'— By Jay Lovestone —

T is still too early to evaluate ful-
ly the outcome of the last elec-
tions. Two factors are, however,
very clear even at this writing.
The consequences of Munich and
the effects of disunity in the ranks
of labor have borne their fruit. The
fact of the matter is that the Re-
publican gains have actually ex-
ceeded the hopes their campaign
managers really entertained when
the election campaign started.

Take the case of the guberna-
torial elections in New York. Hit-
ler’s triumph at Munich has let
lcose terrific stimuli to all reac-
tionary forces. It has especizlly
stimulated anti-Semitism as a most
virulent expression of darkest reac-
tion. Here is the primary cause for
Governor Lehman running behind
his ticket instead of ahead as in
the past. While this influence, tre-
mendously enhanced by the Hitler-
Chamberlain alliance at Munich,
was most clearly manifested in
New York State, it undoubtedly
revealed itself less obviously yet
substantially in other states.

Disunity in the ranks of labor is
often an invisible force paralyzing
the mood and activities of individu-
al workers as well as organizations
of labor. We are confident that a
careful analysis of the final figures
will confirm our conclusion that la-
bor has paid a very heavy price on
the political field as a result of the
today entirely unnecessary and ut-
terly impermissible war between
the A. F. of L. and the C.I.O.

*x % %
ANGLO-AMERICAN
RELATIONS

NGLO-American relations will,

in the coming months, assume
most vital importance. This will be
due not to the visit of the King. In
fact, the very visit of British royal-
ty is but a move in a whole series
of manouvers occasioned by funda-
mental economic forces. And we
would be much surprised if Cham-
berlain, the “hero of Munich,” does
not visit Washington in the coming
months.

What is it all about? Why this
epidemic of junkets? We have en-
tered a new epoch. Germany, today
very much less of a “have-not” im-
perialist power, is precisely for
that reason still more hungry for
loot. Hitler’s empire will soon run
from the Baltic to the Black Sea
in Europe. In Asia, German im-
perialism has much more of a com-
mercial entente with the Mikado’s
Mitsuis than most realize. Wall
Street has cause for the jitters be-
cause of Nazi competition in Latin
America. Hankow and Munich are
ominous mileposts of Washington
imperialism.

British imperialist strategy, in
this acute conflict for the redivision
of the world and its markets, is to
preserve what it has pilfered yes-
terday by giving away something
from some one else’s domains to-
day and, if need be, tomorrow. In
this sense, Britain would not mind,
for some time at any rate, to see
Germany advance at tht expense
of dollar imperialism. It would ap-
pear that Lombard Street is now
playing to depreciate the pound be-
low $4.50 and to bring Germany in-
to the Anglo-American trade pact.
The game here is to cheat Ameri-
can business out of some of the ad-
vantages that were supposed to ac-
crue to the United States magnates
as a result of this pact. Haggling
over these matters has delayed the
signing of this treaty. Obviously,
the dollar and the pound are no
loving cousins in matters that real-
ly count for them—bigger checks
and better balances.

We have a hunch that Chamber-
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Pogroms Hit
Reich Jews

Anti-Semitic Terrorism
Incited By Nazi
Officialdom

An anti-Jewish terror campaign
of unparalleled ferocity was let
loose last week by the Nazi author-
ities in Germany and Austria on
the pretext of reprisal for the as-
sassination of a minor German
diplomat in Paris by a Jewish
youth. Hundreds of shops were
looted and homes broken into,
thousands of men, women and
children brutally attacked and
beaten, many millions of dollars of
property destroyed, by bands of
hooligans incited and organized by
Nazi headquarters. The pogroms
that swept the Third Reich were by
far the worst and most savage
since the old anti-Jewish outbreaks
in Czarist Russia and probably
surpassed even these in savagery.

In public declarations to repre-
sentatives of the foreign press,
Propaganda Minister Goebbels pre-
tended that the riots were “spon-
taneous” but brazenly condoned and
justified them. The German gov-
ernment took the occasion to issue
a series of sweeping decrees:

The “German Jews in their en-
tirety” are subjected to a penal-
ty in the form of a money fine of
a billion marks” ($400,000,000).

Jews must pay for all damage

TOTALITARIAN
YEARNINGS

ROM the United States
News, October 81 issue:
“More than one high gov-
ernment official is expressing
admiration for the way total-
itarian governments get
results when confronted with
a political or an economic
problem that requires action.
An increased official im-
patience is being expressed
over the slowness with which
this government operates.”

done to any Jewish property in the
anti-Semitic riots, while in-
surance claims by German Jews
for damage done by Nazi rioters
are to be confiscated by the state

Jews are to be barred, after
January 1, from conducting any
retail-business, mail-order and
commission houses and indepen-
dent handicraft enterprises.

Jews are to be excluded from
theatres, movie houses, concerts
and public presentations.

Jews are to be segregated into
ghettos in the principal cities of
Germany.

The terroristic outbreaks in Ger-
many aroused widespread protest
and indignation thruout the civil-
ized world, particularly

in thel
United States and Great Britain. |

GOP Scores Big
In the Elections

But Labor Makes Good Showing‘ln California, New
York And Connecticut; A.L.P. Vote 420,000

The Republicans scored heavy |
gains thruout the country in the
elections last week, marking a def-
inite swing to the right in national
politics. At the same time, in such

ALP. Leaders on
The Elections

N the day following the elec-

tions, Alex Rose, state secre-
tary of the American Labor Party
issued the following official state-
ment:

ALEX ROSE’S STATEMENT

“In the face of the conservative
trend thruout the country, we re-
gard the part played by the Amer-
ican Labor Party in the New York
State elections as of great histori-
cal importance. The total vote of
the party in New York State, which
will be almost 410,000, was suffi-
cient to assure the reelection of
Governor Lehman and Robert F.

(Continued on Page 2)

HE American Labor Party, un-

doubtedly suffered a severe
setback in the elections on Novem-
per 8. There was a marked decline
in its total vote as against last
year. The five A.L.P. Assemblymen
were defeated and a number of
other candidates whose chances
were thought to be especially
bright, failed of election. These
and other facts are apparent and
must be the starting-point of our
analysis.

Real A.L.P. Strength

But the picture is neither as one-
sided nor as unmitigated as may
appear at first sight. If the total
A L.P. vote this year fell as com-
pared with last year, it was still
considerably higher than in 1936,
a presidential year. Two years ago,
the A.L.P. polled a top vote of
275,000; last year, the LaGuardia
vote on the A.L.P. ticket was
482,000. This year, O’Leary, inde-
pendent A.L.P. candidate for at-
torney-general, running against
both a Democrat and a Republican,
polled over 420,000 votes thruout
the state. Especially gratifying is
the upstate showing, where O’Lea-
ry’s 75,000 votes represent a sub-
stantial basis for future growth.
Even on the strength of the elec-
tion returns this year, therefore,
the A.L.P. still remains a powerful
force in New York politics.

The thing to do now is not to
give way to momentary impres-
sions, engage in useless recrim-
ination or seek to justifv some
pet prejudice. The thing to do is to
keep a level head and analyz:
the results with a view to uncover-
ing the factors that operated this
year. The situation as a whole is
still far from clear, but undoubted-

LI_he ALP in the EIecjign

an editorial

ly the A.L.P. was caught in the
sweep to the right that seems to
have been the outstanding feature
of the elections thruout the coun-
try. At the same time, the A.L.P.-
Republican arrangement did not
find much justification at the polls:
the Republican leaders either could
not or would not deliver the goods,
at least to a degree to ensure elec-
tion.

An even more important fac-
tor in comparing the results this
year with those of last is the dif-
ferent position of the A.L.P. in re-
spect to its leading candidate. Last
vear, it headed its ticket with La-
Guardia, a very popular figure,
while the Democrats put forward
Mahoney, who was certainly no
drawing card. Many thousands of
liberal Democrats and Republicans
must have voted for LaGuardia un-
der the A.L.P. emblem. This year,
Lehman headed both the Demo-
cratic and A.L.P. tickets and good
sections of these liberal voters
either voted for Lehman on the
Democratic ticket or else swung to
Dewey. That this factor operated
strongly in the elections becomes
clear from a study of the returns.
Equally clear is it that the rush
to vote for Lehman among large
sections of the voting population in
New York City was so great that
little discrimination was made as
between the tickets on which he
was running, obviously to the ben-
efit of the Democrats.

The Decisive Factor

But, in our opinion, the most de-
cisive factor and the one to which
the A.L.P. has devoted altogether
too little attention, is the question
of political organization. Last year,
the Democrats not only had an un-
popular leading candidate, but, es-

pecially in the elections for the As-
sembly, they were caught napping.
They did not expect the A.L.P. to
show such strength, nor for that
matter did anyone else, and they
were not fully prepared for what
happened. This year, the machine
was mobilized full force and put to
work at top efficiency, and the re-
sults show it. Take the case of the
5th Assembly District, Bronx. The
incumbent, Nathaniel M. Minkoff,
A.L.P. leader in the Assembly dur-
ing the 1938 session, lost by 728
votes out of a total of over 31,500.
Yet Minkoff actually increased his
vote over last year by a thousand.
But Gans, the Tammany candidate,
increased his by over 4,500. More
than that; the Democratic machine
called to its assistance the Republi-
can outfit in the Bronx, which is no
more than a Tammany under-cover
agency and lives solely by its
grace and patronage. Just about a
thousand of last year’s 3,000 Re-
publican votes were thrown to Gans
this election. In addition, the Demo-
cratic machine was able to bring
out the vote, to bring out the vot-
ers who ordinarily stay away from
the polls, and that is why it scored.

