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From Cactane to Spinofa, JONAS MALHETRO SAVIMBI, feader of U.N.I.T.A.
have been — and sill {8 — a faithful agent of Pontuguese colonialism




(Translated from AFRIQUE-ASIE, 1© &1, §-21 July 1974).

THE LONG-STANDING TREACHERY OF U.N.I.T.A,

On 17 June, a ceasefire was reached beotween the UNIAO NACIONAL PARSA A INDEPENDENCIA
TOTAL DE ANGOLA (U.N.I.T.A.) and the Portuguese army in order to “oncate a favout-
abfe climate for a political dialoaue with a view 1o nestoring peace!. hmazing,
when at the same time the MPLA, FRELIMO and PAIGC made the cessation of fighting
dependent on recognition of the independance of the "overseas Portuguese provinces’ |

Less surprising, on the other hand, was the fact that UNITA and its President Jona
Savimbi, suddenly found themselves being crowned with laurel wreaths by the General
Staff of the Portupuese forces. The Commander-in-Chief stated in Luanda: "0§f the
three Liberation movements, UNTTA, at Least necently, has been the one that has

put up the most vigourous nesistance to us 4in the East.” (1) Another officer said:
"The neswlts ug the talks between Sauimbi and the Commanden-in-Chief of Launada arc
being studied by the Portuguese Governmont." (2) Spincla, whe vnooedved with gheat
pleasure the Letter sent Lo him by the Leader of UNTTA", may have found the "trusty
he needed to "leave the knives in the cloakroom" and put an end to the fighting be-
tween the TURRAS (3) and TUGAS (4). In point of fact, this is not the first time
that Jonas Savimbi has got himself talked about.

The OAU Assembly of Head of State was held in Cairo in July 1964. Holden Roberto,
President of GRAE (5), was there accused, with supporting evidence, of "coflusion
with Amendican imperiafists". Who wes his accuser? Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, "minister
for foreign affairs", GRAE's left wing and Holden's right-hand man. He cited names
and irrefutable facts proving that the FNLA had been infiltrated to the core by the
CIA.

Was this "assimilado”" from Bi&, who had been through the universities of Lisbon and
Lausanne and come out with a degree in political science and law, going to join the
MPL4, which he had none too insistently contacted in 19607 No. On 12 December 1964,
with about twenty of his confederates, he issued a "™anifesto of the Friends of
Angola" (AMANGOLA), in which he proclaimed his desire "{0 coopenate sincerely with
alf politico-militany bodies of Angolan patniots both inside and outside the coun-
thy", since "a good Angofan never kiLEs anothen Angolan”.

Advocating active struggle "fo iscbate Porntugal in the wonfd”, and denouncing "any
collaboration with Portuguese cofonialism", AMANGOLA asserted that it wanted to
“prepare the country 10 [...) fonge a permanent spinit of stauggle, as the sofe
guarantee of the cstabfishment of aPEOPLE"S POUEF after the PEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION' .
It was putting out feelers. On 13 May 1966, in the centre of Moxico, Savimbi created
his own movement — UNITA, But the red buds of AMANGOLA speech burgeconed and were
embellished with Chinese petals. The word of Savimbi were coloured by the thought of
Wao-Tsé-toung. 'Refying on one's fonces", "people’s wan”, "internal contradietions”,
nahe ecomreet sofution". The charter issued at the close of the August 1973 Congrass
was no more than selected passages from the Little Red Book. The Prngramme” was alsn
ambiticus, deseribing in broad outline the features of a state worthy of "the finess
nevolutionany thaditions of a peoples demochacy”.

Text after text, one lampoom and manifesto after ancother, the flamboyant ideclogicel
architecture showed two dominant emphases which were as contradictory as they wera
peremptory: an obsessive dissociation from other liberation movements in terms nf
theory coupled with a plea for the unity flaunted by the organisation's name.

Was UNITA then the most revolutionary experience of Angolan nationalism? The gques*“
tion was asked,.. and it was asked of us. Why were we suspicious when many committead
publications throughout the world were carrying Savimbi's stirring prose? When sSOmE
anti-imperialist governments were helping it both vocally and financially? Today we
are in a position to provide proof that they were mistaken and to let our readers
judge for themselves. Two conclusions can be drawn from the four uncontestably
letters we were able to obtain after 25 Abril and which we publish below.
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1. The new Portuguese regime, despite the statements of some and the promiscs of

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(7)

(8)

others, is tossing from the colonial dice-box the dice already shaken by its
fascist predecessors: by making much ‘ade about a fictitious cesgefire, it is
reactivating UNITA.

. Its president, Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, has st least since 1972 been an agent

of the Portuguese and their policy, regardless of the upe and dwwms of that
policy. The manner in which he has toed their line is obvious. At the time
wvhen the letters' were written, he echoed Marcello' Caetanc's repressive plan
which Generzl Cunha was entrusted with carrying out. He then supported the
cheories of “social advancement” and “integration™ for the population.” The
MPLA then beceme Enemy Number One, snd UNITA's chief task was to try to des-—
troy it,

He concluded his speech at the August 1973 Congress with the following words:
"I this wan ends in wictorny for' the Angofan forces, it wiff Pead fo the tofal
annéhibation of the sthuctwies pafoblished (n our countrny by the Portuguese.

