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T here fo re , i f  th e  c lass  c h a ra c te r  o f the  re v o lt o f th e  exp lo ite d  
s o m e -tim e s  expresses its e lf  in  c e r ta in  castes, and  i f  the  s u p re ss io n  
o f  th e  d o w n tro d d e n  e xp lo ite d  c lasses takes  the  c h a ra c te r o f a 
b ru ta l w a r a g a in s t c e r ta in  castes, i t  in  no w ay o b scu re s  the  bas ic  
c h a ra c te r  o f  c lass  s tru g g le . D u r in g  B r it is h  ru le , th e  ru ra l m asses 
w ere  so m u c h  steeped in  th e  m o tio n  o f caste  a n d  c o m m u n a l 
segregation  th a t even th e ir  p o lit ic a l and econom ic revo lts  som etim es 
to o k  a  p e c u lia r ly  o b s c u ra n tis t  c h a ra c te r, as w as the  case w ith  the  
M o p la  R evo lt in  M a la b a r.

Here is  how  E nge ls , the  g re a te r p a r tn e r  o f (he fo u n d e r o f 
s c ie n t if ic  s o c ia lism , K a r l M a rx , ana lyses  the  so -ca lled  re lig io u s  
w a rs  oi M ed ieva l E u ro p e ; "Even the  so -ca lled  re lig ious  w a rs  o f  the  
s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  in vo lve d  p o s itiv e  m a te r ia l c lass  in te res ts ; those  
w a rs  w e re  c lass  w a rs , too, ju s t  as  the la te r  in te rn a l co llis io n s  in 
E n g la n d  a n d  France. A lth o u g h  the  c lass  s lm g g le s  o f  the  d a y  w ere  
c lo th e d  in  re lig io u s  s h ib b o le th s  a n d  th o u g h  th e  in te re s ts ,  
requ irem en ts , a n d  d e m a n d s  o f  the  va rio u s  c lasses w e re  concealed  
b e h in d  a  re lig ious  screen, th is  changed  no th in g  in the m a tte r a n d  
is e a s ily  e xp la in e d  by  the  co n d itio n s  o f  the  tim e .... the  re vo lu tio n a ry  
opp o s itio n  to  fe u d a lis m  w a s  a liv e  a ll d o w n  the m id d le  ages. I t  took  
the  sh a p e  o f  m ys tic ism , open heresy, o r  a rm ed  insu rrec tion , a ll 
d e p e n d in g  on the co n d itio n s  o f  the tim e."

("The Peasant War in Germany").
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T he g ro w in g  a g ra r ia n  d is c o n te n t revea led  in  sp o ra d ic  
o u tb u rs ts  - le a d in g  even to  res is tance  b y  a rm s  to  c o u n te r  the  
g ro w in g  e x p lo ita t io n  a n d  rep ress ion  o f th e  la n d lo rd s  - in  m a n y  
p a r ts  o f th e  c o u n try , has  w ith in  i t  f ir s t  an d  fo re m o s t the  A d ivas is .

T he re  are  3 0  m ill io n  A d iva s is  in  In d ia , as m a n y  as 95  pe r 
cen t o f th e m  liv in g  in  ru ra l In d ia , engaged as a g r ic u ltu ra l labou re rs , 

n fe r io r  te n a n ts , a nd  s m a ll peasants .

R e m n a n ts  o f p r im o rd ia l s lavery, k n o w n  v a r io u s ly  as S agri, 

jo t h i ,  H a li, V e tti, etc., e x is t in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f th e  c o u n try  

espec ia lly  in  the  p re d o m in a n tly  in  A d iva s i areas.

A m o n g s t th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs , w h ic h  is  th e  m o s t 

exp lo ited  c lass  in  In d ia , th e  tr ib a l la b o u re rs  are s t i l l  w orse  off.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  1960-61 R epo rt o f the  C om m iss ione r, fo r 
S chedu led  C astes a nd  S chedu led  T ribes , the  percentage o f land less  

A d iva s is  h a s  g ro w n  fro m  50  in  1950 to  57 in  1956-57 .

E xpe rience  show s th a t  the  sam e tre n d  has  c o n tin u e d  even 
in  the  n e x t decade. E ven a cco rd in g  to  the  D h e b a r C o m m iss io n  
R eport, in  respec t o f in d eb tedn ess , la n d  a lie n a tio n , fo rced  la b o u r, 
and  illite ra c y , th e  tr ib a ls  c o n tin u e  to  be the  w o rs t exp lo ited . In  
T r ip u ra , fo r exam p le , a s ta te  w ith  a m a jo r ity  t r ib a l p o p u la tio n , 
th e y  have been reduced  to  the  p o s itio n  o f m in o r ity  th ro u g h  the  
process o f la n d -g ra b b in g  b y  n o n - tr ib a ls  w ith  the  co n n iva n ce  of, 

and a ss is tance  g iven  by , th e  ru lin g  p a rty .

