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SOCIALIS

The most important problem facing
the international labor movement today
is the problem of its attitude towards
and plans for the approaching world
war. It is a problem pressing for im-
mediate solution before the war is upon
us. Yet there is widespread confusion
and disagreement where, above all, there
should be complete clarity and unity.
In such a situation, any attempt at form-
ulation of attitude offered by any sec-
tion of the labor movement, must be wel-
comed as a contribution to the need of
discussion and clarification. In this light
we must welcome the attempt of Otto
Bauer of the Austrian Social Democratic
Party, Jean Zyromski and Amedeo Du-
nois of the French Socialist Party and
Theodor Dan of the Russian Social-De-
mocratic Party to formulate a thesis on
«Socialism and the War Danger” as a
proposal of policy for the Labor and
Socialist (Second) International.*

Their document is a significant one.
Since the Second International collapsed
on August 4, 1914 and dissolved into so
many national sections each warring on
the other in alliance with its own master
class, this represents the first serious at-
tempt within its ranks to substitute for
innumerable national policies involving
various degrees of servility to the inter-
ests of the various national bourgeoisie,
a single uniform policy of international
validity for all sections of the LS.I
Moreover, a thesis advanced by Bauer,
Dan and Zyromski and given general
endorsement by Friedrich Adler is no
mere three or four-man document. Such
men are not rank and filers or local
leaders. They are men of international
reputation. Otto Bauer is the leader of
the current, historically known as Aus-
tro-Marxism. Dan is an outstanding
Russian Menshevik. Zyromski is a lead-
er of the French Socialist Left, Fried-
rich Adler is secretary of the Second In-
ternational. And a document so spon-
sored may be fairly regarded as the ex-
pression of the attitude of an important
current of the Second International, a
current which has been historically char-
acterized as Centrist or Left Social De-
mocrat.

NEW FEATURES OF THE THESIS

The thesis contains various new fea-
tures. First, there is the attempt to
formulate policy from a single inter-
national viewpoint, as already mention-

* Translated into English by Friedrich Ad-
ler, Secretary of the L.S.I. and printed in the
Socialist Call of October 12, 1935.
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ed. Second, there is an attempt to ex-
amine the role of the Second Interna-
tional during the last war. Third, there
is an attempt to base the policy pro-
posed upon the recognition of two new
features in the world situation that did
not exist on the eve of the last world
war, namely the existence of fascism in
Germany and the existence of the Sov-
jet Union. Lastly, there is an avowal of
the pre-war aiin of the Second Interna-
tional, expressed in its Stuttgart and
Basle resolutions and abandoned by all
but the revolutionary socialists or Com-
munists in 1914, namely the utilization
of the erisis caused by war to overthrow
capitalism and establish a socialist so-
ciety. Let us examine these features of
the thesis.

THE MISTAKES OF 1914

The Second International can develop
no sound position on war, nor can they
win the confidence of any internation-
alist or revolutionist, until they make a
frank examination of the errors (the
word is surely charitable!) of August
4, 1914 and a clean break with all that
those errors represent. This is all the
Imore necessary since Bauer and Dan
are no “spring chickens.” They went
thru the great betrayal of international-
ism in 1914, not, to be sure, as its most
energetic advocates, but at least as tol-
erators, conciliators and apologists for
the Scheidemanns, Renners, Thomases,
Renaudels, etc.

It must be said that the thesis does
not make a clean break with the betray-
‘al of 1914 but diplomatizes with it in
‘unclear and unsatisfactory fashion. It
!declares that the Socialist Parties were
i“taken by surprise” in 1914. Yet Marx
and Engels began predicting the world
war in 1870 (see the warning of the
consequences of the annexation of Al-
sace-Lorraine in the Manifesto of the
Tirst International.) Engels indicated
the outlines of the coming world war
with fair accuracy in-the 90’s. And the
exact character of the war was outlined
and plans to meet it adopted at the
Stuttgart (1907), Copenhagen (1910),
and Basle (November 1912) conferences
of the Second International. No, the
Parties were not “taken by surprise.”
Neither were they, as the thesis main-
tains, “driven into a hasty, ill-considered
attitude.” They had formulated their at-
titude, laid their plans, and made their
pledges, but abandoned and violated
them upon the declaration of war. A

clear statement of this fact is the only
guarantee that the leaders of the Second
International understand what happened
in 1914 and are determined not to re-
peat it or permit it to happen again.

ATTITUDE TO SOVIET UNION

The Bauer-Dan-Zyromski thesis comes
out unequivocally in favor of the de-
fense of the Soviet Union. It recog-
nizes the economic and cultural achieve-
ments of the proletarian dictatorship (al-
tho it is intentionally vague on the ques-
tion of whether that dictatorship was
historically necessary or not). It recog-
nizes that the defeat of the Soviet Union
would be a calamity for the workers

E birth of the Soviet Union,

the split in the radical move-
ment, and the foundation of the
Communist International, grew
directly out of the attitude of Social-
ism towards the last war. Once more
the labor movement is in a ferment
of discussion of its tactics in an ap-
proaching world conflict. On its
decision hangs the safety of the
Soviet Union, the future of the rev-
olutionary movement, and, in large
measure, the fate of mankind. On
the occasion of this 18th anniversary
of the Russian Revolution, it over-
shadows all other questions.—Editor

of the world and its victory a victory for
world progress. “Therefore”, reads the
thesis, “if there should be a war, the
interests of international Socialism de-
mand that the Soviet Union should be
victorious.” This is a clear and unequiv-
ocal statement. It is reinforced by the
following declaration rendered all the
more significant because it is signed by
the Menshevik Dan:

“Socialist parties,” says the thesis,
“who, during the war, should organize
or assist nationalist insurrection§
against the Soviet Union or, for na-
tionalist reasons, undermine the de-
fense of the Soviet Union, would by
so doing act contrary to the vital in-
terests of the working class of the
world . . . They would take their stand
on the other side of the barricade. It
is therefore necessary to make it quite
clear, in time, whether the Ukrainian,
the Georgian and the Armenian So-

cialist Parties** are prepared, in case
of war, unconditionally and unreserv-
edly to assist the defense of the Sov-
jet Union and to subordinate their
national claims to that defense. Only
if they are prepared to act accord-
ingly can there be room for these

parties within the L.S.L”

This is indeed a remarkable acknowl-
edgement coming from Theodor Dan!
But its full significance only becomes
clear in the further development of the
thesis.

THE HEART OF THE THESIS

Three fundamental objectives are laid
down by the thesis, as the aims of the
working class in the coming war. These
are:

1. “That German fascism shall be de-
feated.”

2. “That the Soviet Union shall be
victorious.”

3. “That in all capitalist countries the
war shall be used to win power for the
working class and to abolish the capital-
ist system.” In these three aims lies
the heart of the thesis. They are all
laudable objectives. The real question is,
how does the thesis propose to accom-
plish them? Not by any lesser ques-
tions, however important, but by the
soundness of the tactical and strategic-
al proposals for attamning these objec-
tives, must the thesis be judged.

QUESTION OF GERMAN FASCISM

One of the new features in the world
situation is the presence of fascist coun-
tries. In them capitalism in a more ad-
vanced stage of decay presents most
clearly the inherent logic of capitalism
in its declining era. The most power-
ful and menacing, and probably the most
brutal (if such distinctions in degrees
of maximal brutality can be 'made) of
fascist governments is that of Hitler.
It has inspired the hatred of workers
everywhere. This can easily be taken ad-
vantage of by the ruling class of such
a capitalist-imperialist power as France,
to attempt to harness the French mass-
es once more to their war chariot in the
event of a war in which France and Ger-
many would be on opposing sides.

** These are the names of little groups of
anti-Soviet emigres among which Dan and
his group should be numbered, who have re-
ceived and still receive aid, comfort, recog-
nition and support from the Second Interna-
tional.

Add to this that France is one of the
“sated imperialisms,” that it came out
of the last war victorious, with its belly
full of German colonies, provinces like
Isace-Lorraine and new vassal states
under its hegemony. While it is di-
gesting its meal it can temporarily look
as peaceful as a maw-crammed tiger.
The sated imperialist powers are not
less imperialist, they are only less hun-
gry, less anxious for a disturbance of
the status quo which may threaten their
loot. But they prepare no less energetic-
ally for war, in a military, diplomatic,
and moral sense. And their war for the
retention of their loot is no whit less
imperialistic than the war of the oppos-
ing brigands who attempt to make them
part with some of it. Thanks to their sated
condition, however they are strength-
ened in their “moral” preparations.
They can pose hypocritically before their
own masses as “less aggressive”, “more
peace-loving”—the old game of attempt-
ing to enlist mass support for imper-
ialist war by masking it as innocent na-
tional defense, a game so skillfully prac-
ticed to take in the masses in all lands
during the last war.

What is the duty of revolutionary so-
cialists in this situation? Clearly to
warn the masses against such hypocritic-
al deceptions. To unmask sated imper-
jalisms as imperialistic. To warn that
the military dictatorship installed by a
capitalist republic when war breaks will
be in no wise distinguishable from fas-
cism. To call upon the masses in coun-
tries like France (I use it only as an ex-
ample, but an important one since Zy-
romski and Dunois sign the thesis) to
wage relentless war against their own
master class and its war preparations.
To rob Hitler of the powerful weapon
that would be his if he could declare
that “all France, regardless of class, is
united in a race war against Germany.”
To strengthen the German working class
struggle against Hitler before and dur-
ing war, by giving assurance that there
is a like French working class struggle
against its ruling class before and dur-
ing war. Such are the duties of the rev-
olutionary socialist.

And what does the thesis do? Essen-
tially the opposite! Here are its pro-
posals:

“In fighting against war, interna-
tional Socialism must support the
governments of those countries which,
satiated by the results of the last
war, want to preserve peace.” (em-

(Continued on Page 5)

REVIEW OF THE WEEK

NEW OFFENSIVE IN ETHIOPIA;
HITLER DESIGNS ON SOVIETS;
GREECE; JAPAN WANTS ACTION

SCHACHT EXPLAINS
KING RETURNS TO
IN CHINA DISPUTE

New Offensive In Ethiopia Involves More

Than Quarter

Million Troops

FTER a week of optimistic reports

of advances towards Makale in the
North and a similar advance from the
South, it appears that Italian armies
had not at all budged. The real offensive
has just begun with the participation of
some quarter of a million troops. The
Ethiopians are reported to be retreating
slowly,—apparently still carrying out
the same strategy which has to this day
kept Italy without an important en-
gagement or victory.

Conviction continues to grow that a
sudden and widespread victory by Italy
ig impossible and that an extended cam-
paign may be expected.

SANCTIONS TO BEGIN

In the meantime the League of Na-
tions still talks about sanctions. Now
that nearly everyone including France
(to the great surprise of Italy) has ap-
proved sanctions against Italy (embargo
.on Italian goods, no credits, no shipment
of vital war commodities) it has become
known that the date on which sanctions
are to begin has been set for November
18.

Negotiations for a settlement are still
proceeding with the air in Geneva thick
with rumours of all sorts. Laval still
continues to talk with both Italian and
British representatives regarding the
ending of the present conflict.

GERMANY AIMS AT USSR

German Minister of Economics, Hjal-
mar Schacht, has spilled the beans.
While conferring with Jean Tannery,
governor of the Bank of France, and
Montague C. Norman, governor of the
Bank of England, he insisted that Hitler
has no designs upon France or Alsace-
Lorraine. For the present, he said, Hitler
would be satisfied with expansion in the

Baltic area and later with the division
of Soviet Ukraine between Poland and
Germany.

The Soviet Ambassador has questioned
Premier Laval regarding the frequent
conferences with Berlin.

VOTE FOR KING GEORGE
TO RETURN TO GREECE

With the Republicans boycotting the
elections as a protest measure the result
of the national plebiscite on the return
of George II, was a foregone conclusion.
Nominally Republican sections such as
Crete gave huge majorities for his
return.

The ground for the return of another
European monarchy is in process of
preparation in Austria where Major
Fey, recently ousted from the Cabinet,
came out for the return of the monarchy
while addressing a large gathering of
war veterans.

