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TALK TO THE LEADERS OF THE CENTRE 2 1.7 .1966
SHWS

Chairman: ‘Nieh Yiian-tzu’s1 big-character poster of 25 May is 
the declaration of the Chinese Paris Commune of the sixties 
of the twentieth century; its significance far surpasses that of 
the Paris Commune. I t  is beyond our ability to write this 
kind of big-character poster.’

(Some members of the Young Pioneers stuck up big-charac
ter posters about their fathers, saying that their fathers had 
forgotten the past and neglected to explain Mao Tse-tung’s 
thought to them. The fathers only asked about their marks at 
school and gave prizes to good marks.)

Chairm an Mao asked Comrade Ch'en Po-ta2 to tell these 
youngsters: ‘You have done well to put up those big-charac
ter posters.’

‘I tell you that the young people are the main force of the 
great Cultural Revolution! We must fully mobilize them .’

‘O n my return to Peking, I feel sorry that things are so 
quiet. Some schools are shut; some even suppress student 
movements. Who [in the past] suppressed student move
ments? Only the northern warlords. I t  is anti-M arxist for the 
communist party to be afraid of student movements. Some 
people talk about the mass line, talk about serving the 
people every day, bu t they actually follow a capitalist line and 
serve the bourgeoisie.’

‘The centre of the League [the Young Communist League] 
ought to be on the side of the student movement and yet it is 
actually on the side of its suppressors.’

‘Who are against the great Cultural Revolution? American 
imperialism, Russian revisionism, Japanese revisionism, and 
the reactionaries.’

‘The pretext of “inside and outside [the party] being 
different” shows a fear of the revolution. To cover up what 
has been stuck [on the walls] cannot be allowed. [To do so]

1 A wom an instructor a t Peking University who was the first to write a  big- 
character poster, inaugurating the C ultural Revolution in 1966. See below, p. 113, 
instruction no. 33.

2 See below, p . 27, n . 1.
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shows a mistake in our line and we must switch around 
quickly and smash all the restrictions (lit. “ frames” ).’

‘We trust the masses and must be their pupils before be
coming their teachers. The great Cultural Revolution is a 
world-shaking event which [tries us out to see] whether we 
can or cannot, dare or dare not pass the test. This is the final 
test which will eliminate class distinction and reduce the 
three great differences.’

‘Oppose, especially oppose the bourgeois “ authoritative” 
thought; that is destruction (p‘o), W ithout this destruction, 
there cannot be the construction (li) of socialism. We must 
first struggle, then criticize, and finally reform.’

‘I t will not do to listen to reports in one’s office; we must 
depend on the masses, trust the masses, and fight to the end. 
We must be prepared for the revolution to hit at us. The 
leadership of both the party and government must be so pre
pared and the responsible members of the party must also be 
so prepared. Now, the revolution must be carried right 
through to the end and in the process we must train and re
mould ourselves. Only in this way can we [members of the 
party] catch up. Otherwise [the revolution] can depend only 
on those who are outside [the party].’

‘Some comrades struggle fiercely against others, bu t not 
against themselves. They will never pass the test.’

‘You will have to direct the revolution (lit. “fire” ) towards 
yourselves, ignite it, and fan it up. Will you do that? I t will 
burn you!’

Comrades reply in this way: ‘We shall prepare ourselves. I f  that 
will not do, we shall resign. We live as communists and shall 
die as communists. Easy chairs and electric fans do not suit 
our style of life.’

‘I t  will not do to impose restrictions on the masses. Seeing 
the students rise up, Peking University imposes a restriction 
on them, euphemistically calling it “ to direct them  to the 
right way” . In  fact, it was directing them  to the wrong way.’

Some schools label students as counter-revolutionaries. 
(Chang Yen, a liaison man, went out and was labelled a 
counter-revolutionary twenty-nine times!)

Chairman: ‘In  th a t way, we set the masses against us. We must
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not be afraid of bad people. After all, how many bad people 
are there? Most of the students are good.’

(Someone mentioned riots and asked what should be done 
if the archives were destroyed.)

Chairm an: ‘Who is afraid of anyone? I f  a bad man comes, prove 
that he is bad. Why should you be scared of good people? The 
word “fear” must be replaced by “dare” and ultimately one 
should prove that one can pass the socialist test.5

‘Anyone who suppresses student movements will end badly.’

