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Ba cil ninola

SIRE, soost pid to and alao

4. odt to and

IN republishing at this period the Life of Tous-

saint Louverture, I am induced to dedicate it to

your Imperial Majesty, by feelings, which those

who know how to appreciate true elevation of

character cannot fail to understand.

Mo quo eil 10

That illustrious African well deserved the

exalted names of Christian, Patriot, and Hero.

He was a devout worshipper of his God, and a

successful defender of his invaded,country. He

was the victorious enemy, at once, and the con-

trast of Napoleon Buonaparte, whose arms he
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repelled, and whose pride he humbled, not more

by the strength of his military genius, than by

the moral influence of his amiable and virtuous

Y

character: by how many ties, then, of kindred

merit and generous sympathy must he not be

endeared to the magnanimous Liberator of Eu-

rope !

In nothing, however, will your Imperial Ma-

jesty more sympathize with the brave Toussaint,

than in his attachment to the great cause in

which he fell-the cause, not of his country

only, but of his race ; not merely of St. Domingo,

but of the African continent .

How would it have cheered the gloom of that

solitary dungeon in which this great man re-

signed his gallant spirit, hadhe been assured that

an arm more powerful than his own would shortly

vindicate on his oppressor, the rights of suffer-

ing humanity ! But could he also have foreseen

that with that arm would be found a heart, the

seat of every generous affection, a soul en-

nobled by every elevated sentiment, the unhappy

hero would perhaps have lost the remembrance

of all his sorrows, while he indulged the ani-
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mating hope now cherished by every friend to

the same sacred cause the hope that Alexander,

the great and the good, having been guided by

Providence to restore freedom, justice and peace to

one Continent, may, through his powerful influ-

ence, soon dispense the same blessings to another.

I have the honor, Sire, to be,

with profound respect,

Your Imperial Majesty's

most humble and obedient Servant,

THE AUTHOR.





ADVERTISEMENT.

THE History of Toussaint Louverture was pub-

lished in 1803, soon after the recommencement of

the war with France, with a view chiefly to its pro-

bable influence on the minds of the lower classes

of the English readers.

It was designed to counteract the false impres-

sions which many of them had received of the

character of Buonaparte ; to exhibit him, not as

friendly, but irreconcileably hostile, to the freedom

of the labouring poor, and to enlist their best feel-

ings against that dangerous enemy oftheir country,

as a monster of perfidy, cruelty, and baseness.

The style was therefore accommodated, as much

as possible, to their understandings and taste ; but

nothing was asserted in it asfact, which the Author

did not believe to be substantially true.

Subsequent information has indeed induced him

to doubt the correctness of a few subordinate cir-

cumstances stated in this little narrative : such as

the place in which the illustrious African was seized

by the order of Leclerc, and the manner of the
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crime ; but with these exceptions, the relation is,

as he believes, strictly consonant to fact ; and its

truth can be in a great measure demonstrated by a

careful comparison of the French official accounts

with each other, or by more authentic documents .

He has, therefore, thought it expedient not to

alter the original form of the work, except by

omitting many familiar expressions and allusions

which might offend the taste of his polite readers,

and some passages and terms, which, in the altered

state of our relations with France, could not now

be used without impropriety.

With these corrections, the Author has been in-

duced again to offer this work to the notice of the

public, under a persuasion that its subject will

excite new interest when the obdurate resolution

of France to renew her Slave Trade excites the

afflicting expectation of another attempt to re-

duce St. Domingo to its former state of slavery.

That in this attempt, the amiable and respectable

Monarch who now fills the throne of France has

not contemplated a renewal of the horrors by which

the former expedition was characterized, it is but

justice to his character to suppose. There is, how-

ever, too much reason to fear, that by whatever

delusion it may have been prompted, that odious

enterprise has been resolved on : and in assisting

the public to judge of the probable consequences,

the present publication may perhaps not be with-

out its use .

1



THE

HISTORY

OF

Toussaint Louverture.

A

IT is not certain where Toussaint was born.

Some say he was a native of St. Domingo, and

by birth a slave; others, that he came from Africa ;

and if so, he was born free; for there are no

slaves in that country, but what are made such

for the purpose of being sold to traders. I incline

to think the honour of giving birth to this great

man belongs to St. Domingo, but will not stop to

give my reasons, as the point is not of much

consequence ; it is agreed on all hands that he

was in a state of slavery, and that he owed his

freedom to the revolution, which took place in that

island in the year 1791 .

We have no distinct account of the conduct of

Toussaint while aslave, but may safely conclude

that he was sober, honest, humble, and industrious,

because it is certain that he was a favourite with
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his master, which without possessing those good

qualities, especially the two latter, in a high de-

gree, no slave could possibly become. It is also

pretty certain that he was a good husband, and a

good father ; for it appears that he had, in oppo-

sition to the relaxed system of morality prevalent

in that country, early joined himself to one woman,

by whom he had several children, the objects of

his tender affection ; and we shall find that the

mother continued to live with him when they were

both advanced in years, and to share with him all

the dangers and hardships of war, down to the

time when he fell into the hands of his treacherous

and bloody enemies, and was sent to perish in one

of Buonaparte's dungeons .

Toussaint, by the uncommon kindness of his

master, or as some say, by his own unassisted

pains, learned to read and write ; and it appears

from his letters and other writings, as well as from

his wise conduct, that he made good use of these

talents . He probably owed to them in a great mea-

sure, the power which he afterwards obtained over

the minds of his poor ignorant countrymen ; and

this, when we find to what good purposes he used

his power, will seem an instance of God's gracious

providence; for not one Negro slave in ten thou-

sand has the same advantage.

This great man was also prepared for public

life by a good quality more important than all

others put together : he was a devout man, and

a sincere disciple of Christ.
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His vile oppressors have called this good man's

religion hypocrisy; but it is not to those impious

men who profess themselves Mahometans in

Turkish countries, that we shall trust for the

characters of Christians. They were bound to

revile his noble heart before they basely destroyed

him, and they had no course left to take with his

known piety, but to give it that odious name.

Toussaint had nothing to gain but the favour of

God, by openly giving him glory; for his Negroes

had been taught little religion, and the people of

France who had sided with them, were for the

most part sworn foes to Christianity..

Though we do not know much of Toussaint's

private life before the war, I suppose it was spent

in a pious, as well as a moral way. It is not likely

that he became religious all at once when he be-

came a soldier. He worshippedGod no doubt in

private, and in church, when able to go there ;

and as he added to faith, uprightness and purity

of life, he was chosen by Providence to be a leader

and deliverer of his brethren . “ Him who honours

me," says the Almighty, " I will honour. "

It is happy for any people, when such persons

are raised to public stations. In every place the

true staunch friends of liberty, and of the poor,

must be sought for among those who fearGod.

Toussaint had certainly passed the age of forty,

and was probably at least forty-eight, when the

great revolution took place in St. Domingo. It is

too well known that much bloodshed attended that

change. The white people first provoked a quar-

в 2
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relwith the Mulattoes and free blacks, and in a

bloody civil war that followed between those

parties, the slaves threw off the yoke of private

bondage.

It is no part of my plan to write the history of

the revolution in St. Domingo, or of the wars

that followed it. I know nothing that is to be

learnt from the civil wars of that island, but what

every well-informed man knows already ; I mean

the dreadful effects of West India slavery upon

the minds, both of the master and the slave .

I will only observe, that if the wars were carried

on in a very barbarous way, the white colonists

were not at all behind the blacks in cruelty ; and

what is more, first set them the example ofit. It

is truly shocking to hear of the horrid manner

in which those white savages put their prisoners

to death, at the beginning of the war. *
f

** It would swell this pamphlet to a bulk too large, and too

costly, were I in general to give quotations in proof of the

facts related; but a charge like this seems to call for an au-

thority ; I therefore cite as an instance of such cruelty, an

account given by an eye witness, the late Mr. Bryan Edwards .

" Two of these unhappy men suffered in this manner under

" thewindow of the author's lodgings, at Cape François,on the

" 28th of Sept. 1791." The author then describes the break-

ing of two Negroes alive upon the wheel ; the Frenchmobwould

not suffer the executioner to put the tortured, wretches out of

their pain as usual, by a blow upon the stomach; but after he

hadshewn that mercy to the first, forced him to stop when he

was proceeding to dispatch the second. " The miserable

" wretch with his broken limbs doubled up, was put on a car

" wheel, &c. At the end of forty minutes , some English sea.
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0

The bitterest enemies of Toussaint have con-

fessed that he had no share in these crimes . This

has never been denied by his enemies ; and to

shew how clear his innocence is, I will here quote

the words of an author who is one of his bit-

terest defamers. Monsieur DUBROCA, who was

employed by Buonaparte's government to slander

the unfortunate Toussaint, in a libel called his

life, published at Paris while they were offering

rewards for his head at St. Domingo, thus writes :

" Far from taking any part in the movements that

preceded the insurrection of the Negroes, he

seemed determined to keep aloof from all the in-

trigue and violence of the times ; and certain it

is, that history has not to reproach him with taking

any share in the massacre of the white people in

August 1791.2 * This unwilling justice ought to

have been extended to the whole term ofthe wars

in which he afterwards engaged, during which

20

" men, who were spectators of the tragedy, strangled him in

" mercy. As to all the French spectators (many of them

" persons of fashion, who beheld the scene from the win

" dows of their upper apartments) it grieves me to say, that

" they looked on with the most perfect composure and sang

" froid. Some ofthe ladies, as I was told, even ridiculed with

- " a good deal of unseemly mirth, the sympathy shewn by the

" English at the sufferings of the wretched criminals."

Edward's Hist. of St. Domingo, chap. 6. Note onpage78.

It is proper to remark here, that Mr.Edwards was himself

a West Indian, andagreat enemy to Negro freedom and the

abolition of the slave trade.

14 * Dubroca's Life of Toussaint, p. 5.
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not a single act of cruelty can be alleged against

him.

Toussaint first rose to notice when the fury of

the struggle between master and slave was over;

and his first labours were to protect the white

people, who were now in their turn the feeble

and oppressed party, from the revenge of his

brethren. During the first troubles of the island,

our hero appears to have remained quietly at

home in his master's service. Perhaps he expected

a peaceable change of the state of his brethren

from the French Convention; or perhaps he was

too pious and humane to join in the means by

which the rest broke the galling chains of their

private bondage, though he might see no other

way of deliverance. Certain it is, that he was no

enemy to the grand cause of general freedom ; as

might be proved, not only from the great sacri-

fices he has since made to it, but from the con-

fidence that was soon after reposed in him by the

Negroes at large. It is probable that he was led

to remain so long inactive in the war, not only

from the mildness and piety of his disposition,

but from affection and gratitude to his master ; and

that these motives being generally known, helped,

as virtue will always do in the main, to gain him

confidence and support when he entered on pub-

lic life.

By thewordmaster we are not here to understand

his owner, who, as usual with West India planters,

lived in Europe; but the overseer or bailiff ofthe

estate, whose name I think was Bayou de Libertas .
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Bythis gentleman, he was treated with kindness, and

was a little before the time we are speaking of,

raised to a post of no small dignity. My readers

may be inclined to smile, but I can assure them that

field Negroes would have no feeling less serious

than envy, on hearing that Toussaint was actually

promoted to the place ofpostillion .

On our hero's first rising to power among the

Negroes, he gave to this master one very pleasing

earnest of his future character, which it wouldbe

wrong to pass over in silence. The white people,

especially the planters, were so odious, both from

their former tyranny, and the blood theyhad cruelly

shed in the struggle to preserve their power, that

the Negroes, when they gained the ascendant, were

disposed to give them no quarter, and happy were

those among them who could escape from the

island, though it were to go with their families

into a foreign country without any means of

subsistence. The master of Toussaint, now his

master no more, was one of the unfortunate

planters who, not having escaped in good time,

was on the point of falling into the hands of the

enraged Negroes, and would in that event cer-

tainly have been put to death ; but his former kind-

ness to Toussaint was not forgotten. Our hero,

at the great risk of bringing the vengeance of the

multitude on his own head, delivered his unhappy

master privately out of their hands, and sent him on

board a ship bound for America, then lying in the

harbour. Nor was this all ; he was not sent away

without the means of subsistence; for this brave
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andgenerous Negro foundmeans to put on board

secretly for his use a great many hogsheads of

sugar, in order to support him in his exile till the

same grateful hands should be able to send him a

larger supply.

Let this story redden the cheeks ofthose, who are

wicked and foolish enough to say that Negroes

have no gratitude. Small is the debt of gratitude

which their best treatment under the iron yoke of

West India slavery can create; but anoble mind

will not scrupulously weigh the claims of gratitude

or mercy. Toussaint looked less at the wrong of

keeping him in a brutal slavery, than to the

kindness which had lightened his chain: and

M. Layou was happy enough to find in a freed

Negro, a higher pitch ofvirtue than is often to be

found among the natives of Europe.

This great man was not long in publiclife, before

he became the chief leader of the Blacks. In their

war with the planters they had many other gene-

rals, and some of great note, such as Biassou,

Boukmant, and Jean François, all Negroes, and

very brave ones. These were famous before Tous

saint's name was heard of, but he soon put them

all down ; not in the Jacobin way, by cutting

their heads off, or sending them prisoners to a dis-

tant and pestilent country, but as a tall stately

tree puts down the weeds and brushwood in its

growth, by fairly rising above, and casting a sha-

dow over them. He soon found no equal, without

having once destroyed a superior or a rival.

Toussaint seems tohave risen by degrees till he
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came to the chief command, by the growing love

and esteem of the people, founded on his good

qualities, which unfolded themselves more and

more as his power increased. He did not flatter

the common people, or encourage them in their

crimes, like Boukmant, Biassou, and the rest of

their leaders.

These chiefs, who were always urging them to

revenge and slaughter, and telling them, perhaps,

that their freedom was in danger so long as a

White Man was suffered to live in the island, ap-

pearedat first to be their truest friends ; but Tous-

saint, who was always trying to teach them

mercy, industry, and order, was ultimately found to

be the man they could best depend upon ; and

happy had it been for them had they always fol-

lowed his councils .

This great man had uncommon gifts both of

bodyand mind: I will mention some of them, and

that Imay be sure to do him no more thanjustice,

they shall be taken mostly from the words of

his enemies.

Let us hear, for instance, the evidence of one

of Buonaparte's hireling writers before quoted as

having published a vile and absurd book to defame

our hero in Paris, while the Consul was trying to

hunthim down in St. Domingo. Mark how much

malice itself is obliged to confess in his favour.

