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AT FIRST GLANCE

by Jay Lovestone

McNUTT'S MILITARY JUNKET

VEN the most alert of our metropolitan dailies have, for one reason or

another best known to themselves, given very little notice to the
return to Manila of High Commissioner Paul V. McNutt from a tour of
Indo-China, Siam and Singapore. We consider such a visit by an American
politico-military official of high standing to bear sinister significance in
these turbulent days. This junket is on a par with the plan to fortify
Guam. Nor must we ever forget that the United States can join the
European holocaust by sailing and marching westward as well as eastward.

That the Roosevelt-Wall Street “defense” program has long-range
targets as well as long-range perspectives is easily confirmed by an
analysis of the coming spending orgy for so-called ‘national-defense”
purposes. Thus, we are frankly told by the Army and Navy Journal in
its issue of January 28, 1939: “It can be said that the air bomber, with
its long-range possibilities and its great destructive powers, is receiving
the greatest stress and probably will be given the most funds.” We have
a hunch that such super-patriotic organs as the Daily Worker will explain
this item by telling us that we need such huge bombers to be able to fly
from, let us say, Washington to San Francisco and then back to New
York in order to defend the metropolis. Perhaps we will be told that this
is another Corrigan proposition. But there would be no point in trying
to guess the apologies Stalin and Company’s American branch will concoct
in order to help chain American labor to the chariot of war.

COLLAPSE OF NAZI GERMANY

HE Nazi organ of economic theory, Volkswirt, dropped an exceedingly
significant historical remark when it recently said: “Even if we
stopped casting cannon, we would not have enough butter. . . . Special
laws apply to those whose life is in danger. . . . The entire German
people will test the energy of their will to live in the field of exports ... ”
It goes on to emphasize that the “only remaining possibility is an increase
in exports of 25% to 30%, thus subjecting the world market to that sharp
competition which was one of the most important causes of the World
War.”

What a filthy cat has been let out of the bag in this case! Let those
who are again raving about “making the world safe for democracy” thru
another world war, let those who are again ranting about the “conflict
of ideals” at the root of the differences between the “democratic” (sati-
ated) imperialist powers and the fascist (still unsatiated) imperialist
powers take their thinking caps out of hock and put them on. We
hope many of them will soon learn that the capitalist world is a business
world and that wars waged by its powers are business (imperialist) wars.

But more than even this truth is revealed in the above confession by
the Volkswirt. Here is an admission that, despite all the terrorization,
strait-jacketing, oppression and degradation of labor, and the ruthless
violation of the sacred laws of “orthodox” and “liberal” capitalist eco-
nomics, fascism can neither save nor invigorate capitalism as a socio-
economic system, Clearly, what appear to be cures for the moment or
shots in the arm at first, soon turn out to be fatal curses or shots in the
head and heart. More than 47% of Germany’s national income is now
devoured by the Nazi state. Well over half of this goes into outright air,
land and sea armament boosting.

Last year may haye been a year of triumphs abroad for the Hitler
war-machine, but it was a year of steep depreciation for the Nazified
economic machine. Triumphant fascist Germany is sinking ever more
deeply into inflationary finance. No elasticity of method—inflation, tax-
ation, degradation—can for long blot out of the picture certain persistent
fundamentals. Nazi Germany’s further expansion of “capital” goods
(armaments) with which to extort more markets and more profits for the
Reich’s biggest business interests can mean only further contraction of
the consumption goods available for the great mass of the population,
Hopelessly, Germany is being clamped in the war-hunger vice. This is
synonymous with the total bankruptcy of the capitalist order in Ger-
many. All the tampering with this organism by the cruel and clumsy
Nazi witch-doctors seeking its revival, only painfully dramatizes the
need of working-class undertakers (the proletarian revolution) forever
disposing of the disease-breeding corpse in central Europe.

“SOCIALIST” IMPERIALISM

ITH unanimity and without discussion, the French Chamber of Depu-

ties adopted the following resolution on February 3: “The Chamber

of Deputies solemnly declares that all parts of the Empire are placed

under the protection of the nation to the same extent as Continental

France, that the sovereignty of France is indivisible and that it cannot be
either transmitted, delegated, or shared.”

Many scores of these deputies hold red membership cards in the so-
cialist and communist parties of France, in these parties pledged to so-
cialism and freedom.

We suppose that the “foreign experts” of the Stalin agency in the
United States will soon tell us that this shameful betrayal of the millions
of colonial masses held down by French military might, is a sort of stream-
lined execution of Lenin’s teaching and that this vote is in line with
the program of the Communist International which declares:

“The communist parties in the imperialist countries must render
systematic aid to the colonial revolutionary liberation movement and to the
movement of oppressed nationalities generally, The duty of rendering
active support to these movements rests primarily upon the workers in
the countries upon which the oppressed nations are economically, financial-
ly, or politically dependent. The communist parties must openly recognize
the right of the colonies to separation and their right to carry on propa-
ganda for separation, i.e., propaganda in favor of the independence of the
colonies from the imperialist state. They must recognize their right of
armed defense against imperialism, i.e., the right of rebellion and revo-
lutionary war. They must advocate and give active support to this defense
by all means in their power. The communist parties must adopt this line
of policy in regard to all oppressed nations.”

Obviously, the last links that once bound French social-democracy and
Stalinism to socialism have long ago been snapped.

No Prospects of Full
Employment Ahead

A. F. of L. Sees Danger of New Crisis

nomic trends:
“Unless the American nation can

HERE is no prospect of a return
to 1929 levels of production and

employment in 1939, the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor declared
in its recent monthly survey of busi-
ness based upon various economic
and statistical sources of informa-
tion. )

To the degree that the outlook for
this year is encouraging, this is due
mainly to the resistance of organized
workers to wage cuts which would
have reduced general purchasing
power.

The survey estimates the number.

of the unemployed in December at
10,380,000, about 3,000,000 more
than in September 1937, when un-
employment reached its recovery low
point, while labor-displacing machi-
nery has eliminated about 2,000,000
workers in the last nine years.
Following its declaration that
‘there is little hope for returning to
the production and employment lev-
els of 1929 this year, the survey pre-
sents the following analysis and
forecast based upon current eco-

devise some means of national plan-
ning, labor will be permitted full
employment to create full produc-
tion only for short periods of pros-
perity; the years between will be
times of widespread unemployment
and low production, with miserable
living standards and actual hunger
for millions.

“A very real danger lies ahead for
1940. The federal government, with
its spending for recovery, has not
succeeded in getting private indus-
try to put men to work and produce
goods to capacity. By 1940, the pres-
sent wave of government spending
will have largely exhausted its stim-
ulating effect on business and, unless
plans are devised to set private in-
dustry to work producing goods and
raising living standards, ‘we shall
either face another depression or a
greater armament program to put
men to work. Exeessive armaments
lower living standards and increase
danger of war.”

A.F.L. Council

For Aid to

Refugees

Also Vote Support Of
Walsh Amendments To
Wagner Act

Miami ,Fla.

The Executive Council of the A. F.
of L., continuing its sessions last
week, approved proposed federal
legislation designed to permit the
entry of 10,000 German refugee
children into the United States
under the supervision of the Quakers
Relief Organization. The plan was
also strongly endorsed by John L.
Lewis, president of the C.1.O.

Latin-American relations arose as
an important issue after a report by
Matthew Woll, recently returned
from a trip to Mexico. The Council
had before it a proposal to send a
commission to the Latin-American
countries to lay the groundwork
for a Pan-American labor conference
to combat fascism and Nazism, ac-
cording to William Green, A. F. of
L. president. The Council will also
be asked to revive the Pan-Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, which has
not held any meetings for about six
vears. The revival of this organiza-
tion would help the A. F. of L. offset
John L. Lewis’s connections with the
Latin-American labor movement
established at the conference in
Mexico City last Summer.

The Council voted approval of the
Walsh amendments to the Wagner
Act altho it was said that not all
Council members were unanimous.
Particularly, a number of Council
members were understood to be op-
posed to granting employers the
right to ask for Labor Board elec-
tions, as the Walsh bill provides.

The situation in the American
Federation of Teachers is also up
for discussion. It was expected that
the Executive Council would ecall
upon the A. F. of L. to “clean house”
by breaking the Stalinist domination
over the New York locals of the

(Continued on Page 2)

Negrin Says
Fight Will
Go On

England, France Give
Open Aid To Franco;
Terror In Catalonia

Confusion and dissension reigned
in Spanish Loyalist councils last
week as the fascist forces of General
Franco swept thru Catalonia vir-
tually unopposed. There was con-
siderable uncertainty as to what the
next move of the Loyalist leaders
would be.

Premier Juan Negrin and most of
his cabinet were in hiding somewhere
across the French border. Negotia-
tions for an armistice were initiated
with the Insurgents but with no de-
finite conclusion. Latest reports were
that Negrin and his staff would re-
turn to Valencia by air.

In Madrid, General Miaja, dictator
of the central zone remaining in
Loyalist hands, declared that he was
going to continue the struggle to the
very end. He was also reported, how-
ever, to be in ‘touch with Franco
negotiating peace on his own respon-
sibility.

Great Britain and France were
making final preparations for the
recognition of the Franco regime as
the government of Spain. Arrange-
ments for a huge Anglo-French loan
to Franco in order to offset Italo-
German influence, were being com-
pleted. Britain intervened to obtain
the surrender of the island of Mi-
norca, held by the Loyalists, to Gen-
eral Franco by sending a cruiser
carrying an Insurgent emissary to
that stronghold. It was said that the
British Foreign Office was manouver-
ing for the restoration of the
monarchy as a cover for a military
dictatorship under Anglo-French in-
fluence.

Meanwhile the fascist forces of
General Franco were spreading de-
vastation and terror thruout Cata-
lonia. The stream of refugees to
France increased daily to vast pro-
portions.

Byrnes Report Perils
W.P.A. Set-Up

Recognizes Unemployment Permanent

Washington, D. C.
0O little attention has been paid
by the labor press to the re-
port, made public about a month
ago, of the Senate Committee to In-
vestigate Unemployment and Relief,
headed by Senator James F. Byrnes
of South Carolina. This report pro-
poses the wholesale revision of the
federal unemployment and relief
system, a revision that is bound to
have serious consequences for the
great masses of the workers, unem-
ployed and employed alike.

MAIN FEATURES
OF REPORT

The main features of the Byrnes
report are the following:

1. Unemployment and relief are
a permanent problem and must be
dealt with on a permanent basis.

2. Unemployment and relief are
primarily a federal problem and a
federal responsibility. The states are
to help but the job is essentially
federal in scope. .

3. A new federal Department of
Public Works would be established,
into which would go W.P.A., P.W.A,,
C.C.C. and N.Y.A. This new depart-
ment would work in conjunction with
the Social Security Board to cope
with unemployment.

4. Unemployment insurance would
be the “first line of defense” in
periods of depression. Unemploy-
ment-insurance systems paying
benefits already exist in all but
three states (Illinois, Georgia, Mon-
tana). These would be coordinated
by federal law and bolstered by
federal payments to match state
benefits paid. The proposed scale of
benefits is $56 (minimum) to $15
(maximum) per week for 13 weeks
of unemployment to workers certi-
fied as having held jobs for 26 weeks
within a year, having lost their jobs
thru no fault of their own. The U. S.
employment service, reorganized and
refinanced, would be charged with
finding jobs for these workers.

5. Social-security aid to the aged
and the blind would be raised to
make $15 the monthly minimum (in-
stead of the maximum, as now),
with $20 (instead of $18) for de-
pendent children.

