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was announced that:—

Government schools;

Parents interrupt their work on building their children a school to pose for the New Age camera.

ALEXANDRA BUILDS ITS OWN SCHOOL

JOHANNESBURG.—In Alcxandra Township the first courageous attempt at organising
alternative education for the children, in protest at Bantu Education, was inaugurated last

week.

In a few days about 350 pupils were enrolled: some the children of
parents who had volunteered at a mass meeting in the Township to send
their children to non-Bantu Education schools; and others children who
had taken part in the boycott, and been turned away from the schools on

Verwoerd's order to the
the protest,

The school also absorbs those
children who were part of the over-
flow from one of the Township's
Ethiopian schools.

The school was started entirely on
the initiative of the local commu-
nity, with volunteer teachers from
the African National Congress.

The school has classes for child-
ren from the sub-standards, up to
standard six.

Residents 1n the township have
~donated blackboards, tables and
benches and chairs. Others are
assisting the school by helping to

FRANCE REVERSES
ATOM DECISION

PARIS.—The French Gove
ment has reversed a previous deci-
sion to make the hydrogen bomb.
The French Premier, M. Faure,
told a Press conference recently that
France would limit her atomic re-
search to peaceful and industrial
purposes.

“My Government has decided to
eliminate research for military uses
of atomic power,” he said.

Asked if this meant that France
had abandoned the idea of produc-
ing a hydrogen bomb, M. Faure
replied—“We do not propose to
produce any atom bombs, hydro-
gen or otherwise."

principals not to re-admit those who had joined

make benches for the children to
sit on.

‘The Congress flag flies from
one of the makeshift school build-
ings, and in the classrooms and
the vicinity of the new school,
there is a mood of jubilation and
excitement at this new people's
vendure,

@ About 4,000 school children would be deprived

WAVE OF ANGER
VERWOERD METHODS

JOHANNESBURG.—A wave of anger at the Nationalist Government, and in particular
at Dictator Verwoerd’s methods, was fanned among Africans on the Reef last week when it

of

@ about 100 teachers would be dismissed from the service; .
@ drastic action—banishment from their homes to remote spots in the country—would be
taken against the boycott leaders.

Party as Nationalist municip:

deportation orders.

‘There had also not yet been any
official expulsions of children from
the schools, but children refused re-
admission after the expiry of April
25, the date of the Verwoerd ulti-
matum, are being told to report
daily to their former schools, where
principals are awaiting their orders
from the Government.

In its strongly-worded protest at
the Verwoerd reprisals the African
National Congress says thesc are
the outrageous acts of tyrants. It
finds it sinister that in ‘the same

things to go unchallenged.

To attempt to penalise children
for a life-time—for that is what this
action is intended to achieve—is the
outrageous act of tyrants.

The Bantu Education Act was
imposed on the African people with-
out their having a say in their own
future, and in the face of their deep
opposition. “Then, when the people
take one of the few means of pro-
test they have against this educa-
tion for servitude, the Minister hits
back with savage fury.”

These acts, far from breaking
the determination of the people to
resist Bantu Education with all the
means in their power, serves only to
strengthen their will to fight.

TEACHERS VICTIMISED

The Government has clearly

failed in its attempts to get the

UNITED TOBACCO SACKS
700 WORKERS

Great Hardship to Families

CAPE TOWN.—Seven hundred Cape Town workers will shortly be thrown out of work
when the United Tobacco Company factory in Observatory closes down. Some of the workers
have had 35 to 40 years’ service with the firm, the majority at least 12 years, but the first
time the workers were informed of the closing was on April 22—only three weeks before

the first dismissals.

The workers will be dismissed in
batches. the first batch of about 100
on May II, a second big batch on
May 18. and then in smaller groups
until the final dismissals on July 27.

The large majority of the workers
are women. Of the 700, about 200
are European, the rest Coloured.
The average wage is about £5 a
week,

“The news of the closing came
as a terrific shock to the workers,”
Mr. A. Calmeyr, general secretary
of the Cigarette and Tobacco

Workers' Union, told New Age.
“There was mo prior hint or

warning.™

About 95% of the workers at the
factory are union members and the
union is very busy trying to find
alternative employment for them.
Together with the Company, the
union representatives have
approached the Cape Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, the Labour
Department and other employers in
order to find jobs for the workers.
The union has also arranged a
meeting with secretaries of other
trade unions for the same purpose.

“I want to make a strong appeal
to other trade unions and to em-
ployers to assist in trying to place

Calmeyr said. “Any further infor-
mation they require may be obtained
from our office at 302 Albert Road
Salt River, phone 5-5828.”

Workers who are nearing pen-
sionable age will receive pensions
from the Pension Fund, while all
workers will receive a gratuity from
the company, of an extra week’s
pay for every five years of service.

With the coming of winter, the
sudden closing of this factory, one
of the biggest in Cape Town, is sure
to bring terrific hardships and suffer-
ing to hundreds of families whose
breadwinners had thought that their

our workers in employment,” Mr. | jobs were secure.

at Reef and Joh b

It was reported that local authorities—and here as many United

ities are involved—would recommend
action against the men they earmark. At the time of going to press
no details of this contemplated Government move were known, but
the Johannesburg City Council denied that it had applied for any

nounced there was a “leakage™ of
N.A.D. plans for a “labour camp
for agitators,” or, its more familiar
name, a concentration camp.
LATE NEWS.—The dismissals of
African teachers by the Govern-
ment has_actually started. In one
Western Native Towaship school
four of six teachers have been noti-
fied that their services will be ter-
minated at the end of May. Police-
men are being used to deliver these
dismissal notices to the teachers in-
stead of using the post, as is normal.

week. as these measures were an- | P. 3: COD Condemns Intimidation

Will To Fight
Strengthened

—A.N.C. Statement

JOHANNESBURG.—The actions of the Minister of Native
Affairs, Dr. Verwoerd, in ordering the expulsion of 4,000 children
from the schools and the dismissal of teachers, as well as the threat
to banish African leaders from their homes, are brutal reprisals
which we caanot too strongly condemn, said the African National
Congress last week. No democrat in South Africa can permit these

teachers to act as the agents for
Bantu Education. Now that it is ap-
parent that the teachers could not,
even at the insistence of the Native
Affairs Department, inveigle or per-
suade parents to send their children
to school in the areas where the
boycott was carried out, they are to
be the victims.

African teachers must see them-
selves as part of the African libe-
ration movement, and we call on
them not to capitulate to the prin-
ciples of Bantu Education but to
place service to their community
and allegiance fo the common
cause of defeating the Nation-
alists first.

AN INSPIRATION

The boycott struggle waged will
serve as an example and an inspira-
tion to the African people through-
out the country, and we have con-
fidence that, far from being intimi-
dated by Dr. Verwoerd, the strugglc
against Bantu Education will be 1n-
tensified.

We do not regard it as accidental
that the news of the contemplated
concentration camp should leak out
now. These are familiar methods—
camps surrounded by barbed wire,
reprisals against whole communi-
ties, mass victimisations, Govern-
ment action even against children
. + . but as fascist governments have
in the past been defeated by the
action of the people, so the Nation-
alists will in time share the same
fate.

The struggle against Bantu Edu-
cation has only just begun, and Dr.
Verwoerd must now reckon with
the intensified anger and opposition
of the African people.

There are few threats the Min-
ister has not used, but even the
banishment and deportation of
leaders will not break the struggle.
New leaders spring from the people
when they are needed, and the very
conditions of oppression of the
veople create their organisations
and their leadership. Those who
fight for freedom fto-day are not
deterred, even by the methods of
the Nationalists. Each new repres-
sive measure of the Government
sharpens the conflict with the people
and brings nearer the break in
their tyrannical hold.
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LETTER BOX

Bantu World and the Boycott

THROUGH the withdrawal of
children from Dr. Verwoerd's
slave incubators, which began on
the 12th April, 1955, on the Rand
thousands of parents and children
clearly demonstrated their disgust
for Dr. Verwoerd’s Slave Educa-
tion and their unequivocal and de-
termined rejection of that brutal
fascist experiment which ~was
being imposed upon them.

Despite malicious rumours about
their action, police intimidation
under the guise of “protection” and
Dr. Verwoerd's threats to close
down_schools, arrest the pupils
and intern them in his slave
camps, the people demonstrated
their hostility to his schemes in a
disciplined and unwavering way.

The daily Press tried in every
way possible to sabotage the boy-
cott, And this attitude was not
confined to the White Press only.

Other elements took upon them-
selves the task of calling for the
withdrawal of children. Notable
amongst these were Dr. Xuma and
the Bantu World.

The. Bantu World takes upon
itself the task of calling on parents
to send their children back to
school. In one of the most double-
tongued appeals ever made osten-
sibly in the interests of the people,
the Bantu World states that it
cannot support ‘“political action
which inyolves children.” The ad-
vice it gives to the people is_to
leave the children in “peace™—
obviously in Dr. Verwoerd’s lov-
ing care.

The Bantu World, without foun-
dation, claims to be a.supporter
of AN.C. constitutional leader-
ship and condemns the parents
who withdrew their children as
defiers of Congress leadership.

This is a clumsy attempt to
undermine Congress authgrity and
to isolate the leadership from the
masses of the people.

Since when has the Bantu World
supported the  constitutional
leadership of the AN.C.?

If the Bantu World is such an
ardent supporter of the AN.C,
why is it so determined to sabotage
the correct decision of the AN.C.
of withdrawing children perman-
ently from Dr. Verwoerd’s
schools?

N Dr. Xuma's call to parents to
end the boycott follows that of
the Star very closely. He asks for

FLU

is serious

For each hour you walk about and
work with an attack of Flu on you,
at least an extra day will be spent
either in bed or in a state of half
health. Flu damages and weakens
the system—don’t under-estimate
or try to ignore Flu.

What to do

Go to bed, take a Mag-Aspirin
Powder and a hot drink. The Mag-
Aspirin does just this—it calms the
Nervous System, it reduces the
temperature, it stops both the
headache and body pains.
‘Mag-Aspirin’s many benefits save
health

you loss of time and health—
possibly in future years as who
knows what mark a severe attack
of Flu may have on one's con-
stitution.

MAC-ASPIRIN

Powders 2/~
and Mag-Aspirin Tablets 2/6
everymhars. ™

a “positive” approach, and sug-
gests this could be achieved by
electing the best possible people
on to the school committees,
pausing to reflect the repercussions
of a boycott, sending the children
back to school, and encouraging
the teachers, sub-inspectors and
supervisors to remain at their

posts.
This is Dr. Xuma's positive
action, and the only way to

struggle against Bantu Education.
Boycott, according to the doctor,
“will help to make the system a
greater success.”

Tt is important for the people
to be vigilant and to distinguish
clearly between the voices of op-
portunists, who pretend to have
the interests of the people at
heart more than the people them-
selves, who make their appearance
to the people at times of crisis to
give wise counsel about the folly
of the people and their own Wis-
dom, truth and honesty; who want
to learn nothing from the people
but arrogantly want to teach the
people. .

