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Paris,

FRANCE,

Dear Sir,

I have previously resisted ‘the temptation to give UNITA's
views on articles published in your Newspaper, Le Monde Diploma-
tigue, 'by Mr, Basil Davidsone. I think now that my personal con«
tribution would certainly be the wish of your readers, since Mr.
Basil Davidson in an article published ‘on 25th November 1970 indi-
rectly requested my part101pat10n.

Before elaborating my reply, I would like to stress the des-
tructive nature of such discussions when one of the parties in=-
volved begins to make accusations as serious ‘as those made by
Mr, Basil Davidson,

In Angola the most important and delicate problem is that of
unification of the all nationalist forces who combat Portuguese
colonialism and-its agents. Anything that helps this unification
would. not only be desirable bBut would be by far the most efficient
contribution that could be given ‘to our fight and struggle in gene-
ral for the emancipation of the African peoples who are still under
colonial rule, .If my letter follouws thosp .general lines, only then
can it deserve' publication,.

Annyone who carefully has read any of Basil Davidson's articles
in English,~French, Swedish-pewspapers: and ' magazines will have
immediately noticed his partisan and contradictory tone.

( What' are the fact$ about Basil Davidson Lies?)

1) Mr, Basil Davidson says that he visited MUIE which, he says
is in the. centre of Moxico. This is guite wrong, False, because
in fact Muie is in the South of Moxico on the borders of Moxico
and Cuando-Cubango ( see Map of Angola, 1966, Edicao da Junta
da Investigacao do Ultramar, Missao Geografica de Angola, Apoio
Geodesico e Cartoqraflcm) It is true to say that in Europe
public opinion is very involved 'in the social struggles of their
own countries, but frrom time to time interest is shown in Afri-
can problems. However, this does not give Mr, Basil Davidson
(or any other person or nruanlzatlon) the right to exploit the
ignorance of the European public opinion on African problems.
On the contrary, he -should try to inform objectively and never
to deform the reality. Therefore, I appeal to the staff of your
respected Nomsmapnr, Le Monde Diplomatique, to try to inform
the European opinon Fully(and correctly) about our :trunolﬂ,
because"only truth is revolutionary".




(cont., letter to Le Monde DiDleatinue)

2) Mr..Basil Davidson is VETY one 51ﬁﬂd about our strugale when
speaks only about the Umbundus, Kimbundus, qumnqos, Mbundas,
Luchazes, etc. He is-concermed Wwith our people's efforts to
organize themselves in resistance movements against colonial
oppression on our continent, but he brings grist to the mill
of aprtheid which does not recognize any national character
in the aspirations of the African proples, jus as though the
Scots are not British tooe. When one realizes how fiercely the
British opposed the secCﬂssiDn of East Nigeria, it is very
difficult to see how a British man can become an apologist for
tribalism among us. To reduce our struggle to the dimensions
of tribal rivalries in this way, is to attempt to trow general
discredit on our efforts, as much for MPLA as for the other
nationalists.

Mr. Basil Davidson speaks of tha "strategic" control of MPLA,
Such language which attempts to show that MPLA® controls 9

of the 15 provinces( or 10 of the 15 provinces according to

the new administrative .division of Angola) is only permissible
tod partisan journalist. But we find very hard to accept”

From an English Colonel(of the British Army) who has worked with
the partisan forces. of MBrshal Tlto of Yuquslavia.

For' UNITA, contro, true contro of the Zones, the liberation of
vast zones and the subsequent creation of base areas consists
only of "tactical" control. A liberated zone is one ink which
the enemy can no longer-penetrate, for should he try to do so,
“He would leave only dead -men and no lmnger.would:have the courage
to continues The opposity of this is pure and simple demagoaqy,

a word which is no longer in our dictionary. '

Strategic control certainly exists, but_only in the zones dis-

puted by the enzmy. The day that our forces and support among
the people exceeds all the enemy forces, this control: immediately
becomss tactical, Therefore, only movéments based outside the
country can allow themselves ta exert at most a "strategic"
control., For UNITA there: is a great need to establish gur HOME
in -Anqola itself, If it became necessary to move from stratsgic
control to real control which is tactical,

‘This letter takes the place of an _invitation to your Newspaper

- to 'send a2 journalist to our liberated areas in order to confirm

at. first hand the magnitude of our struggle and the dimensions

of our success on the spot. Wo know that pressure has been

exerted to prevent  journalists from visitimg our Bases in-Angola.
ven the African Liberation . Committee of the 0.A.U. has mot

boen able to send obervers to us so as to propagate ths lies

of others., But there are no lins in a genuine revmnlution which

can destroy its success, not any pressure great encugh to influen=

ce its course towards final Uictory.

In the Newstatesman of 30 October 1970, Mr. Basil Davidson
writes as follows: "... But it is a problem in Angola where the
- World Council of Churches (WCC), for example, has recently given
aid to three movements," Mr, Davidson had mﬂdn a trip to Scan-

dinavian countries in 1969-70 . As a result of this journey

which- was used to denigrade UNITA in order to support MPLA, the
$25,000 US dollars which the Swedish Democratic Party promised
us:varbally and by a letter remained a dead promise (1etter).