V o lu m e  II. No. 2. o f the  Bulletin p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  T r ib a l 

W elfa re  D e p a rtm e n t o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f W est B enga l p o in ts  o u t 
th a t  "la rge  a m o u n ts  ol la n d  have been a lie n a te d  in  th e  d is tr ic ts  o f 
M a lda , W est D in a jp u r ,  D a rje e lin g , B irb h u m , 24  P araganas, 
B a n k u ra , P u ru lia , H oogly, B u rd w a n  and  M id n a p o re  d u r in g  the  
pe riod  1956 -196 0 " and  th a t "a lie n a tio n  to o k  place m a in ly  fro m  

tr ib a ls  to  n o n - tr ib a ls " .

I t  s h o u ld  be rem em bered  th a t  these  tra n s fe rs  to o k  place 
desp ite  the  f i f th  schedu le  o f the  c o n s t itu t io n  w h ic h  p ro te c ts  the
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la n d  o f the  A d ivas is .

A  la rge  percentage o f th e m  are s u b je c t to  fe u d a l e x p lo ita tio n  
a nd  s la ve ry  - sqch .as  the  M u ta d a r i sys tem  as in  A n d h ra  Pradesh. 
T he  C o m m is s io n e r o f S chedu led  C astes and  S chedu led  T rib e s  in  
h is  16 th  re p o rt (1966 -67 ) re fe rs  to the  su rve y  co n d u c te d  in  the 
C h in ta p a lle  ta lu k  o f V is a k h a p a tn a m  d is tr ic t .  T h is  e n tire  ta lu k  is 
a ‘sch edu led  a rea ' in  te rm s  o f the  f if th  schedu le  o f  th e  c o n s titu t io n . 
In  th is  area, the  o ld  M u ta d a r i sys tem  c o n tin u e d  lo n g  a fte r 
'ind e p e n d e n ce ' and  a fte r  so -ca lled  e n a c tm e n ts  o f la n d  re fo rm  
p o lic ies . A cco rd in g  to th is  M u ta d a r i system , the  la n d lo rd , i.e., the 
M u ta d a r  en joys re n t free esta tes, b u t  h im s e lf can  c o lle c t e x o rb ita n t 
ren ts .

The C o m m iss io n e r s ta tes  : " In  som e m u th a s , th e  M u ta d a r 
cha rged  re n ts  w o rke d  on the  ba s is  o f each p lo u g h  used by the  ryo t 
fo r c u lt iv a t io n . W h ile  in  the  o th e rs  the re n ts  were charged  on the 
ba s is  o f q u a n tu m  o f seeds sow n". M u ta d a rs  have been progressive ly 
e n h a n c in g  the  re n ts  in  som e cases. "V e tti (i.e. u n p a id  la b o u r  fo r 
M u ta d a r 's  p e rso n a l service) a nd  M am oo ls  (i.e., an  ille g a l exac tion  
lik e  'S a lam i') have n o t y e t d isappeared  com p le te ly ".

The su rve y  a lso  revealed s ta r t l in g  cases o f la n d -a lie n a tio n  
b y  dece iv ing  the  law  : " I t  is ir re g u la r  in  the  A gency area fo r  a 
M u ta d a r  to  be a p a rty  to the  tra n s fe r  o f the  la n d  to  p la in s m e n  b u t 
w ith  the  ass is ta n ce  o f V oo ra  M u n s if f  ( th ro u g h  w h o m  M u ta d a rs  
c o lle c t rent) la n d  appeared to have changed  h ands".

It is  n o t o n ly  the  la n d lo rd s  w ho  have been squeezing  the 
tr ib a ls . Even the  gove rnm en t has been e v ic tin g  th e m  fo r va rio u s  
reasons. We had no ted  how , in  L a k h im p u r  and  o th e r fo res t areas, 
in  U .P., the  g o ve rn m e n t schem e o f la n d  c o lo n is a tio n  has helped 
la n d lo rd s , h ig h  o ffic ia ls , and  in d u s tr ia lis ts ,  to  occu p y  th o u s a n d s  
o f acres o f la n d  to  'dve lop ' th a t  h i l ly  a rea w ith  the  he lp  o f 
g o ve rn m e n t finance .T he  fo llo w in g  in c id e n t re p o rte d  in  Blitz in  its  
issu e  da ted  A p r il 4, 1970, revea ls the  fa te  o f  A d iva s is  a n d  o th e r 
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  in. th e  h a n d s  o f the g o v e rn m e n t w h ic h  ta lk s  o f 
la n d  re fo rm s  day a nd  n ig h t b u t  c o n s is te n tly  c a rr ie s  on a n ti-  
peop les ' po lic ie s  in  ac tion .