JAPAN SEEKS ACTION IN
CHINA DISPUTE

The strained relations between Japan
and China continue. The Japanese Mili-
tary authorities have finally formulated
their demands and submitted them to
the Chinese Nationalist leaders. They
call for (1) wiping out anti-Japanese
propaganda and actions in the northern
provinces; (2) economic cooperation of
the northern provinces with Manchukuo;
and (3) an offensive against the Soviet
districts in which Japan offers the ser-
vices of its Manchukuo troops.

‘Within the Chinese people sentiments
of hostility against the pro-Japanese
orientation of a section of the National-
ists is developing fast and expressed it-

self in the attempted assassination of
Premier Wang Ching-wei.

Perhaps. as a threat against Japan
Nanking has opened negotiations with
the Soviet Union for closer cooperation.
Spokesman have declared that China will
soon have to make a choice between the
Soviet Union and Japan.

GOV'T MEDIATOR IN ON
PATERSON SILK STRIKE

Colonel Frank P. Douglas, of the Tex-
tile Relations Board and the Depart-
ment of Labor has come to Paterson to
mediate the silk strike which, according
to Alex Williams, Manager of the Union,
is about 90% effective. Mr. Douglas has
confered with Mayor Hincheliffe and
with a delegation from the union, The
demands placed before him were a $20
per week minimum and the return of the
1933 agreement.

Mr. Douglas stated he will now get
into conference with the employers and
try to secure a joint conference with the
union.

L I ]

LOFT STRIKERS WIN

Local No. 50 of the Bakery & Con-
fectionary Workers announces a com-
plete victory in the six weeks strike in
the Loft Company. The settlement calls
for $2 to $4 increases in wages; decrease
in hours from 54 to 44 and recognition
of the union.

1,400 workers are still involved in the
strike at Cushman Sons, Inc., and the
union announces that it is raising a
$100,000 fund to tackle the firm in real
earnest.

Jay Lovestone is on the road and
his column did not arrive. Com-
rade August Thalheimer’s column

arrived too late to be included.
—Editor

Schacht Admits Nazi Plans To Divide Soviet
Ukraine With Poland

SHOE BOSSES SAY NO

Coordinator George L. Berry had
written to the National Boot and Shoe
Manufacturers Association asking them
to send representatives to Washington
to discuss the adoption of voluntary
codes for the industry. J. O. Ball, speak-
ing for the Association replied that no
codes were necessary: “since the abroga-
tion of codes, and by continued effort
thru voluntary agreement, the shoe
manufacturing industry has made con-
siderable progress

They decided not to send represen-
tatives.

LABOR LOSES TO TORIES
IN CITY ELECTIONS

E
s e .

The municipal elections held thruout
England on Friday November 1, indicat-
ed that Labor did not hold its own.
The Tories made considerable gains
primarily at the expense of Labor.

Figures for 100 towns showed that the
Conservatives won 50 seats and lost but
18; the Liberals won ten and lost 12;
Labor gained 36 and lost 60.

A not insignificant fact is that the
Tories made gains in industrial sections
such as Birmingham and Leeds, hitherto
Labor strongholds. The vote has con-
siderably encouraged the Tories and
placed added strain upon the Labor Par-
ty in the campaigning for the general
elections to be held on November 14.

CORN-HOG BAN SECURES
FARMERS’ VOTES

The Agricultural Adjustment Adminis-
tration has received a vote of confidence
from the corn and hog farmers of the

middle west. The referendum to deter-
mine the attitude of the contract and
non-contract farmers resulted in a vote
of 813,063 to 120,340 in favor of con-
tinuing the restrictions in the produr-
tion of corn and hogs.

This overwhelming endorsement of
New Deal policies has led to an avalanche
of bitter denunciations of Roosevelt Ad-
ministration methods. Milo Reno, of the
Farmers Holiday Association states that
he is amazed that over 120,000 farmers
had the courage to vote against the Ad-
ministration after the high-pressure
methods resorted to for lining up and
bringing out the vote.

PRISON ASS’N CONGRESS
AGAINST CHAIN GANG

The American Prison Association Con-
gress meeting in Atlanta, Ga. last week
voted unanimously to condemn the chain
gang as “utterly inconsistent with the
dictates of humanity.”

In response to an address by Governor
Talmage of Georgia in which he declared
that the “change in environment and
work of the prison camp or chain gang
is the most humane way to keep prison-
ers,” William S. Cox of the Osborne
Association pointed to them as a menace
and a threat. Dr. Nathan Cantor, peno-
logist at Buffalo University said that
“THE GEORGIA CHAIN GANGS ARE
PROBABLY ' THE MOST BESTIAL
ELEMENTS IN THE AMERICAN
PRISON SYSTEM.”

REMEMBER! THIS IS THE CHAIN
GANG ON WHICH ANGELO HERN-
DON IS TO SERVE 18 TO 20 YEARS.
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO HELP

FREE HIM?
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WORKERS AGE

Workers Age Has Six
Years of_Achievements

By DAVID SCHEYER

I want this to be a comradely article,
an article addressed primarily to the
readers who have supported the Work-
ers Age for six rather long years, to the
many friends who have sacrificed to tide
us over financial crises, to the organiza-
tions we have aided in building and that
have in turn aided us:

From day to day and from week to
week publishing the Age can be a dreary
sort of business. I suppose to many of
our readers it has been a trifle dreary
too. The Age is a paper small in size
and circulation because the complex
questions it discusses can appeal to only
the most advanced and class conscious.
We do not have “sensations,” ‘“expases,”
“scoops.” Perhaps we could have won a
wider audience by keeping closer to the
surface of jthings by playing up the
newsy, exciting angles of labor events at
the expense of analysis. But that is not
the function of the Workers Age. ;

But on our sixth birthday we can
pause to view the Age with a broader
perspective than one gets from an office
desk. We can ask “What was the Age
established to do?” and we can survey
the tasks it has done, the tasks that are
half-done, the things that yet remain to
be done. And I think that from this
viewpoint the staff and the writers of
the paper as well as its readers and
friends may well take great pride in

these six years. Few papers of huge
size and immense circulation can point

to so many aims achieved, so much;

ground painfully won. For today there
is much that is forward-looking, pro-
gressive and militant in the American
labor movement which the Workers
Age may justly claim as its own.

OUR OBJECTIVES

What were the objectives for which
the Age was founded? How have they
been realized ?

As an independent Communist organ
the Age has been largely devoted to the
problems centering about the trade
unions. I don’t, of course, mean that

the paper hasn’t considered other phases
of the labor movement. It has consistent-
ly carried some of the best book reviews
from the Marxist standpoint- published
in America. It has treated scientific prob-
lems from a dialectical view, it has
devoted much space to theoretical
analysis of revolutionary doctrine. But
this article is attempting a sort of
balance sheet and all these questions are
of the sort that don’t fit into debits and
credits at the moment.

There are however two political fights
we must mention—our position on the
Socialist Party and our struggle against
Trotskyism. Basically opposed as we
were to the united front from below
and the falsities of “social-fascism™ the
Age was the only Communist paper to
approach the Socialist Party in a realistic
fashion. Consistently we urged the
coalescing of a genuine left in the SP,
just as consistently we urged that the
problem of winning Socialists to Com-
munism was to be solved by comradely
discussion and co-operation, not by name
calling. At long last the Communist
Party has awakened to the truth of this
contention but only after it had almost
completely alienated itself from the
worthwhile elements in the Socialist
ranks.

Against Trotskyism we have fought
with continued fervor but here too we
believed that the fight should rest on
more than slander. Read over some day,
the articles on this subject in the files
of the Age. They contain some of the
best material on revolutionary theory
and practice that has been produced in
the last six years, not only in America
but in the world. Today with internation-
al Trotskyism decaying we may claim
a modest share in the destruction of this
anti-soviet and counter-revolutionary
tendency.

STRUGGLE AGAINST
UNION SPLITTING

On the trade union field, where our
greatest efforts have been concentrated,

flexible program. Our fight was for trade
union unity, not on the basis of capitula-
tion or liquidation of the militant forces,
but -for unity on a progressive founda-
tion, for energizing the mass trade
unions into action on the vital issues of
a labor party, of industrial unionism, of
struggle against the attacks of the em-
ployers rather than the betrayals of
class-collaboration. Naturally our fire
was centered on those sections of the
trade unions where we had the greatest
influence—the needle trades, the shoe in-
dustry, coal, ete.

Our first achievement was the re-
building of the left-wing in the ILGWU.
Without disparagement of anyone we
may claim for that reconstructed left-
wing a great share in making the
ILGWU the tremendous force it is to-
day, a great share in lifting the dress-
makers out of the sweatshops into a
position of proud, militant, class-consci-
ous workers.

If I had written this article a year
ago I should have stopped here. But
today, a few weeks after the Atlantic
City convention of the A. F. of L. we
can measure even better the ever-wide-
ning circles spreading out from the pro-
gressive movement and washing clean
the organized labor movement. When
the Workers Age first raised the slogan
of a Labor Party, we were, very literal-
ly, a lone voice. Six years later in
Atlantic City the Labor Party was a
major issue with perhaps a fifth of the
delegates favoring it outright and an-
other fifth giving conditional assent. The
Labor Party based on the A. F. of L.
is not yet realized. But the goal is so
close that we can begin to bring it from
the realm of abstraction into that of
reality.

LOOKING . AHEAD
CONFIDENTLY

Trade union unity within the UMWA
has taken a forward stride within the
last week as the United Anthracite
Miners have followed the National Min-
ers Union into dissolution. In our fight
against the cancer of dual unionism we
were nowhere denounced more than in
the mine field. Both Socialists and Trot-
skyites—in the Progressive Miners—and
the official Communists—in the NMU and
the United Anthracite—called us agents
of the Lewis burocracy for suggesting

Division in Labor Ranks
Helps the Conservatives

By BILL PATTERSON |

When one reads of what is happening
in the Labour movement throughout the
U.S.A. one is forced to the conclusion

\
‘that the American Labour movement re-

sembles a mad-house, but to see stark
crazy lunacy in all ite glory and its re-
sulting victory for the lackeys of Big
Capital one has to take a trip across the
border and steer a course direct for
Hamilton, Ont., Canada. Hamilton is the
Pitsburgh of Canada with the result it
possesses a strong proletarian mass.

Where proletarians live and have their
being one expects a strong proletarian
sentiment and Hamilton lives up to ones
expectations. The East End of the city,
true to its proletarian instincts had two
Labour members sitting in the Canadian
House of Commons. Sam Lawrence sat in
the Provincial Parliament of Ontario
and Humphrey Mitchell sat in the
Dominion House of Commons as Labour
Members.

Then something happened. Jimmie
Woodworth organized the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation which has no
roots in the trade union movement and
has a clause in its constitution barring
trade unions from affiliation.

The particular branch of the Labour
Party which had nominated Humphrey
Mitchell refused to line up with the
C.C.F. and of course Humphrey Mitchell
had a rival in Hamilton’s C.C.F. in the
person of John Mitchell, organizer for
Ontario. John is a good talker and feels
he deserves a place in the sun sitting
with his masters. He can weep crocodile

of the UMWU.

This is the hasty sketch of the fruit
of six years of the Age. Has it been
a wasted six years? I think not.

There was one more task that the
Age of six years ago set for itself—the
achieving of Communist unity on the
sound basis of inner-party democracy.
There we have, as yet, failed. But with

a record of success behind us we may

tears about the poor workers, he can
preach the sermon on the Mount in a
style which is the envy of every pulpit
buster in Hamilton and he doesn’t like
Communists. Of course neither does
Humphrey. John and Humphrey hate one
another, but they are united when they
smell a Communist, The only difference
is that Humphrey as a “practical™ trade -
union leader, openly says so—*“Honest
Humph.” But John is a product of the

British Labour Party and his appren-

ticeship was not served in vain. He cries
over unity and the poor mothers and
babies of the working class but when a
resolution was moved against the im-
prisonment of the 8 Communist leaders
by the Bennet Government, John moved

an amendment against it that the Com-

munists being against the Independent
Labor Party were the enemies of the
working class, and no resolution was
sent. Of course that was behind closed
doors.