The most honest and calmest
reflection will indicate that the de-
cision of the people to withdraw
their children from the Verwoerd
schools is the most correct reply
and the only correct reply to Dr.
Verwoerd’s fascist experiment, not
only to destroy education for the
Africans but to put in its place a
poisonous process designed to
stamp on the African child the in-
feriority of his people in order to
perpetuate his  exploitation and
oppression.

DUMA NOKWE.

African National Congress
Youth Léague, Johannesburg.

* * *

Education Fund?

All the Africans are against
Bantu Education. I suggest that
an .educational fund be estab-
lished. Every able-bodied man and
woman should pay a levy to it
for the education of the children
on a sound basis.

C. VILAKAZI

Cape Town.

* * *

Poison Rejected

The people of Newclare do not
want Bantu Education. Parents
are determined to battle to the
last, not with arms, like the Gov-
ernment, but through courage and
love of their children.

The Minister of Native Affairs
is unable to intimidate the people.
The parents say with one voice—
“Away with Bantu Education and
its fascist aims.” They are busy
digging a_hole to bury this rotten
dogma. The people are well or-
ganised. They know all the bad
implications _associated with this
mysterious title given to our edu-
cation—Bantu.

Why do other sections of the
community not add titles to their
education? Is an African M.A.
going to be B.M.A.? LL.B. going
to be Bantu LL.B.?

Education is one the world over
—education is not based on
nationality, race or creed but is
universal.

Verwoerd has discovered that
even little children recognise his
poison; they do not want to drink
that poison.

D. W. KHUNOU.
Newclare.

Land of Fear

The Nationalist Party claims to
know what we need better than
we Africans do.

If we say anything against the
Government then we are m-
munists or agitators, or even up
to treason!

For this we are banned, im-
prisoned. We live in the land of
fear. If we want to be safe we
do not say what worries us. We
live in a land where we do not
trust one another, as your fellow-
man may be a Native Nationalist
or a member of the police Special
Branch, who all hate the truth.

We live in a_country where jail
is every Non-White’s goal. We
live in a country where it is
nothing to see an African being
insulted, assaulted and even mur-
dered in the strongholds of the
Nationalist Party, e.g., Bethal and
Rustenburg.

We live in a country where it
is common to see young Euro-
peans enjoying themselves by
teasing, using abusive language to
an African in the cities, while it
is worse on the farms. And these
peoble are religious—they belong
to the state Church.

ENOCH S. NAIKANA.
Johannesburg.

* * *

Spread Truth

The word struggle is often used
in the vocabulary of the various
national liberatory  organisations,
but perhaps_there is not a clear
idea or definition of it. |

What is the -essence of the
word “struggle”™?

Surely the essence, the heart of
the matter, is knowledge. The
knowing that the misery and sor-
row which so besets a large part
of the world’s population is n‘not
necessary and can be overcome.

“Struggle” should be another
way of saying “spread the
truth.”

Let each and everyone spread
the truth as best he can in how-
ever small a way and help sweep
away the reactionary filth that is
blocking progress and that is the
father of apartheid in its hideous
and nonsensical form.

XYZ.

East Griqualand.
* * *

Organise Chiefs!

The Nationalist Government is
busy manipulating our kings (de-
rogatorily called chiefs)” into
policemen to carry out their de-
structive, oppressive  principles.
Africans should not forget to or-
ganise cffectively these kings by
consulting them and inculcating
the constructive spirit of African
unity.

The Nats. ingratiate themselves
with our kings through bribery to
make them impassive to this oner-
ous oppression, and also to hate
us and like them. After this, the
more ungratefully, they call our
kings “dom mense.”

In the beginning the attempt to
organise the kings will seem diffi-
cult, but because they are our
kinsmen and kinswomen belong-
ing genuinely to our blood they
will eventually understand.

M. C. BOSHIELO.
‘Brakpan,

* * *

" 2 N -

Ethnic” Grouping

In spite of the protests of the
people of Benoni against “ethnic”
grouping, the apartheiders are in-
troducing this system. It is already
sowing the seeds of hatred among
the ‘African_people. It is an at-
tempt to drive the Africans back
to the days of tribalism, the days
of Piul Kruger and of barbarism.

C. P. PIETERSON.

Benoni.

EDITORIAL

CONGRESS OF THE
- PEOPIE . ..

SIX WEEKS TO GO

‘,VITH less than two months to go
before the Congress of the
People opens on June 25th, elections
of delegates are now taking place
and there is a renewed wave of &n-
thusiasm for the ‘drawing of a Free-
dom Charter.

Events of the past weeks have
brought home to ever wider sections
of the people the urgent need for
the Charter.

@ The parents and children who
are so dg?:rminedly fighting the
Bantu Education Act will see the re-
cent events as a further incentive
towards making the Congress a suc-
cess so that the right of all to true
education can be embodied in the
charter. ¢

And Verwoerd's tyrannical action
in closing the schools to children
who stayed away will strengthen the
conviction of ali that the Charter of
Freedom must contain the provision
that the ministers of the government
of South Africa must be elected by
all the people, so that it will be
impossible for tyrants to rule.

@ The terrible conditions under
which many farm workers exist
were once again emphasised in the
recent court case resulting from the
beating to death of a Coloured farm
labourer.

It was the normal treatment to
whip farm labourers who stole wine,
the accused said in their defence.

Coming after the Rustenburg trial
and the Bethal disclosures, it is clear
to all that farm labourers on many
farms live under conditions of the
‘worst feudalism.

Farm workers will certainly be
represented at the Congress of the
People to put forward there the de-
mands that they have the right to a
better life.

By formulating these demands and

-coming together with other freedom-

lovers, they will be able to take an
important step forward in the orga-
nisation of farm workers so that, by
their own unity, they will be able to
win improvements in their condi-
tions and participate in the struggle
for freedom for all.

® Teachers faced with the new
Education regulations which are de-
signed to make them unthinking,
obedient serfs will rally to the Con-
gress of the People so that the
demand may be embodied in the
charter that the teachers shall be
free men, whose duty lies to the
children and not to the tyrants.

@ African city workers harassed
by Section 10 are demanding that all
should have the right to live where
they choose.

® Trade unionists, faced with the
threat of muzzling by the Schpeman
1C. Bill, are demanding that they
have the right to organise their
unions free of interference.

® Mothers call for parks and re-
creation grounds for the children,
decent houses for the families,
cheaper food on the tables.

The police campaign of intimida-
tion in a futile attempt to sabotage
and prevent the Congress of the
People has never abated. It can be
expected to reach even greater fury
in the coming weeks as the date of
the Congress draws nearer.

But no intimidation can hope to
prevent this great rally of the people
of all races and all walks of life.

The call to action has gone out.
There can be no standing aside. All
who support the demand for a better
life for all South Africans must work
for the success of the Congress of
the People.

Forward to the Congress of the
People! -

Forward to Freedom!

C.0.D. CONDEMNS
INTIMIDATION

JOHANNESBURG.—To oppose the Minister of Native Affairs

offence,

the Congress of Demo-

is a

crats in a mlemeni protesting at the post-boycott actions of Dr.

Verwoerd.

The Congress condemns the puni-
tive retaliatory methods of the
Nationalist Government against the
protest made by the African people
against the introduction of Bantu
BEducation into African primary
schools.

The African people have made it
uncompromisingly clear to the Gov-
ernment, to South Africa and to the
world that they are unwilling to ac-
cept this discriminatory education,
which is clearly designed to indoc-
trinate the African children for a
position of permanent inferiority.

The threats of the Minister of
Native Affairs to remove the schools
in the arecas where the parents and
their children have courageously
defied the actions of the Govern-
ment and the references to possible
banishment of liberatory leaders
must be clearly seen for what they
are—further attempts to intimidate
the African people and-a proposal
to punish the people for a perfectly
legal and constitutional action.

There is mot, and never has
been, compulsory education of

African children. The parents
no_crime in withdraw-

mitted. It is obvious that to op-
pose the Minister “of Native

Affairs is a punishable offence.

The South African Congress of
Democrats supports the demand of
the African people for universal
education and their complete rejec-
tion of Bantu Education, and sup-
ports fully the intensification of the
campaign announced by the African
National Congress.

" HEIGHT OF DICTATOR-
SHIP

—ANGLICAN LEADER

“There is no law that an African
child must attend school. To
threaten children for staying away
when they have a perfect right to
do so is the height of dictatorship,”
was the comment of the Rev. John
Shand, director of Anglican schools.

“If African parents dont want

Bantu Education there is no legal
or moral obligation to force them
to send their children to school,”
he said. “They must be free to
choose.”
Rev. Shand added that to say the
boycott was being run by “tsotsis”
was ludicrous. It was an attempt to
pull down the standing of the move-
ment. Anyone who knew conditions
in the locations recognised that
feeling against Bantu Education was
very high among parents.
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WRITING ON THE OPENING DAY OF THE ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE

MOSES KOTANE REPORTS

FROM

Republic of Indonesia con-
sists of six main islands and

more than 3,000 small ones. lndo-_

nesia knows no winter, no spring
and no autuma, Its climate is
tropical and has only a wet and
a dry season, but it is one of the
richest arcas of the earth. It has
a population of 81,000,000, Its
capital is Djakarta.

Bandung, the capital of West-
ern Java, lies about 120 miles
south-east of Djakarta. It has a
population of = 802,104—750, 865
Indonesian nationals and 51
nationals of foreign states. Blhlt
on a plain 2,100 ft. above sca
level and snrrounded by moun-
tains, Bandung is blessed with a
fine mild climate. It is for this
reason it was chosen as the venue
of the historic and world-inspiring
Asian-African Conference.

Their Purpose

X The e purpose of the conference
is 1

“l. Promote goodwill and co-
operation among the nations of
Asia and Africa, to explore and
advance their mutual as well as
common interests and to establish
friendliness and

an further
neighbourly relations;
2. Consider social, ~economic

and cultural problcms and re-
lations of the countries repre-
sented;

3. Consider problems of spedal

terest to Asian and
peoples, e.g., problems aﬁectlnz
national ~ sovereignty and  of
racialism and colonialism;

4. View the position of Asia
and Africa and their peoples in
the world of to-day and the con-
tribution they can make to the
promotion of world peace and
€O~ DPCI'QHOD

Not Invited

Thirty Asian and African states
were invited to the conference. All
of them except one accepted the
invitation and are represented. The
Central African Federation of Dr.
Godfrey Huggins declined the in-
vitation.

South Africa was disqualified by
her racial and discrimination
policies. So she was not invited
and she is not represented here.

Similarly, the imperialistic coun-
tries such as Britain, France, Por-
tugal, Spain and Belgium, which
to-day dominate vast !emtones
and millions of people in the
African continent, were not in-
vited.

At 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 18th
April, 1955, the epoch-making
conference was officially opened
by the president of the Republic
of Indonesia, Dr. Sukarno. Long
before the time the conference was
scheduled to start crowds lined the
streets leading to and in front of
the conference hall.

