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CIO Leads In |POUM Qusted From Catalan Cabinet;
Japan Rumored Behind Chinese Crisis

Organization

Company Union Men Bolt
to CIO; Auto Union
Challenges GM

While leaders of the American
Federation of Labor are concocting
new schemes to frustrate the ef-
forts of the Committee for Indus-
trial Organization to organize the
mass production industries, the
C10 is proceeding with vigor and
energy to accomplish the latter.

The flat glass workers continue
their strike with active CIO sup-
port and in close cooperation with
the auto workers union which is
affected by the shortage of glass
for auto manufacture. The auto
union also has made detailed plans
for a concerted drive especially

~ainst General Motors.

v the same time the steel drive
is not being allowed to lag. Phil
Murray announced that his Steel
Workers Organizing Committee
has already recruited about 130,000
niembers and that they have just
begun to organize. At the same
time the CIO has done remarkable
work in undermining the system
of company unionism.

Addressing a session of company
union representatives in Pittsburgh
Phil Murray said “The system is
created, conirolled and dominated
by the steel companies to prevent
the healthy deve opment of trade
unionism in the steel plants.”

(Continue on Page 6)

Struggling against the bitter cold] the Fascists, these workers’ mili- - covered slopes of the Guadarrama
that has set in, as well as against| tiamen make their way up the snow | Mountains, north of Madrid.

Business Groups To Work
In “Harmony” With F.D-R.

Manufacturers Association Drops Fight Against
New Deal; Unempleyed Census For “Scientific”
Relief Asked; Berry’s Meet Boycotted

American capitalism summar-
ized the experience of the recent
presidential elections, and made a
sharp turn in “social” policy, both
at the convention of the National
Association of Manufacturers and
at Berry’s Council of Industrial
Progress. Of course, the first, held
in New York, was far more im-
portant since it was attended by
big industry, and was not as ar-
tificial as the government spon-
sored confab run by the intensely
disliked Major.

All newspapers have already not-
ed the great difference between
this year’s conference of the N. A.
of M., where harmony was the
keynote, and those previous con-
ferences where the anti-New Deal
elements of big capital were given
a rostrum. Stressed by every
speaker, especially the keynoter,
Colby Chester, president of the
association and head of General

Foods, was industry’s responsibil-
ity towards the unemployed, to-
wards the “consumer”, and in its
relationship with government and
labor. The clearest indication of
the cause for this new concern for
human welfare, was given by
Wright: “There should be no per-
manent unemployed class in this
country, altho such a class with
vested rights and interests (sic), is
assuming definite shape. Such a
class of unemployed is a menace
to any state.” The gentlemen who

own the industries of this coun-
try are beginning to realize that
Roosevelt’s program is their sur-
est salvation. The Democratic
sweep in the elections signified the
triumph of new policies for the
ruling class. And the National
Association curbed, limited, and
“conservatized” these policies—but
realized that these principles were
the only effective ones in the pres:
ent situation.

Towards this end, the meeting
proposed a national census of the
unemployed, in order to put unem-
ployment relief on a scientific “pay
as you go” basis. Encouragement
was given to the steps taken by
steel, rubber and other industries
to begin propaganda for the won
ders they had created, to win pub-
lic sympathy in the face of the
<orthcoming unionization drives.
General statements, approving cer-
tain social policies of the Admin-
istration, including the Federal
Social Security Act, but always
with certain criticisms and reser-
vations. As the Herald Tribune
(December 13) remarked: “The
speakers’ roll of the convention was
a roster of the Almanach De Gotha
of business—big this time in its
conception of social and national
responsibilities as well as the vol-
ume of its products and vast sums
of invested capital. Not so long
ago, perhaps as recently as just
before the Presidential election.
some of the expressions applauded
from the convention floor would
have been deemed socialistic. Now

they were recognized as accurate

| and appreciative adjustments of

LABOR FORCES
MAYOR’S RETREAT

OWING to protests from or-
ganized labor, Mayor La
Guardia was forced to rescind
an order for office equipment
given to the strike-bound Rem-
ington-Rand Company. Charles
Zimmerman, head of Local 22
of the LL.G.W.U. was the first
to raise the question sharply,
sending a telegram to the May-
or. Julius Hochman alse pro-
tested in the name of the I.L.
G.W.U. Joint Board.

views
world.”

Meeting at the same time, in
Washington, was the Council for
Industrial Progress, long ago
doomed to failure. It is quite like-
ly that the administration knew
that it would be a failure, that
none of the really important in-
dustries would attend. The ques-
tion of prestige, of inner-politics
in playing ball with Berry as the
head of the Labor Non-Partisan
League, and perhaps of using this
council as the medium to push in-
dustry along the lines laid down
by the administration, played a
role in going ahead with the meet-
ing.

Its major achievement seems to
have been the shedding of a few

(Continued on Page 6)

required by a changing

Ryan Splits

Dock Union

Joseph P. Ryan’s answer to Har-
ry Bridges’ arrival on the East
Coast and plea for strike solidarity
was to discharge him as organizer
of the ILLA for the Pacific Coast.
Bridges replied that “if to break
strikes was the way to stay on the
payrofl, I'm glad to be off. I was
elected and not appointed to my
position in the Maritime Federa-
tion, and the workers there will
say what happens to me, not
Ryan.”

In an attempt to further split
the maritime workers moves for
a solid front against the shipping
owners, Ryan announced that he
would set up his own federation, as
approved by the A. F. of L.

A sharp fight took place in the
New York City Central Trades and
Labor Council over the issue of
the seamen’s strike. The progres-
sive forces led by Charles Zimmer-
man of Local 22 strongly opposed
Ryan’s stand on the strike, and
Ryan’s forces nearly provoked a
fist-fight. Ryan railroaded his mo-
tion thru and declared the meeting
adjourned, as usual. Zimmerman
had previously spoken at a Madi-
son Square Garden rally with
Bridges and Curran, contributing
$500 to the strike.

OUR NEW HEADQUARTERS

At last we have moved to larger, more centrally
located, steam-heated headquarters located at

131 West 33rd Street
New York City
At this address are now located the Rivera Murals,
New Workers School, Communist Party (Opposition)

and Workers Age.

Blum Begs Support Of
Big Capital; Pledges
No “Radicalism”

The Workers Party of Marxist
Unity (POUM) was ousted from
the Catalonian government, because
of its insistence upon a revolution-
ary policy. This move 1is the
culmination of weeks of provoca-
tive actions against the POUM,
carried out by the United .Socialist
Party affiliated with the Commu-
nist International The POUM
quickly issued a statement attack-
ing the Communist Party for “this
disloyal maneuver.” It found
strength in the fact that now it
was the only source of a real rev-
olutionary policy, of an indepen-
dent proletarian line.

“Althe it is eliminated (from
the gov’t), its militiamen cannot
be eliminated from the front of
battle. In a word our party cannot
be removed from the political life
of Catalonia and Spain, where it
now represents the revolutionary
vanguard—so much so indeed that
it has become converted into a real
revolutionary party,” the statement
reads.

Nothing else motivates commu-
nist policy but the belief that its
defense of the Soviet Union and
the successful struggle against fas-
cism can best be conducted thru
the people’s front. However high
this motivation may be, it reaches
corresponding depths of falseness.
In its present form of activity, it
is positively dangerous to the pro-
secution of the Spanish revolution.

Whether this forced split in the
defense council is merely a pre-
lude to the suppression of the
POUM remains to be seen.

While Franco still batters hope-
lessly against the proud defenses
of Madrid, growing rumours of an
Anglo-Ttalian pact complicate the
tricky maneuvers of neutrality. The
pact is supposed to constitute a
mutual guarantee for the main-
tenance of the status quo in the

Western Mediterranean. This
means that Italy would not take
over the Baleariec Islands, and

would join Britain in preventing

(Continued on Page 2)

Coal Operators Ask
Forty-Hour Week

Soft coal operators have notified
John L. Lewis that when negotia-
tions for renewal of a contract be-
gin they will insist on a return to
the 40 hour week without any in-
creases in the wages of the min-
ers. The present agreement calls
for a 35 hour week.

The agreement with the bitumin-
ous operators expires on March 31
and negotiations between the Unit-
ed Mine Workers and the coal
operators starts on February 17.

The possibilities for the employ-
ers securing this concession are
extremely slim. The issue is prob-
ably raised for bargaining pur-
poses since the miners will un-
doubtedly demand improvements
in present conditions.

Announcement of a two- dollar
per capita assessment was made
by the Union Mine Workers to
prepare a million dollar “war
chest” to prepare for a possible

coal strike and to aid the C.1.O,
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CATHOLICISM-AN
ALLY OF FASCISM

By SAUL HELD

O student of international af-

fairs today fails to accord to
Catholicism the most penetrating
study and estimation, for, today,
Catholicism has bcome one of the
major agencies, not only for the
world-wide dissemination of fas-
cist ideology but, also, as in Spain,
armed carriers of the fascist
plague.

Desperately the Vatican woos
Hitler in Germany; eagerly it as-
sumes the job of espionage and
agitation for Mussolini’s foreign
office; frantically it attempts, in
the United States, to sell itself to
Wall Street as the bulwark against
Communism.

Vatican and Capitalism

Superficial, indeed, is the parti-
cipant in the labor movement who
concludes that because of the early
experiences of Catholocism in
Italy and Germany, or even pres-
ent frictions in the first, and
stormy battles in the latter, Cath-
olicism is an uncompromising ene-
my of fascism, an ally of the la-
bor movement. Such deluded per-
sons know nothing of the incredi-
ble adaptability of the “crack regi-
ments of Christ”; they are un-
aware of the Vatican’s very re-
cent triumph in forcing Hitler to
compromise in his war on their
institutions; or of their several
vears of active partnership with
Mussolini. Muddled laborites tend
to forget what the Mother Church
never forgets for a split second:
its existence is dependent upon
the survival of capitalism.