"

This celebrated Negro is of the middle sta-

ture; he has a fine eye, and his glances are rapid

and penetrating ; extremely sober by habit, his

activity in the prosecution of his enterprizes is in
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cessant. He is an excellent horseman, and tra-

vels, on occasion, with inconceivable rapidity, arriv-

ing frequently at the end of his journey alone, or

almost unattended; his aid-de-camps and his domes-

tics being unable to follow him in journeys which

are often of50 or60 leagues. He sleeps generallyin

his clothes, and gives very little time either to repose

or tohis meals. All his actions are covered with such

aprofound veil of hypocrisy, that all who approach

him are betrayed into an opinion of the purity of

his intentions." The Marquis d'Hermona, that

intelligent and distinguished Spanish officer, (who

had served with our hero, and knew him intimately)

saidof him : If a HEAVENLY BEING * were to des-

cend upon earth, he could not inhabit a heart more

apparently good than that of Toussaint Louver-

ture."

66

I do not copythe abuse that is mixed up with this

praise, nor the idle and absurd charges brought

against him by the same writert. We must not

stop to answer the slanderers of Toussaint, for we

shall scarcely have time enough even for the best

and shortest answer to them, the record of his no-

ble actions. The same libeller acknowledges, that,

in appearance at least, piety is a ruling feature in

the character of Toussaint. He reproaches him

with being always attended by priests, and hav-

ing had no less than three confessors. I wish

* This expression in the original is much stronger, but it sa-

vours too much of impiety to be quoted.

+ Dubroca.
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France had no worse priests than those who shared

with this good chief all the perils and hardships of

war on the mountains of St. Domingo, in order

that they might soften and mend the characters of

anewpeople by the powerful influence of religion .

But Toussaint's religion, the French atheists tell

us, was all hypocrisy; so were his humanity, his mo-

deration, his loyalty to the king, and afterwards,

when the Convention had decreed freedom to his

race, his fidelity to the Republic ! Nay, his zeal

for the cause of liberty itself, was all merely pre-

tence and hypocrisy !

The strange vileness of Toussaint's hypocrisy

consisted in this, that he all along was good in

deeds as well as words. So deep was Tous-

saint's hypocrisy, that the great Consul himself,

though a messenger from Heaven, " sent upon

earth (as he tells us) to restore order, equality,

andjustice," was grossly deceived by him ; for he

gave the highest praises to our hero down to the

very day of setting a price upon his head, and only

found out his hypocrisy, when resolved upon putting

him to death . The truth is, that of all the many

virtues of Toussaint, his probity was the most dis-

tinguished. It was quite a proverb among our own

officers, who long carried on war against him, and

among the white inhabitants of St. Domingo, that

Toussaint never broke his word.

There cannot be a better proof that he possess-

ed and deserved this fame, than the reliance which

was placed on his promises in the nicest cases by
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those who knew him best, and to whom his false-

hoodwould havebeen fatal; and it is a notorious

fact, that the exiled French planters and merchants

did not scruple to return from North America, and

their other places of refuge, on receiving his pro-

mise to protect them. It is equally well known,

that not one of them ever found cause in his con-

duct to repent of such confidence.

Here may be introduced a short story, which

will serve toshew how far Toussaint respected the

principle of good faith, and with how good a grace

the French government can question his probity...

It is well known that he entered into a treaty

with General Maitland, the British commander-in-

chief, by which the island was to be evacuated by

our troops, and was to remain neutral to the end of

the war. On this occasion, he came to see General

Maitland at his head quarters ; and the general,

wishing to settle some points personally with him

before our troops should embark, returned the visit

at Toussaint's camp in the country.

So well was his character known, that the Bri-

tish general did not scruple to go to him with only

two or three attendants, though it was at a consi-

derable distance from his own army, and he had to

pass through a country full of Negroes, who had

very lately been his mortal enemies. The Com-

missioner of the French Republic, however, did

not think so well of the honour of this virtuous

chief. It is very natural for wickedmen to think

badly of mankind, and the Jacobins not only sup-
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pose every man will be bloody and treacherous

when worth his while, but would probably hold

him cheap if found of anopposite cast.

Withsuchnotions and feelings, MonsieurRouте,

the French Commissioner, thought this visit ofGe-

neral Maitland agood opportunity to make him pri-

soner; he therefore wrote a letter to Toussaint,

begging him, as he was a true Republican, to

seize the British general's person. General Mait-

land proceeded towards Toussaint's camp. On the

road he received a letter from one of his private

friends, telling him of Monsieur Roume's plot, and

warning him not to put himself into the Negro ge-

neral's power ; but the known character of Tous-

saint made the British general stillrelyupon his ho-

nor: besides, the good of his Majesty's service re-

quired at that period, that confidence should be

placed in this great man, though even at some risk ;

and General Maitland therefore bravely and wisely

determined to proceed.

When they arrived at Toussaint's head quarters,

hewas not to be seen. Our general was desired to

wait, and after much delay the Negro chiefstill did

not appear. General Maitland's mind began to

misgive him, as was natural upon a reception seem-

ingly so uncivil,and so conformable to the warning

he had received. But at length, Toussaint entered

the roomwith two lettersopen in his hand : " There
“

general, (said the upright chief) read these be-

" fore we talk together ; the one is a letterjust re-

" ceived from Roume, and the other my answer.

" I would not come to you, till I had written my
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"

answer to him; that you may see how safe

you are with me, and how incapable I am of

baseness . " General Maitland read the letters,

and found the one an artful attempt to excite Tous-

saint to seize his guest, as an act of duty to theRe-

public ; the other, anoble and indignant refusal.

" What," said Toussaint, " have I not passed my
“

८८

“

"

८८

“

،،

word to the British general ? How then can you

suppose that I will cover myself with dishonor, by

breaking it? His reliance on my good faith

leads him to put himself in my power, and I

should be for ever infamous, were I to act as you

advise. I am faithfully devoted to the Republic,

but will not serve it at the expence ofmy con-

science and my honour."

It is not strange that with such virtues, and such

talents, our hero should win the hearts of the Ne-

groes, and soon become their favourite leader. He

did so to such adegree, that their first famous chiefs

were soon forgot ; and except Rigaud, a brave

and active Mulatto,leader in the south of the island,

we afterwards heard nothing of any general of the

Blacks but Toussaint Louverture. Rigaud was also

a very able man; but not a man of principle, like

Toussaint : he however pretended to be a much

more zealous friend of freedom than the other lead-

ers ; and distinguished himself by his rage against

the planters and the English. By dint of his vio-

lence, he passed for a devoted friend of the cause,

and long kept himself at the head of a large party,

whom he persuaded that Toussaint was not so

trust-worthy as himself ; but he was at last forced
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to yield to that great man's superior merit, and was

driven from the island, because while there, he was

continually disturbing the public peace. :

When Toussaint first rose to power, the contest

between the Blacks and their former owners was

ended, and the French Commissioners, who then

attempted to govern the Island, acknowledged the

freedom of the Negroes, and promised to maintain

it. But another civil war arose, and was carried

on with great fury between the party of the,de-

throned French king, and that of the Convention.

In this the Negroes, as well as the White People,

took different sides among themselves, and were

perhaps about equally divided.

Toussaint, who knew that his brethren owed the

Convention no thanks for their freedom, was na-

turally found on the same side with loyalty, gene-

rosity, and religion ; and by the aid of his courage

and talents, the cause of royalty was soon as tri-

umphant in St. Domingo, as it had proved unsuc-

cessful in Europe. For his great services in this

war, he received from the king of Spain, a commis-

sion as general in his army, and had the honour of

being admitted a knight of the ancient Military

Orders of that country ; so at least his enemies as-

sert.

But events arose, which made it impossible for

Toussaint, as a wise man and a true patriot, longer

to refuse his adherence tothe existing government of

France. The cause of royalty having failed in that

country, little could bedone to serve the royalfami-

ly by prolonging the miseries of civil war in a West
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India island, while the great stake of Negro liber-

ty might be lost by further opposition to the parent

state. It was probably a deciding consideration

with our hero, that the Planters and Loyalists of

St. Domingo, with whom he was now allied, began

openly to intrigue for the assistance of Great Bri-

tain, and to invite us to invade the island ; for their

object, however friendly to French royalty, was

certainly adverse toNegro freedom ; and it was less

for the sake ofrestoring the sceptre of France to

the Bourbons, than for that of recovering the iron

sceptres of their ownplantations, that most of these

men desired to have the British flag flying at St.

Domingo-they were staunch royalists then for the

same reason that makes them now staunch friends

to a Corsican usurper. Toussaint knew this, and

saw that he must either make terms with the French

commissioners, or engage himself on the same side

with foreign invaders, and with Frenchmen who

were sworn foes to the liberty ofhis race. For these

and other reasons he found it necessary to give

peace to the republican party whom he hadalready

conquered, and to acknowledge the authority of

the Convention.

From this timehe was a faithful servant of France

during every change in its government, though

often molested and embarrassed in his plans for the

public good by the folly and wickedness ofthe per-

sons in authority in the mother country.

The Committees, Directors, and other successive

Rulers of France from time to time, sent commis-

sioners to the island; and these men were as fond

1
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ofplunder and confiscation in the West Indies, as

their masters were in Europe. Every man who

had property to forfeit, was sure to be cried down

as a traitor. But happily in St. Domingo there

was such a mind to check them as that of the ge-

nerous Toussaint. This great man conducted him-

self with so much prudence, as, without giving of-

fence to the French government, to make its com-

missioners mere cyphers. He suffered nobody to

injure or insult them, and obliged every one to treat

their office with respect, andyet leftthem nopower,

because he found they would only use it for pur-

poses of cruelty and mischief. He protected the

planters from the commissioners, andboth from the

natural jealousy of the Negroes.

The French government more than once recall-

ed its commissioners, and sent out new ones ; but

the case was still the same. There were among

them very able men, but Toussaint was an over-

match for them all. They were obliged to leave in

his abler hands all the actual power, and to lean on

him for protection.

More than once his power and credit with the

Negroes saved these men from destruction. Ge-

neral Laveaux in particular, once clearly owed his

life to our hero, and publicly acknowledged the

debt. Laveaux was at that time commander in

chief for France ; and the Negroes ofCape Fran

cois, suspecting him of a plot against their free-

dom, rose against him, threw him into prison, and

were preparing to put him to death, when Tous-

saint with a band of faithful followers marched into

C
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the townand delivered him out of their hands. Ge-

neral Laveaux was on this occasion, so struck with

the conduct and talents of Toussaint, that he did

not scruple to declare, in a public letter, his resolu-

tion to take no measure in future in the government

of the island, without that great man's advice and

consent.

The French government could not but see that

its authority in the colony depended wholly on the

will of this noble African, yet was long foolish

enough to attempt to govern there by other agents,

till at length, in March 1797, they sent him a com-

mission declaring him general in chief ofthearmies

of St. Domingo. This commission he held under

the express confirmation of Buonaparte, till Leclerc,

fatally for France, and for himself, was sent out to

supersede and betray this faithful servant of the

republic.

Itwas a great mercy to many unfortunate white

people who remained on the island, that a man like

Toussaint possessed the chief power. He protect-

ed them from being massacred, and restored them

to the property of which they had been depriv-

ed. When he found himself strong enough, and

so well known to his followers as not to be afraid of

slander, he even invited the banished planters to

return fromAmerica, and other places to which they

had fled for refuge ; and such of them as returned,

were restored by him to their estates.

There was one kind of property, however, for

which ourhero had no respect ; and that was the

property of human flesh and blood. When I say
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therefore that the planters were restored to their

estates, it must not be understood, that they were

allowed to buy and sell their Negroes as for-

merly.

Neither did the Negro chief think it reasonable,

that the masters should work their poor labourers

as much, whip them as much, and feed them as

little, as they thought fit. In these opinionsthere

has been a wide difference between him and the

Chief Consul ; and the difference has cost Tous-

saint his life, and France the island of St. Do

mingo. Our hero however acted up to these sen

timents, and therefore obliged the planters to put

such of their former slaves as chose to work for

them, on the footing of hired servants.

And here I must notice the greatest difficulty

which Toussaint had to struggle with in his la

bours for the public good. The cruel and brutal

method of driving, naturally makes the poor ne

groes regard their agricultural work with incura

ble dislike. Toussaint took unwearied pains to re-

move this difficulty, and to restore the tillage of the

soil, upon which, under God, he knew that the

happiness of every country chiefly depends. To

this end, heencouraged the labourers bygiving them

a third part of the crops for their wages ; a large

compensation, in acountry where sugar and coffee

are the chief productions. He also made laws to

restrain idleness, and oblige people to labour upon

fair terms for their own livelihood; and to enforce

these laws, he made use of his power as a general.

Some people have found fault with him, because

1
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he did not employ the civil power for this purpose,

instead of the military ; but in truth he had no civil

power to employ. People in this happy land are

apt to forget, that laws, and magistrates, and courts

ofjustice, all exactly fitted to produce peace, order

and public happiness, with the utmost possible re-

gard to the liberty ofthe subject, are blessings that

grow with the oak, and not with the mushroom.

Human wisdom can no more make them on a sud-

den, or renew them in a moment when madly des-

troyed, than it can raise a tall tree in a single night

from an acorn . As to Toussaint and his Negroes ,

they had every thing which belongs to civil life, to

learn. In their former state they could know no-

thing of it ; for a slave has no country ; the breath

of his master is his law, and the overseer is both

judge andjury : the driver is both constable and

beadle, as well as carman, to the human cattle. Du-

ring the war, there was no place for any but milita-

ry institutions; and Toussaint therefore, when it

was necessary to enforce laws for the public good,

had no officers of civil justice to whom he could

resort.

It is true that for these reasons, he was obliged

so far to disgrace the idle and disorderly Negroes,

as to put them upon the same footing with the pre-

sent free French republicans. The only difference

between his government in this respect and Buona-

parte's, was, that Toussaint had no dungeons, no

sickly deserts of exile, nor any other organ of in-

justice or oppression. He put the idle vagrant,

and the deserter, upon the same footing; and they
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were equally liable to be punished after a fair trial

by a court martial ; but so mild were his punish-

ments, that the severest one for a labourer, was

the being obliged to enlist as a soldier.

There is one great branch ofToussaint's services

to France, upon which an Englishman cannot like

to enlarge. It is too well known what great pains

we long took during the last war, to conquer St.

Domingo. How much money, as well as how inany

valuable lives the attempt costus, it would notbe easy

to compute . There is nothing in the conduct of our

brave soldiers in that field, but what does them ho-

nour, yet I chuse to be silent as to that unhappy

attempt, and shall only say, that Toussaint through

the whole of the long contest with our army, acted

so as to win the admiration of his enemies as well as

the praise of his ungrateful country.

Here I shall beg leave again to quote from the

words ofthe Consul's champion, Dubroca. "His

conduct during the war with the English was bril-

liant and without stain, and that epoch of his life

would be truly great, if the services he rendered

the republic at that time, had not been like all that

preceded, subservient to his own ambition." That

a defender of the Consul durst venture to speak of

ambition as a crime, is strange, but perhaps the only

guilty ambition in Buonaparte's judgment, is that

which aims to promote liberty and social happiness .