Blitz, on  A p r i l , 4 1970, re p o rts  t h a t : "The recen t dec is ion  o f 
th e  M a h a ra s h tra  G o ve rn m e n t to  ev ic t over 4 3 ,0 0 0  A d iva s is  fro m  
so -ca lle d  'fo re s t lands ', w h ic h  th e y  have b ro u g h t un< jer c u lt iv a t io n  
caused  fu ro re  in  s ta te  leg is la tive  A ssem b ly  la s t w eek". V in a y a k
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B have , th e  a u th o r  c o n t in u e s : " In  F e th  ta lu k a  o f N a s ik  d is tr ic t ,  the  
F o re s t D e p a rtm e n t has  so fa r  co lle c te d  ove r Rs. 35  la k h s  fro m  
A d iv a s i la n d le s s  fo r 'encroach ing ' on  fo re s t la n d s  a n d  c u lt iv a t in g  

th e m ".

"T h is  a m o u n t,"  he w rite s , " is  b ig g e r th a n  th a t  sp e n t b y  the  
g o v e rn m e n t on  th e  deve lopm en t a n d  u p l i f t  o f th e  A d ivas is  in  th a t 
ta lu k a " . These in c id e n ts  o n ly  once a g a in  h ig h lig h t th e  g ro w in g  
g ra v ity  o f the  p ro b le m  o f ru ra l la nd less  in  M a h a ra s h tra . A g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u r  c o n s t itu te  24 per cen t o f th e  to ta l p o p u la tio n  and 34  pe r 
c e n t o f th e  r u ra l p o p u la tio n  in  M a h a ra s h tra . In  e ig h t d is tr ic ts  o f 
V id a rb h a  reg ion , a nd  in  five d is t r ic ts  o f M a ra th w a d a , land less  
la b o u re rs  c o n s t itu te  47  per ce n t a n d  3 9  p e r cen t, respective ly , o f 

th e  a g r ic u ltu r is ts .

A c c o rd in g  to  D. R. G adg il, V ice C h a irm a n  o f the  G o ve rn m e n i 
o f In d ia 's  P la n n in g  C o m m iss io n  a n d  a n  e m in e n t econom ist, the 
average p e r c a p ita  incom e o f an a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re r ;s on ly  28 
p e rce n t o f the  p e r c a p ita  incom e (Rs. 392) o f the  M a h a ra s h tra  
peop le  as a  w h o le . T h is  m eans th a t  a n  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re r in  the 

s ta te  lives  on  a lit t le  m ore  th a n  30  pa ise a day.

A s a m a jo r ity  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  b e long  to  the  so-ca lled  
u n to u c h a b le  castes and  b a ckw a rd  tr ib e s , a lo n g  w ith  econom ic 
e x p lo ita t io n , th e y  are sub jec ted  to  so c ia l o p p re ss io n  by  r ic h  

la n d lo rd s , w h o  be long  to  h ig h e r castes.

" I f  th e y  a tte m p t to  assert th em se lves  eco n o m ica lly  and  
so c ia lly , th e y  m u s t be p repa red  to  face o s tra c is m , abuse, th re a ts  

a nd  a s s a u lts  as w e ll as police re p re ss io n ."

A p a rt fro m  these la b o u re rs . 2 9  per c e n t o f a ll the  peasant 
p ro p r ie to rs  in  the  s ta te  are so p o o r th a t  th e y  have to  w o rk  fo r 
o th e rs  as wage la b o u re rs  a p a rt fro m  c u lt iv a t in g  th e ir  ow n sm a ll 

p lo ts  o f la n d .

"A s th o u g h  th is  is  n o t e nough , th e  g o ve rn m e n t's  po lic ies  
have led to  the  e x p ro p r ia tio n  o f a la rge  n u m b e r  o f po o r peasants 
a n d  te n a n ts , th u s  s w e llin g  th e  ra n k s  o f the  la n d le ss ."

B ig  la n d -o w n e rs , w h o  c o n s t itu te  o n ly  7 pe r ce n t o f the 
c u lt iv a to rs ' hou se h o ld s , ow n 40  pe r c e n t o f th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l la n d  

in  the  s ta te .

A s a re s u lt  o f a ll th is , the  n u m b e r  o f  la n d le s s  ru ra l la b o u re rs
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in  M a h a ra s h tra  is g ro w in g  a t a n  a la rm in g  ra te . "W h ile  th e  to ta l 

p o p u la tio n  o f M a h a ra s h tra  in c reased  b y  2 3 .6  pe r ce n t s ince  1961, 
th e  n u m b e r  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  increased  by  93  pe r ce n t 
d u r in g  the  sam e pe riod ."