TALK AT THE RECEPTION OF SECRETARIES OF BIG REGIONS AND

MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL CULTURAL REVOLUTION TEAM----Notes
for Circulation 22.7.1966
67/ ITS'

The secretaries of all big regions and members of the Central 
Cultural Revolution Team  are here today. The purpose of this 
conference is to put our records straight, principally to reform 
the method of despatching work teams. The great Cultural 
Revolution must be led by the cultural revolution teams of 
schools as organized by revolutionary teachers, students, and 
neutrals who are the only people in the schools who know any
thing at all. The work teams know nothing. Some work teams 
have even created trouble. The great Cultural Revolution in the 
schools is no more than ‘struggle and repudiation’. Work teams 
only hinder the movement. Can we struggle and reform? Take 
Chien Po-tsan1 for example. He has written so many books. 
Since you have not even read them, how can you struggle against 
and reform him? Affairs at schools are [as a proverb says]: ‘Big 
gods in a small temple and many tortoises in a shallow pond.’ 
They have to be dealt with by the forces in the schools them 
selves, not by work teams, you, me, or the provincial [party] 
committees. They have to depend on the schools themselves not 
on work teams. Can work teams be changed into liaison teams? 
To transform them into advisory teams may give them  too much

1 (1897— ) born in T ‘aoyuan in H un an  of U igur descent. A well-known
historian, Ghien announced that he was a  m em ber of the GGP in H ong Kong, 
1948. Since 1952 he was the head of the D epartm ent o f History a t Peking U niver
sity before his removal under severe criticism a t the beginning of the Cultural 
Revolution.
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I lower. Perhaps [we] can call them  ‘observers’. [Some] work 
learns are a nuisance to the revolution; others are not. A nui
sance to the revolution will sooner or later become counter
revolution. The University of Communications in Sian did not 
allow people [the revolutionaries] to make telephone calls or to 
send someone to the Centre. Why are they afraid of sending 
people to the Centre? Let them  come and besiege the State 
Council. But it must be written in documents: ‘Telephone call 
a pproved,5 or ‘Despatch of people approved’. How can it be all 
right to get scared like that? So, the newspaper offices in Sian 
and Nanking were besieged for three days and [everybody] was 
scared stiff. Frightened like that? Oh, you, you do not want a 
revolution; but now the revolution has come to you. At some 
places it is forbidden to surround newspaper offices, to go to the 
provincial [party] committee, or to send people to the State 
Council. Why are you so scared? When [the revolutionaries] got
10 the State Council, they were received by some small fry who 
could not explain a thing. Why was it done that way? If  you do 
not want to step out [and see them ], I will. However you argue,
11 is just a m atter of fear, fear of counter-revolution, fear of use 
of arms. How can there be so many counter-revolutionaries? 
Lately K ‘ang Sheng, Ch‘en Po-ta, and Chiang Ch'ing1 have

1 K ‘ang Sheng (1903- ) was born in Chuch‘eng, Shantung, under the name
Chang Shao-ch‘ing (his other aliases including C hang W en and Chao Yung). 
While studying a t the m iddle school of Shanghai University, he joined the Com
munist Youth League (1920) and later the CCP when he became a student a t the 
university. H e took p a rt in the three uprisings in Shanghai ju st before the capture 
or the city by the N ational Revolutionary A rm y in 1927. Thereafter, it is reported, 
he and K u Shun-chang created the special service branch of the CCP. He was the 
head of the O rganization D epartm ent of the party  before his departure for Moscow 
in 1932, whence he went to Germ any. In  1937 he went back to C hina with W ang 
Ming to become a mem ber of the Politburo and helped Mao in the latter’s Recti- 
lication Cam paign of 1942-4. After 1949, he worked in Shantung and his political 
c areer seems to have received a setback in 1956 when he was demoted to an  alter
nate m em ber of the Politburo. He visited R om ania in i960, Moscow in 1962 and 
1964, and A lbania in 1966. H e is now on the Standing Committee o f the Politburo 
and one of the most im portant lieutenants of Mao.

C h‘en Po-ta (1903- ) born in H uian  in Fukien, studied a t a  teachers’ training
college in Amoy before he went to Shanghai to study a t the Labour University 
where he joined the CCP. In  1927 he was a  student at the Sun Yat-sen University, 
Moscow, and in 1935 he helped Liu Shao-ch‘i organizing the December 9th Student 
Demonstration against Chiang Kai-shek’s appeasement of Jap a n . He has worked 
in Yenan since 1937 and became an  alternate mem ber of the Central Committee 
, , r  the CCP in  1947. After 1949 he was a  deputy head of the pa rty ’s Propaganda 
Departm ent and since 1955 the deputy head of the Academy of Sciences. Gh‘en
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