6. A permanent public-works (not
work-relief) program would be set
up, with one-third of the cost borne
by states whose per-capita income is
up to the national average, less by
states of lower per-capita. Project

allotments would be made on a basis
of population and federal unemploy-
ment-census figures.

7. Administrative employees of |

the Public Works Department would
be put under civil-service rules.

CONSTRUCTIVE AND
DANGEROUS SIDES

It is obvious that there are many
constructive aspects to this plan.
The recognition that unemployment
and relief constitute a permanent
problem under the present economic
setup, and a federal problem, too, is
very welcome, particu]arly in view
of the talk in reactirnary “economy”

(Continued on Page 2) ’

“National Defense”
—In China!

HE two-billion-dollar rear-
mament program—and
more to come—is necessary,
we are told, for ‘‘continental
defense,” to defend the
western hemisphere against
“fascist aggression.” In this
light, the following paragraph
from the January 23 issue of
Time, a magazine which writes
with special authority on these
matters, is particularly signi-
ficant:

“The General Staff of the
Army believe that only Britain
could invade North or South
America, that Germany with
all her air fleet could not do
so because of her minuscule
navy and shortage of trans-
ports, that Japan might seize
the Philippines but hardly
cross the Atlantic.”

Not for “national defense,”
not even for “continental
defense,” are we asked to “

waste billions in an armaments
race—but to prepare for an
overseas war, probably with
Japan for the right to exploit
the teeming masses and vast

resources of China! W

elief Cut Again
aces Congress

F.D.R. Demands

‘Emergency’ Grant;

Million Threatened With Layoff

Washington, D. C.

A ‘special message asking for the
appropriation of an additional $150,-
000,000 for work relief during the
next five months, was sent by Presi-
dent Roosevelt to Congress last
week. In this message, the President
declared that he had signed the re-
duced W.P.A. deficiency appropria-
tion measure only because it included
the provision that no more than 5%
of those now on relief could be
dropped from the rolls until April.
The sum provided for in that bill, he
maintainea, was, however, entirely
inadequate and unless immediately
supplemented would result in wide-
spread distress.

When Congress passed the $725,
000,000 relief appropriation not long
ago over President Roosevelt’s re-

quest for $875,000,000, it included a

LET'S SEE WHAT'S IN IT!
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—From TPhe Philadelphia Inquirer.

ClO Faction Rejects UAW
Referendum Proposal

Locals Sweepingly for Martin, Against Splitters

LATEST
DEVELOPMENTS
Thirty-two Ohio locals have

pledged their support to Homer
Martin, and have also decided to
send their delegates to the March 4
convention in Detr it. The action
was taken at a conference of ex-
ecutive board members of the 32
locals at Canton, Ohio, recently.

Support for Martin was also
voted by Harley Davidson Local 209,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Members
voted 320 to 62 to send delegates to
the Detroit convention.

A meeting of Local 131, Norwood,
Ohio, after addresses by represen-
tatives on both sides of the contro-
versy, decided by almost unanimous
vote to back Martin and attend the
Detroit convention.

A membership meeting of U.AW.
Ford Local 600, Detroit, voted una-
nimously to support Martin and in-
dorsed his negotiations with the
Ford Motor Company.

The executive board of Local 239,
Baltimore, Md., voted 13 to 1 to sup-
port Martin. A meeting of the local,
held a few days later and attended

by over 500 members, voted almost
unanimously, with no more than 10
against, to support President Mar-
tin. The meeting was addressed by
Fred Pieper, suspended Board mem-
ber, for the anti-Martin faction and
by Irving Brown on behalf of the
official leadership of the union.

Fisher Body Local 95 and Chev-
rolet Local 121, of Janesville, Wis.,
voted in membership meetings to
support Martin and send delegates
to the Detroit convention.

Local 395, LaCrosse, Wis., has
gone on record to support Martin
and send delegates to the Detroit
convention, according to M. W. Gib-
son, president.

Unanimous endorsement of Homer
Martin and his policies was voted
by 300 W.P.A. stewards in Cleve-
land who met in regular session
despite efforts to prevent their
meeting made by the opposition-
controlled ; C.I.O. industrial union
council.

The meeting also cast a vote of
confidence in Martin’s Ford negotia-
tions, endorsed his action in the
Plymouth situation and urged him
to clean up any other local in a
similar condition, according to Ro-
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bert Bates, director of the wunion’s
W.P.A. department in Ohio.

Frank P. Tucci, U.A.W. eastern
regional director, reported last week
that the executive boards of 21 local
unions in his district have now gone
on record in support of Martin. He
said that membership meetings of
many of the locals had voted to
support the Martin program and
that other such meetings were being
called for the near future.

At Tarrytown, N. Y., a meeting of
Local 118 voted by about 400 to
less than 30 who walked out of the
hall, to back President Martin in
his struggle to preserve the unity
and autonomy of the U.A.W. Irving
Brown spoke as International repre-
sentative.

(Special to the Workers Age)
Detroit, Mich.
ONVINCED that the majority of
the membership of the United
Automobile Workers of America
backs his fight, Pres. Homer Martin
declared here at a press conference
that he was quite willing to place
his entire case before the member-
ship in the form of a referendum
vote. Martin stated that the vote
could come on the decisions and elec-
tions of officers of both the official
union convention to be held in
Detroit on March 4 as well as the
rump convention to meet in Cleve-
land on March 27. The referendum
could be conducted, he said, by a
mutually acceptable impartial com-
mittee consisting of three or five
from each side.
This attempt to bring peace into

the warring ranks of the union was

provision in the bill that, in case of
emergency, the President could ask
for an additional appropriation. It
was this provision that Mr. Roose-
velt took advantage of in sending
his special message to Congress last
week.

In Congress, the President’s de-
mand for additional relief funds met
with hostility and resentment on the
part of the reactionary ‘“economy”
block, which expressed itself as de-
termined not merely to sustain the
cut in the deficiency appropriation
but to make even more drastic re-
ductions in the 1940 budget. It was
pointed out that the President him-
self had cut relief and recovery ex-
penditures by almost a billion dollars
in his proposals for the 1940 budget
now before Congress.

Chicago, Il
The W.P.A. is considering two
plans to cut its rolls in accord with

the reduced appropriation voted it

by Congress, Colonel Francis P.
Harrington, W.P.A. Administrator,
said last week at Chicago.

There are now about 3,000,000
W.P.A, workers, he observed. Con-
gress has voted $725,000,000 to carry
the W.P.A. program to July 1, with
a provision that no reduction can
be made in the rolls during the Win-
ter months.

“One alternative we have is to
make a reduction of 1,000,000 men
on April 1, Colonel Harrington
stated at a press conference called
after he met with his forty-eight
state administrators.

“The other alternative is a more
gradual reduction after April 1, but
involving about 1,750,000 men. We
have not yet decided the method to
be followed.”

Asked by a reporter what he
thought would be the consequences
of the lay-off, Colonel Harrington
said: “I think the lay-off will bring
a widespread protest. I think there
will be a great deal of want, too.”

The new W.P.A. chief, who suc-
ceeded Harry L. Hopkins December
24, announced that a program would
start immediately to reduce W.P.A.
rolls, by “weeding out those not di-
rectly in need of relief.” This pro-
gram will be carried out on a local
basis, he explained, and should be
completed by the end of March.

Colonel Harrington said that, in
spite of the reduced appropriation
and the necessity of slicing his rolls
at least one-third, he intended to
maintain the present W.P.A, wage
scale, which averages $52.60 a
month.

(Read the editorial on page 4.—Editor)

turned down by R. J. Thomas, lead-
er of the C.I.O, faction, and by Mr.
Addes of the same faction.

ATTEMPTS TO
WIDEN SPLIT

At the same time, the attempt is
being made to deepen the rift as fast
as possible. Wyndham Mortimer of
the C.I.O. faction declared in a
statement to the press that every
local sending delegates to the De-
troit convention would thereby auto-
matically expel itself from the
dual union he leads. Other
spokesmen of the same faction
claimed, however, that Mr. Mortimer
was speaking only for himself.

A great deal is being made here
of the support of the C.I.O. to the
Mortimer faction. All speakers con-
stantly emphasise the financial and
organizational aid of the “four mil-
lion members of the C.I.O.” the
presence of C.I.O. men thruout the
auto area to assist in “informing”
the membership of the real issugs,
and that the issué at root is one of
whether the automobile workers
were to be inside or outside the
C.I.O. Strangely enough, the famous
“Martin-Ford” conspiracy has taken

(Continued on Page 4)
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Tiff Miners—Our
“"Forgotten Men"

Thousands Doomed in Missouri

By JOHN POST

St. Louis, Mo.
HO billions. of dollars have been
spent on relief by city, state
and federal governments, the pitiful
conditions of some 2,600 “tiff” min-
ers and their families in the very
heart of America go on unrelieved.
At a trifling cost, the government
could rehabilitate these stranded
and destitute descendants of the
French pioneers who settled the
western shores of the Mississippi
more than 150 years ago. But they
have been forgotten—“forgotten
men,” if there ever were any.

Washington County, in the hills of
south-eastern Missouri, not 65 miles
from St. Louis, produces 67% of the
snow-white mineral rock, Barite,
more commonly known as “tiff” that
is used in this country in the manu-
facture of rubber tires, linoleum,
oil-cloth, cosmetics, paint base, X-
ray plates, oil-well drilling slush
and other products.

Tiff “diggins” often reach the
depth of thirty to forty feet. The
conditions under which the miner is
compelled to work and find a market
for his tiff has been the contributing
factor to the destitution and hard-
ship he has been called upon to face.

The National Pigment Company.
together with a number of in-
dependent tiff buyers, conceived the
plan under which the miner must
operatc his mine and sell his
mineral. The method adopted by the
company and the buyers absolve
them of all responsibility to the
miner; yet by this method the
miner is helpless to help himself
The system now practised is com-
parable to that of the share-cropper.
cranberry picker and commercial
farmer, with economic and social
results that put to shame any of
the other named industries.

Two plans are- in operation by
which the miner is permitted to
mine, and, while both are basically
alike, they offer a difference in
compensation teceived for the mined
product.

DREADFUL LIVING
CONDITIONS

The systems are alike insofar as
housing is concerned. The tiff land-
owner grants permission to the
miner to mine on his ground. With
this permit comes the use of shelter
or living quarters for the miner and
his family.

The most deplorable housing to be
found anywhere is furnished these
people: shacks of rough-cut boards,
many without floors; log cabins
without window panes; old salvaged
lumber thrown together in an effort
to keep out the elements. These
huts are never over two rooms and
house families with as many as ten
children, all of whom must, of
necessity, sleep in one room.

It is impossible to describe the
filth and disease-infested hovels in
which these people are required to
live. The water supply usually
comes from a single well, where all
must go for water for cooking and
bathing purposes. Surveys made in
this area prove that the housing is
not fit for raising hardy livestock,
much less families of human beings.

Sickness of all  descriptions
prevails; chronic illness due to years
of neglect affects the miner. Medical
care does not come within the reach
of the budget. Childbirth is attended
only by midwives who receive little
or nothing for their services.

CHILD LABOR
RAMPANT

Tiff miners children are the only
children exempt from the Missouri
Child Labor Act, and consequently
they begin to work with their
parents in the “diggins” when they
are ‘six or seven years old. Boys
and girls fifteen and older who have
never been to school, who do not
even know their age, are not un-
common. The parents in most cases
realize that their children’s fate will
be a repetition of their own unless
they get schooling, but those who
control the mines know the value
of an illiterate working force. Again
and again in this part of Missouri
employers have been known to say:
«Gjve ’em an education and they’ll
want something better.” Five years
ago, the school superintendent in
Potosi, the county seat, started to
enforce the school attendance law,
but was warned that if he tried too
hard they would find a new officer.
So truancy goes unchecked. The
superintendent estimated that the
school attendance fell off at least
50% from the Fall registration
during 1937, and state reports
showed only about one-third of the
ehildren of school age actually
attending. Some children have too
far to walk. Some are too hungry.
Some have no clothes. But most have
to help with the digging.

