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FRANCE THREATENS LEAGUE BOLT AS
HITLER DEMANDS ANTI-SOVIET BLOC

Tenant Farmers
Are in Danger
0f Massacres

Members of the Southein Ten-
ant Farmers Union, 1n an effort to
bring some measuie ot justice to
the workers on the cotton planta-
tions of Northeastern Arkansas,
are now taking a vote on a pro-
posal to call every one out on
strike thruout the entire awea

The mass eviction of union fami-
lies continues from many planta-
tions with no let up 1n sight Re-
lef from all governmental soutrces
1s effectively blocked State relief
adimmnistiators at Lattle Rock, Ar-
kansas, of the various agencies set
up to provide for people, flatly re-
fuse to carry out orders from
Washington  The full control of
the plantation interests extends to
the very doors of the capital
Planters and Peace Officers have
sent guarded thieats that they are
prepared to prevent the union re-
lief committee from distributing
food and clothing contributed by
sympathizers and supporters of
the sharecroppers cause

They 1efuse to deal with the
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Unton,
and threaten widespread mob vio-
lence Reports from rehable sour-
ces, union and non-union, indicate
that band. of outlaws aie bemng
formed to wipe out the union Con-
tinual thicats to stage another
“Elaine Massacre” (massacre of
Negroes, Elaine, Airkansas—1924)
are being made by the planters
This time they plan the mutdeir of
while as well as black union men

The demands of the union are
as follows Just and adequate set-
tlement at end oif season, legal
rates of interest on advances made
shaiecroppers and tenants, wages
of $1 00 per 10 hour day with 15¢
per hour overtime for all woik
done by day laborers, and a writ-
ten guarantee binding owners not
to iterefeie with union organiza-
tion or to discriminate against
union members.

PARAGUAY GOES
FASCIST

Paraguay has become the first
republic on the western hemisphere
to go fascist The government of
Colonel Rafael Franco, chaco war
hero, who took power by a military
coup on February 17, finally made
1t clear that 1t 1s taking the fascist
states of Europe as a model De-
claring the authority of the state
as supreme and as being one and
indivisible with the liberating rev-
olution of February, Colonel Fran-
co has ordered 1n true fascist style,
the dissolution of all political,
trade union and other organiza-
tions not sanctioned or organized
by the state

Neighboring states® have with-
held recognition so far, altho Col-
onel Franco 15 making a desperate
bid for support especially for rec-

“IT"S AN ILL WIND ....”

Japan and Germany utilize the Ethiopian situation for their own mmperialist aims

Painters Resist Split
Plangi[ Burocrats

The first 1ound in the battle
within the Brotherthood of Pamnt-
ers 15 over and the decision has
gone to Distriet Councils No 9 and
18 and against the officialdom of
the Brotherhood

In the case of the New York
Iisttict Couneil the Brotherhood
was cntaged at the election of the
militant  Weinstock to replace
Zausner who had woirked hand in
glove with the burocrats Under
the excuse of some constitutional
provision the officials took steps to
oust the Counecil officials This was
frustrated by a resort to the courts,
in which the Brotherhood officials
were enjoined from nhfting the
charter of the organization

Hearings in this case have been
postponed until next week

The case of the Brooklyn District
Council 1s even more glaring. In
the midst of a strike to enforce the
agreement which had never been
complied with while the 1acketeers
wele running the orgamization, a
numbe1r of strikes were called by
the District Council and a mhtant
fight was put up

In the midst of this struggle and
even while the State Department
of Conciliation had stepped 1n to
bring about a confercnce between
the employers and the union, the
General Executive Board sent 1n
third vice-president MacIntyre to
do a job on the Brooklyn Council

Refusing to inform the District

ognition by the United States In
his message of March 6 to Pres-
ident Roosevelt and other pres-
idents he pledges that “respect for
democratic principles (abroad, ap-
parently) will guide the new or-
ganmization of the state.,”

Council what his instructions were
MaclIntyre arranged for a confer-
ence with the employers over the
head of the Iistriet Council and
over the protest of Sam Freeman,
the newly clected progressive scc-
1ctary of the Council Having ar-
tanged this conference he appoint-
cd a commttee of two to go along
with him—Sam Freeman, the sec-
1ctary of the Council and Iloss,
the chairman of the Council They
had to comply

It was at this conference with
the employers that MacIntyle in-
sisted on an 1immediate settlement
and offered to delete from the pre-
v.ous agrecment every guarantec
for the union Fieeman and Ross
were especially indignant at his
striking out the 50% clause (509
of the union members on any job
must be hired directly thiu the
union). After making this pro-
posal he told Fieeman and Ross
that this was their 1nstruction
from the G E B. and they will c1-
ther take 1t or have their chaiter
hifted

Freeman told MacIntyre that the
Council will not be a party to such
a betrayal and that if MaclIntyre
signs the agicement for the Coun-
cil (as he threatened to do) he
might as well buy overalls for the
members of the GEB because
Brookiyn painters will not work
under such a contract.

At this writing, Maclntyre has
called off the conference for sign-
ing the agreement and the Painters
Unions, according to Freeman, are
piepared for every eventuality.
The locals and the membership are
lined up solidly behind Freeman
and Ross 1n their fight for condi-
tions for the Brooklyn Painters.

ARMY MENACES
AZANA GOV'T

The real rulers of Spain have
demonstrated that the Azana gov-
ernment, the bourgeois republic,
the Leftist coalition, 1s not only
not a bulwark against their reign
but an instrument to be used most
effectively for the time beng
agamst their enemies;, the sup-
porters of the government, the So-
cialist and Communist Parties.

The democratic republic 1s wit-
nessing the dictation of pohey
against the revolutionary move-
ment by the Army (staunch sup-
porters of Spanish fascism) to the
Azana government. The Minister
of War, General Diego Masquelet,
under instructions of the army in-
formed Premier Manuel Azana
that unless the peasants and work-
ers abandon the seizure of estates
and churches and attacks on the
faseist organizations, martial law
would be proclaimed i swift re-
taliation. Azana 1s repoited to
have delivered this ultimatium to
Largo Caballero, Socialist leader,
demanding 1mmediate compliance.

The masses had interpreted the
election victory of the “People’s
Front” as a signal for intensi-
fled extra-parliamentary action—
land confiscation and anti-church
activities.

An early smash-up of the Aza-
na government looms as the Com-
munist and Socialist parties de-
clare that their parliamentary ac-
tivity will not divert them from
their basic objective—“class strife
in the streets”. If they maintain
this policy resolutely, organmze
armed forces, convert parliament
mto a rostrum for proclaiming
the necessity of a proletarian diec-
tatorship, vietory will crown their
policy

A new crisis mm the affairs of
Europe, indeed the entire world,
was precipitated by Germany 1n 1ts
reply to the invitation of the
League of Nation’s Council for
Germany’s participation in the de-
liberations on 1ts remilitarization
of the Rhineland In his note to
Joseph A Avenol, Sectetary Gen-
eral of the League of Nations,
Foreign Mimster Constantin von
Neutath of Germany drew atten-
tion to a “fundamental considera-
tion” as the only basis upon which
Germany would accept the League
bid.

“The Getman Government’s ac-
tion, which has been the occaston
of the summoning of the Council
by the Belgian and French Gov-
ernments, does not consist merely
in restoration of German sover-
cignty, to the Rhineland zone, but
also 1s bound up with comprehen-
sive and concrete proposals for
new guarantees of European
peace.”

The strategy of German diplo-
macy 1n attempting to counter-
pose a discussion of an anti-Sov-
let bloc as against the proposed
consideration of its guilt 1in violat-
mg the Locarno Treaty, has
heightened the alarm 1n Fiance at
this new “rebuff to the Western
powers” French Foreign Mins-
ter Flandin nterpreted Germany’s
note as adding insult to injury—
“I came to London to have re-
corded a violation of the Locarno
Tieaty. I shall nol az ee to dis-
cuss anything else than that and,
1if necessary, I shall leave London
and even the Council.”

British Cabinet Crisis

The arrogant stand of Germany
1s wideming the 11ft in the British
Cabinet between the pro-French
and pro-German forces. It appears
that Mr. Anthony Eden attempt-
ed to placate Germany by having
the League extend an mvitation
to 1t to participate in the League’s
dehiberations. Seizing the advan-
tage Germany sets conditions for
1ts acceptance that would nullify
the fundamental purpose of the

(Continued on Page 6)

VICTORY ENDS
SERVIGE STRIKE

The Builaing Service Union has
just announced the conclusion of
an agreement with the employers
ending a two weehs stitke Im New
York. According to this statement
the employers agree to take back
all strikers This was onc of the
pomnt avound which negotiations
were broken off before In addition
wages and houtrs arc mmmediately
to be arbitiated and to be consid-
ered annually from now on

The umon claims the settlement
1s a great victory One demand,
howcever, which the union placed
very high on 1its hist does not ap-
pear in the scttlement at all 1s
1ecognition of the union. In addi-
tion the employers reserve the right
to refuse employment to those ar-
1ested during the strike These
must go to an arbitrator for final
decision,




2

WORKERS AGE

— —

I-(nitg;ods

Joint Gouncil

Backs Mo_t_)ll_(_%! for Pres.

The Jomnt Council Knitgoods
Woikers Union has gone on rec-
ord urging upon Tom Mooney to
accept the nomination for the pres-
1dency on a united labor ticket for
the elections 1n 1936. The proposal
was also approved by a large mem-
bership meeting.

The following letter was dis-
patched to Tom Mooney.

Brooklyn, March 13, 1936
Dear Brother Mooney:

The Joint Council Knitgoods
Workers Union, affiliated with the
Amelican Federation of Labor,
with a membership of 9,000 knit-
goods woikers, as one of the pro-
gressive forces in the trade union
movement, realizes the necessity
for creating a movement for the
independent political action of the
American working class. Tradi-
tionally, unlike the European work-
ers, the American working class
has been bound hand and foot to
the political parties of big capital,
the Republican and Democratic
parties. The subjection of Amer-
1can labor to the pohtics of capital
has resulted 1n the political de-
mands and interests of the work-
mg class being completely 1gnored
and the strength of the working
class being utilized by one party
or anotheY for the benefit of sec-
tions of the capitalist class

The ruling class, through 1its
political agents, the Republican
and Democratic parties, is taking
mcreasingly more stiingent meas-

ures against the rights of the
workers. The right to organize, to
strike, to picket, the rights of free
speech and assemblage are con-
stantly menaced

Today, American labor, more
quate social legislation, unemploy-
men{ insurance, old age pensions,
and sick benefits. Not only are all
proposals for this necessary legis-
lation fought bitterly by the capi-
talist politicians, but these reac-
tionary forces are even cutting
down on the already small, made-
quate relief measures now existing

Labor is expressing 1ts resent-
ment of these reactionary meas-
ures through its militancy in the
broad strike wave throughout the
country. But economic action must
be coupled with action on the po-
Litical field. We are facing a pres-
idential election 1n the latter part
of this year. Labor, disillusioned
with the policies of the Roosevelt
New Deal Democratic administra-
tion, having no faith in the bank-
rupt policies of the Republican
party and very skeptical of the
demagogy of the million dollar
Laberty Leaguers, is looking for a
way out. Unless the trade union
movement 1s able to offer Amer-
1can labor a party of their own,
the sincere desire of the workers
for a change will be dissipated 1nto
a pro-capitalist third party move-

ment or even possibly into the sup-
port of some potential fascist

WHO IS BOILING STONESIN BUTTER?

By JAY LOVESTONE
Aboard a tramn going west I ran mto a “friend,” a very old

fuiend.

“bustness.”

In a jiffy we exchanged greetings and soon got down to

“Say, T have been watching the Communists work and what 1s

more I have been reading the Wor

kers Age. It’s a pretty good paper,

but you Communists will never get anvwhere in the United States

This country 1sn’t Russia.

Why, despite all your tears and pleas

and heart-rending appeals you haven’t been able to raise even a paltry

few thousand dollars in nearly two
months. You are wasting a lot of
sauce, trying to boil stones in but-
ter.”

This was the “success” talk got-
ten off to me by a boy who has
“made good”—according to all ca-
pitalist standards.

Well, needless to say, before
much time elapsed, I gave him a
little to think about and a hg
headache to carry home with him.

Are we boiling stones in butter?
Are we wasting a lot of good
sauce? Not in the least. We would
be the last ones in the world to
deny the difficulties in the way of
building a sound mass communist
movement in the Wall Street Em-
pire. Far be 1t from us to hide
the fact that we are having a ra-
ither tough time raising a few
thousand dollars, raising a sum
that 1s only pin money for the
“successful,” for the bourgeoisie.
So what?