The delegates were standing
when the official party entered.
The party was led by President
Sukarno and his Vice-president,
Dr. Hatta, and their wives, and
then followed the reprcsematwes
of 1,422,414,485 peoples of Asia
and A[rlca, the Prime Ministers
of the five sponsoring powers—
Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia
and Pakistan—and the heads of
the various delegations.

Six of the 29 countries attend-
ing the conference are African
countries, representing 55,752,000

people These are Egypt, Ethiopia,
Gold Coast, Liberia, Libya and
Sudan.

Spirit of Peace

The prevm].mg spirit and atmo-
sphere is peace, preservation and
promotion of world peace and
understanding, and peaceful co-
existence. Even elements which
belong to warlike constellations or
blocs were loud in voicing_this.
The opening addresses of Presi-
dent Sukarno and of the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Indo-
nesia, Dr. Ali Sastroamidjojo,
centred on this theme. Here are
some words from President
Sukarno's address:—

“I know that in Asia and Africa;
there is greater diversity of
religions, faiths and beliefs than
in the other continents of the
world. But that is only natural!
Asia and Africa are the classic
birthplaces of faiths and ideas,
which have spread all over the
world. . . .

“Yes, there is diversity among
us. Who denies it? Small and great
nations are represented here, with

ople professing almost every
religion under the sun—Buddhism,
Islam, Christianity, Confumamsm,
Hinduism, _Jainiam,  Sikhis
Zoroasthrianism, Shintoism and
others. Almost every political
faith we encounter here—Democ-
racy, Monarchism, Theocracy,
with innumerable variants. And
practically _every economic  doc-
trine has its representative in this
hall—innumerable ideas, in all
their manifold variations and com-
binations,

Brotherhood

“But what harm is in diversity
when there is unity in desire? This
conference is not to oppose, each
other, it is a_ conference of
brotherhood. It is not an Islam
confetence nor a Chnsuan confer-
ence, nor a Buddhist conference.
It is not a meeting of Malayans,
nor one of Arabs, nor one of
Indo-Aryan stock. It is not an ex-
clusive club either, not a bloc
which seeks to oppose any other
bloc. Rather it is a body of en-
lightened, tolerant opinion which
seeks to impress on the world that
all men and all countries have
their place under the sun—to im-
press on the world that it is pos-
sible to live together, meet to-
gether, speak to each other, with-
out losing one’s individual iden-
tity, and yet to contribute to the
general understanding of matters
of common concern and to de-
velop a true consciousness of the
inter-dependence of man and
nations for thelr wellbeing and
survival on earth.”

Speaking about peace and pre-
Presldenl

tions and asked &he quesﬁon—
“How can any of us be disinter-
ested about peace?”

He went on to say:

“And do not think the oceans
and the seas will protect us. The
food that we eat, the water that
we drink—yes, even the very air
that we breathe can be contamin-
ated by poisons originating thou-
sands of miles away. And it could
be that, even if we ourselves
escaped lightly, the unborn gene-
rations of our children would bear
on their distorted bodies the marks

of our failure to control the forces
whi(l:‘l; have been released on the
orld.”

Urgent Task

“No_task is more urgent than
that of preserving peace. Without
peace our independence means
little. The rehabilitation and np-
building of our countties will have
little meaning. Our revolutions will
not be allowed to run their
course.”

He ended this section of his
address with the following state-
ment:

“What can we do? We can do
much! We can inject the voice of
reason into world affairs. We can
mobilise all the spiritual, all the
moral, all the political strength of

INDONESIA

Asia and Africa on the side of
peace. Yes, we! We, the peuples
of Asia and Africa, 1,400,000,000
strong, far more than half the
human population of the world,
we can mobilise what I have called
the moral violence of nations in
favour of peace.

“We can demonstrate to
minority of the world which lives
on the other i that we,

some of the members of the
Arab states were bitter about Pal-
estine, and the Phlllpplnes and
Thailand werc vcry strong, in their

the majority, are for peace, not
for war, and that whatever
strength we have will always be
thrown on to the side of peace.”

Those are some of the wise
words said by President Sukarno
in his address to the conference.
The sentiments expressed in Dr.
Sukarno’s address were echoed by
every delegation, even though

and
in their mdlrcct anack upon the
People’s Republic of China and
its representatives at this confer-
ence.

Colonialism in its old and mod-
en forms has so far been de-
nounced by all who spoke. A few
said something about racialism,
and they were pretty strong in
their words.

DEMAND FOR REGIONAL
AUTONOMY IN GOLD COAST

Growing Opposition to Nkrumah Red-Baiting

LONDON.—Faced with growing discontent against the rule of his Convention People’s
Party, the Prime Minister of the Gold Coast, Dr. Nkrumah, has tried to head off his main
political opponents by appointing a Select Committee to examine the question of a federal
form of government for the country.

The of the

a tactical defeat

for Nkrumah, who from the outset has ridiculed the demand of his
opponents; the National Liberation Movement, for regional auto-

nomy within a Gold Coast Federation.

unitary state, Nkrumah maintained.

But the demand for a federal
system continued to grow and gain
support among the people, par-
ticularly in the Ashanti region,
which is the main source of the
Gold Coast’s cocoa and also has
gold and diamond deposits. The
origin of the friction between the
Ashanti people and Nkrumah
was the Premier’s
year to pay more than £134 per
ton of cocoa at a time when the
world price of cocoa was about
£400 a ton, thus assisting in the
outrageous exploitation of the
Ashanti people by the U.S. cocoa
monopoly.

CORRUPTION

But other grievances have been
added to the list. There have been
allegations  of corruption and
nepotism against the Nkrumah
Administration. bove  all,
Nkrumah has been unable to do
much to raise significantly the
living standards of his people, and
lhe long-awaited independence of

e Gold Coast scems as far off
ls ever as Nkrumah marks time.

There has been rising unem-
ployment in the Gold Coast,
reaching a total of 45000 in
1953, mearly double the 1951
figure, Wages are low—the latest
report of the Gold Coast Labour
Department (1952-53) says the
minimum daily wage in agriculture
and forestry is 3s., 3s. 6d. for sur-
face mining, 4s. 3d. for under-
ground mining. In most industries
enly a small minority get more
than Gs. a day.

The Gold Coast was a

In protest against bad wages and
conditions workers have more and
more taken recourse t o strike
action—31,639 were on strike dur-
ing 1952-53, twice as many as the
previous page.

DARE NOT VISIT

A British newspaper correspond-
ent in Ashanti recently reported—
“No Cabinet Minister of Dr.
Nkrumah's' Gold Coast Govern-
ment dare to-day visit the cocoa
and diamond territory of Ashanti
.. . one-third of the Gold Coast
brings to Nkrumah the biggest sur-

prise . . . and the blggesl crisis of
lns fast-moving career.”

The National Liberation Move-
ment is led largely by men who
were formerly loyal supporters of
Nkrumah, but who have been
driven away from the Convention
People’s Party by his dictatorial
methods. Instead of democratising
his regime, Nkrumah has tried to
maintain his position by indulging
in the Red-baiting tactics he has
learned from his imperialist
masters.

‘While full scope is given to the
pro-American imperialists  anti-
Communist International Confede-
ration of Free Trade Unions to
carry on its work in the Gold
Coast (it maintains a regional
office in Accra), official steps are
taken to deny the World Federa-
tion of Trade Unions access to the
workers. Two trade union pion-
eers, Anthony Woode and Pobey
Biney, were expelled from the

CP.P. for attending a W.ET.U.
conference.,

PASSPORTS REFUSED

All anti-imperialist and Com-
munist literature is banned in the
Gold Coast, and passports are re-
fused to all delegates wishing to
visit any of the socialist countries
or even to. attend international
festivals and conferences held
under auspices of which Nkrumah
disapproves. In this he shows him-
self no different from South
Africa’s Premier, Strijdom.

But in his anxiety to convince
the imperialists that he is not
tainted Nkrumah has got himself
out of step with his fellow Afri-
cans, not qnly in the Gold Coast
but throughout West Africa. The
West African Pilot, published in
Lagos, Nigeria, commented re-
cently:

“We know no more about Com-
munism than what its American
and British detractors have pushed
across to us as propaganda. But
judging from what we see and ex-
perience from day to day, we feel
that all this talk of the so-called
‘free world and ‘iron curtain’ is &
camouflage to fool and bamboozle
colonial peoples. It is part and par-
cel of power politics, into which
we refuse to be drawn until we
are free to choose which ideology
suits us best.

“For the time being, we shall
judge every nation strictly on the
merits of the attitude of that nation
towards our nmational aspirations.
‘We have every cause to be grate-
ful to the Communists for thelr
active interest in the fate of col- '
onial peoples and for their con-
stant denunciation of the evils of
imperialism. It is then left to the
so-called ‘free’ nations to convince
us that they are more concerned
about our welfare than the Com-
munists, and in this regard we be-
lieve more in action than in mere
words.”
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ANOTHER DEFEAT FOR THE WAR-MAKERS

ONCE again the United States, hell-bent for

war, has been turned back on the very
brink of disaster. For the third time in the
space of one year pressure of public opinion
both inside and outside the United States has
forced President Eisenhower to veto plans to
launch atomic war.

1t happened the first time in Indo-China last April.
U.S. warships armed with atomic weapons were
already steaming for the bat:le-zone—!he Geneva
Conf i

4. Admission of Chiang Kai-shek to the talks
(Chiang himself stated he was not prepared to have
talks with the Communists).

Shocked Them

The United States reply—understood by the whole
world as a rejection of Chou’s offer—shocked not
only the delegates to the Bandung conference, but
America’s allies everywhere.

The M Guardian’s correspon-
dent reported on April 26: “American reporters at
the Bandung conference have been sending critical

had just d , bom-
Eden and Nehru, reluc-

barded with protests from
tantly said “No.”

about its impact.”

Mr. Xeyes Beech, the Chicago “Daily News” cor-
respondent, cabled from Bandung that the State
D :

It happened again last September, when the island
of Quemoy first loomed up on the i ional
horizon.

1t happened again last week. Admiral Radford
and Assistant Secretary of State Robertson were
already in Formosa to alert the Nationalists for
atomi¢ war when the master-diplomacy of Chinese
Premier Chou En-lai at the Bandung conference
spiked their guns. -

Wrong Expectations

The U.S. had all along been nervous of the Ban-
dung conference; but for the wrong reasons. They
had expected Chou En-lai to use Bandung as a “plat-
form for Communist-propaganda” to play on the
anti-imperialist sentiments of the Asian Governments
in order to win them to his side in the Formosa
dispute.

Nothing of the sort happened.

The London Times’ special correspondent at the
conference reported on April 20 that “the guns
which had been trained ready fo oppose the expected
Cor have misfires

2
against the bland refusal of Mr. Chou En-lai to in-
voke any Communist line as such. He had come . . .

WORLD STAGE
BY SPECTATOR

ly to seek common ground, and in this compagy
ao:l {eas\ he has posed as mm:e neutralist even than
Mr. Nehru.” .

