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EDITORIAL

For more than one and a half years three
young ANC militants have been incarcerated

in Pretoria prison’s death row having been
sentenced to die at the hand of the apartheid
executioner. Their crime? The ultimate
‘Punishment’ was again meted out to those
fighting for the freedom of their people.
In August 1982 three more soldiers of our
people’s army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, joined
their comrades facing the same fate. Here
again we see the enemy’s aim of physical
liguidation and demoralisation of our
militants. Terror tactics were to be repeated
in order to intimidate our people and crush
the will to struggle, at all costs, for a free
and democratic South Africa.

The racists fail to learn from history
Four years ago they murdered Solomon
Mahlangu and thousands rallied to take
his honoured place in the liberation struggle.
Now the ANC SIX have become the focus
not only of our people’s most fundamental
aspirations but have been supported and
defended by peoples and organisations
all over the world.

The campaign to save the lives of these
six militants has been waged consistently
and with growing force. In an unprecedented
move the United Nations General Assembly
and Security Council issued two joint
appeals to the apartheid regime to commute
the death sentences.

Reacting to high level governmental
pressure from all parts of the globe, the
racists have instructed their embassies to
write letters to those who have protested
which attempt to put the apartheid regime’s
arguments for carrying out these executions
in a ‘factual’ way. These letters, which cover
the evidence presented by the state in the
trials of the ANC SIX, have been refuted
as being factually incorrect by the Defence
Lawyers in the trials who have themselves
put the facts straight in a detailed letter to
the United Nations.

This attempt by the South African
authorities to diffuse the intemational
outcry against apartheid ‘justice’ has failed
misrably. It has only spurred anti-apartheid
activists to put more force into the
campaign. At the same time the President
of the Seychelles, Albert Rene has issued a
special appeal to the racist State President
to exercise clemency.

The regime’s response to the campaign
has thrown out a challenge to all those who
support the just struggle for freedom in
South Africa. The demand for prisoner of
war status for captured freedom fighters
must now be put more forcefully forward
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than ever before. We are reaching a critical
stage in the effort to save the lives of our
six comrades. The African National Congress
has issued a call to all opponents of fascist
terror to take up this campaign with
renewed vigour and spare no effort in the
fight to save the ANC SIX.

We must be aware that as the struggle
intensifies the intemational community will
be called upon more and more to act in

defence of those who face judicial murder
by the regime.

We have heard from fellow prisoners
that each night the Six can be heard ﬂnglng
militant freedom songs, songs which raise
the morale of all those incarcerated in
Pretoria’s maximum security prison. It is
the ANC SIX who through their unstinting
spirit of no surrender to racist tyranny,
provide us with the greatest inspiration to
strengthen the Campaign and give it greater
scope and intensity.

by Lungelo Mfana

Recently it has been reported that ten
people, six of them trade unionists, have been
detained in the Ciskei. They will appear
before court charged with ‘ANC activities.’
Two of them are none other than Thozamile
Ggwetha, President of the South African
Allied Workers’ Union (SAAWU) and the
Vice-President, Sisa Njikelana.

Thozamile has, for the past three years,

2 been subjected to an unprecendented on-

slaught by both the South African and the
Ciskeian authorities. He has been detained
without trial eight times, and arrested to face
terrorism charges once. In 1981 he was sus-
pended by handcuffs from window bars and
given electric shocks, while in detention. Six
members of the Security Police in East
London assaulted him. He was stripped
before being handcuffed and suspended, then
a wet canvas bag was put over his head and



tightened around his neck. Electric shocks
were then applied to his toes, and cold water
poured on his naked body.

In February last year, a week after Dr
Neil Aggett died in detention, Thozamile
was admitted to the psychiatric hospital
where Dr Liz Floyd, a close friend of Dr
Aggett, was also a patient. After his release
from detention, his friends reported that he
was “no longer the same man.” Indeed, his
brother Robert visited him in this Johannes-
burg psychiatric ward, and described him as
“unrecognisable.” After addressing a meeting
of the Transvaal Anti-SAIC Committee
recently, he was reported “much better,”
but he still was “no longer the same man.”

Besides this physical torture, Thozamile
Gqwetha has suffered other forms of torture.
In late 1981 he lost his mother and uncle in
a mysterious fire at their Kingwilliamstown
home. A few days later he lost his girl friend,
Miss Diliswa Roxiswa, when the police
opened fire on a crowd of workers retuming
from a funeral.

Gqwetha is a former salesman who
learned his trade unionism by studying books
on the subject in the East London public
library. He attracted international attention
when SAAWU was supported by more than
20 000 East London workers in 1980.

This time he is detained again with sev-
eral others, including SAAWU Vice-President
Sisa Njikelana, who has been detained six
times by the South African and Ciskeian
police. Throughout his ordeal, Gqwetha has
never been convicted of an offence, or had
detailed charges levelled against him. Now the
Ciskeian security chief, Charles Sebe, says
Gqwetha and his colleagues — four of them
are unconnected with trade union activities
— will appear before a court, charged with
ANC activities.

Who is Charles Sebe?

Charles Sebe is the head of the Ciskei Intell-
igence, and brother of Lennox Sebe, Ciskeian
Chief Minister, called President. The Ciskei
Intelligence Service was previously run from
the offices of the Ciskei ‘government’ as a

branch of the former Bureau of State Security
(BOSS) of the South African regime. It has
now been converted to a full intelligence ser-
vice branch for the Ciskei force, which num-
bered 500 in 1980.

Sebe, a self-proclaimed zealot in the
fight against ‘communism,’ or what he calls
the “communist-inspired African National
Congress,” rose through the ranks of the
South African Police, where he served in both
the uniformed and security branches, and
later through the Bureau of State Security to
his present position as chief of the Ciskeian
Central Intelligence Office.

He is a militant anti-trade unionist. In
1980 Charles Sebe told Thozamile Gqwetha
that he (Sebe) was personally against black
trade unions, and went further to say that
the Ciskeian “government” was a trade union
in that whenever there was a misunderstand-
ing between workers and employers the Cis-
kei “government” always intervened! He
told Thozamile Gqwetha that the trade
unions would not get any offices in the Cis-
kei, and that they would be denied access
to public facilities such as halls. He warned
Thozamile to “do his thing” in the “Repub-
lic” of South Africa, and only come back to
Mdantsane in the evening to sleep, and stop
“interfering”with Ciskeians.

Charles Sebe says he is also interested
in poetry because during the time of black
consciousness poets “had a method of putting
across their ideology through poems and
plays.” That is why aspiring poets in the Cis-
kei have to apply to his intelligence service
for a licence to write poems! He has files and
files of these poets and their works.

It is no wonder that his anticommunism
takes a concrete form of being anti-ANC and
anti-trade unionism. But despite this, SAAWU
is growing in strength and credibility.

The Ciskei Reality.

There are no official figures for unemploy-
ment in the Ciskei. Ciskei spokesmen are
hardly certain what the population of the
Ciskei is. But we know that of the 2 100 000

people identified as Ciskeians by the racist 3



South African regime, two thirds live and
work in ‘white’ South Africa. Estimates are
that unemployment is at 25 to 30 per cent,
that is, 130 000 people are jobless in the Cis-
kei, and this figure is expected to increase by
21 000 each year.

More than 100 000 people have been
dumped along the Ciskei ‘belt of shame’ in
the past decade, most of them from the
Western Cape, which is being cleared for
white and coloured people. A report by the
Christian Consultation on resettlement in
the homeland — with representatives of ten
churches and ecumenical organisations —
charged that more than 500 000 people face
removal to the already overcrowded Ciskei
in the next ten years, if this policy is pur-
sued. About nine new settlements have been
created in the Ciskei for people from ‘white’
areas of South Africa. The population at
Ndevana alone a camp outside Zwelitsha,
was 45 000 in 1980. One resettlement camp
in the north, Ntabethemba, once provided a
living for 17 white farming families — it now
houses 50 000 Africans of Ciskei origin, from
all over South Africa.

Overcrowding? Comprising little more
than 500 000 hectares, or 0.4 per cent of the
South African land area, the Ciskei supports
a de facto population of no less than 660 000.
This is equivalent to a South African pop-
ulation of 165 million.

Despite a high infant mortality, numbers
are increasing at the phenomenal rate of
nearly four per cent annually. The average is
126 people per square kilometre, and in
South Africa the figure is 25. The area con-
sists of heavily overgrazed pastures, severely
eroded soils, and resettlement camps, which
house hundreds of thousands of displaced
Ciskeians.

Health

There is high incidence of pellagra resulting
from an exclusive maize diet. Infant
mortality is estimated at 50 per cent but this
is probably higher as many child deaths are
not reported. This figure compares with an

4 ‘infant mortality of 1.9 per cent in the

white population. Half of all the two and
three year olds in the Ciskei are
malnourished according to the survey
conducted by doctors in 1978. But the
figures may well be worse now due to the
drought that has gripped the Eastern Cape.
The survey only counted those children
who had survived while it was known
many Ciskeian children did not reach the
age of one. Most were just stunted like
mielie plants in a drought stricken field:
one in ten in the towns and one in six in
the country were actually suffering from
sickness forms of malnutrition — kwa-
shiorkor and marasmus. Ciskei faces a
threat of typhoid and typhus epidemics
because of water shortage caused by the
prolonged drought. People in the rural
areas are drawing water from foul and
stagnant pools.