The only difference in the plan of
operation is that the miner working
on the land of the independent
owners must pay the landowner a
royalty of from 75 cents to $1 per
ton for the privilege. Those mining
on the property of the National
Pigment Company are exempt from
royalty charges.

To the miner working on the land
of independent owners comes also

the burden of hauling charges, for:

the hauling of tiff to the processing
mill. These charges are based on the
distance required to reach the mill
and range from $1.256 to $1.76 per
ton. The prevailing price of tiff at
the mill is $7 per ton, gross; from
this is deducted the royalty and

hauling charges, leaving the miner
with a net of from $4.50 to $5 per
ton for his efforts.

Even under these conditions the
miner could somehow provide for
himself if he were permitted to sell
all the tiff he could mine. His
problem now is more acute than
ever because quotas have been in-
stituted under which a miner only
averages 500 pounds per week,
which cuts his income to a $2.25 to
$2.50 average, with which to supply
food and clothing for families of as
many as ten.

There were strikes in the tiff
mines in 1935 and 1936 that were
successful in raising the price of
tiff to the mills $1.50 per ton reach-
ing its present price of $7 per ton.
After the strike victory, the National
Pigment Company introduced
mechanized mining into the area as
a competitor to the individual hand-
miner.

RELIEF FAILS

The county with its 14,500 inhabi-
tants is unable to meet its relief
problem. It has 800 men on the W.
P.A. rolls and 900 unemployables
are eligible for relief. Years of
hardship have left their mark, and
the unemployable ratio is high.
Malnutrition and lack of medical
~ave have produced blindness and
many forms of permanent illnesses,
for which the county must now
provide.

Relief is sorely inadequate because
of the extreme poverty of the county
and inadequate taxation on the
interests that control the fate of the
people. Washington County cannot
meet its quota of funds to the state
of Missouri for rclief purposes;
hence Washington County does not
receive its allotment from the state
to carry on its relief program.

For the 900 unemployables, many
of them bed-ridden, only $2,5600 is
available, On a pro-rata basis this
means less than $3 per month on
which they must live and provide
medical aid and attention. This, in
itself, is hopeless insofar as relief is
concerned.

Federal subsidies add some
material assistance, but these are
available but once a month and offer
a very meager and limited diet.
Meats and grease are unknown in
the tiff area and are not included
in the federal subsidies.

IMMEDIATE ACTION
NECESSARY

The situation confronting these
people of Washington County is
probably the most leprous of the
sickly-white sores that cover the
diseased body of our present social
order. In Missouri, it is the tiff
miner; in Arkansas, it is the share-
croppe#; in California, it is the
lettuce-picker; in every state, there

| is some shocking condition that calls

for immediate action. A nation-wide
effort is necessary in order to get
the government to do something
about these distressing problems of
which the tiff miners present one
of the most horrible examples.

Ordinary trade-union action can-
not adequately relieve the misery
of this isolated and almost forgotten
tribe of tiff miners. Not even the
wages-and-hours law can do any-
thing, since the miners are employed
on a share-crop basis. Several C.1.O.
organizers from St. Louis have con-
ferred with these miners in an effort
to work out a plan of action on their
behalf. Mass meetings were held in
this region with the C.I.O. or-
ganizers as speakers for the same
purpose. The general conclusion is
that only resettlement and rehabili-
tation with the assistance of the
federal government could free the
tiff miners from the slow and
terrible extinction which seems to
be their lot if they are left to the
mercy of the National Pigment Com-
pany and their agents in public of-
fize in Washington County.

This sore problem cannot be
treated by the Missouri labor move-
ment alone. It must get the co-
operation of the national labor
bodies.

“State of American
Civilization”
Feb. 17—James Rorty (“His

Masters Voice”): Thought
Control on the Air.

Feb. 24.—Benjamin Stolberg (*“Story
of the C.1.O.”): Figures and Figure-
heads of the Labor Movement.

March 3.—Nathaniel M. Minkoff
(Leader of the American Labor
Party delegation in the 1938 Assem-
bly): American Labor and Politics.

March 10.—Lewis Corey (“Decline of
American Capitalism”): American
Economy Today.

March 17.—Ludwig Lore (Columnist,
New York Post): American Foreign
Policy.

March 24.—Horace Coon (*“Money
To Burn”): Influence of Founda-
tions on American Cultural Life.

March 31.—Will Herberg - (Editor
Workers Age): Trends in American
Governmental Structure.

April 7.—Bertram D. Wolfe (“Portrait
of America”): Whither America?

Fridays at 8:15. Admission 25c

INDEPENDENT LABOR
INSTITUTE
131 W. 33rd Street
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AT CO-OP LEAGUE CONFERENCE

——

President Henry Ohl Jr. (left)
Labor (A. F. of L.) and President Jacob Baker of the United Federal
Workers (C.LO.), who will preside at a three-day Cooperative League
conference in Racine, Wisc., starting February 24, Labor unions are send-

ing delegations to confer on the
sumers.

of the Wisconsin State Federation of

possibilities of organizing as con-

Members

Hotel Un

'By JOHN COOK

(Concluded from last issue)

HE Stalinist union leadership

called a mass meeting to ratify
the agrecment. The meeting was
packed—you did not have to be a
hotel worker to attend the meeting.
Even with all the packing of the
meeting, hundreds of workers booed
the settlement vociferously. It should
be remembered that Local 6 is no
union at all in the sense of the rank
and file electing and controlling its
officers; all the officials are appoint-
ed, no elections have yet been held,
and the local, as a new local, is
under the supervision and direction
of the International. Notwithstand-
ing all this, a big opposition is
growing within the ranks of this lo-
cal and we will hear from them very
soon,

ON TWO FRONTS

The hotel employers are working
on two fronts. By the time they get
thru discrediting the union at the
end of the agreement or even before,
they hope the workers will be so
disgusted with the union that it will
be impossible to line them up for
any unionism at all.

The Hotel League recently circu-
lated the following letter among its
employees:

“To all employees: An agreement
has been under consideration be-
tween the union and the Hotel As-
sociation of New York City. This
agreement provides for: (1) the
closed shop; and (2) the check-off.
The closed shop means that 1 must
discharge you unless you join the
union. The check-off means that 1
must deduct union dues from your
wages regardless of your wishes. i
feel that these provisions for the
closed shop and the check-off are
unfair to you. For that reason more
than any other, I have not accepted
the agreement. I feel that the ques-
tion of your joining the union and
paying union dues is a matter for
you to decide. I feel I have no right
to tell you what you should do with
respect to such matters. On the
other hand, I wish to assure you
that I will endeavor to observe
wages and hours as favorable to
you as those prevailing in hotels of
like character. = : :

“This leaves you in a position
where you are assured fair treat-
ment, and are at the same time left
free to decide for yourself the ques-
tion of unions.

Chas. E. Rochester, Manager”

This letter is skillfully drawn. It
tells the workers: You don’t have to
pay dues to any union to get what
you already have. It utilizes for its
own purpose the hostility to the
check-off system and tells the worker
no employer has the right to deduct
dues from his wages. All this
propaganda is part of the two-front
attack of the hotel men to discredit
the union.

STRATEGY OF
EMPLOYERS

The hotels that have no agree-

ment with the union are expected
to raise the wage scale far above
the union scale of wages, as the
Waldorf Astoria has already done,|ship of the chairman of this unit,
because the union scale is ridi-

Revolt in
on

No Job Security in Recent Agreement

from the very beginning. We have in
the hotel-and-restaurant workers
union Jay Rubin. an upholstery
worker. We have W. Albertson from
the grocery 'clerks; Harry Reich,
origin unknown; Harry Yaris, cab
driver. Hundreds of girls, all C. P.
members, were hired thru the book-
keepers union. Now hundreds of
Stalinist careerists will make their
rush to the pork barrel.

Another move will be to use the
new local to elect delegates to the
next convention of the International
in order to consolidate Stalinist
control.

These are the things the Stalinists
are out for, much more than the
betterment of the conditions of the
workers in the industry.

But we are warning them that the
hotel workers have more sense and
‘militancy than the Stalinists give
them credit for. We are warning
them of the impending revolt in the
ranks of the food workers which
will take the dimensions of a
hurricane.

‘Plot’ Cry Against
Martin Exposed

Stalinist Slanders

By GEORGE F. MILES

ND now we proceed to a closer
examination of the alleged
“company-union  sell-out”  which
President Martin “would have put
over” but for the “vigilance” of the
International Board. Scrubbing off
the heavy layers of dirt, we find five
basic charges leveled against Pres-
ident Martin:

1. Secret negotiations with the
Ford company.

2. Planning to admit a company
union, thereby converting the en-
tire U.A.W, into a company union.

8. Failure to inform the Interna-
tional Board of the progress of ne-
gotiations with Ford.

4. Selling out the Ford workers
by proposing to drop all claims
against the Ford Company by the
workers discriminated against in ex-
change for their reinstatement.

5. Making an oral agreement

which is worthless under any
circumstances.

Now let us see whether this “in-
dictment” in whole or in part will

stand the acid test of facts and calm |

judgement.

CHARGE OF
SECRET NEGOTIATIONS

1. The charge of “secret negoti-
ations” is easily disposed of. It was
a matter of common knowledge that
negotiations between the U.AW.
and the Ford Motor Company were
going on. Reports of it appeared in
the press, pictures were taken and
printed and most newspapers had
occasion to comment repeatedly on
the significance of a possible agree-
ment with Ford.

The Daily Worker, unofficial or-
gan for the anti-Martin block re-
ported these negotiations several
times and even in its issue of
January 8, 1939, the very issue in
which it scooped the press with the
report that Martin would be im-
peached on the Ford conspiracy
issue, it referred to “the surprise

visit of Martin to Bennett’s office

several months ago.”

In the light of these facts, it is
ridiculous to speak of ‘“secret negoti-
ations.”

But there is another side to this
question of “secret negotiations.”
Granted that the system of open
and well publicized negotiations,
with the membership fully informed

By J. C. F.

New York City

HE increase in city realty taxes

has started a general increase
in rents in Harlem. To offset the in-
crease in taxes, Harlem landlords
are not only increasing rent but also
cutting the wages of building-service
employees. This offensive of the
landlords has aroused Harlem ten-
ants. Tenants of 2421-2423 Eighth
Avenue are organized almost 100%
and have picketed the Kay Fire Re-
tarding and Construction Corp. for
more than two weeks to have rents
reduced, apartments renovated and
building service improved. Mass pic-
ket lines have been organized by the
Building Service Employees Interna-
tional Union to force the Harvadan
Realty Corp. to increase the wages
and improve the working conditions
of its building-service employees.

In this fight to check the
wave of high rents in Harlem, the
tenants of 301 West 150th Street re-
cently won a significant and decisive
victory over the Howard C. Forbes
Realty Corp. In November 1938, the
building-service employees of this
building struck for union hours and
wages. In less than twelve hours,
the landlord recognized and yielded
to the demands of the union. He,
however, immediately notified the
tenants of the building that “owing
to an increase ig the city taxes and
owing to the ne?essity of increasing
the wages of the help,” rents would
be uniformly increased $3.00 begin-
ning January 1, 1939. .