I pass to the evacuation of the towns and forts

of the island by his majesty's troops. Here the

French assassins of Toussaint make their chief

stand against him . " He suffered the English to

4
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escape, saythey, on too easy terms, and his con-

duct upon this occasion, was treachery to the re-

public."

How happens it that Toussaint's treachery was

not found out in France a little sooner ? The

terms of the convention between our commanders

andhim, were no secret ; and yet down to the mo-

ment of General Leclerc's attack upon this bravé

man in the field, he was treated by the French go-

vernment as one of its most faithful and deserving

subjects.
:

The Consul sent him a letter last year-a trea-

cherous one I admit,but not the less fit to be quot-

ed against himself upon this point of Toussaint's

character. Of this letter, General Leclerc was the

bearer, and the following are some of its expressions.

" We have conceived for you esteem, and we wish

to recognize and proclaim the great services you

have rendered to the French people. If their co-

loursfly on St. Domingo, it is to you and your

brave Blacks that we owe it. Called by your ta-

lents and the force of circumstances to the chief

command, you have destroyed the civil war, put a

stop to the persecutions of someferocious men, and

restored to honour the religion and the worship of

God, from whom all things come*."

After composing encomiums like these, and

even printing them in his gazette, can any thing

exceed the effrontery of the Consul in afterwards

* Dispatches of Leclerc of February9. Moniteur of

March21, 1802.
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stigmatizing this great man as a traitor for actions

commited before the letter was written ?

I will not detain my readers with stating and an-

swering some other charges which the murderers

of Toussaint have lately brought against him on

account of his treaty of neutrality with General

Maitland, and the constitution which he afterwards

framed for St. Domingo with the consent of a ge-

neral assembly of the people; for though it would

beeasy to shew that both these measures were not

only guiltless, but such as redounded greatly to his

honour, the proof of these truths would require

some views of the state of St. Domingo and of

France, which cannot be given inasmall compass ;

and the preceding confessions under the hand of

the Consul, are surely enough to repel all charges

ofdisloyalty against our herodown to the period of

Leclerc's invasion .

Yet as to the constitution, I beg leave to add a

farther extract from the same official letter of Buo-

naparte :-" The situation in which you were

placed, surrounded on all sides by enemies, and

without the mother country being able to suc-

cour or sustain you, has rendered legitimate the

articles ofthat constitution which otherwise would

not be so ."

Toussaint being relieved from the pressure of

the war with England, set to work with new

vigour in his plans for the public good.

The restoring the public worship of God, and

spreading the knowledge of religious truth as far

as he himself was blessed with it, were the objects
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1 nearest his heart. Next to these, which he knew

to be the corner stones of public happiness, he was

unwearied in his attempts to reform abuses ; espe-

cially to set the idle to work, and by these and

other means to improve the culture of the soil, and

encourage that foreign commerce, which is so ne-

cessary to a West India island.

It is truly wonderful to think how much toil he

must have gone through, even in the little we

know of his public labours ; for he had still from

the perverseness of Rigaud's party a new insur-

rection to quell, and had to obtain possession of the

Spanish part of that large island lately ceded to

France, which the Spanish governor, upon va-

rious pretences, and perhaps by the secret request

of the French government, long withheld. But at

length the genius and activity of our Hero tri-

umphed over all obstacles ; and before peace was

concluded between this country and France, every

part of St. Domingo was in quiet submission to his

authority, and rapidly improving in wealth and

happiness under his wise administration .

So rapid was the progress of agriculture, that it

was a fact, though not believed at the time in Eng-

land, that the island already produced, or promised

to yield in the next crop, one third part at least of

as large returns of sugar and coffee as it had ever

given in its most prosperous days. This, consider-

ing all the ravages of a ten years' war, and the great

scarcity of all necessary supplies from abroad, is

very surprising, yet has since clearly appeared

to be true .

1
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But what was of far more consequence, this

great and growing produce was obtained without

the miseries, the weakness, or dangers of West

India slavery.. Men were obliged to work, but it

was in a moderate manner, for fair wages ; and

they were for the most part at liberty to chuse their

own master. The plantation Negroes were there-

fore in general, contented, healthful, and happy.

A still more happy effect had arisen from the

new state of things ; a blessing of the greatest im-

portance to France, if she had not been mad

enough to take the wicked measures of which I

shall soon have to speak; and not to France only,

but to Africa, and to human nature. The effect I

speak of, was a large increase in the rising gene-

ration of Negroes, instead of that dreadful fall-

ing off which is always found in a colony of Slaves .

My readers may be surprised at this fact,

especially if they have ever met with any of those

false and idle accounts which have been published,

to persuade us that the loss of life among the island

Negroes, does not arise from oppression. " What,

it may be said, can the young and infant Negroes

of St. Domingo have increased by natural means

since the revolution, in spite of perpetual war,

foreign and civil, of frequent massacres, and of all

the wants and miseries which, during twelve years,

have fallen upon that hapless and devoted Island ?

How can this be, when in Jamaica, and other

West India Islands, in the midst of peace and plen-

ty, the same race of people are always declining
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in numbers, so that population can only be kept

up by the Slave Trade ? "

I leave the defenders of slavery and the Slave

Trade to answer the question. I will only offer

for their help, the opinion of a person whosejudg-

ment and impartiality they will readily admit. It is

no other than Monsieur Malouet, formerly Min-

ister of the French Colonies and Marine, an old

West India Planter, and a defender of the Slave

Trade.

M. Malouet published a book last year at Paris,

in which he attempts to justify the Consul for re-

enslaving the Negroes in the West Indies ; yet

thus he writes of the state of Negro population in

St. Domingo : "ALL ACCOUNTS ANNOUNCE A MUCH

GREATER NUMBER OF INFANTS, AND LESS MORTALITY

AMONG THE LITTLE NEGROES* THAN THERE WERE BE-

FORE THE REVOLUTION ; WHICH IS ASCRIBED TO THE

ABSOLUTE REST WHICH WOMEN BIG WITH CHILD ENJOY,

AND TO A LESS DEGREE OF LABOUR ON THE PART OF

THE NEGROES.+"

Such then were the happy prospects at St. Do-

mingo, when the peace with England unchained

the French navy, and left the Consul at liberty to

carry to the new world, the same scourge with

* War and massacre will too fully account for there being on

the contrary, a decrease among the men. If the ravages of dis-

ease, usual in slave colonies, had been added, not a man fit to

bear arms could have been left.

+ Malouet Collection de Memoires sur les Colonies, Tome IV.

Introduction, p. 52.
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which his fierce and ambitious temper had long

afflicted the old.
/

As soon as peace was concluded with England,

the French Consul dispatched a fleet to St. Do-

mingo, commanded by Admiral Villaret, with an

army of at least 20000 men. At the head of the

army was placed General Leclerc, the Consul's

brother in law, assisted by several Generals of

great note, particularly Rochambeau, well known

in the West Indies for his attachment to the cause

of slavery. In this expedition the main object of

Buonaparte was to wrest from the Negroes their

newly acquired freedom, and to reduce them to

their former state of servitude, and so confident

was he of the attainment of this object, that he

sent over his brother Jerome with the armament,

that he might pluck the laurels which it seemed

destined to acquire. The Consul did not however

rely on force alone, for the accomplishment of his

purpose. He was aware of the importance of se-

curing the cooperation of Toussaint, and was de-

termined if possible to win him over.

As our hero, however, had already the principal

authority in St. Domingo, and had long been com-

mander in chief and governor there, by commission

from the government of France, Buonaparte felt

that the honours and rewards he had to offer, might

perhaps not be a sufficient price to the Negro gen-

eral, for treachery to his brethren. He therefore

devised an expedient more likely to ensnare this

great man's feelings ; and this was to put his two
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beloved sons on board the fleet, as hostages for the

father's conduct.

These youths had been sent by Toussaint to

France, for their education . He had trusted them

to French honour and gratitude ; and it would

move the coldest hearts to read the letter in which

he anxiously recommended them to the care and

protection of the government. At every line one

might imagine the fond father's tears dropping on

the paper ; nor is its piety less striking than its

tenderness, for the chief request made in the letter,

was that they might be brought up in the fear of

God, and the knowledge of religion. Unfortunate

Toussaint! little did he then know to what keeping

he consigned them !

To take these youths from their studies, and send

them out to inveigle their father, was the project of

Napoleon. He has no children, or his heart, cold

and hard though it is, might have checked him in

so vile a purpose. To feel its baseness fully, a fact

should be known, which is true beyond all reach

of doubt, though this is not the place for its proof,

that if Toussaint had yielded to the temptation, it

would have been immediately fatal to him; the

fixed design in that case, was to tear him in a few

days from these dear bought children, and put him

to death. The Consul had fully resolved, that

when he should have got the chiefs of the free

Negroes in the West Indies into his power, either

by force or fraud, they should not live to oppose

his tyranny in future ; witness his treatment of

Pelage, the Toussaint of Guadaloupe, who joined
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the French General Richepanse, aud by prodigies

of valour at the head of his black troops, reduced

the island to submission, relying upon the solemn

promises of the Consul to maintain the general

freedom of the blacks; yet his reward was to be

seized by surprise, with all his brave officers, and

either sold as slaves for the Spanish mines in Peru,

or, as is more probable, drowned at sea. Certain it

is, they were carried by shiploads to sea, stowed

like sheep in a pen, and heard of no more." But

the history of the Consul's unparalleled wickedness

at Guadaloupe, may be the subject of a separate

book.

Strong though Buonaparte's hopes were, of suc-

ceeding by these virtuous means at St. Domingo,

and making of Toussaint, first a vile instrument of

his tyranny, and afterwards its certain victim, he

was resolved to have other expedients in reserve.

He took extreme pains, therefore, and with too

much success, to take the Negro chief unawares,

so that if found faithful, and clear-sighted in the

cause of freedom, he might be the more easily

crushed by arms .

To this end, the Consul loudly professed for our

hero and his Negroes, the utmost admiration,

gratitude, and esteem, wrote him letters full of

praises and promises, and confirmed the commis-

sion of commander in chief which he held under

the last and former governments of France. Far

from avowing himself an enemy to the liberty ofthe

Negroes, this hypocrite pretended to be as fond ofit

as Toussaint himself. He went so far as to lay before

1
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one of the public bodies in France, after the peace,

and to publish in his gazettes, a planwhich he pre-

tended to have formed for the government of the

French colonies, in which he solemnly declared, that

the freedom of the Negroes should be maintained in

every colony wherein it then existed; and excused

himself for not immediately putting on the same

footing, the slaves of Martinique and other places

just restored to him by the peace, on account of

the great and unavoidable evils of such a sudden

revolution. It would cost too much," said this

matchless impostor, " to humanity!"

“

To the same deceitful ends, he kept on foot that

law of the republic, by which the Negroes were

all solemnly declared to be free French citizens.

Nor did he revoke this solemn law, confirmed by

his own constitution, and paid for by the West

India Negroes by the most essential services to the

republic, till full three months after he had pub-

licly avowed to the British admiral at Jamaica,

that his expedition was sent out to restore the old

system of bondage, and had begun accordingly to

murder the Negroes by thousands and ten thou-

sands, in hot blood, and in cold, for not submit-

ting to become slaves again, at his own imperious

bidding.

Toussaint then, was the more easily deceived,

by supposing that in addition to every principle of

honour, justice, gratitude, and mercy, that can

bind a nation, he had some security in the laws of

the republic, and in the Consul's own constitution,

as confirmed by his solemn oath.

2
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But, lest the news of the great armaments that

were preparing, should, in spite of all this, put

the Negro chief on his guard, means were found

to deceive him grossly, both as to the amount of

the force, and its destination. We are not yet

informed what arts were used for this purpose ; but

certain it is, that Toussaint expected only such a

squadron and such a body of troops as the French

government might naturally send in time of peace,

for the use of a loyal colony. He supposed them

to come only with friendly views, and by procla-

mation enjoined the Negroes to receive them with

affection, confidence, and respect. He made no

preparation whatever for defence, not even so

much as to give the necessary orders to his subor-

dinate generals who commanded in the towns on

the coast. Such advantage had the Consul from

his frauds; as if on purpose to shew in the event,

how impossible it is to bring back free men to

cart-whip slavery, and to make the folly of the

purpose, as glaring, if possible, as its baseness.

While Toussaint was working night and day

for the good of France, by restoring with all his

might the tillage of her richest colony, the French

fleet and army were stealing over the sea to de-

stroy him and his useful labours. They at length

arrived, and it might be supposed perhaps that the

first step of General Leclerc was to send notice of

his arrival to the lawful governor of the island,

whom he was sent to succeed, and demand peace-

able possession of the town and forts in which he

meant to quarter his forces. No such thing.
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General Leclerc went to work exactly like an in-

vading enemy in time of war, though he had the

modesty afterwards to complain, that he was not

received as a friend. The moment he saw the

coast of St. Domingo, he broke his force in three

divisions, which fell like a sky-rocket, as nearly as

possible at the same time, on the three principal

towns of the island. Nothing could be better

contrived.

At Fort Dauphin, where General Rochambeau

arrived with the first division of the army before

the two others could get round to their points of

attack, the troops were instantlylanded. No sum-

mons was sent to give the poor wondering colonists

a chance of saving their lives by submission. The

troops were drawn up in battle array, on the beach.

The Negroes ran down in crowds to behold so

strange a sight, and before they had any notice

of what was designed against them, they were

charged with the bayonet, and routed with the

loss of many innocent lives.

So horrible a proceeding might not be believed,

if it came from any other authors than the butchers

themselves. It is true the Negroes are said to have

called out " no white men," but if so, it only con-

firms the cruelty of so abrupt a proceeding ; during

ten years they had seen no white soldiers but ene-

mies, bent on their destruction, It is true also,

that General Rochambeau says, he made " signs of

fraternity" to the blacks before he attacked them ;

but these poor creatures were no doubt as much at

a loss for the meaning of such pantomime mum-
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mery as of the invasion itself. The most ignorant

inhabitants of Europe indeed know too well now

what it signifies ; but the Negroes, not having seen

this Jacobin free-masonry before, could not know

that signs of fraternity were sure forerunners of a

massacre, till the bayonet reformed their ignor-

ance.

While by such means possession was obtained of

Fort Dauphin, the main body of the fleetand army

under Villaret and Leclerc were hastening round to

the Cape. They arrived the next day, and instant-

ly prepared to land and take possession of the town;

but Christophe, the black general, who commanded

at this important post, having heard no doubt of

the massacre at Fort Dauphin, bravely and loyally.

refused to suffer them to enter the harbour until he

should receive orders from Toussaint. I say"loy-

ally, " for Toussaint, who was his lawful superior,

was absent in the interior country, and Christophe

only demanded time to send to him and receive

This commands. His ruffian enemies have railed at

him for this ; but every good officer will approve

his conduct. Indeed they were so conscious that

the refusal was proper, as to endeavour to excuse

their own violence by a palpable lie. They pre-

tended to suspect that Toussaint was really in or

near the town, and that his absence was onlya pre-

tence to gain time, though the contrary is mani-

fest from what it afterwards stated in their own ga-

zettes. The truth is, they resolved to profit by

Toussaint's absence, and therefore landed the

troops by force, under cover of the ships, at the

D
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expence not only of many lives, but of the de-

struction of the town .