We know difficulties, but we
know how to overcome them. We
know hardships, but we know how
to beat them. We were not born
or raised on Easy Street. Look
at our comrades mm Germany—
fearless fighters against the black-
est monstrosity that ever scourged
humanity. Look at our movement
in the U. 8., beginning as half a
handful and growing mnto a rec-
ognized positive constructive force
in the American labor movement.

with ourselves or our work. That’s
why we have been trying our darn-
dest to do better and better, to
find the ways and means with
which to carry on our fight here,
there and everywhere else more ef-
fectively and more wvigorously.
That’s what we are aiming at in
our FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR
DRIVE. To date our aim hasn’t
been exactly perfect, to say the
least. Now and then we have hit
the bull’s eye. Now and then we
have made a score. Frankly, we
must improve our marksmanship
Honestly, we must hurry up our
efforts and bring to an end the
money drive. We 1nsist on this so
that we may begin some very im-
portant new work and continue
and improve some equaly signifi-
cant old jobs.

And who is the “we”? It’s you;
1t’s all of us. In this drive every
penny counts. Can we stir you to
give the fund a 1ift? Need we tell
you that we do not feel ourselves
especially happy in (week after
week, column after column, appeal
after appeal, plea after plea) ex-
pressing our troubles in type? If
vou are faint-hearted or skeptical,
1t only means that we will have to
pound away harder and harder un-
til we smash your lethargy to
smithereens and turn you into real
fighters, into real helpers in our
common cause against our common

Look at our Workers Age, start-
ing on a scratch, appearing irregu-
larly, and then blossoming out in
an eight-page regular weekly scor-
ing scoop after scoop on multi-
millionaire dailies with many hun-
dreds of reporters and correspon-
dents thruout the world.

This is no empty-boasting. We

enemy. Your silence to-date (if
you have so far kept your hands
glued 1n your pockets) can’t dis-
courage us. It only incurs the
spending of energy that should be
invested in other efforts. What this
means you know. . ..

Yes, we are not the ones who
are boiling stones in butter. We

are far, very far, from satisfied

are not the ones who are wasting

than ever before, is 1n need of ade- | &

LOUIS ADDISON BAUM

movement This makes 1t 1ncreas-
ingly important for the progres-
sives 1n the labor movement to
take some definite action for the
establishment of a party for and
by the working class—a Labor
Party. This party, as we visualize
1t, must be based primarily upon
the trade unions, admitting all
working class organizations on a
federated basis. Unfortunately,
the present condition n the labor
movement, politically divided, can-
not provide the necessary stimulus
around which all sections of the
labor movement could gather for
the formation of a broad, all-inclu-
sive, working class party

What 1s necessary 1s a person
symbolic of the American labor
movement, revered and respected
by the entire labor movement, to
take the imtiative to launch a cam-
paign that will lay the basis for
mdependent working class political
action. It is our opinion that you,
Tom Mooney, are this person In
you 1s symbolized the struggle of
the American workers for econ-
omic and political freedom. You
stand as a living symbol of the
frame-up politics of the capitalist
parties. In the eyes of the Amer-
ican workers you belong to the la-
bor movement 1n 1its entirety, not
to any section or fiaction of the
movement That i1s why our Union
has gone on record endorsing a
“Tom Mooney For President” cam-
paign. We feel that such a cam-
paign would release the pent-up
desires of the American workers
for independent political action and
would serve as the necessary stim-
ulus for the formation of a nation-
wide party of labor. We call upon
you to accept the nomination of
our Union and other unions for the
presidential candidate of labor in
the 1936 elections. Should you ac-
cept, your candidacy would be a
clarion call to labor. Every work-
er, both organized and unorgan-

sauce. It’s those who put their
faith 1n the present decaying so-
cial system who are guilty of such
futile efforts. Worse than that,
1t’s those who know better but do
nothing about 1t except compla-
cently or skeptically watching
others try hard in our worthy
cause who are really working and
living in vain. . . . We hope we
have thrown out some shoes to fit
—and pinch—some who know bet-
ter and should, therefore, do bet-
ter.

However, we are scolding no one
We are just talking cold turkey.
We just refuse to mince words.
Here it 1s in a nutshell. So far we
have raised nearly seventy percent
of our set sum. We have but thir-
ty percent to attain.

The Chinese were not wrong
when they said : “A task well-
started, if not carried on in the
same good spirit, is likely to end
sadly.” Why not wind up the drive
with a bang? Why not contribute
today so that we can spell the end
of the drive SUCCESSFULLY?
You have done 1t before? You can
do it now. DO IT RIGHT NOW.
PITCH IN.

DO YOUR LEVEL BEST. WE

1zed, 1n every corner of the land,
acquainted with your herolc strug-
gle against the vicious frame-up
perpetrated against you, will rally
to your support.

Let us once again earnestly and
urgently 1equest that you accept
labor’s nomination for President of
the United States.

Fraternally yours,
Jomnt Council Knitgoods Workers
Union
LOUIS NELSON, Mgr
MORRIS LIPSKY, Pres

LOUIS A. BAUM
LABOR VETERAN
DIES SUDDENLY

Louis A. Baum, active member
of the Communist Party (Opposi-
tion) and the Workers Alhance of
America, died in New York on
March 4 at the age of 67 Comrade
Baum 1s survived by his wife Eva
Baum and his son Burnett LeRoy-
Baum both of whom are members
of the CPO.

The activities of Comrade Baum,
beginning more than 50 years ago,
were a surprise to most of us who
worked closely with him. His
modesty kept him from talking
about his rich and active past on
both the political and literary field.
In the early 90’s he was a well
known author and poet using the
name of Louis A. Schwartz, ad
was also the founder of many
literary and dramatic organizations
which flourished in those days. He
worked, 1n those days with such
authors as Montague Glass, song

writers and publishers, as Leo
Feist and actresses, as Evelyn
Whate,

On the political field he became
active quite early. Becoming first
mterested in the utopias of Edward
Bellamy he soon passed over mto
activity in the movement itself. As
early as 1885 Luella and Albert
Parsons (the Ilatter one of the
Haymarket martyrs) won the in-
terest of the youthful Baum and he
became a follower of Johan Most
With the anarchist movement
waning after the Haymarket tra-
gedy, Baum joined the Socialist
Labor Party and remained a mem-
ber until 1906 when he went over
to the youthful Socialist Party

He remammed a member of the
SP. for 13 years and was the
Bronx Executive Secretary for a
good many years During that time
he became one of the best known
speakers and lecturers in New
York When the left wing develop-
ed m the Socialist Party after the
Russian Revolution, Baum was in
1t, working and building what was
later to become the Communist
Party. To the foundation conven-
tion of the Communist Party in
1919 he came as a delegate from
the Bronx One of the mementos
which he cherished highly 1s a
picture, taken during the course of
the convention, showing him seated
with his son Burnett on his knee,
among the comrades whom he
esteemed — Jay Lovestone, Rose
Pastor Stokes and many other
delegates from New York.

Until 1933 he remamed a mem-
ber of the Communist Party. He
was then expelled for expressing
some disagreements with the line
of the Party and went over
with a whole group of comrades,
to the Communist Farty (Opposi-
tion), where he remained until his
death.

Until January of this year Com-
rade Baum was an X-ray technic-
1an at Metropolitan Hospital and
an active orgamizer and leading
figure 1n the P.W.A, Workers As-
sociation. At the time of his death
he was secretary of Local No 5 of
the Workers Alliance of America.

The Communist Party (Opposi-
tion) expressed its deep grief at

WILL DO THE REST.

On the
LABOR FRONT

Laundry Wages Plunge

Prior to the Minimum Wage de-
cision of the Court of Appeals
laundry wages hovered, on the av-
erage, 1n the vieimty of $10 to $13
per week per employee. Since the
decision a 60-hour work week has
been prevalent with a mmimum
wage of $4 and a2 maximum of $7
per week.

Where Does Green Stand?

Protests by orgamized WPA
workers agaimnst WPA dismissals,
and Victor Ridder’s attacks upon
all organizations of relief and WPA
workers, were seized upon by the
adminmistrator to further his anti-
red campaign directed against la-
bor organization. Calling for all
anti-labor forces to 1nitiate a coun-
ter-attack a meeting was held in
Yoirkville—home of the American
fascists Willlam Green endorsed
the meeting as did the American
Legion.

More Farm Tenants

Census figures mdicate about
43% of the farms n 38 states are
now operated by tenants, compared
with 2569 in 1890. In Iowa alone
the number of tenants increased
morz than 8% from 1930 to 1935.
Nearly 50% of Jowa’s 222,000
farms are now tenant operated.
The figures for Iowa also showed
heavier concentration on land less
suitable for tenancy

WPA Auds Sweatshops

It 1s surprising to note the ex-
treme ease with which the New
Dealers can find funds to finance
the sweatshops while throwing
millions back on “private charity”
as the FERA and WPA 1s throt-
tled Aside from the donations via
the “vocational education” money-
bag to southern sweatshops, a new
sweatshop angel, the WPA, has
been discovered showering gold.
Wiites Paul Ward in The Nation:
WPA has been ‘“financing erection
in the state of Mississipp1 of a se-
ries of textile and garment fac-
tories disguised as ‘vocational-
training schools’ but designed by
the local communities for private
occupancy and use. The buildings
represent an investment of WPA
funds rangmng from $22,000 to
$45,000 per plant. There are at
least four, probably six, and pos-
sibly more of these projects The
local communities have been con-
tributing only a few thousand dol-
lars to their cost and meanwhile
entering into contracts with union-
labor-dodging mills in the Neorth
to operate the ‘schools’ as produc-
tive enterprises rent free. In one
town, Philadelphia, arrangements
have been made to sell the ‘school,’
a $65,000 property, to a knitting
concern for $20,000.”

More Unemployment Ahead

1,150,000 workers are now em-
ployed on the railroads. If the
rallroads go through with their
plan to install new equipment, co-
ordmate all their facilities, ete.,
200,000 men will be added to the
army of permanently unemployed.
21 railway unions are fighting for
either an adequate dismissal wage
or pension Roads have agreed to
the former demand in principle.

Recent developments in the ma-
chine tool industry and textile in-
dustry foreshadow a ternfically
augmented army of permanently
unemployed in the near future.
Further rationalization resulting
mm more unemployment, and a rap-
id trend toward younger work
forces, these are two of the most
vital characteristics of industry
today

Have You Contributed
To $5,000 Drive?

ing class fighter, a veteran of 51
years standing in the revolutionary

having lost an able and loyal work-

movement.
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WHAT’S WHAT ABOUT THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

By EDWARD K. WELSH

The National Negro Congress,
recently held in Chicago, can now
pe estimated on the basis of its
work altho 1t must be stated at the
outset that certain objections rais-
ed before the Congress by the So-
cialist Party and the Communist
Party (Opposition), and resented
bitterly by the Daily Worker, prov-
ed themselves only too true.

Who Is Who?

The credentials committee re-
ported 763 registered delegates re-
presenting a total of 551 organ-
1zations. The ciwvic groups and
societies had by far the largest re-
presentation, numbering three
times as many as the tiade unions,
according to a report by James Al-
len published in the Dailly Worker
of Feb. 23. Others included church
and religious organizations, fra-
ternal societies, trade umions, a
farm orgamzation, youth and
women’s organizations, newspapers,
educational and professional
groups, political groups and par-
ties. Of the latter, Allen explains
in the “Daily Worker”: “Official
delegates were designated by the
Governor of Pennsylvama, Govern-
or Olson of Minnesota, and the
Mayor of St. Louis.” (We wonder
how the Negroes who are jm-
crowed and those who have tasted
of police brutality in St. Louis
feel about this!)

Allen gives us further insight on
the real character of the congress
when he states: “The delegation
from Westchester, N. Y., (of all
places'—EKW) was perhaps the
most representative of all . . .
they (the Negro commumty) sent
25 delegates, representing practic-
ally every institution and organiza-
tion FROM THE LOCAL TENNIS
CLUB TO THE BIGGEST
CHURCH” (emphasis mme-EKW).
Since when do communists look
upon tennis clubs and big churches
as bemng of such important his-
torical signmificance in the struggle
for social and economic advance-
ment as to hold them up as ex-
amples of the sort of representa-
tion that is most desirable at a
congress that sets before 1itself the
task of formulating a program for
the Negro masses? The church 1s
essentially a reactionary institu-
tion—and usually the bigger the
church the more reactionary it be-
cemes. It can be of some signi-
ficance only to the degree that it
is ready to support a genuine
working class program.

The disgraceful manner in which
the congress was fashioned, 1its
composition and 1ts estrangement
from the organized labor move-
ment led to the creation of all
sorts of rumors, doubts and sus-
picions concerning the ends to be
accomplished. Accusations were
hurled agamst it as being merely
inother communist conclave. A

slace on the program for the open-

ng session had been reserved for
.he presentation of Mayor Kelly of
Chicago, by Robert S. Abbott,
editor of the Chicago Defender. In-
asmuch as the Mayor was sunning
himself in Florida, he had sent
Judge Barker of the Circuit Court
in his place. Just as he was about
to speak, the Judge left, stating
that his “sister became suddenly
il,” and Abbott was “suddenly
called away” The red scare had
been raised. In his opening re-
marks Charles W. Burton, lawyer,
civic worker, chairman of the
Chicago sponsoring committee and
of the congress, took pains to re-
mind the assembled delegates that
they were the “guests of the city
and state” and declared a ban on
the sale and distribution of ‘“ob-
jectionable” literature on the floor
of the congress.