Practical political organization
is a very weak point with the A.L.
P. Such organization does not be-
gin a week or a month before elec-
tion day and is not limited to elec-
tion agitation, speeches and litera-
ture. It is an all-year-round affair
and involves a tremendous amount
of hard, patient work of a rather
undramatic character. But it is
work that has to be done. The old
parties depend on patronage for the
driving power behind their political
machines. In its place, the A.L.P.
must draw upon the idealism and
devotion of its membership, but

(Continued on Page 5)

states as New York, California and
Connecticut, labor forces made a
good showing that changed the
general picture somewhat.

Republican Gains

The Republican gains can best be
summarized as follows. In the Sen-
ate, where they had 15 seats, they
will now have 23; in the House,
they will increase their present
membership of 80 to about 170, a
gain of 80 or more; in the country
as a whole, where they had 7 gov-
ernors, they will have 19. The new
Congress will therefore have the
following political complexion: Sen-
ate—Democrats, 68; Republicans,
23; Farmer-Labor, 2; Progressives,
1; Independent Republican, 1; still
doubtful, 1; House—Democrats,
259; Republicans, 168; Progres-
sives, 2; still doubtful, 4. Thus, a
coalition of Republicans and con-
servative Democrats would have a
majority in either house.

The states that swung over to
the Republican side on November
8 are: Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, Colorado,
Wyoming, Idaho and Oregon.

The most important results of
elections in the various states are:

Results In New York

In NEW YORK, the entire state-
wide Democratic ticket carried, al-
tho Governor Lehman was reelected
by a plurality of only 67,506. The
American Labor Party, whose tic-
ket was headed by Governor Leh-
man, polled 341,000 votes for him,
several times over the Governor’s
slim majority. The A.L.P. was also
responsible for the election of Lieu-
tenant-Governor Poletti, giving
him over 341,000 votes, whereas
his majority was only something
over 254,000. But the real strength
of the A.L.P. was shown in the
vote for its independent state-wide
candidates—O’Leary, running for
attorney-general, and Langdon
Post, for controller. Altho they had
both Democratic and Republican
rivals to contend with and only in-
dependent labor support to rely up-
on, they both ran way ahead of
their ticket, the former getting
over 420,000 votes and the latter
over 396,000. The A.L.P. did ex-
ceptionally well upstate, where
O’Leary received over 77,000 votes.
Most of the local candidates of the
A.LP. ran very strong, despite
unusual difficulties.

Nevertheless, the A.L.P. lost all
five assemblymen it had elected in
1937. This was due primarily to
the very effective work of the
Tammany machine in bringing to
the polls thousands of voters who
last year did not vote at all. The
special interest attaching to the
Lehman candidacy in view of the
racial and religious issues raised
operated in the same direction.

One A.L.P. congressman, Vito
Marecantonio, and one A.L.P. as-
semblyman, Oscar Garcia-Rivera,
were elected.

The Socialist Party, running
Norman Thomas for governor, ga-
thered only 35,000 votes, a marked
decline from previous years, losing

(Continued on Page 2) )
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lain is trying to manouver Ger-
many into the Anglo-American
trade agreement. He would have
Hitler take our wheat and cotton
and supply England with certain
chemicals and electrical machinery.
He hopes to avoid certain disagree-
ments with the colonies by settling
with the United States on the basis
of her exports to Germany. Hitler’s
finance expert, Funk, will probably
visit' Washington to prepare the
ground for, or put the finishing
touches on Chamberlain’s efforts.

We may expect Roosevelt to give
a royal welcome to King George
and Chamberlain—and right after
that take vigorous steps to coun-
teract the trade advantages that
Britain hopes to get from an agree-
ment with the United States. Fur-
ther devaluation of the dollar—it
will, of course, be called revaluation
—is therefore more probable in the
near future. The battle for world
trade looms large. Hence, the pros-
pects for a “bigger and better”
world war loom ever larger.

* * *

STALIN NEVER FAILS

TALIN has not had a trial in
the Soviet Union for some
time. That does not mean that he
has not been liquidating many po-
tential questioners and critics in
the Russian Communist Party thru
his now world-infamous technique.
No doubt the U.S.S.R. is con-
fronted with a grave situation. The
Stalin foreign policy, rooted in the
world’s most ghastly fraud— “col-
lective security” as a guarantee of
peace—has collapsed miserably.
Because of the People’s Front poli-
¢y, the French Communist Party,
that blooming weed of the Comin-
tern, is now in desperate straits.
Some changes have to be made. In
the Stalin manual, this calls for
some scapegoats. Of course, “Stalin
never fails” since he never can
make a mistake. Those who might
think otherwise are the ones who
make the mistake of their life—by
paying with their life.

All of which leads us to raise the
question of the likelihood of more
typical Stalin trials soon breaking
out in the Soviet Union. If, as it is
likely, a break is to be made with
the pro-French orientation and if

. ——
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Wednesday evening, November 16, 7:00 p. m.

BERTRAM D. WOLFE will

and the Moscow trial stenograms, from the point of view of
the significance of the Stalinist purge in Russia.
*

Thursday evening, November
JAY LOVESTONE will

Despair—‘revolutionary,’ independent and dual unionism from the
Socialist Trades and Labor Alliance thru the LW.W. to the

T.U.U.L.”

Tuesday, November 22, 8:45 p. m.
LEWIS COREY will discuss “Is America Different?”, the
third lecture in a series of eight.

Wednesday, November 23, 7 p. m.
BERTRAM D. WOLFE discusses Irving Stone’s “Sailor on
Horseback,” a biography of Jack London.

Thursday, Novzmber 4, 6:15 p. m.

JAY LOVESTONE discusses “Our Changing Economy—the
Challenge of Labor.” He will examine the structural changes in
American capitalism making for a new type of unionism.

Single admission 25 cents.
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Monday, November 21, 7:00 p. m.
WILL HERBERG will discuss the historical roots, rise and
development of Soviet totalitarianism.

By JERRY KANE
New York City.

RS. Edna Blackwell, accompa-
h nied by Liston Oak of Russell
~egrete Blackwell Defense Com-
mittee, visited the State Depart-
ment in Washington last week to
make further inquiry as to the
fate of her husband, Russell Ne-
grete Blackwell, a veteran Amer-
can anti-fascist, now being held
in a Barcelona jail by the Loyalist
government of Spain on framed_-up
charges of “treason” and “espion-
age.” Prior to his arrest, Black-

there is to be even the slightest
move in the direction of a rap-
prochement with Germany, then
surely some French spies and
agents will have to be fabricated
.n order to be liquidated. We mu§t
remember that, in the halcyon peri-
od of the Franco-Soviet pact, there
“logically” was no one accuseq of
being a spy for French imperialism.

For this reason, let no one be
shocked if, in the months ahead of
us, that beloved “Big Father” of
the Russian people, the “Infallible
Joseph,” stages a trial of Bolshe-
viks like Bubnov and Meschlauk to
dramatize with blood and lead his
change of foreign policy.

And lest we forget, not so long
ago the French Communist Party
cried on the streets of Paris: “Da-
ladier in power.” Its cry was heard
by the overlords of French financ2
and industry. This cry was ans-
wered favorably. The Communist
Party consequently scored a great
victory thru the People’s Front.
Daladier did come into power. Da-
ladier is in power—and French la-
bor is ever more powerless as a
result. Daladier’s fascist gangsters
have already attacked the Commu-
nist Party headquarters with im-
punity. That’s the way it starts.
Other labor organizations will be
the next targets. New vicious con-
trols over industry, that is over
labor, entirely totalitarian in char-
acter, are soon to be rushed thru,
while maintaining the outward
form of parliamentary democracy.
Who can, after all this, find any
need for questioning Stalin’s infal-
libility ? “Stalin never fails”!

discusses the books, “Not Gailty”

17, 6:15 p. m.

discuss “The Organization of

*

*

*

*

Cominittee Asks Release
Of Blackwell from Spain

Anti-Fascist Militant Framed-Up By Stalinists

well had fought for some months
in the Loyalist army.

The latest charge against Black-
well is that he is “a Trotskyite ele-
ment sent to Spain to promote the
counter-revolution in combination
with North American authorities.”
This “information” was given by =
C.N.T. committee investigating the
case in Blackwell’s behalf.

This charge, coupled with others
such as that he is a “Gestapo agent
(Nazi) and an Ovra agent (Italian
fascist)” and that he consorted
with such “fascists” as ‘“Fenne:i
Brockway, secretary of the British
1L.L.P., James Maxton, M.P., and
Walter Schwartz of the I.C.0.,”
shows the farcical character of the
whole affair.

In Washington, Eric Wendelin,
foreign-service officer at the State
Department, told Mrs. Blackwell
that the American charge d’affaires
at Barcelona had just sent word
that the Spanish authorities had
promised to “look into the case.”

The Blackwell Defense Commit-
tee is composed of a number of
prominent liberals as well as rep-
resentatives of such labor organiza-
tions as the Social-Democratic Fed-
eration, the Socialist Party and the
I.L.L.A. Maximilian Olay, C.N.T.
representative in the United States,
is active on behaif of Blackwell.
He has cabled to Spain assurances
that Blackwell is not a spy but is a
“person of integrity, well-known in
revolutionary circles.”