They have violently abused the brave and faith-

ful Christophe for setting fire to this place, which,

in his feeble and unprepared state, deserted as he

was by all the white inhabitants, it was impossible

for him to defend. But he had repeatedly warned

the invaders that he should find it his duty thus to

act, if they persisted in forcing a landing, without

giving him time to send to his commander-in-chief ;

and what reasonable man or good soldier will

blame him for keeping his word ? What! was he

to leave these good quarters behind him for lawless

invaders to lodge themselves in, and thereby the

better effect their perfidious and bloody designs ?

In the way they acted, they were entitled to the

same reception in St. Domingo, as I trust they

would meet in England ; and were it necessary to

burn Dover to prevent French invaders from fix-

ing in it, I hope no English governor would scru-

ple to kindle the fire .

Another act, indeed, was half charged upon

Christophe, which nothing could have excused. It

was said in the first French accounts, that he had

threatened to massacre the white inhabitants ; and

the Consul's gazette left it, with the usual fair deal-

ing of that paper, to be supposed that this threat

had been carried into effect.. But the only voice

which has been allowed to speak from the bloody

stage of St. Domingo, that of the French govern-

ment itself, has since fully cleared the Negro chief

from this suspicion. The inhabitants, to the amount
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of2000, were carried off indeed as hostages, but

not a man was put to death. This is particularly

worthy of remark, as it will soon be seen how op-

posite was the conduct of the French army, the

only savages in this war, at least while Toussaint

commanded.

Yes ! by the French generals themselves, who

avow that from the beginning of this war they gave

no quarter, it is recorded to their own deathless in-

famy, that not a white man, among the many who

upon this occasion fell into the hands of the Ne-

groes, found an enemy like the hero of Jaffa.

" No person was killed at the Cape *." " More

than 2000 inhabitants of the Cape, who were in

the most distant mornes, have returned † . " Such

are their very words. During three months these

men must have been in the power of the Negro

chiefs; and during the same period General Leclerc,

" the virtuous Leclerc," as his brother-in-law stiles

him, had been putting Toussaint's soldiers to death

in cold blood, as often as they fell into his hands .

Time will not admit the detail of the proceed-

ings in the other parts of the island; it is enough

that they were of the same complexion with those

which have been already noticed, and that every

where the French refused to give the chance of

saving bloodshed, by allowing the astonished Ne-

gro officers time to send for orders to their com-

* Account in Paris gazettes of Ist Germinal, (March 22.) ;

London newspapers of March 29.

+ Leclerc's official letter ofMay 8th, in which hegives anac-

count ofthe pretended surrender of Toussaint.
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mander-in-chief. Everywhere they demanded in-

stant possession of the forts, and every-where pu-

nished the proper refusal by as much murder as

they were able to commit. As all these places

were exposed to the cannon of the ships, and were

quite unprepared for defence, the French suc-

ceeded so far as to oblige the Negro troops to

retire, but not till after some brave resistance.

All this while, for the whole was done in about

forty-eight hours, Toussaint was in an inland part

of the island, at too great a distance from the coast

to give any timely assistance or orders at either of

the points of attack.

The time was now come to try the force of cor-

ruption upon the mind of this African patriot. The

first game had been played with success up to the

Consul's wishes, except that Cape François had

been burnt. The chief posts on the sea had been

surprised and taken according to his merciless or-

ders ; the next point, therefore, was to win over

Toussaint, if possible, now that he could be treat-

ed with safely; for to attempt it sooner, would have

been to put the important advantage of surprise at

the hazard of his virtue. Accordingly an ambas-

sador was sent to him from the smoking ruins of

Cape François, andthe man chosen for the errand

was Coisnon, the tutor of his sons .

This man, as low in morals, as from his office we

may suppose he was high in learning, was probably

sent from France for the purpose of this vile at-

tempt on the father of his pupils. I doubt not he

had his lesson from the lips of the Consul himself,
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Withhim were sent the two youths, the one I be-

lieve about seventeen, the other probably fifteen,

years old, who both had been separated seven

or eight years from their affectionate parents, and

were now doubtless much improved, not only in

stature, but every other point of appearance that

could rejoice the eye of a father. Ignorant as the

poor lads were of public affairs, they had been

taught that it was for their father's good to comply

with the wishes of the Chief Consul ; and Buona-

parte himself had talked with and caressed them

at Paris, in order to impress that opinion on their

minds.

With these innocent decoys in his train, and

with letters both from General Leclerc and the

Consul, full of the most high flown compliments to

Toussaint, and the most tempting offers of ho-

nours, wealth, and power, Coisnon set out from

the Cape, and proceeded to the place of our hero's

usual abode. His cruel orders were to let the

boys see and embrace their father and mother, but

notto let them remain : Ifthe father should agree to

sell himself, and betray the cause of freedom, he

was to be required to come tothe Cape to receive the

commands of Leclerc, and become his lieutenant-

general ; but if he shouldbe found proof against

corruption and deceit, the boys were to be torn

from his arms, and brought back again as hostages.

If nothing else could move him, the fears and ago-

nies of a parent's breast might, it was hoped, be ef-

fectual to bend his stubborn virtue.

" But how," some of my readers may be ready

1
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to ask, "was Coisnon to be able to bring them

back against Toussaint's inclination ? What force

had he to employ against the Negro chief in the

country ? " I answer, a force which his base ene-

mies well knew the sure effect of on his noble

mind, the force of honour. A safe conduct was

obtained from Toussaint, or his lieutenant-general ;

and the sacred faith of a soldier, whose word had

never been broken, was engaged for the return

both of the envoy and his pupils.

That vile tool of the Consul proceeded with the

boys to Toussaint's house in the country, which

was a long day's journey from the Cape; but on

their arrival, the father was not at home, his urgent

public duties having called him to a distant part of

the island, where he was probably endeavouring to

collect his scattered troops, and to make a stand

against the invaders. The mother, however, the

faithful wife of Toussaint, was there ; and let my

readersjudge with what transports of tender joy

she caught her dear long-absent children to her

bosom. The hard-heated Coisnon himself says,

" This good woman manifested all the sentiments

of the most feeling mother* . "

It was no hard task for the envoy to delude this

tender parent. He professed to her, as he had de-

clared to all the Negroes he met with on his jour-

ney, (so he has not scrupled to confess under his

own hand), that the Consul had no design what-

ever against their freedom, but wished only for

* See Coisnon's report to the French minister, London pa-

pers of April, 1802.

:
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peace, and a due submission to the authority of the

Republic. The fond mother was ready to believe

all he said. She ardently wished that it might be

true, and that her beloved husband, with his supe-

rior knowledge and judgment, might see cause to

confide in these pleasing assurances. The envoy

has, unluckily for the cause of his employers, made

it clearly appear in his account of this embassy,

that if Toussaint had any object beyond the free-

dom of himself and his brethren, it was unknown

to, and unsuspected by, the wife of his bosom.

She instantly sent off an express to him to let him

know that a messenger from the Consul was come,

with the offer of peace, liberty, and their child-

ren .

Toussaint was so far distant, that with all his

wonderful speed in riding he did not arrive at

Ennery (that was the place of this interesting home)

till the following night. Ah ! what pangs of sus-

pense, what successions of hope and fear, must

have wrung the heart of the poor mother in the

interval ! But her beloved husband at last arrives,

and rushes into the arms of his children .

For a while the hero forgets that he is anything

but a father. He presses first the elder boy, then

the younger to his heart, then locks them both in

along embrace. Next he steps back for a moment

to gaze on their features and their persons. Isaac,

the elder, is so much grown that he is almost as

tall as his father; his face begins to wear a manly

air, and. Toussaint recals in him the same image

that sometimes met his youthful eyes when he
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bathed in the clear lakeamong the mountains. The

younger is not yet so near to manhood, but his softer

features are not less endearing. The father sees

again the playful urchin that used to climb upon

his knees, and the very expression that won his

heart in the object of his first affection. Again he

catches both the youths to his bosom, and his tears

drop fast upon their cheeks .

Let not my readers suppose this account is

founded wholly on conjecture. Even the cold-

blooded Coisnon himself thus far in effect draws

back the curtain, and opens the first scene of the

tragedy in which he was an actor. The miscreant

seems to value himself upon his firmness in pur-

suing his game unmoved by so affecting a scene;

for thus he writes of it to his employers : " Thefa-

ther and the two sons threw themselves into each

others arms. Isaw them shed tears, AND WISHING

ΤΟ TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A PERIOD WHICH I CONCEIVED

TO BE FAVOURABLE, I stopped him at the moment

when he stretched out his arms to me, &c." How

striking is the picture here presented ! A virtuous

and amiable hero is at the crisis of his fate ; a fond

father is pouring out the tears of manly sensibility

over his long absent children. He stretches out his

arms with an emotion of ill-placed gratitude to the

tutor of their youth, when the same tutor, bent

upon seducing him to his infamy and ruin, craftily

seizes this moment as the most favourable for his

treacherous designs ! Nature has tender sympathies

which even the cruel cannot well resist. There

are situations in which even a ruffian cannot well
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avoid being turned by pity from his purpose. But

these agents of the atheistical Consul seem to be

pity-proof in all cases .

" O they are villains ev'ry man of them,

" Fitted to stab and smile---to stab the babe

" That smiles upon them! ”

1

Coisnon, retiring from the embrace of Tous-

saint, assails him in a set speech with persuasions

to submit to the Consul, and to betray the cause of

freedom. He does not perhaps desire him in plain

terms to permit slavery to be restored; on the con-

trary protests that there is no such design ; but

Toussaint knew too well the meaning of such

professions ; and that his discerning mind on this

point should be so imposed upon, after what had

happened, could hardly be expected either by the

envoy or his masters. Such speeches, if used to

Toussaint himself, were probably meant only to save

his credit, and give him the means of deceiving

his followers. He was in effect desired to come to

the Cape and bring over his troops to join the

French standard. On this condition he was assured

- of " respect, honours, fortune," the office of " lieu-

tenant-general of the island," all in short that the

gratitude of the republic could offer, or his own

heart, desire. On the other hand, if he should

refuse to submit, the most dreadful horrors and mi-

series of war are denounced against him and his

followers. The implacable vengeance of the great

nation is threatened ; and the eloquent envoy does

not omit to point out to him how hopeless must be
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all his efforts to resist the armies which have con-

quered Europe, and which now will have no enemy

to contend against, but the rebels of St. Domingo.

Above all, he is desired to reflect upon the fate that

awaits the hostage youths, so beloved, and so wor-

thy of his affection. " You must submit," said

Coisnon, " or my orders are to carry my pupils

back to the Cape. You will not, I know, cover

yourself with infamy by breaking faith and vio-

lating a safe conduct. Behold, then, the tears

" of your wife; and consider, that upon your de-

" cision depends whether the boys shall remain to

“
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gladden her heart and yours, or be torn from

you both for ever*. " The orator concludes by

putting into the hero's hands the letters of the cap-

tain-general and the Consul.

Isaac next addressed his afflicted father in a speech

which his tutor had no doubt assisted him in pre-

paring. He related how kindly he was received by

the Consul, and what high esteem and regard that

chief of the republic professed for Toussaint Lou-

verture and his family. The younger brother add-

ed something which he had been taught to the

same effect ; and both, with artless eloquence of

their own, tried to win their father to a purpose, of

the true nature and consequence of which they had

no suspicion.

* I desire not to be understood as giving the exact language

of this conference throughout ; but the substance is either ex-

pressly avowed in, or plainly to be inferred from, Coisnon's re-

port, and other official papers.
:

3 .
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Need we doubt that the distressed mother added

her earnest entreaties to theirs?

During these heart-rending assaults on the virtue

and firmness of Toussaint, the hero, checking his

tears, and eying his children with glances of ago-

nized emotion, maintains a profound silence.
66

"

Hearken toyourchildren," cries Coisnon. " Con-

fide in their innocence ; they will tell you nothing

but truth ."

2

Again the tears of the mother and her boys, and

their sobbing entreaties, pour anguish into the he-

ro's bosom . He still remains silent. The conflict

of passions and principles within him may be seen

in his expressive features, and in his eager glisten-

ing eye. But his tongue does not attempt to give

utterance to feelings for which language is too

weak . Awful moment for the African race ! Did

he hesitate ? perhaps he did. It is too much for

human virtue not to stagger in such a conflict. It

is honour enough not to be subdued. But why do

I speak of human virtue ? The strength of Tous-

saint flowed from a higher fountain ; and I doubt

not that at this trying moment he thought of the

heroism of the Cross, and was strengthened from

above.

Coisnon sawthe struggle, he eyed it with a hell-

born pleasure, and was ready in his heart to cry out

" victory," when the illustrious African suddenly

composed his agitated visage, gently disengaged

himself from the grasp of his wife and children,

took the envoy into an inner chamber, and gave

him a dignified refusal. " Take back my children,"
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said he,

“

since it must be so. I will be faithful

to my brethren and my God."

Can any trait that History has recorded of the

patriot or the hero be put in competition with this

noble sacrifice to public duty !

Coisnon, finding he could not carry his point,

wished at least to draw our hero into a negotiation

with general Leclerc ; and Toussaint, always hu-

mane and fond of peace, was willing to treat upon

any terms by which " the horrible fate," as he

himself truly called it, which was intended for his

brethren, might be avoided without the miseries of

war. He, therefore, readily agreed to send an

answer to the captain-general's letter, but would

not prolong the painful family scene by staying to

write it at Ennery, or again seeing his boys. It

was two in the morning when he arrived there,

and at four he mounted his horse again, and set off

at full speed for his camp.

On the next day our hero dispatched a French-

man of the name of Granville, who was the tutor

to his younger children, with a letter for the cap-

tain-general ; and this man, whom Coisnon is

anxious to prove as great a rogue as himself, over-

took his brother-tutor and the two poor hostage-

youths on their way to the Cape.

On the parting betwen the mother and her

children, as it afforded no room to display his own

talents at negotiation, the envoy has been prudently

silent ; but such of my readers as have feeling hearts

will be able to paint it in some degree for themselves.

Toussaint's letter was of such a nature that it
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produced a reply from general Leclerc, and a fur-

ther correspondence took place between these op-

posite leaders during several days, a truce being

allowed for the purpose, which Leclerc expected,

as he tells us, would have ended in a peace.