The tenants of this house imme-
diately sought the aid of the Con-
solidated Tenants League of Har-
lem. With the assistance of this or-
ganization and the militant leader-

Clarence Jenkins, more than 70% of

culously low. But the union cannot | the 79 tenants in the house were or-
ask for an increase in wages before | ganized. The tenants and the League

1940. They will be very careful in
-discharging’ workers, while the
union hotels, who have an efficient
spy system, will start discharging
all the active union men, because,
due to the agreement signed with
the union, it has nothing to contest
or review in the matter of discharge.

All in all, the Hotel! Association,
with the aid of the Stalinists, have
so far succeeded in preventing any|
effective trade union from organizing

the workers in the hotel industry.

labor.

union to get their pound of flesh,

the job, they have been looking for

It left the coast clear for the
hotel owners to reap all the profit
from the New York World’s Fair
without letting the workers get
anything in return for their arduous

On the other hand, the Stalinist
careerists will swarm into the new
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Harlem Tenants Win
In Rent Strike

Need Shown for Action Against Landlords

immediately started action to force
the landlord to renovate the apart-

ments and rescind the rent increases,
}nlwhich they were entirely success-
ul.

Clarence Jenkins, chairman of the
house unit, declared: “The victory
of the tenants of 301 West 150th
Strect dramatizes not only the or-
ganized power of tenants but also
the urgent need for a well-organized
and well-dirccted tenants movement
in Harlem. The people of Harlem
have within their power the means
to force Harlem landlords and the
existing state administration to rem-
edy the vicious and demoralizing
housing conditions in this commu-
nity.”

Refuted by Facts

of every stage of development, is the
best and most desirable method. But
are there not situations in which
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Anti-Picket
Law Passed
In Flint

City Council In Move
Against Unions

Flint, Minch.
A drastic ordinance, designed to
hamper the activities of the trade-

other forms of negotiations become | union movement, particularly of the

necessary? A case in point is the
manner in which negotiations were
conducted and an agreement reach-
ed between John L. Lewis, for the

United Automobile Workers, was
adopted last week by Flint’s City
Commission in the face of strong
demonstrations of protest on the

S.W.0.C. and Myron Taylor for the] part of the workers of the city.

United States Steel Corporation, in
the early part of 1937.

It might be argued with consider-
able justice that the steel negotia-
tions were thoroly undemocratic in
that no committee of the S.W.0.C.
had anything to say about the
agreement. But decisive is the con-
sideration that, if the agreement
with U. S. Steel could have been
gotten only by means of “secret
negotiations,” then that’s the way
it had to be done! Who will deny
that, regardless of how the agree-
ment was secured, it served to great-
ly improve the living standards of
the steel workers, to crush open-
shoppism in an industry in which
much working-class blood had been
shed in the cause of unionism ? Who
will deny that it served as a stimulus
for organization and victory in
other sections of American indus-
try ?

Now why was it altogether proper

for John L. Lewis to negotiate a-

contract strictly in secret, but ut-
terly sinful in the case of President
Martin, where the accusation of
secrecy has nhot even the slightest
foundation in fact?

FORD LEGION
AND U.AW.

2. The second charge maintains
that Martin planned to admit the
Ford Legion to membership in the
U.A.W., thereby converting the lat-
ter into a company union.

We search in vain for one iota
of evidence to substantiate this
charge. In fact, whatever evidence
exists points in the opposite direc-
tion. The Ford Legion has been dis-
solved and whatever members of
this company union may ultimately
find their way to membership in the
U.A.W. will do so because of the
organizing activities of the U.A.W.
and the general pro-union sentiment
among the workers, and not because
Ford “sent” these workers into the
union. Despite the pressure of pre-
judice and factional interests, the
suspended International officers
have not presented any evidence
whatever to make a case for this
charge.

But here again the question
arises: Is it a mortal sin to bring
into the fold of genuine unionism an
organization previously operating as
a company union? The history of

A.F.L. Council for
Aid to Refugees

(Continued from Page 1)
teachers union. These locals have al-
ready been suspended from the New
York Central Trades and Labor
Council.

Another resolution by the Ex-
ecutive Council called for a Congres-
sional investigation of the so-called
Associatiated Farmers on the Pacific
Coast and its anti-labor campaign
in Oregon, Washington and Califor-
nia. Mr. Green said the A. F. of L.
would support action to continue the
LaFollette Civil Liberties Commit-
tee so that this investigation might
be made.

This ordinance, rushed thru by a
5-to-3 vote, makes it a misdemeanor
to “molest” or “disturb” workers in
pursuit of their tasks or in going to
or returning from their work,
prohibits assemblage of groups with-
out authority of law in streets or
o.ther public places and bars solicita-
tion of an “intimidating” nature.
The law is to go into ‘effect on
February 17. The maximum penalty
for violation is $100 fine or ninety-
day jail sentence or both.

Labor spokesmen pointed out that
t}_le new ordinance was obviously
aimed at outlawing picketing and
othfar essential union activities. They
‘maintained. that it was a violation of
labor’s rights urder federal and
state law and declared they would

ﬁ_ght it with all the means at their
disposal.

Ameri-can trade unionism is replete
with instances of employee-repre-
sentation schemes ultimately serv-
ing as feeders for bona-fide union-
ism. Once again, the steel industry
serves to illustrate this very point.
How many company unions came
aver in a hody to the S.W.0.C.?
Very many indeed! And the workers
wh.o once belonged to these company
‘mions are as loyal and devoted to
their union today as any other
Troup. .

Agmther case in point is the Auto-
motive Industrial Workers Union
led' by Richard Frankensteen. Priol:
to its merger in 1936 with the Unit-
ed Automobile Workers Unijon
headed by Homer Martin, Franken-,
steen’s organization was an inde-
pendent union, strongly influenced
by Father Coughlin and considered
as a company union by many in the
automobile industry. Who will deny
t}.lat members of that organiza-
tion have turned out to be good and
loyal members of the U.A.W.?

But again we say, that the whole
problem does not exist, for the

charge is based on fancy and not
on fact.

WAS THE BOARD
INFORMED?

_3. There does appear to be con-
s1der.able validity to the charge that
President Martin did not keep the
International Board fully informed
on developments of negotiations.

fl‘he reply of President Martin to
this charge is two-fold. First, that
the International Board was in so
acute a stage of factional division
that the matter, despite its prime
Importance, would have been in.
danger of becoming a factional foot-
ball.‘ Only those, he claims, who are
factlopally blinded can consider the
organization of the Ford workers as
a f.actlon issue. It was necessary to
wait until factional passions had
somgwhat subsided before proper
consideration to this problem could
be given.

Second, negotiations were in the
most elementary stages, having only
reached the point of a tentative
agreement on the reinstatement of
th9se fired for union activities. Even
tl_us pl}ase of the negotiations, Mar-
tin points out, had not been finally
closed and was greatly damaged by
the International Board’s attack on
the negotiations as a “conspiracy.”

Byrnes Relief Report Puts
WPA Set-Up In Danger

(Continued from Page 1)
circles in Congress that the unem-
ployment situation is merely “tem-
porary” and that the whole business
ought to be “turned over to the
states” anyway. The proposal to in-
crease unemployment-insurance ben-
efit payments is certainly a good one,
even tho the maximum indicated re-
mains very meager, indeed. So is the
suggestion to cut the waiting period
to one week of joblessness before
compensation begins. So also is the
plan of merging the various existing
agencies into a single government
department.

But there is one feature of the:

Byrnes report that constituted a
grave danger. It is a feature that,
by indirection, would practically
push the W.P.A. out of the picture
and abolish it. This is the principle
that unemployment insurance should
be the “first line of defense” in peri-
ods of depression.

What would that mean? It would
mean that when a man is thrown out
of work, he could not look to the
government for a work-relief job at
decent wages in W.P.A. but would
have to live for at least a quarter
of a year on as little as $56 a week
unemployment insurance for himself
and his family. Inevitably, it would
mean the systematic replacement of
work relief by a dole disguised as
unemployment-insurance compensa-
tion, thus moving further and fur-
ther away from the idea of a job
for every one thrown out of work by
forces beyond his control.

Of - course, the Byrnes plan pro-
poses a big public-works program
but it would be along relatively in-
flexible and long-term P.W.A. lines
and not like the present W.P.A. As
the report itself makes clear, the

Byrnes works program “should not
be expected to suddenly expand in
order to take care of a sudden in-
crease of unemployment. . .. ”
From the standpoint of the wel-
fare of the American people, parti-

that the “first line of defense”
against depression should be an ade-

to provide a job to every man or
woman who needs one,

quever, the implication that
Px:esxdent Martin conducted the neg-
otiations wholly by himself is com-
pletely unfounded. In the course of
the hearings, a delegation from the
executive board of the Ford local
gave evidence to the effect that it
had participated in the negotiations
and was fully informed of the state
of affairs. Numerous Stalinist and
other anti-Martin witnesses hauled
before the International Board to
hold together a collapsing case, com-

cularly the unemployed, it is clear pletely failed to shake this test-

imony.

quate work-relief program designed | DROPPING THE CLAIMS

AGAINST FORD
4. We come now to the charge

CLOAKMAKERS
FORUM
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"EUROPE IN CRISIS”

Auspices:
LOCAL 117, LL.G.W.U,

of “:sell-out.” The crime is said to
consist in the proposal to drop all
claims against Ford in return for
the reinstatement of the workers
ﬁ.red for union activity. From the
discussions on this matter, it is clear
that the reinstated workers were to
retain their' full rights of trade-
union membership and no diserimi-
nation whatever was to be practiced
by the firm against those wearing
the U.AW. button in the shop. Mr.
Martin denies that the tentative pact
was to affect in any way the then-

existing claims against the Ford
firm.

In any case, it is difficult to see
where there is the issue of a “gell-
out.” What was at issue was
the right of a Ford employee
to belong to the U.A.W. and
the right to conduct activity for
the union. Once this is assured, all
questions dealing with claims
naturally assume a minor and un-
important place. The anti-Martin
Board does not challenge the facts
ag-to the return of these workers
under the stipulated terms but con-
tinues to shout “sell-out.” This they
may consider good factional strategy

e . ee————
=]

but it is hardly good trade union-
ism. - ‘
A strikingly similar situation oc-
(Continued on Page 3)
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Can the Jobless Be
Reemployed?

Experts Uncover Failure of Capitalism

By ROBERT WALTERS

S it possible for American capital-
ist industry, thru its own re-
sources, ever again to provide work
for all those that need and want it?
Will the recovery movement under
way today solve the problem of un-
employment? Suppose industrial ac-
tivity were to reach 1929 levels,
would that mean that all of today’s
unemployed would find jobs?

Louis Bean, economic adviser to
the Secrctary of Agriculture, has
sought an answer to these questions
in a study of past experience as
applied to the present situation.

.ANALOGY OF

PAST DEPRESSIONS

As a measure of what may lie
ahead, Mr. Bean drew upon the ex-
periences of the three past depres-
sions and recoveries—those of 1920,
1907 and 1893—all of which show
some general resemblance to the pat-
tern of the 1937-38 depression and
recovery to-date.

If this pattern is projected ahcad
for three years, according to Mr.
Bean, it shows recovery proceeding
thru 1939 and reaching a level high-
er than 1929 by the start of 1940.
Then there would come a moderate
downturn in 1940, to be followed by
a rise again in 1941,

As a simple measure of available
workers to fill the jobs that would
be opened by improvement of eco-
nomic conditions, Mr. Bean pro-
jected census reports showing the
‘number of non-farm workers.

And with what result?

“The over-all production and em-
ployment situation at the end of
1938,” Mr. Bean maintains, “may be
summarized thus: There were avail-
able for work about 42 million non-
farm persons. Of these, nearly 33
million were employed, leaving about
9 million unemployed and available
for relief work.