"The d is c o n te n t a lre a d y  g ro w in g  am ong th e m  m ig h t lead to 
an  exp los ive  s itu a t io n "  co n c lu d e s  Bhave.

In  an e d ito r ia l, Indian Express o f J u ly  31. 1968, re fe rr in g  to 
"cases o f m ob  v io lence a t m a n y  p laces in  the  ru ra l areas", w a rn s  
the  go ve rn m e n t th a t "an  exp los ive  s itu a t io n  m ig h t develop i f  the 
g rievances o f the  t r ib a l are n o t p ro m p tly  looked  in to ".

T he  e d ito r ia l goes on to  add  th a t "the  m a in  g rievance  o f the  
tr ib a ls  re la te  to  land . As M r. S. M. J o s h i to ld  the  L o k  S abha  the  
A d iva s is  are be ing  th ro w n  o u t o f th e ir  la n d s  in  de fiance o f the  law . 
M o s t o f the  tro u b le  com es fro m  the  m o n e y-le n d e rs  w h o  have been 
used so fa r  to  take over la rge areas o f la n d  fro m  the  g u llib le  
A d iva s is  in  rep a ym e n t o f s m a ll loans."

O n ly  recen tly , a fte r  the  u p r is in g  o f the  S r ik a k u la m  tr ib a ls , 
law s  have been enacted to a b o lis h  the  M u ta d a r i system . O fco u rse , 
i t  does no t m ean th a t i t  has  been im p le m e n te d .

A n  u p su rg e  o f the  tr ib a ls  is  a lready  th e  o rd e r o f the  day, and 
th e y  are a lre a d y  on the  m a rc h ; com p le te  a b o lit io n  o f fe u d a l la n d  
re la tio n s  is the  m ost u rg e n t d e m a n d  o f the  A d ivas is . The dem and  
can  be rea lised  o n ly  by  o rg a n is in g  th e m  to take  the  law  in to  th e ir  
ow n h a n d s  and im p le m e n t i t  by  the  u n ite d  force o f the  m ovem ent.

T he  G ove rnm en t m akes  th e  d u b io u s  plea th a t i t  is  sp e n d in g  
h u n d re d s  o f m illio n s  o f rupees fo r the  w e lfa re  o f the  tr ib a ls . By 
e s ta b lis h in g  separa te  pane h a ya ts  a n d  p a n ch a ya t s a m ith ie s  fo r 
th e  tr ib a ls  and  separa te  c o n s titu e n c ie s  lo r  th e  A ssem blies, the 
ru lin g  c lass  m a in ta in s  th a t  t r ib a l w e lia re  is  its  spec ia l in te re s t. 
S chedu led  castes and sch e d u le d  tr ib e s  are be ing  show n  c e rta in  
spec ia l fa v o u r by the  ru lin g  c lass  so as to  c rea te  by these m e th o d s  
a sec tion  o f la b o u r a r is to c ra c y ' am ong  them , w ho  c o u ld  reap 
c e rta in  b e n e fits  and rise  above the  level o f the  exp lo ited  classes, 
so th a t  th ro u g h  th e ir  h o ld  on  the  b a ckw a rd  castes the  ru lin g  c lass  
can  c o n tin u e  to  e x p lo it th e m  m ore  fu lly .  The p resen t-day  la b o u rs  
ol th is  c lass  have le a rn t i t  as an  a r t  to  dupe  the  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u re rs  b y  these m e th o d s . A  few jo b s  here  and the re , c e r ta in  
n u m b e r o f p a n c h a y a t p re s id e n ts , and  m em bers  o f the  A ssem b ly ,
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crea tes  th e  c o n d it io n s  fo r  caste  and  p o lit ic a l c o r ru p t io n  to  d iv ide  
th e  ra n k s  o f th e  e xp lo ite d  classes, a nd  to m ake  use o f th is  g ro w in g  
'la b o u r a r is to c ra c y ' fo r  c e rta in  necessary  p u lls .  I t  he lps  to  crea te  
"s ta tu s  d iffe rences  w ith in  the  low er caste  to  p la y  the  ro le o f the  
m id d le -m a n  in  the  in te re s ts  o f w e a lth y  an d  p o w e rfu l h ig h  castes. 
As a w r ite r  in  Economic and Political W eekly (J a n u a ry  8, 1972), p u t 

i t  :