No Party Control

publican and Democratic parties
also had their agents operating
both inside the sponsoring commit-
tees as well as 1n the hall of the
congress. The presence of certam
well known ward-heelers from
those parties helped to lend cre-
dence to these fears,
The tension thereby created and
the feeling of uncertainty which
seemed to enshroud the congress
at 1its very first session, made it
necessary for John P. Dawis, Na-
tional Secretary of the congress, to
attempt to put everyone at ease by
officially announcing that the con-
gress was not controlled by any
political party.
The congress opened with speech-
es by Lij Tasfaye Zaphiro, Ethiop-
1an diplomat, John P. Davis, J. W.
Ford of the Communist Party, and
others. A. Phillip Randolph of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters and Chairman of the na-
tional sponsormmg commttee did
not attend the congress but sent a
message which was read by the
chairman of the session. Discus-
smg the plight of the Negro masses
and pointing out that “practically
99 per cent of these people win
thewr bread by selling their labor
power in the labor market from
day to day.” Randolph outlined the
1ssues that must be dealt with by
the congress, making a wvigorous
appeal for industrial unionmism and
urged the support of a “Farmer-
Labor political organization ”
After the main reports had been
given, the congress finally got down
to work and divided itself into sub-
sessions where the problems of the
various groups were discussed.

What Happened
To Labor Party?

All reports coming from the con-
gress seemed to indicate strong
sentiment for the labor party. The
question arose 1n practically every
sub-session. Randolph had propos-
ed 1t in his message. Ford in his
report dwelt at length on the ques-
tion of the labor party and ended
by urging the congress to take a
position on 1t. Finally a resolution
calling for the endorsement of a
labor party was passed without
dissent 1 the trade union section.
But then something happened and
the resolution never saw the light
of day. The petty bourgeois poli-
tictans of various stripes im-
mediately got busy and succeeded
i having the labor party resolu-
tion killed in the general resolu-
tions committee. It never came to
the floor of the congress for action.
No mention of it was made in the
report of the resolutions commit-
tee and no minority report was
given. The whole matter was drop-
ped. Not satisfied with this victory,
and as a safeguard for the future
the following resolution was pre-
sented and unanimously approved.
“This congress is not AND NEVER
WILL BE dominated by any pol-
tical faction or party.” This spelled
death to the labor party resolution
and also signified an attempt to
forestall any favorable action for
a labor party by a future congress
Where were the trade unions
during all of this? Where were the
Communist Party members who
might have given leadership at
this pomnt? What happened to
those who applauded Randolph’s
proposal for a labor party, and
Ford’s The Daily Worker at-
tempts to explain it away by say-
mg that because ‘“unanimous en-
dorsement probably could not be
obtained and that certain elements
would withdraw and others hesitate
to adhere to the congress in the
future, the trade union section
withdrew its resolution.” Who were
these “certain elements” that
threatened to withdraw? They
were not the workers—for the
workers, you report, passed the

Likewise others felt that the Re-

there was hesitancy and doubt on
this question in the ranks of the
workers present, it would have
been correct to postpone action on
the matter and to patiently explain
and educate the workers until they
are won for the labor party posi-
tion. But this was not the case—
the workers were for 1it! It 1s ob-
vious, then, that the “certain ele-
ments” were not of the working
class. Why was this not reported
to the congress? If for no other
reason than for the sake of clarity
the 1ssue should have been brought
to the floor of the congress and
discussed But there was no leader-
ship It had completely capitulated
before the self-seeking politicians
among the petty bourgeoisie.

Church and Business
Dominate

Allen lets us in on something
else; “over in a nook of the floor
in the back of the trade unionists,
a handful of business men dis-
cussed their specific problems.”
What these problems were or what
these gentlemen decided Allen
didn’t dare mention. He also with-
holds information concerning the
Church groups. He does tell us
that *“church and religious organ-
izations . . . sent over 75 delegates,
practically all mimisters But it is
worthy to mnote that although
ministers participated actively in
the proceedings of the congress,
this was one national gathering
which the rehigious bodies as such
did not dominate. Each general
session started with an invocation
and closed with a blessing.” But,
Comrade Allen, domination 1s not

always measured by numbers. It
1s oftimes determimed by what a
particular group 1s able to achieve.
Now let’s see now far the business
men and ministers were able to in-
fluence the decisions of the con-
gress.

The Business Resolution

After coming out of their huddle
the Negro business men presented
the following resolution.

“The delegates to the National
Negro Congress in convention as-
sembled realize the present deplor-
able condition of the twelve million
Negro citizens of America and as
a result of a thorough study and
minute scientific, fact-finding study
imto the general economic and
business conditions in which the
Negro citizens of color have been
forced, and whereas,

“The development of sound and
thriving Negro business IS MOST
INDISPENSIBLE TO THE GEN-
ERAL ELEVATION OF THE
NEGRO’S SOCIAL AND ECON-
OMIC SECURITY, (be it there-
fore)

“Resolved: That all Negroes con-
sider it THEIR INESCAPABLE
DUTY TO SUPPORT NEGRO
BUSINESS by their patronage
and

“That Negro leaders should con-
sider it their special duty to set
the example of patromzing Negro
business themselves, and

“That the business and civic
leaders of all Negro communities
inaugurate a systematic program
of education among the Negro
population to the necessity of sup-

porting Negro business enter-

prises. . . . .”

“Just “a handful of business
men” 1n equal proportion to their
importance 1n Negro social life,
were able to foist upon the con-
giess a 1esolution expressing their
own selfish class interests agamst
the mterests of mullions of black
toillers whom they too help to ex-
ploit. They wound up their resolu-
tion by tipping their hats to “con-
sumers and producers co-opera-
tives,” and concluded with a mean-
ingless gesture regarding Negro
employers hiring only union labor.
MEMBERS OF THE COMMUN-
IST PARTY VOTED FOR THIS
RESOLUTION and it was adopted
by the congress!

“Have Faith
In the Lord!”

Let’s see what the ministers
have cooked up, for the problem of
the Negro church 1s a very press-
ing one in view of the trend of
thousands of Negro workers away
from the church in search of a
more mihtant leadership and for
organization along economic hnes
The Holy Fathers presented the
congress with the following resolu-
tion:

“We recommend that under
Divine Leadership and through the
various activities of the church,
the Negro has received his greatest
inspiration in his marvelous pro-
gress and advancements. We still
feel that the Negro church is the
most potent agency to be used in
the further progress and advance-
ment of our people. We, therefore,
recommend that the Negro shall

(Continued on Page 6)

The followwmg letter by Sidney
Jonas, CP.O. field organizer now
located wm Dctrowt was sent to the
Daily Worker but was not printed

Clarence Hathaway,

Editor of The Daily Worker,

Member of Polburo of The Com-
munist Party.

Dear Comrade Hathaway:

In the Sunday Worker of Febru-
ary 16th there is a big headline,
“City of St. Louis Sends Official
Delegate to The National Negro
Congress,” the story reading, “Chi-
cago, Il., Feb. 15—Further evt-
dence of the great national scope
of the great Natiwonal Negro Con-
gress which opened s three-day
sessions here yesterday at the
Eighth Regiment Armory here ar-
rived with the formal amnounce-
ment THAT THE CITY AND
THE MAYOR OF ST. LOUIS
WILL BE OFFICIALLY REPRE-
SENTED AT THE CONGRESS
AND ITS PROCEEDINGS.

Mayor Bernard F. Wickman has
authorized the Assistant city coun-
sel of St. Louis, Attorney David
M. Grant, to represent him and the
city government, Mr. John P. Da-
vis, secretary of the Negro Con-
gress sponsoring committee an-
nounced today. There are 100,000
Negroes in St. Louis.”

From an article in the Daily

Worker by James Ford I have
learned that the National Negro
Congress was supposed to be a
united front of all elements who
are fighting in the interest of the
oppressed Negro masses. So I
wonder what Mayor Dickman has
to do with this kind of a movement
because I know that since Mayor
Dickman’s administration has ta-
ken office, no change has been made
i  the general diserimination
against Negro people of St. Louis,
especially when it comes to relief.
Those who do receive relief get
much less than the white workers.
If they dare to protest, it 1s Mayor
Dickman and the City Council of

resolution “without dissent.” If

St. Louis who claim that the Com-

THE DAILY WORKER DID NOT PRINT THIS LETTER

munists organize race riots and
that’s why they break up demon-
strations and arrest pickets near
the relief offices who are demand-
ing equal relief for the Negroes.
Is this the way your partner in
the Negro Congress, Mayor Dick-
man, 1s fighting for 100,000 Ne-
groes 1n the city of St. Louis?

I remember that not so long ago
in the Daily Worker there was a
report of an unemployed demon-
stration which took place in the
city of St Lowis to demand the
continuation of the relief. From
this demonstration there was a
delegation sent to Mayor Dickman.
On the steps of his City Hall an
order came from inside to smash
the demonstration and it was car-
ried out. The police who were very
vicious with everybody especially
picked on the Negro workers,
smashing heads, arresting them,
and throwing them into jail.

The Negro Congress is supposed
to fight for the right of the work-
ers to organize in trade unions
If you, Comrade Hathaway, would
read your own Daily Worker, you
would know that Mayor Dickman
and his City Council are working
together and giving protection to
the A. A. Ahner Industrial Detec-
tive Agency which is one of the
worst scab agencies in the United
States. In their efforts to smash
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union local that conduct-
ed a strike for many months in the
Forest City Dress Manufacturing
Co., hundreds of arrests were made
by Mayor Dickman’s police. And
do you know the “fine role” Dick-
man played during the Gas House
Workers strike? Just read your
own Daily. How about the present
strike of the workers in the Kro-
ger Warehouse? Do you know
about the terror your friend, Ma-
yor Dickman, has been conducting
against these strikers for having
the audacity to insist that they
have the right to a union?

Negro Congress, mmvite and unite
with the Democratic administra-
tion of St. Louis and Chicago who
are using their endorsement of the
National Negro Congress during
the year of the electicrs to get the
Negro vote? Don’t you as a poli-
tical leader of labor, as a member
of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party and your Dis-
trict Organizer in St. Louis know
that the formerly domimant party
m St. Louis, the Republican Party,
1s now discredited among the Ne-
grves and that, m the last few
years, the Democratic Party, which
has got control of the city admin-
1stration with the help of the Ne-
gro vote, is now faced with an in-
ner fight and demoralization to a
certamn extent in their own ranks?
So with a correct policy on the
part of labor there would have
beeen a possibility of withdrawing
the Negroes’ support from the
present administration and getting
them to support a genuine Labor
Party. Mayor Dickman and his
City Council know that and this is
the reason why he gave his en-
dorsement to the Negro Congress.
But you, Browder, and Ford must
not be the ones to play into his
hands.

This Negro Congress will serve
as a lesson to the organized labor
movement that, when Browder and
you are talking about the Peoples’
Front, you really mean uniting
revolutionary-minded workers with
bourgeois pohticians of the old
parties to try out certain schemes
to win away some of their follow-
ers, but the only result of this
scheming 1s that you stop a genu-
e fight against the bourgeois pol-
iticians and strengthen their hold
on the masses by their claim that
they are working with all people
and that they are not only leaders
of the capitalist class but also of
the workers.

I hope you will find a place to
print this in your paper and also
reply to it.