Anyhow the CCF decided to run John
against Humphrey, so we had the spec-
tacle on October 14, of two Social-
Democrats splitting the working class
in a Labour stronghold with the result
that the seat was handed over to the
Conservatives., The voting resulted:
Conservative 10,000, Humphrey Mitchell
7,600, John Mitchell 4,500, Labour got
12,000 votes against 10,000 for the Con-
servative. The Chamber of Commerce
held a special banquet and must have
drank a toast to the two Labour Can-
didates.

But the end is not yet. Charles Atc-
henson, the strategist of the Labour
Party, it is rumoured, has made the
threat that if it is the last thing he
does in the movement he will have his
revenge. So we can look out for the
Labour Party sticking up Humphrey
again when Sam Lawrence has to defend
his seat and lo and behold! we will have
two conservatives where two Labour men
should be.

So comrades in the U.S.A. confusion
you may have but for the real thing

confidently look forward to one last and|come to His Majesty’s Dominion of

we early developed a comprehensive yet

that the fight be within the framework

crowning success.

Canada.

An Interview by

SIR FREDERICK BANTING TELLS OF SOVIET SCIENCE :=::p rovcsox

THE saga of Soviet science is being
written on the most tremendous
page in the world’s history—one-sixth
of the earth’s land surface as an im-
mense laboratory where specialists of
every kind, from the engineers of the
Moscow-Volga canal to the bacteriolo-
gist at his microscope, work with the
toflers of the factory and the farm to
build a country that is now the awe and
wonderment of the whole world.

“There is no country in theé world,”
states Sir Frederick Banting, “where
science occupies such an exalted posi-
tion as it does in the Soviet Union.”

The scientist, the technician, the doc-

tor and the artist, all of these, have
found in the vastness of the U.S.S.R. a
field for endeavor where they are un-
hampered and free. Every resource of
the State is at their disposal because
the Soviet peoples wish to make for
themselves the. best possible country in
which to live.
° Dr. Banting paid tribute to Academi-
cian 1. P. Pavlov, the physiologist whose
work on conditioned reflexes is known
far outside the borders of the U.S.S.R.

“The esteem in which Academician
Pavlov is held is symbolic of the atti-
tude of the people of the Soviet Union
towards scientists,” he said. “every pro-
vision is made for their work and their
personal comfort. For example, Pavlov
has just moved into a new laboratory
which has the very latest equipment and
abundant facilities for work. Added to
that, the government has built for Pav-
lov a fine residence in close proximity
to his laboratory.

“So great is the interest in science
that Pavlov’s work is well known to

‘laymen even in the remotest parts of
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i| of the Czar only 115 towns had anything

Russia.”

Science is interpreted to the people in
the form of popular articles in the news-
papers, he explained.

“Science,” said Dr. Banting, “is being
applied to all branches of industry and
agriculture in a manner unsurpassed in
history. I was tremendously impressed
by the progress being made in all branch-
es of science in the Soviet Union.”
High praise from one who is trained
to see facts and nothing but facts!

This summer Dr. Banting, co-discov-
erer of Insulin with Professor Charles
H. Best of the University of Toronto
and Dr. Collip, attended the 15th Inter-
national Physiology Congress held in
Leningrad and Moscow, He spent two
months in the U.S.S.R. and travelled 11,-
000 kilometers, about 7,000 miles. He
visited hospitals, laboratories, collective
farms and factories. At first hand he
learned how-doctors live, how scientists
work, and what progress is being made.

The man who won the Nobel Prize
and then divided it among his colleagues,
whose sharp scalpel has brought untold
happiness to diabetes sufferers over all
the world, whose name is a by-word on
five continents, told this to “The Mos-
cow News” on August 8th:

“On my trip I have visited many hos-
pitals, sanitariums and laboratories. I
am convinced that socialized medicine
will serve the needs of the people far
better than any other system. Medical
care of the sick, preventive methods,
public health work and sanitation are as
much State functions as education.”

In the Soviet Union of 1936 there is
still a dark and a bright side, Dr. Ban-
ting told this writer.

In spite of the dozens of new medical
schools in the U.S.S.R., about 85,000
more doctors are needed. In 1913, the
year before the outbreak of the World
War, there were 13 medical schools in
Russia. Today there are 63, and more
are being built.

In 1930 there were 19,785 medical
practitioners to take care of a popula-
tion of 170,000,000 people. Today there
are 76,300.

There are 46,000 medical students in
the Soviet Union.

“The Soviets received a sorry inheri-
tance from the old regime. In the time
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resembling a water supply and only 13
cities had sewage disposal. But today
666 towns have a water supply system
and there are 55 with sewage disposal
plants.

“Qcience is being energetically applied
to health problems. In pre-revolution-
ary days epidemics were common and
infectious disease, such as typhus, tra-
choma, syphilis, tuberculosis and others,
were very prevalent. Large areas of
the old Russia had no doctors at all and
no sanitation. People lived and died
without knowledge or benefit of medical

The Old And The New

“In contrast to this, one sees every-
where today evidence of the application
of medical science. For example, no new
townsite is selected without first obtain-
ihg expert medical advice on sanitation,
water supply and other health points.
Old cities are having proper water sup-
ply and sewage disposal systems in-
stalled.”

Doctors, declared Dr. Banting, are re-
quired by law to check sewage plants,
parks, baths, culture centers, even laun-
dries. Nothing is left to chance or ac-
cident.

The huge parks of culture and rest,
such as the Gorki Park in Moscow which
is visited by an average of 170,000 peo-
ple every rest day and about 70,000 on
ordinary days, play an important part
in maintaining and building the health
of the Soviet peoples by supplying
sports, theaters and other attractions
under the best of conditions.

The medical system is spreading to
the collective farms and to the villages
from its starting point, the factory.

“The worker comes first in the Sov-
iet Union,” said Dr. Banting, “and every
factory has its medical health unit, first
aid stations for quick treatment in case
of accidents, hospitals for the care of
the sick, and clinics where not only the
worker may go free of charge but also
his or her dependents.

“Each factory has its group of con-
sultants for special cases, eye, nose and
throat, tuberculosis, surgery and all
other cases where the attention of a
specialist is necessary. These are at-
tached directly to the factory staff.”

How Doctors Live

Doctors work regular hours in the Sov-
iet Union, according to Dr. Banting. In-
stead of eating a rTush breakfast in the
morning and dashing out to a series of
morning calls (some of which he will
be paid for and some not and then re-
turning for office hours, only to rush
out again and stay out until possibly
late at night, the doctor in the Soviet
Union works from nine in the morn-
ing until four oclock in the afternoon.

Because such things cannot be regu-
lated as to time, doctors attached to
_maternity clinics work in shifts. There

Phone:PEnnsylvania 6-3552

JACK'S CLOTHES

“Values Without Equal”

861 SIXTH AVE, N. Y.
(Between 30th & 31st Street

All Suits With 2 Pair Pants
$19.50 $22.50

6th Ave. at 14th St.

aid. Superstition and quackery held the

place now occupied by science.

is no such thing in the Soviet Union as
a doctor, dreary-eyed for lack of sleep
after a hard day’s work, dragging him-
self out of bed at four o’clock in the
morning because of a frantic call that
a baby must be ushered into the world.
Neither is there the heart-breaking
wait for the telephone to ring or for a
patient to pass the “Doctor is In” sign
for the young graduates. There is plenty
of work for all doctors to do in the
Soviet Union.

“One thing that might well be adopt-
ed here,” Dr. Banting said, “is the sys-
tem of bringing doctors back into school
after three years in the field. They are
‘given refresher courses and learn the
latest developments in medical science.
In this way they are kept right up to
date.”

When the Soviet doctor has finished
his day in the laboratory, the clinic or
the hospital, he is free to hdve private
patients if he wishes. The usual charge
to those who for one reason or another
wish a private physician is ten rubles.

Another advantage possessed by the
Soviet doctor is this, his patients come
to him in the factory clinic or are visit-
ed in the hospital. Consequently a doc-
tor can visit a great many more in a day
than can his brother physician in Canada
who must waste time dashing about
from one end of a city to another and
even from one hospital to another.

“In the Soviet Union disease is never
allowed to go to its last stages before
attention,” declared Dr. Banting. “It
costs the patient nothing to see his doc-
tor; therefore, he consults the doctor
early and often.”

“In addition to all this, periodic ex-
amination of school children is am im-
portant factor in the Soviet Union’s plan
for health.

“Up to the present time the milk sup-
ply in the U.S.S.R. has been inadequate,
but with scientific management of dairy
herds a limited supply of pasteurized
and certified milk is now available and
this supply is growing all the time. This
milk goes to babies, young children and
school children.

“I visited one of these milk factories
and watched the milk from the cow to
the bottle. The doctor in charge gave me
full details, not only as to the handling
of the milk but also of the care of the
cows and of the workers who handle
the milk and the animals. For example,
every single detail is looked after care-
fully. The cows are washed before milk-
ing, utensils are sterilized and the milk
chilled. The workers are scrupulously
clean. Every worker is periodically ex-
amined for milk-born disease, such as
typhoid, paratyphoid and tuberculosis.
Cows, too, are carefully examined and
tested.”

But here again, Dr. Banting saw the
dark side. Outside of one city, he visit-
ed a village market place in company
with a Soviet doctor. There he saw in-
dividual peasants, uncollectivized, still
clinging to the old ways of the days of

“There I saw the private sale of milk.
The peasants were dirty and their hands
were unwashed. Milk was being dipped
from open cans.

“This,” said Dr, Banting, “is the con-
trast between the old and the new, the
one gradually dying out, living only with
the old people, and the other growing
and extending.

Science Goes Forward

“Pure science”— the work in the la-
boratories of the great research stations
—is moving forward in the Soviet
Union, aided by the full power of the
State. Dr. Banting described the VIEM,
the All-Union Institute for Experimental
Medicine, the huge organization set up
by decree of the Council of Peoples Com-
missars in 1933. Organized to center
medical research, it received a building
and equipment appropriation of 100,000,-
000 rubles. The buliding contains more
than 500 rooms. In 1933 it had avail-
able for research work the sum of 15,-
698,000 rubles; in 1934, 31,517,000 rubles,
and in 1935 the appropriation amounted
to 37,780,000 rubles. The original staff
consisted of 393 scientific workers. To-
day it has a staff of 2,000 workers.

The research station at Koltushi of
Academician I, P. Pavlov, famed physi-
ologist, best known for his work in neur-
ology, on conditional reflexes, was visit-
ed by Dr. Banting and the two men, one
old, the other young, both with names
that are magic in the world of science,
talked of their work.
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To understand the full significance of
the issues which stirred the stagnant
waters of the American Federation of
Labor, one-mist read carefully the
speeches of the leading representatives
of the reactionary Green-Woll bloc. The
most typical and intelligent of these was
undoubtedly the address delivered by
John P. Frey, head of the Metal Trades
Department of the A. F. of L. and Sec-
retary of the Resolutions Committee at
the fifty-fifth convention.

He is the old type of labor leader
who cherishes dearly the policies and
methods of his idol, Samuel Gompers.
Like the “grand old man” himself, John
P. Frey has stubbornly resisted every
change, every innovation. His own fu-
ture very much in the past, he closes
his eyes and refuses to see that the
new in industry—the growth .of gigan-
tic trusts and combines—calls for new
methods and new forms if trade union-
ism is to survive. But it is precisely
these changes that he and his like in
the Executive Council have dreaded
most.

WHY .CHANGE NOW?

At the Federation Convention in 1929
the same Frey earnestly spoke against
any demand for social legislation to
meet the crisis which was just beginning
to make itself felt. For 49 years, he
argued, the Federation steered clear of
making demands upon the government
and this tradition must not be violated.
“By the same reasoning”, he said at that
convention, “it (the proposal) might go
much further, it might even ask for un-
employment insurance, and, yes, even
for health insurance.” Apparently Frey
considered such demands the height of
impertinence, to be rejected with indig-
nation. The same Frey now speaks
earnestly, devoutly, against the men-
ace of industrial unionism. For fifty-
five years we have gotten along with-
out it, why disturb things now.

So he spoke, but he had serious mis-
givings as to the outcome. Referring
to the sharp and frank discussion, the
like of which has never been heard, he
says: “I am of the opinion that this does
mark a definite turning point, that from
now on our Federation of Labor will
never again be just what it was.”