Patience and Tolerance

The same correspondent added the next day: “It is
generally agreed d?a( the Chinese are showing gnﬁal
patience and tolerance. . The Chinese are ful g
sharing the general wish to be compromising an
agreeable; they appear at {imes to be accepting Mr.
Nehru's advice, and they are happy to meet every-
body.”

y itself was not formally discussed at the
co:lzrr‘:n?:s; l:‘usl behind the scenes Chou and the other
Asian delegates thrashed the matter out in ar;
atmosphere of complete frankness. The outcome o
it all was Chou’s offer, issued on the eve of the final

i the conference: .
seé‘s’i'ohne %fhinese people are friendly to the American
people. The Chinese people do not want to have a
war with the United States. The Chinese Government
is willing to sit down and enter into negotiations with
the U.S. Government to discuss the question of
relaxing tension in the Far East and especially the

question of relaxing tension in the Formosa area.”

* Not an Inch

Earlier Chou had assured the conference that China
would not transgress against the }tlemtonal integrity

f any country—-not by one inch.”
© Caoxpare C}I,mu's approach with that of US.
Adnmiiral Carney, reported in_this column last week:
“I think we should try to bloody the Chinese nose

a local basis.” N

m‘Nol surprisingly, Chou’s offer found an echo in
the hearts of peace-loving people throughout the
world. . . .

But what was the American response? An immedi-
ate attempt to ridicul]e the offer and make peaceful
negotiations impossible.

5 statement issued by the U.S. State Depam‘?en(
demanded “evidence of China’s good intentions” on
the basis of the following conditions:

1. A cease-fire in the Formosa area (where the
U.S. is the aggressor);

2. The release: of the U.S. airmen imprisoned in
China for spying (this has nothing to do with the
dispute over Formosa);

3. China to accept the Security Council invitation
to attend a discussion on Formosa (this when China
is not even allowed to become a member of the
United Nations!);

'S was ‘inept,
ill-natured and ill-timed’ and had ‘left a sour taste in

the mouths of practically everybody.’

Disgusted Them

America’s own stooges at the Bandung conference
were disgusted. The Pakistan Premier, Mr. Moham-
med Ali, said he thought Mr. Chou En-laj had pro-
posed a “quite reasonable solution” of the Formosa
question. The Ceylon Premier Sir John Kotelawala
said he thought the U.S. reaction had been “too
hasty” and had made things more difficult.

In Ottawa on April 22 Mr. Lester Pearson, the
Minister of External Affairs, told the House of Com-
mons that Canada would not automatically support
the United States in any war, in China or anywhere
else. His statement was applauded.

Divided Them

Inside the United States, the reaction was divided.
The right-wing Republicans like Senators Knowland
and Hickenlooper issued statements insisting that the
presence of Chiang Kai-shek should be a precon-
dition for any talks,

But Senator Walter George, Democratic Party
Chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, said the U.S. should be “big enough and
great enough” to accept Chou’s offer, even if Chiang
Kai-shek shunned the conference. He said each side
could reserve its rights in the dispute, but it was
important to find out whether there was any chance
of settling matters peacefully.

Adlai former D it didate for
President, who was in Uganda at the time, said
Chou'’s_statement was “very heartening.” .

And "the Democrats are the majority party in the
United States Congress,

The Cape Argus reported on April 27 that “Presi-
dent Eise:;”howesuander. Dulles are under intense
newspaper pressure to accept the new Formosa pro-
posal of Mr. Chou En-lai. Even the Right-wing
Hearst group swung round to say: ‘A great deal
might be gained in direct talks, and they ought
seriously to be considered.”

“The Wall Street Journal states: ‘Mr. Chou’s state-
ment could be the first big break in this deadly and
heretofore seemingly unbreakable deadlock.””

A Reireat .

Thus once again the United States Government,
finding itself isolated at home and abroad, was com-
elled to beat a retreat. On April 26 Secretary of
g(ﬂle Dulles announced that the United States was
ready to negotiate a cease-fire in the Formosa area
with People’s China, directly or through the United
Nations or by other means, even if Nationalist China
stood aloof from the negotiations. He had to admit
that the U.S. Government and Chiang Kai-shek no
longer saw eye to eye on this matter, but said the
U.S. “had no alternative but to explore the sincerity
of Communist China’s present offer and to work for
an abatement of tension in the Far East.”

No wonder it was reported from Formosa that day
that Admiral Radford, the chief architect of the
“war with China now” policy, was “indisposed” and
unable to talk to reporters.

Diplomatic Defeats

Diplomatically, the Americans have been com-
letely outmanoeuvred in the post-war period. They
ave suffered diplomatic defeats over the Korea and

Indo-China armistice agreements. They have lost the
initiative over Austria. They are well on the way to
a further diplomatic defeat over Formosa, where their

position is steadily becoming untenable.

On the one hand this series of defeats can lead the
Americans to_ever more serious adventures in the
hope of rescuing their sagging prestige.

On the other hand, if the Americans seriously want
to achieve a solution, let them abandon the path of
war and follow the example of Mr. Chou En-lai in
waging an all-out struggle for peace.

(N.Y. Herald Tribune)
“Yalta schmalta, Potsdam schmots-
dam . . . the question is—what do
we do now?”

SUCCESSFUL MAY DAY RALLIES

THE largest number of people to celebrate May Day in Cape Town during recent years
gathered on the Grand Parade last Sunday afternoon to greet workers throughout the

world.

“We salute those workers who have won the fight for freedom in
their countries and we pledge solidarity in the struggle to those workers
who are still oppressed,” leads a resolution adopted amidst applause.

“We look forward to the working
class of South Africa leading us in
our struggle for equal rights, a better
life and friendship between all
peoples.”

In another resolution, the people
ratified the stand taken “by our
representatives Moses Kotane and
Maulvi Cachalia at Bandung._

“We stand for world peace and
condemn the warmongering of the

American imperialists,” said the

resolution.

SCHOOLS BOYCOTT
Condemning the Bantu Education
Act, the meeting called on all Afri-
can parents to hold themselves ready
for the complete boycott of schools.

Another resolution against the
Group Areas Act declared: “All
democrats protest most strongly
against this attempt to put the
Coloured and Indian people in
locations.”

The meeting was held under the
auspices of the Congress of the
People organising committee and
representatives of the AN.C., Con-
gress of Democrats, S.A. Coloured
People’s Organisation, as well as a
representative of the S.A. Congress
of Trade Unions, addressed the
meeting.

Johannesburg's enthusiastic and
lively May Day meeting pledged
support to the A.N.C. and its leaders

USE ELECTIONS TO PUBLICISE
CONGRESS OF PEOPLE!

JOHANNESBURG.—Election meetings now being called for the Congress of the People
should be used to the greatest extent to advertise the Congress and the Freedom Charter, said
C.0.P. headquarters this week.

DELEGATES SHOULD BE ELECTED AT EVERY MEETING
WHICH IS HELD, BIG OR SMALL.

C.O.P. meeting organisers are
urged to intensify the drive to col-
lect freedom demands.

Here are some demands recently
sent in:

TIMBER WORKERS IN BENONI:

We want a multi-racial govern-
ment; high wages and equal pay for
the workers. There must be tea
intervals for the workers; also better
homes, better, paved streets. and
more schools. Workers should be
treated decently at work. We want
to_see where our tax money goes.
Apartheid should be a crime, and
all permits abolished. All should |
have the right to organise in trade !
unions, 1

THE STELLENBOSCH A.N.C.
WOMEN'’S SECTION:

Here is our demand for the Free-
dom Charter: We demand a govern-
ment that will encourage men to
stay with their families. We want a
government that makes laws to satisfy ‘
everybody. We want freedom. We |
want to stay where we wish and like
to stay. We demand freedom for all
races in South. Africa.

FARM SQUATTERS IN THE
MIDDELBERG DISTRICT:
We want land to settle on without
having to work, or pay quitrent. We
want the abolition of the eight
months’ service for the farmer; with-
out payment. Let us work together
to abolish discriminatory laws.

KOELENHOF MEETING:

The pick-up vans should not arrest
people if they have just forgotten
their passes at home. We demand
trade unions, We want higher wages.
‘When we are chased from our homes
we are not even given train fare.
We demand that we be allowed to
live where we like. We demand
human treatment at work where we
are very badly treated. The police
raid our homes while we are at
work. They raid our compounds
and break open our boxes when we
are not there. We pay the rent for
our homes and demand that the
police should not be allowed to
enter unless we are present. Work-
ers are sacked without reason. We

demand that ng man be sacked

without good reason. When we
want to post a letter, when we go 10
buy bread or meat, there is the
pick-up. We demand an end to the
pass system. We demand shortr
hours.

A KOELENHOF WORKER:
When I got married the law of
the Government told me to lock

|
!
|

to look after and protect my wife

like the Government said that I
should when I married her.
CHURCH MEETING IN

WILLOWFONTEIN, NAT.

We demand civic and political

rights. We want basic human rights.

MEETING IN THE PIETER-

in the fight against pernicious Bantu
Education and for free education
for all children.

“We salute the struggle of the
parents and children who carried
out the boycott recently in the face
of mass arrests and police intimi-
dation,” resolved the meeting. It
further pledged itself to stand be-
hind the Congress of the People and
help.make it a great success. “We
pledge to stand firm in the fight for
peace and freedom in our time.”

_— T e

“ CHINESE PRODUCTS are up
to British standards and specifica-
tions,” said Bo Min-Gaung, the
Burmese Minister of Public Works,
who led the Burmese delegation in
negotiations with China for the
exchange of Burmese rice for Chin-
ese industrial products. A barter

agreement for  £6,000,000 was
aonounced.
THE GOLD COAST, the first

all-African government, will spend
£63 million in its first year. P‘:‘he
sum of £13 million comes from ex-
port duties on cocoa.

“Afrikal” shout these enthusiastic Alexandra Township children at the announcement that their parents
are building them their own school to protect them from Bantu Education poison. (See front page.)

COLOUREDS ANGERED BY ARROGANT
GROUP AREAS “PROPOSALS”

CAPE TOWN.—The proposals by the Land Tenure Board and the

THE STUFFY ROOM

In his book “Beware of Afri-
cans,” based on his travels in
ggypt ar.xd the Sudan, Uganda,

made to it last week regarding the racial zoning of Woodstock, Brooklyn, Maitland and
Kensington have angered Non-Europeans all over the Peninsula,” Mr. R. September, secre-
tary of the South African Coloured People’s Organisation, said in an interview with New

Age this week.

19:

first advertised on the 11th August,

In these proposals, which were
54, V and M:

In these three areas, according to

MARITZBURG DISTRICT: |2 report by Llhe City Engineer, there
We demand water ion and (3r¢ 25,505
storm water drains. We want a|lhe 12,110 Coloureds and 1021

school in our area. We pay rates

after my wife like a piece of gold. | and taxes but have no civic ameni-
Now they tell me I must send her | ties. Our area 1s threatened under
away. I demand that I be allowed the Group Areas Act,

one of the school pupils.