1§ the conffict ends in co mise, it will Leave hehind the sceds from which
neo-coboncalism wilt grow. Therefone, in orden (...) fo buikd a different and
betten society, Angofans must inffict a kel defeat on the cofonial army and
the conflict must cnd in the totaf nout of Portuguese colonéalism." Yet in &
letter dated 9 June, Savimbi idontified himgelf with Spincla's scheme (6).
"UNITA favours a petdod duning which the. Angolan people may be prepared fon
democracy, "1t 4 therefone essontial that the Liberation movments take part
in.a campaign to cducate the people with a view of ending the war(7) "It &5
very esae Lo speak of immediate indepcndance for ‘ngola, but on nature &eﬁt’ea—
tion about the probloms that besct the hitth of a state and, what i1 more,
when that siate beans the name of Argofa, there 48 everysreason to be cau-
Lious.” (B) This is what doubtless convinced him that "the pess of deco-
Lonisation in Angola, if Lt i to te genu.im must be made the sole tesponsa-
bility of the Portugucse government...' 18). '

IS TREACHERY TOO STRONG WORD? _
' JACK BOURDERTE

FOATHROTES
"Dianio de Noticias = 27 June 1174,

0 Seculo €7 Juwe 1974
Teanorisds 4n josfuguese military teaminology.
Team u.aid by the guenndilias to denofe Portugusse soldiens.

Aamﬂﬂ;.n Rawmnmy Governmendt in exdie", ercated inm Laﬂpaiduﬂ.- on 5
pril 1962,

The scheme which Silvino Silvenio Maﬂqm has now berm enmm{r-:d i th imptzman.t
ing. Indeed with whom did Jonas Savimbi reach @ ceascfire 44 noi with this
formen coloned and govemwnor of Angola of the 196087 Havina €4 with Kaulza
de Anriaga, suspoeted affen 25 Apnil of planning a righi-wing counten-coun,
anrested and then nealesed, he has once agoin been ngpm’n.ted goveanor of An-
gola, Could one imagine amy more perfecd exampfe of “change in continuify"?

C§. Franco Pinheino, Commander-in-Chied of Portuguese fonces in Angofa  In
order to make it casier for members of ‘the liberation movements to. come out
into the open, all military operations which might endanger their lives hawe
béen suspended." (Luanda,”’'Q Comerciol 18 May Iﬂ?dh, and nntﬂnLa de. Spinola
in his speech of 11 June 1974,

Letter Lo Canlos Pereins Mendes, conimmndm J:'.n Luse uﬁ Provineda de a‘.-.gaila.'
pubfished on 13 June 1974




DOCUMENT "A"

LETTER FROM

JONAS SAVIMBI

TO GENERAL LUZ CUNHA
26TH SEPTEMBER 1972

Memorandum adressed fo His Excellency
Genetral Luz Cunha (1), Commandet Ln
Chied of ithe Awmed Forces in Angola,
for the attention of His Excellency
Generaf Pettancournt Rodrigues (2),
Commander of the Easfern Milifary
Aea.

Your Excellencies,

Before entering into considcrations of a pratical nature,
and continuing the contacts which we maintain, I would like Your Excellencies
to transmit my deepest respects on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of
the comming to power of His Excellency Professor Marcello Caettano, President
of the Council of Ministers. 1 would also like to take this opportunity to
send my congratulations to General Luz Cunha on the nominatiom to the high
responsability of Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces in Angola.

The difficulties of the clandestine struggle, the reality
of life in Angola and the perspectives of a fair solutiom to the problems
that affliet the people of our country allow me to imagine the final result
of what is happeninog in Angola. _

How ever long it may take to achieve a final solution, we
are certain that the authorities are already in a victorious positiom, becau—
se of the enormous means at their disposal (...), the police of "renovation
in the continuity' practised by the Government (...).

So far as we are concerned, we want a decisive end to the
war in the Eastern Region. We have done all that is in our power ro weaken
the strength of the common enemy (...)}.

Our ansglysis lead to name MPLA as the main obstacle to peace,
not only in the East, but in the whole territory of Angola. First hand inform-
ation which we have at our disposal leads us to believe that MPLA. is preparing
further ambushes and operations against the Armed Forces, against UNITA, and
that it intends to dislodge UPA (3) from Zzire (...) by means of unification
manoeuvres between MPLA and UPA.

Zaire knows that MPLA, as well as disledging it UPA protegés
from the Angolan border areas, will alse shortly begin subversion against the
Kinshasa regime itself. President Mobutu's discretion is based on two factors:

a) the position that Americans may take faced with this uni-
fication manceuvre of MPLA and UPA, but history has shown often enough that
{merican poligies are very inconsistent, they alwavs act late and only when
their interests are involved. In the fast and loose which exists between the
preat powers and the OAU, nobody can be sure that the United States wom't,
once again, make caleulating error with respect to the African problem.

b) the policieal mistakes that, through ambition, Genmeral
Mobutus risks making in Zaire, that will be nor favoured by his army, errors
that are fatal for the weak regimes of our independent Africa.

The Rabat 0AU Conference, om llth June 1972, and that in Dar
es Salaam on 10th September 1972, continued to put pressure on Zaire to accept
YPLA in Kinshasa, using the same manceuvres of unification of the two movements.

