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The Workmg Class
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| For the Int,el natlonal Souallst there: is neither Jew}
nor Gentile, whlte nor black, as such: a Kaffir, or an Krghsh- t
man, or even a vile Hun, may: be an exploiter or a wage <lave.
Moat whites in this country however need a Mertriman alwayvg |
at their back to remind them of thé obvious fact that the bulk: :
of our working class is native, colouled or Asiatic, and that
whereas the outlook of the white wage earner largely tends to
approximate to the ambition of a fortune’ hunter that of the -
‘black kraal-dweller is rapidly changing to’ the etyplc'al pro-
letarian stagnation, with no hope of emancipationin his,
lifetime from the chains of wagery. Not all natives are pro-.
letarian Vvet; but as they are more and more completely driv-
en into the labour market by Land Acts, Pass LaWs, recrui-;’
ters’ bribes, and—education, the raw 'noble savage 1S qulckly
hecoming a rare antique. Tolstoi, not recognising Socialism;
as a phllocophy of actualities q:plote‘sted against the doctrine . i
that every one must become a‘factory hard beforé' he could "
attain economic freedom. If it were merelya doctrine, his pro- !

test would have been good
tact.-

- Whele then is the wokag (,laak movément Whlch
will win for these helots thats economlc‘ freedom? Analogy
fram other countries confirms the observatlon that for atime.-
at least it-will be over-distracted with pohtl(,al struggles for !
status, franchise, parliamentary repréesentation, ‘capitalist. |
state education, and the like,—under the leadership of intellec-
tuals themeselves prone to batten on the movement; and that i
only when it bécomes more predommantlv concerned W1th the '
economic struggle in industry’ will it take on the clear
revolutionary Socialist ch'araqiter and at the same ftime ’
- become self- led : class-conscious enoughd to- dispense with |
the middleman, and powelfu]ly enough organised to defy the |
inevitable.attempts at repression and leactmn hy a Gm ern- |
ment alarmed too late. - - |

‘Abantu Batho,’ the Johanneshurg native
ted (con'«mously or uncon&cmuqu) under the aegis of the:r

!
Native Affairs Depaltment and Capitalist clasg, has neverthe- ‘
i
|

papel (3(11-\: .

less ventured in‘its issue of last' week on « mild, still <ome-
W hat cringing, yet -perhaps eroch making outburst. entitled
“Native Drudgery " As a change from Native Contingent

flagwagging,“aping of Furopeans, adula,tmn of Government,
“pro-native-landlord protests against Land Acts old- {dghl(mm .

-i
bookish aspirations tor the vote ax the be-all and end-all,
“and snobbish cravings hy an educated few for social recogni-
“tion as whites. the article 'is' on a Yood wicket, and sounds at |
- last the initial rumblings of a spontdn mu&, indigenous class

conséious industrial movement in South Africa. It says:-—

, “The-unskilled labour and all kinds of dtudfrery, Loth
4t the mincs and in urban areax. are done by the native
-} (”"()})19 r,l‘?ll(’}" form the ﬂ]d‘i(n' })(‘)}H]l;}{i(?n ()fl]m (;(_)1”-]-“:*}; ;
and they teleng toe ll:(* WO I\‘rng‘ class,. o .o TThey ave the
mainstay of the counfry’s industries (.n(l (he backbone ol ihe

land s prespercuy. And they are the! most worked and
1he least puoid. _ '
. - Treatment, |
_ - “The talk amovg  natives  as gquifer conemion
that o Muropean  thinks  more  off hisx dog  or othor.
domoe 2iie canimal  of  has o than e does 7 of i
Binckman  who dees ali the waork  {or his comibogt v
0\ en luxury. A [Curopean would soner-sce that his herse l'i :Lf-ii
a goodd (l(rill‘“tu}l(‘ than that his native rervent geis a doene s

roem to slecp in. Seme employvers are =0 Ainconsiderate um :
almest brutal l]mf they do not carve ‘even for therr femaley
| mzln @ SErVants to be housed properly. if at all As SOON 4y L
giri's day’s work is over--usually far 1n the night-—she "=
twrned adrift e\pected tosreturn to W()llx 1mormd tlmo the 1o,
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1916. PRICE 1d. WEEKLY.
_ . - noursof work.
- "Native servants, at business places, private
offices and private homea are  extremely -overworked.

