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" How can we adequately describé our fir st Conference
to absent members:—the harmony: of spint that prevailed ;

the pleasantry and the high seriousness, the devotion to the
eause of International Socialism and-the whole, empire of
idess which that implies;-and withal the most m’rerestlng
contributed tas, t]w dm J

pr oceedings hy fhe deleo ates and mmnhma

THE AGENDA

l’he agenda before the C()zlterellce was of quite a com-

_prehensive character, and showed «n intense degree of activ-
1ty on the part of our young or rramqatlon for the short Whlle

ih t it has existed.

- - The Management Committee’s report, too lengthy to
regroduce in our 4ssue, comprised a review of our journcy

from . the fateful Conference of Augnst last. The preseat
anutom§ of- the Leaﬂ'ue was dec;f‘rlbed in the follmnng para-

graph -—

““J'he old Labour Party delimitations Wele
many cases abandoned, and we have to-day live branr

" ches meeting at: Benoni, Durban, Johunnesburg Cen-

tral and Eastern Disticts, and Germiston. At Krugers-
dorp, Wthh has a good crop of Internatlonallstq a

])1 anch 1s 1n plocesq of formation.

N ‘“These by ,no means exhaust the sphele of our

“influence. \umbers of Socialists 1 al
country are kept in tnuch with the movement Hnoug‘ n

the “International.”” We hhve supporters compris-
ing the most efficient ofﬁcers Liabour Purty branches

in all the chief towns of the: Un ion, who though having

severed their allegiance to the S AL.P., have not
vet got beyond reading and distributing the ‘““Inter-

national.”” ~ The c]ani\ ing of ideals by propaganda.
and the firing of new enth asiasms by the Process of

events will undmlbtedlv bring all ’theqe 'md more /imn
our ranks sooner or ]ateﬁ‘ R '

- “We are also m frlendlv commumcahon with

the previouslv existing Socialist Sotieties  in Durban.
Capetown and Pretoria. With these Comrades our

paper furnishes a common meeting ground.’’

TIn referring - to the: Branch Secretarfes who have thus
fa1 carried on the arduous work of thé League. fb_e report

continued :—

““These Comrades have pu]led the League

Ehroagh the most trying pemod of its existence. To-
ay, thanks to their devotion, it would be no exagger-

. ation to claim that in actusl orgamsahon the L
~ already excels that of the Labour Party.” .

Reéad, not in a splrlt of small rivalry w:nth the old or-
ganisation, but of gratulation that the Soutly African move-
mecnt has been carrled forward a.tremendous stuge of devel-
opment, this part of the repm:'t 1S verv significant readlng

" The Fmanmal Qtatements of the League and the Press

- The Treaeurer, Com-

movemendt.

- &nd the spirit be

mde We‘mstock
£300, showing a small balance to the

hmd the m

gpod on the Lea~

account. . A movement whlch can rally such endeavour at.the

t tlme IB assured of a harveet of Soclahsts sooner or

ater.

eague

afforded «n.index of the monetary sacrifices made by members,

accounted for the dlsbursement of nearly ,‘
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' ENTHUSIASM, HARMONY, DIVERSITY.

.

I'he Press Committee's Report was brief. One para-
oy aph 18 of ~«11H1(31ent general mterest to quote here :—

Lzompla inis are ofien heard of lack of humour-
ous: articles and stories in our paper. We {ake a ser-
1ous view of i1ts mission, and although vivieity is our
constant aim, we hdve no desire to issue g ”ht lnlc:
or comic journal. Moreover, the necessity for giving
our paper a local taste xs]nle prezching univer sal prin-
ciples confines us larg el) to local writers, and debars
us fnom the easter 1f more entertaining ]mu‘nal]sm ot
the scissors and paste.  Occasional attacks on the pa-
paper 1n the Capitalist papers, notably ““The Star!’ seem
to mdloufe that “"The International’” is on the right

lines.’

. The agenda papel was not overburdened with notices
of mohon In the seventeen items down for discussion, there
were few indeed that did not attempt to declare our founda-
tion principles. There was a general tacit desire to aveid
planks and plafform jerry bulldnw The most important mo-
tions wkll be found in the report.of the Coon ference proceedings,
No greater testimonv to the high level peaks of principle on
which the Confmenoe dwelt during the dav could be
oiven than 1in. the desire of the Tohannesburg delegate to

withdraw a motion deprecating electioneering . The pro-
ceedings of the day had made the motion unnecessary.
'THE DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
The Conference was dec laled open at 10.30 a.m. There

was an attendance of 32 delegates and members of the Man-
agement Committee: with a goodly muster of members from
Benoni, Germiston and’ .Tolm.n nesbure, who had the l‘i oht to
speak . | |

l The first incident of the ])10(0@(1111;1% provided a happy
touuh “—the admssion of Comriudes W. Blake and H. H.
Tame as flafelnal delegates from the Ploimla Socmlls‘c So-

metv

' - CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.

|
{, Com"rade W. H. Andrews, who had travelled up from N

Durban in company with- Comrades Pettersen and Dunnmg
representing Durban, then delivered his Presidential address.