Comradely yours,

You say that you are for a La-
bor Party. Why do you, in this

SIDNEY JONAS
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Crocodile Tears and Clenched Fists

WO 1ecent cvents mn our ever-more tumultuous political arena 1l-

lustiate 1ts surface topsy-tuiviness There comes to our mind
the sound and tuwry with which the biggest interests are raving over
the Senate Lobby Investigating Comnuttee “seizing” some of their
Icuminating telegiams and the rage generated by these same inter-
esls against the Van Nuys Bill pas-cd by the Senate The latter aims
at preventing the biggest powerful employers from coercing, too
crudely, then wage-slaves 1 elcetion campaigns

Gleat_ days' The aich-reactionaries seem to have gone cukoo,
the supetficial observer nught say on the basis of the jerenmmads of the
Wall Street editors. It 1s precisely these giant capitalist interests which
have been using the govermment apparatus as a vicious strike-brcaking
agency, as an mstiument with which to crush every effort made by the
great majority ot the couniry to mprove thewr conditions, who aie
now taiking about frcedom, about liberty, about justice  The only
fieedom and libeity they know 1s the freedom to gyp, the freedom to
corrupt, the Iiberly to impose unbearable woiking and living conditions
on the millions of American wothors and farmers

But what’s all the excitement aboul? Why are the apologists for
America’s “Black Hundreds” so ruffled at some of thewr telegrams
being taken away or glanced at by some hick senators? It is obvious
that these people who have so suddenly become enamouted with “fiee-
dom” and “justice” aie playing ventiilloquist  They are trying to
whistle with the gieat massy ot the countty while simnging with the
vested 1obber mterests It’s the “great game” of capitalist polities
played 1n 1ts most hypocritical fashion 2 are on the eve ot a pres-
idential election. Thetre 1s a sharp divi-lon of opmon 1 the ranks of
the decisive laye1~ of the tuling class as to how best to buttiess the
fitmmess and sccutity ot the ptesent system of capitalist exploitation
and 1ts fraudulent democracy. The anti-Roosevelt forces of the em-
ploymg class, those who can sec no need of “modet nizing” then meth-
ods of class rule, aic bemg haid-piessed by the White House and 1ts
agencies

To prepare the clection, to advance the polictes for which the
Roosevell forces stand, some steps have been proposed and taken to
mfhict moral and political and, mn a very, very small ‘measure in some
cases, even financial losses on these clements most bitterly opposed to
the F.D R. progiam The Democratic Party, as dominated by Roosevelt,
realizes that, to be victorious, 1t must at least weaken the terror1zing
gup of the powerful industiial magnates on then voting wotkers,
particulaily m the smaller industiial towns where, for decades, the
working masses have been subjected to a savage industrial feudalism,
as 1t were  The Roosevell forces aie not concerned with the r1ights ot
the woikers, they are concerned with undermining the voting strength
of their opponents In the South there 1s just as much terrorism as in
the industiial Llast In some respects, ospeclally mn so far as the
Negioes are conceined, the South 1s even worse than the mining and
steel towns of Pennsylvania and West Vigima  But Roosevelt and
his machine don’t give a contnental about the liberties and voting
rights of the Southein woikeis, tenant farmers and share croppers
becausc there the Democratic Paily’s electorial hold 1+ solid, 1s almost
unquestionable.

It 1s as clear as bioadest daylight that Roosevelt and his aides, at
the moment appearing as fighters Lor the 11ghts of the woikeis in the
mdustrial towns, are as little conceined with the welfare of the masses
as are the Republican unconcealed 1eactionailes who ale against the
Van Nuys Bill, who brand the bill as a challenge to the nght of big
employers to appeal to and convine> then employees m election cam-
paigns  Likewise, the Republican editors who shed so many crocodile
tears over the violation ot constitutional 11ghts, in the senate’s nosing
ovel some telegrams sent out by certain mterests seeking to put over
legislation favoiable to them, are no mote for the rights of the laboring
masses than aie the Democtatic senate mquisitors  Neither deserves
the tiust o1 support of the woirkers.

This entire tiagi-comedy has, howevel, a very important lesson
for labor. Both acts 1n the tragic farce, 1n the hypociitical maneuver-
ng, 1eveal the basic hostility of the Republican and Democratic Parties
Lo the cause of lubo1, to the fundamental interests of the wolrking peo-
ple and poorer farmers, Both partites, now and then, seek to pose as
champions of “sacied human 11ghls” or as swoin enemies of 1eaction
when 1t 15 m the nterest of thenr machines to do so Both parties
make pawns out of the great muss of people who have to woirk for a
living and who ate at the mercy of those who own the means of exist-
ence and livelihood in the land.

These two mcidents aie significantly 1evealing. They indicate the
burning need of the masses for a political party of their own, free
from and opposed to the domination of the boss class. It is high
time thal labor should clench 1ts fist and prepaie to strike telling
blows at the pohticians and political parties of the employing class
The first and most uigent step m this direclion is the building of a
powerful movement for a labor party: a party 1ooted in and based
on the mass economic organizations of the working class, the trade
unions.

No better time could be found for preparing for the foundation
of such a party of labor than a tense election campaign of the kind
in which we now find ourselves.

WHAT NEXT IN EUROPE?
LECTURE BY

LUDWIG LORE

Foreign Commentator “New York Post”
Sunday, March 22, 1936 at 8:30 P. M.
Irving Plaza, 15th St. & Irving Place
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By POLITICUS

As the days go by and sober
second thoughts replace first im-
pressions, the Supreme Court deci-
sion on the TVA becomes “curious-
er and curiouser,” as Alice would
say. When 1t was first announced,
there were 1nnocent souls aplenty,
and some not so innocent, who
cried out in great glee ‘“Ah, the
Supreme Court has vindicated it-
self! In the face of the TVA deci-
sion, who can now attribute a reac-
tionary social bias, or an unworthy
political motive to the Supreme
Court? Who can now urge that its
power of judicial review be res-
tricted or abolished? Hasn't it just
validated what Norman Thomas
himself regards as ‘the one out-
standing act of the administration
that socialists applaud,’ and that
not by a bare majority but almost
unanimously?” Such enthusiasm
may be very comforting but 1t just
won’t stand up.

A Deep Mystery

There 1s something very odd
about the whole business, as may
be gathered fiom the queer way 1n
which the court divided. A minor-
1ty group of preferred stockholders
m the Alabama Power Company
had come before the Supreme
Court to protest the sale to TVA
of some of the company’s trans-
nmissilon lines around Wilson Dam
at Muscle Shoals on the Tennessee
River. Four justices (Brandeis,
Cardozo, Stone and Roberts), the
so-called “liberal” block, held that
the stockholders had no case be-
cause they had suffered no ascer-
tainable damage. But the other five
Justices insisted that they did have
a right to sue and so the case final-
ly came before the court. Then
these “liberals” were jomed by
four others to decide, by an eight
to one vote, that the contract
under question was valid and con-
stitutional. In essence, the major-
1ty opmion was that the Federal
government, under the Constitu-
tion, could build the Wilson Dam
and that, having bult the dam
legally, 1t had the power to dispose
of the electrical energy generated
by 1t, and for this purpose the pur-
chase of transmission lines might
be necessary. The court specifically
narrowed down the whole question
to this one point—the legality of
that particular sale of those part-
1cular transmission lines at Wilson
Dam. Chief Justice Hughes made
1t perfectly clear that no judgment
was being passed on the constitu-
tionality of the TVA as such or on
the legality of any other dams or
activities in the Tennessee Valley.
The door was thus deliberately left
open to similar suits in the future
and to decisions of quite another
character
Now this in itself is something
of a mystery, for, in the past, the
Supreme Court has hardly been
notable for reluctance in passing
on the broad constitutional issues
of the cases before 1it. It seized
upon the Schechter case to throw
out the entire NRA and upon the
Hoosac Milis tax case to invahdate
the entire AAA but somehow it
found that, in the Wilson Dam
contract, the whole TVA idea was
not involved. In the NRA and AAA
cases the court took in all the ter-
ritory in sight, but in the TVA
case it narrcwed the field down to
the smallest possible scope. Why ?

Here’s How
Devout believers in the infinite
wisdom and divine inspiration of
the Supreme Court may be rather
hard put to it to figure this out,
but there are some less godly souls,
wretches steeped in scepticism and
infidehity, who have their own ideas
as to how it all came about. Ap-
parently they listen to all sorts of
rumors and put two and two to-
gether with the same nonchalance

INSIDE STORY OF TVA DECISION

mortal men. And here 1s what

they say:
For weeks the court was dead-
locked—the judges deliberated

sixty days over the suit. Once the
court had admitted the case before
1t, the four “liberals” were all for
validating the TVA along broad
lines; middle class liberals in this
country have long favored some
sort of public “control” of public
utilities  Of course they argued
on the high plane of constitutional
principles but 1t i1s hinted that the
vast storm of protest raised 1n
Congress, 1n the press and among
the people at large over the void-
g of the AAA and NRA had
something to do with it. Further-
more, 1t was felt to be somewhat
difficult to 1ssue an edict of un-
constitutionality against nature;
after all the dams were there and
water was flowing over them. As
against these four “liberals”, there
was a group of an equal number
dead set against the TVA on gen-
eral principles.

One justice remained undecided;
who 1t was nobody knows, but there
are some shrewd guesses hinting at
Chief Justice Hughes. At any rate,
the conflict raged as acrimoniously
as 1s compatible with judicial com-
posure. It 1s not hard to visualize
the fimished diplomacy of Justice
Hughes at woik, striving to smooth
over difficulties and to save ap-
pearances before the public. In
this he was materially aided by the
government which itself sought to
narrow down the case to one con-
tract rather than to risk the in-
validation of the whole enterpiise.
The hint was taken amd, if the
justices could not agree on the
1ssue 1tself, they could at least
agree on the next best thing—to
dodge the 1ssue altogether and con-
fine thewr ruling to the narrowest
possible limits. By this bold
stroke of “judicial statesmanship,”
many birds would be killed with
one stone: what would look like a
“Iiberal”, pro-New Deal verdict
would be rendered; the prestige of
the court would be saved from an-
other 6-3 or 5-4 decision; the wide-
spread movement to curb the judi-
cial power would be temporarily
slowed down; and, after everything
was said and done, the court would

power to get back at the TVA
under more ausplcious circum-
stances!

But where does that leave us?
And why all the jubilation 1n New
Deal circles? And why such idiotic
flights into sheer moonshine as the
idea of the New York Post col-
umnist, Jay Franklin, that, where-
as “Roosevelt bruised the bankers

. . the Supreme Court has really
given them the works” (February
26, 1936) ? The plain fact 1s that
nothing 1s changed. The arbitrary
power of the Supreme Court still
remains. Its reactionary bias still
remains. It may find a httle care-
ful trimming rather useful in clear-
ing the rough corners but it still
retamns in its dead hand an ab-
solute and uncontrolled veto power
over all legislation!

As Founding Fathers Saw It

Speaking of the Supreme Court,
it 1s interesting to note how real-
istic the Founding Fathers were
in estimating this “peculiar insti-
tution” and how aptly their judg-
ment falls in with the events of the
last century of our history. De-
clared Hamilton 1n one of the most
famous of the Federalist papers:

“In a monarchy, the judiciary
1s an excellent barrier to the
despotism of the prince; in a re-
publie, it 1s no less an excellent
barrier to the encroachments and
excesses of the representative
bodies.”

And Jefferson came to the con-
clusion, after a rich hifetime of ex-
perience, that:

“It is a misnomer to call a

government republican in which
a branch of the supreme power
1s 1ndependent of the nation .. .
The great object of my fear is
the Federal judiciary ... It is
a very dangerous doctrine to
consider the judges as the ulti-
mate arbiters of all constitu-
tional questions. It 1s one which
would place us under the des-
potism of an oligarchy.”

Hamlton, the reactionary mon-
archist, welcomed the Supreme
Court as a bulwark against demo-
cracy; Jefferson, the liberal demo-
ciat, feared it for the same rea-
son. But both were at one as to

still reserve the right and the

1ts function m our social system!

The U.SSR. has opened 1ts
doors wide to non-Russian Jews, a
statement by the American Com-
mittee for the Settlement of Jews
in Birobidjan reveals.

The agireement, characterized by
William W. Cohen, president of the
committee, as “the most favorable
any government has ever made for
the settlement of Jews m 1its ter-
ritory,” provides for the establish-
ment of 1,000 families of non-Rus-
stan Jews during the first year
These settlers will be given hous-
ing, jobs, medical care, transporta-
tion fiom the Russian border,
education for their children, and
freedom to use the Yiddish lan-
guage both for cultural purswmt
and official business.

The contract was signed during
August, 1935 in Moscow.

Some of the provisions of the
agreement as disclosed by Mr.
Cohen are as follows:

1) The USSR will pay all the
expenses 1nvolved 1n travelling
from the Russian border.

2) Each family will be allowed
to choose its occupation.

HAVE YOU GIVEN

about Supreme Court justices as

they would about just ordinary

TO $5,000 FUND?

Non-Russian Jews Permitted
To Settle in Biro-Bidjan

3) Jobs are guaranteed one week
after arrival in Birobidjan.

4) The familhies will become
Soviet citizens as soon as they
cross the Soviet border and will
thus become eligible for the elab-
orate social security provisions—
old age pensions, medical care,
and a higher education for the
children.

5) If, after three years, any
member of the family wants to
move elsewhere, he may do so,
even to the pomt of leaving the
country.

6) The American Committee
agrees to pay for the transporta-
tion of each family to the Russian
border and will pay the Soviet gov-
ernment $200 for the rest of the
trip.

7) The U.SSR. does not care
about the political beliefs of the
settlers.

Birobidjan, Mr. Cohen, stated is
three times as large as New
Jersey, has a mild climate, and 1s
rich in resources. The Soviet gov-
ernment has already spent 300,000-
000 rubles in improving the ter-
ritory and intends to spend more
1 building factories, fisheries, and
farms When the population in-
creases to 50,000 the territory will
be made a self-governing republic
in the Federation of Soviet Repub-
lics.
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AT FIRST

e rnment marks the end of an ep-
och. It marks the end of a series
of moves by the Hitler regime 1n
breaking down the Versailles set-
up without 1incurring immediate
armed struggle, without bringing
on instant war among the imper-
1alist powers.