It would be most desirable to have recourse to

the letters that passed on this occasion ; but Le-

clerc and the Consul have not thought fit to pub-

lish any of them ; and as to Toussaint he had not

the means of publication; for when his enemies

took the towns, his printing presses all fell into

their hands ; and, then, not a letter was suffered

to pass from the island, or any news from thence

to be told, without leave from the Consul or his

generals . We must be content therefore with such

intelligence as they have thought fit to give us.

The treaty at length broke off, and we are told

it was in consequence of a discovery manifestly

made in Toussaint's letters, that he was a hypo--

crite, and only treated in order to gain time.

What was the nature of his demands the French

Government did not think proper to state. In the

absence of all information on this head, I will take

leave to suppose, that the liberty of the common

people, with some security for that blessing, were

the points in dispute, as they were the only things

they would not yield, and were all that Toussaint

sought to obtain. The only light which Leclerc's

real or pretended dispatches give to assist our

guesses respecting the nature of this negotiation,

is reflected from his reason for putting an end to

it. " My orders," says he, " are immediately to
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" restore prosperity and abundance. " Now it must

be presumed that the only means proposed for ef-

fecting this miracle was the cart whip; and that

Toussaint would have objected to no other means

of making the island prosper, his former conduct

sufficiently proves .

The truce being ended, war was most furiously

renewed against Toussaint and his adherents in

every quarter of the island; and that general and

Christophe were by proclamation declared to be

" out of the protection of the law. "

General Leclerc took, however, other steps far

more effectual to him in the war than this fe-

rocious proscription of the chiefs. He saw that it

was easier to dupe the poor labourers, than to de-

ceive men who had been accustomed to govern ;

he knew that the poor in all countries are apt to be

discontented with their rulers, when they feel the

public evils, which a war, necessary even for their

own sakes, must always produce ; and he also

knew, that the labouring Negroes, who were there

called cultivators, had in general been loth to sub-

mit to necessary industry, and were but half con-

tent with Toussaint for putting by his laws, a curb

upon idleness and vice. He therefore concluded,

that it would not be impossible to make a breach

between the upright chief and the cultivators ; or,

at least, to make the latter mere bye-standers

in the war.

With this view, he, in the first place, forbore

to attempt any change in the state of the labouring

Negroes in the places occupied by his troops.
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Though he had many of their old masters in his

train, to whom the Consul had vowed that he

would restore their slaves, and put the cart-whip

soon again in their hands, Leclerc did not suffer

one of them to go upon his own estate ; or only

allowed them to go to confirm the new order of

things, and treat the labourers as free men. Not

a whip was to be seen or heard for some time on

any account. But he went much further. He

published in his own name, and the Consul's name,

solemn declarations, that the freedom of all the

people of St. Domingo should be held sacred. In

the same papers he taxed Toussaint, and the sol-

diers who followed him, with ambition, and threw

on them the blame of all the dreadful sufferings that

were going to fall on the colony.

It is not to be wondered at, that the French in-

vaders should use these arts. In what country that

has fallen under the dreadful yoke of the republic

has not the same game been played in the begin-

ning, as far as the state of the poor would allow ?

In this instance the extreme ignorance of the cul-

tivators rendered it, with regard to them, peculiarly

successful.

But Leclerc also assailed, with too much success,

the fidelity of the soldiers, and of the black gene-

rals and officers who had commands under Tous-

saint. He held out to them the most tempting of-

fers of preferment in the French service, if they

would join his army; and two or three traitors,

who came over to him on his first landing, were

promoted to the highest commands, and caressed
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in amost flattering manner. He did not scruple

to bind himself to every Negro general who would

trust his word, not only for the freedom of himself

and his corps, but that of all the Negroes in the

island. There still remained there great numbers

ofthe old party of Rigaud ; and though these were

zealous friends to freedom, and very suspicious of

the white people, yet they hated Toussaint, because

he had conquered and expelled their old leader ;

and they were therefore among the first to listen

to the false assurances of Leclerc, and lend him

their aid against their countrymen.

It was more by these base means, than by the

bravery of his troops, that Leclerc obtained all

his early successes, of which the French govern-

ment so loudly vaunted itself, early in the summer

of last year. It must be admitted that his French

troops fought bravely, and with astonishing acti-

vity and perseverance, considering their disadvan-

tages in that country ; but, if they had not been

powerfully assisted by Negro allies, and if the

cultivators had not been so infatuated as for the

most part to resist the earnest calls of Toussaint,

and remain quiet spectators of the war, the in-

vaders would never have been able to advance far

from the coast.

It is no part of myundertaking to write the his-

tory of the war of St. Domingo. It could else

very easily be shewn from the French gazettes,

that whenever they engaged the Negroes success-

fully, the latter were inferior in numbers, or at

least in regular troops, as well as in arms. It could
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also be proved from the same accounts, that in

spite of that inferiority, Toussaint's troops more

than once defeated the invaders. In a war in

which the gazettes are all on one side, the ac-

counts of the publishing enemy should be very

strictly watched; and yet, with a common degree

of attention, any readers of Leclerc's dispatches

will find that these assertions are entirely true.

The courage of Toussaint in this war, as in all

the former ones in which he hadbeen engaged, was

conspicuous. The only engagement with troops

led by himself into action, of which his enemies

have thought it prudent to speak, was the battle

of the Ravine of Couleuvre, and of this action

Leclerc gives the following account: "A combat

of man to man commenced, the troops of Tous-

saint fought with great courage and obstinacy ;

but every thing yielded to French intrepidity."

He adds, indeed, that Toussaint evacuated a very

strong position, and retired in disorder to Petite

Riviere, leaving 800 of his troops dead on the

field of battle. But let us remember that this is

the French account, and that Toussaint's story is

untold*.

Our hero's spirit was still more honourably dis-

played in his constancy and firmness. So power-

fully did the dreadful scourge of war, inflicted

upon all points of the colony at once by France

andher numerous black confederates, second the

* See Leclerc's official dispatches of February 27. London

papers ofApril 19, 1802.

E



( 50 )

treacherous offers and promises of Leclerc, that

such of the Negro troops as still adhered to Tous-

saint began to be weary of the contest, and every

dayalmost, some leading man among them went

over to the enemy. From the first, the regular

troopshe was able to collect were not very numer-

ous: as it appears evenfrom the accounts of his

enemies, who certainly could not wish to repre-

sent the force they had been opposed by, as less

than it really was. Somany of the military Ne-

groes had been induced to join the French, or at

least to lay down their arms, and so great a pro-

portion of the rest had been killed in action, that

the black generals, by the end of the month of

February in which the war began, were chiefly

supported by such of the cultivators as the in-

fluence of Toussaint could preserve from the de-

ceits of Leclerc, and engage to fight in the cause

of their own freedom .

But these men were a very small proportion of

the wholebody; and they were, besides, but indif-

ferent soldiers, nothaving been previously taught

the military exercise, and being very badly armed.

These cultivators too began to quit the standard of

Toussaint when he was obliged to retire into the

inner part of the island; so that at last, he had, as

his enemies admit, only a few hundred followers,

withwhom he was obliged to retreat to the moun-

tains, and there ofcourse to endure a great variety

of hardships .

Yet even in this seemingly hopeless state of af-

fairs, the constancy of Toussaint never yielded for
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a moment. He never despaired of the cause of

freedom ; never offered to abandonit but still

preferred all the dangers and sufferings of war,

to a peace which would have placed him in safety,

riches, and power, but which must have been

bought at the expence of his honour and virtue,

or, let merather say, of his duty toGodd Worldly

men may be thought staunch patriots, and may

think themselves sol; but there are cases too trying

for any virtue that is not rooted in religiongiflo

devote himself to the public good, and sacrifice

all that is dear to him, even life itself, when the

very people for whom all this is to be suffered, dis-

trust, forsake, and betray their generous champion,

is a flight of virtue too high for any one who does

not, like Toussaint, expect his praise and his re-

ward, in a better world.

After many bloody actions, and six or seven

weeks ofalmost perpetual marching and fighting, the

French general thought himself master of St. Do-

mingo. He boasted to his brother-in-law, and the

Consul proclaimed to all Europe, that the object

of the war was accomplished. " Toussaint, with-

out stations, without treasure, without army, is

no more than a brigand, wandering from morne

to morne with some brigands like himself, whom

our intrepid warriors are pursuing, and whom

they will soon have caught and destroyed. "

Thus spoke the Consul to the public at

Paris, on the 6th of May 1802. He, probably,

spoke as he thought; he had even some good

grounds for the opinion, and yet, (mark, the

E 2
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shortness of a tyrant's triumph, when free men

with brave leaders oppose him), while the Consul

was yet speaking, dispatches were entering his

harbours to tell him that his boasts were vain, and

that liberty was victorious in St. Domingo. Be-

fore the first day of that month, the " flying and

helpless brigand" he spoke of, had defeated and

foiled the veteran armies ofFrance, driven them

back to the coast, besieged them there, and

obliged the captain-general solemnly to renounce,

by the establishment of Negro freedom, thewhole

object ofthe war.
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:

PART II .

"

BUONAPARTE thought that he had triumphed over

freedom in the West Indies, with the same ease as

in Europe. But he was mistaken. He did not

consider, or did not know, the difference between

the state of his French citizens, and that of West

India slaves, and that the feelings of animal nature

might prove harder to subdue than the love of an

injured country, and the pride of freedom.

Had the object of the war in St. Domingo been

only such as was falsely given out there, in the

beginning, to the deluded cultivators, that dreadful

warwould soon have ended, and probably never

revived. The authority of the republic, which

had in truth never been disputed, would have been

more firmly established by the early successes of

the French army, and for any other purpose but

restoring a hated and intolerable slavery, would

have been easily maintained. General Leclerc

was, as we have seen, master of the colony, and

Toussaint seemingly ruined, by the middle of

March in the last year, when the very successes

of the French General proved fatal to him, by in-

spiring a rash confidence whichmade him suddenly

dismiss that cunning and hypocrisy from which he

had hitherto derived his chief success.
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Leclerc, elated with victory, and thinking that

he had now nothing more to fear from the Black

troops, imagined that the sooner he put the planta-

tion Negroes again under the drivers andthe whips,

the better he should secure his conquest, and

the more honour he should obtain; for this was

the true, and every where but in St. Domingo,

the acknowledged object of all his bloody labours.

It is probable too, that the orders of his imperious

brother-in-law obliged him to makethis change,

themoment he was master of the island .

1. By whatever motive he was urged to such rash-

ness, certain it is the French general thought it

was now time to drop the mask. In the month of

March, I know not exactly on what day, but it

was probably about the middle of that month, he

published an order, expressly restoring to the

planters all their former power over the Negroes

belonging to their estates . Jone

11.The worthy General seems here to have driven

harder than the planters themselves desired, or at

least than they thought to be safe; for about the

same time, itwas necessary to take strongmeasures

to compel such of them as were in the island, to

live upon their own estates ; and a writer of their

party, ina letter from Port-au-Prince, of March

24th, in speaking of this order with praise, yet

shews his doubts ofits being practicable: " Orders

havejust been received which will probably re-es-

tablish agriculture in our plains and mountains, if

they are capable of being executed. Proprietors,
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or their attornies, are restored to their ancient

authority over the Negro cultivators.*"

If even the planters were unprepared for this

bold measure, judge what athunder-clap it was to

the astonished cultivators ! The proclamations

were not yet five weeks old, by which they were

promised the full enjoyment of their freedom, upon

the sacredwords of the same CaptainGeneral, and

of the Consul himself. How amazed, then, must

they have been at the impudence, as wellas base

ness, of these dissemblers !,

But they ought chiefly to have blamed their

own folly, and their ingratitude to the brave Tous-

saint. In vain had that wise and faithful leader

saidto them: " Distrust the whites, they willbetray

you if they can; their desire evidently manifested

is the restoration of slavery ; their proclamations

are only formed to deceive the friends of liberty ;

do every thing to avert the horrid yoke with which

we are threatened. " They had not listened, in

time to these truths-they had taken the word of

the French invaders rather than that of their

faithful chief. They had foolishly thought " We

havenothing to do with the quarrel; we shallhave

to work in the same way which ever pasty

conquers: They now saw their mistake too

late どほっれで
"

1

* M. Peltier's Journal, Paris, pendant l'année 1801802, No.250.

page 521 .

10

+ Toussaint's Letter to Domage, published in the Moniteur,

and copied into the London papers of May 26, 1802. See the

letter at large below,page70..
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TheNegro troops whohadjoined their invaders,

no doubt were also alarmed at this step of the

French General. It was a breach of faith with

them also ; for they had expressly come in,under

the proclamations which promised freedom not to

themselves only, but to all their brethren. They

could not be so blind as not to see, that equal

treachery, and a fate as horrid, was in store for

themselves; but they durst not immediately revolt,

for they had been prudently broken into small

bodies, placed at a distance from each other, and

mixed with the white troops; and had also, by the

discharge upon various pretences, of great num-

bers from each of their corps, been greatly re-

duced in strength; at the same time they were

closelywatched by the European French.

If West India slavery were not, in its nature, a

thousand times worse than any thing called slavery

in Europe, the Negroes thus betrayed and divided,

and dispirited as they, no doubt, were, would pro-

bably have submitted, at least for a while, till a

fairer opportunity of resistance should offer. But

men who have been delivered from that " horrible

yoke," will risk and suffer every thing, rather than

receive it again.
T

Toussaint well knew this, and therefore saw at

once his means of victory, in this imprudent wick-

edness of his enemies.

Instead of continuing his flight among the

mountains, he turned short towards the north

coast of the island, where a very extensive and

fertile plain surrounds Cape François, and where
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there was, in consequence, the greatest number

of cultivators. He summoned them to arms, and

they were not now, as before, deaf to his voice.

They rose in a mass around him, hailing him as

their deliverer and guardian angel.

These new troops were badly armed, or rather,

for the most part, not armed at all, except with

hoes, and a kind of cutlass, which is used in the

West Indies, for trimmingthe green fences. But

their numbers and zeal enabled their brave leader

to surmount all difficulties. He poured like a tor-

rent over the whole plain of the north, every where

seizing the French posts, and driving their di-

e visions before him, till they found refuge within

the fortifications of Cape François.