He asked for an explan:

the principal’s office. The

principal will give you a hi

Dangerous Criminal at Large!

'THERE was a commotion ouside the Central Indian High School
in Lilian Road, Fordsburg, one school break last week when
two European policen!en and n African constable tried to arrest

The boy was being held by the shoulder by one of the Euro-
pean constables while the Afrian prepared to handcufi him when
the principal of the school arrved on the scene.

. The boy was being arrested, said
one of the constables, because he was playing with a
street. That was an offence in terms of the municipal bye-laws.

The principal suggested thit even i
necessary to take the boy to tle police station. “You can take his
name and address and serve asummons on him,” he suggested.

The European constable semed inclined to let the matter drop
at that stage, but the Africm started putting handcuffs on the
youngster. The school childrer standing there immediately started
a loud protest, but the Africanconstable took no notice and started
marching his prisoner off to tie police station.

The European constable fivally agreed to discuss the matter in
nccuffs were removed and later, in the
office, the police agreed (o call the arrest off. The parting shot of

the constable, as he left the sdlvc‘)’ul, was to say to the boy: “The

JOHANNESBURG.

ball in the

if that was so, it was hardly

Africans in the area will have to
move if the proposals become law.

In Kensington, which is proposed
as a Coloured area, there are 14,151
Coloured people. Those who will
have to move, if this proposal is
accepted, include 842 Europeans, 772
Malays, 538 Asiatics and 7,532 Afri-
cans.

NOT SATISFIED
Representations made to the Board
last week show that the generous
allotment to the Europeans has still

not satisfied many of them.

Thus Dr. J. C. G. Kotze of the
Dutch Reformed Church, Wood-
stock, wants the entire area from

Waal Drive to the railway
line in Woodstock to be declared
a white area, This includes Walmer
Estate, a predominantly Coloured
suburb,

Also wrangling for bits and
pieces before the Boatd were a
number of City Councillors who
were ticked off by the chairman for
“coming late,” since the Cape Town
City Council had in the past refused
to have anything to do with the
Group Areas Act. Councillor G. E.
Ferry wants Albert Road to be the
dividing line between the Europeans
and Non-Europeans of Woodstock,

REPORT TO OUR READERS

Have you ever Wwritten a short
story? Something from your own
life—some incident in the strugge
for freedom in South Afria
which you have witnessed—woud
probably make good material fir
a short story.

PREPARING YOUR STORY
NOW!  (Length 2,000 to 3,000
words.

Last weck was a fairly good week
—a number of old friends let us
have their_contributions to the
New Age Freedom Fund.

WATCH FOR OUR ANNOUNCE- | We need that regular donation, so
MENT NEXT WEEK OF T}'El KEEP IT UP!

NEW AGE SHORT STORY
COMPETITION, AND BEGIN

MANNIE MONEY.

leaving the N D with
little more than the railway line be-
tween themselves and ‘the sea.
Councillor W. H. Ross admitted
that there was no comparison be-
tween the number of Europeans and
Coloureds who would have to be
moved,

A WARNING
“The proceedings at the hearings
of the Land Tenure Board during
the past week are a warning to

people all over the Peninsula,” said
Mr. September,

are set down as white areas.

“Thousands of people in the
threatened areas demonstrated
their strong opposition to zoning
of any kind when they rallied
behind the Group Areas Co-
Ordinating Committee to protest
against the Board’s proposals of
last February, and their protests
will be repeated and intensified
when they make personal appear-
ances before the Board at the
appropriate time,” said Mr. Sep-
tember.

“In_the meanwhile, we must sup-
port the people of Woodstock, Ken-
sington and Maitland and Brooklyn.

RALLY TO S.A.CP.O.

“I call upon the Coloured people
to rally in their to the

SOVIET UNION has warned
the West that if the policy of pres-
sure and threats to the countries of
the Middle East is continued she
will bring the matter before the
United Nations. The situation in
the Middle East was worsening be-
cause Britain and America were
forcing Middle Eastern countries
into military blocs and reducing
them to _colonies, said a Tass state-
ment. The statement named the
Turkey-Pakistan military pact and
the Turkey-Iragi pact, both adopted
under U.S, pressure, as instances of
trouble-making in the Middle East.
The British Government had joined
the Turkey-Iraqi pact in order to
prolong British control of Iraq and
its oil, said Tass.

Kenya, the Central
African Federation and the
Union of uth  Africa, the
British author, Reginald Rey-
nolds, tells the following story:

certain man came into a
room where a number of people
had been sitting for a number
of hours, and remarked that
the atmosphere was stuffy.

The people sitting there were
very annoyed at this 'remark.
“How can you presume to
judge,” asked one man, “when
ﬁ:’have only this minute come

Another said: “It is always
these people from outside who
make this ill-informed criticism.
Only those who have sat here
for hours can possibly know
:vhellher the air is fresh or
oul.”

“It is just to keep out ignor-
ant critics like you,” said a
third, “that we keep all the
doors and windows shut.”

So they threw the, intruder
out and bolted the door.

banner of the South African Col-
oured People’s Organisation, and to
place themselves side by side with
the other oppressed sections of our
population.

“The Non-European people dare
not allow themselves to be isolated.

“Only through united action with
the Africans, Indians and democratic
Europeans will we be able to defeat
the nefarious plans of the Govern-
ment.”

NYASALAND AFRICAN CON-
GRESS decided at its annual con-
ference last month to send a tele-
gram to the Colonial Secretary in
London demanding that Britain
should declare Nyasaland, at pre-
sent a part of the Central African
Federation, an African state, with
the same constitutional status as
Uganda. The Congress reaffirmed
its opposition to Central rican
federation and demanded “‘immedi-
ate self-government for the Africans
of Nyasaland.” It declared that the
rights of minorities in Nyasaland
would be protected and that there
was no desire on the part of the
Africans to oust European and
A}‘smn communities now resident
there.

Reasons For Breaking Off
Talks With India ‘Trifling’

= Says Dr. Moosa

JOHANNESBURG.—The reason advanced by the Union Gov-
enment for breaking off the negotiations for Round-Table discus-
sions between India and South Africa are trifing ones indeed,

Dr. H. Moosa, joint secretary of th

e Transvaal Indian Congress,

commented to New ‘Age in an exclusive interview.

. The Union Government has ob-
viously all along looked for an ex-
cuse to avoid the Round-Table dis-
cussions. Attempts to hold these
talks, in terms of the United
Nations resolutions, have now been
going on for over five years.

“The Government has been very
quick to place the blame for the
breakdown in the negotiations on
the shoulders of Mr. Nehru,” said
Dr. Moosa. The charge is that he
outraged the rules of diplomacy by
attacking the Union in public
sgeecheg. But, continued Dr. Moosa,
the Union is guilty of far more
serious obstruction in these negotia-
tions. en they were already
under way the Union Government

insisted on pushing through Parlia-
ment and promulgating the Group
Areas Act, despite requests to stay
the passage of this measure, as it
would prejudice the discussions.

“This was obstruction of the
most extreme kind, and strong pro-
vocation into the bargain.” The re-
quest not to proceed with the Group
Areas Act in the interests of reach-
ing a solution in the dispute was
totally ignored.

““This latest decision of the Union
Government  ¢onfirms  suspicions
that the Union Government was
never genuine about trying to reach
agreement through these talks and
that it has jumped at this trifling
excuse to call the discussions off.”
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THE S.A. Trade Union Council-
Colour-bar trade union centre,
led by cautious and, respectable
trade union officials who have
adopted a policy of appeasement
of the Nationalists, holds its first
annual conference this week.

Few workers or memlk:ers 02
the public have reason to know o
the pexistcncc of the S.A. Trade
Union  Council (SAT.UC),
although they were formed six
months ago.

Their much-advertised “‘oppo-
sition” to Ben Schoeman’s Indus-
trial Conciliation  Bill _(Trade
Union Destruction Bill) aniounted
o nothing more than the submis-
sion of two memorandas to the
Select Committee on the Bill.
Hardly an attempt was made to in-
form the workers and the general
public of this grave threat to the
very existence of the trade union
movement.

REMAINED DUMB

They have failed cpmple(aly to
give a lead to the workers either
on the economic front or in de-
fense against the continuous attacks
on workers’ rights. Inflation has
been going on all the time, re;
ducing the value of the workers’
pay packet, but the T.U.C. leader-
ship has remained dumb as regards
either the question of an increased
cost-of-living allowance or a gen-
eral forward movement in wages.

It is a feature of the present
situation that in one industry after
another wage agreements are ex
tended without any impm‘velnel'_lt
in wage rates. Contrast with this
retrogression, the forward move-
ment of workers in other countries
like Great Britain and the Uni
States of America where dockers,
railway, engineering, electricians
and typo workers have in !he past
few months improved their posi-
tion, in some cases after Tengthy
strikes.

NO PROTEST

‘What could be more futile than
a trade union movement which
allows organisers and secrefaries
to be muzzled by Minister Swart
without a protest by the trade
union leadership?

The truth is that the leaders have
now at last got their way and are
“keeping politics out of the trade
union movement.” (That, of course,
means kecping progressive working
class politics out, and keeping
apartheid politics in.)

THEIR AGENDA

The effect can be scen in the
report and the agenda for this
week’s first Annual Conference of
the S.A. Trade Union Council.

One is gratified to see resolu-
tions calling for an increase in the
cost-of-living allowance and for
the repeal of the Native Labour
Settlement of Disputes Act.

There is nothing_else, though,
which could be said to constitute
a policy for the working class.

There is no assessment of the
position of the trade union and
the working class generally in
terms that would give-a perspec-
tive of their problem and of the
tasks that lie ahead.

NOT A WORD

Not a word is said about the
Group Areas Act, the packing of
the courts, the attack on the
Coloured Vote, the Passports
(Denial) Bill, the Bantu (Depriva-
tion of) Education Act, or any of
the other monstrous invasions of
the peoples’ rights and liberties.

Not a word about the long-con-

tinued campaign of the Nationalist
Government against the indepen-
dent trade union movement. There
is not a word said about the expul-
sion of veteran trade union leaders,
colleagues of these people that are
sitting in leadership.

There is no reference at all to
the dominating issue of war and
the threat of extermination by
atomic and hydrogen bombs.
BURIES HEAD
The S:A.T.U.C. prefers to bury
its head in a mass of files. But
these are the real issues, they con-
cern the homes, the freedom, the
living standards and the future of
hundreds of thousands of workers,
members of unions affiliated to the

U.C,

THE TIME IS SURE TO COME
WHEN THESE WORKERS WILL
REPUDIATE SO SPINELESS
AND INEFFECTUAL A LEAD-

ERSHIP. X

Tt should be clear that this policy
of “keeping politics out of trade
unions” means that the trade
unions  become ineffective and
feeble instruments of petty officials
who are not defending nor advanc-
ing the workers’ interests.

TIME TO WAKE UP!

