose books
that size?” the mosquito hum enlarges
imperceptibly again into the music of
the violin,

The scheme of the six novels is an
ambitious one. Into it Wolfe wants to
put America, and our times and all his
sensations and the sweep of human life.
But he lacks the social-mindedness of a
Balzac or a Zola or a Shakespeare. Thus
far his work gives no promise of being
a new Comedie Humaine. It reveals ra-
ther the social isolation and loneliness
of the modern bourgeois writer or ar-
tist in the time of the social system’s
decay. It is personal, subjcctive, auto-
biographieal and full of the anguish of
loneliness and social incomprehension.
It may be that the third and fifth nov-
els of the series planned to cover the
period from 1925 to 1933 with their
gradual maturing of the central char-
acter, may come closer to catching the
social life of our time. Perhaps the pro-

jected fourth novel planned to cover the:

period from 1838 to 1926 may catch more
of the development of America. Yet it
seems unlikely. The limitations of this
novel seem to be the limitations of
Wolfe himself.

The theme thus far is simple enough
—Thomas Wolfe’s boyhood and youth
and all that it felt and knew and de-
sired and sensed and dreamed. It has
no real characters in it, even the youth
who is its autobiographical hero is never
integrated and felt as a whole—there is
only the stream of sensations and medi-
tations and the external features of the
people and regions and institutions and
thoughts with which the boy collides and
on which he tries to satisfy his hunger.
Through it all runs a sense of the trag-
edy and loneliness of the life of this de-
tached atom, and the intolerable conflict
between the boundlessness of his hun-
ger for life and the brevity of man’s
days on earth.” Youth is somecthing
which only young men have and only
old men know how to use.” “Time haunts
us with the bitter briefness of our days.”
Such is the simple theme that tortured
“Of Time and the River” from the au-
thor.

Despite his limitations, and even if
he show no further capacity for develop-
ment in the rest of his huge work, Wolfe

has already revealed himself in his first-

two novels ag one of the most important
novelists of our times.

Loeb and Associates.

The study is divided into three parts,
namely the actual production of the sys-
tem; the possible production (that is,
plant capacity); and budget production
(i.e. desired production). Within these
categories they are able to prove that
“the American plant is equipped to meet
a consumer budget which will provide a
standard of life for the whole people
comparable only to the living standard
of the privileged few in other epochs.”
In other terms, it means a guarantee to
every American family of a supply of
goods and services equivalent to $4,370,
without any increase whatsoever in the
present facilities of the country. This
leads the investigators to conclude that
“the research of the National Survey of
Potential product Capacity clearly shows
that poverty prevails in the United
States, and always has, but that it need
not exist in the future because an econo-
my of abundance would result if produc-
tion were directed toward the satisfac-

tion of human needs and reasonable
wants and restrained only by physicalj
factors and the state of our knowledge.” |

| Dear Comrade
Editor

April 20, 1935.

To the Editor:

WHEREAS: The Hearst newspapers are
carrying on a vicious Campaign
against the Labor movement and the
Soviet Union, and,

WHEREAS: Wm. Randolph Hearst has
a long record of Anti-Labor Strike
breaking and open shop activities and
is known as Labor Enemy No. 1, and,

WHEREAS: Harry Lang, a member of
the Socialist Party and the Labor Ed-
itor of the Jewish Daily Forward has
sold a series of slanderous articles
about the Soviet Union to the Yellow
Hearst gutter press. Therefore be it

RESOLVED: That we condemn Harry
Lang for the support that hs is giving
to the enemies of Labor, and we de-
mand his expulsion from all working
class organizations. Be it further

RESOLVED: To send a copy of this res-
olution to the National Committee of
the Socialist Party, to the Jewish
Daily Forward, and to the Labor Press.

Paperhangers Union Local 306
Meyer Kramer
Secretary.

EUROPE

(Continued from Page 1)
Potemkin proved to be the first definite
action resulting from the various nego-
tiations. A similar agreement between
the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia is
practically concluded. Hitler-Germany
which confronts the world with one fait
accompli after another was forced to
witness other states doing the same
thing. Poland followed Germany in its
retreat automatically.

Secondly, the Stresa conference laid
the basis for a corresponding agreement
safeguarding the integrity of Austria in
case of an attack by Hitler Germany.
Another conference will be called in May
for this purpose.

This chain of security pacts now in
preparation creates a buffer along the
Eastern and Southern boundaries of Ger-
many which she will not be able to over-
come easily in a political and military
sense. The military forces of the Soviet
Union once these pacts are concluded will
find it possible even without Poland’s
participation to march to the German
border if necessary over Rumania and
Czechoslovakia.