Mdantsane, the so-called “best” health
area, recorded that one in ten die in their
first year. This figure compares with one or
two children out of 100 dying in privileged
societies. Figures from another survey which
involved weighing 70 children in the eight
year old group, were even more startling:
in Mdantsane three out of four, and in the
rural areas 8 out of 10 were found to be
undersized. Dr. Charles Bikitsha, the director
of Health Services in the Ciskei, said it was
important to remember that for every one
of the clinical cases reported, there were
several with marginal symptoms discernible
only to the most astute eye. Starvation and
death of man and beast has struck the
Ciskei.

Ciskei is a vast and teeming rural slum.
At Oxton, in the Whittlesea district near
Queenstown, children faint or throw fits
and they are referred to the camp’s only
clinic where they are given vitamin syrup.
“So many fall asleep in class that we can
do nothing about it,” said a teacher. They
are malnourished. Further north at Thomhill
it is a fortunate mother who can beg or
borrow sufficient mealie meal to give her
children one meal a day. The old men, the
abandoned women and the employable



The anguish of forced removals

who cannot find. work say with one voice:
“We have come to die here.”

Even the Cecilia Makiwane Hospital
in Mdantsane, the largest hospital in the
Ciskei with 40 of the Ciskei’s total of 50
doctors serving the rural and wurban
communities, cannot alleviate the situation.
The 4 hospitals that are supposed to serve
the needs of the Ciskei and the 70 clinics
scattered throughout the area actually prove
that the distribution of health facilities does
not match that of the population which has
been reinforced by enforced resettlement.

As for Fort Hare which was once a
pride of the African people, it no longer
serves as an institution of leaming at
the most it is a practising ground for young
white graduates.

In the education field one hears only of
scandals: in 1982 it was reported that an
education department circular called on
teachers to “donate” R2, principals R3
and inspectors RS to a fund to send two
of Lennox Sebe's children to Columbia
University in the USA!

White Controlled Irrigation Schemes

Shiloh, one of the Ciskei’'s handful of
expensive and white controlled irrigation
schemes, is surrounded by a high security
fence to keep out the hungry and destitute
thousands from the nearby resettlement
camps of Sada, Oxton and Zweledinga.

The Shiloh scheme grows mainly
vegetable crops with the aid of sprinklers
and labour from the established Shiloh
village. But the nearby aquatters without
land or jobs and with erratic cash incomes
from a few migrant workers, are not allowed
to buy Shiloh vegetables. As with all Ciskei
commercial farming ventures, the produce
is channelled through the centralised Ciskei
Marketing Board, for sale primarily in
urban complexes.

The security fencing at Shiloh was
erected to prevent neighbours from from
conducting noctumal raids to strip the
newly sprouted crops. As happens at the
schemes at Tyefu and Keiskammahoek,
a carefully selected group of fan'nerss,' rapidly
becoming an elite benefits from quarter



hector subsistence plots, while on the
fringes of the projects thousands in the
villages and squatter camps live in abject
poverty. Much newer but smaller irrigation
projects next to the most squalid resettle-
ment camps seem also to benefit the few,
usually handpicked and rewarded for loyalty
to the local chief. Appalling poverty in these
places has prompted private efforts to place
those who cannot survive on some sort of
basic subsistence with self-help garden
projects.

By the way the Whites in the Ciskei do
not live badly. Rowan Cronje, a former
Rhodesian Cabinet  Minister under Ian
Smith and Abel Muzorewa, who later
became Lennox Sebe’s adviser, was receiving
a R5 000 monthly salary. He was
later sacked.

Citizenship

Just before Ciskei “independence™ the 8
man Quail Commission worked for 14
months at a cost of R160,000 and thereafter
submitted a 150 page report which stated
that 90 per cent of the Ciskeians rejected
“independence”. The Sebe brothers reacted
by arresting and detaining more than 300
people, mostly trade unionists. Now they
are doing all they can to disorganise and
control contract workers: no strike, no
break of contract otherwise there will be
victimisation.

Then there was the van der Walt
Commission which recommended a “white”
corridor from Queenstown to East London
and this involved the relocation of nearly
250,000 Africans into the homeland.

This resulted in a state of affairs where
King Williamstown is completely surrounded
by the Ciskei except for a narrow strip of
land to the east which links it to the “white”
corridor running from East London to
Queenstown. King Willianstown is therefore
not part of Ciskei but Zwelitsha is. Zwelitsha
is no longer the *“capital” of Ciskei but
Bisho. (Bisho is a traditional name for the
whole King Williamstown magisterial area

6 including King Williamstown but today

it means a small part of this area which is
Sebe’s seat).

Bisho, the “capital” just outside
King Williamstown was described during
the “independence celebrations” as a tent
city, an independence stadium, piles of
building rubble, a half-completed parliament
and a hotel that Sol Kerzner’s builders are
rushing to complete for a banquet tomorrow
night: no piped water or proper sewerage,
electricity was tricky all the time, cooking
being done in portable kitchens. Everything
literally anything had to be bought in
in King Williamstown.

Bisho is about S5km from Zwelitsha
but the problem is that these S5km are
“South African territory”. A special transit
visa is required. The reality of this situation
hits you in the face when you consider the
cases of Charles Ngakula, MWASA's acting
president and Malusi Mpumiwana, a
theology student at Pietermaritzburg. They
had been prohibited to move or confined
to Zwelitsha by order. Their homes are in
Zwelitsha. This did not only mean that
Ciskeians are not South Africans — they
needed a transit visa to travel from one
side of the town to another — that is Skm.

Charles Sebe in a cynical way said
applications for visas to visit another
country were an international norm:

“If I visit America | must have a visa.”

The same thing happens everywhere in
the Ciskei. Mdantsane which is a location in
East London belongs to the Ciskei and
another location in East London, Duncan
Village, belongs to South Africa. Families
are therefore divided because they live in
different locations: people from the same
family can be South Africans and others
“foreigners’ — Ciskeians.

Conclusion

The Ciskei is a disaster area. The drought
is only part of the problem The water
shortage has become so severe that the
South African Defence Force and the
Ciskei Defence Force are cooperating to
distribute water as part of the drought



relief programme. Dams are dry, rivers
stopped flowing, crops are almost a total
fallure, grazing is virtually non-existent
and many head of livestock are unlikely to
survive the winter, water restrictions are
imposed. The situation is critical. The
Ciskei has always had to import food — the
drought has merely served to aggravate the
already serious socio-economic problems
in the area.

The authorities react to this situation
by banning countless numbers of people
who complain about this state of affairs.
Others are deported to “white” South Africa
or Transkei and back again. Others are
simply silenced by decree — the Ciskei
Legislative Assembly has barred the registra-
tion of a political party with less than
10,000 members.

Under these circumstances involvement
in the resettlement issue means personal
contact with uprooted people and to assist
families wishing to oppose enforced resettle-

ment, making representations to the authori-
ties at regional and other levels to halt
removals. Even this is a crime.

All the Ciskei authorities know is to
lie and this they do well. Rev. W.M. Xaba,
then Minister of Agriculture, told some
French businessmen in Paris that he was
a founder member of the ANC. But the
truth of the matter is that this gentleman
was born on August 16, 1930!

Ciskei’s policy of adherence to the
concept of the constellation of Southem
African States and Ciskei’s fight against
communism, the ANC and trade unions
means that the Ciskei is aping Pretoria,
especially the worst of racist South Africa’s
repressive legislation and uses it to the full
for detention without trial. Even this latest
arrest of Thozamile Ggwetha is an aspect
of this. Let us protest about these arrests.
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The successful conclusion of the 7th Summit
meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) in New Delhi on March 12 1983,
represented a major defeat for imperialism
and strengthened the progressive forces
in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

The clarity with which members of
the Movement have consistently identified
imperialism as the main impediment to
political independence, economic develop-
ment and peace has provoked various
attempts to undermine the unity of the
Movement, and diffuse its common purpose.
These attempts reached a shrill crescendo
in 1979 on the occasion of the 6th Summit
in Havana, and have been continued with
greater  vigour by  the Reagan
Administration.

Addressing the Summit, ANC President
Oliver Tambo .summarised the views
expressed by the majority of delegates:

“The world has become more turbulent
in the years since the Havana Summit. The
Non-Aligned Movement has been subjected
to stresses and strains calculated to tear it
assunder, and subjected also to hostile
manoeuvers aimed at its inner cohesion.
But its resilience has truimphed and its
collective might enhanced; and today,
New Delhi is playing host to the largest
number of countries and Heads of State
or Government in the history of the
movement.

“This is in no small measure due to

the dynamic and skilful leadership of the
outgoing Chairman of the Movement, the
great revolutionary, Comrade President
Fidel Castro Ruz, whose stubborn refusal
to bow to imperialist blackmail constitutes
a concrete expression of a fundamental
principle of Nan.Alignment.”