There are still two steps Hitler
must take before German imperial-
1sm shall have upset all the Ver-
saillles arrangements. These are:|1
the taking back of Alsace-Lorraine
and the lost colonies, particularly
the African possessions. But for
Germany to attempt either or these
moves would mean instant war.
For such consequences German im-
perialism is not yet quite ready.
However, not even the most pur-
blind can now fail to see that re-
gardless of all disclaimers and
peace-prating by the Fascist Reich,
sooner rather than later, the Ger-
man capitalist class will make pre-
cisely such demands and seek to
enforce them at the point of the
bayonet.

That is why we hold that the
re-militarization of the Rhineland
is a move far more pregnant with
dire consequences for the peace of
the world than any other of the
many treaty violations of which
the Naz1 gang has been guilty. We
zaise no so-called moral questions
here. The Versailles pact was and
remains an imperialist robber ar-
rangement. But the German work-
ing masses, like the working class-
es of all other countries, can rid
themselves of imperialist shackles
and robbery only by revolution at
home against their own oppressors
and plunderers Look at the Rus-
sian workers. They have shown
the way All other ways lead only
to a worsening of wage-slavery, to
a desperate situation, to unfathom-
able misery, to Fascist savagery
and sure war.

ARLEY has gotten the reputa-
tion of being a wizard as an
organizer. It was he who sup-
posedly put Roosevelt over the top
1 the last presidential campaign.
Well, we do not wager a pinch
of snuff on all the optimistic claims
of the Republican National Com-
mittee for the outcome next No-
vember. Yet, we hurry to declare
that as one looks over the condi-
tion of the Democratic party ma-
chine 1n the country, one loses all
respect for Farley’s drummed-up
reputation. In a number of very
important states the Democratic
party, but yesterday victorious, is}
now torn by serious dissension
jeopardizing gravely its chances of
success in the Fall. Two cases m
point are Illinois and Michigan,
rather important states, particu-
larly in the electoral college.
It is on the rock of patronage,
which is supposed to be the foun-
dation of Democratic success in
the elections, that the chances of
victory may be wrecked. The local
“fat boys,” of Democratic venire,
are everywhere fighting among
themselves for the sugar plums
which they expected to snatch as a
result of the victories of yesterday.
It appears that Farley has suc-
ceeded in antagonizing a large
number of local Democrats thru
his distribution of the plums.
While the Republicans were 1, the
Democrats were united and arous-
ed by the hope of taking away the
loot from them. Now that the
Demoecrats are in, they are divided
among themselves over the division
of the loot. As this division be-
comes more extensive and goes
down deeper, the Republicans be-
gin to close their ranks more firm-
ly for a big grab.
The Roosevelt machine has even
begun to fumble 1n 1ts use of re-
lief as a vote-snatching instru-
ment. Any number of people can
be found thruout the country who
are nursing a fat grudge against

By Jay Lovestone

HE re-militarization of the|the Democratic party because of
Rhineland by the Nazi gov-| the appalling inadequacy of the re-
lief accorded them. How serious
this 1s for the Democrats, can be
grasped when one takes note of the
fact that there are today 24,000,-
000 people on rehef.

mains almost intact for the Dem-
ocratic party. This 1s the confu-
sion, chaos and stupid leadership
weighing down the Republican out-
fit. If the Republican ship sinks

months, 1t will be rather because
of this weight than because of
Farley’s efficiency or Democratic
popularity.

the National Committee of the So-
cialist Party 1s Mayor Daniel W.
Hoan of Milwaukee. This strength
he derives not at all because he 1s
really militant in his socialism
Dan Hoan owes his power to the
fact that he has an organization
btased on successes scored in elec-
tion campaigns
of genuine socialism, Dan Hoan
would actually be more at home 1n
the best-fitted-out office of the Jew-
ish Daily Forward Association
than in the company particularly
of the New York “Militant” social-
1sts
and as much to the detriment of
the cause of revolutionary social-
group 1n the_Socialist party has
chosen to claim and tolerate and

his worst.

GLANCE

But one tremendous asset re-

n the coming stormy election

TOWER of strength among
the “Militant” members of

From the point

However, much to our regret,

1sm in the U. S., the “Militant”

support Hoan at his best, which 1s

But sometimes we wonder how
long this game can be played or
wi1ll be played by comrades who
msist, to the point of shrieking,
that they are the hope of the revo-
lutionary socialist movement 1n
this country. We raise this ques-

tant” group of the Socialist party,
especially at this time, because of
the scandalous statement 1ssued by
His Honor, the Mayor of Milwau-
kee, against the Communist party
in response to the latter’s indorse-
ment of the ticket put in the field
by the Milwaukee Socialist party
and LaFollette’s Farmer-Labor
Progressive Federation Said Ho-
an and his partners: “Thiws Fed-
eration, lihe the Socialist party and
sensible Liberal groups everywhere,
18 commatted unequivocrlly to
champronship of democracy; to the
achievement of a production for
use socwal order by democratic
and peaceful methods. . .. Such an
endorsement can only serve the wn-
terests of the Tory candudates of
the capitalist press, of bankers and
big buswness, and of the so-called
law and order leagues. ... ”

At the moment we do not desire
to examine the merits or demerits
of the Communist party’s specific
act 1n 1ndorsing a “socialist” hke
the Milwaukee Mayor Obviously,
1t was a move made 1in good faith
n the interest of fostering greater
unity of all labor in the election
campalgn. But the incident does
mspire us to ask the “Militants”
of New York and the Socialist
party m general and the “Socialist
Call” 1n particular the following
questions:

1 What do you comrades think
of Hoan’s conduct i this case?

2. What do you intend to do
about it?

3. 1f 1t should happen (as we
don’t think 1t will) that the Com-
munist party should indorse Thom-
as for President and Hoan would
then 1ssye such a statement what
would you do about it?

4. And what will you do your-
selves in such an eventuality?

5. Lastly, to what extent do
you comrades think Hoan’s state-
ment coincides with the Declara-
tion of Principles you adopted at
your last national convention?

We are optimistic enough to
hope that we will receive a clear-
cut answer to the above questions
very soon. We ask our readers to

tion to our comrades in the “Mili-

watch for the answer.

WITH THE LAWMAKERS

By LEE MASON

The Byrne-Killigrew amendment
to the New York State Unemploy-
ment Insurance Law 1s up before
Governor Lehman for his signa-
ture, the Assembly having concur-
red with the Senate this week
passing the measure unanimously
and without debate. The milk-and-
watery bill was backed by the State
Federation of Labor

Under the terms of this amend-
ment non-manual worksrs making
$2 600 a year, as against the orig-
inal allowance of $2,500, will be
entitled to unemployment benefits;
a person will be insured if he has
put 1n ninety consecutive days of
work 1n 1937; and every boss em-
ploying four or more workers will
have to contribute to the fund The
first payments will be made 1n
1938.

To give the devil his due, 1t must
be 'said that the bill embodies sev-
eral important safeguards for the
workers For instance, no one may
be blacklisted for refusing to work
n a place which requires joining
a company union. One may also
turn down a job if that job entails
strikebreaking

Taking its cue from local Cham-
bers of Commerce, the Umted
States Senate passed the Sheppard
bill which provides $80 000,000 for
the erection of national guard arm-
ories. The Senate sneaked it thru
without any great-to-do, under a
unammous consent procedure.

As 1if it were not bad enough to
build headquarters for potential
strikebreakers, the measure per-
mits applicants for money to raid
emergency relief funds. Another
provision waives the necessity of
a Congressional appropriation for
a building costing more than $20,-
000 if that building is an armory.

The bill is now before the House.

The Umted States will have
4,000 new fighting planes in the
next five years 1f the House Mil-
itary Affairs Committee has 1ts
way. Acting upon a War Depart-
ment request, the Committee voted
unanimously 1n secret session, for
a McSwain bill, providing an en-
larged air fleet.

The House, without a dissenting
vote, gave carte-blanche and
$50 000 to an eight-man committee
which had been appointed by the
Accounts Committee to investigate
the Townsend and similar old-age
pension movements.

Still 1n the Rules Committee,
waiting for a green light to go
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It seems as 1f I was not alone
1n protesting against a certain car-
toon, levaled against John L Lew-
1s and the Committee for Indus-
trial Organization, which appeared
a couple of weeks ago 1n the Chi-
cago Federationist, official organ of
the Chicago Federation of Labor.
I see recorded mn the minutes of
the C. F. of L. meeting of March
1, thz following:

“Delegate of Fur Workers No.
45 reported that he was mstructed
to voice the criticism of ls local
union as well as protest against a
cartoon appearing in the last issue
of the Federation News regarding
President Lewis of the Unmited Mi-
ners and Industrial Uniomism. (1
am not responsible for the garbled
sentence—GFM)

“PDelegate Topp of the Bakers and
Delegate of the Technical and Re-

search Employes reported they
were instructed to make similar
protests.”

These protests, and others not
made on the floor of the meeting,
must have had a sobering effect
upon the CF. of L. for we not.ce
that during the same meeting a
communication from the CIO dated
Feb. 256 andwering Willlam Green,
1s 1ead, ordered printed in Federa-
tion News and the delegates in-
structed to raise 1t in their locals

The International Association of
Machmists 1s going n for amalga-
mation 1 a big way The current
1ssue of the Machinists Journal
carries the agreement arrived at
between the I. A of M. and the
Faderation of Metal and Alhed
Unions, as well as the one with
the Transport Workers Union
There are also reports, unsubstan-
tiated it 1s true, that the I. A. of
M 1s negotiating with the Brother-
hood of Utility Employees. If the
latter report is true it will be 1n-
teresting to see how this will af-
feet the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers which has
been negotiating with this group.
It must be said right now that
in the case of both metal workers
and transport workers the condi-
tions for amalgamation are ex-
tremely liberal. If it were not
generzlly known that Wharton’s
policies are dztermined mainly by
the strategy of his struggle agamst

ahead, are the wvicious Tydings-
McCormack “Incitement to Disaf-
fection” and Kramer-Russell Sedi-
t1on bills. The former gag meas-
ure has already passed the Senate,
while the latter has been reported
favorably to the House by a twelve
to eleven vote.

Jumping to the Hearstian whip,
the State Senate almost unani-
mously voted for the McNaboe bill
requiring the display of American
flags 1n public school classrooms.
Only two legislators dissented.

The Howard bill to provide for
State regulation of fee-charging
employment agencies drew heavy
fire from the private interests at
a Senate committee hearing La-
bor leaders, headed by George F
Meany., president of the State
Federation of Labor, urged the en-
actment of the bill as a2 means of
climinating gyp agencies and
abuses.

A Senate committee had the gall
to report out the Schartzwald bill
calling for the destruction of com-
pensation for silicosis victims The
few sops thrown labor hardly make
up for what s taken away.

Representatives of truck and
bus operating companies protested
vociferously against the provisions
of the Berg bill which would limit
the time that a driver may be re-
quired to spend at his wheel to ten
consecutive hours. They made
themselves felt at a Senate com-

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles

the 1industrial unionisis, one might
easily come to the uawarranted
conclusion that Wharton 1s becom-
ing more liberal and piogressive.

Tha Journal of Electrical Work-
ers (February 1936) takes to task
Harold G Moulton who wrote an
article in “Fortune” under the cap-
tion“The Trouble With Capitalism
Is The Capitalists”. That, says the
Journal 1s not true. “The system 1s
utterly and wholly a prefit system
.+ .. What 1s really wrong wiih
capitalism 1s capitalism.” We hold
our breath for, having stumbled
upon this profound truth, the ed:-
torial might perhaps stumble upon
an equally profound and accurate
solution But such 1s not to be for
the writer ends with—*“If anyone
wanted a stronger support for the
idea of consumers’ cooperatives
than that presented by Mr. Moul-
ton, we don’t know what 1t is.”
Its a pretty weak remedy for
such a malignant disease. It would
perhaps be wiser not to use such
“strong language” for some think-
g electrical workers might put
two and two together and conclude
that 1f the disease 1s as bad as all
that than nothing short of the
knife will do.

The offensive agamst every law
in which labor 1s interested con-
tinues The Guffey Coal Act,
which the United Mine Workers
considers as one of 1ts major
achievements 1n the field of labor
legislation 1s now before the Su-
preme Court of the United States

The law 1s being challenged by
the soft coal operators of Virginia,
West Virgima and Kentucky as a
violation of states’ rights, an 1m-
proper delegation of Congregation-
al power and as confiscation of
property without due process of
law.

The case 1s being handled for the
operators by Frederick H. Wood
who, 1t will be recalled, fought on
the side of the government in the
gold clause case and against the
government 1 the Schechter poul-
try case on the basis of which
the NRA was killed.

The “Rank and File Group” 1n
Paterson, which it must be remem-
bered 1s part of the present ad-
ministration, 1s now distributing a
leaflet entitled “VOTE NO.” It
refers to a proposed contract with
the manufacturers which has be-
come a scandal in Paterson for
many weeks past. Says this leaflet-

“Soon the membership of the
Flain Goods Dep’t will be called
upon to vote on the contract.
This document was negoti :ted
between a few unlon officials
and some manufacturers. It
never had the endorsement of
the Jomnt Executive Board nor
of the Plain Goods Locals. THE
RANK AND FILE IS DEFINI-
TELY AGAINST THIS CON-
TRACT. The scab newspapers,
in order to fool the workers into
voting for 1t LIED when they
said that the Rank and File
favors this slave contract.”