We know wery well that there are great differences betwaen
MFLA and UPA, but on tha other hand UPA is just looking for new support within
the OAU to end its isolation over the past five years. The diplomatic strengh
of MPLA is greater than that of UPA (...) and we can see that has happened in
UNESCO for Angola, as well as in the UM, where there are new developments
foreseen to have the liberation movements accepted as observers in the world
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organisation. This inconvenient situation results from the official recognition
of relations betweer the UN and the DAU, Thus one can understand how a UN dele-
gation could be in Guinea (Bissau) (4). And this manceuvre will not stop there,
for the same commifsion proposes to wisit the areas liberated by MPLA and FRE-
LIMO,

The Dar es 5alaam Conference has ratified the assignement of
parts of countries neighbouring Angola, Mozambique and Guinea for the liberat-
ion movements to be shle to operate freely and set up their admnistrative bodies,
such as: hospitals, schools,and training camps. This resolution, proposed by Zam-
bia and Tanzania, is within the context of the policy adopted by the Zambian
Government to evacuate the border areas of Angola, Mozambique and Catema Mulilo
announced on 18 August 1972.

UNITA continues with its cells of activists in Zambia in spite
of the hostile attitude of the government surrounding them. They don't even en-
joy simple tolerance. But we have support amongst the population, who give us in-
formation about MPLA's activities in Zambia, sbout their plans against us inside
the country, and even the plans of Mr. Kaunda, who in 1970, participated with
MPLA in making plans to liquidate UNITA in Angola. These plans having failed,
Kaunda resort to forbiding any members of UNITA from living in, or passing
through, the Republic of Zambia (...). Meanwhile we are trying to stremgthen fur-
ther the work of our activists in Zambia, since it would be unreasonable for us
to carry out a defensive war without information about MPLA.

The latest manceuvre of MPLA and Zambia, trying to find a so-
lution in the East, which is so nzcessary for them, was to suddenly send us a
journalist named Josephat Kachoto (...}. We received Kachoto in the best possible
way (...). Before this visit we already had the intention of weakning MPLA, inside,

with heavy blows and also undermining its autherity abroad so that evryone would be=

gin to question the cxistence of the movement. We could not go very far because
we don't have much material means. But {...) often the best ‘plans are those which
involve a dozen daring men who carry out great things.

We suspect Kachoto of being a member of the Zambian CID (5),
but (...) he allowed us to obtain valuable information about the political situ-
ation in Zambia, If he is not too inteligent, nor too incapable, he will be use-
ful as a spearhead, be it for the govermment, be it for ourselves te penetrate
where we have not beapn able to up till now. He came to sound out our position re-
garding an eventual front with MPLA, The most interesting thing is that the same
Kachoto never once mentioned the name of UPA, nor spoke of any alliance between
these two movements may have in Brazzaville or Rabat (6).

OQur position is unchangeable. We are not the least interested
in the OAU, nor in the present Zambia, much less in any alliamce with MPLA. If
certain aspects of UNITA's policy are still not clear to the governmental autho-
rities of Angola and the Nation, there is one irrefutable fact: we have actively
participated in the weakning of MPLA in certain areas of the East (7).

We. cannot, indulge ip any kind of illusion about any type of
alliance with the mnEhEm-wa by }ﬁugﬁgsg ngrﬁnceasingly now. Whatever may be
the intentions of the govermment {...) we would not entertain the idea of taking
up arms agiinst the authorities. We use them so that MPLA may be forced one day
to abandon the Bast (...).

In our opinion, peace in the East means taking into account
the following factors: ;

a)Weakening the MPLA forces inside Amgola to the point of 1i-

quidating them. This task can be fulfilled by the combined efforts of the
military and militarised forces and the UNITA forces.

b) Liquidating the MPLA camps in the regions om the border bo-

tween Angola and Zambia. This can be more easily achieved by UNITA, since

we do not have a political statas such as would make it possible to open any
legal dispute within an international body... Our plans have already gone
beyond the planning stage {(...).

¢) Discreting the MPLA (...) we are thus aiming at the OAU it-

self, at least as far as the liberation movements are concerned. The weake—
ning or liquidation of the MPLA in the East will pave the way towards brod-
der horizoms for us.




We are infinitely prateful to you for the Portuguses Govern-—
pent's unofficial note’of & July ‘19720 UNITA will try to vobch o sirdosenr
with the Moxico avthoricies to Fscilitace che transic ol people pebween the UD
ITA regions and the posts, without ary undue risks to the population. With a
docutent recognised b both sartles) thesd turned back to the posts (B) will
be able to come and feteh their food lofr in the forest, so long as they have
committed mo reprchensible acts during their stay in the forest (...).