As idiotic as it is untruthful is
the attempt of the official Commu-
nists to picture the Church in
Spain as an ally or neutral in the
Spanish class war. Super-efficient
suicide was Earl Browder’s plea
to Mgr. Sheen of Catholic Univer-
eity for free speech, and his cow-
ardly implication that Catholicism
was an historically progressive force
by harking back to the first three
centuries of its existence (thereby
escaping the embarrassment of the
Spanish Inquisition, the drenching
of three continents in blood for
centuries, or today. . . ). Even
conservative charlatans have not
dared to impute love of free speech
to Catholicism!

On September 1, 193€¢ the New
Masses carried an editorial pany-
geric exalting Michae: Williams,
editor of the catholic Commonweal,
as an anti-fascist. This is the
same Williams who wrote in his
book The Catholic Church In Ac-
tion: “The leaders of the new re-
ligion of revolutionary material-
ism, popularly knowu as Marx-
1zn Communisny, of which the dom-
inating center is in Moscow, and
which is organized almost as strict.
ly and logically as Catholicism it-
¢elf, recognizes in the reawakened
ard militant energies of the world-
wide Catholic Church, the chief
and irreconcilable, if not uncon-
Guerable, enemy of its own equal-
ly extensive program of world uni-
ty among mankind.”

Since this was written in 1935
by the foremost “liberal” lay
Catholic propagandist in the na-
tion, it is safe to assume that he
has only a passing snicker for the
pnroffered unity of the People's
Front tactics of the Communists.

In a sense the joke is on Mike for !

he doesn’t know that the Commu-
nists consider the matter not as
a clever maneuver, but as princi-
ples of Communism. While the
frills of subtlety may be lost on
him, he refuses to be duped—not
even by self-duped Communists.
He has too much class-conscious-
ness. Father Coughlin simply
howls with glee at the above men-
tioned Communist stupidity. Social
Justice of Dec. 14th carried this
little poem:

THE POPULAR FRONT

The Communist has shaved his beard.

“No longer will my name be feared,”

e says. 'l have a better stunt;

I work now through the ‘Popular
Front'.”

In Youth and Labor mowvements, he®
Inserts himself industriously;

He hears and sees and speaks no ewil,
But bores in like a busy weewil.

i
But leave the Front and look behind —
There Red reality you'll find ;
The slaves of Russia, bound in chains,
The ruin and bloodshed that is Spain’s.
]
My purpose in these articles is
to present some evidence of the
collusion between Catholicism and
Fascism in Europe, evidence of
Catholicism as a fascist force in
America, so as to set forth in
sharp relief ‘he new political role
of Catholicism.

Swastika and Cross

In Nazi Germany there is an ir-
reconciliable conflict between Cath-
olicsm and Fascism. In the present
situation however, three factors
must be constantly borne in mind:
first, the Church has proven itself
too powerful to be crushed, at
least as far as the immediate fu-
ture is concerned; secondly, the
fascist categorical imperative of a
united nation for war on Commu-
nism, internally and externally,
finds an over-anxious enthusiast in
the Church. And thirdly, the
Church exerts economic pressure
against Hitler’s onslaughts enrag-
ed Catholic farmers who refuse to
deliver produce, “hoard”, or in-
crease production. Hitler was
forced to publicly call a halt to fur-
ther aggressions. There will be no
cessation of conflict, but willy-nil-
ly Hitler will be forced by his war
juggernaut, trembling on founda-
tions of sand, to compromise with
this unwelcome ally.*

The recent eulogistic editorials in
the New York Times, Post, and in
the Jewish and liberal press on
the defiance of Hitler by Catho-
licism deliberately distorted the
meaning of the recent pastoral let-
ters issued in Germany, thereby
creating a totally false picture.
What was eliminated by judicious
quotation and commentary was the
following (I quote two sections of
the pastoral letter of August 30th
read in all Catholic churches):

“Communism and Bolshevism
seek, with satanic drive and ten-
acity, to push forward from East
and West against Germany, as the
heart of Europe. . .. German soli-
darity, therefore, ought not to be
weakened by religious division and
strugg’e. Rather should the pres-
ent tension be eased, religious
peace established, so that our na-

* The press reports Hitler as awarning
Nazi officials against continuing the of-
fensive against the Christian church.

WORKERS AGE

Organ of the National Committee, Communist Party U s. A. (Opposition)

131 West 33rd St New York, N. Y.

Published everv Saturday bv the Workers Age Publishing Assaciation. Sub-
scrintion Rates: $1.00 per vear: $.60 for six months: 5c¢ a copy. Foreign Rates:

$1.50 per vear.

Fntered as second class matter Nov. 5. 1934, ar the Post Office New York. N. Y

under the act of March 3, 1879.

Vol. 5, No. 52.

Saturday, December. 26, 1936.

=

HOW DEMOCRACY
HALTS FASCISM

HAT powerful weapon

against fascism, the Peo-
ple’s Front Government of
France, banned a regional con-
gress of the Croix de Feu, in
Alsace.

So De La Roque held a “din-
ner” instead—lasting all day,
attended by 3,000, and in which
“after dinner-speaking” (i.e. po-
litical discussion) played a maj-
or role.

And while the People’s Front
Government found this quite in
keeping with its “ defense of
democracy”, a heavy force of
the Garde Mobile arrested Com-
munist demonstrators outside
the hall, who were shouting
“Down With La Roque!”

f

tional power of resistance be
strengthened and steeled so that
later not only a Europe cleansed
of Bolshevism, but a whole saved
civilized world may offer thanks.’

“If Spain fell to Bolshevism, the
destiny of Europe would be finally
settled, but the issue would be
grave. Who runs can read what
would be the duty of our people
and Fatherland. May our Fuehr-
er with God’s help succeed in solv-
ing this heavy task, undismayed
and with the fullest co-operation
of all citizens! Not struggle
against the Catholic Church, but
peace and concord with it, in or-
der to deal effectively with Bol-
shevism, . . .”

Let the poor Sons of Israel who
read the press of the wealthy, gut-
less ones, ponder on Catholicism’s
readiness to wage war with Hitler
on Bolshevism, and the inevitable
corollary—more war on the Ger-
man jewry, “the agents of Mos-
cow”’!

As the Nazi death-machine
speeds closer to the brink of war
it will establish closer, more amic-
able ties with the Vatican. The
evidence is already in the realm of
the factual: On Dec. 2nd, the Reich
Youth Administration admitted
that the Catholic youth organiza-
tions could remain providing they
concerned themselves solely with
religion. Equally significant was
the statement of Reich youth lead-
er, Baldur von Schirach: “I have
no intention of erecting pagan al-
tars in German forests or intro-
ducing to Germany’s youth any
sort of Wotan cult. On the con-
trary, let every one serve that re-
ligious conviction which he can
justify before his conscience.”

Eloquent testimony indeed as to
the power of Catholicism in Ger-
many. Even mortal enemies will
declare a truce in order to wage
war on a common foe. Note how
speedily the Pope’s tirades against
Bolshevism follow on the last echo
of Hitler’s ravings.

Blackshirts and Black Robes

It is related in the life of St.
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the
Order of Jesuits, that he nearly
killed a Moor on one occasion be-
cause the Moor said that the Bless-
ed Virgin had other children be-
sides Jesus. But times change and
the “priests of the bloody faith”
spur on the Moors (infidels, etern-
ally consigned to Hell in Catholic
theology) to the slaughter of tens
of thousands of Catholics in Spain.
During the conquest of Ethiopia
by Mussolini the Vatican applaud-
ed fascism’s civilizing mission in
the extermination of armies which
contained thousands of followers
of the coptic rite, the African ver-
sion of Catholicism. And lest we
forget the generic background of
this holy Catholic practice, the ex-
sesuit priest Boyd Barrett long
ago informed us in his book, While
Peter Sleeps, that during the World
War “Priests were authorized to
fight gun in hand, in the trenches.
French priests in particular took
their places side by side with other
poilus and shot and bombed and
bayoneted their fellow-men. They
fought as they claimed not for the
glory of their religion alone but
also for the love of their country.”

Nowadays one occasionally
sights a spark of friction between
the Vatican and Mussolini but it
is hurriedly extinguished. Togeth-
er Mussolini and the Vatican pack
have learned of the precariousness
of keeping the lid clamped down
upon Vesuvius. Compromise and
cooperation were imperative for
mutual survival.

Wherever Mussolini weaves his
network of intrigue for blackest
reaction there will you find the
black-robed inquisitors in the front
ranks. Italy’s war on Britain in
the lands bordering the Mediter-
ranean has enlisted the Vatican as
an adjunct to its foreign office.
Writing from Jerusalem, July 8th,
1936, to The Nation, Albert Viton,
revealed in this connection:

“For the last two years Italy
has been making extensive prep-
arations in the Arab world for the
inevitable struggle for power. A
huge net of Italian schools extends
from Tripoli to the border of Tur-
key from the Mediterranean to the
Arabian Sea; it has been woven
by Mussolini’s agents, OFTEN IN
COOPERATION WITH THE VA-
TICAN. Their pupils are taught
that Mussolini is the savior of the
world, and their ideas cannot be
distinguished from those of the
Italian fascist youth whose uni-
forms they wear. Every year a
few thousand boys are taken to
italy for two months military
training. The innumerable Italian
hospitals in Egypt, Palestine, Syria
and especially the one in Amman,
the capital of Trans-Jordania, are
active centers of propaganda.