In lau ndly work especially, which is done mostly by women,
there 1s a regular sweating-system = of a Mmost kha,me—
ful character. Bundles of washing of extraordinary quantities
of (:lothmg are required to be done within a certain time at
(qulte a low wage--a bundle that takesthe whole day to wash
-_/bemg paid for w1th one to two shillings. Some steam-laundries;
we are told, do not glve time even for meals, a woman starting
to 1ron at seven - in'- -the morning on to six at night
without a break. No wonder most of the native female servants
usually suffer - from rheumatic gout and quite a num-

. ber of phyqlcal deterioration and deformdity among our wor-

king women is noticeable. The same kind of overwork obtains

~at some big offices in town where natives commeéuce duties

~ at-quite early hours and are not allowed a single hour for
- prepalmg and taking their meals till late at night.
' - ~Pay.

“The uqual rate of pay is from 7/0 to 15 - week.

Out of this a man'is expected to pay his ‘rent, feed hls family
and himself, pay taxes, provide for doctor’s blll.s dress decent-
depen__dent._, and do a thousand-and-one other
things. Itisimpossible ! He must be driven to do extreme
things in order to get a livelihood or meet domestic require-
- Talk of crimes of theft, illicit” liquor dealing or even
violence! How can a community be immune of these where re-

.. sponsible citizens fail to provide sufficient means of subsis-

tence and are content only with. seeing to their own comforts
and luxuries? Tt is often pleaded that a native has v ery little
orno needs worth thinking of, con@equently he should be
satisfied with the lowest wages. This i< a fallacy —a wilful
blindness to ta,cts [vuropean ('z'-w'/z's"(m'(m has b’rou ot with it

Lrope an wants. . g
- “We would urge the Transvaal Native Council to in-

;qulre nto the question of how natives are employed, especila-

i ly in big towns,"with a view to approaching the Native Affairs

Department on the matter. [n the absence of or zgamse(/ Labour
Unions among. natives it is suggested that the inquiry should
be directed to hours of work, rate of pay, and general treatiient,
partic Uldl ly of women and giris.” f

We -have omitted come more racial passages from oul (qNo-
tations because, though they are excuxed by the -cqually
racialvattitude of white men, racialiem | is fundamentally
irrelevant to the working class movement. The white Pro-
Jetariat of luumpe.. and of South Africa t()() for that matter, is

treated by the master claxs in the same wav. In (ls:-feutla.ls,
asthe black. Indecd the reference  to rngahi-c:l l.abour
- Unions shows that our contemporary I~ coming near (o an

inklhing both of the I)rw}t-m] ol tlic working ¢ lass and of the

trite lemedy which is not " approaching the Native Affairs
Department on the matter,” nor Labcur Unions among the

Lrespect -
under<tandinge

but one Big- Unian of all workers.
The  increasing

natives” assuch,

ive of race, colour or cree

Cmone welte workers thar natives aie lh(—‘?i;' tellow waorkers .
- nd not animals o <o ¢ hine helow w wWorcine closs which
L the wor Kine claes inits t'n”' roenty l o exploin. ¢ oaapled
| \\ ]lh *h(" “I)('lllll“ ()f I 1\ ;_-_‘j;(* CLls Enlx“w] 1O (‘(} EH 1}1(‘
1I'h o rated, is big with 1 m P1<o o ?.E‘;e.'f fufure m' e [Lnly-
e Movemont in Seuth Aivicd, S Gandite dhie Sihiie o
S Unions and the Transvoead Native Council 1o s<eizo VO
wT)?)UI HHH’\ ot conforry i”’i RTINS EANAS LN N H‘;h COMINIGT L V-
NN o tactrs; and in g 1* CeonnOCtIon Pe LN b o .
LG of aevenr ago, though foe NAUSTIVe N L et ter.

r) ‘;L (1\. I
wWil] bear ql[f)lmt., RGNS |

. Fhe emancipation of thie workoers mqi‘s?;} Lo Tm-
anentate abolition of aH forms of native ing dentusre, ¢ DG
and passport sysfems and thellifzing of the native wirker to

Lhre political . and 1ndu-t11 11 stabus of tive white, me.uwhile

endeavounng to prevent the increaxe-of the native wage
workers and to.assist the existing native wage workers 1o free

themselves from the.wage systera.”