“Industrial production mounted to
about 104% of the 1923-25 average
but should have been 1509% for full
employment. In other words, we
need about a 50% increase in indus-
trial production to give jobs to most
of those available for work.

“Such a rise in industrial produc-
tion will not take place by the time
the present recovery begins to taper
off, if recovery follows only the usual
course. If production follows the
typical cycle, it will reach a level of
about 130% of the 1923-25 average
by the Spring of 1940. The advance
of production will have been about
half of the amount necessary for
full employment.”

The estimate is that about 6 mil-
lion employable workers then would
remain out of employment compared
with 6.5 million in 1937 and 2 mil-
lion in 1929, This increase would
amount approximately to the num-
ber of new workers added to the
working force since 1929 owing to
growth in population.

FAILURE OF
CAPITALIST INDUSTRY

On the basis of his calculations,
Mr. Bean reaches the following
conclusion:

“If we are to have a closer ap-
proach to the level of industrial pro-
duction required for full employ-
ment, recovery more prolonged and
more rapid than has ever been
known, even in periods when private
capital was flowing into new enter-
prise, will be necessary. Methods of
promoting such recovery thru coop-
eration of private and governmental
investment and production programs
challenge the ingenuity of economic
statesmen.” )

In other words, this authoritative
government ecconomist goes on rec-
ord to the effect that capitalist in-
dustry, by itself, could not automati-
cally generate a recovery sufficiently
broad to provide jobs for those now
unemployed. Most other government
economists are unanimous in their
agreement with Mr. Bean’s broad
conclusions. American industry, ac-
cording to their caleulations, would
have to operate at a much more
active rate than in 1929 if all em-
ployable workers are to be absorbed.
In that year, industry operated at
an average rate of 119% of the
1923-25 average, reaching 126% of
that rate in a certain month. An
operating rate of 150% of the 1923-
25 average would be needed for full
employment at this time, owing to
the increased number of persons of
working age in the population.

A 1939 recovery following the
pattern of recovery from depression
would produce at most a brief period
of production at 130% of the 1923-
25 average. Very few of the gov-
ernment’s forecasting experts ex-
pect industry to attain that rate of
activity in the period ahead. Any
number of factors, Mr. Bean him-
self points out, might quickly upset
his calculations and retard even the
limited recovery he has charted.

FUNDAMENTAL DEFECT
IN METHOD

As a matter of fact, there is a
serious ‘defect in Mr. Bean’s entire
method, a defect, however, that ra-
ther accentuates his conclusions than
mitigates them. Mr. Bean explicitly
assumes that the 1937-38 depression
is of the same kind and follows the
same pattern as the three depres-
sions of earlier date referred to.
But this is manifestly not. the case.
American capitalism today is in a
fundamentally different condition
from what it was in 1893, 1907 or
even 1920. Capitalism today is defi-
nitely on the decline; it has definitely

—
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has projected ahead for three years the course of
recovery on the basis of past experience. Even with
recovery to a point higher than in 1929, according to
this estimate nearly six million would remain jobless.

passed from the stage of expanding
development to that of contracting
development. A number of long-time
factors that made possible the ex-
tended period of expanding capital-
ism in this country have been vir-
tually exhausted; a series of funda-
mental structural changes, techno-
logical and social, have transformed
the entire character of American
economic life. It is very short-
sighted, indeed, to regard the de-
pression of 1937-38 as an isolated
manifestation; it is obviously part
of the profound depression that set
in towards the end of 1929 and that
is still with -us, without any real
signs of lifting in the foreseeable
future.

If all this is true, and there can
hardly be any question of it, then
it means that American capitalist
industry cannot, of itself, reach even
the limited recovery that Mr. Bean
forecasts. Permanent disemployment
for even more millions of American
workers than Mr. Bean calculates,
is with us to stay as long as capital-
ism prevails.

GOVERNMENT
SPENDING

Mr. Bean and other New Deal
economists, of course, pin their

hopes on government intervention in
economic life, primarily in the form
of government spending as “public
investment” to make up for the lack
of private investment. The inherent
limitations and far-reaching impli-
cations of systematic “public invest-
ment,” not mercly to tide over an
emergency but as an organie part of
the economic sctup, we will examine
upon another occasion. Here it is
only necessary to point out that
there is no reason whatsocver to be-
licve that anything that could be
done by the government in the com-
ing period could possibly spur indus-
try to higher levels than those fore-
cast by Mr. Bean, which, it will be
remembered, would still leave at
least 6 million men and women ready
and able to work out of jobs.
Increasingly, the ecvidence accu-
mulates that only a fundamental
change in our economic system in-
volving the replacement of capitalist
production for profit by socialist
production for use, can pull us out
of the hopeless economic decay into
which we are so rapidly sinking.

Nazi Drive Toward
The Ukraine

Hitler Expansion Plan Aims at Poland

By P. GUILLAUME

Paris, France

HE Ukrainian policy of German

imperialism is primarily di-
rected against Poland. In fact, it is
the Polish rather than the Soviet
Ukraine which adjoins the Carpa-
thian Ukraine, that stronghold of
Nazified Ukrainism. If Hitler wishes
to launch an attack with the aim of
creating a “Greater Ukraine” under
German protection, he must settle
with the Polish Ukraine before be-
ing able to march into the Soviet
Ukraine. On the other hand, the
Nazis know very well that armed
conflict with the U.S.S.R. is, in any
case, a dangerous venture for them,
considering the military resources
and defense possibilities of that
country.

REPEATING
THE “CZECH EPISODE”

As to Poland, German imperialism
believes it has a chance of repeating
the methods which succeeded so well
with Czechoslovakia. It is no acci-
dent that the beginning of an ag-
gressive policy towards the Ukraine
on the part of Germany coincides
with a lapse of the German-Polish
“friendship” cstablished by the
treaty concluded in 1934. The action
of the Ukrainian deputies in the
Polish Diet proposing a plan of au-
tonomy based on that of Henlein, is
supported by the Nazi press. At the
same time, the Nazi organizations
in Germany and Danzig have re-
sumed their propaganda for the re-
turn of the “corridor” and Upper
Silesia to the Reich.

It is quite understandable that
Hitler should place the Ukrainian
problem in the forefront and plan to
begin the revision of present Polish
borders from that point. It happens
that in the Polish Ukraine there

are quite important oil deposits and,

"Plot” Charges Against
Martin Exposed

(Continued from Page 2)

curred a little while ago, this time
with the United Mine Workers cast
in the trole of the “culprit.” On
August 27, 1988, John L. Lewis
signed an agreement for the United
Mine Workers of America with the
Harlan County (Kentucky) Coal
Operators Association. Simultane-
ously, the criminal charges which
the Department of Justice was
pressing against the Association for
the reign of terror in Harlan Coun-
ty, were dropped.

A cry was raised immediately by
the Progressive Miners and Presi-
dent William Green of the A. F. of
L. that this constituted a “sell-out.”
What was Lewis’s reply ? The simple
truth that the main issue, which
could not be lost sight of, was the
unionization of the Harlan County
coal fields. This had been achieved
by signing the contract and any
other forms of pressure intended to
bring the company to a recognition
of the right of collective bargain-
ing, were no longer necessary.

Essentially the same point is in-
volved in the Ford situation and
were not the anti-Martin Board so
factionally blinded, this truth
would be quite evident even to its
members.

6. The final charge that the under-

standing with Ford was oral and
not written and therefore of no sig-
nificance, is considerably on the
light-weight side.

The fact is that President Martin
pointed out from the start that his
negotiations with Ford had not
passed the preliminary stage and
under those circumstances could not
possibly have reached the stage of
written agreements. Need we state
the obvious fact that oral negotia-
tions always precede written con-
tracts ?

In passing, it is of some interest
to note that in its anxiety to take
factional advantage, the anti-
Martin Board has thrown discretion
and consistency to the winds. Thus,
it finds nothing incongruous in
charging, on the one hand, a com-
pleted “conspiracy” with Ford per-
petrated by President Martin, and,
on the other, arguing that the
“agreement” was oral and was
therefore of no significance. The
Daily Worker also falls into the
same trap, first shouting “con-
spiracy” and then gasping out in
almost the same breath: “Now that
Martin has been forced to produce
the goods, it will turn out that he
has nothing to show.”

These are the plain facts of the
“Martin-Bennett conspiracy.” Strip-

as we know, oil is a raw material of
which Hitler’s Reich has particular
need. On the other hand, Hitler is
unable to utilize the German minor-
ity in Poland (800,000) for his ends
in the same manner as in Czecho-
slovakia. In Poland, there is no re-
gion with a German racial majority.
Even in the Polish provinces former-
ly belonging to Germany, Germans
are only a minority. In the “corri-
dor,” in particular, the German pop-
ulation is only 20%. Besides the
White-Russian population (over a
million), the Ukrainians (5 to 7 mil-
lions) are the only national minority
in Poland to form a compact ma-
jority over a considerable territory.
The Jews (over 38 millions), who,
next to the Ukrainians, constitute
the biggest national minority, are
dispersed thrudut the entire country
and naturally do not form an ele-
ment which Hitler is able to utilize
for his plans.

OPPRESSION IN
THE UKRAINE

Even prior to the World War,
castern Galicia, which then belonged
to Austria and where the greatest
part of the Ukrainian population in
Poland resided, was the center of
Ukrainian nationalism. In 1918,
after the crushing of the Hapsburg
monarchy, the bourgeois and petty-
bourgcois nationalist groups at-
tempted to create a “West Ukrainian
Republic.,” But this republic was
soon destroyed by the Polish armies.
The leaders had joined their cause
with that of the adventurer Petliura,
who was ready to sell Galicia to the
Poles in order to obtain Pilsudski’s
aid against the Red Army of the
Soviet Ukrainian government head-
ed by Rakovsky. The leaders of the
“West Ukrainian” Republic had no
intention of letting the peasants take
the land. On the contrary, they de-
fended the property rights of the
big landed proprietors. The mass of
the Ukrainian people are peasants
suffering from the intense exploita-
tion of the large Polish landowners.

Under Polish domination, the
Ukrainian population was subjected
to rigorous national oppression.
Many of the Ukrainian schools,
created under Austrian domination,
were closed by the Polish authorities.
With the aid of military detach-
ments, the Polish government organ-
ized punitive expeditions of so-
called “pacification” against the
Ukrainian peasants. These “pacifi-
cations” were an imitation of the
famous “dragonades” of Louis XIV.

For years, and despite the efforts
of the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
organizations, the mass of the
Ukrainian toilers in Poland placed
their hope in the Soviet Union. The
Communist Party of the Western
Ukraine, which was a section of the
Polish Communist Party, has a great
deal of influence among the peasant
masses of Eastern Galicia and Vol-
hynie. This party proclaimed the
right of the Ukrainians in Poland
to self-determination and demanded

ped of its noise and bombast, the
case of the anti-Martin faction on
the International Board against
President Martin is seen to be a
fabrication of the most transparent
kind, a pure and simple frame-up
concocted to serve the political aims
of Stalinism and its allies.

(This is the second of a series of
three articles on the “Bennett-Mar-
tin conspiracy” frame-up. The third
will appear in the next issue.—Ed.)

By MEDICUS

EVER before in the history of

America have the people been

so medicine-conscious as in the last
six months or a year.

There is hardly a newspaper or
magazine which has not run an
article or a series of articles on
health and medicine. The reason is
clear. For years, it was noticed that,
while American medicine made mar-
velous progress, the benefits were
not being shared by the great masses
of the American people. The situa-
tion was aggravated by the ecrisis
which began in 1929 and is still with
us.