“EVEN THE VATICAN HAS
HARNESSED ITSELF TO MUS-
SOLINT'S WAR CHARIOT. The
Pope’s Italian representatives here

have been so faithful to the Palaz-

POUM Ousted From Catalan Cabinet

(Continued from Page 1)
Germany from taking over what
is now Spanish Morocco.

* * *

In China, Chiang Kai-shek re-
mains a prisoner of Marshal
Chang. preventing the besieging of
Sian-fu. Again the Soviet diplo-
mats made a grievous error, when,
in dissassociating themselves from
the Chinese Communist Party, they
announced that “the unity of the
Chinese people can be achieved
thru the Nanking government”
(i.e. thru and not against Chiang
Kai-shek).

Both England and the United
States are worried about the pos-
sible implications of the young

Attention!

Due to unforseen difficulties the
article by Sam Adams announced
last week is not being published in

this issue.—The Editor.

Marshal’s reputed demands for a
war against Japan and unity with
Soviet Russia. The New York Tri-
bune and Times, authoritative
mouthpieces of American imperial-
ism, find that while Nanking’s rule
has not been of the best (i.e. lean-
ing too much towards Japan) still
Chang is not to be trusted.
* * *

The complete unmasking of the
people’s front government of France
was consummated this week by
Finance Minister Auriol’s appeal
for the support of French capital
for military funds promising, in
return, no radical measures. P. J.
Philip, comments, (N. Y. Times,
December 20th), on the total col-
lapse of the demands of the So-
cialists and Communists for “mak-
ing the rich pay”: “It is all very
well when one is on the opposition
bench to declare that the rich must
pay and, if not, a capital levy will
be resorted to. Things look differ-
ent from behind the desk of the
Finance Minister. ... "”

Frisco Labor
Prepares For
Mooney Drive

Officially appointed delegates
from the San Francisco Labor
Council, the Alameda County La-
bor Council, the San Francisco
Building Trades Council and 53 re-
presentatives from 37 local labor
unions met December 6th, for the
purpose of following up mandates
laid down at the recent conven-
tions of the California State Fed-
eration of Labor and of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor with re-
gard to the fight for freedom being
waged by the internationally fam-
ous labor prisoners, Tom Mooney
and Warren Billings.

The resolution with regard . to
Mooney and Billings adopted by
the California State Federation at
its recent Sacramento Convention
requested all local unions in Cali-
fornia “to immediately form in
their respective communities, Moo-
ney-Billings defense committees to
raise necessary funds and receive
donations to this cause, all of
which are to be transmitted to the
stewardship of the San Francise
Labor Council.”

A resolution calling upon the
Executive Council of the Califor-
nia State Federation of Labor to
call upon the International Unions
throughout the country for finan-
cial support was unanimously
adopted. This resolution was in
conformity with the action taken
at the A. F. of L. Convention at
Tampa.

zo Chigi that an open split has de-
veloped between the Italian dig-
nitaries and the French mission-
u«ries who watch with misgiving
this subservience of the church to
the state. In the Holy City, for
example, the Italian Patriarch has
threatened with ex-communication
every Catholic daring to enter the
Y.M.C.A. because in his opinion it
is a Protestant missionary organi-
zation, and an English propaganda
institution to boot. But this edict
does not prevent the French head
of the local Franciscan College
from continuing to be, secretly of
course, on the best terms with the
Y.M.C.A. EVEN MORE GLAR-
ING HAS BEEN THE CONFLICT
AT AMMAN. WHERE LA RAUX,
THE REPRESENTATIVE OF
TH SOCIETY OF JESUS, OPEN-
ACCUSED THE PAPAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE, GINIL OF BEING
AN AGENT OF MUSSOLINI’'S
FOREIGN OFFICE AND OF
CARRYING ON PRO-ITALIAN
PROPAGANDA IN SCHOOLS”.
(our emphasis).

For the Vatican these tasks are
labors of love. Aware that Ital-
ian fascism sits on a tinder-box
at home, it is a matter of self-
preservation that urges it to sup-
port Mussolini. So the Vatican
stakes all in its support. There is
also that alluring picture of an
Italian triumph and the Arabic-
speaking peoples (and others) be-
coming ‘converts” to Catholicism.
With the Vatican’s stranglehold on
Spain broken, with Peter’s Pence
and other sums from Germany no
longer flowing into Rome, with
the waning of the Mother Church’s
power elsewhere — what better
prospect than a possible recouping
of lost fortunes with Mussolini!
Toward England the Vatican nur-
tures an old, deep-going hatred
that cries for revenge.

* L] *

This is the first in a series of articles

on the Catholic Church.

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
Hamilton Branch
Classes every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at L.O.F. Hall
Main and Ferguson Avenues
Hamilton, Ontario
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Break of Negroes With GOP
Is Factor in F.D.R. Victory

By JAY LOVESTONE

N the last election we witnessed a breaking down of the bases of

previous party alignments.

It is true, the forces operating for

political realignment have been at work for some years. Yet, this pro-
cess had not reached so significantly high a point until the Roosevelt-

Landon contest.

Forcefully indicative of this breaking down of old bases of voting
support is the marked shift of the Negro vote from

the G.0.P.—-“the party of Lincoln”—to the party of
Roosevelt, but yesterday only the party of slavery to
This switch of allegiance was

millions of Negroes.

manifested in the North and in the South.
the turn was comparatively
feebly registered because of specific Southern rea-

latter tier of states,

sons.

Bourbons Needed Negro Vote
In general the new Negro voting position was oc-
casioned both in the North and in the South by the
fear of these poor masses that a victory for Landon

In the

YR

Guess Who

would spell the erd of even meagre relief possibili-

ties. However, it is my opinion that in the South there are additional
reasons to be noted. At the Philadelphia convention, the Democratic
Party decided to drop the two-thirds rule for nomination and to ap-

portion state delegates to future
basis of total populatior but rather
secured at the polls. Given this
decision the Southern Bourbons
(white, of course) find themselves
in a new position. They can no
longer dominate the conventions
thru virtual veto power in the
choice of Democratic Party stand-
ard-bearers.

At the same time, they desire
and plan to wield maximum in-
fluence in the party upper circles
and lower ranks. Therefore, there
is but one road open to them. This
is: raise the total popular Demo-
cratic vote to the highest levels.
In the South, this means to allow
and, perforce of circumstances and
self-interest, even encourage the
Negroes to vote—for the Demo-
cratic Party.

With the Lincoln myth ever-
more threadbare, this is an in-
creasingly less difficult task. Here
we must also not disvegard the fact
that in the twelve Southern states
—the great “historic stronghold
of states’ rights” the federal gov-
ernment supplied 91.8% of the di-
rect relief and “the states them-
selves furnished only 8.2% of the
relief funds from their own re-
sources.”

Farley and his bosses approach-
ed the Negro vote possibilities with
wide open eyes. Months before the
elections, Congressman Arthur
Mitchell of Illinois—the first
Democratic Negro member of the
House—delivered an address which
the Congressional Record noted
“was greeted with prolonged ap-
plause, with all Democrats stand-
ing” (my emphasis). What did
Mitchell say that brought the
Southern Congressmen to their feet
in cheering for a Negro? In part
he declared:

“For more than fifty years my
people have been almost solidly
registered in the Republican Par-
ty. It is only during the past four
or five years that Negroes have
found that the Democratic Party is
a safe place to live and vote. . .

“T have just done some work for
the National Democratic Party. I
have been busy compiling statis-
tics to be used in this campaign,
and I find that in 23 states, where
we expect to wage a campaign for
Negro votes, where Negroes are
permitted to vote, and where their
votes are counted, we have more
than 2,400,000 Negroes who can
vote in this election.

“We expect to wage a campaign
and to show the Republican Party
that has abused the Negroes more
than it has abused this country,
that we stand politically emanci-
pated, and we are going to give
the Democratic Party and the

quadrennial conclaves not on the
on the basis of total party strength

great President that I love so
dearly the largest vote that any
Negro group has ever /given a
President of the United States.”

Democrats Win Negroes

Mitchell was neither bluffing nor
dabbling in rosy prophecies, as
can be seen from the election re-
sults. In the December 1936 is-
sue of Opportunity, Mr. Earl
Brown makes some timely revela-
tions about “How the Negro voted
in the Presidential Election.” Here
we are told:

“It was predicted that the Ne-
groes would vote more than ever
before in the recent election. They
did. It is estimated that approxi-
mately 2,000,000 of them went to
the polls on Election Day. . .

‘“Equally as important as the
size of the Negro vote is the fact
that for the first time since the
passage of the Fifteenth amend-
ment the majority of the colored
people voted for a Democratic
Presidential candidate. . . .

“The increased political activi-
ty of the Negro in the South dur-
ing the last three years and par-
ticularly during the campaign is
probably the most important pe-
litical movement among the Ne-
groes since the Reconstruction per-
iod. . . More Negroes voted in that
section this year than since Re-
construction. In Memphis nearly
fifty percent of the Negro voters
voted for Roosevelt; in Durham
and Raleigh over four thousand
colored voters went to the polls
and most of them supported Roose-
velt. In South Carolina, it is al-
leged that a few liberal white peo-
ple urged some Negroes to vote.
. .. Meantime. there has been lit-
tle or no opposition to the Negroes
political activities in Dixie by the
whites. . .

“If certain good political por-
tents are discernible in the South,
they are even more so in the
North, for it is in this section that
the race definitely broke away
from the shackles of single-party-
ism on Election Day.”