The 7th Summit brought together the
largest gathering of Heads of State or
Government the world has ever seen, and the
“New Delhi Message” adopted there was
unambiguous and clear:

“Our world is increasingly turbulent
and insecure. International economic
relations continue to be characterized by
inequality, domination and exploitation.
The gravity of the situation is evident in
the intensification of the arms race, in the
resistance of the strong to the initiatives
for change in favour of the weak, in great
power involvement in regional conflicts
and in the threat of a world wide nuclear

catastrophe.
“Peace and peaceful co-existence,
independence, disarmament and

development are the central issues of our
time, but peace must be based on justice and
equality, because the intolerable inequality
and exploitation established by colonialism
and imperialism remain the most important
causes of tension, conflict and violence
in the world.”
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President Tambo set out the role of national The Conference devoted considerable

liberation movements in addressing these
central issues. Referring to Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi’s characterisation of the
NAM as “history’s biggest peace movement”
he said:

“The national liberation movements,
though engaged in armed struggle, are an
intrinsic part of the international struggle
for peace: for security, the right to social
and economic development and peace are
dependent upon the attainment of
independence.

“It was this common understanding
between independent sovereign states and
national liberation movements that took
the ANC to Bandung and Belgrade and has
led to our continued participation in your
deliberations since then. Thus the struggle
against colonialism has been a primary
objective of this Movement, and must
remain on the agenda until the last vestiges

of alien rule are removed.

“By definition we are fellow
combatants of people fighting for national
independence, peace and  security
everywhere.”

By acclamation, the Conference

adopted a message of support and solidarity
with the National Liberation Movements
proposed by the newly elected chairperson
of the NAM — Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
(see box).

attention to the deteriorating economic
situation in many developing countries,
and noted that under the present iniquitous
world economic system the levers of power
are firmly in the hands of a few developed
countries and are often used to the
detriment of the developing countries. It
demanded immediate steps to save the
developing countries from the combined
effect of the world economic crisis and the
inherent inequity of the existing world
economic order. The Conference declared:

“Never before have the economic
fortunes of the developed and developing
countries been so closely linked together.
Yet many rich nations ... still refuse to
recognise that the economic revival of the
North is simply not possible without the
economic survival of the South. Solutions
to these problems must necessarily be
global.”

The Conference set as one of its

immediate tasks the struggle for a new
economic order through global negotiations.

Assessing destabilisation in Southern Africa
In Southern Africa, the people are
confronted by an incontrovertible truth
recognised by the founding fathers of the
Non-Aligned Movement: that the defence
and consolidation of independence is in-
extricably linked with the removal and

destruction of colonialism and racism. 9
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All the leaders of the states neighbouring
apartheid South Africa provided examples
that geographically illustrated that so long as
settler colonialism and racist exploitation
persist in South Africa and Namibia,
economic development and social emancipa-
tion in the region will be retarded.

The Prime Minister of Lesotho drew
attention to aspects of the apartheid
regime’s destabilisation policies in the
region.

“Being close to the situation, Lesotho
has watched with concem the gradual
ascendency of the military, and security
establishment to political prominence inside
South Africa. The army seems to have
acquired a free hand in carrying out acts
of aggression against neighbouring states.
Incursions into our countries by South
African military are carried out under
various code names such as the so-called
LLA in the case of Lesotho, MNR in
Mozambique and UNITA in Angola. The
aggressive moves are part and parcel of
South Africa’s total strategy to force us
into submissiveness.

“A new and sinister problem is being
posed in our region. Pretoria is now busy
seeking to bring her Bantustan satellites
into conflict with the neighbouring majority
-ruled independent states. These Bantustans,
with which Pretoria has signed so-called
“non-aggression pacts’’; are being fed with
malicious propaganda manufactured by
South Africa that the internal problems of
sabotage they are facing derive from opera-
tions of the ANC in neighbouring countries
such as Lesotho. But South Africa and the
Bantustans themselves know that this is
not true. What is the truth is that the
majority of those who have been forced into
the Bantustans, militantly reject the policy
of apartheid and Bantustanisation. As such,
it is they who are mounting the acts of
sabotage from inside South Africa and from
inside the Bantustans, not from Lesotho,
which is only a scape-goat.

“In this way the stage is being set
whereby South Africa will use these

o ALNALR 8 O

g

Bantustans as proxies in her attacks against
the neighbouring countries. The axis of
Pretoria and her Bantustans needs to be
watched with vigilance because it is part
of a threat to peace in Southern Africa.
In fact, as I speak, South Africa has opened
up new fronts of military aggression in
Bantustans such as Qwa Qwa in the north-
west of Lesotho, and southeast in the
Transkei. The use of Bantustans is intended
to force Lesotho to negotiate directly with
them whilst at the same time inducing their

recognition by the International
community.”

The Conference noted that continued
collaboration of western countries and
Israel with racist South Africa encouraged
its  intransigence. @ The  Conference
condemned the US policy of ‘constructive

engagement’ which “is aimed at countering
the intermational campaign for the total
isolation of apartheid South Africa.” Earlier
President Kaunda had aptly labelled this
policy as effectively *destructive engage-
ment” and President Tambo summarised
the consequences for Southem Africa of
the Reagan/Botha alliance:

“Strengthened by this new alliance, the
racist regime went on the offensive:

+ it aborted the Geneva talks on Namibia,
increased its military presence in that
country, committed new attrocities against
the population and became impervious to
international pressure;

+ inside South Africa repression has been
escalated with more frequent detentions,
torture, murder in prison, and new restric-
tions on freedom of movement and
expression, the banning of persons and
publications. Even you, Madam Chair, have
not escapted the attention of the racist
police. Just as this Conference was about
to open, a message you sent to South
Africans of Indian origin was banned and
students distributing it were arrested,
because that message was fully supportive



NON ALIGNMENT MOVEMENT
MESSAGE OF SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY WITH
NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

In opening the Seventh Summit Conference of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries at a time when peace is seriously threatened and is totally
non-existent for many who are struggling for their sacred rights to independence
and to build a better future; the Heads of State or Government meeting in New
Delhi India, paid a heartfelt tribute to the Palestine Liberation Organisation,
PLO, the South West People’s Organsation, SWAPO, and the South African
Liberation Movement, for the indefatigable and heroic struggles waged by their
leaders and members during the three years elapsed since the Sixth Summit
Conference and saluted the important victories scored by these freedom fighters
during this period.

The Heads of State or Govemnment solemnly renewed their staunchest
support and solidarity with their struggle and the commitment of the Non-
Aligned Countries with the attainment of Namibia’s independence, the elimina-
tion of the opprobrious apartheid regime in South Africa and the realisation of
the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to
establish their own sovereign.State.

The Heads of State or Government stressed and thanked these National
Liberation Movements for their valuable contribution to the realisation of the
common objectives of the Non-Aligned Countries, first and foremost, the
attainment of independence, peace, security and the right to economic and

social development for all peoples.

of the cause of the oppressed people of
South Africa;

+ assasination has become an instrument
of policy and members and leaders of the
ANC have been kidnapped or murdered
in South Africa and across the borders.
+ countries bordering on South Africa
and in the Indian Ocean have been subjected
to an intensified campaign of destabilisation
in which large numbers of bandit groups
have been used to direct aggression and
sabotage by racist forces.

and continued :

“The sole and exclusive aggressive force in
the region, the racist regime is offering to
sign non-aggression pacts with the victims
of its aggression even as it escalates its
offensive. But it is not peace that Pretoria
offers its neighbours. Emmulating the

zionists in Lebanon, who are also part of
a strategic alliance with Washington, the
apartheid regime demands the acceptance
of continued racist domination throughout
Southern Africa, as well as the expulsion of
the ANC from the region. The political and
economic price it demands for ending its
aggression would render valueless the hard
won victories of the liberation struggles in
Southern Africa.

“As a result the last and final stage of
the struggle for total decolonisation of
Africa has become more than a struggle in
1 or 2 countries — it has embroiled the
entire Southern African region. Perhaps
nowhere is the independence of so many
sovereign governments threatened simul-
taneously as in Southern Africa. Some
countries have never known peace.

11



“All of them are members of this Comrade President Samora Machel
Non-Aligned Movement. Madam Chair, on

no occasion has it been more important
than now to reassert the founding principles
of the Movement, and take united and

collective action in support of these member
states.”

The Conference condemned Pretoria’s acts
of open aggression and attempts at de-
stabilisation in Angola, Lesotho, Mozam-
bique, Zambia, Zimbabwe and other
independent African countries, and it
“commended the Frontline States and
other neighbouring states for their courage
and determination in the face of the brazen
intimidation of South Africa and called
upon the world community to provide all
possible assistance and support to these
countries to strengthen their defences as
well as creating conditions to avert blood-
shed in the whole of Southern Africa.”

Concluding his statement, President
Tambo expressed appreciation for the
support that members of the Non-Aligned
Movement has consistently given to the
African National Congress and said:

“The Namibian and South African
people owe a profound debt of grati-
tude for the sacrifices that have been
and are daily being made by the people

of this region and we urge support for D o E ‘
them.

