SPEECH AT THE PEKING RALLY TO RECEIVE
REVOLUTIONARY TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
FROM ALL PARTS OF CHINA
(August 31, 1966)
by Lin Piao

Comrades, Students, Red Guard Fighters:

On behalf of our great teacher, great leader, great supreme
commander and great helmsman Chairman Mao, I extend greet-
ings to you students coming from all parts of the country;
greetings to you all! On behalf of the Party’s Central Committee,
I greet you all!

Students! You have come to Peking and have been
exchanging experience in the great cultural revolution with
the revolutionary teachers and students of Peking. You have
travelled a long way and worked hard! We are confident that
after your return, you will work even better, in accordance
with Chairman Mao’s instructions and the 16-point decision of
the Party’s Central Committee, to break down all resistance,
overcome all difficulties and develop the great proletarian
cultural revolution with even greater vigour anf vitality!

The present situation in the great proletarian cultural
revolution is very fine!

The Red Guards and other revolutionary organizations of
the young people have been springing up like bamboo shoots
after a spring rain. They take to the streets to sweep away the
“four olds” (old ideas, culture, customs and habits — tr.).
The great cultural revolution has already touched on politics
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and economy. The struggle (to overthrow those persons in
authority who are taking the capitalist road), the criticism and
repudiation (of the reactionary bourgeois academic “authorities”
and the ideology of the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting
classes) and the transformation (of education, literature and art
and all other parts of the superstructure that do not correspond
to the socialist economic base) in the schools have been
extended to the whole of society. The revolutionary torrents of
the masses are washing away all the mire left over from the old
society, and are changing the whole face of society in our
country.

Young revolutionary fighters! Chairman Mao and the
Party’s Central Committee warmly acclaim your proletarian
revolutionary spirit of daring to think, to speak up, to act, to
break through and to make revolution. You have done a good
deal of good things. Yop have put forward a great many sound
proposals. We are greatly elated, and we warmly support you!
We firmly oppose any attempt that is made to suppress you!
Your revolutionary actions are very fine! We hail you and
salute you!

Comrades, Students!

We must act in accordance with Chairman Mao’s teachings;
dare to struggle and dare to make revolution and be good at
waging struggles and at making revolution. We must take Mao
Tse-tung’s thought as our compass in the great proletarian
cultural revolution and carry out the 16-point decision seriously,
fully, thoroughly and without reservation.

We must, in accordance with Chairman Mao’s teachings,
distinguish who are our enemies and who are our friends.
Attention must be paid to uniting with the great majority, and
concentrating forces to strike at the handful of bourgeois
Rightists. The main target of the attack is those persons in
authority who have wormed their way into the Party and are
taking tﬁe capitalist road. It is essential to hold fast to this
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main orientation in the struggle.

We must act in accordance with the teachings of Chairman
Mao, and carry out the struggle by reasoning and no by
coercion of force. Don’t hit people. This applies also to the
struggle against those persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road as well as to the struggle against landlords, rich
peasants, counter-revolutionaries, ba elements and Rightists.
Coercion or force in the struggle against them can only touch
their skins. Only by reasoning is it possible to touch their
souls. Only by reasoning, by exposing them fully and criticizing
them profoundly, is it possible to expose their counter-
revolutionary features thoroughly, isolate them to the fullest
extent, discredit them, refute them and overthrow them.

The Red Gurads and other revolutionary organizations
of the young people in the colleges and middle schools are
the shock force in the great cultural revolution and a powerful
reserve force of the People’s Liberation Army.

Students and Red Guard fighters! Always be loyal to the
Party, to the people, to Chairman Mao and to Mao Tse-tung’s
thought. Work hard to study and apply Chairman Mao’s works
creatively; make big efforts to apply what you study. Serve the
people wholeheartedly, keep in close contact with the masses,
be exemplary in carrying out the Party’s policies, safeguard
the interests of the people, protect state property, and abide
by the Three Main Rules of Discipline and the Eight Points for
Attention.*

Students! Provided we earnestly study Chairman Mao’s
works, follow his teachings and act according to his instructions,
the great proletarian cultural revolution can certainly achieve
great victories! Let imperialism, modern revisionism and all
reactionaries tremble before our victories!

Long live the great proletarian cultural revolution!
Long live the Communist Party of China!
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Long live the invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung!

Long live the great leader Chairman Mao! Long live, long
live Chairman Mao! : _

(“Jen-min Jih-pao,” Peking, September 1, 1966)

* The Three Main Rules of Discipline are: (1) Obey orders in all
your actions; (2) Do not take a single needle or piece of thread from the
masses; and -(3) Turn in everything captured. The Eight Points for
Attention are: (1) Speak politely; (2) Pay fairly for what you buy;
(3) Return everything you borrow; (4) Pay for anything you damage;
(5) Do not hit or swear at people; (6) Do not damage crops; (7) Do not
take liberties with women; and (8) Do not ill-treat captives.
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