MEDICAL PROGRESS—
FOR WHOM?

Here you have a country where
medical science has made giant
strides; a sufficient number of skilled
physicians, dentists, druggists and
nurses; a great number of excellent
hospitals; and yet the vast majority
of our population cannot make use
of it all—because medical adminis-
tration is in private hands and sold
only to those who can afford to buy
it.

Here you have a country that
spends three billion six hundred and

fifty-six million dollars ($3,656,000,- |

000) a year for medical care and
drugs, and yet only a minority of
our population are able to avail them-
selves of the benefits of modern
medicine.

Government statistics on the in-
come of the population of this coun-
try, show that of all the 30,000,000
families living in the United States,
one-third, or 10,000,000 families
have an income of less than $780
per year and another 10,000,000
families have an income of less than
$1.070 per year. It thus becomes
clear why 40,000,000 people in the
U. S. A. cannot get the medical care
they need.

Meanwhile, in spite of official jug-
gling of figures showing a slightly
decreased mortality rate, disease is
widespread among the unfortunate
millions in the low- income brackets,
as is shown by the Report of the
Division of Medical Inspection of
Public Schools in Philadelphia for
1936. Out of a total enrollment of
276,519 children, 48920 were suf-
fering with malnutrition and were
found to be in rather poor health.

CONFERENCE IN
WASHINGTON

Considering these facts, it ecan
hardly be wondered at that labor
and civic organizations have begun
to talk about a more rational distri-
bution of medical care.

In July 1938, the federal govern-
ment called a National Health Con-
ference in Washington. At that con-
ference, a program was proposed
calling for the expenditure on the
part of the federal and state gov-
ernments of $850,000,000 a year for
ten years for the purpose of expand-
ing public, maternal, and child-
health care, of providing 360,000
more hospital beds and in general
of making available more adequate
facilities for medical care for the
needy. This program, it is under-
stood, is going to be proposed to the
Congress by President Roosevelt.

At this conference, there were
two other much more far-reaching
proposals—a general program for
medical care and a plan for insur-
ance against loss of wages during
sickness; but on these the confer-
ence did not act. The committee had
to ‘“study” them. So, they are
shelved for the present.

At the Washington conference, la-
bor unions of the C.I.O. and the A.
F.L., along with civic organizations,

that the Polish Ukraine should join
with the Soviet Ukraine, where the
free use of the national tongue was
guaranteed and where the peasants
had thrown off the yoke of the great
landed proprietors.

STALIN SHATTERS
UKRAINIAN HOPES

But the prestige of the Soviet
Union has fallen a great deal in the
eyes of the Ukrainian masses in
Poland in recent years. For one
thing, the Stalin terror regime re-
pels them. For another, the C.P. of
the Western Ukraine has been com-
pletely disrupted and demoralized
by the successive “turns” of the
Comintern. Some time ago, this par-
ty was dissolved by Stalin, along
with the whole Stalinist movement
in Poland. (In Poland, Stalinist pol-
ities has reached—if I dare express
myself thus—its culminating point.
Stalin has simply dissolved the en-
tire C.P. of Poland after having
massacred or thrown into Russian
jails its best-known leaders.)

It is the failure of Stalinism that
has restored .the influence of bour-
geois and petty-bourgeois Ukrainian
nationalism over the Polish Ukrai-
nian masses and which now permits
the Nazis to hide their imperialistic
aims under the mask of defenders
of the right of the Ukrainian people
to self-determination. The bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois Ukrainian na-
tionalist movement has always pur-
sued a policy of subordination to one
imperialist power or another. During
the World War, it turned to the
Central powers, Austria and Ger-
many. After the war, it tried for a
time to conclude a compromise with
the Polish bourgeoisie. At the pres-
ent time, it is again beginning to
enter the orbit of German imperial-
ism.
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| Am the People!

AM the people—the mob—the crowd—the mass.
Do you know that all the great work of the world is done thru me?
I am the workingman, the inventor, the maker of the world’s food and clothes.
I am the audience that witnesses history, The Napoleons come from me and the
Lincolns. They die. And then I send forth more Napoleons and Lincolns.
I am the seed ground. I am a prairie that will stand for much plowing. Terrible
storms pass over me. I forget. The best of me is sucked out and wasted.
Everything but Death comes to me and makes me work and give up what

I have, And 1 forget.

Sometimes I growl, shake myself and spatter a few red drops for history to

remember. Then—I forget.

When I, the People, learn to remember, when I, the People, use the lessons of
yesterday and no longer forget who robbed me last year, who played me for
a fool—then there will be no speaker in all the world to say the name:
“The People,” with any fleck of a sncer in his voice or any far-off smile

of derision.

The mob—the crowd—the mass—uwill arrive then.

—CARL SANDBURG

including a group of prominent doec- | can you socialize medicine in an un-

tors and surgeons,
ported this program. .

The only strong opposing voice
was that of the official organization
of medicos, the American Medical
Association, representing not the
general practitioners but the highly-
paid specialists, very much concern-
ed for their high incomes. We shall
see later how the AM.A. fights
every progressive measure pertain-
ing to medicine. Certainly any idea
of “socialized medicine” is anathema
to those who run this organization.

strongly sup-

WHAT IS SOCIALIZED
MEDICINE?

By “socialized medicine” is meant
a system where free medical, dentd],
and nursing care is administered to
everyone who needs it.

Under this system, physicians,
dentists, nurses, pharmacists, ete.,
would be employed by the state or
federal government, just as teachers
are now employed, on a salary basis.
Adequate facilities in hospitals,
sanatoriums and convalescent homes
would be provided free to all who
need them. In addition, neighborhood
clinics would be built, just as we now
have neighborhood schools, and
these would be equipped with train-
ed persennel and good laboratories
and X-Ray machines for ambulatory
patients. The expense of upkeep and
salaries would be defrayed by taxes
—not to be deducted from workers
wages; the entire system to be ad-
ministered by committees consisting
of representatives of civic and la.
bor organizations, of the medical and
allied professions, and of the gov-
ernmental bodies involved.

The question often arises: How

socialized state? The truth of the
matter is that the state we are liv-
ing in is already partially socialized.
We have socialized public schools,
high schools and even colleges. We
have socialized libraries, fire depart-
ments, police departments, boards of
health, water-works, and, in some
cities, even public utilities. Even
unddy a capitalistic system, over
50% of all hospital beds in Amer-
ica are under government control,
and most of the so-called private

“hospitals are subsidized by the gov-

ernment,

The question of expense is, of
course, important, as socialized me-
dicine will certainly increase tax-
ation. But what if the United States
does spend four billion dollars a
year to provide real medical, dental
and nursing care for the people of
the country and in this way saves
the lives of tens of thousands of peo-
ple every vear? The people who
object to the expense of socialized
medicine, do not raise  their
voices against the spending of two
billions a year for armaments, which
will eventually mean not only the
loss of the money but also of the
lives of hundreds of thousands of
our people. Why doesn’t any one
suggest lowering taxes by giving up
the fire or police departments or the
cducational system, which costs New
York City alone $200,000,000 a year ?
Why is it more important to teach
Johmny algebra than it is to take
care of his heart, which may send
him prematurely to his grave?

(This is the first of a series of articles
by Medicus on social problems of medi-
cine. The second article will appear in
the next issue.—Editor.)
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AMERICAN PROBLEMS TODAY:
A History of the United States
Since the World War, by Louis
M. Hacker. F. S. Crofts and Co.,
New York. 1938. $3.00.

THIS work is described on the'
title page as a history of the
United States since the World War,
but it is both more and less than
that. It is a brilliant, comprehen-
sive, tho concise, survey of socio-
economic and socio-political develop-
ments in the last twenty years, with
special emphasis on the New Deal,
all interpreted in the light of a
critical Marxism. Within this scope,
it is a veritable handbook of con-
temporary America, absolutely in-

This or any other book reviewed in
these columns may be purchased at
the Workers Age Bookshop, 131 West
33rd St., New York City.

dispensable to anyone who would
understand our times. But of specifi-
cally political problems—such as,
for example, what is happening to
our party system and to our tradi-
tional political parties—it has little
lo say, while the chapter, “Life, Let-
ters and Art in the Machine Age,”
a good piece of work in itself, is
manifestly unrelated to the rest of
the work.

The book begins with a brief
sketch of politics in the 1920%s, fol-
lowed by a really informative study
of the leading legislative problems
in this period. The third chapter of
the first part (“The Golden Twen-
ties”) deals with American foreign
relations. This is probably the least
satisfactory section of the work; the
paragraphs on America in the Carib-
bean, particularly, are strangely
confused and contradictory, out of
harmony with the rest of the chap-
ter and the rest of the book.. A trace
of the same disturbing influence is
found also towards the end of the
book in the treatment of pan-Amer-
icanism; here Mr. Hacker tells us,
for example, that the Buenos Aires
conference in 1936 showed that
“Latin American countries were pre-
pared to accept American leader-
ship,” a conclusion flying in the face
of the facts and particularly refuted
by the Lima conference some months
ago.

The second part of the book, “Im-
perial America in the Machine Age,”
including within its scope a survey
of capital and labor, of the four
outstanding problems of prohibition,
immigration restriction, decline of
agriculture and economic imperial-
ism, as well as of life, letters and
art, as already mentioned, is a mag-
nificent piece of work. If anything
may be said to stand out where all
is so well done, it is Mr. Hacker’s
illuminating discussion of the agri-
cultural crisis, which he shows to
be the expression and symbol of the
underlying structural changes in
American economic life since the
World War.

Just about half of the book is de-
voted to the New Deal, and this half
is even better than what precedes.

by Jim Cork

the Age

The section on the causes of the de-
pression compresses in twelve pages
4 penetrating analysis and critique
of the capitalist system in the latest
stages of its development. The ac-
count of the New Deal, its theory,
tactics and politics, its agencies and
operations, its balance-sheet and re-
suits to-date, is casily the best to be
found anywhere. Mr. Hacker sees
the New Deal as it is, as an attempt,
futile from a long-range viewpoint,
to perpetuate and stabilize the sys-
tem of -capitalist enterprise for
profit, to “freeze” class relations,
thru an expanding state capitalism,
lmked with a comprehensive pro-
gram of soeial reform and operated
by a powerful, all-pervasive admin-
istrative burocracy. The sections
dealing  with the state-capitalist
trends inherent in the New Deal
and with the problem of burocracy
are probably the most valuable and
thought-provoking in the book.

The book, the author points out in
the preface, was written around the
“central problems of our time, that
is to say: (1) the apparent inability
of capitalism to continue to function
in terms of a free market; (2) the
necessity for erecting proper de-
fenses against possible oppression
at the hands of the burocracy of
state capitalism; and (3) the dan-
ger of our involvement in g foreign
war.” And his concluding words are:
“The work of the second Roosevelt
(the Roosevelt of imperialism and
war—W.H.) is in very real danger
of cancelling out the work of the
first (the Roosevelt of social reform.
~—W.H.) in the short run. And in
the long run—even if foreign war is
avoided? The topheavy apparatus of
state capitalism finds it more and
more impossible to support society;
rather its weight is likely to crush
it.” :

And the answer, Mr. Hacker al-
lows the thoughtful reader to con-
clude, is socialism. For, as it was
pointed out .in the famous Darrow-
Thompson supplementary report of
the National Recovery Review Board
in 1934, which Mr. Hacker quotes,
“the choice is between monopoly sus-
tained by government .. . and a
planned economy, which demands so-
cialized ownership and control. . . .
The hope for the American people

. . not to be overwhelmed by their
own abundance lies in the planned
use of America’s resources following
socialization.”