“But we emphasise that their indepen- so u T H
dence and sovereignity, and prospects

for development will have meaning,

ATTACHK
Us ?

“In the name of the people of South
Africa — We pledge to do so!”




Below SECHABA publishes an extract
from the address given by Comrade
President Samora Machel at the Non-Aligned
Summit.

What does it mean when Pretoria talks of
ANC bases?

Those bases are inside South Africa itself:

* they are in Soweto when the Pretoria
regime marches forward with all its
military and police apparatus against
schoolchildren;

* they are in every township of South
Africa;

* each black family is an ANC base;

* each black man, woman and child
is an ANC base:

Hence,

*  The Pretoria regime goes to
Mozambique and attacks the residences
of refugees;

* it attacks Maseru, Lesotho;

in Maputo it murders a prestigious

South African lady intellectual and

scientist.

When South Africa sees ANC bases every-
where and acts this way we can understand
why: all those who oppose apartheid, be
they White or Black, Coloured or Indian,
are bases, subject to attack by the Pretoria
regime.

Apartheid is the nazism of our times.

Yesterday, when Hitler’'s nazi beast
raised its ugly head in Europe and
threatened to enslave the world, the whole
of mankind stood up and fought a full scale
war until the beast's complete destruction.

Today, when the nazi-fascist beast
raises its head in Southern Africa and
threatens the independent African states
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there is only the guilty silence of many
western countries. Why?

The homes of black families are
arbitrarily tumed into prisons and thei:
bedrooms tumed into cells by a simple
banning order issued by the racist regime.

Citizenship is withdrawn from Blacks,
their right to residence is withdrawn, they
are expelled from the cities and their homes
are razed to the ground with bulldozers.

South African prisons are experimental
laboratories of torture, where people are
murdered by the racist police, who there-
after issue a death certificate of suicide.

This is the South Africa which presents
itself as the defender and bastion of westem
civilisation in the region.

This is the South Africa of the
massacres in Sharpeville, Gugulethu, Langa,
Soweto, where hundreds of South Africans
are murdered indiscriminately for the simple
reason that they demonstrated against the
daily humiliation of apartheid.

This is the South Africa which
imperialism considers to be its strategic and
natural ally.

This is the South Africa which wages
an undeclared war against the People’s

Republic of Mozambique.

Madam Chairman,

Racist South Africa recruits thieves,
delinquents, drug addicts, murderers,

hoodlums, whom it trains, arms, equips,
finances, leads and infiltrates in the People’s
Republic of Mozambique.

These elements are trained in South
African military bases as an integral part
of the South African army. How do they
act?

* they attack and burn down villages,
steal the villager’s food and livestock;

* they bumn down schools, murder
teachers and kidnap pupils;
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* they destroy hospitals and murder the

medical staff;

they attack and burm down stores;

they blow up railways and mine roads;

they attack passenger trains and buses;

they destroy fuel tanks and cut down

power lines;

* they destroy tractors,
other means of production;

* they attack economic development
projects, and kidnap foreign technicians
from various countries;

* they kidnap, rape and kill the wives
and daughters of the peasants;

* they kidnap nuns. They kidnap
missionaries;

* they spread terror among the people
cutting off ears, tongues and breasts.

* & & &

trucks and

These are the armed bandits who attack
Mozambique and other countries of the
region. It is this extension of the South
African army that is presented as the opposi-
tion to the Government of the People’s
Republic of Mozambique. It is these bandits
that imperialism presents to the world as
the opposition to the people’s revolutionary
regime.

Why does South Africa attack us?

South Africa attacks us in the name
of Western civilisation, in the name of the
fight to check communist penetration.

This destabilizing action is systema-
tically extended to all the independent
states of the region. This action is aimed
at breaking down means of communications
due to their strategic importance for the
development of the region. It is aimed at

disrupting the activities of the members of
the Southern  African  Development
Coordination Conference (SADCC) and at
frustrating the efforts to create a system
of regional economic cooperation which
would free our countries from economic
dependency on South Africa.

The world knows only what is published
by intermational news agencies based in
South Africa. But our Movement must know
the real situation of the region.

South Africa has selected a part of its
Armed Forces, baptized it as the Lesotho
Liberation Army and infiltrated it in this
country to carry out acts of terrorism and
sabotage. The actions of this operational
detachment are complemented by the
direct and overt intervention of South
Africa’s regular forces. Proof of that are
the recent massacre of refugees in Maseru
and the blowing up of fuel tanks.

In Zimbabwe also, through armed
bandits, South  Africa carries out
destabilisation, sabotage, terror, and directly
uses economic blackmail.

Zambia, Botswana and Swaziland are
not exempted from such actions by South
Africa.

Seychelles, more than three thousand
miles away from South Africa is subjected
to repeated onslaughts of mercenaries sent
by the apartheid regime.

South Africa justifies these actions by
pretending to be under threat from the
neighbouring states. But what is it really
that threatens South Africa? The
independence of the states of the region,
freedom and dignity of the people, the
alternative anti-racial civilisation which
evolves in the region, that is the real threat
to apartheid.

Our schools, attended by children of all
races and religious creeds free of charge;
our hospitals where people of all colours
receive free medical care; our development
projects which will eliminate hunger and
poverty; the building of a nation in which
there is no room for racism tribalism and
all forms of discrimination; that is the
example which South Africa fears.
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Part 1

Since the early 1970’s the apartheid regime
has faced an increasingly serious political
and economic crisis. Within this climate
(both as cause and result) the struggle for
national liberation has advanced
dramatically. These factors, together with
the fundamental shift in the balance of
power in Southern Africa since 1974 and the
continuing actions of the international
progressive community, mean that the
survival of the apartheid state has been
more seriously threatened than ever before.

The aim of this article is to focus on
the role of the military in this process and
to trace the rise of its influence since the
mid 1970’s. Facts and figures regarding the
growth of the armed forces, military
spending and military operations throughout
Southern Africa have been fairly well
documented and are generally known.
Less precise information regarding the
nature and role of the military elite has
been forthcoming. This article therefore
attempts to collate the available informa-
tion in this sphere and raises the question

by A.W.

of whether it is sufficient in current analysis
to ascribe to the military the role of
‘increasing influence’ or whether i€is valid
to assert that the military has effectively
taken over control of state power. Is the
increasingly common reference to the
apartheid regime as a ‘military state’ useful
propaganda or does it mean what it says?

The ruling National Party came to
power in 1948 on the basis of a class alliance
between white farmers, workers and the
Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie. The subsequent
development of Afrikaner capitalism and
the inevitable merger of its interests with
‘English’ and international monopoly capital
led to increasing political struggle within
the ruling party and the emerging dominance
of bourgeois interests within this struggle.

During the 1960s and early 1970s the
escalation of national liberation struggles
throughout Southern Africa led to state
security becoming an issue of increasing
priority on the white political agenda, and
therefore brought the leaders of the armed
forces into greater political circulation.

15
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Up intil 1974 these leaders remained fairly
discreet in their public utterances, restricting
their opinions to their role in the
implementation of government policy.
During the mid-1970’s, however, the
generals began to use their public platforms
for political speeches which clearly reflected
a close alliance of interests between the
military and monopoly capital.

Swartgevaar becomes “‘Marxist threat”

This was not an arbitrary alliance. A number
of factors can be identified as being influen-
tial in its development. First, the training
and promotion procedures for officers
instituted in the South African Defence
Force (SADF) in the early 1950’s have
led to the formation of an elite grouping
of senior officers which corresponds to the
professional section within the ruling class.
In 1950 the Military Academy was
established as the SADF’s university to
increase the professionalism of the officer
corps in an increasingly complicated and
technological military structure. Graduation
from the Military Academy (or at least a
bachelor’s degree from a civilian university)
is now a prerequisite for promotion into
the senior ranks and the first graduates
of the Academy entered the top echelons
of the SADF in the early 1970’.

Secondly, the rapid expansion of the
military-industrial complex with an emphasis
on ‘private sector’ involvement, the
implementation of two key pieces of
security legislation — the National Key
Points Act and the National Supplies
Procurement Act — and the problem of
maintaining a balance in white manpower
deployment between the military and
the economy, led to increasing coordina-
tion and cooperation between the military
and monopoly capitalists. The joint
strategies that have been developed on these
matters of mutual concem required not
only an agreement on specifics, but had
to be the result of a common approach
to the economy in general.

Thirdly, as the defenders of the state

in a time of crisis, the military is interested
in militarily defensible policies. Describing
the ‘soldier’s-eye-view’, Lieutenant General
Dutton (ex-Chief of Staff Operations and
now Ambassador in Chile), one of the
architects of military strategy in recent
years, emphasises that: “It presumes a
realistic approach in so far as evaluation
is related to real situations, to present time
and place, to the feasible rather than the
desirable, and to success or failure in terms
of tangible results as opposed to rhetoric
and semantic apologies.”