To this dey I maintain my philosophy, which is that the mass
surrender of our population and its l=aders can be only a partial aspect of the
golution to the problems seriously affecting pesce in Angola. In my opiniom,
the existence of a force than can combat those who are causing us all these
horrors at every level, without any réstrictions imposed by international con-
ventions, might in the long run become a very useful factor for the governement
of the nation. Our intelligence network abroad is very wide and we can still
make use of this apparatus to ensure that the struggle against the MPLL is
waged not only arms in hand, but also =t the diplomatic level where ‘all its
support and all the vystification comes. I should very much like this aspect
to be carefully studied by the local and national authorities, im order to
epe to what extent our sfforts can be of public use (...},

There is nmo better way to fight a subtle enemy like the MPLA
supported by a whole rangs of influences, then to gain a better knowledge of
the enemy and of the sources of their strenpth from where it stems. No one
will be better placed than curselves to know what BOZ certainly what is going
on in the OAU, in Zambia, Tanzania and MPLA, once all UNITA members will have
returned to our posts. Taty (%), Rafael Barboss (10), Okavandama (11) and others
others have made o valuable contribution to destroying the myth of liberation
movement leaders. But subversion on our borders is continuing. Peace has not
as yet resorted (...).

The powers covet Angola's resources and its choice strategic
geographical positions (and) they are waiting for the Angolan situation to
ripen in terms of its detrioration (...). We can hasten that ripening process
within the liberation movements and within their leadership (...). Although I
have dwelt at length on the MPLA, we cammot fail to recognise that it is no
longer the seven—headed hydrz that we cannot fieght. Tf T have not much to say
about UPA, it is because I do not believ that UPA has any future that would
make it a serious enemy in the present juncture. Furthérmore, the information
we have on UPA is more fragmentary. zince it is only through Eatanga that wc
can get any more less reliable information (...).

In view of the above, UNITA reguests of Your Excellencies
provisional permission to use the corridor between the Lufuta-Luanguinga and
Luanguinga-Luvo rivers. The authorities know that we have 2 mobile force onm the
banks of the Luanguinga, mear the Zambian border. This was the force that
attacked the MPLA, in April and May, and drove those people out of Letembo.

But these forces run the risk of buing attacked by the Lutembo militia (12).

They have instructions never to snswer fire of the militia in the event of an
unexpected encounter, but om the contrary te withdraw as rapidly as possible

and to have me warned.

The MPLA bases we have located are as follows:

1. Mushukula, with 20 guerrillas aArmed with carbines and

PPxes (13) and a light machine=gun; Lioko, with 15 men armed with PPxes
and a light machine-pun; Musnamunguels, with 10 permanent elements armod
carbines., Chinese machine-guns and 2 rocket launcher (this camp has on
many occasions sheltered more tham 30U men) when they plan an operatiom
against UNITA or the reiaforcement of their areas in Quembo (...). :
it is also there that "Amgols Livre" (14), who in Zambia travels between
Cassamba and Nguvu bases, is always to be found.

2. There sre other camps at Npuvu, with 20 guerrillas armed
with PPxes, PMa and hand-grenades. This camp also has a field hespital
in the clistpe of Dr. Eduarde dos Santos) Litapi, with = total strongth
of between 10 and 15 elements armed mainly with Mausers and PMs. This
camp has the job of establishing liaison with Cassarba, Chavuma and
Balovale.




e

On the Kalabo line, near the Cuando-Cubango border, there are seversl
camps. The best Known is Shikongo, which has at least 50 elements armed
with the MPLA's usual types of weapon, a military instructor, a doctor

and several nurses, & political commissar and three teatchers. There a

school is to be built with Danish help. Three of our soldiers, captured

at Kalabo, were put there for training, but they ran away from Shikon-
go with their weapons on 5 September, and are now on the wey to my base.

But it was they who supplied this informations, in addition to which we

were shle to send some of our men te Shikongo, disguised as MPLA mem—

bers, to attend meetings held by Daniel Chipenda or another MPLA leader.

Chipenda has already left Shikongo, but a mulatto has arrived thers who,

according to the description, must be Carreira or Jorge, but who is

known as "Diaguite'.

Along the route Mongu-Senanga there are two camps known as Nangweshl

and Sangoembo (...}

The operations we carried out against MPLA forces have been the preatest

success. Our forces acting in the Quembo area between the Cassinpe and

Micoeso rivers, between 2& July 1972 and the 15 August hawve achieved

the following results (...):

[Here follows a List of dperations”carnied out aoainast

HPLA, and the aams and ammunition captured in these

sombats or discovened in stockhs. After this account he

continues. )

Regarding the repion mentioned iZ%9T  jetter of the 16 Sep-
tezber 1972, tef. 2851/2, a group of 50 men went there to find out what was
happening im that UNITA area, already cccupied, on my instruction, by our men.

I have not yet received information sbeut this subject.

Regarding the providing of guides, gur position reamains the
the same. We are prepared to provide them as soon as a camp is certainly local-
ised. The difficult may arise that the enemy discovers the tracks of our mep as
they return. We have therefore adopted the method of sending a group with an -
attacking mission as soon as the camp is found, We think that would make the
guided mission easier would be joint action between your troops and ours in a
carefully preselectod area. The problem would have to be studied with our dele-
sation so that we can immediately find way to put into practice such an oper-
ation.

As well as I have aiready explained about sending a group
to the Munhango river region, T would be pleased to obtain permission to send
natrol . to the North and South of the CFB (15) in the region hetween Cangumbe,
Kachipoque and Salenu, so as to track down possible movements of UPA, and in
the future stop UPA elements from committing further acts of sabotage hich may
be -ttributed to UNITA (...). We expect to set up an armed group on the othar
side of the Mucanda river near to Cangumbe so as to hinder UPA (oue) In its
attacks on forces stationed at Cangumbe and on the wood traders, which would
sut our correspondance in danger (...).