We find it easy to understand that when Mr., Basil Davidson speaks
of the World Council of Churches, he would like all the material
hulp(mﬂnny) to go solely to MPLA., I am forced to read between

the lines that these are Mr, Basil Davidsnn's true motives, But,




(cont. Le Monds Diplomatique)

I must admit that we we re also surprised by this aid, For ins=-
pite of our policy of acceptino all aid when there are no con-
ditions attached, the WCC has never previously been amona the
list of our allies. His disappointment corrresponds exactly to
our surprise. Natur=zlly, the WCC must. hade reasons for assisting
not only UNITA but also the other anti-racist movements. But,

I remind Mr, Basil Davidson that there are African Liberation
Movements which even if recognized by the. African Li 1))
Countries have not been aided by the WCC. Sheould I doubt whether
*Mr, Basil Davidson would not-see in this aid to UNITA the hand
of the USA=CIA? I would ﬂSk him to inform hlmsulf ?bnut 1t at the
WCC in Genava-Suisse, -

In UNITA .we bnlieve that the most solid aid which does not obey
pressures.or sympathies is that of our own people. Mr, Davidson

can not give.this aid because it must be congquered by fighting
within the country and through enormeous sacrifices. Because of

this support to our people, the outside world which had dgnied us
their aid and even their logistic- support now sees itself morally
obliged to support us, because we represent a force and determinatio
here 1%ﬂ51dﬂ'ﬂngolﬁ. We shall.carry on certain of the support of

our pe ool :

5) In the same journal, Davidson, speaks of "Magdsts" and of the
aid from the Peoples Republic of China ‘to:the African Liberation
Movements with an anti-Chinese tone which could not be stronger
in Washington or even in Lisbon. No African movement can honas-
tly support his affirmations,/ far less the-MPLA, The anti-Chinese
tone of Bas il Davidson's writings arce no-longer- in doubt, and
for my/part \I believe that it| ils this spiritIwhich motivated
Mr, Basil Davidson's journeys to our country, that is, if he

really went therel... Me. Davidson wanted to take part in the
ideological| strugale which today divides the Socialist World
which is~the only camp that can really suppont the liberation
movemant in Africa and elsewhere.

UNITA bas: its.own philosophy, but it is very 'largely based on
the-revolutionary principles which have_already triumph=d in
other parts of the World. UNITA's struggle is part of this
. _1dnn1091021 struggley—-for the liguiddation of colonialism is part
of ‘the general struggle agaisnt impsrialism. Herte we-want to
‘establish the ideAas which correspond_ to actual practical terms
to ‘the:reguirements of our struggle ‘and to the true solidarity
‘of the psoples fighting agaisnt imperi=lism, This palces us
on the side where we are, Mr. Basil Davidson has_ clearly
shown which side he is on, but the struggle must not be taken
llohtly for two rrasons:s
(.a ) If UNITA triumphs, Mr. Bas 11 Davidson will
appear as a simpls, plotter ‘in the eyes of
the worlde. Y

(b ) LUNITA S ISE ~MET M Toirs Bragil David=apd
thinksSttoite hh on .} UNITA sees icsaelt as
the avant-garde of the pgoletariat in Angola
in this phase of the national democratic
revolution until socialism triumphs here,
Here we have no neea for defaendants such
as Basil Davidson who justifies anti-commu=-
nism to the world in order to obt=in Western
support for MPLA, From the audimnce with the
Pope (Paul VI) .after a discriminatory confa-
ronce organized under the auspices of MOSCOW
to the articles of Basil Davidson, there is
nothing but mystification from MPLA in terms
gff 2 ts pelltital ‘optEonsl




( Le Monde Diplomatigue)

As for Mr, Basil Davidson I simply say thist: a man who has
acquired a certain reputation has also taken on responsibilities
. and should not lead the public opinion on false trails in this
way with impunitye. The struggle will nmot pardon him so many lies,
+s0 many ‘pre jjudices, and above all so much invalvement in the
wrong; place.s In this fight UNITA will play its cards to the
FINISH, because it 'is a question of our life., Now it is,Mr.
Basil Davidson's turn to play to the finish also.

As for myself personally, I have never belonged to MPLA, As for
my numerous:contacts with them(MPLA) of which Mr, Davidson speaks
I think that it would be desirable for these contacts to be taken
up agaim so. that we could advance on the road to unification of
our respective movements,

As for the motives which impelled Zambian authorities to expel

me from their country in 1967 after imprisoning me for six days
without trial, it is good that Mr, Basil Davidson should have
drawn overhastly conclusions. I shalll content. myself to reler=-
gate this affair of historical dimensions to posterity as part of
the true struggle we arn waging here, once we have taken up our
arms. : : - !

The people of China, Korea and the hernic Vietnamese p=ople have
triumphed because they have adopted correct revolutinnary prin-
ciples for a/just struggle. The brothers of Algeria have written
a ‘glorinus / page. in the history of armed struggle of the weak
peoples on aour Continent. —Here-we do not have to invent much

but we cam darw on the experiences of the other proples who have
won the fight in other regions, However, UNITY in Angrla remains
the most powerful tool in our hands agaisnt the manouevres of the
close and /direct anemy or| ageisnt tha distant enemy who prefers
subtlety in order to increase even further the dissentions in

the heart of our national liberation movemants

UNITY of people in its.class divisions with different interests

MUST BE: FOLLOWED BY UNITY of action between the different liberation

movements in Angola. This task of*unifying the liberation move-
‘ments has been entrusted to the 0.A.U. and neighbouring Affrican

countriese, ' If they fail, the Angolan people will be called upon

to succeed in achieving this with their committed struggle in

the past 10 years, for UNITY is the only guarantee for our vic=-

tory under, less painful conditions.

For time brning, UNITA will carry on fighting within the countrwy ,
and if necessary, fight alone.
With thanks and best wishes,
Dr. JONAS M. SAVIMBI
( President of UNITA and Commander-in-Chief

of the Armed Forces of Angnla- FALA )

Terra-Livre de Angola
10t ¢ 1971
ANGOLA,