This statement, made in 1977, is a
reflection of the military’s commitment
to dealing with crisis from a pragmatic and
functional point of view, even, if necessary,
at the expense of ideological sacred cows.
The generals no longer talk of the defence
of the Afrikaner volk from the swartgevaar
(black danger). From their platforms they
rally their forces for the defence of
capitalism against the ‘marxist threat’. As we
shall see, the economic and political policies
supported and propagated by the generals
are almost precisely those argued by the
captains of industry.

The rise of the generals

The modern military elite, led and
symbolised by General Malan (son of the
ex-chairman of Volkskas, schooled in
counter-revolutionary warfare in France and

the United States, ambitious politician) has

-entered the political arena with its class

loyalties clearly pinned on the generals’
shoulders.

The rise of the generals is Dbest
illustrated in a brief chronology of the past
decade. At the risk of simplicity, it places
the development of military ideology and
strategy and the entry of the military into
the struggle within the ruling class in the
context of the military’s primary interest:
state security.

Following the economic boom of the
1960’s the apartheid regime, under the
leadership of Vorster and his security
henchman van den Bergh, entered the
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Fred Regenass of Armscor cuts tape after completion of production of a new
quantity of MG-4 (early 1982)

1970’s with escalating threats to its stability:
deepening recession, increasing worker
militancy and mass political action:a general
strike and escalation of the armed struggle
in Namibia; and the collapse of Portuguese
colonialism in 1974/5.

Tensions within the ruling party
between ‘verligtes’ representing the interests
of monopoly capital (primarily led by the
Sanlam-backed Cape party) and
‘verkramptes’ (representing farmer, small

business and white worker interests and led
by the Transvaal Party), increased as a
result of ‘verligte’ arguments for political
and economic reform.

Vorster himself was not allied to either
faction and wandered aimlessly between
the two in his development of policy, his
primary concern being the maintenance of
party unity.

Tensions also developed between PW
Botha and the military on the one hand, and
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Vorster and van den Bergh on the other,
over formulation of security strategy. This
came to a head at the end of 1975 over
the debacle of the Angolan invasion. The
military were opposed to the invasion and,
once committed, were further angered by
the limitations placed on the scale of their
effort and the apparent failure of BOSS
under van den Bergh to make a ‘correct’
appreciation of US commitment to the
venture. The military came out of Angola
humiliated. The generals laid the blame
squarely on the imconpetence of the
Vorster/van den Bergh regime.

The generals had hardly finished licking
their wounds when the townships erupted
in June 1976. In their eyes the actions of
the policy, in particular the massacres of
hundreds of students, was a further indica-
tion of state incompetence. While never
publicly voiced, the military also held the
view outlined by industrialists (and put into
action by political pressure and the
formation of the Urban Foundation) that
the conditions leading to the uprisings
could possible have been defused by
appropriate  political and economic
initiatives. The generals went as far as
calling PW Botha, then Minister of Defence,
to a meeting where the possibility of a coup
was discussed. As it turned out a decision
was taken instead to launch a public political
oftensive.

The 1977 White Paper

It is within this context that the biannual
White Paper on Defence was published in
March 1977. The paper spells out the
threat -- “During the past two years there
have been far-reaching political, economic
and military developments in both the
global and regional context, with direct
implications for the Republic of South
Africa — and goes on the offensive in a clear,
if guarded, reference to the Vorster regime:
*“ ... due to the lack of coordinated national
action the result in many countries has been
total disruption of the national economy

and the psychological disruption of the
population.”

The Paper then spells out its objectives:
“It is therefore essential that a Total
National Strategy be formulated at the
highest level; It is the responsibility of the
State Security Council to formulate this
strategy; and this strategy requires the
inter-departmental coordination of the
complete spectrum of state activities.”

The Paper goes on to enumerate in
detail the Department of Defence’s view
of national aims, objectives and policies
before retiring to its normal and statutory
report on  military activities and
developments.

The three objectives laid out above
are each of them significant. First, in
demanding the formulation of a national
strategy the military was effectively accusing
the government of failing to respond to the
threat. This can be compared with the
1975 White Paper which, in its reference
to strategic policy, was content that “even
the most recent drastic developments in

Southern Africa required no radical adjust-
ments on our part.” The military was now

demanding such ‘radical adjustments’.

Secondly, the demand for the State
Security Council (SSC) to formulate strategy
was the military’s concrete organisational
challenge to the regime. The SSC was
legally constituted in 1972 to formulate
security strategy but was immediately
dropped as an executive structure due
to van den Bergh’s refusal to include the
military in regular strategic decision making.
(van den Bergh’s first major step as Vorster’s
security adviser had been to starve the
Directorate of Military Intelligence of
funds). The military thus saw the establish-
ment of the SSC ‘at the highest level’ as
its path into the executive.

Thirdly, the demand for inter-depart-
mental coordination was not merely a state-
ment of principle but a detailed programme
of action which in the view of the military
could only be carried out under SSC, i.e.
military, control.



The 1977 White Paper was therefore a
publicly stated proposal for a major restruct-
uring of state decision-making structures. It
did not, however, stand on its own. Two
days after its publication a Symposium on
National Security was held at the Institute
of Strategic Studies at the University of
Pretoria. The purpose of the symposium was
to “determine and describe the broad prob-
lem area of modern policy makers and
decision-makers in government..and to
examine what the broad policies, action
guidelines and appropriate operational strat-
egies in each of the conventional areas of
action, and their effective coordination
towards a national policy are and should be.”
It was attended by military officials and civil
servants, as well as influential academics.
Four foreign speakers — two retired US
colonels, a professor from the FRG Bundes-
wehr University and a British ‘expert’ on
Soviet military policy — presented papers,
suggesting more than a passing interest in the
regime’s demise from NATO. (While there is
no evidence it is highly likely that the sym-
posium was the ‘idea’ of the US.) The foreign
guests were outshone, however, by four South
African papers on the nature and the political,
economic and military aspects of national
security.

A ‘Turning Point.’
Whatever had been going on behind the
scenes, these four papers, in conjunction with
the White Paper on Defence, represented a
significant tuming point in the public expos-
ition of security ideology, policy and
strategy. The papers provided a detailed
explanation of the objectives laid out in the
White Paper and, in retrospect, can be seen
as laying out a specific ideological blueprint
for almost every state initiative taken in sub-
sequent years.

National security policy was defined by
M H Louw, Director of ISSUP, as “a trilogy
of foreign policy, military policy and dom-
estic policy, which require understanding
and conceptual integration at the formulating

and planning level and delicate orchestration
at the action level.”

The core areas of policy identified are
“internal law and order, the elimination of
major economic, social, ethnic or ideological
schisms and conflicts through political instit-
utions and processes and their evolution, an
acceptable degree of consensus on foreign
and military policy, a national economy
which can produce surpluses needed for the
military forces and a reasonably high national
morale deriving from a minimum feeling of
political solidarity or commonality of
interest among the various national groups.”

The overriding concern is security:
“While values and welfare give meaning and
purpose to national existence they are mean-
ingless if the nation-state does not exist as an
autonomous sovereign political entity. It is
the function of government therefore to
maintain the territorial integrity of the state
and the political, economic and social order,
to protect the lives and property of its
citizens and their organisations and to
increase the influence of the state.”

In his paper on political aspects, Prof-
essor G Olivier concluded that “it would be
politically stupid for South Africa to try and
solve its internal problems by opting for an
entirely new political structure. However,
modifications to the existing one must be
brought about expeditiously with the main
purpose and aim of giving all South Africans
a purpose and stake in the defence of South
Africa’s security.”

Professor J Lombard presented a detailed
list of economic policy considerations. He
argued that “if the maintenance of order
requires discriminatory provisions in our legal
system, these provisions must be defined in
terms of other characteristics directly correl-
ated to the maintenance of order.” On trade
unions, for example, he argues that “the sys-
tem of collective bargaining on the labour
market requires extensive further adjustment
to render it compatible with the needs of
solidarity among the permanent residents of

the Republic against the subversive activities
of foreign agents.”
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The nub of his argument is contained in
the thesis that “a clear distinction must be
drawn between the welfare functions of the
economy on the one hand, and the order
functions of the state over the economy on
the other hand. Welfare functions, i.e.
responsible participation in the processes of
income production and distribution, must be
decentralised as much as possible towards
individuals and collective bodies of individ-
uals who have enough common interests to
make collective decisions. Order functions,
on the other hand...cannot be improved by
public participation through ordinary demo-
cratic pressure.”

East—West Conflict.
Finally Lt General Dutton, then effectively

second-in-command of the SADF, dealt with
military aspects. Placing his remarks in a
global context — “Any local or regional
threat to the national security of non-Marxist
states is perceived as being more or less

.directly related to the bi-polarised East-West

conflict” — he redefines security functions:
“The traditional dividing line between
national security and national defence would
appear to have become obliterated. Accord-
ing to the classical concept, the military
aspect of national security comprised two
distinct and separate functions, namely,
national defence to ensure that the integrity
of the state will be defended against foreign
aggression,and support to the civil authority
in the maintenance of law and order intern-
ally. In the new perspective, however, civil
riots, strikes accompanied by violence, and
urban terrorism, are seen as guerrilla actions
aimed at military, political, economic or
psychological objectives, as part of the overall
assault.”