Referring to your letter of the 20 July 1972, ref. 1457/2 we must come
to the carrying out the first phases of support that the national authoritics
can give to UNITA. On a trial bases, we would like to receive:

(Savimbi sets out a £ist of seeds, Livestock, that "could e

sent on Loan" of defailed school matendnf, medical materiat

and medicines.) |

When we have siek people who need more specialised medicins,
we will send them to the Cangusbe region through our friends, the wood traders,
t Luso so that they can receive attention in the region.

If I have forgotten other peints, pleasc mention them to
our delegatiom.

1 would like to add to this memorandum, in which 1 have
been as truthful as vossible, a request of a very special nature. I regucst
Your Excellencies to furmish me with 1.500 bullets cal. 7.62, since our actions
agninst MPLA and UFA always take place with arms of this calibre. Flease pay
particular attention to this request as we never use ammunitions against natio-
nels. Uy request for grenades is cancelled as we still have enough for some
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time.

S¢ far as camouflepe is concerned, we have asked the wood
traders for another cloth according to your reccommendation. But I request you
to send, if possible, two camouflage suit in good and genuine camouflage, one
for me and one for Puna (16).

3 1 forgot to mention the possibility of a consignement of
fishing nets and fishing hooks of all sizes so as to exploit the possibilities
of the Lungue-Bungo river. The hooks should be big and thick, because,
at this time of vear there are only big fish in this season. And I hope that we
shall also be sent syringes with the medicines (...).

Please, accept, Your Excellencies the assurances of my high
consideration.

Lungue-Bungo, 26 September 1372,
JONAS MALHEIRD SAVIMBI,
Bachalor of Political Secience =nd

Law, University of Lausanns,
President of UNITA.

FOOTNOTES

(1) Commander-in-chief of the awmed forces in Angola. Uhen genenaf COSTA GOMES
and SPINOLA were dismissed by CAETANO on 14 March 1574, he became Chicd
of Staff of the Portugusee awmy. Linked with the nighf-wing scheme agadnsl
the CAETANO rcgime through his brothen-in-Law, general KAULZA DE ARRTIAGA.
Suspended aften 25 Apndil.

(2) This was general BETTANCOURT RODRIGUES, whe replaced SPINOLA as governon-
genenal 0f Guinea-Bissau and was relieved of his duties on 79 Apnil 1974,

(3 HOLDEN ROBERTQ's 'Uniao das Populagoes de Angofa”.

(4) The visit indeed took place in 1972.

(5) Zambian secunity senvice.

(6) An agheement finally sdigned 4in Kinshasa on 13 September 1772,

(7) This has been confinmed by the MPLA which, since the opening of the Eastean
FML:I, has accused UNITA of allying itself with the Poatuguese to fight the
MPLA.

(8) A Portuguese posd.

(9) ALEXANDRE TATY,"minisfen of armaments”in HOLDEN ROBERTO's GRAE. Recaudted
by the PIDE, he organised an abortive coup d'etat against HOLDEN ROBERTO
and then went over to the Poatuguese camp and was wsSed by them against MPLA
in Cabinda.

i1 (10) Fommen Presdident of the PAIGC, whe was won over fo Portugal's neo-coloniaf
-ﬁ-'ﬁigy and Zook part in the SPIMOLA plan fon the assassination of AMILCAR

(11) LAZARD MNAVAMDAME, a dissident memben of FRELIMO who, after frying to push
through his schemes of ethnic scparatism, raliied to the Pontugucse.

{12) Local fonces trained and awmed by the Portfugucse.
{13) Souvdiet automatic weapons.

(14; Guearilia name of an MPLA commancen in charge cof a squadnon entrusted with
combating UNITA, whe rallied to the Portuguese after 1972.

(15) CAMINHO DE FERRO DE BENGUELA, Benguela Raifway.

TH (16) MIGUEL PUHA ZAU, Geneaal Secrctony of UNITA, On 28 May 1274 he gave a Press
Conference Ln the Inlercentinental Hotel, Llusaka, accompanded by SAMUEL
CHIWALA, Commandenr of UNTTA foreps, JORGF SANGUMBA, ANTONTO VAKULUKUTA and
AFRNANDES FUWANMTNY, members of the LINITA Centnal Commiftec.




POCUMENT B

LETTER ADDRESSED TO

LTIEUTENANT -COLONEL RAMIRES DE OLTVETRA
BY JONAS SAVIMBI

On 25 Octoben 1972

M, Asmendo Mumo Ramines de OLiveina,
Licutenant-Colonel of the C.E.M.(1)

Chicf of Stafd of the EFastenn Militany Ione,
Luso

& few days z2go, I asked our Captain Clemente te send a note
to thank you for the 7.62 cal. ammunition and also to express our satisfaction
at seing that each meeting is bringing us closer to the major objectives wa all
wish to achieve (...).

An pperation was already carried out against the UPA men on
12 October 1972 (...).

Ag soon as the camp mentioned in the two notes you so kindly
sent me was located, we noted that the UPA men had moved. So as to waste no more
time, our combat group pursued them. The clash took place at Sutz, near a stream
called Imonomono, a tritutary of the Cassal river.