Very vaguely he seems to hint at the
enlargement of the Executive Council as
the “original sin”, as the root of all
evil. In a rueful voice he continues to
intone: “The large majority of the dele-
gates (at the San Francisco Convention
in 1934) favored that change. The Coun-
cil was enlarged. I was one of those
opposed to increasing the number of
members and, listening to the discussion
this afternoon (he followed John L.
Lewis), it seems to me that we have
just discovered the first fruits of in-
creasing the number of members on the
Executive Council.”

If the speech of Lewis can be com-
pared to a “first fruit” then it must in-
deed have tasted bitter in the mouth of
Frey. But how typical of the old-line
reactionary to believe that if these sharp
controversies had only been kept from
the floor of the convention things could
go on as of old. A dangerous illusion!
If suppressed, these differences might
well have burst forth on another occasion
with such a fury as, perhaps to rend the
Federation to pieces.

Let us see what are the chief argu-
ments against industrial unionism of
this reactionary theoretician of craftism.

CHARTERS ARE HOLY
1. Inviolability of charters. With the

IONISM PRESENTS |

Analyzing the Speech of John P. Frey at the A. F. of L. Convention

deal he argues that a contract is some

broken. Just as we consider unbreak

Unions.

these charters, therefore
unionism is unthinkable.

In this, as in all following arguments,
Mr. Frey does not even attempt to judge
the question from the standpoint of the
interests of the masses of working peo-
ple—the chief test of the industrial
unionists—but from the standpoint of
constitutionalism and commitments made
56 years ago when the International
Molders Union, for instance, joined the
A. F. of L. Not a glimmer of realiza-
tion that during this half century indus-
try has undergone the most profound
changes and that to meet these changes
the living labor movement Thast break
the strangle-hold of the dead past—craft
unionism—or else shrivel away.

TROTTING OUT RED MENACE

2. Industrial Unionism means oppres-
sion, By the use of sly and crafty in-
nuendo Frey left the impression that
industrial unionism was closely akin to
company unionism, and, in an attempt to
ride in on anti-Red and anti-fascist sen-
timent, he also trotted out Germany,
Italy and Russia.

“When Mussolini gained control in
Italy he destroyed all the free trade
unions, and in their place organized
three industrial unions to which every
one must belong who worked for wag-
es. . . . the only thoroughly industrial
unions in the world are the company
unions or the type of organizations
forced upon the workmen in Russia,
in Italy, and recently in Germany,
by dictators brought into existence
only after free institutions and free
expressions had been suppressed.”

ness man when he’s at the long end of a
thing holy that cannot and must not be

able a contract with the employers, he
maintains, in the same sense must the
Federation consider unbreakable the
charters it granted to the International
Industrial unionism would vio-
late jurisdictional awards guaranteed in
industrial

propagate industrial unionism are either
- | company union agents, or spokesmen for
subversive movements which aim at the
- | destruction of owr “free institutions”. A
more ridiculous, more despicable argu-
'ment was not resorted to by anyone else
thruout the duration of the convention.

Another example of brazen falsifica-
tion and Red-baiting. Says this hide-
bound burocrat: “In Russia there were
free trade unions. I knew their officers

Bolsheviks gained control and formed
the Soviet they destroyed these trade
unions, they assassinated most of the of-
ficers, and in their place the govern-

only twelve for every one employed in
Russia .. .”

Leaving aside the atrocity stories, at
which even a George Creel would balk,
we again have the dominant trend of
his argument—the industrial unions ori-
ginate with enemies of our “free institu-
tions” and their introduction is synony-
mous with the introduction of a brutal-
izing and destructive dictatorship.” It
is perhaps no accident that this shameful
distortion of the question of industrial
unionism should come from the mouth of
a regular contributor to the New Leader!

In the face of the existence and func-
tioning of such industrial unions as the
United Mine Workers of America, it
would be insulting the intelligence of
any trade unionist to attempt to dis-
prove the contentions of Frey.

SUCCESS OF CRAFT UNIONS
3. Craft unions have succeeded. Leav-
ing the field ot innuendo and insinuation
Mr. Frey insists that the craft unions
have succeeded. There is not a single
industrial union which can prove, he
states, that it has made greater advan-
ces due to its form of organization than
“my own International Molders’ Union.”
(Shades of William H. Silvis!)

Delegate Murray of the U.M.W. met
that challenge squarely in two ways.
First, in connection with the so-called
achievements of the craft-bound Mold-

The implications are clear. Those who

and corresponded with them. When the

ment created twelve industrial unions—

a part of the country where approxi-
mately 100,000 are engaged in the pro-
duction of steel . . .and I am prepared
to venture the assertion upon the floor
of the convention this evening that out
of those 100,000 workers employed in
and around the steel mills in and around
the area, MR. FREY DOES NOT HAVE
A SINGLE, SOLITARY MOLDER IN
HIS UNION AT ANY OF THOSE
PLANTS.”
Secondly, he points to a concrete case
where industriai unionism had led to the
organization of a large plant employing
8,000 workers only to be lost to union-
ism when the craft unions swooped down
vulture-like to make raids upon this
union. This case is so glaring an ex-
ample that we cannot refrain from quot-
ing it in full from the stenogram of the
convention. Murray is speaking:
“Mr. President, I was invited to a
meeting in the town of Aliquippa
eighteen months ago, at the great
plant of the Jones & Laughlin Steel
Company, where some 8,000 men are
employed. The workers employed in
that plant, of their own volition, of
their own motion, without an organ-
izer attending the meeting in its ini-
tial stages, called a meeting. Many
of them were unemployed. Many of
them were working for 25¢ an hour,
19¢ an hour, twelve and fourteen hours

a day, and they were suffering the
pangs of hunger and distress and pov-
erty and want. They were clamoring
for protection, howling for protec-
tion, pleading to the God above them
to guide them so that their women and
children would be given the protec-
tion of workers that might enjoy a
better standard. And these workers
operating under their own motion,
without any assistance from any in-
ternational union, without any assist-
ance from the American Federation
of Labor, at that time organized 6,500
out of the 8,000 workers at the Ali-
quippa plant into an independent
union. -They petitioned, pleaded,
begged that they be given an indus-

ers, he declares: “I happen to come from

trial charter.

By K. KALMEN
Some 300 people, French-Canadian wo-
men, intellectuals, some Negroes, an-
swered the call of the National Coun-
cil for the Maintenance of Peace (Re-
organized League against War and Fas-
cism) and attended a meeting, Wednes-
day, October 23rd, at one of the Mon-
treal high school auditoriums.

On the platform sat Reverend Charles
Est, Negro pastor of the United Chureh,
Rev. A. Berzani of the Church of all
Nations, Rev. Laurence Claire, of the
Unitarian Church of Messiah, Rabbi
Abramovitch of the Shaar-Hashsmayian
Synagogue, two lower trade union func-
tionaries and Comrade R., leading party
“theoretician” of Montreal, and leading
light of the Conference Council.
Here are the high-lights of the first
speaker, Rev, Est: “I have the greatest
admiration for Mussolini and for his sys-
tem of government.” , .. “We have no
anarchists neither Communists in our
ranks who want to overthrow the gov-
ernment.” . .. “We love the British Em-

psychology typical of an American busi-
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IS THIS DIMITROFF'S POLITICAL LINE?

pire, we love Canada.” . .. “The only
thing we ask for is justice for Ethiopia.”
Then followed a spirited defense of slav-
ery and Haile Selassie in Ethiopia.
Rev. Est was followed by Rev. Claire,
Rev. Berzani, and Rabbi Abramovitch.
These are the highlights of their speech-
es: “The only reason we have war to-
day is because we have not got enough
Christian spirit in the world—if we had
the real Christian spirit all our problems
would be solved without going to war.”
(Berzani) “It was not religion that had
failed humanity in the last war but
the world had failed and thrown reli-
gion overboard, and if wars are still pos-
sible it is only because religion is de-
fied and the things it stands for are
repudiated.” (Abramovitch).
The following two resolutions were
adopted: The conference is “unhesitat-
ingly in favor of a general boycott of
Italian goods, refusal of credits and all
measures - in line with the sanctions
agreed upon by the League of Nations.”
And, the conference “. , . . . most
urgently request the present government
of this country to take a clear and un-
hesitating stand on the question of peace,
engaging itself to keep Canada at peace
and to support fully all actions of the
League of Nations leading to the main-
tenance of peace.”

The only one who spoke from a work-
ing class point of view was the trade
unionist, although as a distinct reform-
ist. Comrade R’s mission was confined
to conducting the applause and hand-
clapping, Communism, Socialism, work-
ing class, class struggle, are taboo at a
“united front” meeting initiated by the
Party forces. The party isn’t even put-
ting out a speaker. And so a movement

its vice-chairman Rev. Est hag “the
greatest admiration for Mussolini and his
system, of government.” A united front
organized by the Party has no Party
spe_akers and its only concrete plan of
action—except mass meetings and gen-
e.ral propaganda for the League of Na-
tions and sanctions is the raising of
funds for the Ethiopian Red Cross. (The
meeting concluded with a collection for
the Ethiopian Red Cross.)

. How long will this crime of sabotag-
ing the real working clasg united front
thru these fake united fronts go on? How
long will the mockery of everything that
the organized labor movement has stood
ff)r during years of struggle be con-
tinued ? And most important of all—how
long will the CP members stomach this
“new line”?

No, it isn’t Dimitroff’s line. And to
a_ffiac to these tactics Lenin’s name is
cynically spitting on everything this
name stands for in the minds and hearts
of millions of workers.

Ts —CAEE George F. Miles

“In the meantime some of the
agents of the ‘craft organizations
stepped into the cities of Ambridge
and Aliquippa, held meetings and
claimed jurisdiction over certain of
the men who had joined the indus-
trial union. They created confusion
and disorganized the movement and
broke it up, and the men went back,
back, back, and they are still back.
THEY HAVE NO ORGANIZATION,
THEY HAVE NO CHARTER, THEY
HAVE NO INDEPENDENT UNION,
THEY HAVE NO CRAFT UNION,
THEY HAVE NOTHING. They are
today where they were before they
started their campaign of organiza-
tion eighteen months ago.”

Could there possibly be a stronger
condemnation against present-day craft
unionism than the case of the Aliquippa
Steel 'mill. And how many other such
cases are there thruout the length and
breadth of the country?

FAILURE OF INDUSTRIAL UNIONS

4. Industrial unionism has failed. Mr.
Frey assured the convention that on
American soil only the enemies of the
American Federation of Labor have ever
raised the question of industrial union-
ism. He points to the Western Federa-
tion of Miners, the Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance of Daniel DeLeon and
to the LW.W,, to prove that industrial
unionism was uniformly a failure.

Mr. Frey misreads his history. The
movements he mentions arose within the
very body of labor as a revolt against
the smugness and stand-patism of the
Freys of a past age. The impatignce of
those militants of past decades led them
to secession and the setting up of dual
utopian, “ideal”, “model” organizations
which were bound to wither and die.
Suppressive measures and flaunting of
decisions—as has become customary with
the Executive Council—may well lead to
serious difficulties even now, altho the
scope and size of the progressive move-
ment precludes any such utopian schemes
as marked the past.

Frey fails to see that”the demand for
industrial unionism can no longer be
shouted down with the cry of “Red agi-
tator”, It meets the needs and has grip-
ped the imagination ‘of millions of or-
ganized and unorganized workers. Mr.
Frey and his friends will have to dis-
cuss the question on the merits of the
case.

To this Delegate Murray replied:

“Is this convention constantly to be
met with the argument that the
preachment of newer and more sane
philosophies is wholly illogical? Is
the movement toward industrial
unionism to be compared to the scape-
goat movement referred to by Dele-
gate Frey in his address to the con-
vention here this evening? The move-
ment for industrial unionism in this
convention is being led by responsi-
ble leaders of labor and the heads of
great international organizations that
recognize their responsibility, not only
to their membership, but to their
Government as citizens of the United
States of America.”