It is time that the rank and file
wake up and realise what is hap-
pening to their organisations which
they built up with much suffering
and great sacrifice.

The recent of the

T.U.C. LETS DOWN WORKERS
AND BURIES ITS HEAD
IN THE SAND \

BY RAY ALEXANDER

Only through a united working-
class movement free of racialism
will the workers in South Africa
be in a position not only to defend
but advance their living standards,
win freedom, rights to build a life
in which the workers will be able
to enjoy the fruits of their labour.

THEREFORE, THE FUTURE

PN
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LIES NOT WITH THE S.A.T.U.C.

OPPRESSED PEOPLE!!

FOOD AND CAN

NING WORKERS

AFFILIATE AT FULL STRENGTH

CAPE TOWN.—Thirty-five representatives of branches of the
Food and Canning Workers’ Union, from the Western and Eastern
Cape Provinces, West Coast and the Transvaal, who attended the
union’s National Executive Council méeting in Cape Town last week,
unanimously resolved to affiliate to the South African Congress of

. Trade Unions at full strength,

The union greeted the establish-
ment of S.A.C.T.U. with applause
and pledged its full support to the
building of a truly united and inde-
pendent trade union movement, free
of racidlism; “a trade union move-
ment which will be capable of de-
fending the workers and people of
South Africa against the persistent
attacks by the Nationalist Govern-
ment upon their civil liberties and
rights to advance the interests of
the workers.”

S.A. Council of Transport Work-
ers held last week in Cape Town
was an indication of the way
things are going.
COLOURED DELEGATE
INSULTED

Let those Indian and Coloured
workers who supported the expul-
sion of African trade unions from
the SAT.U.C. take note of what
happened to Mr, Manho, Secretary
of the Trawlermen’s and Line
Fishermen’s Union, the only Col-
oured delegate at the conference.
Objection was taken to his pres-
ence by Mr. van Wyk, from the
Pretoria ~ Transport ‘Workers”
Union, and a fervent supporter of
Ben Schoeman..

Mr. Manho withdrew from the
conference leaving the field clear
for the racialists.

Clearly, as was predicted,
attempts are being made to exclude
every Non-European from attend-
ing a conference with Europeans.

It is important to note that the
transport industry is a field of
employment in which the number
of Non-European workers is con-
siderable and increasing.

WOULD MEAN DISASTER

The splitting of the workers into
separate racial camps would bring
disaster to the working class.

The Transport Workers' Coun-
cil's Conference further showed
that the Nationalist section is now
much stronger than before,

Van Wyk succeeded in getting
the transport workers to agree to
take their problems to the Minister
of Transport, Ben Schoeman, the
very man who created their prob-
lems in the first place. No politics
really means accepting the politics
of the party in power,

The policy of the T.U.C. and
racialists can only mean disaster.
They must be fought within and
without,

FUTURE WITH CONGRESS
OF TRADE UNIONS

The struggle for real working-
class unity has to be carried on.

ATOMIC TECHNIQUES
IN SOVIET CANNING
INDUSTRY

LONDON.
The food Industry of the
Soviet Union is using atomic

techniques, according to a re-
cent announcement.

In another resolution the unijon
reaffirmed its full confidence in its
officials and condemned the Govern-
ment’s attack on the union by the
banning of eight of its officials. Six
officials have been ordered to resign
from the union and two have becn
prohibited from attending gather-
ings.

The union resolved to rally its
members in the defence of the
union and to appeal to all workers
to unite in demanding the with-
drawal of the Suppression of Com-
munism Act.

The union viewed with great en-
thusiasm the preparation through-
out the country for the Congress of
the People as an arena for the voic-
ing of people’s demands for rights
and civil liberties.

affirming its condemnation of

the vicious principle underlying the

-Bantu Education Act, the union de-

clared it regarded the boycott of

the schgnls as a sincere expression
3 ¢

«] Put My Hand
Out”

Mr, McDermott.

CAPE TOWN.

“I AM not concerned with the

~colour of a delegate’s skin.
If he is a worker, to me he is a
brother, and I am prepared to
put my hand out and say, ‘Wel-
come, brother’,” Mr. T. McDer-
mott, president of the Durban
Municipal Transport Workers’
Union, said at the annual con-
ference of the South African
Council of Transport Workers
in Cape Town last week.

Mr. McDermott was replying
to Mr. J. A. van Wyk, Pretoria
delegate, who demanded that

' Mr. A. Manho, of the Trawler
and Line Fishermen’s Union, be
removed from the conference
because he is Coloured.

Supporting Mr. McDermott
was Mr. B. Ratner of Cape
Town who said: “Our member-
ship is 40% Non-European.
We cannot discriminate.”

The controversy ended, how-
ever, when Mr. Manho himself
volunteered to withdraw from
the conference.

In an interview with New Age
subsequently, Mr. McDermott
said: “As a_fully accredited
delegate, Mr. Manho had a per-
fect right to be at the confer-
ence. In fact, there was no jus-
tification at all for him not

! p- wit
which the Africans view the Act.
D d ithd of

However, on the
being raised, he
to leave the con-

challcngc.

with radio-acti

carbon developed a mew pro-
cess which speeds up more
than threefold manufacture of
lactic acid used in the produc-
tion of foodstuffs and reduces
the sugar requirement. -

Radio-active isotopes of car-
bon, nitrogen and phosphorus
made possible a thorough
study of the biochemical pro-
cesses taking place in yeast
cells and development of a
technological process for manu-
facture of beer which halves the
required production time.

The Canning Industry Insti-
tute is working on the techno-
logy of cold sterilisation of
food products. Irradiation ac-
complishes this task almost in-
stantly. It takes only a few sec-
onds to sterilise meat, fish and
vegetables in glass jars or tin
cans. *

Such preserved foods retain
their natural colour and all
nutritive properties of the fresh
produce and can at the same
time be kept under usual con-
ditions for a long time.

A TOTAL OF 649 AFRICANS
were arrested in four hours last
Friday for pass offences. Marshall
Square detectives and N.A:D. offi-
cials co-operated in the round-up
in the city’s central area. Of the 649
arrested, 439 were without passes
and were detained for further ques-
tioning.

c
the Bantu Education Act, the union
also demanded the withdrawal of
all threats and penalties directed
agajnst _children, teachers and
parents “who have demonstrated
their sense of duty towards their
people and South Africa as a whole
by refusing to be a party to the Act
of discrimination and oppres-
sion.”

Railway
Dissatisfaction

JOHANNESBURG.
In the change-over in the rail-
way's pay system this month the
wage envelopes of both African and
European  workers  weré short.
European drivers at Kazerne staged
a brief protest strike, but later re-
turned to work when the adminis-

tration explained the new system.
African workers were indignant
that the new pay system was not
properly explained to them. The
railway ini i refuses to

ference, and there was very
little we could do at that stage.”

Mr. McDermott said he
hoped that Mr. Manho and his
union would not allow this
“small but tragic incident” to
affect their affiliation to the
trade union movement gene-
rally, “particularly having re-
gard to the struggle we are
facing to maintain not only
trade union unity, but the
democratic stand that has taken
so many years of struggle to
build up, not only in this but
in other countries.”

No policy has been laid down
as a result of this incident to
prevent a Coloured delegate
from attending future confer-
ences, Mr. McDermott said, but
no one could speak for the
future.

Asked if he considered it a

Mr. McDermott said: “It 1s a
pity when anv delegate walks
out of any conference.”

recognise the Non-European Rail-
way Workers” Union, but works in-
stead through a company union set
up for the Africans.

“This difficulty, for one, could
bave been avoided if the workers’
real union were recognised and in-
volved in direct negotiations,”
commented an official of the union,

——

2,176 BANKRUPTCIES  oc-

curred in Britain last_vear, com-

pared with 1,816 in 1953,

. THE US. BAN on the circula-
tion in the US.A. of the Soviet
newspapers Pravda and Izvestia has
ed to this query by the former
U.S. Ambassador to Moscow, Mr.
George F. Keenan—*“Is our own
political philosophy so unconvincing
and the other side’s so logical that
we must shield our people physically
from every confrontation with Com-
munist thought?”
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«EVERY TEACHER SHALL PLACE THE WHOLE OF HIS TIME AT

THE DISPOSAL OF THE SECRETARY”

NOT TEACHERS, BUT SERFS!

NY African teacher who “encourages through his acts or behaviour disobedience to the
“% Jaws of the state™ or “actively participates in political affairs” may be dismissed from his
post, according to the latest regulations for teachers employed in the * Government Bantu
Schools.” These are regulations additional to those published some time ago.

in the “G

Gazetie,” demand

The i
absolute obedience fo the Native Affairs Department, and are clearly
designed to instil the “good boy” mentality into teachers.

Listing thirteen types of “Mis-
conduct,” the regulations empower
the Secretary of Native Affairs, who
appoints and promotes the teachers,
also to lay the charge of misconduct
and to sit in judgment.

A teacher may not:

@ be discourteous to an official or
member of the public.

@ commit an offence against ‘good
morals.’

@ encourage disobedience to the
state’s laws.

@ identify himself actively with a
political body, or participate in
political affairs,

@ participate in the nomination or
election of school boards, Bantu
authorities, governing bodies,
school committees, Native Local
Councils or Advisory Councils
without permission.

@ criticise his superior officers or

the policy of the Native Affairs
Department in any publication.

@ display insubordination by word
or conduct, or default in carry-
ing out the order of a superior.

@ carn money in any work oufside
his position as a teacher.

@ behave or act, or neglect to act,
in a manner which in the Secre-
tary’s opinion is deleterious to
his position as a teacher.

Commission of any of the above
offences renders a teacher liable to
be charged with misconduct and
tried by a committee of two or more
people” appointed by the Secretary
whose decision shall be final.

In addition, the regulations say
that “every teacher shall place the
whole of his time at the disposal of
the secretary;” he must reside in a
recognised hostel attached to the
school or a reasonable distance
away; after school hours he must

YOU MIGHT AS WELL
BE IN JO’BURG

By HERBERT PYSHORN, writing in the London Tribune.

TH'E Jegend is that when your
} train pulls into Bulawayo after
its journey from Cape Town or
Johannesburg, you've crossed the
frontier from a.miserable South
Africa into a happy land where
there is hardly a colour problem

of 4,380,000, Africans in Northern
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, only 3—
repeat, three—had the vote.

Europeans in Rhodesia, of course.
will give endless reasons for this
state of affairs. A much-quoted
one is that the African isn't fit to
vote. And they'll deny that he’s in
any way il d in voting.

at all. .
What a different we
have here in the Federation, white
Rhodesians tell you. We're solving
our colour problem in the tair and
British way.
AFRICAN VOTES

It may, of course, be possible
that maintaining one Governor-
General, three Governors, one
Federal Parliament, one Southern
Rhodesian Parliament, one North-
ern Rhodesian Legislative Council
and one Nyasaland Legislative
Council—all for 2 total population
of approximately 6.800,000 people
it may be possible that this is the
fair and British way. X .