Arguing for state restructuring, he main-
tains that “The requirements for the applic-
ation of total strategy would appear to favour
a system of unified command, joint central
planning, decentralised execution and sus-
tained vertical and horizontal coordination.

This would apply not only at national level,
but at all different levels within all the diff-
erent spheres of operation. Conventional
organisations in democratic systems do not,
as a rule, lend themselves to these pro-
cedures. Therefore, organisational changes or
adaptation would appear to be imperative.”

And as for the SADF’s interest, “the
military role in National Security can no
longer be confined exclusively to the em-
ployment of armed force. It is broadened to
include contributory roles in virtually every
other sphere of strategic action, and specific-
ally in the psychological, economic and
political spheres.”

Military Control of State Power.

The arguments presented at this symposium
have been quoted at length because, far from
being just another academic conference, it
was clearly designed as a platform for the
generals, whether in person or by proxy, to
flex their ideological and political muscle.
The introduction of a National Security
Doctrine into stage centre was not the result
of arbitrary or abstract formulation, but the
entry of the military elite as serious con-
tenders for state power.

The Defence White Paper and the ISSUP
symposium cannot, however, be viewed in
isolation from other forces at play. 1977 also
saw the publication of a book by A D
Wassenaar, head of Sanlam (the largest
Afrikaner monopoly, and guiding light of
the Cape National Party), entitled “The
Assault on Private Enterprise: the Freeway
to Communism.” It was a bitter attack on
the policies of the Vorster regime.

The onslaught on the Vorster regime
from within the ruling class, combined with
the regime’s continuing inability to deal eff-
ectively with the escalation of mass political
and armed struggle following the uprisings of
1976, meant that his demise was assured. The
Muldergate scandal presented the means.
While no hard evidence exists, it has been
suggested that the scandal was initially fuelled
by Military Intelligence. Whatever the true



explanation. the furore created by what
were after all relatively innocuous exposures
of state corruption, was fanned by torces
within the ruling party. Both during the
scandal and in the subsequent election for a
leader to replace Vorster. it there wasn’t a
conspiracy there was at least a clear political
strategy to instal P W Botha. protege of
Sanlam and the SADF. in power. The entry
of ‘Pik’ Botha into the leadership contest.
for example. was a conscious effort to split
the vote of the powerful and reactionary
Transvaal party. for Connie Mulder. now one
of the champions ot the ultra-right.

P W Botha thus did not come to power
by chance. as a number of analysts have

argucd. As a shrewd politician in his own
right. he rode to power on the backs of the
industrialists and generals, and. once installed.
had immediate access to a spectrum of
policies already prepared by his sponsors.

(Part 2 of this article will deal with the milit-
arisation of the state under Botha.)
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Below we publish an agreement between the
ANC Joumalists' Circle and the Association
of Joumadlists of the German Democratic
Republic in the period 1983-1987.

Guided by the desire to develop and deepen
the friendly relations existing between the
joumnalists of the ANC and the GDR, and to
promote cooperation of solidarity as well
as exchange of experiences in professional
activities, the ANC Joumalists’ Circle and
the Association of Joumalists of the GDR
agree to conclude the following
for the period of 1983 — 1987.

The measures laid down in this agree-
ment are to contribute to enabling the
joumalists of the ANC and the GDR to
reach, by means of their journalistic work,
deeper understanding between their peoples,
and for the common struggle for
independence, permanent peace, and social
progress.

agreement

The two sides emphasize the necessity
to take all measures to lead by joumalistic
means, a joint struggle against the plots of
imperialism neo-colonialism, racism, and
zionism, to expose their aggressive policy

in the south of Africa in Middle
East, in Asia and in Latin America.
Therefore the two sides agree upon:

Article 1

The ANC Joumalists’ Circle and the Associa-
tion of Journalists shall, in the coming years,
increasingly exchange information on their
activities the results and experiences of
their work.

This includes:

+ documents of congresses and other
important events of the two organisa-
tions.
studies on training and post-graduate
training of journalists,

+ joumalistic literature etc.
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Article 2

3oth partners shall consult each other at
international joumnalistic events, implemen
ting their intemational cooperation on the
basis of the decisions of the Intemational
Organisation of Joumalists (10J).

Article 3

Both parties shall support the joumalistic
activities of permanent and temporary
correspondents of the partner organisation
in the framework of their possibilities.

Article 4

The Association of Joumnalists of the GDR
is prepared to offer young ANC journalists
scholarships in courses at the Intemational
Institute of Joumalism “Wermner Lamberz”,
College of Solidarity Berlin, according to
existing capacities. The costs for transport
shall be bome by the sending side.
Exceptions must be negotiated from case
to case.

Article 5

The Association of Journalists of the GDR
is prepared to fulfill the request of the
partner to contribute, in the framework of
its possiblilities, to the training of ANC
jourmalists in other countries by delegating
journalistic experts. Details should be
negotiated by the management of the
two organisations one year in advance.

This agreement is made out in English and
German, both copies being of equal validity.

This agreement shall come into force on
the day of signing and will be valid until
December 31st, 1987. It will be prolonged
automatically, unless one of the two sides
will give notice to terminate it.

Amendments must be witten down
and need the consent of both parties.

January 31 1983
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John Saul and Stephen Gelb: The Crisis in
South Africa (Monthly Review Press,
London 1981) 3
Sam C. Nolutshungu: Changing South Africa
—  Political Considerations (Manchester
University Press, 1982)

Harold Wolpe: Apartheid’s Deepening Crisis
(in Marxism Today. January 1983)

Reading much of what is currently being
written about South Africa. one is over-
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whelmed by a sense of deja vu. Many of the
themes one hears repeated with such dog-
matic assurance today are anything but new.
Most, if not all, are hackneyed restatements
of tunes one heard sung in the late 1940s,
the 1950s and even the 1960s. Then, as to-
day, commentators were drawing unwarren-
ted conclusions about the imminence of
dramatic political changes, based on a
rudimentary examination of changes in the
economic sphere.

Today, as in the past, we are told that
South African capitalism has developed to
an extent that it no long requires racism and
national oppression, which served it so well
during the earlier period of primitive accum-
ulation. Consequently, the wielders of
political power are revising their own racist
policies and adopting pragmatic principles to
accommodate the overriding needs of the
economy. Spokesmen of monopoly capital,
at home and abroad, mouth praise songs to
Botha as a courageous leader who has dared
to violate some of the most sacred racial
taboos of Afrikaner nationalism and is
initiating changes that run counter to every-
thing his party has stood for over the past
forty years.

The image of the racist ruling circles as
initiators of change has been peddled by
rightists, liberals, and, paradoxically, even by
leftists. Right wing and liberal commentators
are almost invariably fulsome in their praise
of Botha the ‘reformer.” Commentators on
the left, on the other hand, while accepting
the liberal myth of Botha's reformism, tend
to hedge their remarks with what can only
be called carping criticisms, pointing to this
or that shortcoming in the programme of
‘reform.” At the end of the day, both groups
agree that substantial changes, which require
everyone to reassess the situation, are afoot.

One does not find it surprising that right-
wingers and liberals portray Botha and his
regime as reformers. Both desperately wish
that this was in fact true. The fervour with
which they advocate his case betrays their
own ill-concealed fears of mass revolutionary
upsurge. More difficult to explain is the ad-

herence to this viewpoint of writers on the
left. One suspects that despite their political
views many such commentators lack confid-
ence in the capacity of the oppressed black
masses to liberate themselves.

Defining the Ruling Class

It is very tempting to see the South African
ruling class as an agency of change. Indeed,
some writers on the left have even had re-
course to Marx’s description of the bour-
geoisie as a revolutionary class to explain the
unfamiliar goings-on in Pretoria. Historical
precedent also appears to endorse this con-
ception when one recalls South Africa’s
bourgeois ‘revolution from above." The
works under review all address themselves
to the question of change and present a
withering critique of the liberal illusions
that have been fomented by the bourgeois
press, both in South Africa and the outside
world. '

Saul and Gelb are Canadian scholars
active in the solidarity movement in that
country. Their short but stimulating mono-
graph was produced under the auspices of
that movement. Of the two, John Saul is
internationally the better known. An old
stalwart of the cause of the African revol-
ution, he has authored a number of works
on African affairs, has taught for many
years in Tanzania, and has recently com-
pleted a term as lecturer at the Mozambique
Institute for Marxism.

Sam Nolutshungu is a South African
scholar now working in Britain, where he
has been resident since his release from a
term of detention under the notorious 90
days clause of the Sabotage Act in the mid-
sixties. A committed anti-imperialist fighter
and opponent of racism, he has produced a
number of studies on Southem Africa, and
serves on the eidtorial board of the Journal
of African Marxists.

Harold Wolpe is a long-standing member
of the ANC, and the veteran of numerous
campaigns. He presently works in Britain,
where he has won recognition as one of the
most original South African Marxist scholars



for his extensive writings on the South Af-
rican state.

In short, what we have here are works
by academicians all of whom are committed
to the cause of liberation, and have, in their
various ways and in different capacities,
made their contribution to that cause.

