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DAY after day, week after week, , 
month after month, I have called l'll'f,_ 'i • • 

' 

• 

d' lond and persistently for African i.·o·war spolitical and i;con:o�c unity. I am •• 1 : • 1 • • 

·\.

-,� .,_,n,,,. A 1..,.,· � :::" ., .. ·-··1·�
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��f.�!j��;,;-,� 
ll;"f::;,.ff • ·.• · U .,_, · The example of Europe which is !"

left in confusion after centuries of
mutnally-destructive econoniic war-sure that I have been misundersto.od 1 ·,

sometimes even by friends;Enemies I '
• 

of African.prosperity have a vested 1 , by Osagyefo ame Nkrumah fare and· competition, because it 
unite us ll)"C fiu-: greater than the has S!) far failed _;to build ·a sound 

interest in .misint�rpreting my . with all the latest weapons of I
motives.,- ,_ destruction, in order to crnsh : ,-

Our Constitntion provides for the African nationalism. If this is ti'Ue', , !
surrender in part or in whole, of only the nnity of Afric? cap. prevent ' ,
our sovereignty, ff'necessary, in the Sonth Africa from achieving snch i'
interest of African nnity. Let me an .aim. If' we do n_ot nnite and1: •
make it clear that this is a condition combine our • military forces • for1 : , 

, which we in Ghana are prepared-to common • defence, the individnal: 1 

accept in ·order to promote the States, ont of a: sense of insecnrity J • :
cause of unity in Africa. We -would • may be drawn into making aefence _:. 
not, of course, presu!.Ve to make • pacts· which "'.ill 'endanger th�: '
conditions for others .. lpdeed, I can .security. of us all. There . is als�, 
.eiJ.yisage a. strong • apd effective the , expenditure . aspect of thi� 
union without surrender of so� problem1 • • T�e , maintenance of' :
vereignty. . military forces imposes .a heavy 

In my view; a nnited Africa-' financiai'burden on even the. mos.t 

that is, the political and economic • wealthy States, For young Africa11
nnification of the African continent States,· who need every penny fl\ey
-should.seek three objectives : can get for development, ·it is 

Firstly, we should have an over- ridiculons-indeed, snicidal�for
all economfo planning on a nnited each State,'individually, to assume;
continental basis which would such a heavy 'burden when the 

increase the industrial and econo- weight of this . burden could be 

mic power of Africa. So long as easily lightened by sharing jt.
we remain disunited, so long as we aniong themselves: .' 
remain balkanized, regionally or .  The third objective which. we 

:territorially, we shall be at the should• have in Africa comes from
. mercy of colonialism and imperia- the first • two which · I have j11st,

lism. . . . .described, If we in Afric.a set up 
, There is a great contrast in thi.s a . common economic .planning or� •

respect between Africa and Europe ganisation and a joint military •
. today. Where ·as Emope � making I command, it follows that we" sltl!ll. 
• · frantic efforts in the direction of have to adopt a common foreign 

.20 

• econ,oniic and political integration; . policy to give political direction to 

Africa is sadly being torn apart by • our national continental defence
the manoeuvres and intrignes of and our national continental econo
neo-colonialism. . mic and industrial development 

Secondly, we should aim aphe_: planning. • .
creation' of a Joint Military Com� In the 'higher .reaches of ,our .
mand. I do not \iee any 'wisdom in endeavour, it should be possible to 

our present .,separate • efforts to device some constitntional strilcture 

·· bnild up or maintain l'.ast military, which secures· these objectives /artd
forces for self-defence which, in any yet preserves the sovereignt); of •
,case, -/vould be ineffective in any ·.each country joining the Unio.n. 
major 

1

coi:iflict. · If we e:x;amine t!Jis For example, conntriesl in sni:h a 

.problem realistically, we would be nnion will naturally mafntain their
a'!>le to ask ours�lves this pertinent own· constitntions. continne • to, use 

question : whicli· single state in . their .national flags, tl\�ir natjonal 

Afrid today can protect itself , anthems · and other s);mbols J • and
against an imperialist aggressor? paraphernalia 'of sovereignty ',"hich 