“Danger”—For Capitalism
Of the seventeen Negroes elect-
ed to state assemblies in nine
states, twelve are Democrats. Five
of the latter are in the erstwhile
rock-ribbed Republican Pennsyl-
vania. In New York the Negroes

voted Democratic four to one.
Let no one think that the solid
South is now solidly for the Ne-
groes exercising their right of
franchise. But the edifice of re-

action is much weakened at its

foundation, thanks in no small
measure, to some consequences
(not always sought or welcomed)
of the New Deal. Anticipating a
bitterly fought election and pre-
paring for a smashing victory,
Farley saw to it that the Negro
press with a circulation of 298,000
was lined up for Roosevelt. Sup-
porting Landon were papers with
a circulation of but 81,000. Here
was a New Deal in more ways than
one—for some editors.

Of course, there are tremend-
ous potentialities involved in this
new trend amongst the Negro mass-

¥ | es. In our present discussion, how-
\ |ever, we are concerned only with

the facts of the phenomenon, its

‘| why and wherefore rather than its
.| probable consequences and possible
i | import—socially and politically.

Farmers Shift to FDR

Another indication of the break
down of old bases for party align-
ments is the steadying and hard-
ening of support amongst the
farmers for the Democratic Par-
ty. Here we have a rude shak-
ing up of erstwhile Republican
fortresses. Basically, this shift is
rooted in the changed position of
agriculture in American economy.
In the immediate sense, there can
be no doubt that the vast subsidies
given to the rural sector by the
New Deal have brought ringing
support of Roosevelt by the farm
voters.

But few words are necessary in
underscoring the importance of the
giant government 'machine as a
factor in bringing on a Roosevelt
avalanche. Whether it be WPA
or PWA, it spelled the same in
vote-getting. Cold cash has a
warming effect on people who
dread hunger and cold—especial-
ly on those who have tasted both
and who have been somewhat re-
lieved by government checks.

G.0.P. Blunders

Finally, a primary factor mak-
ing for the Roosevelt sweep was
the very strategy, the very lead-
ership of the Republican Party.
Republican mistakes made very
many Democratic votes. Only the
most politically purblind could
fail to see that the Republican
strategy should have been to util-
ize the 1936 elections as a sort of
organization campaign to prepare
the ground for a 1940 victory.
Operating on the illusion that there
was a real chance of winning in
1936, Hamilton played a desperate
game, flirting with the scum of
American politics and thus insur-
ed a major debacle instantly as
well as going a long way to ruin
the chances of the Republican
Party in 1940.

It is the total failure of the open

“Black Chauvinism”

BY STEPHEN CUNNINGHAM

Carter Godwin Woodson is an
able writer on the Negro question.
His latest volume* is most effec-
tive in its assemblage of French,
English, and American authorities.
The index is shop-made; many of
the pages carry incorrect -cita-
tions.

That Africa is a land without
history is the common belief of
American school children. The
specific drive to retard the Negro
reaches into every school and col-
lege. The American system does
not want the Negro freed. Pride
in ancestry would go far in arous-
ing the Negro from his lethargy.
Meanwhile American churches and
schools are sending missionaries
to Africa. With the exception of
a few Negro missionaries like
Max Yergan, most of these Bible-
packers are salesmen. In Liberia,
the American protectorate, the en-
tire church and diplomatic service
is in the employ of the Firestone
rubber interests.

Black Chauvinism

Dr. Woodson, however, is an
idealist who leans heavily towards
Black Chauvinism. “Chauvinism”
has been strained in our commu-
nist lingo, but for descriptive pur-
poses, no other word is better. Dr.
Woodson’s tendency to attribute
every backward movement in Afri-
ca to the “white” world leads him
to disregard that period in Afri-
can life when color prejudice had
not developed to the efficient Nor-
dic level. Certain African per-
iods of change indicate mass move-
ments, wars, and pestilences that
hampered the development further
of advanced groups.

To* understand Dr. Woodson’s
chauvinism is not difficult. A life
marred by oppression and social
isolation breeds an excessive de-
velopment of race pride and pre-
judice. The hatred that Dr. Wood-
son expresses for white Americans
who defame Negro character is un-
derstandable. Those who are fam-
iliar with the cheap Negro-baiting
now emanating from the pens of
the ancient Mark Sullivan and the
over-rated Dorothy Thompson will
grasp more quickly the similarity
between anti-Negro tactics and
those kept in motion against the
Jews by Hitler and his henchmen.

Dr. Woodson’s work redounds in
many unnecessary errors. In mat-
ters of history and education, he
is inclined to rank himself above
all others in a sort of prima-don-
na fashion. For example, Dr. Wood-
son draws heavily on W. E. B.
DuBois’ writings on similar ques-
tions, but gives the better-known
author a series of backhand slaps.
In matters of the color of the Afri-
can primitive races, he is inclined
to repaint every polyglot African

¥ The African Backgrounds Outlined,
or Hlandhook for the Study of the
Negro. By Carter Woodson. Associa-
tion for the Study of Negro Life and

(Continued on Page 6)

History, 1936.

THE LAND

OF PLENTY |

This woodcut, by Lucien-
ne Bloch was one of the out-
standing prints in the Amer-
ican Artists Congress Ex-
hibit. One hundred prints
were exhibited simultaneous-
ly in thirty cities during De.-
cember. The theme of the
show was “America: 1936”.

“The Land of Plenty”, is
the title of this cut. In the
midst of luxuriant corn fields
and the latest phases of rur-
al electrification is a share-
cropper and his family wan-
dering aimlessly — ragged
and hungry.

group in the direct reverse of the
modern “white” man’s notion.
White chauvinism rates “white”
at the top, and “black” at the bot-
tom. Dr. Woodson fairly stands
on his head to view the scale in
the opposite alignment. The author
puts his black at the top in every
instance, leaving the far more nu-
merous mixed-races scuffling
around for a place in the sun. His
whites are all sinners.

Dr. Woodson very frequently ac-
cuses white writers of racial bias
—there is little doubt of it in this
field. “If they (the whites) do not
find ‘white’ men on the ground
they search for some tradition or
legend to give that race credit for
all progress in Africa”. (Page 47,
footnote). But he proceeds to dig
up his own non-essential narrow-
ness: “. . . The Negro is a born
worker . . . The Africans brought
to America did not have to be made
to work as did the unprofitable
white indentured servants and un-
tractable Indians who could not
live up to the tempo set by the ex-
ploiters of the New World. . .”
(Page 171).

“Better Slaves”

There is no reason why forced
labor should have appealed to the
Indians. America was their land,
and all Indian civilization was not
backward. The much maligned
poor whites had probably been
worn out before they were shipped
here. English capitalism exploit-
ed white Englishmen in the same
manner that America exploited the
blacks. Marx cites the opinion of
19th Century English liberals:
“ ... The system . . . is one of
unmitigated slavery, socially, mor-
ally, physically, spiritually. . . We
declaim against the Virginia and
Camolina cotton planters. Is their
black-market, their lash, and their
barter of human flesh more de-
testable than this slow sacrifice of
humanity which takes place in or-
der that veils and collars may be
fabricated for the benefit of capi-
talists 7”7 (Capital. Page 246, Vol.
I. E. & C. Paul, translation. Every-
man’s Library).

The weakness of many Ameri-
can Negro scholars is revealed in
their tendency to deride exploited
white slaves, instead of striving
to make common cause with them.
The explanation of this basic class
error among the present generation
of Negro intellectuals can be ex-
plained by a casual perusal of Dr.
Woodson’s appended ‘“Important
Events and Dates in Negro His-

tory: November 26. Andrew C.
Carnegie, Philanthropist, Born
1835”!

The tendency to indulge in Black
Chauvinism creeps out again, for
Dr. Woodson is a Stark Young and
Claude Bowers reversed in ebony.
The dreaming white Southerners
have counted far too many glories
in the old South, while Dr. Wood-
son rants rhapsodically over the
transplanted Africans. . . “Brought
into a new country the Negroes

. never developed toward vul-
canism as have done the European
settlers who have come in this
country as a result of social and
political upheavals in which they
have participated. While the lat-
ter came seeking an asylum from
wrongs which they have suffered
they have readily afflicted others
with the evils from which they
tried to escape. The Negroes, on
the other hand, have never resort-
ed to force except in seif-defense
or self-preservation from evils
which their uprisings were intend-
ed to correct. In freedom the Ne-
gro has still lived up to this ideal
of being a law-abiding citizen. He
did not throw bombs; he did not
start riots; he does not engage in
lynchings; he has never assassi-
nated a high public functionary or
tried to overthrow the govern-
ment.” (Page 168).

(Continued on Page 6)
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‘LEFT’ FASCISTS AND
THE COMINTERN

By WILL HERBERG

EVELOPMENTS in the world

communist movement in the
last three years have been so rapid
and spectacular—changes so start-
ling, transformations so complete
and yet so suddenly executed—that
our capacity for surprise seems
just about exhausted, leaving us
in a sort of permanent state of
political shell-shock. Yet there is
now taking place before our very
eyes a shift in the policy of the
Communist International in the
struggle against fascism so far-
reaching in its implications and
consequences that even the coali-
tion-socialism of the People’s
Front pales into insignificance be-
side it.

In the October 24 issue (vol. 16,
no. 48) of the International Press
Correspondence, official bulletin of
the Communist International, there
are two documents that lay down
in most precise form the funda-
mental nature of this new depart-
ure: (1) an article by Walter
(“For the Reconciliation of the
German People”) elaborating the
political line of the recent mani-
festo of the central committee of
the Communist Party of Germany,
and (2) a resolution of the central
committee of the Communist Par-
ty of Italy, headed: “Reconcilia-
tion of and Unity Among the Ital-
ian People.” Both declarations
have the merit of plain speaking
and no evasion, and between them
they provide a clear picture of
the new approach in all its as-
pects.