G.0.P. SCORES BIG
IN THE ELECTIONS

(Continued from Page 1)
its official standing on the ballot.
Isiael Amter, running for con-
gressman-at-large on the Commu-
nist Party ticket, received about
100,000 votes thruout the state, a
considerable increase for his party.

Defeat In Michigan

In MICHIGAN, the forces of la-
bor received a disastrous blow in
the defeat of Governor Frank Mur-
phy by the Republican candidate,
Frank Fitzgerald. The chief issue
in the campaign was Governor
Murphy’s friendliness to labor and
his refusal to suppress sit-down
strikes by force and bloodshed.

McLevy In Connecticut
In CONNECTICUT, Jasper Mec-
Levy, socialist, running for gover-
nor on an independent labor ticket
made a remarkable showing, re-
ceiving 163,933, as against the

225316 for the Democratic and
1 227,572 for the Republican candi-
i dates.

| In The Far West

In CALIFORNIA, Culbert L. Ol-
son, Democratic candidate for gov-
. ernor, and Sheridan Downey, Dem-
| ccratic candidate for senator, were
- elected by big majorities. Olson
- had promised to free Tom Mooney
as soon as he would occupy the gov-
ernors chair. Another welcome re-
sult was also the defeat by a heavy
“no” vote of the initiative proposal
to regulate unions and restrict la-
bor activities. The “$30-every-
Thursday” pension plan was also
defeated.

In WASHINGTON, a union-
smashing initiative proposal sim-
ilar to that in California was also
defeated. But in OREGON the
same kind of measure seems to
have carried at the polls.

In MINNESOTA, Governor Ben-
son, Farmer-Laborite, was defeated
by Harold Stassen, Republican. In
WISCONSIN, Governor LaFollette,
Progressive, was defeated by his

Republizan opponent, Julius Heil.
* * *

| and influence in the political affairs

celona:

Vindication!

WE have just received the following information from Bar-

“The judgment of the court in the Barcelona trial of the
P.0.U.M. leaders declares that the P.0.U.M.ists are ‘sincere anti-
fascists’ and not “traitors’ as charged in the indictment, dismisses
the charges of ‘espionage’ against them and finds them guilty
ouly of ‘revolt against governmental authority’ in connection with
the so-called Barcelona ‘uprising’ in May 1937.”

(Continued from Page 1)
Wagner and the election of Charles
Poletti and James M. Mead.

“While we are disappointed in
the total vote of the American La-
bor Party in the City of New York,
we must take into account the fol-
lowing fact: that the Labor Pary’s
campaign in the last few weeks
was concentrated on the reelection
of Governor Lehman and that a
great many people voted emotion-
ally and failed to discriminate be-
¢ween our party line and that of
the Democratic party, which has
-he mechanical advantage of being
first on the voting machine.

“While the vote of last year in
the city of New York was 482,000,
our party was the beneficiary of a
LaGuardia landslide. Our guberna-
torial vote this year as compared
with the 1936 election shows a gain
of 150,000 votes. Our upstate vote
more than doubled as against last
year.

“Considering the fact that our
party was caught between two
‘andslides, a Republican landslide
upstate and a Democratic landslide
in New York City, the vote of al-
most 410,000 for our two state-wide
candidates, Joseph V. O’Leary for
attorney-general and Langdon W.
Post for controller, really repre-
sents our irreducible minimum vote
as a third party in New York
State. It definitely establishes our
party as an important factor to be
reckoned with in the future politi-
cal developments of our state.

“The loss of our five assembly-
men is a setback for our party; as
against this, we elected one con-
gressman and a new assemblyman
and supplied the votes that decided
the election of James H. Fay to
Congress.

“The American Labor Party is
confident of its continued growth

of New York State.”

ANTONINI'S STATEMENT

A somewhat different view of the
situation was expressed by Luigi
Antonini, state chairman of the
A.L.P.,, in a statement issued the
same day. The statement reads in
part:

“Luigi Antonini, state chairman
of the American Labor Party, at-
tributed the decline in his party’s
vote to the ‘deal’ it had made with
zections of the New York Republi-
can machine at the beginning of
the campaign.

“Mr. Antonini declared that, al-
tho his party’s vote had been suf-
ficiently large to make victory pos-
sible for the New Deal State tic-
ket and to elect New Dealer James
H. Fay in the 16th Congressional
District over John J. O’Connor, the
sharp drop in its vote nevertheless
indicated that, by endorsing candi-
dates identified with the Republi-
can party, it had seriously compro-
mised its prestige among labor and
liberal voters.

“The Labor Party leader dis-
claimed all responsibility for his
party’s ‘horse-trading’ with the Re-
publicans in last year’s municipal
been in California when the ‘deal’
was consummated and that, upon
his return to New York, he had
made his opposition known within
Labor Party circles but had not
made his stand public because he

"Reau the editorial on the 1938
elections on page 4.—FEditor.)

feared it might create further con-
fusion and impair the party’s vote-

ALP Leaders on Elections

Alex Rose And Antonini Issue Statements

“Alluding to the American La-
bor Party’s support of liberal Re-
puglicans in last year’s municipal
elections, Mr. Antonini pointed out
that there was a vast difference
between local elections where only
the issue of clean government was
involved and state and national
elections where the New Deal itself
was at stake.

“‘No party professing adherence
to the New Deal could support can-
didates associated with the party
and philosophy of Mr. Hoover and
possibly retain the support it had
built up by opposition to that party
and philosophy, “Mr. Antonini said.

“Mr. Antonini predicted that the
lessons of the past election would
cement the Labor Party’s ties with
the New Deal. He expressed doubt
that there would ever be a repeti-
tion of the party’s dealings with
the Republican organization.”

* * *

(Read the editorial on the A.L.P.
in the elections on page 1.—Editor.)
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Stalinites in the A.LP.

C.P. Strives to Destroy Labor Party for Popular Front

By ROBERT WALTERS,

OR some months now, active
members of the American La-
bor Party have been noticing and
commenting upon the peculiar role
of the Stalinites in the A.L.P. On
the one hand, the Communist Par-
ty just falls head over heels in its
protestations of love for the A.L.
P.; sometimes, its protestations are
even too loud and enthusiastic for
the comfort of the A.L.P.ers. But,on
the other hand, there are multiply-
ing signs of a curious aloofness in
the attitude of the C.P. as well as
certain actions on its part that do
not gibe with its official protesta-
tions. The whole matter became
particularly clear during the recent
election campaign.

In all of the official Stalinist
election propaganda, there was a
curious hesitation to come out for
the A.L.P. ticket in just so many
words. Take the card handed out
by the New York State Commit-
tee of the Communist Party. What
does it tell the voter to do? First.
to pull the Amter lever so as to
register a vote for the official
C.P. candidate for congressman-at-
large. Then to “vote for other can-
didates that stand for labor and
progress.” Just this and nothing
more. Not for the A.L.P. and Row
C, mind you, but just generally,
for those that “stand for labor and
progress”; exactly what this
means we will see a little later.

Take the Daily Worker of No-
vember 7. On page 5, there is a
box, headed: “How to Vote.” Again
the same story: “Pull the Amter
lever . . . for congressman-at-large.
. . . Then, go ahead and vote for
labor and progressive candidates
by pulling the levers by their
names.”

The International Workers
Order, a Stalinist-controlled fra-
ternal society, sends out a notice
to its members advising them
how to vote. Again, first Amter
and then “labor and progressive
candidates.” But no A.L.P.!

Why This “Non-Partisanship”?

Why this curiously “non-par-
tisan” attitude ? Surely not out of
any desire to avoid “compromis-
ing” the A.L.P., for, when it suits
their purpose, the Stalinites have
exhibited no such scruples. The
real cause can be seen by taking
concrete examples.

The elections in the 17th Con-
gressional District, Manhattan,
were of national importance be-
cause in that district, Bruce Bar-
ton, one of the possibilities as Re-
publican candidate for President
in 1940, was making a bid for re-
election. The fight was a three-
cornered one: facing Barton were
Walter Liebman, Democrat, and
George Backer, A.L.P. What the
Stalinites did in this most impor-
tant situation is now an open scan-
dal; they deliberately and almost
openly knifed Backer, the A.L.P.
candidate! On the one hand, a
vicious whispering campaign of the
most despicable sort was let loose
against Backer and his campaign
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was played down and virtually
ignored in the Stalinist press. On
the other hand, Walter Liebman
was played up at every oppor-
tunity. In the Daily Worker a few
days before election, for example,
there was an article headed: “Lieb-
man Hails Pay-Hour Bill; Hits
Lynchings.” Of course, Backer
also, and perhaps even more sin-
cerely, hailed the wage-hour bill
and condemned lynching; after all,
Backer, unlike Liebman, does not
belong to a party under whose
protective wing  lynch-“justice”
flourishes! But Liebman, the De-
mocrat, is given a spread in the
Daily Worker; Backer, the Labor-
ite, is ignored. What is this but
deliberate knifing of the A.L.P.?

The Communist Party placed
great stress on its work in the
17th Congressional District. But
all its activities were conducted
under the very curious slogan:
“Defeat Barton!” “Defeat Barton!”
—but elect whom?. Oh, the can-
didate that stands for “labor and
progress,” of course! Liebman is
presumably just as good as, if not
better than, Backer? What is this
but deliberate knifing of the A.L.
P.?