But after three years in this
Federation 1 am not so sure. An
British readers—fully aware of the
plight of. the Africans in South
Africa—do not know what life is
like for the African in the Rho-
desias,

Consider this fact first. The June
1953 population figures for the
Federation were: 6,394, Afri-
cans, Asian and Coloured peoples.
213,500 Europeans.

1 was in Salisbury, the capital
city of the Federation, when the
referendum was_held, in_April,
1953, which decided for Federa-
tion. Of the 49,032 people eligible
by law to vote in that referendum.
47535 were European. The others
voting were 33 Asiatics, 535
Coloured People and 429 Africans.

1 was in the same city in Decem-
ber, 1953, when the first Federal
Parliament was elected. The same
Parliament rtemains today. The
figures here are even more startling.

In that general election, 66,979
inhabitants of the Federation were
entitled to vote. Of that number,
64,440 were European and 2,539
non-European.

The most farcical aspect was the
fact that out of a total population

But no one can deny these
figures. Nor can anyone deny that
in Southern Rhodesia, the senior
partner in the Federation, there’s a
colour bar, social, economic and
religious, very little different from
that in South Africa.

The adult male African, working
as a house servant running a home
for white employers, receives £4 a
month. But a sixteen or seventecn
year old girl can leave school in
December and start work in Janu-
ary, in a bank, for £27 a month.
A white girl, naturally.

A qualified African bus driver is
permitted to drive a municipal bus,
carrying Europeans, but is not per-
mitted to travel, as a passenger,
with Europeans in that same bus.
If he's allowed on it at all, he sits
at the back.

POST OFFICE. TOO

Bulawayo's post office, in imifa-
tion of Cape Town’s, has separate
entrances for black and white.
separate counters, separate tele-
phone booths. The same applies in
Salisbury, where business operates
a colour bar indistinguishable from
Johannesburg’s.

The tale is endless—and tragic.
The tragedy lies in the fact that
the European of the Federation—
with, as in South Africa, a few
honest and honourable exceptions
—is moving steadily nearer to the
South African ideal of the white
master.

In spite of their official pro-
nouncements, Rhodesians do not
want the African by their side. It's
regrettable, but true, that African
mineworkers on Northern Rho-
desia’s Copperbelt have found that
out, There could be complete soli-
darity there if only the European
miner could regard the African
miner not as a black worker, but

as a fellow worker.

assist in the organisation of school
libraries, sport, youth movements,
and other activities connected with
the school. Leave of absence of any
type may not be claimable as of
right but may be granted by the
Secretary subject to the exigencies of
the service.

AMERICAN WAY OF
LIFE

“There is an economic side
to auto accidents. It's so big
that if Americans ever stop
smashing their cars into each
other, a large adjustment in the
economy would be necessary.
« «+ Accidents provide employ-
ment for tens of thousands. ‘If
Americans suddenly started to
drive carefully and sanely, it
might become difficult to find
n:w u{u’h for all those dis-
placed.” — Daily  Tele;
(U.S.), Mar. 2. i

MANY ARRESTS—
FEW TRIALS

JOHANNESBURG.—Most of those arrested under various
charges during the school boycott on the Reef have not yet been

brought to trial.

In Johannesburg's Western Areas
eight Africans, including both men
and women, were arrested and
charged under the 1953 Criminal
Laws Amendment Act, one of Min-
ister Swart’s martial law measures.
But when they were brought to
court last week the charges were
dropped by the prosecution.

In Benoni the authorities had
refused bail to Mr. Elias Monare
and kept him in custody until
after April 25, but last week
there was no opposition to his
bail application, and he was re-
leased on £50 bail. Monare will
appear before the Regional
Court, charged under the Riotous
Assemblies Act. -
Three other Benoni leaders are

also to appear before the Regional
Court, charged, it is believed, with
promoting hostility between Black
and White.

SCHOOLBOYS
Six youngsters from Benoni, in-
cluding schoolboys of 16 and 17
years old, are to face charges still
of taking part illegally in a pro-
cession.

Forty-six other arrested people
in Benoni have still not been
brought to trial. Their cases
ave been i

month, but it is understood there

is to be a further remand to a

later date. The 46 are charged

also with taking part in illegal
processions.

The first Nataalspruit trial of 21
women commenced last week. Evi-
dence given by the location super-
intendent was to the effect that the
women were chasing children from
the school, that when the police ap-
peared on the scene the women gave
their “war-cry” and took up a
threatening attitude, and that the
crowd became menacinig.

Two municipal policemen also
gave evidence for the Crown. This
case is proceeding.

The second batch of 21 women,
also charged with creating a dis-
turbance, is still to come before
court.

TRANSVAAL FOOD and Can-
ning Workers’ Union had a very
successful dance in aid of the Becky
Lan Defence Fund last week. They
raised £50 towards the defence costs
of their general secretary, recently
on trial for attending a gathering.
The Transvaal and Cape Town food
and canning workers recently
merged, and this was a strong soli-

to dates at the beginning of this

darity of the workers
in the north.

EVENTS

IN SOUTH AFRICA
“GRAVEST NOW SEEN”

Strong Statement by Federation of Trade Unions

VIENNA. — A resoluti

the most h

violence, barbarous hod:

et ¥

protest against the “acts of

directed against the workers and the

trade union movement of South Africa” was passed at the recent conference of the World
Federation of Trade Unions here.

“The attacks on the trade union and human rights of the workers | international solidarity.
and on the basic freedoms of the people of South Africa are increasing
in number and viciousness,” says the resolution,

“The 8,500,000 Africans who make
up the majority of the population
are being attacked, by scandalous
and callous measures involving un-
told suffering for their victims.
Workers of all races and beliefs are
subject to fierce repression which is
aimed at systematically destroying
their rights and liberties,

“The World , i

COMPLETE SOLIDARITY

“The W.E.T.U. is convinced that
the united struggle of the workers,
trade unions and the people of
South Africa and the active support

The statement expresses to the | of the workers of all countries will
workers of South Africa the “deep | enable the South African workers,

sympathy and complete solidarity”
of the World Federation of Trade
Unions, and calls on “the workers
and trade unions of the whole
world to give their South African

whatever their race, religion or
political opinion, to win their trade
union and human rights, to improve
their living and working conditions
and to defend their democratic

brothers the powerful support of 'liberties.”

of
Trade Unions affirm that the
events in South Africa are among
the gravest now to be seen in the
capitalist and colonialist countries,
It considers that the anger they
have aroused among the workers
gldthe whole world is fully justi-

ed.

POLICE TERROR

“In South Africa a regime of
racial persecution, of police terror
and of arbitrary acts of every kind
is in force and is backed by a com-
plete system of legislation which
recalls the worst time of colonial
slavery.”

After detailing the laws and
actions of the Government against
the people, the resolution says: “It
is quite clear. that by means of
racial discrimination, the suppression
of trade union rights and democratic
liberties and by the division of the
workers, the employers and their
government want to ensure the com-
plete submission of workers of all
races and ppinions s0,as to increase
exploitation and pile up their prof-
its. All workers without exception
are thus attacked, It is the duty
and absolute need of the workers
to unite and fight on a single front
against these brutal practices.”

LABOUR PARTY GREETS

INDIAN

YOUTH

‘THE South African Labour Party sends its warmest greetings to

you on the occasion of your tenth annual general meeting,”
reads a message received by the Transvaal Indian Youth Congress,
which will hold its meeting at the Duncan Hall, Johannesburg, on

15th May, 1955, at 9.30 a.m.

The message continues — “We
wish you every success in your
efforts on behalf of the Indian
youth. We trust that your delibera-
tions will be beneficial to all con-
cerned.”

Mr. Julius Lewin, lecturer at the
University of the Witwatersrand,
says in his message—“A free and
independent India has shown the
world the quality of Indian states-
manship. 1 believe that if Indians
in South Africa were citizens and
not serfs they would help to raise
the present low level of politics. T
hope that your organisation will

Numerous other messages wishing
the meeting every success have been
received.

—_——

GROUP AREAS BOARD will
commence fresh hearings in Johan-
nesburg on May 9.

e

A SOVIET and an_ American
scientist—Dr. Vavilov, of the Insti-
tute of Physics of the U.S.S.R. Aca-
demy of Sciences. and Professor
Whitman, of the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology—will ~co-

| operate in running the international

prepare its members for the day |conference on the peaceful use of
when they can take an effective and | atomic energy to be hefld in Geneva

responsible part in the common in
concerns of all who live in and love |

South Africa.”

August. Professor Whitman is
conference secretary and Dr. Vavi-
lov his deputy.
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Continuing his discussion on Section Ten of the Native Urban Areas Act,
a former Member of Parliament, writing on Law for Africans, tells of the

POLICE POWERS OF ARREST

FRICANS who are prosecuted

under Section 10 sometimes
take a light view of the case be-
lieving that the worst that can
happen is a fine of £10 or an
alternative of imprisonment, How-
ever, they overlook the fact that
after they are convicted, like a
bolt from the blue comes a war-
rant under Section 14.

Section 14 provides that when a
person has been convicted under
Section 10, he may by warrant
issued by a Magistrate or Native
Commissioner be ordered to be
removed by the police from the
Urban Area to his home or his
last place of residence. (Similarly
foreign-born  Africans who are
convicted can be removed to the
country or territory from which
they entered the Union.)

So conviction not only involves
the penalty of the fine or jail but
also of banishment. It often hap-
pens that a father or mother may
be separated from the rest of the
family which is broken up by vir-
tue of the Urban Areas Act, which
is no respecter of the sanctity of
the home.

PROOF NEEDED

How must an African go about
.proving that he has worked con-
tinuously for one employer for ten
years or lawfully lived continu-
ously in the area for 15 years
during which periods he or she
was not convicted of crime, etc.?
The onus or duty to prove that an
African falls under one of these
headings lies upon the African
himself,

1t is not enough for him to show
that he has remained continuously
in an area for 15 years, he must
also show that he has remained
there lawfully.

If, when he originally arrived,
there were regulations requiring
him to report to the town’s Loca-
tion Officials and he failed to do
so, or if he failed to yeport regu-
larly as required by regulations, a
Court may possibly hold that he
did not remain there lawfully.
This aspect of things is so difficult
and technical that anyone in doubt
should consult an attorney to
advise as to whether his presence
in the Urban Area for 15 years
has been “lawful” and in accord-
ance with any existing regulations,
In giving evidence, however, it is
not enough to say “I have lived in
this area for 15 years.” What
must be proved and said by the
accused is, “I have remained law-
fully and continuously in this
area for not less than 15 years.”