1. The anti-fascist struggle in
Germany and Italy is not directed
against capitalism in its last and
most decadent and hence its most
barbarous and ruthless form, not
against the reactionary bourgeoisie
of monopolist finance-capital, not
even against fascism as the open
tho indirect dictatorship of this
bourgeoisie, but against — the
“three thousand millionaires who
rule Germany”, the “upper ten
thousand”, the “armament profit-
eers”, etc.—and this not in an agi-
tational appeal or leaflet but in a
fundamental political declaration
of the Communist Party!

2. In this struggle, it is abso-
lutely necessary to unite the peo-
ple of all classes; above all is it
necessary to effect the reconcilia-
tion of fascists and anti-fascists, to
halt the conflict between the two
and to replace hostility by a new
relation of “confident cooperation”.

“The Communist Party of Ger-
many replies . . . by calling for
the RECONCILIATION OF THE
ANTI-FASCIST AND THE NA-
TIONAL-SOCIALIST (i.e., Nazi.
W.H.) MASSES ... The vital in-
terests of the German people de-
mand that the non-National So-
cialists offer a brotherly hand to
the National Socialist masses in
order that, instead of hatred, there
should be confident cooperation in
the fight for peace, freedom and
well-being.”

And:

“At the present moment, the
policy of the party (C.P.L) can
be summed up in the following
words: RECONCILIATION AND
UNITY OF THE ITALIAN PEO-
PLE, OF THE FASCISTS AND
NON-FASCISTS. . . .” (Emphasis
here and in other quotations from
the original.)

3. In order to effect this unity
and cement this alliance of fas-
cists and anti-fascists, it is neces-
sary to “adopt as our own” the
original program of fascism, to
popularize it and to make it the
basis of the anti-fascist struggle—
and this is entirely possible because
the original fascisl program is
really quite progressive in char-
acter.

“In order to facilitate the fratern-
jzation of all Italians, in order to

untite all efforts for freedom in
the country, the C.P. of Italy DE-
CLARES THAT IT ADOPTS AS
ITS OWN THE FASCIST PRO-
GRAM OF 1919, WHICH IS A
PROGRAM OF FREEDOM, AND
IS DETERMINED TO FIGHT
FOR IT.”

“The appeal of the Communist
Party of Germany calls upon the
German people to keep together,
TO TAKE THE NATIONAL-SO-
CIALIST LEADERS AT THEIR
WORD, to enforce the realization
of those former demands of the
National Socialist Party which are
in the interests of the people.”

4. The rank and file of the fas-
cist movement, so far from being
the backward, demoralized, ideo-
logically corrupted and politically
debauched elements hitherto al-
leged, are really fine, upstanding,
progressive fellows.

“How different the course of the
coming crisis will be if all the an-
ti-reactionary, freedom-loving, pro-
gressive forces work fraternally
together. . . . if anti-fascist and
National-Socialist toilers fight
shoulder to shoulder together for
the demands of the people.”

the fascist organizations can be
looked to as allies of the anti-fas-
cist movement; they must, under
certain circumstances, be support-
ed by the anti-fascists.

“Many anti-fascists still regard
the minor National Socialist offi-
cials as ‘little Hitlers’. .. Of course,
there are many corrupt elements,
many Storm-Troopers and Nazi of-
ficials who yesterday fought
against us with weapons in hand;
but they are against the employ-
ers who insist on being masters in
their factory, they are against the
privileges of the rich, against the
old reactionaries, they want the
old social demands of the Nation-
al Socialist Party to be carried
out.”

And:

“The party (C.P.L) sets all
communists and points out to all
politically advanced elements the
following tasks: (a) . .. to SUP-
PORT those fascist leaders who
are striving to take on the de-
fence of the general or partial in-
terests of the masses of the peo-
ple. .. ; TO JOIN THESE LEAD-
ERS in order to push them in the
direction of independent action of
the masses. . . ”

6. It is quite possible to convert
the fascist “unions” and other fas-
cist mass organizations into ef-
fective instruments of the prole-
tarian class struggle. The fas-
cist “unions” can be utilized by the
workers to extort gains from the
employers and they must, there-
fore, be regarded as essentially
genuine working class organiza-
tions, presumably to be consolidat-
ed and strengthened. By direct im-
plication, the effort to build up
a free trade union movement un-
derground to be abandoned as fu-
tile and unnecessary.

“THE FASCIST TRADE
UNIONS CAN BE AN INSTRU-
MENT IN THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE EMPLOYERS...
THEREFORE THEY MUST BE
REGARDED AS THE TRADE
UNIONS OF THE WORKERS IN
THE PRESENT SITUATION IN
ITALY.”

And:

“The fascist trade unions can,
even under the totalitarian fascist
regime, enable the masses to win
considerable victories, to change
the relations of power in their fav.
or and later render possible a de-
velopment of the whole labor move-
ment.”

“It is becoming more and more
clear to the anti-fascists that it is
possible to get the masses of the
workers to act unitedly only if
their demands are put forward le-
gally in the Labor Fromt...”

; munists. .
5. Even the lower officialdom of
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7. The underlying aim and ob-
jective of the whole anti-fascist
struggle is the reestablishment of
bourgeois (parliamentary) democ-
racy—no far-reaching social or
economic aims are even contem-
plated.

“For the overthrow of Hitler,
for a democratic republic in Ger-
many.”

“The C.P. of Italy . . . regards
the aim of its general political ae-
tivity in the present period the
winning of democracy.”

Such is the new dispensation!
Although it appears in its most
consistent and logically elaborated
form primarily when applied to
countries like Germany and Italy.
where fascism is now in the sad-
dle, this orientation has already
achieved definite expression else-
where as well, even in the United
States. The thoroly fascist char-
acter of the Coughlin movement in
this country has been generally
recognized by all observers. Yet,
in the September issue of The
Communist, we came upon the fol-
lowing editorial statement of pol-
icy:

“Fascism in the United States
has taken another step in the direc-
tion of building for itself a mass
movement. That was what Cough-
lin undertook at the Cleveland
convention of the National Union
for Social Justice. . . For the com-
. the task is clear. Sys-
tematic work in the umts of the
N.U.S.J. becomes a task of first-
rate importance, . . Of equal im-
portance is the struggle within the
N.U.S.J. for a program of imme-
diate partial demands and legis-
lative measures that will incor-
porate the original 16 principles
of the organization which Cough-
lin has abandoned and betrayed.
+ .. Our task is . to win them
(the units of the N.U.S.J.—W.H.)
for common action with lecal and
congressional farwer-labor ftorces
in the putting forth of joint can-
didates.”

Is not this attitude exactly the
same, point by point, as the new
orientation of the German and Ital-
ian Communist Parties outlined
above? The idea of converting
fascist organizations into instru-
ments of proletarian class strug-
gle, the notion of appropriating
the “original” fascist program for
“our own”, and the rest—are they
not all here in just so many words?
The mere fact that the Coughlin
movement is today of no serious
importance in this country should
not blind us to this fundamental
identity and to the grave menace
behind it.

Every healthy political instinct,
every decent sentiment in the class
conscious worker, rises in revolt
against this whole monstrous con-
struction. And this naturally
makes calm, critical analysis al-
most impossible. Yet such analysis
is essential if we are ever
to get at the root of the canker
that is gnawing away at the very
vitals of the world communist
movement. In subsequent articles
1 intend to subject the new orien-
tation of the Communist Interna-
tion to just such a sober ecri-
tical examination with the double
object of demonstrating its utter
falsity and the great inherent dan-
gers as well as of indicating clear-
ly .its broader implications in the
general strategical scheme of the
Communist International today.
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POUM PRESSES FOR
LAND COLLECTIVES

This article is reprinted from the
Now. 25 issue of THE SPANISH
REVOLUTION, English bulletin of
the Workers Party of Marxist Unity
(POUM).

* * *
AST Sunday, November 15th,
an important gathering took
place in Barcelona. This was a
meeting called by the P.0.U.M.
(Workers Party of Marxist Unity)
to discuss the land question and
to lay the foundation for a new
agrarian program. The slogans
which are to be pressed by our
party and solutions to various
problems were under discussion. In
the face of present developments
in the social and economic life of
Catalonia, it is vitally necessary to
adopt a definite line of action with
regard to our agrarian policy. The
meeting was well attended and in-
cluded delegations from over fifty
different villages. The debate
turned largely upon the social
question of the distribution of the
land.

After a prolonged study, the
Agrarian Commission of our party
has adopted a program for the so-
lution of the land question. The
report as finally approved, con-
tained the following points.

1. All land property should be
nationalized.

2. Socialization should be in the
hands of the Peasant Unions,
through their general organization.

3. The socialist land should be
distributed for cultivation accord-
ing to the needs of the peasants
who have been working it.

4. The present small proprie-
tors should continue to work the
land which they have been culti-
vating, no peasant, however, being
allowed to hold more land than he
and his family can till.

5. The peasants should own the
fruits of their labors, the only in-
termediaries between the producer
and the consumer being the Unions
and the Cooperatives.

6. The collectivisation of the
land should be encouraged and
technical and economic assistance
provided.

7. Realising that education plays
an important part in achieving col-
lective lcultivation we urge ‘the
creation of model farms which
should be provided with modern
technical equipment in order to de-
monstrate the superiority of sci-
entific cooperation over individual
cultivation,

The agrarian secretariat of the
P.O.U.M. is to be reorganized in
order to guide our members and
the peasant masses in general ac-
cording to this program.

This draft having been definite-
ly approved and accepted as a
thesis the Party accordingly declar-
ed that it would be effective
throughout Spanish territory and
would serve as the basis for a pro-
gram dealing with the agrarian
question in the regions around Ca-
talonia.

Importance of Land Problem

Finally, the reconstruction of the
agrarian secretariat of the P.O.
U.M., was carried out, representa-
tives being appointed from the fol-
lowing districts: Lerida, Tarra-
gona, Gerona, City of Barcelona,
Barcelona District, Levante, and
Aragon., Comrade Armengol was
appointed permanent secretary.