The very fact that “responsible lead-
ers of labor” have heard the bitter cry
of the inhumanly exploited millions in
the basic industries of our country; the
fact that these refuse to go into battle
armed with pea-shooters (craft unions)
against the tremendous power and might
of trust capital; these facts augur well
for the winning of industrial unionism
and give new hope and courage to our

unorganized millions.
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WORKING CLASS UNITY 15 NEED OF THE HOUR!

By WILL HERBERG

Working class unity against capital-
ist reaction is the burning need of the
hour! The cry for unity echoes from the
depths of the proletarian masses of Eu-
rope. Shocked and sobered by the Fas-
cist victories in Germany and Austria,
impressed with the gravity of the Fas-
cist menace everywhere, decisive sec-
tions of the labor movement are rais-
ing their voices aloud, clamoring for
unity of action in tones that will not be
denied.

Arising thus spontaneously, the move-
ment for unity is forging rapidly for-
ward, making great headway on every
front. At the present time the greatest
obstacle in its way is the embittered re-
sistance of the extreme right wing of
Social-Democracy. The leaders of this
tendency, dominating the labor move-
ment in a number of important coun-
tries of Europe, are in mortal fear that
proletarian unity with the left will, in
the end, menace their standing alliance
with the bourgeois liberals and even call
into question their entire system of re-
formist policy. But even their obstruc-
tion is beginning to crumble, yielding bit
by bit to the irresistible will of the
masses. The fact that united action of
some sort has been established in such
countries as Belgium and Switzerland,
where the Social-Democratic leadership
is ultra-right wing in character, the fact
that the Socialist and Labor Interna-

more “reasonable” attitude towards.col-
laboration with the Communist Interna-
tional, ought to make perfectly clear the
trend of the times. The movement for
labor unity is the great movement of
the day; it has the future before it!

The opposition in principle with which
the Communist International and its sec-
tions used to meet every suggestion for
proletarian unity, is now happily a thing
of the past. In spite of all its short-
comings, in spite of all the opportunist
excesses it countenanced or defended, the
recent Seventh Congress of the C.I. cer-
tainly accomplished one thing: It defi-
nitely broke with the old anti-united
front nonsense of the “third period”
(“social-Fascism” and the “united front
from below”); it threw the entire weight
of its emphasis on the burning need for
united labor action; it declared itself
ready to go out of its way, to make any
reasonable concession, in order to achieve
it. We must all heartily welcome the
new attitude of the C.I. as a powerful
stimulus to the world-wide movement
for unity.

OUR OWN PROBLEM

In the United States the problem of
unity assumes a special aspect, full of
the greatest difficulties. Here, the re-
sistance comes primarily from the “old
guard” of the Socialist Party and from
reactionary, anti-Socialist trade union of-
ficials, whose boots the “old guar ” is
so proud to lick. The right wingers in
the S.P., the people of the stripe of Ca-
han or Oneal, have made a-veritable re-
ligion—perhaps profession would be the
better word—of their anti-Communism
and anti-Sovietism; they pursue it with
fanatical intensity bordering on mono-
mania. And, of course, the tottering
Woll-Green leadership of the A. F. of
L., worried by the growing opposition
in the ranks, are not averse to the ser-
vices of these “Socialists”, especially if
they cost them nothing! The Militant
faction of the S.P., on the other hand,
insofar as it has a common viewpoint
on the matter at all, is definitely in
favor of the united front with the left
but apparently it does not consider it
“expedient” at the present time to drive
ahead -on this issue as a vital, question
of the moment or to do very much about
putting any form of united action into
practical effect. The result is that, even
from the viewpoint of Socialist-Com-
munist cooperation, the movement for

A Discussion of the Basis for Effective Cooperation

way in this country, manifesting itself
only in isolated cases here and there.

But that is merely the beginning of
the problem. In this country, unlike
France, or England, or Belgium or Nor-
way or most European countries, the So-
cialist and Communist parties together
form a relatively small part of the or-
ganized working class, whether in num-
bers or in influence. The great body of
organized labor is to be tound in the
A. F. of L., which is certainly neither
Socialist nor Communist to any appre-
ciable degree. The problem of achiev-
ing labor unity against reaction is there-
fore far from being solved simply by
effecting cooperation between Socialists
and Communists, however essential and
welcome this would be as a first step.
The chief task would still remain of
broadening the united labor front so as
to embrace the great masses of organ-
ized workers thru their organization. In
order to be really fruitful, Socialist-Com-
munist cooperation must be cemented on
such a basis and on such a program as
will most effectively mobilize the organ-
ized labor movement for action. The
question is not how “correct¥ or how
“revolutionary” a program or a slogan
may be but how reasonable an appeal
it makes to the trade unionist who is be-
ginning to feel keenly the need of doing
something about the danger of war and
Fascism or about meeting the attacks of
the employing class and its government.
The real and truly immense significance
of an alliance of Socialists and Commu-
nists lies in the service it can render
in forging a conscious, determined force
able to drive ahead a broad and all-in-
clusive common front of organized labor.

HINDRANCES IN THE WAY
Unfortunately, as things are today,
even those forces that do stand for uni-
ty in the labor movement are divided
amongst themselves. The Communist
movement is split into warring factions
and the old “third period” hostilities
have not yet been entirely overcome. The
preliminary step, absolutely indispensa-
ble for the achievement of a real united
front of labor, is the establishment of ef-
fective cooperation among the Commu-
nist Party, the Communist Opposition,
the Socialist Militants and the “non-par-
tisan” progressives with the aim of weld-
ing a powerful and ever-growing force
for militancy and unity in the labor
movement!

What are the big hindrances in the
way of such collaboration at the pres-
ent time? Along with the hesitation and
vacillation of the Militants, the most ser-
ious obstacle is undoubtedly the irrita-
ting sectarianism, overlaid with new
opportunist errors, cropping up contin-
ually in the actual work of the Q.P., in
spite of all the resolutions and in spite
of some genuine efforts to resume cor-

- functioned that it 1s now utterly incap-

rect tactics. The old ultra-left course
is completely shattered, it is true; but
the broken pieces still remain as fes-
tering sources of infection. That’s where
the real trouble lies today!

Members and sympathizers of the
Communist Party! Just examine for
yourselves, in a sober and self-critical
spirit, the policies of the party in some
of the most important fields of work and
see if this is not the case.

LIQUIDATE THE LEAGUE

1. Great masses of workers are becom-
ing deeply aroused over the imminence
of a new world war and over the men-
acing advance of Fascism. The A. F. of
L. convention reflected the universal re-
sentment of American labor against the
bloody imperialist adventure of Italian
Fascism in Ethiopia. Never was the sit-
uation more favorable for the develop-
ment of a powerful anti-war and anti-
Fascist mass movement, deeply rooted
in the trade unions. But what _is the
C.P. doing? It obstinately persists in
pushing forward the American League
Against War and Fascism as the chosen
vehicle for rallying the masses on
this field. What matter if this organi-
zation has been so thoroly discredited
by the crassly sectarian manner in which
it was organized and in which it has

able of winning the support of any one
but the C.P. and its sympathizers, to-
gether with some radicalized intellec-
tuals! What matter if it has been so
thoroly painted “Red” thru the blind
stupidity and factionalism of its leaders
that it is now capable only of repelling
those sections: of the workers who are
beginning to awaken to the danger of
war and Fascism! The American League
must nevertheless be cherished as the
only road to salvation!

Of what good, furthermore, are such
old “third-period” masquerades as the
recent “People’s March For (Peace”?
What sense is there in dressing up the
American League in a new cloak so
threadbare that no more than a formal
gesture is made to keep up the pretense?
What sense is there in making believe
that “organized labor” is sponsoring the
demonstration when obviously nothing
of the sort is the case? What sense is
there in publishing leaflets alleged to
be “issued” by a number of unions, when
the majority of these organizations
have never even officially heard of the
affair, much less endorsed it? What
sense, in short, is there to the sectar-
ian bluff of the “third period” now,
towards the end of 19357 Is that the
way to carry out Dimitroff’s directives
at the seventh congress?

The American League, in whatever
guise it may appear, has always been
and continues to be an annoying hind-

and Fascism, a standing obstacle to co-
operation on this field. Why not face the
facts and adjust your pelicy according-
ly? Why not frankly scrap the Ameri-
can League, which can play no useful
role anyway; why not let it go the way
of the so many other paper ‘“mass or-
ganizations” of past years? Why not

tion and, in collaboration with the So-
cialists and the C.P.O., help launch a new
anti-war movement on sound founda-
tions, with program, methods and ap-
peal such as will open the way to a
fruitful approach to organized labor?
On such a basis, effective cooperation is
possible immediately. Eventually, this
will come; why not now?

BUILDING A LABOR PARTY

2. That about 20% of the voting
strength at the A. F. of L. convention
could be mustered in favor of a Labor
party is a most encouraging sign of
the headway sentiment for independent
working class political action has made
in the ranks of labor. But here again
the -C.P. persists in a course that can
only isolate the party from this left-
ward movement. On the one hand, sec-
tarian blunders—such as the “Labor
party from below”, the Labor party
“over the head of and against” the trade
union leadership; or the injection of the
«Red” issue by insisting to the point
of split on the direct representation of
the C.P. On the other hand, opportun-
ist blunders—permitting and even en-
couraging C.P.-controlled Labor parties
to support old-party politicians as
«friends of labor”! And all overlaid
with vague phrases about the “People’s
Front”, “People’s Party,” ete, which
lead to nothing but confusion worse con-
founded.

All this simply alienates and disgusts
those elements in the labor movement
who are beginning to grow more favor-
ably inclined to the idea of independent
working class political action; it ser-
iously hinders effective cooperation in
this field. Why must this go on? Why
not come out openly with a clear-cut,
constructive policy, dropping all the
nonsense of the “Peoples Front”, fos-
tering and stimulating every tendency
favoring a Labor party based on the
recognized trade union movement, scru-
pulously guarding the independent class
character of such a party by unreserv-
edly refusing any contaminating con-
neotion with old-party politicians of
whatever stripe. On such a basis ef-
fective cooperation is possible imme-
diately. Eventually it will come; why
not now?

FOR A PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT

3. The opportunities for building up
a militant progressive movement and
rooting it in the ranks of organized la-

rance to real united action against war

bor, are better now than they have been

HE Trotskyist Workers Party has
T just gone thru another split. We
do not know whether the split is formal-
ly completed, with the revolting faction
setting up a new group, but we do know
that the “Left Wing” of the Workers
Party which todate has confined itself to
publishing a mimeographed bulletin of
its own, has now gone a little further by
arranging a meeting under its own
auspices. The purpose of the meeting
is announced as one for discussion of
“Phe program of the Left Wing of the
Workers Party of the U. S., suppressgd
by the bureaucratic centrist Jeadership

labor unity has as yet made little head-

of the Workers Party. The sipeakers will

—

for the unity of the
darity of all workers.
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President
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as it completes the sixth year of its struggle

trade unions and soli-

LOUIS NELSON
Manager

NEW SPLIT LOOMS IN WORKERS PARTY

explain the Left Wing position on the
war and other questions and the expul-
sion policy of the Cannon-Muste-Weber
bloc to muzzle the Left Wing.”

The split was provoked by the attempt
on the part of Trotsky and his American
rubber-stamps — Cannon, Shachtman,
Muste—to internationalize the French
turn. In other words the “Left Wing”
objects to Trotsky’s orientation upon the
Second International and insists that the
ephemeral Fourth International is the
cure-all for present ills.

It iz of interest that all minority

and the whole discussion kept out of the
press. The “Left Wing” complains of

expulsions.
one of its recent documents, that it was
Trotsky himself who urged Cannon to
stop pussyfooting and give the opposi-
tion the knife. Similar charges of buro-
cracy are also directed against their In-

opinion has been rigorously suppressed| cyNTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE

burocracy, slugging tacti?s (opppsition- SEVERAL LETTERS THAT HE HAD
ists were beaten up ip Pl}llade]phla) ar}d SENT INFORMING THEM THAT HE
The minority charges, in|cspITULATES AND WANTS TO RE-

ternational Secretariat (Trotsky).

A recent issue of the “New Militant”
presented a very humorous spectacle.
One of the would-be humorists lets his
imagination run riot and fills a whole
column with his idea of a capitulatory
speech which he would make were he Jay
Lovestone.