The Workers Alliance, thoroly
Stalinist-controlled, holds a de-
monstration on Columbus Circle on
November 5, a few days before
election. Who is a prominent
speaker at this demonstration?
Who else but Walter Liebman?
The Democratic politician, against
whom the A.L.P. is fighting, is re-
commended to the unemployed for
support! What is this but delibe-
rate knifing of the A.L.P.?

It may not be without signific-
ance to note that Walter Liebman
is the law partner of Lee Press-
man, one of the Stalinist errand-
boys in C.I.O. headquarters. An
appeal urging support for Liebman
was sent to every voter in the dis-
trict on the letterhead of Lee
Pressman’s law firm.

The 17th Congressional District
is only one example. There are
many others to which we will
refer in future issues of this
paper. But the point is already
clear.

The C.P. Against The
Labor Party

Fundamentally, the Communist
Party is in principle against a la-
bor party, against the independent
political organization of labor on
a class basis. Its attitude is the
direct opposite. It stands for a
Popular Front, that is, for a sort
of all-class or non-class hodge-

! podge, with the workers trailing

behind the “liberal” politicians. The
Stalinites have always advocated
dissolving the A.L.P. into some

such People’s Front. As far back
as last March, the Daily Worker
made an editorial plea that the
ranks of the A.L.P. should be
thrown open to élements who are
still members of the old parties
and who remain such. “If honest
persons are to be barred from the
A.L.P. merely because they are
still Democrats or Republicans,”
the Stalinist sheet declared on
March 2, “it would mean narrowing
down the organization ... ”

That gives the whole game
away! The Communist Party is
out for a People’s Front in Amer-
ica, of the kind that has brought
such disaster in France and Spain.
And, if the A.L.P. is going to
stand in the way of such a Peo-
ple’s Front by insisting on its in-
dependent working-class character,
then the Stalinites will knife it
and stab it in the back. That’s
the secret of the crooked Stalinist
election policy.

N the September-October issue
of the Socialist Review, Frank
N. Trager writes:

“But today every section of the
political leadership of the union
(United Automobile Workers.—
Editor.), with the honorable ex-
ception of the socialists, is plump-
ing for the Democrat Murphy.
Murphy has the support of Homer
Martin and the Stalinists. The
Lovestoneites go along. But our
party has nominated a full social-
ist slate despite the pull to go
along with Murphy.”

Frank N. Trager has been sadly
misinformed about the success
with which the Socialist Party and
its spokesmen have withstood the
pull to go along with Murphy.
Trager will be surprised to find his
party comrade, Walter Reuther, on
the labor committee sponsoring the
reelection of Frank Murphy. A
further shock 1is in store for
Trager if he examines the Novem-

Why Such Hypocrisy?

ber 5 issue of the United Auto-
mobile Worker—Conveyor Edition.
While the regular U.A.W. paper,
consistent with union policy, calls
for support of Governor Mur-
phy only, and no other Demo-
cratic candidate, the Conveyor
Edition, issued by the West Side
Loczal, of which Walter Reuther is
president, calls for the election of
Murphy and of all others “in the
Democratic column.”

Will the holier-than-thou social-
ists please explain this amazing
phenomenon? While they are at
this business of explaining, they
might also state briefly why it is
that their campaign in Michigan
for their own S P. ticket smackeil

'so much of the type of electioneer-

ing the Stalinists conducted during
the 1936 presidential campaign
when they put up Browder but
actually campaigned for Rcosevelt.

Doesn’t the whole thing smack
somewhat of hypocrisy and double-
dealing ?

Crisis in__!’_alestine

Jewish-Arab Labor Solidarity Is The Only Way Out

By FENNER BROCKWAY

London, England.
S I begin in this article, the
wireless booms out an
ultimatum from the Arab Com-
mittee of Defence to the Jews in
Palestine: “Your attitude will
create for you and all Jews in the
East the worst of calamities so far
written in history.”

The position in Palestine is for
the socialist one of the most tragic
of the many tragedies in the world
today. It is so because our sym-
pathies are pulled to both Arabs
and Jews.

I had in my office the other day
an Arab worker who was im-
patient because he had been
advised from Palestine to remain
in this country. He wanted to take
part in the struggle for national
independence against British im-
perialism.

The same day I had had a letter
from Jewish socialists in Palestine.
They gave me the names of fifteen
socialists who
sinated. These included comrades
who had a fine record in the anti-
fascist struggle in Europe and who
were as anti-imperialist as any
Arab.

During these last few weeks, I
have been having talks with Jews
and Arabs with the object of trying
to find a basis of workers unity.
We shall continue the discussion
at a meeting of the International

Mark Twain on War Hysteria

ROM Mark Twain’s “The Mys-

terious Stranger,” we -take

the following graphic description

of the birth of jingoist hysteria in
war time:

“The loud little handful. as usual,
will shout for the war. The pulpit
will, warily and cautiously, object
—at first; the great, big, dull bulk
of the nation will rub its sleepy
eves and try to make out why
there should be a war, and will say,
earnestly and indignantly: ‘It is
unjust and dishonorable and there
is no necessity for it’

“Then the handful will shout
louder. A few fair men on the
other side will argue and reason
against the war with speech and
pen, and at first will have a hear-
ing and be applauded, but it will
not last long; those others will
outshout them, and presently the
anti-war audiences will thin out
and lose popularity.

“Before long you will see a

|

curious thing—the speakers stoned
from the platform and free speech
strangled by hordes of furious men
who in their secret hearts are still
at one with those stoned speakers
—as earlier—but do not dare to
say so.

“And now the whole nation—
pulpit and all—will take up the
war cry and shout itself hoarse
and mob any honest man who
ventures to open his mouth, and
presently such mouths will cease
to open.

“Next, the statesmen will invent
cheap lies, putting the blame upon
the nation that is attacked, and
every man will be glad of those
conscience-soothing fallacies and
will diligently study them, and
refuse to examine any refutations
of them; and thus he will by and
by convince himself that the war is
just and will thank God for the
better sleep he enjoys after this
process of grotesque self-decep-
tion.”

had been assas-

Enlarged Buro in Paris at the
end of October, when repre-
sentatives of Jewish Left socialists
in Palestine and of colonial work-
ers organizations will be present.
The task of finding a basis of unity
is difficult, but few tasks are more
important at this moment.

British Trickery

The real issue is not between
Arabs and Jews. It is between
the workers and peasants of both
peoples against British imperial-
ism. British imperialism has
used first the Jews against the
Arabs and then the Arabs against
the Jews, on the principle of
“divide and rule.”

The promise to the Jews of a
national home in Palestine was
given partly to win their support
in the war of 1914-18 and partly to
provide an excuse for a British
sphere of influence.

But a considerable portion of the
Jewish population in Palestine has
not been ready to act as robots of
imperialism. Whilst the Zionist
capitalist leaders and the reformist

served that purpose, socialist and
anti-imperialist ideas introduced
by working-class refugees from
European persecution have had the
opposite result. Jewish trade
unions, cooperatives and higher
wage standards have had their
effect on the Arab workers and
peasants. They have been feared
not only by British imperialism and
Jewish capitalism, but by Arab

| feudal lords and capitalists and by

the Arab religious leaders.
Unfortunately, tho in this stage

'} of development naturally, the Arab

nationalist movement is led by the
feudal lords, religious patriarchs
and “intellectuals.” The Arab
peasants and workers are not
organized on any scale on a class
basis and their poverty and illiter-
acy have so far prevented them
from throwing up leaders of
influence. The most that can be
said, and it is a hopeful most, is
that, in many of the villages, the
nationalist renaissance is finding
expression in a desire for educa-
tion and higher standards of life.

An Inter-Racial Policy

It is inevitable that the Arab
people, under the surge of their
growing passion for national inde-
pendence, should resent the imposi-
tion of a Jewish state in their
midst by British imperialism.
Jewish socialists must recognize
this more than they do. Thev
may seek to build up Jewish-Arab
unity, but they must face the fact
taught by all history that they will

leaders of the Labor Party have:tlon against the Jews.

' A Bloody Joke! l

ROM the New York Daily
News of October 26:

“DETROIT BENCHES
COLORED PLAYER

“Raleigh, N. C., Oct. 25— Coach
Doc Newton of N. C. State College
said today that James MecMillan,
colored end of the Detroit U. team,
would not play against State here
November 12. Newton said he had
received the following letter from
Coach Gus Dorias of Detroit.

“‘I have vour letter regarding
our colored boy and I think I ap-
preciate your attitude in the mat-
ter . .. I will make arrangements
to get somebody else ready to play
his position.” ”

In other words, McMillan, colored
‘member of the Detroit University
team, is to be barred from the
game because the “Southern chival-
ry” of North Carolina State Col-
lege are too race-proud to associate
with a Negro, even on the football
field.

And it is in America that such
a cry was raised to boycott the
Olympics in Germany because of
Hitler’s policy of race discrimina-
What a
bloody joke!

fail if they have a national aim
which conflicts with the national
aims of the population among
whom they reside. The object of
making Palestine a Jewish state is
not compatible with the objeet of
making Palestine a  workers
socialist republic in which Arabs
and Jews will be equals.

If the policy of uniting Jewish
and Arab workers and peasants
is to be carried thru successfully,
a political movement must be built
up which is interracial and which
is entirely independent of both
Arab feudal leadership and the
Jewish Zionist Organization. It
must be constructed on a class
basis with absolute equality be-
tween Jewish and Arab workers
striving for the common rights of
the workers and peasants of both
races and fighting any racial dis-
crimination regarding opportunity
to work and wages.