- In all his previous occupancy of chairmanships the
Chairman said he had managed to avoid Presidential addres-

ses, but’he felt that this occasion demsunded one.

- Afler touching on the importance of linking up with
the other Comrades in South Africa, *’] have been working
" at my trade for a few months, and while the lathe is aoInQ

round a turner can . think. manual work hus a fendency to

clarify our ideas on political «nd other matters’’ said the
Chairman It therefore seemed to him that at this stage in
our history to eluzborate a long constltutlon with a programme
would be a mistake. They had found in past experience that

the frequent result of programmes was to allow a large num-
ber of people to enter an organisation on one, two or three

planks of a platform who totally dJsagreed with other planks

-and perhaps with the. objective.

~ They should also take into consideration the lmktnp:
up of Socialists in South Africa. ‘‘There are a considerable
number of men and w - nen Who hajve_ been advocatmg Social~
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 ism for manj* ye;irs past, without beiiig permanently attache:l

" to any organisation. We should avail ourselves of thg ser-
vices of these valuable people.’”” There were also existing |

Socialist organisafions who, having definitely propagated

- Socialism in definite ways for years, might excusably hes-
~ tate from. joining up with &«n organisaticn founded $n a pro-

~ test. They should have to consider these organisations equal-

ly anxious With ourselves to seé Socialism established.  He
wished to see all genuine Socialists members in a movement,

faculties of their nature. = | - P
The war wag n%t a passing -phasef militarism was the

a__fléwer' of capifalism t@ all their organisation and propaganda.

The responsibility lay on them of preparing for the

 inevitable reaction against the war, and to save it from being
exploited by the class who mde on the crest of every wave.
The future of the workers was in their hands.

retard by mistakes, or accelerate the sociul revolution, con-
cluded the Chairmpan amid enthusiastic approval.

MANAGCEMENT’S REPORT.

f

last few months «s .touching the League, was quickly pro-
ceeded with and adopted with a few verbal amendments.
a "Much valuable work not of sufficient pubilc interest
to dwell .on' in these pages was got over during the morning.
. . The Secretariat of the Lieague was placed on a definite
basis and allied to the editorship of the paper. It was Pbint-

ed out by the Treasurer that, in order to allow' extraneous

jtems of income for contingencies and for propaganda, the

head office and full time Secretary placed a burden of £3 a

- month on each of;/the Branches.

motions on the ag=nda.

- were assured ‘that the resolution manifestly .defined only the

bar.
alministrative work, and proceeded to discuss.the various

rock-bottom principles. Il read as follows:—

| .= . | ; B | "? o
" The policy ‘and conduct. of the ‘“‘International’’ also

came in both for good Jhumoured criticism and prulse.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

 The following officers wepé appointed fm;:_" the coming
ear :—Chairman:W. H. Andrews. ~ Vice-Chairmun: Colin

ade, M.P.C., and S. P. Buﬁi:l’til'lgﬁ‘h M.P.C. Treasurer: Q.

-
-

Weinstock. Secretary, D. Ivon Jones. Members of Manage-

L

POLICY OF THE LEACGUE.

- Early “in the afternoon the Conference completed its

ment: A. F. Crisp, J. A. Clark; W. Light, and A.'B. Dun-

o

The first one immediatelysplunged ‘the delegates into
.. .. hﬁ

- ““That the League do not recognise fraternail

~ relations: with any organisation ‘whatsoever that sup-
pcrts the institution of militarism and war.” =~
‘The relation of Trade Unions being instanced, doubters

official relations of the League, and did not interfere with the

action of ‘individual members in the ordinary way. ‘
felt that the motion was of fundamental importance in its
effect-on the Libour movement of*'the future, and it was de-

It was

clared carried amid acclamation.

merwald
ternationalist Socialist Commission at Berne was carried unan-
mously, the Management being directed to expedite the rend-
ering of financial assistance to the new International. =

[
1

s then resolved that the League éndorSe the Zim-

21t

e

anifesto, «nd the League’s affiliation with the In-

*  _INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM. !
' The next application of the paramountey of the class

~ strugle which is the foundation of our position, was the Con-.