. Recently, anti-apartheid leaders. they don't have to surrender. , ?ur 

.have alleged that Sonth Africa. is surviv!ll depends npon the political 

brtildirg great • military might· .unity iof Africa. The fore, :
�at
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. difficulties which divide i us at foundation for political -action and 
present. • · • '

• 
nnderstanding must b_e. a lesson to I • 

• I. have
.

referred to the ieed for _.us all. lknow that whenwe speak Ii 
e,conomic planning on !l continental of political union; • our detractnrs 

•;11'.,•I · bas\s. It ,is mosf important th\lt ·?re quic� to �bserve an attempt to 
· African leaders must now begin to impose leadership and to abrogate nrfind the best and quickest means' sovereignty. This is not the case. riby;,which we can pool our economic· It would be futile to expect: that so 

• .!;
e t th ,. .!.!1,r �ources oge er •�r our I!'utnal soon as millions . of our _people . 

benefit_. If we, achieve this, we . secured their release from colonial !ii •• 
· �hall �aise in �rica �- gr�at . , oppression they ; • would .. wish to _ m

mdnstrial, econonuc and .financial surrender that sovereignty to an ,., 
. power compara�le to �nything the !deal, however great ·and landable 11jl 

•
worl� has seen m our tune. it may be. • . • 

. • It must -be · said! however, �at We are re\ilist$ enough to know 
we cannot , establish such sound that no one seeks a revision of 
e�o_il�mic links in Africa "'.ithout j present bonndaries unnec£ssarily. 
�vmg them, sound political direc- Indeed, it will be naive to ignore 
tion, force, and p�ose. We must the reality .of these territorial relics · 
the�efore_ come_ t� , grips with the of colonialism.. But this nohvith
m�Jor . an_d basic 'issue of African standing, under a major political 
um!y ;which . alone will make the union of Africa in which the limits 

•1 
artificial _ bom1_darie_s and ! regional of ourp�esentteriitorfal sovereigniy. 

! 
. d�m.arcations u)l1ented from colo- are not ignored, there could emerge 

1 

malism obsolete . and_ superfluous. a 'l!ni_ted Africa, great and powerful 
· . 11!- .my o"?l VIew, · local· asso- lVOrkmg for the complete and total 

. • ciations, . reip.onal . co1!'1"-onw�alths �ol:lilisatio!1 o! the economic plan-

. ?nd temtonal .. groµpmgs Will• be m_ng orgamsation under a common 
Just another form of ba!)-anisa�o!'-, political directi�n. imagine the : 
unless they are _.conceived within strength of such an economic -force • 
the framework of a la�ge nnion in Africa with the combined poten: 
based on the �odel. of ·the l!nited tial of all that we now possess and 
Sta�es of �m�nea or th:e: Umon of the fabulous mineral and agricul� 
SoVIet Socialist Republics.· When tural resources which we are yet to 

. the first thirteen • States in the uncover. " • 
:North A�erican Continent tried to Once this ,vas achieved' ·what 
promote -the idea of � · United would be needed is a ·c�mmoil 
States . of America, thi�, was · ridi- foreign policy which took the basic 
c�ed as an e� pty dreani �hich was overall requirements of Africa in 
v1goro1,1sly resisted by maµy. , international relations into acconnf 

· · And who . wool� haye ·thought and if all this were to. be capped.
��t s!venttfive 11:ifferent natio�a- ,Y;ith a unified • military force, the 
liti�� at various levels of econom1c, picture of the restoration of Africa ;s 
soc1a! and political development in . dignity and gljeiltness would :be 
Russi� could have been welded into complete: This should be our aim 
the llllghty for�e _whic� the Soviet and goal; this must be_ our task •• 
h:8s become Within this compara- I have emphasised in-my discus-
tively sho';i space.of time?. I believe . sions and speeches thatthe political . 
that. Rn�sia _ even began with t�ee • union of Africa w o u l d not only 
States. It 1s �erefore for .Afncl\n . be a strong guarantee for peace, but. 
leader� to continne . to work cease- . also a great insti'Ument for • world 
lessly lll· • order to give , flesh. and • economic prosperity. 
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