This happened .in Zonme 1.

On 13 October 1972, our forces carried out an operation
ng:inst the MPLA men. A& group comprising 20 men, 17 of them armed, had infiltra-
ted into our regions without being noticed by Ha« Having perpretated their ususl
acts, they withdrew towards Quembo. This wasff did not have time to inform the

Command of the Eastern Military Zone. Qur men thérefore had to pursue the enemy
as far as Cassingo. As scon as we foun theém, in the midst of a "makopo" dance,
they were violently attacked {...). Dur men secured information that there were
otier enemy camps in that same region, near the Carilongue and Luelz rivers,
and ot Chissimba. Each of the camps indicated has no more than 20 guerillas.
This why we are asking Your Excellency the Generzl in command of the Eastern Mi-
litary Zone for permission to operate in Zones 2 and 3, as from 5 November 1972,
for a manimum period of one month or until the action can be carried through.
ur forces will withdraw immediately afterwards.

A few months age we captured an MG machine-gum, 7.92 cal.,
from the UPA men (...). I should like to as wether it could be sent to you for
repair, since it would be wvery useful to us.

I also wish to remind you that I have made an urgent re=-
gquest, through our Captain Clemente, that you hand over te us an individual named
Baptista Sassala, whose brother is Mr. Oliveira's foreman. This individual is in-
dividual is involved in the setting up of UPA cells in UNITA regions (...} Some
of his accomplices have already been arrested, but we have not been able to take
sction because everyone accuses Sassala of being the person in charge of opéra-
tions and hence the only person who knows the others. We guarantee that we shall
return this man if the authorities so desire.

I have in my possession an OAU document which I regard as
axiremely important, 1 have just received it. The document deals, more precisely,
with the supply of arms to the MPLA and other movements oparating in the Portu-
guese territories: quality, quantity, finance, transport facilities, etc. I
think it is useful in so far as it refleects the spirit thet reigned at the last
meeting of African Heed of States, in Rabat last June (2}. As soon as I have
finished studying it, 1 shail send it on through the usual channels (...) since
it would be a pity if a document of such important were lost.

As for the possibility of our meeting, I have always been
raady to meet more authorative people, 8o ar to have personal talks about what
1 think and about the position of local and national suthorities regarding what
we are doing (...). But such a meeting would need to he prepared by our delega-
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tion, until we reach minimum agreement as to the place, date, procedure, the
agenda to be discussed and the persons who would take part. This is another item
we should discuss at the next meeting. If any event, I think that the next time
our delegation will be able to put forward proposels on the possibility of set-
ting up a transmitting and receiving sct where we are. I don't think I can fix a
date for the next mecting, since a number of items in my memorandum are still
being studied by the top local authorities (...).

I avail mysclf of this opportunity to send my respactful
graetings to His Excellency Engineer Santos & Castro on his appointement to the
high post of Governmor-General of Angola.

Respectfully,

JONAS MALHEIRO SAVIMBI

FOOTNDTES
(1) Genenal Staff Training Course.

(2 One of the confidential documents ratified by the Assembly of Heads of State
hoid 4n Rabat, in June 1971.

DOCUMENT C_

LETTER ADDRESSED

TO JONAS JONAS SAVIMBI

BV LTEUTEMANT-COLONEL RAMIRES DE ﬂLIPEIRﬁT
on 4 Novemben 1372

Md Fm i.ﬂ Aﬂg‘ﬂfﬂ

Eastern MiLitany lome Comman”
Mo. a 5297/2, p. 215.07
To Pr. Jonas Mathelro Savimbi

: His Excellency the General in cormmand of the Eastern Milita-
ry Zonme has instructed me to inform you of the decfsions taken on the items

dealt with your memorandum of 26 September 1972, and also to reply te your latter

of 25 October, which was received on 31 October 1972 (...).

1. The analysis you have made of the intzrnal and external situation of the sub-
vérgive movements in Angola, and of the relations between those movements and
with the African countries that support them, has been duly studied and great-
1y appreciated. &s I have already had occasion to tell you, it largely coinei-
des with our own.

2. We agree with you that it would be very desirable to make use of activists'
cells that UNITA continues to maintain in Zambia, for the following purposes:
- to gather information on the MPLA's activities amd on the political situ-

ation in Zambia and other African states} :

- ‘to exert pressure on the Zambian government to make it chamge its policy to-
wards Portugal.

{ar) The first aspect — that of ensuring that the population has an unfa-
vourable attitude towards the MPLA — is very important because almost
everything else depends on it. Furthermore, whatever discomfort and h
hostile climate cean be created around the movement will aggravate the
difficulties of establishing tramnsit to the national territory through
the Zambian region. . t
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(b) Therewould be many advantages to be gained(...) from putting out reports
to the effect that there are no MPLA liberated areas, schools or hospi-
tals in Angola; that its followers are experiencing terror, hunger and
lack of comfort, that it has conquerad not one village and that it 1is
suffering only defeats. Ome must ask where the leaders and well-known
guerillas are? How all the men who managed to reach Zambia were wound-
ed? Where are the weapons? And so forth.

(=) The preparation and execution of attacks must be carried out with the
firm support of the population, The authoritics would be glad to see
action against specific target, as will be seen further om.