Socialist Solidarity

I am aware, as I write, of the
difficulties. I can see those Jewish
workers settlements with search-
lights on the neighboring hills
guarding against a sudden Arab
raid. Nevertheless, the Jewish
socialists must demonstrate over
the racial antagonism which now
exists their solidarity with the
Arab workers and peasants in their
looking towards a better standard
of life and in their bitter opposition

(Continued on Page 5)




WORKERS AGE

Organ of the National Council, Independent Labor
League of America, 131 West 33rd St., New York City.
Published every Saturday by the Workers Age Publishers.
Subscription Rates: $1.00 per year; $.60 for six months;
5¢c a copy. Foreign Rates: $2.00; Canada $1.50 per year.

Entered as second class matter Nov. 5, 1934, at the Post
Office New York, N. Y. under the act of March 3, 1879.

Phone: LAckawanna 4-5282

No. 47

Vol. 7. November 19, 1938

THE ELECTIONS

MARKED swing to the right, a swing away
from the Democratic party among the electorate
and a swing away from the New Deal wing within
the Democratic party, is the most striking and sig-

nificant feature of the recent elections thruout the -

country. The Republicans scored a gain in the House
and Senate beyond even their own pre-election
claims. One state after another passed over to the Re-
publican column in the choice of governor—Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Ohio, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Connecticut, Rhode Island. The trend is
unmistakable.

It is still too early to venture a full analysis of the
gituation. It is already clear, however, that behind
the conservative swing at the polls there was a
definite political shift in the middle-class group of
the population. Despite ample experience with the
disappointing results of the New Deal in its practical
effects, the overwheiming majority of the workers
voted, as before, for the New Deal and the biggest
section of the upper-income group voted, also as
before, against it. It was the middle-class group that
changed. In all previous elections since 1932, this
middle group had given its votes to the Democratic
party; this year, however, the tide turned and turned
decisively. These people are now definitely anti-New
Deal and are likely to become even more so in the
near future.

The Administration is rapidly losing its standing
with the middle-class groups thruout the country.
Its agricultural policy is a hopeless failure. The
small merchant, manufacturer and professional find
little hope in the New Deal. Certainly, Washington
has not done very much for them, far less than for
big business. With their faith in the New Deal gone,
what more natural than that these middle-class peo-
ple should fall an easy prey to the reactionary dem-
agogy of the Republicans?

If the Administration could not hold the allegiance
of the middle-class masses, neither could labor win
it and thus save them from reaction. The dissension
in the labor movement, the civil war raging in its
midst, has not only spread wide demoralization in the
ranks of labor but has also tended to alienate the
farmers and the urban middle class. Irresponsi--
ble adventures, provoked by Stalinist intrigue in
certain unions, also contributed to the same general
effect, especially in the smaller industrial towns.
Unscrupulously exploited by the Dies Committee for
political purposes, these incidents told heavily, and
plainly had their share in the general result.

Finally, there is good reason to believe that a cer-
tain uneasiness among wide sections of the people
with the Administration’s foreign policy and war
preparations, played its part as well. Certainly, the
Administration policy in this field did not help it
very much except among a handful of Stalinists and
pro-war “liberals.”

It would be futile at the present time to attempt
any adequate estimate of the profound and far-
reaching consequences of the recent elections. But
certain things are obvious on the face of it. The Re-
publican party has already begun its comeback and
is heading straight for 1940. Inside the Democratic
party, the center of gravity has undoubtedly shifted
even further to the right, thus accentuating the
trend disclosed in the ill-fated “purge.” The control of
Roosevelt and the New Dealers will be futher weak-
ened and the conservative stand-patters, headed by
Garner, helped to the seat of power. The transforma-
tion of the Democratic party into a new, genuinely
liberal party, committed to a left New Deal pro-
gram, has become even more fantastic than ever.
Nor does there seem to be much prospect for that
“new political alignment” about which certain New
Dealers have been talking so much lately.

On the other hand, there can be little doubt that,
regardless of what move Roosevelt himself may
make, the trend in Washington will very like-
ly be in a conservative direction. This will probably
become obvious as soon as Congress meets in
January.

For labor, the election results have certain bright

spots—for example, the defeat of the union-smashing
propesal in California and the election of Culbert
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RGING the immediate reuni-

cation of the labor movement,
the General Executive Board of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union, an organization of
275,000 workers, unanimously de-
cided last week -at its session in
Washington, to “remain an inde-
pendent union [unaffiliated with
either the A.F. of L. or the C.I.O.
tho cooperating with both] . . .
until peace is established in the
labor movement.” The I.L G.W.U.,
one of the most powerful and pro-
gressive organizations in the coun-
try, was among the founders of
the C.I.O.; at the same time, it re-
tained a slim connection with the
A. F. of L. thru the fact that it
was suspended from the federa-
tion, not expelled as were the
other C.I.O. unions.

The garment-union board also
declined to send delegates to the
Pittsburgh C.I.O. convention on
the ground that the establishment
of the C.I.O. on a permanent basis
as a new federation of labor would
greatly multiply the obstacles to
eventual labor unity.

The resolution of the board,
adopted after the report of a spe-
cial comittee that had been ap-
pointed to plumb the possibilities
of the resumption of unity negoti-
ations, follows in full:

THE RESOLUTION

“The I.L.G.W.U. on October 14
received a call from the C.I.O. in-
viting it to send delegates to a
convention in the city of Pitts-
burgh. In this call, the convention
is designated as ‘the First Consti-
tutional Convention for the pur-
pose of forming a permanent or-
ganization.” This call for a na-
tional convention obviously creates
a new situation.

A Big Responsibility

HE C.I.O. convention faces a very grave responsibility. What-
ever opinion one may have as to the wisdom of calling a
constitutional convention of the C.LO. at this time, now that the
convention has been called, it can contribute to the welfare of the
labor movement by taking vigorous action in two directions: (1)
practical steps to achieve the reunification of the labor movement
in the shortest possible time; and (2) definite repudiation of the
authoritarian tendencies in the C.I.O. and the establishment
of a genuinely democratic setup with collective leadership and
a full guarantee of the autonomy of affiliated unions. It is neces-
sary for all progressive forces in the C.LO. to take a strong,
clear stand on these questions before it is too late.”—From the
declaration of the LL.L.A. on the situation in the trade-union
movement, published in the November 12, 1938 issue of the

I.L.G.W.U_._c_l_nd ClO.

Garment Union Decides To Remain Independent

“The LL.G.W.U. is one of the
original founders of the C.I.O. Our
union has always realized the vital
need for an industrial union basis
for the mass-production industries.
It hailed the formation of the C.1.0.
as a driving force in this great
organizing movement and has con-
tributed unstintingly and unspar-
ingly of effort and money to its
progress.

“The C.I.O., from the day of its
formation, has been viewed by our
union as an organizing committee
which has undertaken a definite
task to organize the workers in the
mass production industries. Neither
in its early, formative period, nor
during its period of growth and ex-
pansion did our union countenance
the thought or proposal of the
C.1.0. as a dual organization.

“It is well to recall, at this point,
that immediately after we launched
the C.I.O. together with several
other unions, our General Executive
Board, in commenting on the orig-
inal objectives of the committee,
in December, 1935, declared as fol-
lows:

“‘Favoring as we do a change
in the method of organization in
the mass-production industries and
realizing that greater and more ef-
fective results could be achieved
only by joint action, we have joined
the Committee for Industrial Or-
ganization and our union will give
this committee every support as
long as it adheres to the purposes
originally outlined by it’

“To this basic policy our union
has clung thruout its affiliation
with the C.I.O. and this policy has
been time and again upheld by the
deliberative bodies of our union.
The traditions and the decisions of
the ILL.G.W.U. have always been

(Continued on Page 6)

Olson as governor of that state
with its promise of freedom for
Tom Mooney; or the record vote
for governor piled up by Jasper
McLevy in Connecticut on a strict-
ly independent working-class tic-
ket. But the defeat of Governor
Murphy in Michigan, on an issue
that came as close to the class
strugle between labor and capital
as any in American politics, is a
terrific blow. In general, there is
every reason to fear that the forces
of employing-class reaction will im-
rmediately attempt to cash in on
their political victory at the polls
by launching a new and intensified
drive against the trade-union move-
rient—a drive for the destruction
~f labor’s rights of .self-organiza-
tion and zollective bargaining thru
the revision of the Wagner Act; a
drive to outlaw the sit-down strike
and militant labor action; a drive
to force governmental control and
regulation of some sort on the la-
bor movement. Under the present
zircumstances, it is hardly likely
that the Administration will be in
a position to stand in the way of
such a program.

i It cannot be said that labor

played any very outstanding or ef-
fective role in the elections, in
marked contrast to the situation

last year and the year before. This
is probably due primarily to the
split in the trade-unioh movement,
which has dissipated and virtually
paralyzed Tlabor’s strength on the
political field and made possible the
suicidal spite-strategy of the A, F.
of L. officialdom. But responsible
also is the policy of indiscriminate
fusion with the Democrats along
Popular Front lines that Labor’s
Non-Partisan League went in for
in certain sections of the country,

especially where Stalinist inﬁuence\

was pronounced.

The election results are a chal-
lenge and a warning to the labor
movement. New Deal Democracy is
already a broken reed, upon which
the workers can no longer rely, if
indeed they ever could. Today, the
watchword must be: labor unity—
independent labor political action—
a serious, well-planned effort to
convince the middle-class masses
that their place is side by side with
the workers in the fight against
employing-class reaction!