Slave contract 1s right, but how
does it come that at this late date
the “Rank and File Group” should
have to 1ssue leaflets making clear
1ts stand on the contract? Ap-
parently 1ts opposition was not so
generally known Would the com-
rades please tell us exactly who
are these “few union officials” who
negotiated this slave contract?
These questions are in order be-
cause the writer knows that many
a fight (verbal) occured over this
contract between the progressives
and the “Rank and File” with the
latter SUPPORTING THE CON-
TRACT. This is one reason among
many that made cooperation with
the “Rank and File Group” so dif-
ficult. We are glad to see that they

mittee hearing.

have changed their mind.
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In the International Labor Movement

Fascism and ‘Democratic’ Monarchy

We print below a discassion by ow international correspondent
on the attitude of the labor and rcvolutionary movement to the British
monarchy.  The dangerous attitude cexpressed by Perr in the Parws
“umante” 1s spearally noticeable now when the wnternational post-
tion of Britvsh Imoperalism leads the “democracy loving” Edward 1111
to place hunsddf and his government on the side of favant Germany
and against “democrati”’ France. We have not yet secn tihe reaction
of the French communist press to the latest events but we are sure

that Comradc Pert must be singing quite a different song today.—

Editor.

On the occasion of the death of
King Geoige V of England the
bourgeols press acclaimed the
British monarchy as a stronghold
of democracy. The Biitish Labor
Party, the leading party ot the
Second International, renewed its
pledge of allegrance to the new
monarch Even the Communists
were affected by this torrent of
words. In an article in “Humanite”
of January 22nd G. Pe1n, after
pointing out correctly that the
deceased George V was most 1e-
aetionary, goes on to say-

“The reactionaries and fascists
of France wrongly point to the
British monarchy as a justification
of their plans for a coup d’etat.
The devotion of the Biitish people
to the monarchy is an expression
of its devotion to democracy, to
parhamentary and constitutional
law.

“Justly or mjustly the people
look upon the monarchy as a bul-
wark against fascism which the
people of Great Britain hate In-
stinctively.”

In Geneva, Litvinoff joined in of-
fering his condolences to the
Bnitish people at a session of the
Council of the League of Nations
In doing so he merely carried out
his duty as the diplomatic repre-
sentative of the Soviet Union. G.
Per1, however, writing 1n a leading
organ of the Commumnist Interna-
tional, evades the question whether
it 1s correct or incorrect to come
out for the British monarchy and
thereby injures his Commumst n-
tegrity.

“Anti-Fascist Monarchs”

The attitude of Per1 1s quite
characteristic of the unciitical posi-
tion which the CP. has taken on
bourgeois democracy and bourgeois
democratic illusions as a 1esult of
1ts People’s Front affiliation. There
1s no doubt that the English masses
have 1ejected fascism, It 1s equally
certain, however, that 1n a serious
crisis the hope that the Biitish
monarchy would act as a bulwark
agamst fascism would be blasted
just as was the hope of the Ger-
man Social Democrats who hated
fascism and relied on Hindenburg
to save them from Hitler.

The fact that the British mon-
archy is today allied with bour-

geois democracy 1s no proof that
the monarchy 1s a democratic 1n-
stitution It indicates rather that
bourgeols democracy m England
has within 1t reactionary elements
And this 1n a country which 1s the
classic home of bourgeois demo-
cracy. The role of the British
monarchy can be understood only
if we remember that bourgeols
democracy 1s only one form of
bourgeois rule, 1n this case the rule
of the imperialist British bour-
geolsie wielding power over a huge
colonmial empire.

Roots of Popularity

The history of the British mon-
archy testifies to this. The popu-
Iarity of the British monarchs with
the masses 1s of relatively recent
onigin. Incidentally, Per1 overlooks
the fact that the most advanced
sections of the Brntish working
class are by no means loyal mon-
archists. It 1s true that the reign of
the Stuarts of whom one was be-
headed and another exiled 1s long
past; so 1s the reign of the first
kings of the Hanover dynasty who
never gained the love of the British
masses. The British monaichy be-
came “popular” with the reign of
Queen Victoria. Bourgeois histori-
ans ascribe 1t to the fact that
Queen Victorias private hife was
modeled on that of the Enghsh
bourgeoisie while George IV (1820-
30) for example led a very loose
hfe This 1s a rather superficial ob-
servation. The British monarchy
really became popular as soon as
the revolutionary movement of the
British workers, the Chartist move-
ment, which had been preceded by
democratic movements of the petty
bourgeoisie, was beaten back. The
mmcitease 1n populanity of the
British monarchy since the middle
of the 19th century was not the
result of the personal charac-
teristies of Queen Victoria but
rather of the prevailing develop-
ment of British capitalism and
class relations in England  The
English bourgeoisie had succeeded
in  defeating the revolutionary
movement of the working class.
The favorable economic position of
Biitish capital, that of being first
i the exploitation of an immense
colonal empire led to the rise of a

BROOKLYN UNIONS MEET T0
PROTEST POLICE TERRORISM

The action of the Police Depart-
ment 1 Brooklyn, their brutality
and mass arrests in strikes con-
ducted by the Painters Union, the
May’s Department Store workers,
the Glove Woikers Union, the
Builap Bagmakers Union and the
Jomt Council Knitgoods Workers
Union, 1s one of the reasons for
the call recently 1ssued to all
Brooklyn labor unions to partici-
pate 1n a trade union conference to
be held on March 21, 1936, at 2
P. M at the headquaiters of the
Joint Council Knitgoods Workers
Union, 765 Broadway, Brooklyn.

The call to the conference points
out that the outspoken open shop
policy of the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce, which hag resulted in
the breaking down of many legiti-

mate labor unions and supplanting
them with company unions, 1s defi-
nitely an obstacle in the way of
the unionization of non-union 1n-
dustiies 1 Brooklyn and Queens.

The conference will discuss these
problems and lay the plans neces-
sary for overcoming them. The
conference will be the initiator of
a movement to unite all Brooklyn
trade unions n a fight against the
enemies of organized labor.

The call to the conference was
signed by nine Brooklyn labor
unions affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor, as a Provi-
sional Committee for the establish-
ment of such a conference, Louis
Nelson, Temporary Chairman and
Sam Freeman, Temporary Secre-

tary.

relatively strong labor aristocracy
The growing popularity of the
monarchy was symbolic of the fact
that the English bourgeoisie had
succeeded 1n nstilling the British
working class with a spirit of class
peace, of solidarity with British
capitalism thru small material con-
cessions and reforms.

British imperialism today 1s no
longer 1m a more advantageous
economic position than the rest ot
the capitahist world. The dechine of
world capitalism 1s undermimng
the position of the labor aristo-
cracy in England and hence the
foundations of reformism. The
British working class has to over-
come deeply rooted traditions. The
voluntary oath of allegiance of the
Labor Party illustrates how far
the Biitish workers have yet to go
before they rid themselves of re-
actionary 1illustons and accept the
proletarian revolution.

“Golden” Unity

The bourgeols press has pointed
out the close relationship between
the monarchy of England and the
British empire on many occasions.
There 1s a gram of tiuth in these
assertions. It 1s 1incorrect, of course,
to say as does the bourgeois press
that the British crown 1s the only
factor that hnks the British
Empire, the only bond between the
mother country and its moie or
less politically independent do-
minions. This is an infantile view.
The British crown is the symbol of
unity precisely because there are
more solid bonds that unite the
Empire, namely, the investments
of British capital in the dominions
and colonies, the power of London,
and secondly, the armed power oi
British imperialism particularly its
fleet which keeps the oppressed
colonial peoples in check and lends
power and military prestige to
those formally independent do-
minions such as Australia, South
Africa, ete. that participated more
o1 less in the exploitation of these
colonies and are limited in their
right to arm. Should the Canadian
bourgeoisie decide to entrust its
fate to Wall Street and the U. S
Army rather than to London and
the British fleet, the authority of
the British monarchy would be of
no avail even tho the U. S is not
governed by a crowned monarch

One thing 1s true: an empire in
which a handful of capitalist para-
sites oppress hundreds of millions
of colomal slaves, 1n which they
exercise a brutal dictatorship over
the colonies as compared with the
democratic rights enjoyed by the
people of the mother country and
some of the dominions, in which
the Indian people comprising 300
million are denied the most ele-
mentary political rights—such an
empire 1s best symbolized by a
feudal monarchy The British mon-
archy, then, is not a democratic in-
stitution; it is rather an embodi-
ment of the reactionary character
of British bourgeois democracy,
guilty of the brutal oppression of
mnumerable colonies.

Allies of Fascism

As long as British capitalism is
in a position to utilize parha-
mentary democratic forms for its
rule, so long the British monarchy
will guard constitutional rights.
These rights have in the past not
prevented British monarchs, most
recently George V, from utilizing
their personal influence behind the
scenes for a reactionary policy.
Thus George V together with the
directorate of the Bank of Eng-
land in 1931 sponsored the forma-
tion of the so-called ‘“National
Government.” Should, however, the
progressive decline of capitalism
lead to a parliamentary ecrisis in

THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

(Continued from Page 3)
continue to hold faith and con-
fidence in God and the Church, as
set forth in the hfe example and
teachings of Jesus.

“We further recommend that the
Chrnistian families of the country
shall give more attention to the
home training of the youth, with
special emphasis upon their social,
moral, and spiritual obhigations.
. ... THE POWER OF THE
GOSPEL IS SUPREMELY NEED-
ED IN A TIME LIKE THIS. We
sense a new imperative facing the
chuich for greater consideration
and challenging incentives for sav-
ing the youth for the church.”

AGAIN, MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNUIST PARTY VOTED
FOR THIS RESOLUTION and 1t
was adopted by the congiess.

Is this how the Commuuist Par-
ty views the church? Is this the
only answer the congress could
give to the Negro masses seeking
light? Wheie were the trade
unions ? Where were the Commun-
1st party repiesentatives that such
resolutions were able to pass un-
challenged? Must the Communist
Party swallow all this filth in ordez
to appear 1espectable? Is this the
price the working class 1s to be
asked to pay for the sake of the
“People’s Front?” No, Comrade
Allen, perhaps the mimsters did
not aominate the congress—nor
the busmess men, nor the Com-
mumst Party, nor the trade unions,
¢r anv other singie group But
an anti-working class bloc, consist-
mg of the muimisters, the business
men, the 1acketeering politicians
and their1lk did succeed 1n forcing
thiough not only the defeat of the
only progiessive wotking class
1esolutions, but also succeeded m
bludgeoning the few trade umon-
13sts and the party members that
were present, and the congress as
a whele 1nto indorsing 1esolutions
supporting the church and Negto
business as aids i the solution of
the problems of the Negro masses

Proletarian Spirit Throttled

By these acts, the congtess has
practically eiminated every vestige
of proletarian spirit from its pro-
gram and by these resolutions it
has created a wall between itself
and the rest of the organized labol
movement The congiess went on
record as favoring certain iesolu-
tions which had absolutely no place
In any gathering where working
class organizations are represented
and certainly not where commun-
1sts are represented without the
most vigorous opposition

That the congress passed some
worthwhile resolutions no one will
deny. It endorsed resolutions con-
demning the Fascist invasion of
Ethiopia, against war and fascism,
for old age pensions, for the rights
of women, youth, etc. The 1esolu-
tions dealing with lynchings, civil
hberties and even the organization
of Negroes into trade unions can
be considered as “must” resolu-
tions. What gatheping would dare
meet without passing such resolu-
tions? The congress endorsed the
Wagner-Costigan anti-lynchimmg bill,
but so has the N.A A.CP., the
Urban League, and various minis-
terial groups. What is significant
1s that the congress defeated the
resolutions of a specifically work-

England, to a growth of the fascist
menace, the British monarchy
would not be a bulwark against
fascism but rather 1its ally. And if,
mm such a case, the British king
drops his constitutional role and
throws the weight of his author-
1ity, which has been built up and
strengthened by bourgeois demo-
crats and labor leaders, to the
fascists, he may play the same role
as did the Italian king in the
march on Rome in October 1922 or
Hindenburg on January 30, 1933.

ing class natuie that attempted to
go beyond this and adopted others
that would cause some of the or-
gamizations that make little or no
pretence at liberalism to shudder.

This 1s the logic of the “People’g
Front” policy. These are the fruits
of unprincipled hoise trading and
compronises which ultimately lead
to an anti-woiking class position.

This 1s a policy that must be re-
pudiated by all class-conscious
workers and by all membeis of the
Communist Party.

France Threatens
To Leave League

(Continued from Page 1)

League deliberations. Eden would
now attempt to calm the infuriat-
ed France.

