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OW that I am free there 1san odd

feeling that I cannot ‘shake oﬁ' 2

It is*_ the strangeness, “after
years” in pnson, ‘of ‘being able to
walk freely in the streets, of being

{ “able to open a window and finding’
-that no iron bars obstruct the view.

Now my heart does not" shrink
every time I meet a policerhan; now

fnend

1 often thxnk of the pr1son where
Partlcularly -
1 do remember the hard times in'the *

I left so many fnends

de Barberousse Prison in. Algiers.

-+ In a few days time- it- will be.two
{ years since we began a hunger-strike -
1 whichwas to have lasted 12 days.

My prison mates and 1 were Just

were 120-prisoners at that time.
We' staged the hunger stnke ‘to

| obtain -some 1mprovement in the
{ terrible conditions which prevalled,
} inthat and all other Algerian prisons.

The French colonialists refused to

Our people were often treated worse

than the .common criminals. who .
! enjoyed advantages we were denied.

‘We: didn’t have- beds, b_ed-clothes
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| T can smile at h1m knowmg heisa

‘above the death cell in which there

i consider us as, ‘political prisoners.

i or tables. - We ate from rusty pots .
ontheﬂoor

.and when it .did we hoped that

iz‘ |

hero, who escaped fTom a French ]azl after _ﬁve‘
- years’ zmpnsonment and .ortur :and is. now in Czechoslovak’a,'
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The prison guards beat the prison-

érs with keys, fists and constahtly'
Amsulted them P

‘On “the - sllghtest
pretext prisoners: got -two or three

~months sohtary copfinement. |

\.“

Step Failed Them
; Each morning death awa1ted two .
or -thiee Algenan pr1soners At

Sometimes “sleep would not come,
we
would pot wake up in the mommg
to see ‘another of our frlends die.

Nor did those sentenced to death .

sleep They remained awake so ‘that

they would not be surprised by the.
“sudden arrival of the.guards and the
-police who would drag them to the

gullotine hardly awake. ;
They wanted to die fully awake
and alert so that they:could shout

their confidencein the victory of their

country Orif ‘others were to die we
wanted to-hearten them w1th our.

'songs

We lived under such condltlons in

1957 .and 1958.. Thanks to the
‘actions organised by the pr1soners :

and our hunger strikers, thanks a.lso to

intérnational sohdarlty and’ “above-
-all the struggle of the | Algerlan
. people, thmgschanged

: the1r Government

‘rcal democracy

[

: There were some’ improvements, :
but no soonet were they won than

" the French administration put an .

end to /them and our  problems °

. started all-over- aga.m

Th1s is why hunger-strikes” were -

- held so often. A, recent one lasted -

until- the Algerian prisorers forced -

the French adrmmstratron to con-°
cede to their: ‘demands and ' grant

them the status of pohtlcal prisoners. .

- This was-a big victory for. the

-:prlsoners who had been demandmg - '

thls foryears Sl
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Pah'mts N

Theu' detenmnatlon

say’ that the condltlons :

those of Nan prisons.

: The Algetian people as a whole
have1 suﬁ"ered terribly durlng ‘the
seven years | of war. More than a
mllhon of itheir sons ‘have . been

murdered by the| French colomahsts

Thousands of Algeridn men and N

: mght we waited in vain to sleep. - women who have been driven out-of

the1r v111ages now hve in camps

Negohate | :

In spite of this they contmue the1r.
struggle undér’ . the leadersth of
But thelr hopes
for peace are great. | '

_Peace is poss1ble 1f the French :

vGovemment stops | manoeuvrmg, if

it stops talkmg about peacs while ",
-.contmumg the «war, if (it ‘ends its

- plans ‘to divide Algeria, and if it "
.sincerely wishes to negotiate -with -
“the
-‘Algenan Repubhc i

prov1slona1 Government of the

. This is: what. the French people
themselves warit.

No matter what happens A]gena
w111 become “independent sooner or:

‘later and the people of Algeria will

_take the road of social progress andp

, and their -

L .herm’sm have ‘wonthe admiration .

RN of the whole world Yet it is]'still

: necessary to .

, qf the conce 1tratlon camps in which
- patriots are held are’ renumscent of .
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