Toussaint had no battering artillery; yet he

surrounded the town, made several sharp attacks

upon it up to the very mouths of the cannon, and

would certainly have taken the place, had not the

- fleet been lying in the harbour. The French were

obliged to land the marines, and 1200 seamen from

the fleet, to raise new batteries, and to haul the

ships close in shore, where their broadsides might

play upon the besiegers. Yet, after all, the place

must have yielded to the intrepid Toussaint and his

husbandmen, if General Hardy, with a grand di-

vision of the French army from the south, had not

advanced by forced marches, and thrown himself

into the town. The Captain-General himself was

obliged to follow by sea, quitting all his conquests

in the south, after having marched back all his vic-

torious detachments, from the interior to the coast .
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It is trulywonderful to consider, in how short a

time these great reverses were effected. About

the middle of March, the French were at the sum-

mit of their successes and confidence; yet by the

9th of April, they were reduced to such extremity,

that Leclerc, besieged at the Cape, and hardly able

to maintain himself there, was upon the point of

retreating by sea, to the Spanish part of the

island.11692 d

I cannot detain my readers so long as would

be necessary, were I to relate all the reverses and

disasters which the French sustained in various

quarters of the island, from their rash attempt to

restore the cart-whip slavery. The Negroes were

now, every where, become as hostile to them, as

theywere disposed to be friendly before. But atthe

Cape, the chief struggle was maintained, and the

deepest miseries, felt. The fever began now to

fight for the Negroes, and that capital becamea

mere pest-house; though till this reverse of for

tune, the French troops had been remarkably

healthy. Powerful reinforcements arrived from

France, but all to no purpose ; Toussaint still

pressed the siege; and all that the large garrison

could do, was to defendthemselves within the walls

and trenches. +

General Leclerc now felt and bitterly lamented

his error. He had too soon dropped the mask, and

saw that, unless some new means of deceit

could be found, all was lost; and yet with all

the ignorance of the cultivators, and all their dis
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like to the hardships of war, it seemed very dif-

ficult to delude them again...

It was toodate to deny that there had been a de-

sign to restore slavery ; but it was perhaps pos-

sible, as Leclerc supposed, to make the Negroes

believe that the Consul, and he himself, had been

deceived as to the true state of the colony; and

that convinced by disasters, how vain the latelat-

tempt was, he had repented of and abandoned

the purpose. The Negroes did not know that

Buonaparte was too proud, and too fond of des-

potism, ever to give up the plans he had formed

against their freedom; therefore they might rea-

sonably expect, that what his brother-in-law, the

Captain-General, stipulated, the Consul would

ratify and confirm.

It seemed, therefore, on the whole, not impos-

sible, that artful professions of a change of mea-

sures, and new promises to maintain freedom,

might gain credit, and a treaty be patched up

with his black enemies, so as to give him a new

opportunity of dividing the people from their

military leaders, and getting the latter into his

power; after which he was resolved they should

hear no more again of the cart-whip, till he had

made surer work, by destroying Toussaint and his

adherents.pro 09

With these righteous views, General Leclerc

framed aproclamation which is a perfect master-

piece of cunning and imposture. Without ex-

pressly acknowledging the injustice of his past

measures, or his design against freedom, and even

oitettad done trods 1616)
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without ceasing to speak of the first resistance

of the armed Negroes, as rebellious, he artfully

began this paper with an implied apology for his

late attempts, on the score of his ignorance of the

colony, and of the character of the people. He

dexterously passed over his own orders for the

restoration of slavery, and treated what had been

notoriously done to that end, as arising from the

delay of forming a free government, for which the

warhad not left him a sufficient time; as if the

known attempts to bring back the cart-whip had

been a natural and necessary consequence of the

want of such positive regulations to the contrary,

as he was too busy to make till now.

He next affected to frame a constitution for the

island, of which liberty and equality to all the in-

habitants, without distinction of colour, was to be

the basis.

This, he added, should not be definitive, till, ap-

proved by the French government ; but the con-

dition was so worded, that it might be applied

either to the basis of liberty and equality, or to a

most unmeaning plan, of organization as he called

it, which was to be founded upon that basis.

In addition to this important concession, he by

the same instrument, called an assembly of repre-

sentatives of the island, who were to be appointed

without distinction of colour, to consult and advise

for the general good; and the powers of this assem-

bly were as carefully limited, as ifthe impostor had

really designed to establish such a form of govern-

ment. He knew that the Negroes had not political

knowledge enough to care about such limitations ;

1
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1

e

all they would value or understand was the acknow-

ledgment of their freedom, and the admission of

Negroes to a share in the government; yet the

captain-general's caution as to the powers of the

assembly, would serve to convince them of his sin-

cerity. This vile production was dated the 25th of

April, and immediately after, sent into thecamp of

the Negroes, and to every part of the island ; and

the stratagem had all the immediate effects its base

author could have desired.

The Negroes, at large, were naturally weary of

the war; they were still cut offfrom the chiefports,

and foreigners were afraid to attempt to trade with

them, and consequently they were deprived of all

the necessaries and comforts of life, with which

commerce used to supply them. The cultivators

also, were, by their new duties as soldiers, not only

exposed to extreme dangers and hardships, but se-

parated from their wives and children, and no long-

er able to till their provision-grounds for the sup-

port of their families.

They saw no speedy end to these and other evils,

but by a peace; for reinforcements were daily ar-

riving from France, and they could have no hope,

while that was the case, of being able to finish the

war, by expelling the invaders from the fortified

towns and harbours on the coast. For freedom

only could theybe willing to fight and to suffer such

hardships ; and if freedom were now sincerely

offered, what more couldthey desire.

Whilst the ignorant multitude thus reasoned and

felt, the enlightened Toussaint probably saw the
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matter in a different view; heknew the craft ofhis

enemies, and feared perhaps that these offers, like

the first, were only snares for himself and his bre-

thren. But it is easier in such cases, for a true pa-

triot to form right opinions, than to prevail on the

people to follow them ; even his faithful second in

command, Christophe, probably was inclined to

the side of peace ; and perhaps the army of culti-

vators under that general's command, were clamo-

rous with him, to persuade him to come into their

own wish, and embrace the offered terms...

The French government, in its public accounts,

pretended that Christophe deserted his commander-

in-chief, and by making his own submission,

obliged Toussaint to follow the example; but this

was just as trite, as that both these Negro chiefs

begged their lives of Leclerc, and surrendered as

pardoned rebels, which, as we shall presently see,

was the bare-faced pretence of the Consul on this

occasion, in order to hide their triumphandhis own

disgrace . This slander on the brave Christophe,

was invented to make the pretended submission of

our hero, at a time when he was known to be

victorious, appear less monstrously unnatural, and

incredible, than everythinking manmust have seen

that gross pretext to be. If any truth were mixed

up with the many falsehoods in those impu-

dent accounts, the fact probably was, that both

Christophe, and Dessalines, the Negro general

next in authority, were dupes to Leclerc's flagi-

tious contrivance, and desirous of peace, and that

their persuasions and wishes determined our hero
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to treat with the French general, contrary to his

own better judgment.

However this may have been, certain it is, the

proclamation soon answered the desired end ; and

that prior to the 8th of May 1802, a peace was con-

cludedwith ourhero, andallthe generals and troops

under his command; in which the whole people

of St. Domingo concurred.

Thuswere the fruits of victory suddenly snatched

out of the hands of Toussaint, andthus only, were

the French invaders delivered for a while from that

fate, which their wickedness richly deserved.

My readers may perhaps remember the misre-

presentations of the Consul, to which I have now

just alluded. When the news of this peace first

reached Europe, Buonaparte had the hardihood to

call it the submission of Toussaint and his generals.

He published a letter in the Moniteur, to which he

put the name of General Leclerc, and in which

he actually went so far as to represent Toussaint

coming in a manner with a rope about his neck,

begging for pardon as a guilty rebel ; and General

Leclerc is made even to refuse for a long time, to

let him so escape,hanging.

There is a boldness in the Consul's impostures,

which clearly point out their author ; for no other

man would have assurance enough to devise them.

Leclerc certainly would not, for the sake of his

own credit, have written such self-contradictory ab-

surdities as that pretended letter contained ; his char-

acter indeed was somewhat unfairly compromised,

by the publication two or three days afterwards, of

1
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the proclamation just mentioned; and also of a

letter from Leclerc to Toussaint, from the Captain-

general's own Gazette, atCape François; for these

papers both gave the lie to every sentence in the

pretended official dispatches, and shewed to all

Europe, that Leclerc himself, instead of the Ne-

gro chief, had been obliged to submit and make

concessions.

The letter of Leclerc to this hardly-pardoned re-

bel, contains the following passages:-" You, Ge-

neral, and your troops, will be employed and treat-

ed like the rest of my army. With regard toyour-

self, you desire repose, and you deserve it. After

a man has sustainedfor several years the burthen

of the government of St. Domingo, I apprehend

he needs repose. I leaveyou at liberty to retire to

which ever of your habitations you please. I rely

so much on the attachment youbear to the colony of

St. Domingo, as to believe that you will employ

the moment of leisure which youmay have inyour

retreat, in communicating to me your views re-

specting the means to be taken to make agriculture

and commerce againflourish. As soon as a list

andstatement ofthe troops under General Dessalines

are transmitted to me, Iwillcommunicate toyou my

instructions as to the positions they are to take. * "

How condescending this style in the great Ge-

neral Leclerc, towards a convict just saved at his

own humble and repeated petition from the guil-

* See this letter copied from the French Gazettes in the Lon-

don newspapers of June 19.
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lotine ! How gracious in a conqueror thus to leave

his vanquished enemy in command overhis own re-

bellious troops, and over the army of Dessalines,

another pardoned rebel !

In most countries perhaps, it is too true that the

accounts given of distant events in the time of

war, are not always framed with a strict regard to

truth ; but never probably before, in the history of

the world, did any government disgrace itself by

falsehoods so gross as Buonaparte published upon

this occasion.

Two things very honourable to our hero's cha-

racter, we learn from this letter of General Leclere:

First, it appears that Toussaint, who even before

The had conquered, was offered " rank, honours,

fortune," all that the Consul couldbestow, asked

no favour for himself when in a condition to dic-

tate his own terms. He obtains all he asked, and

that all, is retirement. Secondly, we find that his

retirement to private life was his own choice, and

not, as the Consul shamelessly pretended, a thing

prescribed to him by Leclerc. It was a virtuous

choice, and, notwithstanding the event, awiseone.

Perfidy might have surprised him anywhere, but

itwas by retirement only, that after what was past,

he could avoid the risk ofincurring suspicion, even

with a government not disposed to be perfidious.

Constrained, in all probability by the general wish,

to make a peace which he saw would be insecure,

he took the course which was under such circum-

stances, the least dangerous for himself and for the

public. If the Captain-general meant well, it

F
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would leave no motive, if ill, no decent pretext,

for the violation of the treaty.

In these last measures of Toussaint, we find

therefore, as in all the rest ofhis illustrious career,

a rare union of wisdom, dignity, and virtue.

As our hero here sheathes his sword for ever, let

me stop to wipe it from a stain, which the venom

of his murderers has dropped on it.

There is, in spite of slander, no just ground to

believe that one drop of blood not shed fairly in

the field, and in the heat of action, ever tarnished

the glory of Toussaint.

There is even positive evidence to prove his in-

nocence of any such crime, though he has had no

means of making his own defence ; and though

the ruffians who stifled his voice, have been for the

most part his only historians.

*

In order to establish these truths, I must here

depart a little from the plan of this little work, and

offer a few remarks which will detain my readers

longer than I could wish ; for the character of

our hero, and that of his enemies too, are

deeply involved in the truth or falsehood of those

foul accusations, which charge him and his troops

with massacreing their prisoners .

First, I would observe, that no massacre or other

cruelty has been charged against Toussaint and his

Negroes, but by their barbarous and treacherous

enemies ; and that these were driven to make such
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charges, whether true or false, in order to justify

their own acknowledged conduct in giving no

quarter. As to the rumours brought from the

island by foreigners, these were only French as-

sertions at second hand; for no foreigner has re-

ported that he saw any massacre, or other atro-

city, committed by the Negroes. Their enemies

were the only people with whom the merchants,

and mariners who visited the island, had any inter-

course, or from whom they could obtain any in-

formation ; and as these visitors often saw Negroes,

who were brought in prisoners, put to death in

cold blood, it was necessary for the murderers to

charge the party of the sufferers with like conduct,

in order to lessen the horror which strangers could

not but feel and express at such proceedings. It is

clear, also, that the accounts, brought by such peo-

ple to America and other places, were for the most

part, false; because they in general differ from, and

far surpass in extravagance the stories, which the

French generals or the Consul have published in

Europe on the same subject; and the latter cer-

tainly would not have concealed or lessened any

crimes of those persecuted enemies, which had

really been committed.

Secondly, these charges not only rest upon the

testimony of enemies, and of cruel enemies, who

were driven to make them, whether true or false,

for the sake of their own characters, but of ene

mies, who in addition to such grounds of distrust,

have forfeited all claim to belief inany case, from

habits of the grossest falsehood. It might be

F2
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clearly shewn that the letters, or pretended letters

of Leclerc and Villaret, in which these charges

against the Negroes are contained, are in all other

respects false, almost from beginning to end; so

that if these charges are true, they are almost the

only truths contained in those long letters.

Now if enmity and hatred, and self-interest and

falsehood, in a witness, are not enough to over-

throw his testimony, Iknow not how a false accu-

sation can ever be rejected on account of the bad-

ness of the authority upon which it stands.

The defence of Toussaint, however, need not

rest here; for, thirdly, we have his former good

character and humane conduct to rely upon, and

these ought in reason, to protect him against the

belief ofa charge of cruelty, ifit rested even upon

much better evidence than the bare words of Buo-

naparte and Leclerc. It is not likely that he, who

had often, as his enemies confess, preventedmassa-

cres and murders in former wars, even at the ha-

zard ofhis interest with the Negroes,and ofhis life

itself, should inhis last war begin to commit such

crimes; and that too against the most powerful

enemy he had ever had to deal with, and whose

vengeance it would seem hardly possible that he

should be able finally to avoid.

Fourthly, and this demands particular attention,

ifToussaint was really guilty ofthe charges which

his oppressors have brought against him, they had

in their hands much better proofs ofhis guilt than

their own assertions, and yet have not produced

those proofs . They repeatedly make mention, of

1
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their having possession of letters written by Tous-

saint to the inferior Negro Generals and others,

which as they assert, contain full proofs ofhis bar-

barous and wicked disposition and conduct.

Leclerc, for instance, in his letter of March 9th,

thus writes, or is represented to have written: -

" The cruelty and barbarity ofToussaint, are with-

out example-the letters we have found in his bag-

gage, or which have been delivered up to us by the

Blacks who have abandoned his party, character-

ize a soul equally hypocritical and atrocious*.”

Admiral Villaret, in his letter by the same con-

veyance, says, in speaking of Toussaint and Chris-

tophe, " Their intercepted correspondence proves,

that the general and absolute orders of those san-

guinary chiefs , were, to massacre the whites, and

to set fire to all the plantations, upon thefirst ap-

pearance of a French squadront." In the same

dispatch, the Admiral mentions other letters of

Toussaint, addressed to the commander of Cape

Nichola Mole, which were found at the capture of

that station.

Now where are all these letters ? Why are they

not laid before the public, to support the accusation

and the abuse so anxiously lavished upon their au-

thor ? Villaret and Leclerc pretend to appeal to

them, but do not produce them, nor venture even

to quote their language. They send them to the

Consul‡, andhe acts in the same way;; he appeals

* Leclerc's Dispatches of March 9. London Newspapers of

May26th, 1802.