(d) Gathering information would be very important. However, the problem of
divulging it arises. This point could be dealt with at a forthcoming
meeting.

(e) Political pressure exerted on Zambia by experts would also be extremely
useful in so far as it might create another attitude, on the part of
that or another government, towards subversive movements on Zambian
territory.

One of the most interesting items of information would be wether there is any
possibility of an agreement between the MPLA and UPA.

Even though it has difficulties, the latter movement still holds a favourable
geographical position in the East which the MPLA would like to occupy. What
is more, MPLA communications would be distinctly improved if it could have
facilities in Zaire.

We know that there will probably be a "national conference”" of the FNLA at
¥inkyzu shortly, and the MPLA's first congress is to be held at Shikongo im
November or December 1972. It would be particularty worth while to infiltrate
the latter, so as to know what is discussed and decided there (...).

The national authorities agree that as far as UNITA is coneerned, the main
thing at this stage is to stay in the Upper Lungue-Bungo region, far from the
war, and secret]l strengthen its cooperation with our troops. At this stase,
therefore, the mass surrender of the p lation and the guerrillas cannot be
contemplated (...). We wish the people/Temain of their own free will in the
reyions where they are. We have therefore always suggested a program of
advancement aided by us.

As far as the UNITA movement is concermed, we are not talking in terms of sur-
render but of "integration”, although this concept must be defined at mectings
attended by you.

The desire, therefore, is to maintain a zone of peace which will be graduslly
expanded through efferts for the population and cooperation against the MPLs
and UPA guerrillas. :

Small experiments in intdgrationm can start, as fully as conditions in Eastern
Angola permit. A ;

Unfortunately, the secret nature of these contacts entails certain drawback:
{5ut that is an evil that one must accept):

(a) Ome drawback is the impossibility of granting authorisation for free us«
of the corridor between the Lufuta-Luanguinga and Luanguinga-Luve riwvers

Each time it is to be used, the command will have to he forewarned, so
as to take ocur troops out of the region for the required time on some
pretext or other. Beyond that time, it will be impossible to ensure your
safety in using the corridor

(b) Similarly, Zomes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 must not be used without a prinr re-
quest or, in case of urgent need, immediate notificatiom. UNITA carrie!
out actions against UPA in Zone 1 on 12 October, and only informed us
on 21 October. Tt carried out another in Zone 2 which has only be re-
ported now to us. Since these are zones to which our troops frequently
go, and some times with helicopters, the risks your forces are runmning
are obvious.

{c) Also because of the question of secrecy, it is becoming very difficult
to exchange prisoners, if in fact release is possible (...) This is
what is happening with Baptista Sassala, who was a prisoner of the DGS

when we located him. We were able to conduct a further interrogation ov
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the basis of your instructioms. He had nothing interesting to say on
the subject, and it is possible that he was the victim of some machi=-
nation, _
We are of the opinion that the destructiom of the MPLA bases outside the
country is extremely important.
But we also think that this should be done with some guarantee of sucess and
with every requisite precaution, so as not to compromise the national autho-
rities.
If convenient, at our next meeting we can decide on a target and finalise the
necessary details for carrying it out, including any possible support we
could give you,
Your forces can operate in Zones 2 and 3 until the end of November. They must
not, however, leave the confines of these zones because military operations
are planned in the South, especially near the Luels and Carilongue rivers. I
tzke this opportunity to extend our congratulations to you on the results
achieved against the common enemy.
As regards the support to be given to the population, they have already been
or are being supplied with medecines, seeds, animals, books and school mate-
rial(...,). Everything will be delivered through Messrs. Duarte and Oliveira,
timber merchants.
His Excellency the General in command has authorised the repair of your ma-
chipe=gun, as requested in your letter of 23 October 1972. It should be hand=
ed to these same merchants, if possible dismantled and wrapped up. They, in
turn, will deliver it to the commander of the company in Cangumbe, with ins-
tructions to send it to the 2nd section of the Eastern military zome.
It would be very useful if you were to lend us the OAU document you refer to

+k+s+) which would be photocopied and immediately returned.

We agree to study with your delegation the details of a meeting with you.

As usual, you will propose a date for the meeting. The main items on the
agenda could be as follows: (a) UNITA action against MPLA and UPA within the
national territory, (b) action of the UNITA activists' cells in Zambiaj (d)
UNITA attack on MPLA bases outside; (c) establishment of a transmitting and
receiving set where you are; (f) aid required for the population of Lungue-
Eungo, (g) procedures to be adopted for the exchange of informatiom.

Before ending this letter, we have received the request of Captain Clemente
of UNITA regarding a medical consultation for you. We hope it is nothing se-
ricus, but His Excellency the General has instruted me to remew to you his
firm guarantees regarding your safety, regardless of the situation required
for your complete recovery.

Your greetinge to the Governor-Generzl of the State of Angola, Engineer San-
tos e Castro, will be conveyed to him.

THE GOOD OF THE NATION.

Chief of Staff;

ARMENIO NUNO BRAMIRES DE OLIVEIRA
Licutenant-Colonel of the C.E.M,

DOCUMENT D

LETTER ADDRESSED

TO LTEUTENANT-COLONEL RAMIRES DE OLIVEIRA

BY JONAS SAVIMBI

on 7 November 1972

Dear Sir,

I hasten to answer your kind letter of 4 November 1972, for which I

thank you.