In the same issue of the “New Mili-
tant” is printed a long document al-
legedly written by a Trotskyist escaped
from exile in Russia. For four columns
this 100 per center raves and rants in the
most incoherent manner BECAUSE THE

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SO-
VIET UNION FAILED TO ANSWER

TURN TO THE PARTY!
We wonder (‘whether the extremely
funny columnist saw the humor of the

for decades. But what is the C.P. doing
about it? True, it has made a series
of very welcome steps in correcting its
suicidal trade union policies and the
beneficial results of this turn are al-
ready to be seen. But a good deal still
remains to be done before the situation
can be considered healthy again. A fun-
damental and complete change of line is
still far from having been achieved.
Dual unionist sectarianism has yet not
been openly rejected in principte; it
has simply been dropped in practise, al-
legedly because of ‘“changed objective

start anew in the face of the new situa-|conditions” while its miserable record

for the last seven years is actually being
praised in extravagant terms. This is
not a question of any claims to “recog-
nition” for having been cofrect; the
matter goes far deeper. A party poli-
cy is not an automatic reflex, least of
all on the trade union field. It requires
to be carried out into life by members
and followers of the party; but how
is this possible if no attempt is made to
reeducate the party membership to the
new policy, if no explanation ‘is given
as to why the old course was false, if
it is not even recognized that it was
false! To mean anything at all, a par-
ty policy must be able to win the confi-
dence and support of the workers; but
how is this possible if the party refuses
frankly to recognize its own flagrant
errors or even to abjure them without
reservation for the future?

Even the dual Red unions, misborn
products of the “third period”, have not
yet all disappeared. There still remain
such organizations as the dual office
workers, food workers and metal work-
ers unions, still playing the old, destruc-
tive game of “conferences” and “com-
mittees”. Reckless adventurism and the
tendency to manufacture “issues” for the
sake of opposition still crop up in situa-
tion after situation. Altogether too fre-
quently, mere factionalism, unreasoning
hostility to “Lovestoneites” and pro-
gressives, is allowed to influence and de-
termine party policy. And cases are far
from unknown where the C.P. groups in
the unions are apparently prepared to
trim their sails and pull their punches
as far as may be necessary to win tol-
eration or favor from some reactionary
union officials; this, it seems, is what
the new course means to them.

To what bottomless confusion and self-
contradiction all this leads, can be seen
from Jack Hardy’s book, “The Garment
Worker”, just issued by the Interna-
tional Publishers. With the public en-
dorsement of the C.P., this scandalous
volume contains page after page of the
most brazen defense of dual unionist
sectarianism in its worst forms as well
of masses of filthy “third period” abuse
heaped upon the “Lovestoneites”, Zim-
merman and the progressives. And this
at the very time that the C.P. forces in
the dressmakers union are supposed to
be cooperating with the same Zimmer-
man, the same “Lovestoneites”, the same
progressives!

EVENTUALLY, WHY NOT NOW?

All of these questions are being
brought forward mnot in the spirit of
carping ecriticism, not in the spirit of
empty fault-finding. They are not triv-
jal matters by any means. They are
what is creating suspicion, multiplying
difficulties, and making the cooperation
so urgent today more difficult all
around!

Party members and sympathizers!
Comrades! We all desire unity and the
collaboration of revolutionary forces as
the foundation stone for a broad and all-
embracing united front of labor against
capital. 'Why not then remove the ob-
stacles in the way? Why not face the
facts and, on the basis of frank self-
critcism, such as befits a serious party,
carry the present change of line to its
full and logical conclusion? Why not
make ‘a clean sweep of the pernicious
old sectarianism that has weighed like
a nightmare on our movement for seven
years? Why not put a check to the new
'| opportunist errors before they’ get alto-
gether out of hand?

On such a basis, effective cooperation
is possible immediately. Eventually it

situation.

will come; why not now?
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TRADITIONS IN THE MAKING OF OCTOBER

By BERN BRANDON

The October Revolution is the most
significant episode in a long and glor-
ious tradition whose lessons will have
meaning for the workers of the world
till the tasks which history has set for
them have been successfully accomplish-
ed. In retracing our steps, we are mo-
tivated by purposes other than the tra-
ditional attitude of the bourgeoisie to its
past. We go not to gloat over the ac-
complishments of the dead. We go to
learn from the living.

REVOLUTION AND
SOCIAL PROGRESS

The course of the Russian Revolution
is another reminder that the appeal to
force as the ultimate arbiter of social
destiny is as ancient as the history of
class struggles. It is the price that civ-
ilized man has had to pay for the reali-
zation of those aspirations unattainable
in the society in which he is a consti-
uent but a subordinate part. And it
would be strange, indeed, if it were
otherwise. The appeal to reason is an
appeal for the composition of conflict-
ing interests that are ultimately recon-
cilable. There is no basis for a resolu-
tion of differences where the legitimate
aspirations of one class not only strike
at the root but involve the very surren-
der of the established postulates by
which another class lives. Self-preserva-
tion is not only a law of the natural
jungle. It is a law of the social jungle
as well. This, in a word, is the verdict
of history. Without acting upon this
knowledge, there would have been no
Russian revolution worth celebrating.

THE STATE AND
REVOLUTION

It is obvious, of course, that the ap-
peal to force is no invention of the
Russian Revolution, nor of Karl Marz.
There is no lack of evidence in history
that the class needs of prior epochs
were of sufficient urgency to draw forth
the proper fire, But the tradition which
produced October was something more;
it was a tradition which revealed the
state as the embodied crystallization of
the purposes of one class, armed, how-

The Basic Concepts of Bolshevism Which Made October Possible

of the bourgeoisie is always national in
content even when international in form;
the struggle of the proletariat is always

izing of the future.

were now sharply defined.

movement, especially
reared.

torship of the proletariat.”
in life this teaching of Marx, in th

iron cohesion, uncompromising

tive—the conquest of political power.

DEMOCRACY AND
SOCIALISM

classes that the hopes it engenders mus

for their uicimate realization.

which, strange though it may at firs

tions of Marxism. The marriage of capi

lasting love. From the first, the uni

ever, with the instruments of coercion to | versal promise of liberty and equality
enfprce its will on all classes. This revo- | has been wider in theory than its appli-
lutionary interpretation of the past be-|cation in practice; and the capitalists,
came an instrument for the revolution- | especially now in the twilight of their
It cleared the way|system, are horrified by the painful im-
for the realization of objectives that |plications to which their own assump-
It was ob-|tions have so logically led.
vious that the existing state could nei-|riage, as postwar history has so con-
ther be ignored nor supported. As the|clusively shown, can last only so, long
most effective obstacle to the realization| as the basic postulates of capitalism are
of the gstablished expectations of the|not menaced by the established expec-
masses, it had to be destroyed. This was | tations of democracy. Today, history of-
the copdition precedent to an effective|ers the bourgeoisie the alternative of the
redefinition of class purposes. Upon this| supersession of capitalisn or the sup-
knowledge of the state tche revolutionary | pression of democracy; and self-interest,
in Russia, was|as the events in Italy, Germany, and
'It inspired the Bolsheviks with}| Austria indicate, has
a_consciousness of purpose, clarity of | that capitalism would sooner divorce it-
aim, and ironness of will. “The class|self from democracy than divorce itself
struggle was known to many others be-| from life. The central contradiction to-
fore me, but my teaching consists in]day is between the implicit promise of
the knowledge that the development of | democracy and the explicit needs of cap-
capitalism leads inevitably to the dicta-|italism;

In applying | theory and capitalist practice have but

constant adgptatlon of means to an end,] diction—given the present system—is as
the Bolsheviks offered a revolutionary|insoluble as it is profound.
model to the workers of the world of
spirit, DICT

unity of viewpoint, and perfect central- PROLI}‘]'I’B\I:{SI};’II‘P OF THE
ization dedicated to the central objec-

It is one of the ironies of a social sys-|cial and economic democracy.
tem built upen hostile and opposing | democracy under capitalism conceals the

wait upon the succeeding social system |der socialism reveals the democracy of
No ex-)the workers.
pectation perhaps is so urgent nor one|by considerations of revolutionary poli-
so impossible of fulfillment under capi-|cy.
talism as the universal working class|workers® state is reared with new or-
cry for social and economic democracy,|gans to give effect to the new purposes.

sight appear, is one of the great tradi-| masses for social and economic equality

talism with democracy is far from an|private monopoly in the instrument of
eternal union born of a mutual and ever- | production.

The mar-

ore than shown

and the lessons of Marxian

e| fortified the conviction that the contra-

The dictatorship of the proletariat is
the only insttument afforded by a class
society for the realization of the as-
pirations of the masses for genuine so-
While

t | dictatorship of capital, dictatorship un-
The proletariat is guided

On the ruins of the old state a

t| The established expectations of the

-| are realized through the destruction of

The security of the new
-|state is assured by the arming of the

international in content even when na-
tional in form.

proletariat and the disarming of the| In the same sense that the First In-
bourgeoisie. The old artificial division |ternational was the father of the Paris
of executive, legislative, and judicial| Commune, the Communist International
functions is discarded and all officials| was the father of the October Reyolu-
are made subject to recall at any time.|tion.. Though it is true that the Comin-
The industrial proletariat and its van-|tern as a definite and official organiza-
guard, the Communist Party, play the|tion came into being only after the seiz-
leading role in the exercise of state pow-|ure of power, as a moral force which
er for they, more than any other sec-|inspired the activities of revolutionary
tion of the masses, are guided by con-|Marxists it long preceded it. When the
siderations of revolutionary socialist pol-| vote on war credits came up in the Rus-
icy. Proletarian democracy so organ-|sian Duma, fourteen Bolsheviks declared
ized, is the dictatorship of the proletar-| that “the hearts of the Russian workers”
iat. were “with the European proletariat”
that the war had been provoked by “a
policy of expansion for which the ruling
‘classes of all countries were responsi-
ble”?, and that “the terms of the peace”
would be “dictated by the people them-
selves and not by diplomats”—the in-
ternational solidarity of labor was alive
at that moment. When the largest sec-
tians of the Second International drop-
ped the torch of proletarian internation-
alism in 1914, it was picked up by a
small but incorruptible remnant who
nursed the flickering flame through
Zimmerwald and Kienthal in the dark-
est days of the international labor move-
ment. And when the Moscow Confer-
Proletarian internationalism is the su-|ence met in 1919, it regarded itself as the
preme expression of the'unity of inter-|outgrowth of the Zimmerwald move-
ests of the workers of the world. Work-Iment and dissolved the Zimmerwald
ers have but one real enemy—capital;| Commission before formally inaugurat-
one ally—all others who are opposed by|ing the Commumist International. If to-
capital; one road—the seizure of power;|day the Soviet Union is hailed as the
one goal—the international socialization!fatherland of the workers of all the
of production and distribution. There|world, it owes its singular status in no
should be differences, to be sure, in the|small part to that tradition of proletar-
tactics pursued for the attainment of|ian internationalism which has gone into
the common objective in the different|its making.

cou.ntries of the world if the leading par-| Traditions are more often a glorifica-
ty is not to be a mere sect maneuvering | tion of the dead than an appeal to the
in a void. But these national differ-|living. The traditions of Marxism, how-
ences in tactic do not in the slightest|ever, will remain an inspiration to the
affect the international solidarity of in-|proletariat until the work history has
terests which unites the workers of all|assigned them is completely and ef-

lands. In this is to be seen once more| fectively done. In this sense the tradi-
the .fundamental cleavage between bour-]|tions in the making of October are the
geoisie and proletariat. The struggle|traditions which will remake the world.

INTERNATIONALISM

The tradition of proletarian interna-
tionalism differs from all others. It
does not draw a vertical line between na-
tions but sees the horizontal lines that
cut across the boundaries of nationality.
[Where the bourgeoisie sees nations, the
workers see classes; and where the bour-
geoisie speaks of national and racial
brothers, the workers speak of class
comrades. Thus, the aim of labor inter-
nationalism, can be understood only as
an attempt to change the terrain of
war.

SOCIALISM

AND WAR

(Continued from Page 1)

phasis mine.—B.D.W.)