A section of the British cabinet
1s determined to forget about Ger-
many’s violation of the treaty and
biing Germany back into the
League fold—on Germany’s terms,
to “rebuild European peace on a
new basis.” Solving the antagon-
1sm between France and Germany
by a united fiont against the Sov-
1et Union, 1 which, Great Biitain
would retan 1ts position of arbi-
ter of Europe Stanley Baldwin
heads this Cabinet group and 1s
supported by Loid Rothmere, pub-
lisher; Clement R. Attlee, leader
ol the Labor Opposition. Ram-
say MacDonald and Sir John Si-
mon aie reported as favoring
Germany, too.

In the opposition camp with Mr.
Eden are Neville Chamberlain;
Walter Runciman, President of the
Boaid of Tiade and others

Labor Party Anti-Soviet?

The Laborite Daily Herald finds
Germany’s ‘“suggestion 13 not in
itself unieasonable”. It aseribed
Germany’s belligetency as due to
a faulty ttanslation of the text of
the German note! Doubtless the
leadership of the Labor Party will
hear from 1ts membetship on this
support to the pro-Fascist war-
dogs of Britain

Litvinoff Adamant

Maxim Latvinoff, Soviet Foreign
Comnussar, declared he would re-
fuse to grant Germany admission
mto the League 1f the Soviet Gov-
ernment was alone in taking this
position Roumama and Belgium
were equally emphatic.

Attention MONTREAL

Two Lectures on

Current Events
will be grven by

K. KALMEN
Friday Evenings at
4099 Esplanade Ave.

Friday, MAR. 20, 8:30 p. m.

Revolt In American
Labor
John L. Lewis vs. Wm. Green

Friday, MAR. 27, 8:30 p. m.

Issues and Men in the
U. S. Presidential
Campaign

Admission Free

Auspices

Workers League of Canada
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BOOKS of the
AGE ........

THE PROBLEM OF THE FAR
EAST, by Sober Mogi and H.
Vere Redman Lippincott. 348 pp.
$2.00.

EASTERN INDUSTRIALIZA.
TION AND ITS EFFECT ON
THE WEST, by G. E. Hubbard.
Oxford University Press. 395 pp.
$7.00.

Reviewed by BERT WOLFE

Of the two focal centers of the
coming world war the most signi-
ficant at present 1s the Far East
Hence a number of studies are ap-
pearing throwing much needed
light on that region so little known
to us Westerners. The two works
mentioned above are to be recom-
mended heartily for that purpose

The Hubbard book 1s one of
those solid, factual and calmly im-
perialist studies 1n the series be-
g put out by the Royal Institute
of International Affairs One 1s
moved to admire the cold objective
that takes British imperialism for
granted, regards its foundations as
unshakeable or at least unsubject
to eritical examination, and pro-
ceeds to examine 1ts secondary ef-
fects without hypocrisy, without
apology, and so far as that limita-
tion of viewpoint will permit, with-
out distortion American imperial-
ism 1s too new, American apolo-
getics too shameless, American
consclence too raw, the American
asrofessorate too frightened or too
gabbittized, and American hberal-
1sm too confused, to permit our
university studies to attain such
Olympian detachment and object-
ivity.

One example will suffice “Econ-
omic improvement,” writes Hub-
bard, commenting on the death 1ate
and living standaids of the Indian
masses, “results i keepmng alive
larger numbers, rather than
raising the standard of lfe” (p
292) We doubt 1f a nerve quivered
or even an eyebrow was raised as
the author paused perhaps to con-
sider the human implication of that
statement.

The work was motivated by a
desire on the patt of the Royal In-
stitute to examine the effect of the
industralization of Japan and India
upon the economic structure of
Great Britain. It 1s a thorough,
competent, factual study, illununat-
ing the latest phase of Anglo-Jap-
anese competition m textiles and
other fields. Its statistical material
serves also to i1lluminate the vexed
problem of Indian industrialization
which occasioned such a bitter con-
troversy at the Sixth World Con-
ress of the Communist Internation-
al. At the time, the controveisy
was Intended not so much to ex-
amine the subject discussed as to
annihilate the reputation of the
foremost Marxist commentator on
India, Comrade Roy. The wiiter of
this review acknowledges with
shame that he participated in that
discussion 1nnocently and in good
faith, without even an inkling of
its real objectives.

The facts here presented demon-
strate that England 1s putting all
sorts of fetters upon India’s 1indus-
trial development, such as lmmita-
tions on 1ts protective tariffs, 1m-
position of internal excise taxes to
offset tarrifs and destroy their pos-
sible protective effects, imperial
preference, etc. Nevertheless, India
continues slowly but mmexorably to
industrialize in certain fields, not-
ably textiles, cruder forms of iron
and steel manufactures, and cer-
taimn minor branches. Two critical
moments gave great 1mpetus to
that movement During the World
War, England needed steel and
munitions factories in the Far
East Today, England must en-
courage India’s textile mmdustry ot
the textile market, already lost to
Lancashire goes to Japan. Most of
the industrialization goes on under
the aegis of British capital thus
providing a much needed capital

ENIN, mn “A Letter to American Workers” in 1918, called Eugene
Victor Debs “one of the most beloved leaders of the American

proletariat ” That 1s an understatement. He was the most beloved
leader. An inmate of Atlanta who had been lectured to by Debs on
his personal habits told the deputy warden “’‘Gene Debs is the only
Christ 1 know anything about.” Anyone who calls forth such deep
emotional response from those who knew him inevitably becomes an
object of rationalistic hyperbole. Eugene Victor Debs has been credited
with ideas and views on socialist theory and practice which he never
had and many of which he was incapable of understanding. He has
be_en vastly over-rated, to the substantial detriment of his actual qual-
ities. Debs was good enough as he was without trying to make him
out a Lenmin. And the recognition of his shortcomings will serve the
labor movement he loved, much more than any wishful thinking on
what proletarians would have liked him to be.

The foundation-stone of his Iife was love for living beings. Inso-
far as 1t affects the labor movement this 1s known as humanitarian
socialism. It has close kinship with Christian socialism and most of
the shortcomings of that contradictory labor theory, for undiseriminat-
ing love and the class struggle go 1ll together. And Debs’ mistakes
always resolved themselves into errors of temperament and emotion.
But the love was so boundless (the last Christian, someone called him
that 1t was often right by sheer fulsomeness.

His road lay through Americanism, Jeffersonian democracy, “uni-
tarian” uniomism (when first he enunciated the principle of “one big
umon” he did not realize 1t was industrial unionism), social democracy,
humanitarian revolutionism, revolutionary socialism, and debilitated
proletarianism caused by hig last illness.

Born in Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1855, his early years are eminently
“respectable.” Until fourteen he attended the common schools and
lived the life of the Middle West during the Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion. His mother he adored and his father was early his criterion of
tellectual 1deas, teaching him to love Vietor Hugo The family was
not well off, and ’Gene left school 1n 1879 and began to work in the
shops of the Terie Haute and Indianapolis Railroad (now part of the
Pennsy system). In a year he had become a fireman on a switch engine
at the munificent salary of $1.00 a might. He loved the railroad, and
he came to love railroaders. He would have remained there much
longer 1f his mother had not dissuaded him, fearing injury. He became
& grocery clerk.

The parlor-t0om lhiterary set found in every up-and-coming town
mn America at this date attracted Debs and he became something of a

and 1t was pretty low then. James Whitcomb Riley was the great
poet of the era, and a good friend of ’Gene’s. In fact, Riley wrote some
lines about him that have been bruited about the socialist movement
and carried mto popular estimates of hum.

And there’s Gene Debs—a man ’at stands

And jest holds out 1n his two hands

As warm a heart as ever beat

Betwixt here and the judgment seat!
This 1s poor, but the subject was so good that years later—on his
unpiuisonment 1 Atlanta—every poet worth his salt wrote lmmes in
protest against his imprisonment, the best known of which are Wilham
Ellery Leonard’s. Upton Sinclair published them in a lhttle volume
entitled “Debs and the Poets.”

But the antimacassar seventies did not get him., He wanted to help
the men on the roads, and he was going to. When the Terre Haute
branch of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen was formed, ’Gene
was chosen as secretary. Into the work he threw himself with that
ardor and devotion that always marked what he did In 1878 he was
chosen assistant editor of the “Locomotive Firemen’s Magazine.,” Thus
began a journalistic career which was to influence the history of the
nation and make two occupants of the White House twist and squirm
and wish “that Debs man” had never been born.

Meanwhile Debs’ desire to be an orator led him to practice speak-
ing, and he developed a mellifluous voice and a platform manner that
became the envy of capitalists. He developed the power to rouse the
lethargic and surcharge them with enthusiasm. That power was to
make him the greatest labor orgamzer that America has ever seen.
“We want Debs” became a common cry at railroad meetings. By
classic standards, his oratorical appeal was always homespun, but
when you are talking to men 1n overalls, homespun 1s hike dynamite.

But the B.L.F. proved a disappointment to Debs’ ideas on indus-
trial harmony. The whole “brotherthood” movement was only a form
of craft uniomism. Meanwhile, he was being further disillusioned, this
time with American politics. In 1879 he was elected city clerk of
Terre Haute, and in 1885, as the candidate of the Democratic party,
he was elected to the State legislature of Indiana. His experience there
embittered him. To his brother, Theodore (who all his life was his

LOSING THEiR CHAINS . . . .

Eugene Victor Debs

Iiterary rotarian His taste in literature was never to be very good,

by James Sand

right-hand man), he said, “I am through with that busmess forever”
But his belief 1n parliamentary democracy remained with him for long
years, and he lost 1t for a decade only to return to 1t again as an old
man. One would like to be able to affirm that Debs saw through par-
lhiamentary democracy this early (as has falsely been implied), but
the affirmation will not hold water.

As grand secretary-treasurer of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen, a position to which he quickly rose, Debs had been getting
$4000 a year. But he found in 1t only petty squabbling with the
engineers’ brotherthood and constant splitting tactics. He decided to
gwve 1t up and form a unified orgamzation of all railroad workers. He
resigned the B.L F. job and announced the formation of the American
Railway Union on June 20th 1893 and set his salary at $75 a month.
It turned out that most of the time he got no salary, and ultimately he
assumed personal responsibility for the great load of debt that the
A.R.U. amassed n the Pullman strike of 1894

This was something revivifying to American labor,—a man who
had no use for money or glory. Even then Powderly was being thrown
out of the Kmights of Labor for his megalomania and his love of lucre.
Debs announced why he was flaunting all the 1deals of the bourgeoisie
and the mauve decade by giving up a good job

“I do this” said ’Gene, “because 1t pleases me, and there 1s nothing

I would not do, so far as human effort goes, to advance any move-
ment designed to reach and rescue perishing humamty. I have a
heait tor others and that 1s why I am in this work. When I see
suffering about me, I myself suffer, and so when I put forth my
cfforts to relieve others I am simply working for myself. I do not
consider that I have made any sacrifice whatsoever; no man does
unless he violates his own conscience.”

Debs 1s here still in the wilderness. He had no 1dea of where he
was going. Instinetive love for mankind 1s leading him. Of industnal
unionism 1n the railroads, he later said: “It has been my life’s desire
to umify the railroad employees and to eliminate the aristocracy in labor
which unfortunately exists and organize the workers so all will be
on an equality.” But egalitarianism is Jeffersonian when 1t 1s not
hitched to a class theory. And Debs’ conduct soon showed 1ts Jef-
fersonman basis.

The A.R.U. started ’Gene Debs off on a career as hectic as 1t was
noteworthy. Few men in the woild labor movement have been able to
work hard so consistently and show 1ts physical eftects so little as
Debs. The hardy Alsatian stock from which he sprang was to stand
him 1n good stead through the next thirty-three years The only
extended physical rest he was io know came during his two 1mprison-
ments.

In April of 1894 the membership of the A.R.U. was 100,000. Gom-
pers was scared, and the A. F. of L. secretly maiveled at Debs’ abilities.
Then a spontaneous stilke for higher wages and better conditions broke
out on the Great Northern and ’Gene threw himself into the fight. He
took on a capitalist and a bourgeois politician 1n one ring and licked
the pants off both of them. Jum Hill, that pieyer on the public lands,
owned the Great Northern, and tried to buy Debs off. What was his
surprise when he found in Debs a labor leader who didn’t give a damn
about money or prestige. And Debs told 1t to him 1n a way that made
the old double-dealer’s ears burn. Big-hearted Jim appealed to Gov-
ernor Knute Nelson of Minnesota (St. Paul was the strike headquarters)
to stop this “un-American” proletarian. The goveinor called ’Gene to
his office, and 1n the sacred precincts of the state capitol got this for
a reply.

“I have never in my life worn the collar of a plutocrat, nor
jumped like a jack when he pulled the string as you have for Mr.
Hill. Now, Governor, I know something about railroads, and you
may, with my consent, take the B. line and go to hell.”

Confidentially, Nelson expressed his admiration for Debs. Hill
conceded the demands of the workers It was one ot the most glorious
victories the American working class had as yet won.