Talking It Over:

Art in Soviet Union
l——oBy Bertram D. Wolfe

AVING jailed Director Gerasimovic of the Pul-
kovo Observatory and shot Director Numeroff

of the Astronomical Institute at Leningrad and re-
jailed so “wreckers” and
of star-science that no Soviet astro-
nomers could be sent to the recent meeting of the
International Astronomical Union at Stockholm, the
G.P.U. has now turned its attention to the field of
Soviet art. The campaign was opened with all
solemnity by Izvestia at the beginning of Septem-
ber. Soviet art is to be purged of “the sticky sweet-
ness of romanticism.” Painters, if they know what’s
good for them, are advised to imitate Michaelangelo,
Titian, Leonardo da Vinci and other painters of the
Renaissance. “Neither French impressionism nor

post-impressionism,” they are told, “nor bourgeois
romanticism in the art of the French Revolution,
nor the spirit of eighteenth-century painting, can
harmonize with Soviet art.” Going back to the
Renaissance for their models (but, of course, not for
their subject-matter nor for examples of artistic
courage), they must nevertheless base themselves
on “new ideas, new spectators and new beauty as
the principal accessories of socialistic art,” with
“Soviet humanism” (as exemplified in the blood-
purge?) as “its basic morality.”

moved and many

“traitors”

* * *

LL sensitive observers have wondered why the
greatest social upheaval in human history has
not yet produced a great art. Ironically enough, the
best artistic expression of that earth-shaking event
is to be found in distant Mexico in the murals of
Diego Rivera, who has been accused of every crime
and condemned with every curse in the Stalinist
calendar.

The history of Soviet art and letters is full of
examples for the working class of how not to treat
its artists and writers and the artists and writers
of other classes that it may inherit along with the
society it takes over. In the early twenties, the
futurists and abstract artists got brief factional
control; then the academicians were permitted (o
hound the abstract artists out of Russia or out of
painting; with the ultra-left political line after
1928 came the dictatorship of the R.A.A.P.; this was
dissolved in 1932 and its leaders, once faithful tools
of Stalinism, were purged, some of them physically,
a few years later. Since 1928, exhibitions have been
increasingly filled with scenes showing Stalin win-
ning great military battles (it was necessary to
paint out the memory of Trotsky’s role in the
creation and leadership of the Red Army); with
scenes showing Lenin eagerly seeking advice from
Stalin and leaning upon him (it was necessary to
paint out the memory of Lenin’s dying warning to
the party that his “best disciple” must be removed
or the party would be wrecked); with ugly, in-
sincere, badly-executed portraits of Stalin by the
thousands. The very style of depiction changed with
each twist and turn of the party line: till 1934
Stalin was always stern, unsmiling, standing alone
in heroic pose, the man of steel; then he began to
appear as a benevolent patriarch, patting heads,
kissing children, seated in the bosom of his family,
smiling fixedly at all and sundry, the great human?
itarian. It was at that moment that he began the
purge!

* * *

'QOVIET art shows the consequences of this at-

tempt to force totalitarian dictatorship in this
least amenable of fields. Art exhibitions are in-
credibly dreary and mediocre; architecture, which
began beautifully, gets progressively worse and cul-
minates in the costly and garish ugliness of the new
subway and the plans for the Palace of the Soviets,
which will be not only the tallest but beyond doubt
the ugliest great skyscraper in the world.

The first blunder in dealing with the artist was
perhaps pardonable, at least understandable. It was
the demagogic error of flattering mass taste, for-
getting that under capitalism the masses are cul-
turally as well as economically oppressed and that
their taste has to be developed by works of good
art before they, in turn, can become mentors and
stimuli to the artists. But, as Soviet democracy
yielded to burocratic totalitarianism, the taste of the
burocrat became the determinant—his taste and his

(Continued on Page 6)
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Jingoism in Australia

Stalinists Call For Defense Of The British Empire

By JACK RYAN

Sydney, Australia.

October 6, 1938.

RECENT events in Europe, cul-
minating in the Munich con-
ferenze and the endorsement by the
. so-cailed “democratic” powers of
Hitler’s annexation of Sudetenland,
have had their repercussions in
Australia.
The Communist Party, in line
with its policy of recent years,
shrieked for war and pledged its
support to British imperialism.

Editorially (September 30), the,

C.P. paper stated: “The working
class in fighting Hitlerism is not
fighting an imperialist war, a war
of the type of 1914-18, but is de-
fending its hard-won liberty
against the most brutal dictator-
ship known to man. ... ”

It continues: “If it is necessary
to employ military sanections
against Hitler, then Australia can
do this without conscription.” Ow-
ing to a traditional hostility to
conscription by the Australian
working class, the C.P. cannot ad-
vocate it—as yet.

A few days later the C.P. organ
has this to say:

“The fascist imperialists aim,"as

their predecessors did in the time;

of Kaiser Wilhelm, at the redivi-
sion of the world, at the conquest
of colonies that brings them, no
‘matter how Chamberlain may wrig-
gle, to conflict with Britain and
-France. The present policy of capi-
tulation, retreat and betrayal be-
fore the aggressor merely strength-
ens fascism for the new ‘Der Tag’
at the same time sacrificing de-
mocracy everywhere.”

No imperialist war, of course—
just a battle for the redivision of

The A.L.P. in
The Elections

(Continued from Page 1)
especially upon the organizational
machinery and experience of its af-
filiated trade unions. This is the
party’s best bet .

Problem Of Stalinism

But it is precisely here that the
A.L.P. meets wtih a problem that
is bound to grow more serious in
coming months—the problem of
Stalinism. The Stalinites are in
the A.L P. in order to do their best
to destroy it as a labor party and
convert it into a sort of American
Popular Front. They have no loyal-
ty to the A.L.P. and are quite
ready to knife it whenever the
A.L.P. stands in the way of their
Popular Front schemes, as an arti-
cle elsewhere in this issue so well
points out. As long as such an ele-
ment, which always places its own
narrow partisan interests above
the interests and discipline of the
labor party, remains entrenched in
so many assembly-district clubs,
the A.L.P. will never be able to
build up the strong and effective
political organization it needs. The
problem of Stalinism cannot be

squarely.

There is absolutely no reason for
despair or discouragement in
A.L.P. ranks, despite the setback
the party has received. The party
is strong and firmly established as
the political representative of labor
in this state. Considering that it
is no more than three years old, its

very much to be proud of. Its pros-
pects are as good as ever. What the
A.L.P. needs is to maintain its
spirit and morale and to absorb the
main lessons of the elections. And
these lessons are: first, the neces-
sity and possibility of increasing
political independence; and, second,
the vital need of building up a par-
ty election machinery that will

the world, colonies, etc.!

Here is a gem from the C.P. or-
gan in reply to an Indian visitor
who hinted, only hinted, that India
may not support Britain in the next
war:

“In refusing to give Britain
wholehearted support in the event
of resistance to aggression, how-
ever, Dr. Kunzru is on the wrong
track. The greater the resistance
to the fascist aggressors, the
stronger becomes world democra-
cy, and this would be reflected in
a growth and strengthening of the
Indian movement for freedom and
independence.”

In other words, build up the
movement for Indian freedom and
independence by supporting British
imperialism!

By DOROTHY D. BROMLEY

I’M not one of those who believe
that all the news can be told in
pictures, but I wish for today I
could present in the space of this
column just two newspaper pic-
tures and let readers add them up
for themselves.

Picture number one appeared in
the Newark Ledger June 5. It
shows Norman Thomas being pelted
with eggs in Military Park, New-
ark. It shows the crowd attacking
him and one of the mob is identified
in the caption as Nat Arno. This
Arno, it was testified by Socialist
Party Secretary Clara Handleman,
who was standing next to Norman
Thomas, menaced her with a bun-
dle of American flags (“Oh say can
you see?”), while other men re-

(Continued from Page 3)
to British imperialism.

Jewish socialists must be first in
demanding, in the mixed com-
munities, equal rights, oppor-
tunities and wages for the Arab
workers, and must resist boldly all
Jewish nationalist tendencies to
boycott Arab workers and “to buy
Jewish-made goods only.” The
Jewish socialists must be fore-
most in demanding a redistribution
of land to the Arab peasants, the
wiping out of the peasant in-
debtedness, and the expropriation
of the concessions of natural
resources which have been made to
Jewish capitalists.

Terribly difficult to do—but the
alternative is that the whole
Jewish population will be over-
whelmed finally in the victory of
Arab independence in the Near
East over British and French im-
perialism. In the course of time a
great Arab awakening in the Near
East is inevitable. The Arab
peoples will throw over the domina-
tion of European imperialism. At
that moment, the constructive work
of the Jewish population in
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The Crisis in Palestine

Palestine might be swept aside in
destruction unless a basis of unity
with the Arab workers and
peasants can be created meanwhile.
We appeal to both Jewish and
Arab workers and peasants to risz
above the present racial antago-
nisms, despite the frighfulness
which has occurred and is still
occurring, and to wunite in the
common fight against imperialism,
feudalism and capitalism.

Miles Tour

The following dates have already
been arranged for the organization
tour of George F. Miles. Further
information and a fuller schedule
will be found in coming issues of
this paper:

Nov. 19-20: Wiikes-Barre, Pa.

Nove. 30: Muskegon, Mich.

Dec. 1-2: Detroit, Mich.

Dec. 3-4-5: Flint, Mich.