To be su re  the re s e w a tio n  o f  cons ituenc ies  serves  
to focus  p u b lic  a tte n tio n  on a  s m a ll n u m b e r o f  schedu led  

caste  c a n d id a te s  a t every e lection  a n d  a long  w ith  the 
o the r m easu res  in te n d e d  to b e n e fit the  H a rija n s , th is  
too co n tr ib u te s  to s ta tu s  d iffe re n tia tio n  w ith in  th e lo w e r  

castes  .... o th e r resources tend  s im u lta n e o u s ly  to f lo w  
in  the sam e d ire c tio n  : The m an o f  p o lit ic a l p rom inence  
m a y be n o m in a te d  to the D is tr ic t W e lfa re  C om m ittee , 
cha rged  w ith  a llo ca tin g  la n d  a n d  o th e r resources to 
H a rija n s , a n d  the  C om m ittee m em bers ta k e  good care  
o f  th e ir  close k insm en. F u rthe r, h is  c h ild re n  a re  ra th e r  
m ore lik e ly  to go th ro u g h  school a n d  co llege a n d  so ava il 
o f  sch o la rsh ip s  there  a n d  p re fe re n tia l trea tm en t to 
g o ve rnm en t Jobs la te r. Hence the so -ca lled  specia l 
pre fe rence  g iven  to schedu led  cas tes  a n d  schedu led  
tr ibes  c rea tes  a  m easure  o f  w e a lth  a n d  p o w e r  (fo r a 
fe w , but) the  la rge  m a jo r ity  (o f sch edu led  castes a nd  
sch e d u le d  tribes) as  w e ll as  the  o th e r poo r con tinue  to 
f in d  the p o lit ic a l sys tem  un respons ive  to th e ir  w a n ts  

None am ong them  a re  ever b o the red  a b o u t the  
la rg e r in s t itu t io n a l m echan ism s o f  econom ic a n d  socia l 
s e tu p  w h ic h  u n d e rlie  a n d re n e w  the cu rren t inequa lities  

n o r a re  they p repa red , d u e  to th e ir  close contacts  
e s ta b lis h e d  in the  process w ith  the h ig h e r classes, to 
a d d re ss  them se lves to the ta sks  o f  ch ang ing  the to ta lity  
o f  e xp lo itin g  sys tem  to the one th a t w o u ld  genera te  

e ffec tive  socia l, econom ic a n d  p o lit ic a l e q u a lity .

T h is  is e xa c tly  the  pu rpose  o f th e  spec ia l schem es and  
in s t itu t io n s  se t u p  by the  G o v e rn m e n t in  re la tio n  to  schedu led  
cas tes  a nd  sch e d u le d  tr ib e s  a nd  to  expect som e good in  the  la rg e r 

sense is  a m y th .

'W e lfa re ' soc ie ties  are a s p e c ia lity  o f th is  c o u n try . H a r ija n  
w e lfa re , t r ib a l w e lfa re , w om en 's  w e lfa re  le a d in g  u p  to  the a n im a l
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w e lfa re  in  th is  g o d -fea ring , a c q u is itive , soc ie ty  are  n u m e ro u s . 
B enevo lence is  the  sacred  p a th  to Moksha. O ne c a n n o t show  
benevo lence u n le s s  th e re  are po o r a nd  beggars. There fo re , to 
s u s ta in  the  poo r fro m  e x t in c t io n  is a re lig io u s  d u ty . A n d  th is  d u ty  
is  be s t p e rfo rm ed  in  o u r  so c ie ty  to  th e  b e s t o f  i ts  a b il i ty  th ro u g h  
w e lfa re  schem es. A n d  one s u c h  schem e w as th e  tr ib a l w e lfa re  
schem e. A  d e s c r ip tio n  o f its  fu n c t io n in g  w as p rov ided  by  Blitz in  
its  issue  o f J u ly  31, 1971. T h is  is  an  in te re s tin g  and  ty p ic a l 

in s ta n ce  o f w e lfa re , enacted  w ith  fan fa re  by  th e  s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  
in  In d ia . T h is  is  a d is g u s tin g  ta le  o f c o r ru p t io n  in  the  nam e o f the  

tr ib a l w e lfa re . No c o n s p ira c y  case has even been in s t itu te d  aga ins l 
any  o f su ch  c rim e s  in  o u r  c o u n try .

M a d h y a  P ra d e s h  T r ib a l  C o -o p e ra t iv e  D e v e lo p m e n t 
C o rp o ra tio n , e s ta b lish e d  in  M a rch  I9 6 0 , "to  ach ieve the  u rg e n t 
soc ia l p u rpose  o f sav ing  fro m  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  the  tr ib a ls  w h o  are 
over 70  la k h s  in  n u m b e r (22 p e r ce n t o f the  p o p u la tio n ) o f the  
s ta te  a cco rd in g  to  Blitz o f J u ly  30, 1971, h a s  cpm e to  g r ie f  a fte r 
h a v in g  squande re d  a b o u t Rs. 3 crores.