~ motion,

%

- quested to make enquiries into the mstter. =

ference’s decloration, ‘modified somewhat from the original

- r

T
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s “That. we GH_COUI‘a_gé “the bé’lh‘g‘a;nis_aﬁon of the
workers ot industtial or class lines, ° irrespective - of

r

ce, colour or creed, as the most effective means of
ry force for the emancipation of

providing-the -necessa
~ the workers.”

€

“S.L.P. men® were

an their favourite -element. A

subsequent motion from Benoni ‘“That the Ficague L
constitution of the Socialist: Labour Pa: e adapt 1"
-raled out of order, but the ‘Managem

ur Party of America’ was
ent Committee was re-
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whatever its name with the idea of Internationslism and.anti-

militarism permanently incorporated in its platform, to bring

~ about a state of Society in which every man or woman shall
. receive the full fruits of their labour, and develop the_ finest

They .could

I t]iQn this motion a most interesting discussion took place
and th 1801 ‘ |

January 14, 1916.
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THE NATIVE QUESTION.

‘ Comrade DBunting opened the Evening Session with
his Petition. of Rights for the native:— | : |

. ““That this League athrmn that the emancipation
of the working class requires.the abolition of all forms
oi native indenture,-compound and passport systems;
and the lifting of the native worker to the political
and industral status of the white.”’

* The discussion on this motion was extremely keen,
and Comrade Clingman® moved that ‘“A Committee be ap-

- white. While Comrade Dunbar retorted in a few pungent

- He averred that there was no native problem, only a worker’s

last sentence changed to read:— - ‘
‘“‘And the hifting of the native wage worker to

_m-m

the political and industrial status of the white; mean-
while endeavouring to prevent the increase of the nat.

The discussion of the Executive Report, being a re- 1Ive wage workers, and to assist the existing native
~ view of the changes in the Political Labour movement of thé&' a

tem.”’

With this wmendment the resolution was agreed to by J
~an overwhelming majority. |

HOW TO CUIDE THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT.

The next motion, brought us also face to face with

~ problems of the'near future.

- ““That we recommend to the new International
at -Berne the formation of a Commission sitting cen-

tinuously to report-on all phases of the war in its re-
ladion to the working class.” ' -

.r
T O R g
]
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-~ This motion was agreed to, with the addition of the
motion following on the agenda, reading |

““Aund to prepare for a probable uprising of the

. ‘proletariat at the concludion of the war; and to in-
| ... vestigate as to the best means of guiding such upris-
: 1ng, on hnes least' provocative of hloodshed, to the cap-
. ture of increased political and ecoromic power by the
- workers ’’ " -

i

i

i
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The scientific as agaiﬁst the cata'strophié character of

our Socialist belief was exemplified in the rejection of an_

amendment to make the last sentence read :—“With a view
to the abolition of the Capitulist system and the emancipa-
tion of labour.”” . ) -

TRADE UNION AFFILIATION.

. The remaining motions, being of secondary import-

ance, did not arouse much discussion. A motion to change

the name of the organisation from ‘‘League’’. to ‘‘Party’’
was not tLgreed to.
repudiation of War Loans « fighting plank 1n our platform.

A motion, however, by (Comrade Pettersen, of Durban,

““T’hat Trades Unions wishing to become affiliated to the

Lei.gue be accepted as brandhes’’ created a:lively discussien
before ‘the close of the Conference, and was carried after &

keen tussle. . , S .
"Thus the Conference, after 12 hours bank to bank,

concluded its deliberations a trifle jaded, but with undimin--

ished good humeour, and with greatly fortified fafith in the
- cause for which it had met. The Chairman closed the Con-
ference with a few parting words of congratulation, and the
zlusty singing of the ‘Red Flag’ terminated &« memorable
| day. = - T h . -

law of progress, are necessarily optimists. They not only

perfect than itself, but they also contend it has already nearly
~ completed its mission, which was the perfecting of the meuns
“of production and exchange to the point where there could be

no questicn of the people’s ability to supply their wants as

L

it must, like the ripened fruit, be nearly ready to drop of its
- own weight, or like the chick nearing the end of the perioed
of incubation, ready to burst its shell. ~ -
‘ | P *' H. 8. Aley, M.D.

- pownted to report on the proper Socialist policy on native
affairs.”” Comrade Wude adduced biological evidence on the '
intellectual development of the native as compared with' the

sentences with the facts of the class struggle. The motion
dealt with the native as « fellow worker and a wage slave.

problem. The amendment was lost, Colin Wade then got the

Rejected also was a motion to make the

Socialists, being evolutionists, and believing-in the

‘maintain that the present system will“evolve 1nto one more

- to luxuries and necessities. Having completed its mission,

G _
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wage workers to free themselves from the wage sys-
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