The guarantees which France demand-
ed against further unilateral treaty vio-
lations by Hitler Germany aimed pri-
marily against the penetration of Ger-
man military forces into the demilitarized
zones were so emasculated by England
that they are of no direct, practical value
but only of moral significance. Actual
guarantees would have resulted in a prac-
tical blockade of Germany in case of fu-
ture treaty violations. England rejected
this in the interest of its foreign trade
with Germany and because there are but
few steps betwecen a blockade and a real
war. What remained was the possible
pledge of the League of Nations to re-
fuse Germany loans and credits but this
was out of the question anyway because
Germany’s credit has been torpedoed by
Schacht.

The air pact for the West will be fur-
thered by future negotiations.

A delicate questions presented itself
when Italy demanded that Austria, Hun-
gary and Bulgaria be permitted to re-
arm. This problem was postponed.

THE ELECTIONS
IN DANZIG

The Nazis tried to make the elections
to the Danzig Volkstag a secoud edition
of the Saar plebiscite and thus give their
imperialist-chauvinist propaganda a new
impetus. In addition, they strove for a
two-thirds majority in the Danzig par-
Jiament in order to be able to completely
suppress the non-national socialist par-
ties legally.

This plan plailed. Despite the ruthless
terror exercised by the Nazi govern
ment of Danzig with the knowledge of
the League of Nations commissar, des-
pite the actual suppression of agitation-
al rights of the non-Nazi parties the
Nazis received only 60% of the votes.
They did not get a two-thirds majority
and certainly not the 90% that their
leaders had expected. The gain of votes
of the Nazis in comparison with 1933 is
explained by the 10,000 voters who were
brought in from Germany, by the elec-
tion frauds as confirmed by foreign cor-
respondents and the terror which, how-
ever, was unable to frighten a consider-
able section of the population.

Unfortunately, the Communist Party
suffered heavy losses as compared to
1933 while the Social Democrats and
the Center kept its vote at the same
level. The losses of the Communist Par-
ty of Germany are due to the fact that
the C.P. is exposed to the Nazi terror
more than the others and also due to
political errors of the CP of Danzig. The
CP as shown by an article in the “Rund-
schau” has receutly made crude op-
portunist errors for example, by asking
the leaders of the Centrist party to form
a “Peoples Front.” This opportunist
policy which aimed at an alliance with
bourgeois, non-fascist parties caused the
CPG to lose prestige as compared with

{ finished.

the Social democracy.

TODAY

THE SHARPENING OF CLASS
ANTAGONISMS IN FRANCE

The Party conference of the Radical
Socialists in Lyons had as its main task
the determination of tactics to be used
in the municipal elections in May. It
is characleristic of the state of disin-
tegration in which this Party finds that
the Party leader Herriot avoided talking
about this question at all and that no
resolution was passed on this. The con-
flicts within the Party on this question
were so bitter that no resolution was
formulated and in the future every dis-
trict will decide upon its own tactics.

Many Radical-Socialist municipal coun-
cils and mayors were voted into office
with the aid of the Socialists. The
Radical-Socialist Party is the biggest
left bourgeois Party of France embrac-
ing large sections of the petty bour-
geoisie, primarily peasants and also a
considerable section of workers. The
condition of the Radical Socialist Party
therefore reflects above all the vacilla-
tions and antagonisms of the petty bour-
geois masses of France. On the other
hand, fascist propaganda is having its
effect, on the other the proletarian unit-
ed front. Herriot had to literally beg
his followers to let the Radical minis-
ters remain in the government because
the situation demands a a strong regime.

On the other hand, the spcech of Gen-
eral Weygand the former General-in-
Chief who recently retired because he
had reached the age limit, recently de-
livered to a meeting of the Reserve of-
ficers is characteristic of the present sit-
uation in France. Weygand declared
that the two year period of military ser-
vice could only be given up under spee-
jal circamstances even after the so-called
lean years (by lean years arc meant
those years which call for those recruits
born during the war and which are nat-
urally weaker than the normal years).
These special circumstances include the
suppression of any anti-national and
pacifivist propaganda in schools, the edu-
cation of youth in a national spirit, and
the introduction of compulsory pro-mili-
tary education. At present, pro-mili-
tary education in France is voluntary,
now che demand is for compulsory train-
ing. It is obvious that General Wey-
gand is expressing the demands of the
military.

FINANCIAL DISTRESS
OF GERMANY

Recently a most peculiar law of fi-
nance was made public in Germany. It
empowers the Minister of iFnance to
make expenditures in accordance with
the demands of individual ministers—
without a budget which has not yet been
This indicates that Germany
is in extreme financial difficulties.

The law likewise provides for the ex-
penditure of great sums for state guar-
antees for foreign trade, i.e. for dump-
ing supported by the state, Such dump-
ing has already been going on for some
time. Appavently, it will be put on a
much larger s¢ale now. The law further
contains provisions that the income from
social insurance will be confiscated for
the needs of the state.
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SUBSCRIBE TO
WORKERS AGE
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