During the course of the after-
noon, the above-mentioned com-
‘mission held its first meeting, and
expressed points of view with re-
gard to its future action.

We do not have to insist on the
importance of the land problem to
the future of our revolution. The
solution of this problem must pre-
serve the alliance between the
workers and the peasants, without
which the revolution would be lost.
We are not among those who are
confused by the vacillations, the
disorders and the mistakes that
characterize the present situation,

and always accompany a period of
deep social change such as we now
are living through. But it is the
duty of a revolutionary party to
return all its forces toward direct-
ing the spontaneous action of the
masses; we must direct this action
to concrete achievements which
satisfy the aspirations of the peo-
ple. We must strengthen the new
social order and save it from the
dangers which threaten it.

We do not vacillate in proclaim-
ing that it would lead to catastro-
phe to continue the state of af-
fairs now prevailing in a good part
of the Catalan country-side. Un-
der the policy of forced collectiv-
ization, practiced Ly some irrespon-
sible terrorist groups, the confi-
dence of the peasants is under-
mined. This will end in their re-
fusal to sow and cultivate; it will
end in hostility toward the new
order on the part of a very im-
portant section of the population,
which is now struggling with us
against fascism and demonstrating
unquestioned sympathy for the
workers revolution.

Against Forced Collectivization

In short this policy of forced
collectivization of land is counter-
revolutionary, because it destroys
the indispensable alliance between
workers and peasants, undermin-
ing the foundations of our econ-
omy, threatening the country with
hunger and misery, and creating a
social atmosphere quite contrary
to the cause which we defend. This
state of affairs must be ended.
It is a question of honor for the
workers organizations to see that
this is done. The progress of the
revolution and the needs of the
struggle demand it. We have stat-
ed that without exception it will be
necessary to respect the work of
the small cultivators, and we can-
not consent to let our solemn prom-
ise be converted into a passing
word.

Therefore, a clear and definite
agrarian policy is necessary. With
this conviction, our party has tak-
en an important step, presenting
in its recent agrarian cowuference
the basis of an intelligent policy,
capable of solving the present
agrarian situation. It is the duty
of all our militants, especially in
the agricultural regions, to turn
their careful attcntion to this prob-
lem, working untiringly, propagat-
ing the program of the P.0.U.M.
among the peasants and putting
themselves on tueir side defending
th'em against counter-revolution-
aries.

DAILY PAPER NOW
ISSUED BY POUM

Despite severe restrictive meas-
ures against the POUM, because
of its revolutionary, anti-People’s-
front policy, it has just begun to
publish a daily paper. “The Red
Fighter” a periodical started as an
organ of the POUM militia fight-
ing on the Alcarria front, has been
converted into a daily paper. It
has already reached a circulation
of 35,000 primarily among the mi-
litia at the front.

The leadership of the POUM is
also strengthening its forces in
Madrid with the sending of Gorkin
and Andrade from Barcelona. A
shock battalion has been organized
by the POUM in Madrid. This bat-
talion is led by Mica Eschebehere
whose husband was killed while at
the head of a motorized column
during fighting on the Siguenza
front.
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ZJG._Steel--Labor Lays Siege

To the Fortress of Reaction

By JOSEPH BROWN

UNDREDS of thousands of
H steel workers throughout the
great steel centers are beginning
to sense, once again, their powers
of organization. After years of
mounting discontent and a bitter
hatred toward the many betrayals,
the steel labor giant is rearing its
head in response to the campaign
of the Committee for Industrial
Organization. Twice betrayed and
sabotaged by the craft unions and
the Executive Council of the A.
F. of L. in 1919 and in 1934, the
steel workers are regaining their
confidence of old under the healthy
leadership of the progressive, in-
dustrial union forces. Rid of the
shackles of craft unionism and hav-
ing cast off the spineless leaders
of the crafts, the land of steel re-
verberates with the slowly rising
tide of organized labor. The stecl
workers are responding to a call
heard so many times but never yet
successful in its objective—the
unicrization of the steel industry.
And, once again, the organization
drive in steel is being met by the
steady, powerful resistance of the
backbone of American capitalism—
the Steel Trust!

Bid For Sympathy

The giant amongst giants has
begun its insidious campaign of
propaganda to win the “public” to
its side. The first step in a de-
liberately planned strategy of war-
fare againstj the union forces
smacks of the “velvet glove” pol-
icy to be followed in the later stag-
es by the mailed fist. U. S. Steel’s
pen-prostitutes are being shot into
the fray as the first line defend-
ers of a vicious industrial set-up.
The American Iron and Steel In-
stitute, the dear little “union” of
the steel owmners and symbol of
monopoly price-fixing, issued an
appeal, many months ago, against
those “alien” and “radical” organ-
izers who were attempting to spoil
the trust’s own little show of ex-
ploitation. The statement appear-
ed as a full page advertisement in
over three hundred mnewspapers
from coast to coast and cost ex-
actly $500 000. Ome-half a mil-
lion dollars just to keep the pub-
lic informed of the justice and
righteousness of the true Ameri-
can industrialists, the steel poten-
tates!

Since that initial move, the steel
industry has developed its cam-
paign quite extensively and on
many fronts. After having netted
a profit of $29,875,000 in the first
nine months of 1936, U. S. Steel
hit the front pages of the news-
papers by declaring a 10% wage
increase with the added joker that
future increases or degreases would
be adjusted to the cqst of living in-
dex. TU. S. Steel thus reveals its
fear of the growing moves of la-
bor towards unionization.

True to its traditional policy
started in 1901, the big corporation
never concedes an inch until
threatened by greater “catastro-
phes” like strikes or union drives.
This time it spews forth its puny
ten percent increase after hav-
ing had one of its most success-
ful years since the prosperity per-
iod. But the spirit of labor runs
high thes2 days and the proposai
was flung back into their very
teeth by the union forces. The
steel workers are mnot seeking a
helter-skelter standard of living
but a respectable wage scale to
permit decent standards to pre-
vail instead of an acceptance of
the garbage pail crumbs of the
big corporations. Even the com-
pany unions (where CIO forces
have done some very excellent
work) are revolting against U. S.
Steel’s “industrial feudalism”. And
the general public has refused to
bite at the poisonous bait!

Philip Murray, head of the Steel welcomed to a steel town, where
Workers Organizing Committee, is he addresses the workers

U. S. Steel is getting still angri-
er. Its latest outpouring from the
steel hacks appears as a full page
advertisement in the Evening Post
(12-3-36), embellished with pretty
little pictures of the industry.
“Progress Reared On The Tri-
umphs Of Steel” and “U. S. Steel
Symbolizes Our Twentieth Century
Civilization” are the pretentious
and misleading titles covering a
seven column spread. Phrases that
hide the plain heart-rending facts
about one of the most exploited
sections of the country. The indus-
try employs 'men who have sweat-
ed and toiled in fire and heat, who
have worked with dangerous molt-
en iron and boiling terrifying caul-
drons, under conditions that wear
out a man’s body and soul. These
are the workers who have given
us progress and have received soft-
soaping ballyhoo in return. U.S.
Steel, a symbol? Yes, of horrors,
of exploitation, of the huge jugger-
naut of monopoly capitalism rid-
ing rough-shod over their human
materials!

The advertisement expands on
the theme of “progress” and “sym-
bols” by referring to its ‘“great”
labor conditions with high wage
levels and high standards of liv-
ing. What, however, are the act-
ual facts and not the m.nufactur-
ed statistics of the steel magnates?
During the fearful depression
years, annual wages declined to
$300 in many steel towns while
the big steel presidents like Tay-
lor of U. S. Steel averaged over
$200,000 annually from 1927 to
1932, and Grace of Bethlehem
coined his million a year. While
the steel workers were living on
the microscopic crumbs of U. S.
Steel’s handouts, the steel bosses
were maintaining their tremendous
and completely unjustified salar-
ies. Even during the so-called
prosperity period while production
was steadily advancing, employ-
ment dropped. From 1926 to 1928
employment decreased 9.1% while
payrolls declined 7.3%. With the
advent of the depression, wage
scales and employment took to the
toboggan slide—wages dropping
40% and employment being prac-
tically nil when the industry oper-
ated at from 18 to 20% capacity.
Yet the salaries to Taylor, Schwab,
Grace and the other fat boys of
steel remained at their skyscraper
levels!

“Welfare” Program

Not content with passing off the
humbug of high wages and em-
ployment opportunities, the steel
advertisement proceeds to offer its
welfare record in caring for and
housing the steel workers. It
speaks of safety devices, company

houses, insurance schemes, profit
sharing plans and other such snares
and delusions. But why, in spite
of its so-called leadership in the
field of safety devices, do steel
workers have to pay anywhere
from 30 to 100% higher insurance
rates? Why is the mortality rate
so high in the industry? How ex-
plain that speed-up systems and
the actual failure to use complete
safety methods produce such ac-
cidents as occurred in 1926 when
a blast furnace poured 400 tons
of molten iron on its crew and 21
workers were killed? Steel work-
ers, furthermore, still face all
sorts of heat exposure, hot mill
cramps, pneumonia as a common
cause for death, carbon monoxide
poisoning, and untold numbers of
accidents that have made the steel
industry the most terrifying of the
entire industrial structure.

The other features of the “wel-
fare program” of the U. S. Steel
consisting of company houses, in-
surance schemes, relief dules dur-
ing the deprossion, etc. icveal the
most vicious system of “industrial
feudalism” that grips the steel
workers throughout the U. S. Steel
towns. Not to mention the notori-
ous spy-systems that characterize
all these towns and mills.