Please convey my most sincere apologies to His Excellency the General inm

command of the Easternm military zone for the inconvenience caused by my belated
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arrival in Messrs. Duarte and Olivaira's forest areas to comsult the doctor whom
{...) His Excellency was so kind as tec put as my disposal (...).
I should like to explain (...) what happened. Having fallen seriously ill, T ask-
ed if it was possible for the Castern military zone command to send me a special-
ist in heart and liver diseases, We fixed 7 Movember 1972 as the date for the
consultation, thinking that my condition would improve sufficiently to allow me
to walk from here to Cunguene. On the contrary, it worsene (.es). We thought of
having me carried on a stretcher to the place indicated, but the secret msture of
our meetings made that impossible. The only thing we ceuld do, therefor, was to
send an urgent message that the doctor should not come unitil T was able to move
by my own meams, tha i te say on foot, as usurl. There must have been some do-
lay with that second communication, but this is all duc te the distance between
me snd Cunguene and our means of communication. Furthermore, it is raining so hard
.ard that everything is aggravating my already poor conditiom (...).
I think I have gone beyond the stape of either side fearing ambushes in connection
with such meetinge. I even feel that the most recent impressions brought tack from
Luso by our delegation coud be the touchstone for continued contacts at the high-
est; lewel (...).
If anyone thought i1l of our enforced delay, I should like Your Exeellency to as=
sure them of our homesty and good faith in all that we have done (...). Never we
commit an outrage to  the person of His Excellency General Bettencourt Rodrigues,
who has done everything to help us find a solution to this thorny problem. For
thie reason, no one has had anything to de with the contacts in which we are in-
volved will ever be illtreated by us, let aleone when the safety of a docter com-
wing to give us free. care is at stake. Tn your letter of 20 july 1972, No. 1457/2,
r. 215,07, it was pointed out as clearly as one could wish that would provide
peniodic medical care by a militany docton travelling by Lapd with an escort,
thiough the intenmediany of the timber meachants, Lo a centanl podint to be named
by wouwnseld" .
We are therefore fully aware of the guestion of the escort te accompany the doctor
and this presents no difficulties for the precisc reason that we would mot want
anything to happen between Cangumbo and Luso, since we have no armed fories on
that stretch. This might allew UP4 elements occacionnzlly to infiltrate into that
corridor. Your Excellencies shoul recall that one of my pronosals was to move 2
small forece to that spot in order to gusrantee the passage of our friends Duarte
and Oliveira. That proposal was not accepted, which does not mean that the place
does not represent a latent danger.

|Qutline of tactical and pratical consdidenations with a view fo overco-

ming the FPortuguese authomitics' opposition to the cstablishmend of a

perm ment force in the sectonr.)
The occupation of the sector assigned to us will in fact depend on grearer toler-
ation being shown by the authorities regarding the movements of our forces in Zo-
ne 1. Tae problem should be discussed with 21l the luecidity that the situation
demands, all the more so as, according to reliable sources, the UPA, thanks to
its flirtation with the MPLA, has already obtained a certain amount of material
from the OAU. Yet I am prepared to follow your instructions while continuing to
state my point of wiew. My strategy is better suited to the movement of small
forces than to that of the large forces available to Your Excellencies.
In all the regions where the UNITA has been stationed since my arrival in Angola,
we have cultivated a great many fields, which has enabled us to cover our needs:
in food rather than become a burden on the people (...).
Sut when our groups are sent into desert regions to be stationed there, it is
quite frankly impossible to keep them there, and this gives rise to indisecipline.
Moreover, the map of the regions assigned to the UNITA was drawn up taking intoe
account the overall strategy of the struggle against subversion in the East ra-
ther than the contribution that UNITA can make to the struggle against MPLA and
UPA, I accepted this situation and did not ask anything more, but I know thit
our role is reduced to what we have doing up to now. In the Luando zone, for
example, establishing of the boundaries of the region involved a great deal of
violence, Our troops thus retreated from Sachinjimbu to Kamono, near the Chichi
river, and found themselves outside the UNITA regioms.
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Consequently, a few days ago a group of soldiers coming from Munhango attacked
the population of Satanda, killing a woman and capturing another. I did not menZ
tion the fact to the guthorities in che hope that some day those same authorities
would understand our genuine will to oppose a war which no longer benefitted any-
one, A final solution to all these differences should be feund in the spirit
shown by His Excellency Professor Marcelle Caetano. But an equitable iolutiom to
the problems in the East cannot, at this peint, come from Lisbon, or ewven from
Luana. Although stratepically and politically it should come from the top,
tactically speaking the lower echelons must find practical (tactical) solutiens
to lecal problems.

As for the case of Baptista Sassala, I have finally accepted your version and
shall not mention this matter again., I am merely glad to affirm that oo cne
hatched any intrigues apainst him, but that he was not veally responsible for

LPA cells in our regions (...).

We thank His Excellency the General in command of the military zone for his kind-
ness in suthorising the repair of the machine-gun

With my most sincere compliments, ete.

JONAS MALHEIRC SAVIMBI

B 88 % & B o8 & 8 & 5 s 3 &3 » = .=+ = » 15 TREACHERY TOO STRONG WORD?
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