And again:

“Desirous that Hitler Germany—if
it went to war—should be defeated, it
has no reason to desire that Ger-
many’s opponents should be lacking
arms.”

Of course there are attempts to miti-
gate or rather veil the crassness of the
above declarations. There are phrases
about “dispelling illdsions” while sup-
porting those governments. Platonic de-
clarations about the policy of the sup-
ported governments being “not our poli-
c¢y”. And so forth.

But these qualifying phrases do not
improve the thesis. To the extent that
they obscure its true character they
make it worse. But they are not very
effective. The logic of the thesis on this
first objective is only too clear. It is a
logic which if followed will cause French
“left” socialism under the lead of Zy-
romski and Dunois to support French
militarism and imperialism under slog-
ans about the “menace of Hitler,” no
different in essence from French capi-
talism in 1914.

The thesis is not a document for revo-
lutionary struggle against war, each
working class to vie with the other by
seeking to excel and win first in the
struggle against its own master class,
its own war-makers and exploiters. It
is a document of Alphonse-and-Gaston
politeness in which Zyromski and Du-
nois say to the German working class,
“After you, my dear Hans! After you
defeat your ruling class, we will start
to break with ours.,” The thesis pro-
vides a splendid weapon in the hands of
the Comite des Forges. And at the
same time a useful weapon in the hands
of Hitler,

WHERE U.S.S.R. COMES IN
The second objective proclaimed by
the thesis is the defense of the. Soviet
Union. Here too, a closer analysis re-
veals, that just as the “struggle against
fascism” is used as a pretext for the

non-fascist countries, so the “defense of would have this in common, a continu-

the Soviet Union” turns out to be, no

another reason for defeating your own against thelr. own bourgeoisie, for the
bourgeoisie and thus giving the Soviet §ake of the m.terests of the proletariat
Union dependable allies and comradely | the respective countries and in the
countries, but another reason for sup- Soviet Union as well.
porting your own and defeating the other Bauer, Dan, Zyromski and Adler are be-

fellow’s bourgeoisie.
The thesis declares:

“If Hitler Germany and the Soviet “revolutionary” excuse for an old anti-

Union face each other in a war, the]revolutionary crime,
its stand|OWR master class and abandonment of

against Hitler Germany and its al- the interests of the proletariat in an im-
lies; it must wish to see her defeated perialist war?

International must take

by ‘the Soviet Union and its allies.
(emphasis mine—BDW).
And again:

“In the countries allied with the allied offensive was the demand that
Soviet Union, Socialists cannot and the German masses overthrow their Kai-

must not hinder the conduct of war

all sabotage would be a help for Hit- t!'le German front collapsed by revolu-
ler Germany and a blow to the Soviet | tio% the German masses got—the Ver-
Union. Socialists must appeal to the|Sailles peace! 3
workers to do their duty as soldiers lution should' tak.e pl?.ce in Gerfna.ny,
as well as in the war-industry.” (em-|S2¥S the thesis, “in this case, Socialism

phasis 'mine—BDW).
Such statements are only too clear

They are not improved, only made more all means . . . any attempt to impose on
dishonest and hypoeritical by a subse- Germany a.mother.l'mpermhst peace which
quent declaration that Socialism in those would maim or dismember her.”

countries “must not enter into a civil
peace with the government.” What is
civil peace if not just this: “do nothing
to hinder the conduct of the war”; “all
sabotage would be a help for Hitler Ger-
many” (the last civil peace was because
“a]l sabotage would be a help for Kai-
ser Germany”); and Socialists “appeal-
ing to the workers to ao their duty as
soldiers as well as in the war-industry”?

To be sure, if one of these alliance
treaties such as that of France with
the Soviet Union should actually con-
tinue after the outbreak of war, the task
of the French proletariat would be some-
what different from that of the prole-
tariat of the countries fighting the So-
viet Union. The German workers, as-
suming Germany was one of the oppo-
sing countries, would strive to overthrow
its own bourgeoisie in order to end the
war against the Soviet Union. The

support of capitalist-imperialism in the

French proletariat would strive to over-

New Workers
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IN ADVANCE 85¢
AT DOOR 45¢
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School
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AUSPICES:
NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

throw the French bourgeoisie in order,
if successful, to continue the war against
Hitler Germany as a dependable ally of
the Soviet Union. But both proletariats

| ance and sharpening of the class war

Can it be that

coming such ardent defenders of the
Soviet Union because it provides a new

support of one’s

FIRST OVERTHROW KAISER!
In the last war one of the means of

ser if they wanted a “just peace.” After

’
If working class revo-

in the capitalist countries fighting
against Germany will have to oppose by

And if Germany does not make a revo-
lution, will you not oppose an imperial
ist peace?

“overthrow Hitler first” is the “over:
throw the Kaiser first” formula, brough
up to date.
identical.

upon the outbreak of war.
thesis:

prevent war by an international gen

Germany and would not meet any re
sponse. For that reason no such ap

would mean a help to fascism.”
Once more the old argument of “pro

more modern and pseudo-revolutionary
dress. Perhaps the authors of the thesis
think that the military dictatorship in
France would be less ruthless in’sup-
pressing the call to a general strike than

WORLD LABOR AT THE
CROSSROADS
is the subject on which
George F. Miles
Editor of the Workers Age
will speak at
AMBASSADOR HALL
3875 Third Ave., Bronx, N. Y.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Auspices: Bronx Section C.P.O.

can the workers of any country make

potssible? a non-capitalist, non-imperial-|gress share responsibility for the dan-
1St war:

the digtatf)rship }n Germany ? tinue to iffeur, if it does not hasten to
It is txppos‘mble to reproduce the |correct and clarify its stand—responsi-
whole thesis with all its deceptive trim-| bility for helping indirectly to inspire
Tings, all i};s “reyolutionary” disguises[ and giving direct aid and comfort to the
for its basic policy: support of “your|dangerous and anti-revolutionary views
ovyn” bourgeoisie in the event of a war| proposed in the thesis.

with Gerrr}any under the new excuses of| Are not the germs of these very er-
ovel:thrOW{ng Hitler and defending the|rors contained in the declarations on
Soviet Union by supporting “your own”| “mixed war” and on the Franco-Soviet
master class. One more specimen will| pact made by Thorez and others imme-
suffxce, and cannot be omitted since it|diately after the Stalin-Laval declara-
raises another side of the question. The|tion? Have not the Communist Parties
thesis declares: ) of France and Czechoslovakia made de-
) “In the dexpocratlc countries fight-| clarations based on the mechanical trans~
ing on the side of the Soviet Union|ference of the tactics of Soviet govern-
against Hitler Germany Socialism|mental diplomacy to the tactics of the
cannot refuse nor undermine national| class struggle in France and Czecho-
defense, Bu@ it must try to make use|slovakia? The Soviet government must
pf the war in order to transform it|and should diplomatize with the govern-
into a Jacqbin revolutionary defense|ment of “sated” imperialist France. But
of a w?’rkmg class and Socialist|the French working class cannot diplo-
country.” matize with the French bourgeois gov-
_ What meaning has the phrase “Jacob-|ernment. It can only wage relentless war
in revolutionary defense” if you are un-{upon it, redouble its efforts to over-

willing to sabotage “national defense”,|throw it, so that the Soviet government

that is imperialist offense? What is the| will no longer have to diplomatize with

meaning of “Jacobin”, what is the les- such treacherous, less than scrap-of-pa-
son of the Jacobin tactics in revolution-| per allies, and can conclude genuine
ary France if not this: you cannot con-|and unhweakable agreements for revolu-
duct a revolutionary war without first| tionary defense directly with the French
having a revolution? Is it not clear that| workers organized as the ruling class in

only by overthrowing the capitalist class|a Soviet France.
And does not the Seventh 'World Con-

And, if she does, how will

have not developed your fighting force
but have been supporting the war? The

peal can be made; for since it could
only be answered in the democratic
countries opposed to Germany, it

That only thus can they pre-| ger that this thesis may influence wide

- | vent their imperialist government from|masses, since the Seventh World Con-

t11917.
Or i

- | French workers with distorted echoes o

uniting with Hitler against the Soviet|gress issued vague and worse than vague
you oppose an imperialist peace if you|Union as Bismarck did with Thiers|formulations on “weak and small na-
against the Paris Commune, as the Al-| tions,”
lied Powers did against their own ally,| democracy
.| Soviet Russia, after the Revolution of|above all, does not the
Has history taught Bauer, Dan,|Congress
And its results would be|Zyromski and Adler nothing?
All the more so because the|theirs the blindness of those who will no
thesis opposes a general strike. in the|see?

capitalist countries fighting Germany,

on the defense of bourgeois
against fascism?  And
Seventh
bear the responsibility of
s|not having spoken clearly on the
t| French and Czechoslovak errors, of hav-
ing tried to correct some of them by

At any rate, whether conscious or un-| just dropping them without analysis,
Says the |conscious this surrounding of the sup-|thus leaving loopholes for their repeti-
port of your own bourgeoisie with the|tion?
“An appeal of the International to|halo of revolutionary phrases such as|and comfort to such theses as Adler,
“Jacobin” is objectively but an aid to Dan, Bauer, and Zyromski have spon-
eral strike would find no way into|the French ruling class to dupe the|sored,

This state of affairs gives aid

The Comintern must hasten to
f|clean house. It must correct its errors

-| French revolutionary traditions. And|openly in germ, else it cannot fight them

_|lutionary  actions in

whether consciously or unconsciously Ad-|adequately when they have developed,
ler, Bauer, Dan, Zyromski and Dunois|as they have in these theses, into their
are once more playing the classic role|full flower and fruit.
of centrism, that of cloaking anti-revo-|speaking, the Bauer-Dan-Zyromski thesis
revolutionary | is based upon those germs of error, has

For politically

German”, “helping the Kaiser”, in a phrases.

magnified them as if thru a great mi-
croscope, has enlarged and developed and
RESPONSIBILITY OF COM!NTERN fitted th,em into a system, and has done
We cannot close this analysis of the|one great service, shown all the dangers

Bal‘zer-Dan-Zyroms.ki' thesis without indi- |to the proletarian revolution inherent
cating the tequnmblhty which the Com-|in those germs of error if they are not
munist International incurs and will con- | promptly destroyed.
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Jewish Labor Turns Out Strong

For Anti-Nazi Conference

The second convention of the Jewish
Labor Committee. took place on Sunday,
October 27th in New York City. It was
representative of the organized Jewish
workers in the U. S. The New York
delegation constituted the overwhelming
majority of the convention. But there
were delegates from Chicago, Boston,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Newark, and
even from Lios Angeles. Amongst the or-
ganizations present were the ILGWU

_ national organization, its Joint Boards

and many of its locals, the Amalgamated
and its sub-divisions, the Millinery
Workers Union, the Furriers Interna-
tional Union, District Council No. 9 of
the Painters Union, various locals of the
Bakers Union, the United Hebrew
Trades, and the Workmens Circle and
247 of its ‘branches. Only one political
tendency was officially represented at
the convention—the New York state or-
ganization of the Socialist Party and the
Socialist Verband. The right wing of
the SP was also represented officially
thru the Forward Association. Absent
from the convention were the CP con-
trolled organizations—the International
Worker Order and the innumerable CP
controlled clubs. The Zionist controlled
organizations were likewise unrepresent-
ed.

By far the most heated discussion took
place on the shameful transfer agree-
ment between the tNazi government and
certain Zionist organizations. The Nazi
governnmient permits emigres to take
along with them only a small amount of
money. This transfer agreement, how-
ever, makes possible the export of Ger-
man goods which are sold in Palestine
and neighbouring countries, B. C.

Vladeck, in his report, charged that the
Zionist organizations involved received
a 12% rake-off. The cohvention reject-
'ed all corpromise resolution and accept-
ed one.condemning the transfer agree-
ment.

The receipt of a communication on the
United front from the C.P.-controlled
International Workers Order and the
ICOR was the occasion for a lively dis-
cussion on this question. The resolutions
committee recommended to table the
whole matter. It should be mentioned
that in the resolutions committee the
Socialist Verband proposed an outright
rejection of the united front. A number
of left wing delegates spoke in favor of
the united front. The convention, how-
ever, overwhelmingly carried the recom-
mendation of the resolutions committee.