In this advertisement, they try
to show how generous and hu-
manitarian they are but U. S.
Steel let the cat out of the bag
on this score a number of years
ago in the following report: “The
U. S. Steel Corporation is not an
eleemosynary institution. All its
activities for the good of the work-
er, apart from considerations of
humanity, have been amply justi-
fied by plain business reasons—
they paid eventually. The men
who direct the policy of the cor-
poration have never lost sight of
the fact that the first object of
any company is to make money
for its stockholders.” Thus, the
welfare record has acted as an an-
ti-union measure and has fitted
into the profit-making objective of
the corporation.

Unionization Is The Answer

One of the curious aspects of
the advertisement is the proud ref-
erence to U. S. Steel’s war record
in helping old Uncle Sam to vic-
tory against the Kaiser boys. This
old tripe is still being served af-
ter the welter of committees of
investigation exposing the war
profits of the steel companies as
reasons for U. S. entrance into
the war. But the denouement of
the entire advertisement comes
with the following: “The Corpora-
tion has successfully carried out
an experiment in popular owner-
ship, the sharing of a giant indus-
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TRADE UNION NOTES

= By George F. Miles

€6 SUSPENDED last summer by the Executive Council of

the Federation the action of the Council was ratified by

the convention by a vote of 21,679 to 2043. The suspended

unions were not represented at the convention. Suspension of

the C.I.O. unions rather than expulsion leaves the Executive
Council free to continue efforts to heal the breech.”

This quotation is taken from the December issue of the

“Railway Clerk,” official organ
Clerks. It assumes importance be-
cause it probably reflects the opin-
ion of Grand President George M.
Harrison, a vice-president of the
A. F. of L. and a member of the
standing peace committee in the
federation.

Since there are quite a number
of very well-meaning people who
really believed that the action of
the convention left the door open
for peace it is not out of place to
ask a very pertinent question now:
What has the A. F. of L. done to
achieve peace since the A. F. of
L. convention adjourned? It has
done absolutely nothing! Not even
the slightest effort has been made
to contact the C.I.O. for the pur-
pose of resuming conversations.
We are not among those who be-
lieve that to achieve peace all that
is needed is for all concerned to
put their feet under one table.
But we are justified in address-
ing ourselves to all and sundry
peace connivers and ask them—
What now?

Why don’t we see them boil with
indignation against a palpable
peace fraud perpetrated upon them
by the die-hard leaders of the A.
F. of L. It is difficult to believe
that members of the executive
council, and important leaders of
national organizations who have
been thru the mill in the labor
movement, were so naive as to
take seriously even for a moment,
the hypocritical cries for peace and
harmony which emanated from
Bill Green. We fear that naive
workers in the unions will be very
much surprised to discover that
what they believed to be an olive
branch in the hands of the mem-
bers of the executive council com-
mittee is really a big stick; what
they mistook for honeyed words of
peace are in reality a declaration
of war.

* * %
Propose Referendum

Remembering the few and cau-
tious words in the “Railway Clerk”
we were pleasantly surprised to
discover a rather outspoken posi-
tion in the December 12 issue of
“The Union Leader”, Chicago or-
gan of the Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Street and Electrical Rail-
way workers. The surprise is due
to the fact that the president of
this organization is William D.
Mahon, who was elected fifteenth
vice-president of the A. F. of L.,
at the Atlantic City Convention,
in a contest against Charles How-
ard of the Typographical Union,
now secretary of the C.I.O.

“Our leaders may emerge from
the Tampa convention”, says this
article, “proudly claiming to have
upheld the law, but they will have
retarded the progress of the work-
ers.

“We are confronted with an un-
usual and serious emergency. Let
it be solved by an unusual, yet
thoroughly democratic method. Let

try by its workers and the man
in the street, instead of vesting
control in a relativity few men who
would be less likely to have the
welfare of the employee at heart”.
Thus, the steel worker owns steel,
the CIO is superfluous, and union-
ization is a myth. To such blarney,
the steel workers are answering
with organization and with a re-
newal of the spirit that saw over
365,000 steel workers answer the
strike call of September 22, 1919!
* * *

This stirring story of the “men of
steel” awili be continued in coming
articles.

of the Brotherhood of Railway

this problem be solved by a refer-
endum vote of all the members af-
filiated with the A. F. of L., in-
cluding the suspended organiza-
tions, and let the voice of the maj-
ority rule.”

The only trouble with this pro-
posal is that no such broad demo-
cratic procedure is possible with-
in the A. F. of L. If Green & Co.
feared to admit into the conven-
tion the delegations of the sus-
pended unions, how much more
do they dread the solid and almost
unaninous vote of the million and
a half workers lined up in the
C.1.0. unions? They know only too
well that their own craft unions
cannot be trusted to hold craft
lines in such a vote—ask Hutche-
son of the Carpenters who shows
that he knows that by robbing 130,-
000 members of his union of their
legitimate voting rights.

The mistake at the very heart
of this proposal is the belief that
William Green wants peace in the
present situation.

* * *
Harmony Without Unity

We looked forward with interest
to receiving the current issue of
the “Machinists Journal”’—happy
hunting ground of Arthur O.
Wharton and John P. Frey of the
Metal Trades Council. Here at
last we were to get the opinions at
the A. F. of L. convention in Tam-
pa. But imagine our surprise to
find that the December issue says
not one word on, the whole strug-
gle in the labor movement. To
president Wharton even the issue
no longer exists. Who should
know better than Frey and Whar-
ton that the so-called open door to
peace exists only as a fiction.

However, there was something of
interest in President Wharton’s
message. “At no time in the his-
tory of the I. A. of M.”, says he,
“has there been greater harmony
in our ranks. . .”

So long have these craft leaders
lived in their isolation, divorced
from the general problems of the
rest of the labor movement that
they can speak of “greater unity”
in their own union even while they
split and disrupt the labor move-
ment as a whole. The Machinists
have never been outstanding in
their loyalty to the rest of the la-
bor movement but the pinnacle of
arrogant indifference was reached
within the last year. When Wil-
liam Green tried to head off the
CIO drive in steel, he wrote to all
international unions asking for
funds to begin a “drive” in steel.
To this appeal president Wharton’s
reply was brief and to the point—
“not one cent”.

HARLAN MINERS’
FREEDOM ASKED

New York City.—Forty-five of
forty-seven living jurors in the
famous Evarts battle cases in Ken-
tucky have now petitioned Gov.
A. B. Chandler to free before
Christmas the four Harlan-county
union miners serving life for al-
leged conspiracy to kill three coal
company mine-guards.

Three labor organizations with
a total membership exceeding 175,-
000 lately appealed to Governor
Chandler to pardon the prisoners
The joint board of the Interna-
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union pointed out in a resolution
that Chandler “was elected as a
friend of labor, and should be
anxious to wipe out this dark stain
on the name of his state.”
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Labor Forces

WPA Hiring

A series of conferences between
Roosevelt and Congressional lead-
ers, held this week, made it clear
that the unemployed will be treat-
ed harshly as regards appropria-
tions. The conferences resulted
in a public declaration that “no
new taxes would be levied, and
the budget will be balanced”.

In New York City, fifteen thou-
sand workers will be dropped from
WPA rolls (7% of the present to-
tal). Up to December 17th, 11,-
500 had already been dropped, and
the reinstatement of about 1,000
forced by pressure of unemployed
and WPA labor organizations, will
hardly compensate for the daily
dismissal of 1,000 now going on.

The American Labor Party pro-
tested indignantly against the pres-
ent layoffs in a telegram to Har-
ry Hopkins, the WPA administra-
tor. “Any arbitrary axe-swing-
ing” on the rolls was condemned
as a ‘violation of the will of the
people in the last election”, and
a ‘“menace to recovery.”

Five thousand WPA workers
and unemployed, marching under

the banners of their various or--

ganizations held a mass demonstra-
tion on December 12th, protesting
the layoffs. When reinstatements
were consequently made, a false
statement was issued by Somer-
vell, local WPA administrator, that
the Workers Alliance, Teachers
Union, and City Projects Council
had agreed, to seal the bargain,
that no further stay-in strikes
would be held. All involved or-
ganizations immediately denied the
existence of such an agreement.

FROM THE SPANISH
WORKERS PRESS

These items are reprinted from the
Generalidad of Catalonia, English
Edition.

What today is our position in
the Spanish civil war? Can the
government rationally and serious-
ly hope to win?

What part of Spanish territory
under rebel domination and how
many inhabitants are included in
these regions? The fascists pos-
sess 17 provinces, covering an
area of 61,700 square miles and in-
cluding six million inhabitants.
The Government holds 15 prov-
inces, with an area of 57,100
square.miles and 7,500,000 inhabi-
tants. The Government has a smal-
ler extent of territory, but great-
er man power.

To form a complete idea of the
situation, other factors of the
greatest importance must be borne
in mind, all of them in the gov-
ernment’s favor.

In order to control a province,
it is not sufficient to capture the
capital by force of arms. There
are fifteen other provinces besides
the Balearic Islands where the
fascists have established their rule
in the capital, while fighting con-
tinued throughout the neighbor-
ing countryside. The greater part
of the provinces of Madrid, Gra-
nada, Huesca, Teruel, Saragossa,
and Oviedo are controlled by the
government, Malaga also is almost
entirely in our hands.

In the province of Oviedo the
position of the territory in pos-
session of the troops came from
Gallicia to help Arando is of slight
importance.

The island of Menorca remains

Negro Vote Shifts To Democrats

(Continued from Page 3)

and camouflaged agents and or-
gans of the G.O.P. to comprehend
or even to see at all the six fac-
tors making for the Roosevelt vic-
tory that is in no small way re-
sponsible for the size of the Re-
publican defeat and the character
of the Democratic victory. In the
light of the workings of the for-
ces so far traced in this series,
it is not hard to understand the
peaks of Roosevelt popularity, the

size of his popular vote, and the
grip of the Democratic Party en-
suing therefrom thruout the coun-
try.