Dec. 6-7: Lansing, Mich.
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The BAZAAR will be open Thursday and Friday evening and
all day Saturday and Sunday,

A big selection of dresses, cloaks, furs, toys, books,
etc. A Mexican table with a large assortment of at-
tractive novelties, All articles will be sold at half

DANCE on Saturday eveining, December 17 at 8:30 P. M. Fine
music - games - refreshments.
Auspices: INDEPENDENT LABOR INSTITUTE
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December 15, 16, 17 and 18.

II A Versatile Hooligan

viled her. Arno was fined $25 for
his part in the disturbance.

So what? you say. It’s no news
that New Jersey harbors gangsters
who do Hague’s dirty work. Look
at the second picture for the so-
what.

This clipping is from the Newark
Ledger of October 27 and it fea-
tures the Schwaben Hall Bund
fracas. The picketing may have
been peaceful, but what followed
wasn’t. Said the Ledger in its lead:
“Wild guerilla warfare . . . in
which more than fifteen persons
were injured, last night marked the
worst anti-Nazi riot in Essex Coun-
ty since 1934.

The picture on page 2 of the
Ledger shows five persons in the
front line of the pickets. One of
the marchers is Nancy Cox Parker,
New Jersey secretary of the Amer-
ican League for Peace and Democ-
racy, and the man next to the man
next to her is none other than Nat
Arno. They are walking under a
placard which reads paradoxically:
“No room for Nazism here.”

Arno, it appears, is a quick-
change artist. He doesn’t even wear
a false face in this picture, where
he’s shown sucking a large cigar
in the corner of his mouth in the
best roughneck fashion. I have not
the slightest idea who paid him to
march with the League’s Nancy,
any more than I know who paid
him for his part in the Nazi riot.

But I must say the American
League for Peace and Democracy
is badly off for anti-Nazi demon-
strators if it has to fill up its ranks
with men who one day behave like
Nazis attacking a socialist speaker
and another day march under an
anti-Nazi banner. In this connec-
tion, the League’s New York office
admitted when 1 queried it on the
Union City Bund riot that it makes
common cause, so far as “peaceful
picketing” goes, with veterans or
any other group that will come
out against the Bund.

Any day now I expect to see the
League join hands with I-Am-the-
Law Hague, should he take it into
his head to prove his one-hundred-
percentism by picketing the Bund.

'If'the League only knew it, it’s
digging its own grave. Those who
unite with hooligans will inevitably
be corrupted by their tactics and
will ultimately be destroyed by
them.

I’'m wondering how the American
L?ague for Peace and Democracy
will explain away this one.

* X #

(Dorothy Dunbar Bromley is a
columnist on the New York Post. The
above article appeared in_her column
in the November 4 issue—Editor.)

—

JOIN!

I want to help build a

progressive labor move-
ment

I want to help fight for a
socialist America,
therefore

I hereby apply for mem-
bership in the

INDEPENDENT
LABOR LEAGUE
OF AMERICA

131 West 33rd Street
New York City
Name
Address
City
State

Two Letters

Cincinnati, Ohio.
N M. S. Mautner’s article on
“The Roosevelt Purge” (Work-
ers Age, September 24), he points
out quite correctly that “the New
Deal candidates were scarcely
distinguishable, as far as political
coloration goes, from their party
rivals,” because Roosevelt made
reorganization and the court issue
the test issues in the “purge.” And
he gives Camp, McAdoo and others
as examples. But I think that he
has omitted the most glaring ex-
ample of all—Senator Robert J.
Bulkley of Ohio.

Senator Bulkley voted AGAINST
the N.R.A., the Black 30-hour bill,
T.V.A.,, A.A.A. (both times), the
soil-conservation  measure, the
Guffey coal act, the wages-and-
hour bill. But he stood with Roose-
velt on reorganization and court
reform. So he was baptized into a
“liberal” and endorsed by the
White House! That’s the kind of
“purge” it was!

H. W.
* k%
(The letter below was addressed to
Jjay Lovestone.—Editor.)

October 27, 1938

have found your paper to be ex-

tremely informative and able

in its task of presenting news from

the Marxist point of view, without

detriment to honest reporting and

without lapse into that pedantic

wrangle which prevents other

papers with a similfir tendency

from reaching many intelligent
people who are not experts.

Furthermore, I have found
analyses of particular situations as
I have heard them from you on
various platforms to be very
enlightening. I was especially im-
pressed by the prediction which I
heard you make in April with
regards to Czechoslovakia.

It is for this reason that I am
writing you on a matter which has
been lately concerning me, a
matter of a rather fundamental
nature. Particularly, too, since you
touch upon this matter in your
column in the Workers Age of
October 29th, under the heading
“Government Ownership Not So-
cialism.”

The matter which concerns me
is to find out just what socialism
is. It seems to me that Marxists
in their zeal to point out the
defects, or perhaps you would
rather say the contradictions, of
capitalism, have quite neglected to
inform those whom they would win
over of the nature of what they
would have take the place of
capitalism. True, there is enough
of negative information, such as
you give in your column referred
to, telling us what socialism is not.
On the positive side, we get
something like this: “Socialism
involves taking the means of
production out of the hands of the
small class which owns the today
and putting them in the hands of
the whole people.” This, you say,
does not mean government owner-
ship. What, then, does it mean?

I do not ask for a “blue-print”
of socialism, nor do I expect that
every detail must be known in
advance, But surely, you cannot
expect one to advocate socialism
without having some clear idea
what it is. S. K.

(T.he question raised by S. K. will
be discussed in an early issue of this
paper.—Editor.)
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LECTION campaign. week.—
During the past several
weeks, the various city organiza-
tions of the I.L.L.A. have been
busily engaged in election-cam-
paign work. This has been especial-
ly true of the membership in New
York, Michigan and California.
Speaking, canvassing, distributing,
watching and the many other de-
tails connected with election work
were carried on in a vigorous
manner. Many members played
quite an important part in the elec-
tion work carried on by their re-
spective unions. In New York City,
Philadelphia and Los Angeles, the
IL.L.A. issued special leaflets
presenting the I.L.L A. position on
program, candidates and indepen-
dent working-class political action.
* * *

“Where We Stand.” — Orders
continue coming in. Detroit has
sent in a second order for an ad-
ditional 200. Flint has asked for
300; Lansing, for 50. Flint also re-
quested 100 copies of Bob Ed-
wards’ pamphlet “Upsurge of
American Labor,” with Lansing
putting in an order for 25. The
Downtown No. 2 Branch of New
York ordered 100 copies of “Where
We Stand.” What about hearing
from places not yet on record?

* * *

“Youth Frontier.”—The circula-
tion manager of our Youth Sec-
tion magazine, Youth Frontier, re-
ports all copies of the first issue
sold out. The second issue in pre-
paration, we have been told, will
be even better.

*

* %

Bazaar for German refugees.—
The Independent Labor Institute
is running a bazaar for the aid of
underground Germany and Ger-
man refugees—to take place at
Rivera Hall, 131 West 33 St., New
York City, on Thursday and Friday
evenings, December 15 and 16, and
all day Saturday and Sunday,
December 17 and 18. All proceeds
are for the above-mentioned pur-
pose. Friends of the Institute and
all interested in helping the anti-
fascist victims of Germany, Aus-
tria and Czechoslovakia are asked
to contribute books, pictures,
novelties, notions, toys, knick-
knacks, groceries, etc. The commit-
tee in charge plans to offer bargain

Art in the USSR

(Continued from Page 4)
needs as burocrat—with results
in the case of such great artists as
Meyerhold, Shostakovitch and
Eisenstein, that are too well-known
to require retelling. The dicta and
deeds of Stalin in this field make
it look as if he were bent on wip-
ing out the differences between
Hitler’s brand of totalitarianism
and his own.

The artist cannot be forced to
accept by ukase a subject that does
not stir creative desire within him.
Still less can he be told how to
paint it, since style is the man
himself and each good artist
creates his own esthetics. The
number of ways in which good
pictures have been painted, can be
painted, will be painted, is incal-
culable. Of those who paint for us,
or for the society we hope to con-
trol and reorganize into a more
human social order, all that we can
safely demand is competence and
genuineness—that they have some-
thing to say, that they say it the
best they know how, that they have
the courage to resist attempts to
force them into insincerity in mat-
ter or manner. Sincerity is the con-
science of the artist. If he have
that, he can learn in the end from
the masses as well as teach them
Only thru this interaction can the
artists help to beget great aud:-
ences and the great audience in
turn serve to beget great artists.

Work “

prices to all patrons of the bazaar.

On Saturday evening, there will

be a dance and entertainment.
* * *

Blackwell Defense Committee.—
The I.L.L.A. is cooperating in the
work of this committee, on which
are representatives of the Social-
Democratic Federation, the So-
cialist Party, the Socialist Work-
ers Party, the anarchists, and vari-
ous liberals and intellectuals. The
aim of the committee is to secure
the release of Russell Blackwell
(Negrete) from the clutches of the
Stalinist G.P.U. in Spain. A dele-
gation was sent to the State De-
partment in Washington, D. C. The
New York District Committee of
the LL.L.A. sent a resolution to
Secretary of State Hull on the
matter. Several papers have given
publicity to the campaign.

* * *

Independent Labor Institute.—
The Institute held a very success-
ful affair on Saturday evening,
November 5. The next dance
scheduled for Rivera Hall is Satur-

day evening, December 3.