NOT YET CLEAR

Section 10 was passed in 1952
and it is not clear yet whether a
person must prove his 15 years
prior to 1952, i.e. that he remained
there from at least 1937 to 24th
June, 1952, or whether it is suffi-
cient to show that the 15 years

MRS. ANNIE SILINGA, popu- |

lar ANC. leader in Langa, was
arrested in terms of section 10 of
the Urban Areas Act on Monday.
She has been released on £5 bail.
—_—

76 CHINESE STUDENTS who
had been detained in the United
States will now be allowed to go
home, the U.S. State Department has
announced. Main reason for the
U.S. action was obviously that the
appeal by the students to the
United Nations Organisation last
December is due to come up for
discussion at the next meeting of
‘the Assembly. The action of the

United States, said the students, was |

a violation of the U.N. Declaration
of Human Rights, which guaranteed
that “Everyone has the right to
leave any country, including his
own, and to return to his country,”

were, say, from 1940 to 1955. No
doubt this point will one day be
decided by a Supreme Court, but
the better view is that any period
of 15 years’ continuous lawful re-
maining gives an African a right
to continue to remain. Section 10
came into force on the 24th June,
1952,

The African accused in court
must also be able to give evidence
and must state that during the
period that he has worked con-
tinuously for ten years for one em-
ployer or remained (lived) there
for 15 years he was not convicted
of a crime for which he was sen-
tenced to im ent for more
than seven days without the option
of a fine. Where he was given the
option of a fine, the alternative
must not have been more than one
month’s imprisonment. This is an
absolute essential to the right to
remain in an Urban Area.

POWER OF POLICE

I have promised to deal with
the power of the police to arrest
an African who has no permit to
remain in an area but has in fact
the right to remain in the area.
(As I explained last week, he or
she has this right if he or she was
born and is a permanent resident
in the area or he or she has
worked continuously for one em-
ployer for more than ten years
without being convicted of a
crime or has remained continu-
ously in the area for at least 15
years and also not been convicted
of a crime or is the wife or un-
married daughter or son under the
age of 18 years of a father who
has the right to be in the area.)

In the first place, before I deal
with arrest, let me emphasise that
whenever a person is called upon
by the police to give his full name
and address he should do so
whether or not the policeman is in
uniform or in plain clothes. The
same applies to an Inspector of
Natives or Pass Officer or Super-
intendent of a location or the
assistants of the Superintendent.
For the purposes of our law these
groups that are called peace officers
have the same power as police-
men and what 1 am going to say
about the power of arrest applies
to such people as well as to police-
men.

UNLAWFUL ARREST

As far as Section 10 is con-
cerned, in the first place a police-
man or other peace officer (i.e.,
the other groups mentioned above)
can arrest anyone if he has a
warrant to do so. In addition these
peace officers may without warrant
arrest any person who commits an
offence in his presence. If.. there-
fore, an African in fact has the
right to be in the area (although
he has not a permit), then in the
absence of a warrant, the peace
officer has no right to arrest him
under Section 10 and if Section 10
was the grounds for the arrest then
the African concerned has a claim
for damages for unlawful arrest.

A policeman when arresting a
person must at the time of the
arrest state the grounds for the
arrest and if this is not done the
arrest is unlawful (although often
difficult to prove—as later on the
policeman may claim that he did
state the grounds and his word
may be accepted).

However, it is desirable that an
African who has been questioned
about his right to be in an Urban
Area or is threatened with arrest
or has been arrested should at the
first opportunity inform the police
that although he has no permit he
falls under one of the other groups
and has the right to remain in the
Titban Area,

Actions for damages for un-
lawful arrest may sometimes be
limited to the policeman who
makes the unlawful arrest, but
sometimes circumstances may also
make the Minister of Justice
tesponsible. Such actions, how-
ever, have to be brought within a
certain period after the unlawful
arrest or detention and a lawyer
should be consulted at once. I
have no doubt that if more actions

were brought against the police for |-

making unlawful arrests they
would be more cautious and care-
ful before unjustifiably locking an
African up overnight and then
allowing him to be released next
morning without even a word of
apology or regrets.
(To be continued.)

' .
Teacher's Permit
Withdrawn

JOHANNESBURG.

I"IKE a bolt from the blue,

came the order from the
Immigration Department last
week to an Indian teacher from
Kimberley that his permit was
being withdrawn, and he must
leave the Transvaal immediate-
ly. The teacher was Mr, G.
Packirisamy. He had been on
the staff of the Central Indian
High School, established by the
Indian community which is
boycotting the Lenz Ghetto
School, since the inception of
the school.

Mr. Packirisamy had to leave
immediately for his home in
Kimberley.

He has now writfen to the
school saying that on his arrival
in Kimberley he saw the local
immigration office which told
him that under no circum-
stances would his permit be
renewed.

He was refused permission
even to yisit Pretoria for
ONE DAY to see the Commis-
sioner for Asiatics Affairs about
his case.

At no stage has any reason
for the Government’s action
been given.

STRIJDOM SHOOTS
"HIS MOUTH OFF

By PETER MEYER

WHEN this Parliamentary ses-
sion is over Mr. Strijdom
should collect all his speeches and
publish them under the title “True
Confessions.”

Throughout the session he has
been leaping to his feet and roar-
ing about this or that. He has been
remarkably frank in most of his
speeches, Naturally, he has con-
cealed many of his real aims, but
on certain fundamental issues he
has let not only the cat out of
the bag but all its kittens as well.

We are grateful to Mr, Strijdom.
We appreciate that he feels more
sure of himself now that Malan is
no longer around (all that one sees
of Malan these days is pictures of
him brandishing saws). If only
Mr. Strijdom would go on being
honest and speaking his mind a lot
of muddled South Africans might
get their thoughts straightened out.

NOT LEADER—BOSS

We know now that Mr. Strijdom
is not a leader, but a boss. He
told us so himself. We know that
he rules by force. We have known
it all along, of course. but it is
interesting to hear Mr. Strijdom
admit it. For years he and his
cronies have been denying that
they rule by force. Listen closely
to Mr. Strijdom. friends, because
this mood might not last. That's
the trouble with people who con-
fess—they close up like clams just
;/_hen they get to the interesting

its.

The “liberals,” inside and out-
side the Ufited Party, should pay
particular attention to Mr. Strij-
dom. They should watch that fana-
tical glint in his eyes. and perhaps
they might realise what it is they
are up against.

They seem to be under the im-
pression that fighting the Nation-
alists requires only a wee bit more
effort than climbing into their cars
and going to cocktail parties. No
wonder the Nats. despise them for
being so ineff L

Just the other day a Nationalist
tofd one of the U.P. “liberals” that
the only African she ever sees 1s
the one who comes to her at 6
p.m. in a white jacket bringing a
pink gin!

APARTHEID EXPANDS
Another of Mr. Strijdom’s truc

KENILWORTH RACING

Wynberg Autumn Thousand Handi-
cap—ANDY BLAND. Danger,
Deep Purple. .

Wynberg Mixed Handicap—
TORWYND. Danger, Painted.
Wynberg Plate—AMBROSIA. Dan-

ger, Kelstar.

Kenilworth Mixed Handicap—
QUEEN'S GAMBIT. Danger,
Fair Maid.

Kenilworth _ Plate—MISS  CON-
QUEST. Danger, -South Devon.
Maiden Stakes—MARNIA. Danger,

avern,

Juvenile Handicap—
DAME  QUICKLY.
Yule.

Juvenile Maiden Plate — DELHI.
Danger, Maric Helena.

Danger,
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LIBERATION, now on sale after
an interval in publication of some
months, carries an analysis of the
labour policy of the Chamber of
Mines by L. Bernstein; an article by
Paul Monaghan on Calvinism in
South Africa; an article by the
novelist R, K. Cope on the use of
the terms “Native,” “Bantu” and
“African”; and an editorfal on the
forthcoming  Congress of the
People.

fessions was that the only hope
for the White man in Africa is
apartheid.

Up to now apartheid has been
kept south of the Limpopo. Now
it moves morth. Mr. Strijdom is
broadening the frontier and put-
ting not only South Africans in
their right camps — Whites here
and Non-Whites there—but also
rearranging the rest of the nations
of mankind, There’s nothing
humble about Hans.

What fantasy is this? Did Han-
nibal or Napoleon ever dream
such dreams? How long will it be
before Mr. Strijdom tries to put
a barrier between day and night,
an apartheid partition between the
Aryan sun and the obviously
Oriental moon? Qne of those
rickety partitions they use in the
Post ice!

The latest confession came last
week when the Courts Bill was
discussed. There was a lot, of
humming and haaaing going on
until Mr. Strijdom stood up. Then
we were told exactly what it was
all about. You see, said Mr. Strij-
dom, the judgment that invalidated
the Coloured Voters Bill three
years ago was given by a particu-
lar bench of five judges. Well,
more legislation is going to come,
and obviously those same judges
can't be allowed to decide the
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matter all by themselves again.
The new court of 11 judges will
decide in future. Simple and per-
fectly clear. Keep it up, Mr. Strij-

dom.
DESPERATION

It is inevitable that, as fascists
are driven into a corner, they be-
come reckless and “shoot their
mouths.” It is a sign of despera-
tion. It is no_accident that Mr.
Strijdom is being frank,

If you were able to look into
his sub-conscious mind (horrors!)
you would find that it is not really
self-assurance and arrogance that
makes him speak like this. It is
fear. He is starting to shout the
reasons for his actions because up
to now his careful explanations
have got him nowhere.

Mr. Strijdom, in fact. is going
the way of all unsuccessful pro-
phets. They usually end up on
strect corners beating their breasts
and tearing out their hair, exclaim-
ing that no one understands them.
Mr. Strijdom is a much more dan-
gerous person, though. He is the
Prime Minister of South Africa—
with a police force and an army
to back him. He can cause much
more damage before his reign
crumbles.

But the people of South Africa
can take heart from the fact that
Mr. Strijdom is starting to shout.
People only shout when they are
alarmed. Mr. Strijdom can see that
the people are against him and
that the situation is becoming
tense. He is trying to panic the
Whites here, elsewhere in Africa
and throughout the world into
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with

| be a grim and bitter
struggle in South Africa while it
lasts, but in the end Mr. Strij(fom
will be defeated, and then the be-
smirched flag of baasskap will
flutter no more.

New Fighting Talk
JOHANNESBURG.

The rule of law has become out-
worn il Nati South _ Afriea,
and in the interests of apartheid
and forced group areas the tradi-
tional rules of equity and justice
are being abandoned, is the thesis
of an article on the Group Areas
Act in the May issue- of Fighting
Talk, now on sale. The rule of law
and the compulsory apartheid poli-
cies of the Nationalists have been
proved in practice to be incom-
patible.

Fighting Talk in this issue pub-
lishes a short story—the first step
in a new editorial departure to en-
courage short-story writing and dis-
cussion of literary topics. The story
printed is “Speed-up,” by Michael

larmel.

Othec articles discuss the Nation-
alist attack on the courts, “Swart
and the Judges.” and the charting
of the course of struggle against
Bantu Education. Bernal’s book,
“Science in History,” is reviewed.
and extracts of the speeches by
Chou En-lai and President Sukarno
of Indonesia at the Bandung Afro-
Asian Conference are published.

Fighting Talk is on sale at 6d.
per copy. The annual subscription to
the magazine is Ss. per year, and
subscriptions may be sent care of
P.O. Box 4088. Johannesburg.
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