Here are the whys and hows of
Farley’s Roman holiday. But, what
of the morrow? What is the sig-
nificance of it all? What conse-
quences are in store for us?

* * *

This is the fifth article in a ser-
ies by Jay Lovestone analyzing the
causes and significance of the re-
cent presidential elections.

into the Yulctide?

Name ...

Giving Xmas Preseni; this Year?

Want to know how to infuse some proletarian spirit

PRESENT
Your friends and relatives or yourself with what they
want and need—a subscription to

The WORKERS AGE

4 REAL

I want you to send the WORKERS AGE for one year (6 months) to

GIFT!

Address

City

Name

Address ...

City

Name ...

Address ...

City

I am enclosing

Address

City . .. .

Donor’s Name ...

State

loyal to the Government. The gov-
ernmental columns in the Basque
country are advancing on Aleva.
In Paloncia the district north of
the railway from La Robla to Cal-
maseda is in the Government’s
hands. The northern zone of the
province of Burgos has remained
loyal since the beginning of the
rebellion, and some advances have
been made in it. The eastern por-
tion of the Toledo province is very
strongly defended by popular
troops.

From this examination it is evi-
dent that the victory of the rebels
is far from being a certainty, even
in the improbable case of the fall
of Madrid. If Franco captured
Madrid, the possession of it would
be more in the nature of a serious
obstacle than a blessing to him.
The rebels would have to find food
for a million more mouths.

The Government has transferred
the Bank of Spain to Valencia.
There is not an ounce of gold left
in Madrid. The 70 million pounds
sterling of gold which approxi-
mately make up the Bank of Spain
gold reserves, are in the hands
of the Government and constitute
the most powerful weapon against
which Franco has to fight.

The rebels occupy the poorest
provinces of Spain; the Govern-
ment owns the industrial centers
and in general those parts which
are agriculturally the richest. How
can the economic system of the
rebels function without gold and
without the export of products?
Their exportable products are lim-
ited to sherry, and fruits from the
Canary Islands and part of Anda-
lusia. The truly rich provinces—
Catalonia, Lecante, the Basque
country, Almeria, Malaga, Cuidad
Real, etc.—are in the hands of the
Government and we can affirm
without fear of overstatement that
80% of Spanish exportation is con-
trolled by the Government of the
Republic.

Besides all this the Government
had a considerably superior num-
ber of combattants. It must not be
forgotteri that the Spanish people
are not fighting against the Span-
ish army, but against Moors and
Legionaires — mercenary troops
which have to be paid.

Where do the rebel generals get

Business OK’s
FDR’s Policy

(Continued from Page 1)
tears for the “little man” and pro-
posing a new NRA which would
protect him. At the same time,
the major function of the council
was to propose the final abolition
of the anti-trust laws.

Big Business refused to accept
this convention. Altho at the meet-
ing of the N. A. of M., a National
Economic Council similar to the
Berry group was proposed, these
forces will not go into the Cour-
cil for Industrial Progress. First,
Berry is disliked because of his
labor connections. Apparently the
association is too much reminded
of “section 7a” by his presence.
More fundamental however is the
fact that the proposals of “co-op-
eration” tendered by industry, are
on the basis of maintenance of bus-
iness’ independence from govern-
ment “co-ordination.” Thus, the
traditions of business-controlled
government as opposed to state-
capitalism, are superficially con-
tinued, altho of course the reality

Finally, Berry's conference had
aspects of a political gathering
ballyhooing the New Deal and in-
dulging in its demagogy, whereas
the National Association of Manu-
facturers’ were content to lay down
the line of the “new capitalism.”

the 16 million monthly pesatas
which Spanish Morocco costs the
Spanish state and from where do
they get the 260 million pesatas
which they need every month in
order to keep up the war and the
economic life in the regions under
fascist domination?

Obviously, the gifts offered by
the Spanish capitalists are not suf-
ficient to cover these expenses. On
the other hand, the Spanish Gov-
ernment has more than ample
means for winning the war.

In this well founded hope the
Spanish people will continue their
struggle for liberty with a courage
and enthusiasm even greater, if
necessary, than that which they
have shown heretofore.

LA BATALLA (P.O.UM.)

“What we have now to see is if
the big democratic powers of Eu-
rope will change their positions.
We must wateh to see if the revo-
lutionary workers’ movement in
these countries will be able to
force their respective governments
and dominant classes to abandon
the “neutrality” policy, the policy
which is indirectly lending support
to the Spanish counter-revolution.

“At the present moment, Europe
is living on top of a volcano. The
atmosphere is tense, with the feel-
ing of war. The only way out
which is left in this crucial
moment is for the working class
of the world to seize political
power and thus prevent the bour-
geoisie of all countries from
dragging us headlong into an im-
perialist war. For the war would
be imperialist even for those coun-
tries who would limit their activ-
ities to the defence of their
colonial interests.

“The internationa®? working
class movement must help our
revolution, sending us arms and
men and overthrowing the ‘neutral-
ity’ attitude towards Spain of their
governments, which has done no-
thing but allow underhand help to
be sent to Franco and his fascists.”

November 21, 1936.
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CIO Leads In

Organization

(Continued from Page 1)

His challenge that “The compa-
ny unions must be put out of busi-
ness” was enthusiastically received
by the company union delegates
present. A resolution was adopted
condemning the company union
plan as a “farce” and establishing
a new organization called the
“CIO Representatives Council.” The
following declaration of principles
was adopted:

1. A national industrial union
for all steel workers.

2. Employee representatives to
help sign up workers into the
SWOC.

3. Employee representatives to
enlighten the workers on the real
nature of company unions.

4. CIO supporters among em-
ployee representatives to remain
inside of company unions to con-
tinue their work for genuine union-
ism.

The conference also went on
record for the following demands:
1) $5 minimum for labor and an
increase of $1.24 a day for all
getting more than $5 now; 2) Five
day, thirty hour week; 3) One or
two weeks vacation with pay de-
pending on length of service; 4)
Time and a half for overtime, dou-
ble tome for work on Sunday and
holidays.

The meeting was attended by 250
employee representatives from 42
plants. Elmer J. Maloy was elected
president of the CIO Representa-
tives Council, Paul Fraser of Far-
rell, Pa. became secretary, John
Kane of Dusquesne, assistant sec-
retary and William Hart of Blaw-
nox, treasurer.

In closing the conference Mur-
ray declared that the attitude of
the steel companies made it almost
a certainty that the workers would
have to resort to strike action to
win recognition and improvements.

“Black Chauvinism”

(Continued from Page 3)

Shades of Nat Turner, Denmark
Vesey, and Crispus Attucks! White
“vulcanism” and black “vulcanism”
develop from deep-seated causes.

“For several reasons the de-
mands for Negroes especially
greatly increased toward the end
of the seventeenth century, leav-
ing that of other laborers about
normal. The Indian . . . was not
an efficient laborer. The . .. con-
victs from European prisons. who
were permitted to leave their con-
finement on the condition of serv-
ing . . . were not sufficient . . .
Negroes who were then being cap-
tured in large numbers in the trib-
al wars FOMENTED BY EURO-
PEANS AND ASIATICS could be
more easily obtained.” (Page 258)
(emphasis mine—S. C.)

Why try to rate black slaves
above or below white and red
slaves, Why ignore the class basis
of the English prison labor? (Is
not the same think true of the
South today? Are not Negro pris-
oners thrown in jail on petty
charges and forced to “work out”
their sentences with some planta-
tion? Why does Dr. Woodson re-
fuse to mention clearly that an-
cient Africa and present day Lib-
erians and Ethiopians, until very
recently, traded in slaves?

Dr. Woodson has not evaluated
correctly, world slavery. Slavery
has taken different forms, depend-
ing upon the economic situation to
which slavery was joined. In cer-
tain situations, the Greek slaves
led modest lives. The same is true
at one point in American history
of the lot of Negro slaves. Dr.
Woodson is accurate in pointing
out that free Negroes voted in
Tennessee and North Carolina un-
til 1834 (page 265). In 1835, Ru-
manian serfs advanced a degree in
freedom. (Capital I, 285.)

Marx is advanced in his evalua-
tion of the American situation.
“ ... As soon, however, as peo-
ples among which production still
takes the lower form of slave la-
bor, serf labor, and the like, are at-
tracted within the domain of the
world market which is dominated
by the capitalist method of pro-
duction . . . the civilized horrors
of overwork are grafted on to the
barbaric horrors of slavery, serf-
dom, etc. In the Southern States
of the American Union, Negro
slavery had a moderate and pa-
triarchal character so long as pro-
duction was mainly carried on for
the satisfaction of the immediate
needs of the slave owners. But in
proportion as the export of cotton
grew to be a vital interest of the
slave states, overwork became a
factor in calculated and calculating
system, so that . . . it was con.
sidered ‘good“\Musiness’ to use up
the Negroes’ lives in seven years.
« « . The same thing has happened
in the Danubian Principalities (Ru-
mania) in the case of serf labor.”
(Capital I, 236.)

The Church

In spite of the improper align-
ment of economics with religion,
Dr. Woodward has contributed a
stern reflection on the church.
However, he has not ventured
closer to reality than to say in a
footnote (page 391): “The most
striking thing in the appeal of the
Negro radical element is that Com-
munism offers everything which
the church does not offer. Com-
munism is intended to save hu-
manity. If humanity can be saved
the churches will be unnecessary.
There are some preachers who
concede this is true, but neverthe-
less doubt that Communism will
save humanity as it claims that it
will.” But thé preachers are
wrong!
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