T he  c o rp o ra tio n  w as to  ensu re  :

(1) P roper s u p p ly  o f co m m o d itie s  o f d a ily  use a t fa ir  p rices  
to  the  tr ib a ls  ;

(2) and  reasonab le  p rice  fo r  the  fo re s t p roduce  co llec ted  
by  the  tr ib a ls .

"In  the  g u ise  o f s u p p ly in g  th in g s  o f d a ily  use to  the  tr ib a ls  a t 
fa ir  p rices, th e  c o rp o ra tio n  pu rch a se s  e v e ry th in g  u n d e r  the su n  
“ Xcept the  c o m m o d itie s  a c tu a lly  needed b y  the  tr ib a ls  every day."

F o r exam ple , the  c o rp o ra tio n  p u rch a se d  rakhis w o rt h some 
akhs, 6 0 ,0 0 0  te re lyne  s u it in g  pieces co s tin g  m ore th a n  Rs. 6 
akhs, te re lyne  s h ir t in g  c o s tin g  Rs. 3 .4 5  la k h s , a n d  a n o th e r h a lf  

m il l io n  rupees w ere sq u a n d e re d  on  th e  p u rch a se  o f l ip s tic k s ,
’  pow ders, choco la tes, c o s tly  c ro cke ry , a n d  h ig h  q u a lity  tea

'offee.

M r. N a rohna , Blitz re p o rts , w h o  w as a p p o in te d  to  in ves tiga te  
in to  th e  w o rk in g  o f the  c o rp o ra tio n  has  c a lc u la te d  th e  loss 
in c u rre d  b y  the  c o rp o ra tio n  to  be Rs. 89  la kh s .

To achieve th is  b r i l l ia n t  re s u lt, the  c o rp o ra tio n  sp e n t la v is h ly  
on  the  e s ta b lis h m e n t:

Tribals : Worst among the Exploited 477

Rs.

1965 6 6  .............. 14 ,15 ,63 0

1966 67  ........ 2 3 ,9 0 ,2 3 2

1967-68  ............. 2 9 ,9 1 ,2 6 3

1968 69  ........ 2 7 ,9 2 ,5 6 6

1969 -70  .................... 2 1 ,6 3 ,6 6 0

T h is  re m in d s  m e o f a d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  g o ve rn m e n t o f 
E n g la n d  by  th e  fa m o u s  w r ite r  T h o m a s  Pa ine  in  h is  b ook  "Rights of 
Man", fo r the  p u b lic a t io n  o f w h ic h  he w as cha rged  w ith  se d itio n  in  
1792, as the  a u th o r  and  p u b lis h e r  o f the  book , a n d  w as sentenced 

to  ou tlaw ry '.

"T h a t the  G o v e rn m e n t o f E n g la n d " w ro te  Paine, " is  as g re a t 
i f  n o t the  g rea tes t p e rfe c tio n  o f fra u d  and  c o r ru p t io n  th a t ever to o k  
p lace  s ince g o ve rn m e n ts  began, is  w h a t yo u  c a n n o t be a s tra n g e r 
to , u n le s s  the  c o n s ta n t h a b it  o f see ing i t  has b lin d e d  y o u r  sense .

D o n o t su ch  ob jec tive  c o n d it io n s  lead  to  an  exp los ive  

s itu a t io n ?  If  they  do w h o  is  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  it?

I t  is  w ith  th is  gen e ra l b a c k  g ro u n d  th a t  one m u s t lo o k  a t the  
g ro w in g  d is c o n te n t b u r s t in g  in to  re v o lt  u n d e r  c o n t in u o u s  
p ro vo ca tio n  a nd  h ig h -h a n d e d  v io le n t a c tiv it ie s  o f the  la n d lo rd s  in  
co n n iva n ce  a n d  s u p p o r to f th e  po lice . S u ch  b u rs t in g  o f d is c o n te n t, 

be i t  in  N a xa lb a ri, S r ik a k u la m , G o p ib a lla b p u r, E as t G odava ri. 
M u s h a h a r i, L a k h im p u r , K h a m m a m , W a ra n g a l - everyw here  the  
sam e p a tte rn  o f lo ca l people d is lodged  fro m  lands , illega l e xa c tio n s  
ofmamools, forced free la b o u r, u n im a g in a b ly  low  wages, ex trem e ly  

h ig h  in te re s t ra tes, are  fleec ing  th e  people to  th e ir  bones. The 
C o m m u n is ts  in  a ll these a reas are d o in g  th e  le g itim a te  d u ty  o f 
o rg a n is in g  these g ir i ja n s  to  f ig h t fo r  b e tte r  wages a nd  fo r la n d , and 
to  a b o lish  fe u d a l e xa c tio n s  lik e  free la b o u r, lo w  wages, false 
m easu res , a nd  m amools. In  the  process, i t  is  the  la n d lo rd s  
v io lence  th a t  th e y  have to  e n c o u n te r f irs t .  T he  s u p p o r t a lw ays, in  
every' area, o f the  po lice  an d  the  g o v e rn m e n t is  on  th e  s ide o f the  

la n d lo rd s . S uch  h a s  been the  s to ry  everyw here .