Reviewed by WILL HERBERG
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ARMS VERSUS RELIEF

LONG with war and armaments, relief is undoubtedly the cen-

tral political issue of the day. And, indeed, the two questions

are not entirely separate and distinct, as may appear at first

sight, but are fast becoming two aspects of the same development,
one of the most dangerous facing the American people today.

General attention is now fixed on the fight over the W.P.A.
deficiency appropriation. Some weeks ago, it will be recalled, Pres-
ident Roosevelt requested Congress for $875,000,000 in order to
carry the W.P.A. over to June 30, altho surveys conducted by la-
bor, relief and civic organizations had shown that substantially
more, at least a billion dollars, would be needed if serious distress
was to be prevented among the masses on relief. But even the
President’s reduced figure met with strong opposition in Congress,
where the so-called “economy” block, openly led by Vice-Presi-
dent Garner, succeeded in slashing it to $725,000,000. This meant
that between a million and a million and a half workers on W.
P.A. would have to be dropped before July and about four mil-
lion people suddenly deprived of their means of support. There
was obviously good ground for the President to declare that a
real emergency existed and to throw the whole question back to
Congress, where it is now.

The immediate issue of the deficiency appropriation is a vital
one indeed, and the labor movement has done well to throw all its
forces into the effort to obtain the restoration of the $150,000,000
slash. But this immediate issue should not blind us to the more
fundamental aspects of the question, which are bound to come in-
creasingly to the fore as the year wears on.

The real menace to relief is armaments and war preparations.
The “economy” block, by and large, is out to slash expenditures
for relief but not for arms. “Where in the world are we going to
get all that money for the W.P.A,,” an influential Congressman 18
quoted in the press as exclaiming, “and yet be able to b”ulld up our
defenses to the proper level?” “Leaders of this group, acc9rdmg
to the New York Times, “were planning further cuts in relief ap-
propriations, as well as the wholesale revision of the entire federal
unemployment-relief system . .. "

Here President Roosevelt, despite his recognition ghat”“the
need [of the unemployed] is so apparent and so deserving,” has
shown the way to the “economy” block. In his budget proposals
for the fiscal year 1940, sent to Congress some weeks ago, he him-
self cut “recovery-and-relief” items by $921,500,009. _In the heat
and dust of the battle over the deficiency appropriation to carry
the W.P.A. over until July, this big fact seems to have been for-
gotten—that the President himself has gone on record for slashing
W.P.A. and related expenditures by nearly a billion dollars for the

- twelve months following July 1, and this in spite of the fact that
his own estimate of additional revenue for 1940 shows that no real
improvement in business conditions is to be exp’t’ected. Will the
need of the jobless be less “apparent” or “deserved” then than it 1s
now? o

Can it be that the secret of Mr. Roosevelt’s determination to
reduce relief expenditures in the fiscal year 1940 is to be found in
the fact that the same budget in which these cuts are demanded
also calls for a boost in armaments of nearly a.billion dollars,
reaching an all-time high-water mark for this country in days of
peace? You can’t keep on pouring billions into the bottomless pit
of war expenditures and yet have enough for relief, housing and
other useful social projects. These things will obviously have to
take a back seat and be satisfied with the lef_t-overs in a system
increasingly dominated by armaments economics.

That, in a nutshell, is the problem we face: Adequate relief or
armaments—it cannot be both!

THE LESSON IS PLAIN

HE continuation of the Dies Committee for ano?her year was
approved last week in the House of Representatives by a v?te
of 344 for and 35 against. A few weeks previously a Gallup pub 1;:—
opinion survey had shown that the masses of A.mencgn Qeop?
were overwhelmingly in favor of continuing the investigation o
“un-American activities” by Mr. Dies and his committee. And
this at a time when the great bulk of Americans are less moored
to their ancient prejudices than they have been for deca-des.

There is an important lesson in all this. Why such ‘ywdesprea(’i,
support for the Dies Committee in _the face of its screwball.
antics, its obviously reactionary intentions and the strong denunci-
ation of the committee by President Roosevelt himself?

" There can be no doubt about it: the great masses .of ths
American people, an unknown quantity to the s_o-call,led liberal

journals, are really aroused against “communism.” Why? Of
course, old, unthinking prejudices have a great deal to do with it.
But equally important is the fact that, to the average American,
“communism” naturally means the bloody orgies of repression of
the Stalin regime in Russia and the unscrupulous adventures and
intrigues of the Stalinists in America. The violent reaction against
“communism” is thus hardly surprising. Whine and shout about
its “100% Americanism” tho it may till doomsday, to the average
American, worker, farmer or of the middle classes, the Communist
Party remains an outside agency, alien to his interests and aspira-
tions, a menace to what he holds most dear.

There is another aspect even more serious. It is useless to
deny that, in the eyes of the country as a whole, the C.I.O. has
been thoroly “smeared” with “communism.” As a result, the
hatred and suspicion of Stalinist “communism” felt among such
wide sections of the American people is being transferred in part
to the C.I.O., to the very great damage of the industrial-union
movement. For this, the top officials of the C.I.Q., who havg: not
scrupled to form an unacknowledged alliance with the Stalinists
and to give them a free hand in their manouvers in the labor
movement, are largely responsible.

Martin Dies and his reactionary friends are making hay out
of this unfortunate situation. The lesson is clear: Any labor or
left-wing political movement that really wants to make an ef-
fective appeal to the masses of the American people must rid
itself of every vestige of Stalinism, must purge itself of every trace
of its malign, corrupting influence.
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A MAD WORLD, MY MASTERS"
BY D.a5"

SOVIET G\WVES
MERTORIO0S
AT \OV:
MILKMAIOS SEEMS TO ME
\ OUGHTA GET
SOME OF THE
CREO\T

CHIEN-WHA,
CHINESE AIDE
TO JAP CENSOR
IN SHANGHAL,
'S DELETED.

(The following paragraphs are from
an editorial in Fanuary 18 issue of The
Christian Century.—Editor.)

HE President of the United

States has invited the American
people to follow him into prepara-
tion for a holy war. That is the
naked and appalling meaning of the
message which he delivered at the
opening of the 76th Congress. . . .
Using all the unrivaled facilities of
his exalted office to spread his words
to the uttermost confines of the land,
Mr. Roosevelt sought to launch a
new crusade: “To arms to save reli-
gion!” . .

MISLEADING
AND DANGEROUS

Here, we do not hesitate to say, is
the most misleading and dangerous
appeal made to the American people
by a chief executive in the history
of the republic. Misleading, because
the entire argument 'rests on the
premise of an impending attack by
the totalitarian states on the de-
mocracies of this hemisphere. Such a
prospect, except to a fevered imagi-
nation, is fantastic. Not even the
military and naval men, with all
their clamor for more armaments,
believe that there is the slightest
danger of such an invasion in any
perceivable future. . . .

But this appeal not only rests on
a fictitious premise; it is dangerous
—diabolically dangerous—in its at-
tempt to rouse religious passion. The
President has done this deliberately,
with his eyes open, and as a means
of destroying the sober, calm judg-
ment of the American people. Know-
ing that there would be opposition
to the gigantic armament program
which he desires, he has deliberately
sought to divert the whole matter
out of the realm of rational discus-
sjon into a realm of emotional fer-
ment where men can be swayed to
impulsive action by being frightened
with the cry, “Your religion is at
stake!” The message which the Pres-
ident delivered to Congress and the
nation last week was not the judi-
cious deliverance of a chief executive
charting a well reasoned course of
legislative action; it was more like
the attempt of a Mohammedan mul-
lah to raise desert tribesmen to
frenzy by preaching another jehad.
. . . The mind that is prepared to
deal with the totalitarian challenge
only in those terms and on that level
is a throwback to the Dark Ages. It
is a mind still able to contemplate
with approval the horror of religious
wars. . . .

DEFENSE
AGAINST WHAT?

But defense against what? By no
stretch of the imagination could the
United States itself be made to seem
in peril. Whereupon the President

T~

” 25 YEARS AGO

e
e

FEBRUARY 19-25, 1914

EB. 19, 1914—Francis D. Acland,
Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, informs the House of Com-
mons that it would be impossible to
hold a third Hague Peace Confer-
ence in 1916.

Feb. 19.—A contract is signed be-
tween a Japanese syndicate and the
Tayeh Iron Mines and Allied Con-
cerns of Hankow, China, mortgaging
the mines to the syndicate for $12,-
500,000.

Feb. 20.—Rosa Luxemburg, Ger-

man socialist leader, is sentenced to
one year’s imprisonment for *

in-
citing soldiers to desert in the event
of war.”

Feb. 21.—Mr. Benton, British
rancher in Mexico, is shot by Villa
for heading a conspiracy against
him. Secretary of State Bryan pro-
mises England a thoro investigation.
Great Britain holds the United
States responsible.

Feb. 25.—Mrs. Pankhurst petitions
King George for an audience on the
aquestion of woman’s suffrage.

President Roosevelt Seeks
A New Holy War

Covers Imperialist Drive With Mantle of Religion

suddenly sought to summon the
specter of an impending attack by
the dictator states against some of
our neighboring, smaller republics,
and to proclaim the necessity for a
vast armament program as a means
of insuring “continental defense.”
But the bogey . . . failed to frighten
the American public. What was more
important, from the standpoint of
Mr. Roosevelt’s designs, it utterly
failed to frighten the military ex-
perts.

To what, then, could the President
appeal to justify his call for huge
new appropriations? To the obliga-
tion resting upon Americans to pro-
tect and save democracy? In a world
filled with Hitlers and Mussolinis
and the swaggering Japanese gen-
erals, that might seem the sort of
appeal well calculated to make Con-
gress unfasten its purse strings. But
Mr. Roosevelt well knew that any
appeal to put the nation in a state
of preparedness for war as a means
of saving democracy would awaken
sad memories thruout the nation. It
is still less than a generation since
this country was enticed by that cry
into a war which has already cost
it $48,000,000,000 and will cost it
at least $100,000,000,000 by the time
the last obligation is paid, a war
which cost almost 100,000 American
lives and which has brought untold
human suffering in its wake—and
what did that war accomplish? The

old slogan by which Woodrow Wil-
son swept Congress, “Make the
world safe for democracy” has be-
come a bitter remembrance. No, Mr.
Roosevelt dared not base his call
for huge preparedness expenditures
on any appeal for the saving of de-
mocracy.

Then what? To the President
there apparently seemed left only
one appeal with sufficient emotional
content, sufficient power to paralyze
men’s rational processes, to carry
his program for limitless armament
spending thru Congress. Religion!
Let him proclaim that religion is in
peril. . .

And su the President, coming be-
fore the nation to seek approval for
a preparedness program which could
never stand scrutiny under the cold
eye of reason, deliberately raised the
alarm of an impending holy war.
Why pour out billions for battleships
and tanks and fighting planes? “The
defense of religion, of democracy
and of good faith is all the same
fight. To save one we must now
make up our minds to save all!”

Mr. Roosevelt has chosen, and has
made, his appeal. It is now before
the nation. It should be utterly and
instantly  rejected. = Particularly
should this repudiation come from
the churches, for it represents an
insult to the ideals and intelligence
of the nation’s religious community.

ClO Faction Rejects UAW
Referendum Proposal

(Continued from Page 1)

‘a back seat in the numerous broad-

casts of the C.L.O. faction.

President Martin, questioned about
this issue, denied that any decision
on C.I.O. affiliation was determined
by merely attending the Detroit con-
vention. The question of affiliation
would be decided by the membership
itself after the convention had acted,
he pointed out. Commenting on the
C.I.O. organizers in the field, he
said: “I would advise John L. Lewis
and other C.1.0. leaders to pull their
goons and organizers out of the
automobile regions and send them
back to Washington and Pittsburgh,
particularly Pittsburgh, because a
lot of organization is needed in steel.
Let these organizers go into the
steel region and help improve the
S.W.0.C. contracts, particularly the
seniority clauses. I think they have
at least two years of hard work
ahead of them.”