A Crisis of Profundity

The main thrust of Saul and Gelb’s argument
is that the South African racist regime is
passing through an ‘organic crisis.’ This is a
term they have borrowed from the writings
of Antonio Gramsci, the founder of Italian
Communism. It is intended to convey the
idea of a crisis of such profundity that in
order to survive it the incumbent ruling class
has to construct a whole new set of policies
and programmes. This crisis, they argue, has
been precipitated by the internal dynamics
of South African monopoly capitalism.
These have led on the one hand tothe emerg-
ence of an Afrikaner monopolist class with
class aims and objectives similar to those of
the other, non-Afrikaner fraction of mono-
poly capital. On the other hand, the develop-
ment of capitalism has created a new econ-
omic climate in which South African capital
needs new intenal and external markets for
its growing secondary industry, especially in
durable consumer goods. However, these in-
ternal contradictions are unfolding in a
context of pressures from the masses, and
have consequently thrown the whole system
into a deep crisis which the ruling class will
not be able to resolve except by so restruct-
uring social relations that a new ‘historical
bloc,’ representing a new political consensus,
emerges. It is in these terms also that they
interpret the regime’s ‘total strategy,” which
they insist must not be seen as a hastily
cobbled together attempt to shore up the
rickety structures of apartheid.

How Can Change Come About?

Sam Nolutshungu addresses himself, it
would appear, to much of the writing that has
come out of the Southern Africa Programme
at Yale University in the U.S.A. He himself

spent a few years there as a research fellow,
and his book bears the stamp of that acad-
emic setting. Unfortunately, he has allowed
this to affect his style, which is so academic-
ally stilted as to render him virtually unread-
able. His work which is otherwise a valuable
contribution to an ongoing debate, is thus
inaccessible to precisely the millions who
form its subject matter.

Nolutshungu takes issue with the much
touted argument that peaceful change in
South Africa is both a desirable and realiz-
able political objective, which could, if
pursued, result in the abolition of racial opp-
ression. He, quite correctly, says that no one
rejects peaceful change. The question is and
will continue to be: ‘is it a realistic option?’




Change, Nolutshungu argues, that is both
meaningful and substantive will not come
from the South African ruling class because
of the particular institutional constraints
within which both these must operate. To
implement any change, the state must have
the support of the majority of the Whites,
who will want guarantees that such change
will not threaten their real or perceived
interests. Whether or npt the dominant
monopoly capitalist class desires and is press-
ing for change is not the question. In ex-
change for political and social backing from
the other classes of Whites, the monopolists
have given them certain privileges and pre-
rogatives which in practice amount to a veto
power over measures they find unacceptable.
At the same time there is a yawning gulf
between the aspirations of all sections of the
Black community and the ‘reforms’ contem-
plated by the ruling class. Except for a very
tight circle of paid functionaries — Bantustan
‘leaders,” administrators, and their urban
counterparts in the community councils —
no Blacks are committed to collaboration
with the regime.

Resistance to oppression has on the
other hand been kept alive despite massive
and brutal repression. Resistance leads inex-
orably to armed confrontation, not because
the liberation movement is bloodthirsty, but
because the overturning of the institutions
of national oppression requires more than
the substitution of Black for White faces in
the centre of political power.

“...whether it is mobilised in nationalist

or in socialist terms it entails repossession

and dispossession, the seizure of mater-

ial assets...” (p. 67)

Violence, the midwife of the new social
order, is therefore the necessary means of
coercion to be wielded by the oppressed
majority  against the ruling minority to
make it submit to the popular will. Efforts
on the part of the regime and its imperialist
allies to co-opt a section of the Black middle
strata are eleventh-hour counter-insurgency
measures rather than substantive attempts to
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Apartheid — Reformist Posture

Wolpe’s contribution to the debate is a
relatively short article published in the Jan-
uary issue of Marxism Today, the theoretical
journal of the British Communist Party. In
spite of its brevity this is an article that
bears close study because its author packs a
great many ideas and arguments into a few

pages.

According to Wolpe, the crucial question
is not whether or not the changes being
undertaken by the racists are real, but rather
why they are being introduced at all. His
answer to this consists of two parts.

South African monopoly capitalism, he
contends, is experiencing a period of re-
adjustment characterised by the transition
from labour to capital intensive methods of
production. This coincides with the converg-
ence of the Afrikaner monopoly capitalist
class with other fractions of white monopoly
capital, which has made it possible for the
state to adopt a more sophisticated policy,
replacing that of blanket repression, with re-
gard to the black urban working and petty
bourgeois classes. Simultaneously with these
changes in the ruling class, the system as a
whole is faced with an increasingly effective
challenge from below in the shape of mass
struggles complemented by and co-ordinated
with armed struggle to overthrow apartheid.
It is these pressures that have forced the
regime to evolve its ‘Total Strategy,’ as a
means of resolving the internal contradictions
thrown up by capitalist development while
holding the line against mass insurgency.

The ‘reformist posture’ of the regime
should not, however, be dismissed out of
hand because it inadvertently does reflect an
aspect of reality. One of the unintended con-
sequences of the ‘new dispensation’ is that
the regime has opened up new arenas of pol-
itical struggle that the liberation movement
had lost, for example the trade union front.
It is our task, therefore, to take account of
these developments rather than ignore them
as unimportant.



“Total Strategy’

There are large areas of agreement between
the work of Saul and Gelb, on the one hand,
and Wolpe on the other. They stress that
there arg real material forces underlying the
reform rhetoric of the regime. They seem to
agree also about the relationship between
these forces and the ‘Total Strategy,” which,
they underline, is not merely a hastily thrown
together concoction, but a well reasoned de-
fensive strategy. This strategy, they say, has
three elements — co-optation of sections of
the Black petty bourgeoisie through oppor-
tunities to expand and accumulate some
wealth; dispersal and containment of the
black urban working class by stabilising one
portion (the Section 10 exemptees) while
bludgeoning the other portion either into
migrancy or marginalisation in the Bantu-
stans; direct incorporation of the monopol-
ists into the state apparatus while strength-
ening the executive at the expense of other
branches of the state.

Who are the Black Petit-Bourgeoisie?

A reader who is familiar with the history of
South Africa during the 20th century will
have one great difficulty with these views:
who exactly are this black petty bourgeoisie
which apparently is being encouraged to stake
out its small claim for a share in the spoils of
exploitation? In conventional usage the term
conjures up images of small property owners,
shopkeepers, members of the professions
and so on. Except for a handful of Indian
merchants, it is hard to find a stratum of
blacks which conforms to this image.

True, individual Blacks have over the
decades been allowed to glean a few pickings
left over by white capital — in the urban
townships, in the Bantustans — but the pre-
carious, hand-to-mouth existence of these
businessmen can hardly be termed encour-
agement from the regime. When one exam-
ines more closely the impact of both racist
legislation — the land acts, the much amended
franchise laws the group areas acts, etc —
and the unequal competition of well en
dowed white monopoly capital on this

stratum of the black community, the picture
that emerges is one of systematic grinding
down and ruination. To take some typical
statistics: since the passage of the Group
Areas Act in 1951, 830 Indian traders in
Natal lost their licences to trade, 2 226 in
Transvaal, 943 in the Cape. African urban
traders still have to renew their licences ann-
ually and the numbers of coloured traders
are so small as to be of no consequence.

When we leave the arena of broad gen-
eralisation and concretely analyse this so-
called black petty-bourgeoisie, we find that
the majority are poorly trained teachers and
nurses. Controlling little productive property,
this stratum of Blacks has one marketable
commodity that marks it out from the work-
ing class — professional skills. True, in recent
years one or two individual Blacks have been
brought in on to the board of directors of
the Anglo-American Corporation. But surely
such measures are more degrading than the
rankest forms of tokenism. Neither Saul
and Gelb nor Wolpe can make out a convin-
cing case for their co-optation thesis.

Thinly Disguised Economism

In the opinion of this reviewer, their en-
thusiasm for a materialist explanation
behind Botha’s reformist posturing has
tempted them into a thinly disguised econ-
omism that assumes a direct causal relation-
ship between the shifts they detect in the
economy and the regime’s changing pol-
itical tactics. This blinds them also to the
essentially reactive nature of many of the
measures the regime has adopted in recent
years.

To take one example, the recommend-
tions of the Wiehahn Commission were not
so much an initiative taken by the regime in
response to the needs of monopoly capital as
a rearguard action in the hard fought class
battles of the early and mid seventies. Often,
spontaneous working class action at the point
of production had rendered dysfunctional
the whole panoply of repressive laws that

the regime had emploved to disperse the 27



28

trade union movement of the 1950s. Wiehahn
was the means the regime devised to come to
terms with these new realities, and an att-
empt to contain the rediscovered strength of
the working class. Judged from this perspect-
ive, much that the ruling class and the racist
state propose and have already implemented
are an attempt to keep pace with an ex-
tremely fluid situation, in which they can no
longer take their opponents for granted.