Stalin Clique

in UOPWA

Ousts Progressive Leader

Anne Gould Suspended For Oppositional Views

By O. W.

New York City.

SING its mechanical majority

the Stalinist administration

of Local 16, United Office and

Professional Workers Union, sus-

pended Anne Gould, from the

union for four months merely for

puglishing a paper, the Progres-

sive Union Worker, distributed to

delegates to the last national con-
vention of the union,

Altho Miss Gould was charged
also with “slandering” the union,
this charge was withdrawn before
witnesses had an opportunity to
testify to the truth of the material
contained in the paper.

At a membership meeting of the
union held recently, the minority
pointed out that the union’s con-
stitution obligated every member
to defend freedom of thought whe-
ther expressed by tongue or pen
and that, therefore, the rule for-
bidding the publishing of views dif-
fering from the majority was un-

Company Union Meet in
St. Louis Is Big Fiasco

C.1.0. Members Expose Hershey Model Stooge Outfit

By ALBERT EASTON

St. Louis, Mo.

F the National Federated Inde-

pendent Union, Hershey Chozo-
late model of company union,
meets with as little success thru-
out the country as it did in St.
Louis, then it is sure to die of per-
nicious anemia. A widely adver-
tised mass-meeting, called by this
company-union outfit for Thursday
evening, October 27, at Rock Spring
Turner Hall, brought out no more
than a handful of stooges. When
the meeting opened, there were at
least three C.I.O. members for
each of the company unionists;
when it ended, there were four
unionists for every company stooge.
The big C.I.0. turnout was re-
markable since the members were
mobilized in a few hours that same
day. It is a tribute to the alert
initiative of the local C.I.O. that
it responded so quickly to counter-
act the poisonous propaganda of
anti-union outfits that pose as
unions.

The speaker of the evening was
none other than the president of
the National Federated Indepen-
dent Union with headquarters in
Indianapolis, a certain Mr. Gallo-
way. He delivered a long, rambling
and boastful talk that out-Died
Dies. The C.I.O. members merelyv
laughed at his nonsense and asked
some pointed questions which Mr.
Galloway blandly avoided. The
chairman promised that there
would be a 15-minute period for
questions and discussion, but when
the time came, the speaker back=d
down for fear that his falsehoods
would be exposed by the C.I.O. rep-
resentatives. The speaker was es-
pecially insistent upon maligning
the U.M . W. of which he claimed to
have been a member at one time
He made some baseless charges
which he challenged anvone to dis-
prove, but he refused to let Martin
Wagner, vice-president of District
50, U.M.W., to make a statement.
Mr. Wagner, however, did have the
last word by speaking, after the
nervous chairman had adjourned
the meeting, to the auto, steel,
packing-house, gas-house and other
organized workers who were at the
meeting to show that the “Inde-

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
WORKERS AGEi

pendent Union” was nothing but a
fraud. '

The C.I.O. members displayed re-
markable self-control in the face
of the many provocative statements
of the speaker. Where does Mr.
Galloway get the money for these
trips and meetings? Who is his
chocolate-daddy ?

ILGWU and CIO

{ Continued from Page 4)

against a divided labor movement
and against dual unionism.

“We have held and hold today
that there should be room in the
American labor movement for both
industrial and craft unions to meet
every form of legitimate evolu-
tion of labor organization in Amer-
ican industry without dualism and
with a minimum of easily adjust-
able jurisdictional claims. It was
because of this conviction that our
union has from the earliest days
of its participation in the C.I.O.
sought to bring about a reconcilia-
tion of the conflicting interests in
the labor movement, exploring
every possible opening and oppor-
tunity for peace.

“It is unnecessary, we believe, at
this moment to reiterate in detail
the reasons why peace has not up
to this time been achieved within
the labor movement. We are, how-
ever, faced at this moment with
the concrete problem of a consti-
tutional convention of the C.I.O.,
called for the purpose of establich-
ing a permanent national federa-
tion in avowed competition with
the existing A. F. of L. and with
all its affiliated unions.

“Mindful of the direct mandate
of our Atlantic City convention in
May 1937, instructing us ‘to seek
by every means in our power to
compose the rift in the ranks of
organized labor to the end that
the American working class shall
not be confronted with dual na-
tional movements,” and acting with
the authority of the resolution
passed by that convention which
vested ‘full power in the General
Executive Board to guide the
course and the destiny of our
union until the next convention
with regard to this controversy to
the end that the best interests of
our International be safeguarded,’
we adont the following decision:

“l. The formation of a perma-

constitutional; but this was un-
availing. When an early test vote
showed the minority had 130 to
160 votes, the administration sent
out for reinforcements, and after
10 o’clock scores dragged from
other meetings came to vote even
tho they heard neither the major-
ity nor minority reports nor Miss
Gould’s defense. The suspension
and report of the trial board were
carried by a vote of 270 to 135. A
spirited defense of the minority
position was made at the meeting
by May Bromberg, daughter of B.
Charney Vladeck. It was the first
time she had ever spoken at a
union meeting.

The majority report accused
Miss Gould and her supporters of
“anarchistic conduct” and asserted
the union had the right to rid it-
self of such members. Miriam
Silvis, a speaker for the minority
report, handed to President Haw-
ley the signatures of 325 members
protesting against the trial and
associating themselves with the
accused member in the publishing
of the Progressive Office Worker.
So far no charges have been
brought against them.

Having tasted blood, however,
the administration is bringing an-
other progressive member to trial
—this time for taking a job in a
union office without the sanction
of Commissar Morris Yanoff, who
has devised the fiction of a “rota-
ting hiring system.” Actually, pro-
gressive members are forgotten
when the union is called on to fill
jobs; instead, they are recom-
mended to private employment
agencies. The administration uses
its power to place Communist Par-
ty members and stooges into posi-
tions in labor organizations where
they may carry on spying activ-
ities for the party. This is one
reason why the C. P. will go the
limit in its support of Lewis Mer-
rill, for it regards the office-work-
ers union as of important strategic
value.

The progressives augmented their
forces by their militant attitude in
defense of genuine democracy at
the union meeting .at which Miss
Gould was suspended. By its per-
version of democracy to mean the
complete crushing of the minority,
the administration is arousing an
ever growing opposition which will
put an end to its rule over the or-
ganized office workers before long.

nent national union to supersede
the C.I.O. would, in our judgment,
sharpen the conflict in the labor
movement, and would create great-
er obstacles for ultimate reconcili-
ation. Traditionally opposed to dual
unionism, we therefore decide not
to take part in the move to form
a permanent competitive national
organization.

“2. We readily acknowledge the
historic service performed by the
C.I.O. in organizing large numbers
of workers in mass-production in-
dustry who had been in the past
neglected by the A. F. of L., but
we are no less keenly aware that
the perpetuation of the division of
labor thru the existence of twn
national competitive labor bodi=s
would prove ruinous to the well-
being of the workers as well as
to the general community. The set-
back suffered by the progressive
and liberal forces in the last elec-
tion is unquestionably due, in part,
to the division in the labor move-
ment.

“We do not believe now, and w=
never believed, that two separate
labor movements are required to
achieve the common objective of
labor. We believe now, as we have
always believed, that the unified
labor organization in this country
could and should bring the benefits
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| AFTER THE PACT |
| TO "BAN" WAR

2]
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WO and a half million persons

have been killed in warfare
thruout the world since the sign-
ing of the Kellogg-Briand Anti-
War .Pact in Paris ten years ago,
according to military experts cited
in an Associated Press dispatch
recently. At least ten billion dollars
have been spent or lost in warfare
since then, and the world now is
spending well over that amount
annually on its armies, navies and
air forces.

There have been four major, al-
tho undeclared, wars since 1928.

The three-year Chaco war be-
tween Bolivia and Paraguay, ter-
minating in 1935, cost at leas*
100,000 lives. Fifty thousand
Ethiopians and more than 5,000
Italians lost their lives in the
Italian conquest of Ethiopia end-
ing in 1936.

Between 1,000,000 and 1,500,000
persons have been killed in Spain
in the last two years, and the
lowest estimates are that more
than 1,000,000 were killed in the
first year of the Chinese-Japanese
conflict.

of organization to all wage-earn-
ers in the land, whether in the
mass-production or the skilled in-
dustries, and protect labor against
its economic as well as political
enemies.

“Being vitally interested in the
reconciliation of the two parts of
the labor movement, we therefore
decide that, until peace is establish-
ed in the labor movement, or it is
otherwise decided by a regular or
special convention of our union,
we remain an independent union. -

“3, Tho unaffiliated with either
side, our policy in the future will
be to support every genuine effort,
whether C.I.O. or A. F. of L, in
their organizational activity for
the improvement of the condition
of the workers and in every effort
to achieve peace in the labor
movement.”

Zimmerman’s Stand

Vice-President Charles S. Zim-
merman, leader of Dressmakers
Union Local 22 with 30,000 mem-
bers in New York, voted for the
board’s resolution, but added this
qualifying statement:

“I agree with the content and
spirit of the proposed resolution?
I am opposed to the formation of
a dual movement. But I am in
favor of sending delegates to the
C.I.0. convention in order to
present our program for unity.”

N Chile, we learn from the

New York Times (Octo-
ber 26), the “Popular Front”
has triumphed in the presi-
dential elections. And a curi-
ous “Popular Front” it is!
According to the same Times
report, it is a “firmly con- -
stituted” alliance, “embracing r
social'sts and communists

and supported by Nazi and
fascist elements.”
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