PREPARE FOR
COURT ACTION

Last week also saw the final wind-
up before the opening of court hos-
tilities to determine which group is
to retain the union’s property and
possessions. Attorneys for Presi-
dent Martin replied to the complaint
of the C.I.O. and filed a b7-page
brief charging that two conspiracies
were afoot to rob the U.AW. of its
independence and autonomy. The
first conspiracy charge is aimed at
John L. Lewis and other leaders of
the C.I.O., while the second claims
that Wyndham Mortimer and other
members of the International Board,
in cooperation with agents of the
Communist Party, sought to oust the
officers of the union and take over
control.

The document details at great
length the various direct and in-
direct attempts at securing control
by the C.I.O. It tells of an attempt
to place a receiver into the union
some time ago when the Board was
in session in Washington, The resist-
ance of Martin and his associates
made that impossible. It further
states that Martin received an ulti-
matum from John L. Lewis after
the expulsion of the five officers of
the union last year. Mr. Lewis is
said to have stated that, unless Mar-
tin reinstated these officers within
twenty-four hours, he (Lewis) would
send 300 organizers and $500,000 to
oust Martin and take over the union.
Mr. Martin claims that it was under
such pressure that the “peace” pact

proposed by the CI.0. was adopted.
The document further contends that
the process of stripping the union of
its autonomy was continued after
the acceptance of the “peace” pact.
Meeting in Washington, D. C. the
International Board voted to merge
the United Automobile Worker into
the C.I.O. News. Only the opposition
of Martin on the claim of its uncon-
stitutionality and his stated inten-
tion of taking the issue to the mem-
bership caused the Board to reverse
itself. The campaign of personal
slander in reference to the Ford
negotiations is also considered as
part of the conspiracy to break the
loyality and confidence of the mem-
bership in its elected president.

FORD
NEGOTIATIONS

For the first time, the brief
relates in great detail the exact
nature of the negotiations of Presi-
dent Martin with the Ford Motor
Company and presents the precise
demands which were under conside-
ration at the time that the Board
made further progress impossible by
its ery of a “company-union con-
spiracy.”

The following is a brief digest of
the contract under consideration:
(1) Workers discriminated against
whose cases were before the N.L.R.
B. were to return to work; (2) 600
workers discriminated against, in-
cluding 29 before the N.L.R.B., all
from the Dearborn plant, were to be
reinstated at same or, better pay;
(8) all U.A'W. members on strike
anywhere against the Ford firm
would be reemployed without discri-
mination; (4) no discrimination for
wearing the union button in the
shop; (5) workers discriminated
against were to be rehired and those
who had taken their places to be
fired; (6) collective bargaining by
means of shop committees in the
various plants; (7) all grievances on
wages, hours, etc,, not settled
by shop committees to be considered
by a national committee of three
chosen by U.A.W.; (8) any action
pending against the Ford firm were
NOT to be affected by these negoti-
ations; (9) no discrimination for
joining the U.A.W. or participating
in its activities; (10) the entire
agreement was to be submitted to a
vote of all local unions in the Ford
plants.

The brief further springs quite a
surprise when it contends that the
C.I.0. had no legal relations with

Talking It Over:

The Lid Lifts a Little

by Bertram D. Wolfe

NHE past week has Leen one of important gains in the ebb and flow of
the forces struggling against a war policy in America. Since his
Chicago speech in October 1937, the President has driven thru with amaz-
ing skill his secret-alliance and preparedness program, advancing two
steps and retreating ope, never making a break, slowly forging the chain
that binds us to an Anglo-American alliance, militarism and reaction at
home, and commitments that would make our entry into the coming general
war inevitable. But, at last, he has miscalculated and shows too much
of his hand before all the decisive tricks were in. And the reaction proved
that, tho the majority of our pecople can be bamboozled by phrases in
favor of “democracy and religion” and “defense of our shores,” when
the issues become clear to them, they are against anything leading to our
entrance into another world war.

We may never know exactly what it was that President Roosevelt
said to seventeen members of the Foreign Relations Committee “off the
record”—whether the Rhine and Guam are our two “frontiers” for the
“defensce of our shores,” or merely “our first lines of defense.” But that
this far-flung empire, embracing two-thirds of the globe, explains the size
of the ordinary and extraordinary military budgets, and that there are
secret commitments carrying us far on the road to an Anglo-American alli-
ance-—those things the readers of this paper have long known. Now the
leakage from the Foreign Relations Committee secret conference has made
them clear at last to great numbers of the American people. This gives us a
few weeks at least of a favorable tide in our direction, in which to imple-
ment the opposition against the long-range program of the Administra-
tion, by directing it against the super-arms program and the arbitrary
power of the President—the two vital links today in the long-range strug-
gle against war.

FREAK OF FATE

ET no one believe that the President’s brain has grown soft or that his
4 fine political hand has lost its cunning. If it had not been for a freak
of fate, the crack-up of an American military bomber with French offi-
cials on board, somewhere in California, we would not even have learned
of the presence in this country of a French military mission. And no
questions would have been asked in the Senate. And the President would
not have had to call his “secret” conference of Congressmen in an effort
to stop embarrasing questions. Similarly, it was by the barest mischance
that we ever got wind—far less publicly and dramatically—of the fact
that, last year, “we’” had sent a secret naval mission to England to confer
with the British Admiralty on joint fleet action against Japan. This leak-
age shows how little the American people are permitted to know about
the conduct of their foreign policy and the determination of the manner
and moment and motives for ending their lives and the lives of millions
in other countries as well.

THE PRESIDENT LIES

NOW in this possibly brief moment of awakening and sober second
thought, it is time to say a clear word on a widely cherished delu-
sion that we must back the “great democracies” in their military and im-
perial plans because thus we will “stop Hitler” and fascism. The President
has given the lie direct. It is our turn to give the lie direct: the President
lies every time he declares that his concern is with democracy and the
stopping of the dictators, If the United States or Great Britain had
wanted to stop facism, they would not have shipped oil to Italy for its
tank-and-plane war in Ethiopia. Without oil, no gas; without gas, no tanks
and planes; without oil, no ships; without ships, no troop reinforcements;
without tanks and planes and ships and troops, Italy would have been
lost in mountainous Ethiopia; the dictator would have fallen, discredited,
and the Italian people would have cleansed their land of the black plague.
Roosevelt and the British rulers preferred Mussolini to win, dictator or
no dictator, even if the “life-line of the Empire” were thereby threatened.

If the President had wanted to protect a “democracy” all too painfully
like our own, Spain would not have been strangled by an arms embargo.
If he were really concerned with stopping dictators, he would not have
denied arms to the Spanish government and shipped them to the dictators.
Then the result in Spain might have been different, and the map of Eu-
rope different, and the strength of Hitler and Mussolini and Franco would
have been weakened and the masses strengthened to rise against the black
and brown plagues. If he were really concerned with democracy in Latin
America and not with American empire, he would not play with Latin
American dictators nor strengthen dictatorship in Spanish-speaking Amer-
ica by helping dictatorship to win in Spain. By his deeds do we judge him.

—_————

WAR BRINGS FASCISM

T ET no one any longer dream that we can rely upon the present Ad-

-+ ministration or any other serving the American (or British, or
French) ruling classes, to carry on a revolutionary war. Nor that French
generals and armies, as Mike Gold once declared, cannot be used to break
strikes “because they are sons of the people and of an army that issued
from the Great French Revolution.” Nor that America can continue to
arm on the scale the President proposes withoyt militarist reaction grow-
ing here. The May bill shows the President’s true intentions. And, even
if he were of the best intentions in the world, war and militarism spell
reaction and misery at home and abroad.

Let Woodrow Wilson be called upon. He too was a “New Dealer” only
he called it “The New Freedom.” (And a certain young big-navy man
named Franklin D. Roosevelt was his war-time Assistant Secretary of the
Navy!). Said Wilson to Frank Cobb shortly before he plunged us into war,
“If we go to war, we shall lose our heads along with the rest, and
stop weighing right and wrong. . . . When a war gets going, it is just war
and there aren’t two kinds of it. It requires illiberalism at home to rein-
force the men at the front. We can’t fight Germany and maintain the
ideals of government that all thinking men share. We will try, but it will
be too much for us.” And it was. Wilson himself was the one who in the
end refused to pardon conscientious objectors and labor opponents of im-
perialist war like Debs. And Roosevelt, with like words about democracy
and religion, has no such scruples; in advance of war, he fights the Ludlow
amendment, asks absolute power to commit us to war in secret, has his
henchmen draft the May bill, keeps Woodrow Wilson’s dictatorship
measure, the “Espionage” Act, unrepealed on the statute books.

A TERRIBLE DELUSION

OST terrible dream of all is that of those grief-stricken and atrocity-
crazed Jews who fondly believe that a war will stop anti-Semitism.
Can they not read the record of their unhappy history? Franco-Prussian
War—Dreyfus case! Russo-Japanese War—Kishinev pogroms! World
War—Hitler and the spread of fascism and anti-Semitism widespread
over the earth! Militarism and imperialist war are decay phenomena.
Only in the struggle against them is there hope. Out of that rot of a dying
system, no health can come. Always, inevitably, and everywhere, they
bring reaction, terror, anti-Semitism, dictatorship, universal starvation
and ghastly wholesale death in their train.

the U.A.W. and the officers of the
U.A.W. had never been authorized
by anyone to enter into relations
with the C.I.O. It points out that the
C.I.O. never issued a charter of af-
filiation to the U.A.W. and that the
U.A.W. never voted for affiliation.
Also that the constitution of the
union makes no provision whatever
for affiliation with C.I.O.

Apparently in reply to the charge
of conspiracy leveled against Lewis,
the Detroit press carries reports to
the effect that Lewis is soon to issue
a “slashing attack” against the In-
dependent Labor League for its act-
ivities in the U.A.W. It is stated
that the Communist Party will also
come in for some criticism, in an
attempt to cover up the attack
against the “Lovestoneites.”

That things are not so smooth in
the C.I.O. camp is clear from an
article last Sunday in the Detroit
News. It is there claimed that the
C.I.O. will not tolerate any groups
or formations at the Cleveland con-
vention and that officers would be
elected strictly on their merit. This
is being interpreted here as a recog-
nition of the sharp factional battles
now raging in the C.I.O. camp with

Walter Reuther, Richard Franken-
steen, R. J. Thomas and Wyndham
Mortimer all fighting for the pres-
idency. Thomas’s chances are rapidly
disappearing because of the ex-
tremely poor showing he is“wnaking
in his own local, Chrysler No. 7.

Another indication of the same
situation is a speech recently made
at a meeting of the Dodge local by
Richard Frankensteen in which he
openly attacked Fred Pieper, former-
ly Board member from the south-
ern region. Frankensteen pledged
himself to fight against the reelec-
tion of Pieper and people like him.

U.AW. officers announced that,
notwithstanding the activities of
their factional opponents, the union’s
business was proceeding as usual.
Elmer Dowell announced that Gen-
eral Motors locals in Tarrytown, N.
Y., Norwood, Ohio, Pontiac, Flint
and Baltimore, have requested him
to negotiate grievances for them.

At the same time, President Mar-
tin announced that he was proceed-
ing with negotiations with Detroit
Brass Company, Eton Manufactur-
ing Company and several others. A
closed-shop contract was signed with
Brabant Brass.
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