+ Villaret's Dispatches of March 4. London Newspapers

of April 19th, 1802.

‡ Villaret's Letter of February 10. London Newspapers of

March 20th, 1802.
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to the letters also, and he also suppresses their con-

tents. Can any thing more be wanting to satisfy

a thinking man, that these letters, if produced,

would be in truth, evidences, not of the guilt of the

writer, but of his innocence of the foul charges in

question ?

One however, and one only, of Toussaint's let-

ters, have the Consul and his agents selected as fit

to meet the public eye ; and this, for the reader's

better satisfaction, I shall here copy from their own

gazette.

Toussaint Louverture, General of St. Domingo, to

Citizen Domage, General of Brigade, Com

mander in Chief of the District of Jeremie.

MydearGeneral-Isend to you my Aid-de-camp

Chaney, who is the bearer of the present dispatch

and will communicate to you my sentiments.

As the place of Jeremie is rendered very stroną

by its natural advantages, you will maintain your

self in it, and defend it with the courage which

know you possess. Distrust the whites ; they will be

tray you if they can . Their desire evidently man

fested, is the restoration of slavery .

I therefore give you a carte blanche for your con

✔duct; all which you shall do, will be well don

Raise the cultivators in mass, and convince ther

fully of this truth, that they must place no conf

dence in those artful agents who may have secret

received the proclamations of the white men

France, and would circulate them clandestinel

in order to seduce the friends of liberty .
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I have ordered the General of Brigade, Laplume,

to burn the town of Cayes, the other towns, and all

the plains, should they be unable to resist the ene-

my's force ; and thus all the troops of the differ-

ent garrisons, and all the cultivators, will be en-

abled to reinforce you at Jeremie. You will enter-

tain a perfect good understanding with General

Laplume, in order to execute with ease, what may

be necessary. You will employ in the planting of

provisions, all the women occupied in cultivation.

Endeavour, as much as possible, to acquaint me

with your situation .

I rely entirely upon you, and leaveyou complete-

ly at liberty to perform every thing which may be

requisite to free us from the horrid yoke with which

we are threatened .

I wish you good health

(Signed) TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE.Atrue copy.

(Signed) The General of Brigade commanding

the department of the South, Laplume.

In this letter, so far is Toussaint from directing

massacres, that in the most urgent case, his severest

orders are only to burn the places which could not

be defended ; which, as I have already observed

on behalf of Christophe, is clearly a lawful measure

ofdefence against an invading enemy. In the war

our hero had to sustain, it was a measure peculiarly

just and necessary, because he had nothing human

to rely upon for final safety, but the inconvenien-

cies which European troops would feel from the

climate ; and to leave them the shelter ofthe towns,

or even of the buildings on the estates, would, by
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lessening their exposure to the sun and rain, have

relieved them in some measure from that import-

ant disadvantage.

Here let me remark by the way, that the bitter

and frequent reproaches which the Consul has

thrown upon the Negro Chiefs for this defensive

measure of burning, and the great pains which he

has taken to fix upon Toussaint, the being chiefau-

thor of that fair exercise of the right of war, af-

fords of itself pretty strong proof that there was

nothing truly to allege against him, of a really cruel

or unwarrantable kind.

Certain it is at least, that no more objectionable

letter from Toussaint was found, than this which I

have laid before my readers, or it would not have

been the only one picked out by his enemies, for

publication. It was a false assertion, therefore,

and a calumny, that they had intercepted letters

from our hero, directing massacres. It was equal-

ly false that they had found any such letters direct-

ing the burning of the towns as soon as the French

fleet should appear.

The falsehood ofboth charges might be further

inferred, if necessary, from the fact admitted by his

enemies, that no such orders were any where exe-

cuted. Theydo not pretend that either massacre

or burning took placeanywhere, on the appearance

of the fleet . Even Cape François was not burnt

till two days after the fleet's appearance, and till the

town could be defended no longer.

Here surely I might safely rest Toussaint's de-

fence against these slanders ; but it has pleased

Providence to make his innocence manifest in a
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-

great variety of ways, and to confound in a striking

manner, the efforts of malice and calumny, to im-

peach it, as if to display a particular regard for the

character of this distinguished patriot, and devout

servant of God. The incautious confessions of his

= enemies have given, in most points, the direct lie

to their own accusations .

I here beg my readers to refer to what was said

- in defence of Christophe, in page 33, and to

the important passages there extracted from the

French gazettes .

The official accounts accused Toussaint indi-

rectly, and the private ones, industriously circula-

Ited in France, positively charged him, with having

e massacred, through the means of that Lieutenant-

General, all the White inhabitants ofthe Cape. Vil-

laret, as we have just seen, boldly affirms, to counte-

nance this fabrication,thatthe orders in writing were

- to massacre all the White people upon the first ap-

- pearance of the fleet ; and as it appeared that the

White inhabitants of the Cape were actually car-

ried off, it was doubtless meant to be understood, as

it actually was understood and believed in this coun-

try, that they were carried off to be slaughtered.

Yet what was the event ? Three months after,

all these inhabitants arefound to be alive, and are

- restored by Toussaint to theirhomes, when he made

- peace with Leclerc. All the intermediate time, they

- had been in the power of the Negro chief; they

had been with him on the mountains during the

- whole of his retreat, yet not a man of them was miss-

ing.

At the time of the invasion, it was in like man-

1
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ner announced, that the Negro troops at Port-au-

Prince, had carried away with them, in their retreat

from that place, a great number of Whites,

among whom was Citizen Sabes , Aid-de-camp of

the French general, Boudet.

That these prisoners were massacred was not in-

deed expressly said in the official letter, but nobody

could read that and the succeeding government ac-

counts, without concluding that not one of them

had been left alive. Non-official accounts went

further, and expressly represented them all as hav-

ing been massacred. General Leclerc afterwards

says, or rather was made by his brother-in-law to

say, " I can find no terms to express the ferocity of

Toussaint. He has massacred more than 10,000

inhabitants, Blacks, Whites, and Mulattoes . We

collected in our several expeditions nearly 8000*

persons, men, women, and children, whom he in-

tended to massacret . "

After these positive assertions of the Consul,

(whom I verily believe to be the original inventor

of all these charges in the pretended dispatches)

can it be denied, that the authors meant it to be be-

lieved, that the Negro chief had put all his prison-

ers to death ?

Yet it would doubtless appear had there been

any opportunity for such a truth to escape, that

the prisoners made at Port-au-Prince, like those of

* It is either 8000 or 3000, the Newspaper I copy from is

not clearly legible on this part, and I have not time to search

for another.

+ Official Letter of March 9th. London Newspapers of

May 26.
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the Cape, were all humanely preserved. I infer

this in particular from the fact, that Citizen Sabes,

the Aid-de-camp, though carried off among them,

to be murdered on the Ath of February, is actually

brought on the stage alive, by Buonaparte, on the

1st of April following. It was then found conve-

nient to bring him to life again, that he might be

the bearer of one of Toussaint's pretended suppli-

cations for pardon. Now who can believe that he

alone, one of the hated White invaders, would have

been spared, if the innocent inhabitants of Port-

au- Prince, who were carried off in his company,

had all been murdered?

The Consul himself, shallow and careless though

he has been in these inventions, foresaw that the

production of Citizen Sabes, would in this view

be inconsistent with his past calumnies, and

therefore made an attempt, though an absurd one,

to reconcile the safety of this citizen with his for-

mer fictions . Leclerc is represented as thus

speaking of Sabes's escape :-

" He was always carried by the Blacks with them

from morne to morne, and from wood to wood,

and was twenty times upon the point of being put

to death . The detail of the massacres ofwhich he

was witness, make one shudder . "

How Sabes came to escape these massacres

though twenty times on the point of death, is

left entirely to conjecture.

This futile attempt to support a detected false-

hood, is obviously the spawn of the same gross in-

vention, which rescued from Toussaint in the course
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of several expeditions, 8000 men, women, and

children, intended to be massacred.

To drag his victims about with him in his flight

from some strange want of power to get rid of

them by assassination, was, it seems, Toussaint's

ordinary fortune and employment. Whilst he and

his armed Negroes were hunted from morne to

morne, and found it hard enough to save their own

lives, they chose to encumber themselves with

citizen Sabes, during near two months, and with

8000 other citizens, for a time not specified, de-

termined all the while to put them to death, and

in the mean time providing for them at an expence

that could ill be afforded.

Such are the detected falsehoods, and such the

flagrant inconsistencies, in these charges against the

humane and brave Toussaint. He has had no trial,

not even before a tribunal of his enemies ; he has

had no means of defending himself at the bar of

the public; his voice has been stifled by the strong

arm of despotism; not a pen in St. Domingo or

France, but those of his slanderers and murderers,

has been allowed to record or remark upon his con-

duct, and yet it has pleased God to provide the

means of clearing his fair fame, to the credit of

his Christian principles, and to the disgrace of his

infidel oppressors .

His innocence stands established upon every

ground that could have been demanded or wished

for, with the fairest and most indulgent means of

defence ; and upon many different grounds, each

of which would have been singly sufficient. We

should be bound to acquit him, were it only from

the bad character of his perjured accusers, from
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their enmity, and the self-interest which urged the

accusation . Their suppression of evidence which

if guilty, would have proved him so, is a still

stronger answer to their hostile testimony ; and

his former character, were the question doubtful.

should decide it in his favour. But in addition to

all this, we have proof of his innocence in the very

evidence selected by malice against him. To crown

all, we have for the falsehood ofmuch ofthe charge,

the confessions of the accusers themselves ; and all

the rest of their story when examined, is found to

be not only vague andunsupported, but unnatural,

inconsistent, and absurd.

Can any honest man, then, refuse to say that

of massacre or inhumanity ofany kind, Toussaint

was not guilty?

And now that this Christian hero is justified from

these feeble though bold-faced slanders, let us look

for a moment, at the conduct of his enemies.

Here my readers will be spared the trouble of

reasoning-they have only to read, and I have only

to copy, the confessions, or rather the boasts of

the ruffians themselves.

"Being attacked by the rebels, he killed sixty-

eight, andmade forty-five prisoners, among whom

was the chief of this division of the rebels . He was

instantly shot*."

" General Hardy surrounded on the Coupe à

Villaret's Official Letter of March 4. LondonPapers of

April 19, 1802.
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l'Inde six hundred Negroes, WHO RECEIVED NO

QUARTER* . "

" General Salines possessed himself of one of the

enemy's camps, with baggage, and put Two HUN-

DRED MEN TO THE SWORDT. "

" The enemy threw himself upon the Antibo-

nite, &c. &c. The WRETCHES were put to the

sword‡. "

The enemy took the resolution of evacuating La

Créte à Pierrot-they were overwhelmed by our

troops, who gave them no quarters. "

It is needless to go further with such extracts.

It is unnecessary also to judge of what horrors re-

main untold, when these miscreants, fighting for

an object as contrary to justice and gratitude as to

their own solemn promises, avowed such conduct

early in the war.

It was necessary that these barbarous command-

ers, or the Consul for them, should wish to involve

the brave and humane Toussaint in the shame of

equal enormities. For my own part, I canjustify

him upon none but his own Christian principles,

for abstaining from all retaliation. Had he been

an infidel like themselves, he might, consistently

with worldly honour, and worldly humanity, have

put all their adherents to the sword, and the mas

* Leclerc's Official Letter of March 24. London papers of

May 26.

+ Ibid. ‡ Ibid.

§ Admiral Villaret's Official Letter of April 8. London

Papers of May 26.
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sacres they falsely impute to him, could, if real,

not have been complaints in their mouths, without

effrontery matchless as their own.

At a period subsequent to the death of Toussaint,

the conduct of these ferocious invaders was such,

that, if detailed, it might almost efface from the re-

membrance ofmyreaders, the coldblooded massacres

already noticed. Not merely prisoners of war, but

hundreds and thousands of unoffending fellow-

creatures, whom the savage Europeans themselves

called innocent, have been daily and nightly suf-

focated and drowned for the sole purpose of rooting

out their hapless race. As to prisoners of war,

simple death has been thought far too mild a fate

for them. If report may be trusted, they have

been treated in away so horrid, beyond all example

in this bad world, that though I believe the dread-

ful rumour, for the sake of our common natures I

will not repeat it.

Let us now proceed to the last act of the illus-

trious life of Toussaint. I shall write it with shame

as well as indignation ; for I am a white man, and

a native of Europe.

The hero had retired to his peaceful family man-

sion at Gonaives, which is on the south west coast

of St. Domingo, at a little distance from St. Marcs.

He had there a little estate which was called by his

own surname, Louverture, and where he perhaps

hoped long to enjoy the peace and leisure to which

he had for ten years been a stranger, and to in-

dulge his warm affections in the society of his be-

loved wife and their surviving children.
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The two promising youths, of whom I spoke in

a former part of this history, were probably now

no more, and had left a melancholy blank in the

family circle . I suspect that they had either pe-

rished in the war, or been put to death by the

humane and virtuous Leclerc, to punish the crimes

of their father.

I would not willingly lay to the charge of that

badman, who is now gone to his dreadful account,

any sin of which he is not guilty : I therefore do

not assert as a certain fact that the young men

were murdered* .

Toussaint, however, was a Christian, and there-

fore he was, no doubt, beginning to taste with

* It is said by Coisnon, whose narrative was formerly

quoted, that the lads were sent back to their father, and de-

tained by him, at the end of the fruitless negociation in Fe-

bruary. But for this act of generosity, so unlike all the other

conduct of Leclerc, we have only the word of his own agent;

and it so happens that we hear of the hostage youths no more.

If they had been with their father they would have been ar-

rested, and sent away like the rest, as we shall presently see ;

for it is expressly stated, that the whole family was sent to

France ; yet the arrival of his wife, with two children only,

was noticed in the French papers; these were not spoken of

as the young men so well known in France; and it is certain

that Toussaint had other children old enough to be under a tu-

tor's care in the island ofSt. Domingo, at the time of theinvasion.

There has since been a rumour through America of theyoung

Toussaints being at the head of an insurrection, but it proved

groundless . I have anxiously watched for some notice of them

since, but in vain. They are missing, therefore, ever since

their return from Ennery to the Cape, and it belongs to their

keepers, to account for them.
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thankfulness the family blessings that remained to

him, without repining for those which it had

pleased God to take away. But Providence had

new trials at hand, for the patience of this distin-

guished servant.

On a sudden, at midnight, the Creole frigate,

supported by the Hero, a 74 gun ship, both dis-

patched on purpose by Leclerc from the Cape,

stood in towards the Calm Beach, near Gonaives.

Boats, with troops, immediately after landed, and

surrounded the house of Toussaint, while he was

at rest with the faithful companion of all his cares

- and dangers.

Brunet, a brigadier-general, and Ferrari, aid-de-

camp to Leclerc, who have both been praised in

the Moniteur for this honourable service, entered

the chamber of the hero with a file of grenadiers,

and demanded of him to go, with all his family, on

board the frigate.