To ta ke  the  S r ik a k u la m  g ir i ja n  peasan t re v o lt as an  in s ta n c e  
fo r  a s h o rt review  w o u ld  reveal t r u ly  w h o  are the  a c tu a l co n s p ira to rs  
- the  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  w h o  s tood  b y  the  people on  the  degeneratee
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la n d lo rd s  a nd  th e ir  re p re se n ta tive s  in  the  g o ve rn m e n t. The s h o rt 
no te  be low , m a in ly  in  th e  fo rm  o f e x tra c ts  fro m  d a ily  Press, w h ic h  
are g e n e ra lly  a n t i-c o m m u n is t,  s h o u ld  c le a r ly  prove th a t the 
g ir i ja n  p easna ts  ha d  no  o th e r  w ay except to  c o u n te r  la n d lo rd  and 

g o v e rn m e n tc o u n te r-  re v o lu tio n a ry  v io lence w ith  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  
v io lence  o f th e ir  ow n. I t  w i l l  c le a r ly  p o in t o u t how  the  la n d lo rd s  in  
th e ir  every' day re la tio n s  w ith  the  people behaved m e rc ile ss ly  and 
ille g a lly . A nd  yet, every one o f th e ir  illega l ac ts  w ere condoned  by 
the  la n d lo rd  gove rn m e n t. I t  w il l  c le a r ly  reveal h o w  th e  la n d lo rd s  
w ere neve r bo the red  w ith  the  c o n s t itu t io n a l r ig h ts  a nd  priv ileges 
o f the  g ir i ja n s  in co rp o ra te d  in  the  f if th  schedu le  o f the  c o n s titu t io n , 
s ince  tire - la n d lo rd s  kn o w  th a t a n y  c o n s t itu t io n a l p riv ilege  to any' 
sec tion  o f th e  people, w h ic h  goes c o u n te r to th e  in te re s ts  o f the 
la n d lo rd s , is  a fake. A n d  th e y  proved i t  in  a c tio n . The la n d lo rd s  
knew  th a t  pow er is  he ld  o n ly  b y  those w ho  w ie ld  th e  g u n  and  used 
i t  m e rc ile ss ly . T he re b y  th e y  ta u g h t th is  h is to r ic  t r u th  to the 
in n o c e n t g ir ija n s . T he  g o ve rn m e n t, by  s ta n d in g  a lw a ys  on  the side 
o f the  la n d lo rd s  and  a c tin g  a lw ays a t the  b ehes t o f the  la n d lo rd s , 
ta u g h t th e m  the  lesson th a t  th is  g o ve rn m e n t w il l  noi o n ly  come to 
its  rescue a g a in s t la n d lo rd  goonda isn r b u t w il l  its e lf a dop t worse 
m e th o d s  in  the  in te re s ts  o f  th e  la n d lo rd s .

M ore  th a n  w h a t the  C o m m u n is ts  ta u g h t th e m , experience 
the  b e s t teacher. R e v o lu tio n a rie s  o n ly  p in p o in te d  these m u lt i ­

faceted t r u th s  on th e  ba s is  o f th e  m u lti- fa c e te d  experience o f the  
g ir i ja n s  them se lves.

T he  fo llo w in g  re c ita t io n  o f facts, as w as re p o rte d  in  the 
'respectab le ' Press, w i l l  revea l the  t r u th  th a t "the  tim es o f  
s u p e rs titu tio n  w h ic h  a ttr ib u te d  revo lu tions  to the  i l l  w i l l  o f  a  Jew  
a g ita to rs  has long p a sse d  a w a y . E very  one lenows n o w -a -d a ys  
tha t, w h e re ve r the re  a re  re v o lu tio n a ry  convu ls ions, the re  m ust be 
som e soc ia l w a n t in  the backg round , w h ich  is p re ve n te d  by  ou tw orn  
in s titu tio n s , f r o m  s a tis fy in g  i t s e l f "  (Marx : "Revolution and Counter - 
Revolution").