A number of delegates questioned
Vladeck on the statement issued by the
American Jewish Committee, B’nai
Brith, and Jewish Labor <Committee
proving that a very small proportion of
the German Jews were Communists.
The statement can be taken as a snivel-
ing apology to Hitler by the Jewish
bankers who control the American Jewish
Committee. It is at the same time an im-
plied endorsement of Hitler’s persecu-
tion of the Communists. Vladeck took
full responsibility for the statement and
defending its content he added, “It is
expressly stated in the statement, that
Jews have a right to be communists but
that not all the communists are Jews as
Hitler would have us believe.”

A future issue of the Workers Age
will earry a more thoro analysis of the
convention.

Nov. Negro Voice Appears this Week

In August of this year the Harlem
Section of the Communist Opposition
began to publish THE NEGRO VOICE,
a mimeographed monthly magazine,
perfection itself technically and rich and
varied in content. During the three
months that have elapsed this youngster
has already made many friends for it-
self and its circulation has increased is-
sue by issue. The reason for this is not
hard to find when you examine the
printed cover-page and discover that the
November issue carries the following
articles:

THE NEW SLAVERY, by James
Sand; ACID TEST, by Bertram D. Wol-
fe; THE NEGRO AND THE TRADE
UNIONS, by George F. Miles; EIGHTE-
ENTH YEAR OF SOVIET RULE, by
Clarence Jenkins; SELF-DETERMINA-
TION, by Will Herberg; THE NEGRO
AND THE OLYMPICS, by Edward K.
Welsh.

This is not an extraordinary number.
Previous numbers have been equally
well covered as far as subject matter
and equally well represented as far as
authors are concerned.

You are missing something essential,
if you fail to secure the November num-

DON’T MISS

WHAT? Party, Dance & Musicale
WHEN? Saturday Nov. 16, 8 P. M.
WHERE? Rivera Hall, 51 W. 14 St.
WHO? Everybody, and welcome.

Keep the Date Open!

ber. It sells for ¢ a copy and can be
secured thru Workers Age.

(We have received a number of
requests for back copies but are unable
to meet these rebuests. We are com-
pletely sold out.)

All Set for
Big Bazaar

The response of our friends and sym-
pathisers to the Dance and Bazaar of the
New Workers School already indicates
that it will be one of the most interest-
ing and colorful affairs ever held by the
School.

Among the groups that have already
made arrangements to have booths at
the Bazaar are the Knitgoods Workers,
Dressmakers, Furriers, Shirtmakers,
Doll & Toy Workers and Art Workers.

All the articles to be sold are being
contributed by ‘the workers of the above
trades. If you need a new dress, a
sweater, a knitted dress, shirts, dolls,
toys, ski suits and pants, pictures,
shawls, fur collars cuffs, muffs etc., hold
off until November 30 and you will in-
cur a substantial saving.

The Bazaar will be held on November
30, at the Irving Plaza. Admission is
35c¢ in advance and 45c at the door. An
additional feature of the affair, beside
dancing, will be the appearance of the
Mandolin Orchestra of Local 22 of the
LL.G.W.U.

Individual Greetings to

WORKERS

AGE

Mildred Schwartz
Rose Agronowitz
Celia Silverman
Moishe Lefkowitz
Bella Suris

Frank Mactas

B. Senz

Doris Kenton
Eva Grand

Anna Gassner
W. Fight

M. Ruffer

H. Manfield
Morris Zimmerman
Morris Gross

M. Sheyfer
Sperber

Razen

‘Grobman
Madnin
Sadigursky
Tarensky

Freind

Schneider

S. Rich

A. Friend

D. Davidson
Rose Seiler
Irene Steinberg
I. Furman

Sam Hollan
Harry Weinstein
Harry Slavin
Same Lare

Louis Erlich

Jack Levine
Charlotte Newman
Nettie Feuer
Max Fishler

Paul Rutiglian
Charles Sirokusa
T. S.

Abe Altman
Hyman Kimmel
Harry Cohen
Benny Goldberg
Dave Topolsky
Max Lefor
Louis Silverman
Sylvia Gong
Pearl Steinberg
1. Milsten
Santiago Corrales
Rose Cheskin
Eldica Riley
Layle Sandeman
Harry Fixman
R. Pogron

L. Weinman
W. Grill
Jennie Summer
Lucy Frazetti

A Revolutionist
Ben Levine

A. Shajr

G. Book

D. Weinstein
M. Cherrin

M. ‘Goodman
P. Fuehrer

Roy M. Friedenberg
Morris Drutt

1. Kleinman

L. Davis
Florence Smith
Manny Tatz
Elkom

Lena Greenberg

Celia Lichtman
Eva Pasher
Rosita

R. Cohen

A Friend

H.F.

S. R.

E. S.

Eric Cadwalder
James Thorpe
Wm. Schaeffer
A. Zirlin
Robert Schlackman
Sam Eisenberg
S. Sigman

Sam Garber
Joe Mason
Minnie Millman
Kate Gartman
Nina Gordon
Kranz
Juchtman
Rosenberg

Sam Arkow
Max Cohen
Meyer Kapchuk
A. Nemeroff
D. M.

Kalman Heisler
A. Kreisler

J. Holtzman

S. Siegel

Joe Fishtein
Max Weizman
L. Geller

Max Kassman
B. Kaplan
Platnick

Ralph Hollenberg

Rose Perez Rose Bazlini Isidor Sherer
Lillian Elson Clara Weissglass Fanny Liechtman
Edna Lind Jean Le Gaulois Frieda Zwiebon
Harry Berg Louis Shapiro M. Pilchik

B. Koenigsberg I. Rickman B. Plotnick

I. Rosen D. Glatt Abraham Rosenberg
Rose Kaplan Bessie Newman H. Rosenberg
Millie Fede Abe Krukofsky H. Waldman
Josepha Accarda H. Horowitz Abe Drescher
Wm. Suskind Al Lerman Bella Gray

E. Rendlich Motrris Lipsky Morris Packer
I. Rubel Barman Frumkin

Sam Garber Stanbourg Mary Ambracia
A. Gomez Jack Grossfield Morris Jeniger
J. Sanchez Seymore Hertz Rose Brill
Tomasa Rodrigez Sidney Glick Abe Schneider
Juan Ramos Abe Weisberg Vazquez
Manuel Martinez Sam Miller Max Kohlenberg
P. Cruz Sam Siegel J. Goldstein
Adolph Hut Morris Bassin H. Siegel

Caroli Diweter I Bender A. Hirsch
Mary Phialen B. Becker Fannie Mezlin
Mary Custis Cutman Sol Wilfish
Dave Goldberg Anderman Sam Rubinstein

Philadelphia Sympathisers
Send Greetings to the

WORKERS AGE

Anmna Katz — Wm. Malen
J. Lesser — J. Goldman
G. Levin — F. Berkman

Clara Pevar

PHILA. UNIT C.P.O.

Sends greetings to
Sixth Birthday
of
WORKERS AGE

Comrades, let us redouble our

efforts to achieve

Sound Communist Unity

SUBSCRIBE TO  J|[reresnmermss

WORKERS AGE Will ﬂerberg
$2.00 for 12 MONTHS Educational Director of Local 22,

$1.25 for 6 MONTHS ILGW U, will speak on

WORKERS AGE

Box 68 Station “0” THE CONVENTION OF THE

New York, N. Y. A.F. of L.

Enclosed find $.............. for SUNDAY NOV. 10, 1935 - 8 P. M.
S months sub. LABOR EDUCATIONAL
Name ........ e, CENTER
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Our Proletarian Greetings to
WORKE

‘ On its Sixth

OUR SOCIALIST FATH

On its Eighteenth Birthday.

Central Committee

Lithuanian Workers Society

(Lithuanian Communist Opposition)

RS AGE
Anniversary

ERLAND—THE U.S.S.R.

HARLEM SECTION — COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

Greets the Eighteenth Anniversary of the SOVIET UNIO!N where

racial oppression is no longer known; and

Greets the Sixth Anniversary of the WORKERS AGE, fighter for

those principles and tactics: that will bring victory to our class here.

LIBERAL PRESS, Inc.

80 FOURTH AVE.,, NEW YORK CITY
(Printers of Workers Age)
GREETS WORKERS AGE

ON ITS SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

‘‘Every Customer a Friend’”’

TRADE UNION
NOTES

By GEORGE F. MILES

The New" York Times recently car-
ried a story of the widespread revolts
of the company unions in important in-
dustries, especially steel. This is a mat-
ter of far-reaching significance and
points, once again, to the correctness of
the attack made by the industrial union-
ists at the recent A. F. of L. conven-
tion.

How damning is the indictment
against the leadership of the A. F. of L.
when we note that one of the company
unions in the forefront of the revolt is
th{zt of the Jones & Laughlin mill at Ali-
quippa, Pa. That is the mill, referred
to by Murray of the Miners and How-
ard of the Typos, in which there existed
a union of 6,500 workers out of the work-
ing force of 8,000. This is the union
that was destroyed when the craft unions
began to raid it under the excuse of
jurisdiction over certain crafts, thus wip-
ing out legitimate unionism and leaving
the field to the company union.

That the workers have remained mili-
tant is proved by the recent develop-
ment. It shows also that many tens of
thousands in the company unions could
be swept into the trade unions were there
to be started a broad organizing drive
for establishing industrial unions in these
industries.

NATIONAL COMPANY UNIONS

A second important feature is the
tendency toward national company
gnions. This sounds like a paradox, for
it was the accepted rule that a company
union was limited to one mill or factory
only. It was a matter of past experi-
ence that the greatest pressure and in-
fluence could be exerted only when the
company organization was strictly con-
fined to the one plant where the fore-
men, straw-bosses, stool-pigeons, ete.
could exercise the full repressive influ-
ence. The minute an attempt is made,
to.federate any number of company
unions in the same industry, that minute
the employers are headed for trouble.
Yet, precisely that development has
taken place among the company unions
of the American Sheet and Tin Plate,
United States Steel, Republic Steel, and
other corporations.

HOW COME?

To this question we might of course
answer that the Corporation Executives
were not aware of the development, that
a good deal of the preparatory work was
done sub-rosa. However, we doubt that
that answer is satisfactory. Within the
company unions there is not very much
that occurs without the company becom-
ing aware of it. Besides, the officials
of the company unions are almost ex-
clusively company agents. We must con-
clude therefore that the attempt to fed-
erate these company unions—in some
cases conventions, of these were held—
had received the sanctions of the com-
pany executives.

But why this radical departure? I
believe this was made necessary because
of the present composition of the im-
portant company unions and of the wide-
spread sentiment for unionism among
the masses of the workers. In short the
company executives may have yielded to
the desire for an inter-plant union in
much the same manner as William Green
yielded to the pressure for an interna-
tional union in the auto and rubber in-
dustries.

It will be extremely interesting to see
how the employers will handle the prob-
lem thus created.

If there were today a trade union
movement alive and vigorous, led by
courageous trade unionists the system of
company unionism could be given a death
blow.

Chicago Teachers
Make Further Gains

The Chicago adult teachers local of
the American Federation of Teachers is
giving a fine demonstration of the way
in which a progressive union functions
during a period of crisis. Along with
the rest of the workers on work relief in
lllinois the teachers on the Emergency
Education Program were laid off on
October 3rd. They were promised pay in
a short time from the WPA.

From past experiences the Union had
learned to take such promises with sev-
eral graing of salt and speedily organ-
ized a campaign to bring pressure for
the immediate starting of the WPA adult
education project for Chicago. Members
of the Union and active non-members
were mobilized on committees to contact
all kinds of civie, educational, and la-
bor organizations to flood the office of
Harry Hopkins, Federal WPA Adminis-
trator, with telegrams, letters and reso-
lutions. The Citizens Schools Commit-

tee has come to the support of the cam- |
paign by circulating a petition for im- -

mediate continuance of the adult edu-
cation program in Chicago. This was
the committee which, as the “Save Our
Schools” Committee, was so successful
in saving the public schools from the
School Board’s “economy” program
when Chicago’s teachers were so long
unpaid.

As a result of this active campaign, in-

volving many adult teachers, the union’

is rapidly increasing its membership and
prestige.
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