When Debs got back to Terre Haute, he found a parade forming
(they had nearly mobbed him with joy at St. Paul) and they made
him lead 1t. Once agamn he made the speech of an humanitarian.

“My glory, my friends,” said ’Gene, midst the adminng, wor-
shipful looks of thousands of workers, “consists n the gladness
which I know will be brought into the little cottage homes of the
humble among the hills of the West I can almost see the looks
of gratitude on the faces of those men’s wives and lttle children,
In all my hfe, I have never felt so highly honored as I did when
leaving St. Paul on my way home.”

Children threw flowers in hig path. With the quick insight of the
young they understood love and responded to 1t  Grown workers
reacted hardly less emotionally to his presence.

(To be continued in next issue)

export maiket for Britain, Yet ning of 1ts industrialization In
Indian capital is 1ncreasing, and,|short the professor-economist 1s
what 1s more mmportant fiom the|engagmng 1n a performance of

United Shoe Elects Officers

standpoint of changing class rela-
tions, the Indian working class 1s
mcreasing with still greater ra-
pidity. Thus does 1mperialism,
willy-milly, prepare i1ts own grave-
digger.

The work 1s supphed with a
series of conclusions by Professor
T. E. Gregory. These are far less
sound and objective than the book
1itself. Without regard for the facts
adduced, he seeks to convince him-
self that imperialism still has the
qualities of capitalism’s youth, that
the industrialization of Japan and
the Orient generally will, to be
sure, cause certain “dislocations”
in the West, but in the mam will
provide a fresh boundless market
for British goods, as did once the

continent of Europe at the begin-

gently whistling to keep the Em-
pire’s courage up. But his wistful
song takes up only nine pages out
of nearly four hundred, so let the
Professor have his little fling. As
the Commissar in Squaring the
Circle said: “It won’t hurt the
revolution!”

The book by Mogi and Redman
is even more valuable. It 1s a
factual study of Modern Japan and
Modern China, their history and
tradition, their polities and econ-
omic and social structure, their
relations with each other and the
Soviet Union. It 1s a veritable
treasure mine of information, and
in the main a rehable interpreta-
tion. Both books are of the greatest
value to students of the Far East
and international affairs

BOSTON, Mass —The election
campaign for general officers and
Executive Board mombers of the
United Shoe and Leather Workers
Union, 1s now 1n full swing Three
candidates are making the run for
Genetral Organizer—Isracl Zimmer-
man, the present General Oigan-
1zer, Willlam Mahan of Lynn and
William Mackesy of Lynn Mack-
esy was General Organmzer before
Ziymmerman, while Mahan was
General Organizer of the National
Shoe Woikers Union which merged
mto the Umited. Zimmerman has
the support of all progressive
forces 1in the imdustry and is ex-
pected to win out without any
great difficulty.

The opposing candidates are at-

tempting to utilize the extremely
bad econom'e situation in the in-
dustry for the purpose of corrahing
the support of the disgruntled.
However, the shoe workers see
thru this trick and will not be mis-
led mto supporting either Mahan
or Mackesy.

The center of the whole cam-
paign, as tar as Zimmerman 1s con-
cerned, 1s amalgamation of all shoe
workers unions into the A. F. of L

Zimmerman’s r1unnmng mate for
General Secretary-Treasurer is
James Mitchell of Lynn, now the
secretary of the Lynn Distruct
Council Elections are to be held
on Tuesday, March 17.
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DetroitAutoProgressives
Present Action Program

This statement on wunportant developments m the trade union
movcment was awscussed and cdopted at the last meeting of The Pro-
gressive Thade Uniomist Club Monday, February 17th.

“Detrort leads n 1erovery” was the newspaper headline here as

well as i other aities.

How the 1ecovery? To recover from the de-

pression automobile employers have improved their plants by nstalling
$%93,000,000 worth ot new equipment, have speeded up production by

32% and got ud ot 60,000 woikers m the process

couraged small dual unions and
are making an art of company
unionism To avoid genuine union
organization and to create competi-
tion among workers in different
cities the big companies have
moved plants from one city to an-
other (for example, departments of
Toledo Chevrolet to Saginaw). The
same vicious fight against organ-
1zed labor 1s going on in other In-
dustries mn this territory. The
goal of the auto manufactuirers 1s
complete elimmation of the bona-
fide unions 1 order to raise their
profits to cven greater heights
than pre-depression levels as 1s
proved by the rise in net profits in
the auto mmdustry

General Motors profits mereased
from $94,769,131 to $167,226,000
m the last year TIor the same
period Chrysler profits soared to
$34,925,819 as compared with $9,-
554,837 i 1934. Durwng this time
wages went down TG,

These small profits were left
after the payment of the bonus
($5,000,000 for General Motors),
offercd as a sop to auto workers to
discourage union organization'

Yes, Detroit 1s leading 1n 1ecov-
ery—for the bosses'

To meet the above conditions we
might have expected that our gen-
eral staff, the Executive Council of
the A F of L. would have realized
the necessity of the A F. of L
adapting 1itself to modern mass
production mndustry and given us
a foirm of organization through
which we should be able to fight
the Wall Street-controlled auto 1n-
dustry of Detioit But no—realiz-
g that the growth of ndustral
unmionism threatened the existence
of the narrow ciaft umons, they
cling to the old craft form of or-
ganization (thus workers 1 onc
shop belonging to diffexent umons),
are still placing their confidence
I goveinment labor boards, and
are rejecting militant action by the
workers

The Executive Council of the
A. F of L, especially in the latest
decisions at its January meeting,
declared war on forward looking
industrial union forces by order-
mg:—

1 Dissolution of “The Commit-

tee for Industrial Orgamszation,”]

which 1s carrying on educational
propaganda for organizing work-
ers 1 mass production industries
into industrial unions and 1t 1s
composed of eight powerful In-
teinational Unions

2. Jurisdiction over auto parts
plants workers given to the Ma-
chimists Union.

3. The Radio Workers Union
denied an industrial union charter
and ordered to go mto the Electri-
cal Workers Union.

4. Truckdrivers 1 Brewery
Workers Union to go mto the
Teamsters Union, this move sup-
porting the drive of the Teamsters
Union which 1s cutting wages in
some cities to force brewery truck-
drivers into the Teamsters, and
thus helping the bosses smash the
Brewery Workers Union!

These decisions, if carried out,
will bring tragic results The
United Automobile Workers Union
wil be destroyed and all sentiment
for orgamization among the auto
workers stopped. The strong Brew-
ery Workers Union will be smash-
ed. They will encourage dual
unionism, bringing disastrous re-
sults (Motor Products strike).
Our trade union movement cannot
survive such ruinous policies. We

They have en-

i must 1esist these decisions

The “Progressive Trade Uwmion-
1wt Club” of Detroit 1s, at the pres-
ent, fighting for the following-

1 Support of the “Committee
for Industrial Orgamzation” with-
m the A I' of L We ask every
progressive trade unionist to rally
more support by intioducing reso-
lutions 1n therr unions backing the
movement for industrial unionism
But we go further.

2 A Labor Party —because the
employers fight us not only in the
shops through their company
unmons and associations but also on
the political ficld through thent Re-
publican and Democratic Parties
We believe the political policy of
the Detroit and Wayne County
Fedeiation of Labor adopted 1n the
last elections (endorsing candidates
for Common Council who wele re-
prescntatives of the real estate
sharks, bankers, and auto manu-
factuiers) was wiong Right afte:
the clections the Common Council
voted agamst labor’s interest in
turning down the Chandler Park
low-cost housing project, denying
employment to thousands of Bldg
Trades workers' This action should
be a real lesson to organized labor
not to have confidence n old pattv
politicians Such “friends of labor”
as former Mayor Muiphy (for

THEATRfE PARTY
or —
WORKERS AGE
THURSDAY, APRIL 2
“SONS OF ROME”
Now Called

Bitter Stream

(Based on
Ignazio Silone’s Fontamara)
at the
CIVIC REPERTORY
103 West 14 Street
SEATS AVAILABLE AT
$1.05 - 80c - 65¢ - 50c and 35c¢

Sccure your tickets from
WORKERS AGE

51 West 14th Street
Call: GRamercy 5-8903 for

reservations

whose candidatuie for governor
our leaders are preparing organ-
1zed labor’s suppoirt) should be op-
posed by labor because he 1s a
representative of a party con-
trolled by the bosscs

Fuither we are for a Labor Par-
ty mitiated m and based on the
t1ade unions, such as the Chicago
and Cook County Labor Party, and
not the so-called Farmei Labo:
Pairty mitiated by disgiuntled old
paity politicians along with self-
appointed leaders for labor

3 We are at all times for demo-
cratic cleetions of officers (Ihillon’s
appointment as M1es of UAW by
Gireen over protest of convention
last Sept), frcedom of discussion
on all subjects related to trade
unonism Only when the members
of the untons are being given 1es-
ponsibility will then orgamzations
2row.

4 The AFL to take the mtiative
m or1ganmizing all unemployed

5 Agamst all kinds of dual
unions whether staited by 1reac-
tionary Job-seckeis or those well-

GOOD TURNOUT IN DETROIT
FOR LOVESTONE MEETINGS

On Tuesday, Maich 10th, Love-
stone spoke on “Europe 1mn Fer-
ment” to a crowded house at the
New Workers School, 9105 Hamul-
ton, recently acquired headquarters
of the C P.O 1n Detroit. He cov-
cred one by one the major powers
of Europe, thewr present manoeuv-
el1s m preparation for mmpending
wat, the role of the different sec-
tions of the mternational working
class Again and again he stressed
the necessity of the adoption of a
cotrect lme by the Communist In-
ternational as the only hope for
the workers to turn the decp world
ensis to then own advantage With
documentary cvidenc: he showed
beyond any doubt the pitfalls into
which the CP of France 1s being
plunged by the application of the
People’s If1ont hine

Much clarification of these and
other 1ssues was brought out in
discussion, particularly of that
very complex and hittle undeistood
phenomenon, the “People’s Fiont ”
Lovestone, 1n answet to a question,
cxplamed to a confused C P. mem-
bor the difference between genuine
Ametrican revolutionary traditions
and then catcature, by the CP

“Resolved, That Permanent Eco-
nomic Securnity for the Amencan
Woikers Can Be Achieved Without
Revolution,” was the subiect of a
debate here on Sunday, March 8
between I Paul Tavlor local ex-
Socralist and Jay Lovestone, as the
(otter commenced his nud-westein
tout The meeting held under the
auspices of the Detioit Open Fo-
1um attracted about 300 people.

meanmg but impatient trade unton-
1sts who are tiymg to find an casy
way out from hard problems
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In opening for the affirmative,
Taylor presented a very much gar-
bled 1dea of evolution, omutting all
reletence to the life and deatn
struggles accompanying the proc-
css and implymg that all will be
well without human offoit  He
spoke of 1evolution as being defi-
nitely oppovsed to evolution

Lovestona pomted out that we
are dealing with conseious human
beings possessing a mind rather
than the jellyfish of which Taylor
had spoken as illustiating the evo-
lutionaty process. Further, the
revolution 1s that pomt mn the
process at which a decision 1s
made, and 1s 1n no way 1n opposi-
tion to evolution 1itself, but 1s ra-
ther a part of it He then outhmed
m clear fashion the application of
this prineiple to the workers strug-
gle leading to the conclusion that
in order to achieve the classless
society the woikers must first of
all smash the state apparatus of
the capitalist class and take power
themselves

Taylor then discarded his beauti-
ful “story of creation” imvolving
the buds and fishes and got down
to business He accused Commu
nists 1n general and Lovestone 1n
patticular of making «et speeches,
teturning for a moment to the ani-
mal kingdom to tell a story about
Jonah and the whale He then told
how a co-opetative galoshes fac-
tory 1n Sweden had put nearly al}
the trustified galoshe factories out
cf Dbusiness Lovestone answered
him in devastating fashion pomting
out how 1n recent strikes in that
country the woikers had been beat-
en and clubbed by the policy of the
Social  Democratic Government
When he asked the audience what
they thought of the idea of setting
up co-operative auto factories to
compete with Hemy Foid there
was a roar of laughter. Agaimn
Lovostone formulated the general
stiategv necessaty for the attam-
ment of power by the woikers, re-
plymg to the chaigz «f a set speech
that he was prepared to reiterate
his stand as often as was necessary
to convince his 1iccipients. The
best Taylo1 could do 1n his final re-
marks was to point to the sphit 1n
the radical groups, incorrectly stat-
ing that the CP O and the Work-
21s Party had merged in the past
vear He did what he could with
a position which 1s becoming more
and more impos-ible to defend and
Lovestone had no difficulty in com-
pletely defeating an utterly false
argument and n offering the only
solution n 1ts place—the Commu-
nist one.
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CAFETERIA

46 GRAHAM AVENUE
Corner Cook St.

The only 100% union house 1n
the neighbothood

PURE FOOD
MODERATE PRICES

“WHERE KNITGOODS
WORKERS MEET”

BRADLEY’'S .-
CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th Street
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