Saul and Gelb, and, to a lesser extent,
Wolpe, also have the annoying habit of mis-
construing the ruling class’s wishful thinking
and fine sounding rhetoric as reality. Invar-
iably, all the quotes about ‘giving them
(black middle strata) a stake in society’ are
from ruling class sources. Though elements
of the black petty bourgeoisie are stigmatised
as a potential fifth column, or likely defect-
ors from the broad liberation alliance, they
are rarely allowed to speak for themselves.
Rather these motives are imputed to them
on the basis of the ruling class’s half-baked
schemes and ill-conceived scenarios. These
are grave shortcomings in analysts writing in
the Marxian tradition, which insists on con-
crete analysis. Nolutshungu handles this
question more satisfactorily by adopting
precisely this approach. Recognising the
distance between pious hopes and the lived
reality of white domination experienced by
the black petty bourgeois and worker alike,
he concludes that ruling class schemes of
‘elite accommodation’ have little prospect of
success, because, in the last instance, they

demand  acquiescence in  continued
domination.
Centrality of the National Question.

All the authors under review agree that a
broadly based national movement embracing
different classes is indispensable in the South
African context. The seminal role the black
working class will play in a South African
revolution is equally recognised and accep-
ted.

None of them, however, seems to grasp
the centrality of the national question to the
revolutionary struggle. Throughout their

work, Saul and Gelb employ a term fraught
with severe limitations — ‘racial capitalism’—
to describe the South African social form-
ation. Nolutshungu is keenly aware of the
colonialist origins of the institutions of
national oppression, but their role as instru-
ments of the domination of monopoly cap-
ital seems to delude him. The terminological
inadequacies of Saul and Gelb lead them
into speculations about the relative weight
of the various class forces that constitute the
ANC, while Nolutshungu tends to treat the
multi-class nature of the liberation movement
as unproblematic. The tendency to regard
the sense of national grievance in a purely
instrumentalist light on the part of Saul and
Gelb betrays a very shallow conception of
the relationship between the national and
class aspects of the liberation struggle.

Most of the above is generally accepted
in the ranks of our movement, but I would
suggest that this is no cause for complacency.
Much of the confusion found amongst our
friends in the international community is
probably attributable to the imprecise terms
our movement’s discourse is usually couched
in. Though we all employ the formulation,
‘colonialism of a special type,” how many
have really bothered to define it? Have we
examined all its possible permutations? Is
there only one way to interpret this, or are
there several? What implications does this
formulation have for the question of class
leadership over the liberation movement as a
whole? All these are questions we must ask
and find answers to, because in the last
instance, it is only the South African lib-
eration movement that can definitively
resolve all these issues.
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Luck plays its part

in history
by ANC Veteran

L R L P

In this, the third and last of our series, a
veteran of the ANC recounts a story which
was told to him, about Nelson Mandela
during the early sixties, when he was dis-
guised as a chauffeur, and evading the police.

Several months had elapsed since the call
for a national convention. The historic meet-
ing in Pietermaritzburg had been a great suc-
cess. The answer to the call for a three-day
strike had unquestionably shown that the
mood of the people was militant.

The underground was being organised,
but at very great risk. Every policeman in
the country had been issued with Mandela's
photograph.
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Life for him was rough and difficult.
Every move had to be calculated, and made
with precision. The comfort of home life
had been abandoned, and what was most
painful was to be away from his wife and
children. Discarding his usual clothes for
those of a chauffeur was a bit strange, and,
at times, uncomfortable, but not such a great
sacrifice, though change of uniforms was not
always easy. Moving around at night, and,
when necessary, by day, created its own
problems. Sleeplessness had become second
nature to him now, but he had constantly to
fight against lapses at the wheel in that dan-
gerous state of tiredness.

As he drove back to the township late
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one night, the driver was aware of the great
risk facing him. This had been an emergency
meeting. It had been imperative that he att-
tended, for the whole plan of action against
the oppression of the regime had been on
the agenda. The message had come to him,
and there had been no time to summon any
comrade to accompany him.

Important decisions had been taken. He
had to get back to his hideout, otherwise the
whole network and timing would be upset.
The work in the area depended on his being
able to retum.

On the left hand side was a deep sluit
which ran the length of the road beyond
the first houses. It was a tarred road, and in
the darkness he could just make out what
appeared to be a road block ahead. As his
headlights focused on the scene, they re-
vealed a picture that sent a chill through
his body. He pulled up his coat collar, ad-
justed his chauffeur’s peaked cap to cover as
much of his forehead as possible, and leaned
over to make sure that the left hand door
was unlocked. If necessary, he would drive
the car into the sluit and take his chances
from there.

Lately, there had been a very obvious
recruitment of policemen to this and other
townships. The ‘blackjacks’ were obviously
well briefed and on the alert. This was the
first road block in the area. And it was near
midnight.

As he stared ahead, he saw a couple of
vehicles being inspected by these uniformed
policemen. There was no way of breaking
through, as there was only a narrow part of
the road on the right hand side where any
gap appeared at all, and even this was heavily
guarded. The only chance was that his dis-
guise would suffice, but failing that it would
be a wild dash up that sluit, with a very slim
chance of escape.

He drew up behind the vehicle ahead,
and waited tensely to see what would
happen. What a rotten bit of luck, to be
trapped in this manner after all the other
successes! And there was no way to warn the
other comrades, who would not know what
had happened.

Suddenly, one of the policemen de-
tached himself from those so thoroughly
searching the car in front, and came over.
Comrade Nelson braced himself for emer-
gency action, but decided to play it by ear.
The policeman signalled to him to lower the
side windows, then walked round the car
very slowly, looking in at the back seats and
in the boot. He came round to the driver’s
side again, and, very deliberately, put his
head through the window so that he could
peer directly into the face of the driver.
Holding this position, he asked him what he
was doing and where he was going.

Then, suddenly, his expression changed,
a sign of recognition appeared in his eyes, his
stern expression turned into a slight smile.
Without waiting for a reply to his question,
he pulled his head out of the window, looked
ahead to where all the other policemen were
still busy, looked back at the tense Comrade
Mandela, and tersely said, “Quickly go round
and past the side of the other vehicles —
don’t wait.” With that, he signalled the
policemen ahead to lift the barrier and let
the car through immediately.

It was later learned that road blocks had
been set up throughout the whole province,
specifically for the capture of the Black
Pimpernel, as Mandela was being called at
that time.

The policeman had shown where his real
sympathies lay. He was a very rare bird in-
deed, as most of the others were clearly the
stooges of their white masters. Luck some-
times plays its part in history.
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THE RUTH FIRST MEMORIAL TRUST

In honour of Ruth First,who was assassinated in Maputo on the 17th August,
1982 the Ruth First Memorial Trust intends to create a resource centre to

service and support the study of the history, economics and sociology of
Sourth Africa and of other countries in Southern Affrica.

The centre will:

Be particularly concemed to copy and transmit materials concerned with

such studies to institutions in Africa, and to make them available to scholars
and others who are not affiliated to universities.

Act as a trustee for the papers of Ruth First, and other papers and documents
donated, lent to, or purchased for, the centre.

Establish the centre initially at a university or other suitable location in

Britain where its collection can be housed safely until circumstances properly
permit its transfer to South Africa.

Organise occasional lectures in the name of Ruth First.

Provide travel and research grants for suitable candidates to study at the
centre.

Fund suitable projects and, as appropriate, publish their findings.

Donations should be sent to:

Ruth First Memorial Trust,
c/o Ronald Segal,

Old Manor House,

Manor Road,

Walton-on Thames,
Surrey,

England.



ALGERIA
5 rue Ben M'hidi Larbi
ALGIERS

ANGOLA
PO Box 3523,
LUANDA

BELGIUM
9c Rue de Russie, 1060
BRUXELLES

CANADA

PO Box 302, Adelaide Postal
Station, TORONTO,

Ontario M5C-2J4

CUBA

Calle 21a NR 20617
Esquina 214 Atabey,
HAVANA

EGYPT

2 Ahmad Hishmat Street,
Zamalek,

CAIROD

ETHIOPIA
PO Box 7483,
ADDIS ABABA

GERMAN DEM. REP.
Angerweg 2, Wilhelmsruh, 1106
BERLIN

GERMAN FED. REP.
Postfach 190140
5300 BONN 1

INDIA
Flat 68 — Bhagat Singh Market,
NEW DELHI -1

ITALY
Via Capo d'Africa 47,
00184 ROME

MADAGASCAR
PO Box B0
TANANARIVE

NIGERIA

Federal Government Special
Guest House, Victoria Island,
LAGOS

SENEGAL
26 Avenue Albert Sarraut,
DAKAR

SWEDEN
PO Box 2073, S - 103 12,
STOCKHOLM 2

TANZANIA
PO Box 2239 DAR ES SALAAM
PO Box 680 MOROGORO

UNITED KINGDOM
PO Box 38, 28 Penton Street,
LONDON N1SPR

UNITED STATES
801 Second Avenue, Apt. 405
NEW YORK, NYC 10017

ZAMBIA
PO Box 31791, LUSAKA

Published by the Africon Mational Congress of South Africa, P. O. Box 31791 LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
Printed by the Druckersi “Erich Weinert’, 2000 Neubrandenburg, G.D.R.