The lion was in the toils, and assistance was

hopeless, but Toussaint was still himself; still dig-

nified, generous, and feeling. He submitted as far

as concerned his own fate, without gratifying his

base enemies by a murmur : but, alive to the fears

and to the dangers of his wife and children, he re-

quested that they might be left at home, andwould

have made that the condition of his own compliance.

This condition, however, his ruthless oppressors

would not grant ; for the destruction of all who

were dearest to Toussaint, was part of their per-

fidious purpose. An irresistible military force ap-

G



( 82 )

peared, and the whole family, including the niece

of a deceased brother, were carried on board the

frigate, and from thence embarked in the Hero,

which proceeded with them immediately to France.

I will not offer such an insult to my readers as

the Consul did to Frenchmen and to Europe, in

supposing that the gross perfidy of this proceeding

canbe made to bear a serious doubt.

What estimate could the Corsican despot form

of the judgments of other men when he talked of

Toussaint's conspiring so soon after the peace !

Howcould this great manhavehopedthat conspiracy

would put him in a better condition than he lately

stood in with a triumphant army at the gates of

Cape François, and his enemies perishing in its

hospitals ? Yet this was the position he had within

three weeks exchanged for peace. Or take the

Consul even on his own false grounds, ifour hero

had begged his life at the head of his army, be-

cause he could no longer resist, what motive could

he so soon have had, or what hope could he have

placed in resistance, now when that army was no

more at his command, but had entered into the

service of his conquerors.

To crown the wicked absurdity, the pretended

proofof his treason, was the writing a confidential

letter to Christophe, who, as we are told by the

same account, had three weeks before deserted and

betrayed him .

Imention not these absurdities with a view se-

riously to refute them, but rather to shew how ill

2
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this shallow despot, for such, in spite ofhis great

fortune, he is, can give plausibility to his own im-

postures.

When the distance from the Cape to Gonaives

is considered, and that there had elapsed only

about amonth from Leclerc's peace with Toussaint,

to his dispatches, giving an account of the arrest

of that general, and of his departure for France,

it seems probable that the ships of war were sent

from the Cape, to seize him almost as soon as he

had arrived at his home.

The history of mankind does not afford an in-

stance of perfidious conduct so shockingly gross

and shameless as this action. I will not even ex-

cept the Consul's own conduct towards Pelage of

Guadaloupe, though that General was treated in

the same manner, as avowed in the Moniteur, im-

mediately after his brave and important services to

the French government, and without even an at-

tempt to lay a single fault to his charge.

The measures of the Captain-general had been

so well taken for this treacherous proceeding

towards Toussaint, that the Negro troops and

officers, who were indignant at such base usage

oftheir great leader, could make no effectual re

sistance. They had been previously dispersed

through the island in different garrisons, andmixed

with the European troops, and were besides closely

watched. D

Two principal chiefs among them, however, had

the courage to fly to arms, in the hopeless attempt to

rescue, or die with their brave commander. I am

G2
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sorry that I cannot record the names of these ge-

nerous men. Leclerc, in adding to his own former

disgraces, the infamy of shedding their blood, has

only spoken of them as chiefs . " Two insurgent

chiefs are already arrested ; I have ordered them

to be shot.*" He avows, in the same letter, that

a hundred of the principal confidential friends of

Toussaint had been arrested ; and though he lays

nothing to their charge but having possessed the

friendship of that hero, he tells us, without cere-

mony, of their being also embarked on ship-board

as exiles. He might have said more briefly, " these

Ihave ordered to be drowned." The terms are,

" I have sent a part of them on board the frigate

Mucron, which has orders to proceed to the Medi-

terranean ; the rest have been distributed on board

the different ships ."

Where are these unaccused and innocent pri-

soners ? It was supposed from the mention of the

Mediterranean, that they had been sold as slaves

onthe coast of Barbary ; but the Consul had by

this time invented a shorter method of getting

rid of the sable friends of freedom, and had, no

doubt, sent it for the use of " the virtuous "

Leclerc, at St. Domingo, as well as of Riche-

panse, at Guadaloupe. The Mediterranean was

probably the watch-word by which these mon-

sters understood one another, when they wrote of

their mid-sea drownings. Of the prisoners in the

frigate Mucron, and of the friends of Toussaint,

* See his official letter of June 10th.
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confined in the ships at St. Domingo, the public

has heard no more ; and certain it is, that soon after

this period, the French generals drowned their

prisoners by hundreds and thousands, even in their

very roadsteads and harbours, without trial, with-

out distinction of age or sex, guilt or innocence,

without remorse or shame, and almost in the face

of day. The only trouble they took, was to put

out a short way from the shore in the evening,

and discharge their human cargoes, so as to be

at anchor again before day-break. So near the

island was it done, that the floating bodies of the

victims, too numerous for the sharks to devour,

continually shocked the eyes of the British and

American seamen who were passing near that hor-

rible coast .

If the elder sons of Toussaint had not been mur-

dered, as I suspect they were, in the war, they

were probably among the number of these 100

innocents to whom the attachment of their father

was fatal ; for as I have already observed, all his

family were made prisoners, and yet two children

only arrived with the mother in France.

Let us now follow the oppressed hero in his way

to that country.

He was refused, as far I am able to collect, the

comfortofconversing with his family on the passage.

In other respects, at least, he was treated with the

utmost rigour ; for even the public French accounts

disclosed that he was confined constantly in his ca-

bin, and there guarded by soldiers with fixed bay

onets .
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No sooner had he arrived in the harbour of

Brest than he was hurried on shore ; and it was

now that his fortitude had to sustain its severest

trial. Even the fierce and cruel Leclerc had thought

it too harsh to separate him from his beloved wife

and children; but now he was forced by the mer-

ciless Consul, to bid them a last adieu. They were

detained prisoners on ship-board, while he was

carried to a solitary cell in a distant castle in the

country.

How truly dreadful to the feelinghearts of Tous-

saint and his family musthave been this separation !

Heknew full well, nor could his faithful wife be ig-

norant, that they were to meet no more in this

life. Till the last trumpet shall sound, that face

which had beamed affection on him for thirty

years, which was now beginning to be furrowed

with his own cares, and which he saw then bathed

with his own sorrows, must be beheld no more.

Those little innocents too, the last fruit of their

conjugal love ; that orphan daughter of his brave

brother *, who perished at his side in the cause of

freedom ; and those faithful servants whose tears

witness their attachment ; all must receive his last

sad farewell.

And, oh! in what hands does he leave all these

beloved objects ? to what a fate are they reserved ?

1

* Paul Louverture was here meant, who bravely attempted

todefend the city of St. Domingo against the invaders, and at

first repelled their assault. It was supposed that he had fallen,

but there is reasonto doubt this fact, for he is named byFrench

writers, as having takenalead inthe last revolution.
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Heknows his ruffian enemies too well to hope they

will be suffered to live. Dear repositories of the

confidence of Toussaint, privy to the foul myste-

ries of his fate, they are doomed not long to sur-

vive him. Bitter thought, that their love, and

their relation to himself, consigned them to a vio-

lent death, and that his presence must no longer

sustain them !

:

Unfortunately, we have no cool willing spectator

like Coisnon to describe this separation-but its

bitter circumstances may, in part, be supposed.

Methinks I see the hero endeavouring to soothe the

sufferings of his family, and to hide his own ;

while the unhappy group surround him in the ca-

bin, and force him to linger with them, though the

officers of the Consul are calling from the deck

loudly for dispatch .

At length the ruffians will bear no longer delay,

and Toussaint strives gently to disengage himself

from the embraces of anguish and affection .

I see the agonized wife clasping his neck with

convulsive force ; and the elder boy clinging to his

waist, while the other embraces his knee with its

little arms, and screams at the approach of the

soldiers .

The word is repeatedly given, the ruffians begin

to force them asunder-a general cry arises-

Toussaint is borne out of the cabin, and put into a

boat that is waiting to receive him. As they row

astern, his eyes catch a last view of his distracted

wife, who is borne up by one of her servants .

He lifts an imploring eye to heaven, and a tear
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trickles down his manly cheek. He has almost

reached the shore before the splashing oars, and in-

creasing distance, relieve his ear from the cries of

his children.

This pitiless deed being done, the humane Con-

sul's further orders were to convey his victim to pri-

son with as much secrecy as possible ; and his mutes

managed so well, that it was for some time a mat-

ter of guess and of jarring reports in France, in

what place this interesting prisoner was confined.

He was conveyed in a close carriage, and under a

strong escort of cavalry, to the remote castle of

Joux, in the neighbourhood of Mount Jura. Here

he was confined a long time, in a way the strict-

ness of which may be supposed, from the darkness

which prevailed as to his fate, while multitudes were

curious to know it. We may conclude that none

but his keepers were permitted to see or converse

with him, with the exception only of a single Ne-

gro attendant, who was as closely confined as his

master.

This treatment I admit might not entirely flow

from the Consul's cruelty and malice. His policy had

doubtless a great share in it ; for even in France, it

was not convenient that the tale of Toussaint should

be told. From the time of this great man's ar-

rest to that of his death, Leclerc and the Consul

took very remarkable care that his voice should

not be heard by any body but his gaolers ; and

these, I doubt not, were forbidden, on pain of

death, to hear any thing that their prisoner might

wish to disclose. The same effectual care seems to
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have been taken to stop the mouths of all his family

and friends . We may, therefore, reasonably suspect

that Toussaint, and those in his confidence, had

some dreadful secrets to tell, though it is no easy

matter to guess what could have been revealed, to

make his oppressors more detestable than they al-

ready were, upon the facts they were unable to con-

ceal.

The afflicted wife and family of our Hero were

not imprisoned with less closeness than himself.

Curiosity was, no doubt, busy about them; and yet

I have been able to obtain no account of them,

public or private, from the time of their detention

on ship -board at Brest, which was about the 11th of

July, to the 11th of September following.

The Paris papers of the latter date have the fol-

lowing paragraph : " A corvette from Brest with

the wife, two children, a niece, and the servants

of Toussaint, arrived on the 3d instant at

Bayonne."

It is probable that to this period, they continued

closely confined in the ship which brought them

from the West Indies ; but for what end they

were removed to Bayonne, or how the tyranny of

the Consul afterwards disposed of them, I have not

been able to learn. Nearly twelve months have

since elapsed; and had the fate of this interesting

family been generally known in France, we

should, doubtless, have heard of it in England.

Their voice has been hushed; they have disap-

peared; and, from the character of their oppressor,

we may guess at the means .
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Toussaint himself, whom we left in the castle of

Joux, may be supposed to have already glutted

the Consul's jealousy and vengeance. There he

lay, robbed of power, of greatness, of freedom, of

his family and friends, and as far as malice could

effect, of his fair fame itself. Denied a trial, de-

barred from all other means of proving or assert-

ing his innocence, unable either to resist or com-

plain, he was left to pine in solitude and silence,

while his enemy was able to abuse and slander

him at pleasure, without contradiction or reproof.

What more could the Tyrant desire ? Buona-

parte's revenge, however, and his envious spite

against true greatness of character, were not yet

appeased.

A faithful servant had hitherto been suffered to

attend this oppressed Hero, at the expence of

sharing his imprisonment ; and it was no doubt

reported to the Consul that this little indulgence

soothed, in some degree, a heart which he was

resolved, if possible, to break. This consolation,

therefore, was next torn from him-the poor

Negro was divided from his beloved master, and

sent under a strong guard to a prison at Dijon,

where his silence was, no doubt, made for ever

secure, by some of the Consul's merciful methods.

The despot, no doubt, expected that these and

other severities would speedily save him the shame

of cutting off his illustrious victim by a direct assas-

sination . But Toussaint had consolation and support

still remaining, of which tyranny could not deprive
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him. The God whomhe had worshipped continu-

ally, was still with him, and though it was not his

holy will to send deliverance in this life, the spirit

of his servant was strengthened, and kept from

impatience and despair.

The Consul's inflexible cruelty, therefore, had

further measures to take. From the castle of

Joux, where perhaps Buonaparte had not a cell or

a keeper bad enough for his final purpose, the

brave Toussaint was removed at the approach of

winter to Besançon, and there placed in his last

abode, a cold, damp, and gloomy dungeon. Let

my readers imagine the horrors of such a prison

to an African who had arrived at the age of fifty

years, or more, in a climate like that of the West

Indies, where warmth and free air are never

wanting, not even in gaols, and where the cheer-

ful beams of the sun are only too bright and con-

tinual. We know, that with all the warmth which

fires and good clothing can give to Negroes in this

climate, the stoutest of them suffer severely, by

the winter.

But it was for these very reasons that the merci-

less Consul chose for Toussaint, his last place of

confinement. The floor of the dungeon was actu-

ally covered with water*; and we need not doubt

that the poor victim was deprived of every means

* These particulars the author has learnt from a very respect-

able and intelligent gentleman who spent some time in France,

last winter,and obtained hisinformation from the best authorities

that the case would afford.
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that might help to sustain his declining health dur-

ing the severity of the winter.

The new method adopted with Toussaint, could

not fail of final success . The strength however of

the sufferer's constitution , added to his patience

and religious tranquillity, made the murder a very

tedious work. His death was not announced in the

French papers till the 27th of April last ; so that he

held out under all the sufferings of the last winter ;

and it is doubted whether the Consul was not obliged

to have recourse at last, to poison or some other

violent means . Some people entertain a notion

that this great man is still living. If he be, Provi-

dence has wonderfully preserved him, and probably

for some glorious end ; but as the account of his

death, shameful as it was to the Consul, was per-

mitted to be published in France, and has not been

contradicted there, I fear it is too true that this

foul murder is finished ; and has added unspeakable

guilt and infamy to the former crimes of his op-

pressor .

Here, then, we must drop the curtain on the great,

the good, the pious, and the generous Toussaint,

leaving him to reap the fruits of his virtues in

that happier world, " Where the wicked cease

from troubling, and where the weary are at rest."

Were an epitaph wanted for this wonderful

man, we might find a fair, though not a full one

in the words of his murderer-" Called by his

talents to the chief command in St. Domingo, he

preserved the Island to France during a long and
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arduousforeignwar, in which she could do nothing

to support him. He destroyed civil war, put an

end to the persecutions of ferocious men, and

restored to honour the religion and worship of God,

from whom all things come*. ”

The man of whom all this was said, perished, as

we have seen, under the merciless oppression of

the man who said it. Are you anxious to know

how his murderer will perish ? you shall know from

the same pen, how this man of blood, this sworn

foe to hypocrisy, prophesies on that point.

" Having been called by the order of Him from

whom all things emanate, to bring back to the

earth, justice, order, and equality, I shall hear

my last knell sound without emotion† . "

1

* See the first Part, page 22.

+ Speech of Buonaparte in answer to a complimentary Ad-

dress. Inserted in the London Papers of August 9, 1802.

FINIS.
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