R evolt in  Srikakulam

Times of India, w r it in g  a  rev iew  on th e  g ir i ja n  re v o lt in  

S r ik a k u la m , p e r t in e n tly  b e g ins  : "R endered despera te  b y  the ir 
m is e ry , a n d  th e  h a ra s s m e n t o f a v a ric io u s  p la in s m a n , the  g ir ija n : 
o f S r ik a k u la m  have tu rn e d  to  v io lence  to  avenge th e ir  w rongs.' 
(J a n u a ry  4, 1970).
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Its  h is to ry  o f s trugg le , w h ic h  has  b lazed  th e  t r u th  th a t  ta k in g  
u p  a rm s  is  th e  o n ly  w a y  o u t fo r  th e  d o w n tro d d e n , u p ro o te d , 

p e a s a n try  in  o u r  coun try ', is  e sse n tia l a t th e  m o m e n t.

C onditions o f the People

(1) "The econom ic  life  o f th e  people  is  a la rm in g ly  m ise ra b le . 

.Vhile som e o f th e  tr ib a ls  live  on  s h if t  c u lt iv a t io n  (podu), som e 
rth e rs  depend on  the  sale o f fo res t p roduce  su ch  as ta m a r in d , 
v h ic h  th e y  b a r te r  a t w e e k ly  m a n d ie s  o r se ll th e m  to  th e ir  re g u la r  

cu s to m e rs . I t  is  sa id  th a t  a m a u n d  o f ta m a r in d  is exchanged fo r 

t k ilo  o f  s a lt  o r  a s m a ll b o ttle  o f sw eet o il."

A g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  is  the  m a in  o c c u p a tio n  o f the  g ir ija n s . 

■'The d a ily  wages o f these m en  range fro m  2 0  to 40  paise. The 
n o rm a l food o f these people is  g ru e l m ade o u t o f ta m a r in d  seed 

pow der."

It is s a id  th a t m oney-lende rs  f ro m  the p la in s  p a y  
Rs. 10 to g ir ija n s  a n d  o b ta in  a  p rono te  f o r  Rs. 100 or 
m o re ,a n d  so m e tim e s  even  s ig n e d  b la n k  p a p e rs . 
W hateve r a m o u n t is p a id  is c re d ite d  as  in te rest. They  
a re  sh o w n  huge d e b ts  a g a in s t them  a n d  a re  a ske d  to 
p a r t  w ith  the p iece o f  la n d  th e y  possess. I f  not, they a re  
e v ic te d fro m  th e ir la n d s  w ith  the conn ivance  o f  the local 

police  a n d  revenue o ffic ia ls .

In  a  b id  to p reven t the p la in s  peop le  fro m  g rabb ing  
LlTe la n d s  o f  g ir ija n s  in the  A gency  area , a  leg is la tion  
w a s  p a sse d  as  e a rly  as 1917. T h is  la w  w a rra n ts  p r io r 
a p p ro v a l o f  the d is tr ic t  C o llec to r f o r  la n d  a liena tions .
B ut, u n fo rtu n a te ly , a ll these y e a rs  it w a s  honoured  
m ore in the breach. The a d m in is tra tiv e  m a ch in e n j does  
no t ex is t as  f a r  as  la n d  tra n s a c tio n  in  the tr ib a l areas. 
B e n e fits  o f  independence  f o r  the  tr ib a ls  have been 

a lm o s t n il.

T hough  crores o f  m pees a re  be ing s u n k  in the  
nam e o f  tr ib a l w e lfa re  u n d e r the  f iv e  y e a r  p la n s  - 
nobody lenows w h e re  a ll th is  m oney has g o n e ..... The  
governm ents have been ob liv ious  to th e ir  respons ib ilities  
to w a rd s  these v ir ile  c o lo u rfu l sec tions  o f  the people  

u n t il th e y  go t N a x a lite jo lt .

A s  a  resu lt, the g ir ija n s  k n o w  the governm ent
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o n ly  in  Ih e fo rm  o f  fo re s t  gua rds , w h o  o b s tru c t them  
f r o m  c a rry in g  f ire w o o d  fro m  the  fo re s ts , un less  o f  
cou rse  th e ir  p a lm s  a re  greased.

The tr ib a l fm a n c e  a n d  deve lopm en t co rpo ra tion  
co u ld  no t p la y  its  ro le  to he lp  the g ir ija n s , in h ib itd  as it 
is  b y  its  ow n  inep t a n d  even co rru p t s ta ff.

(Daily News : M a rc h  14, 1970).

(2) T he  Times o f India in  its  re p o rt on  'R evo lt in  S rika lcu lam ' 
da ted  J a n u a ry  4, 1970, speaks o f :

"The  lo n g  - s ta n d in g g rie v a n c e s  o f the  tr ib a ls , ca lle d  g ir ija n s , 
w h o  have been ru th le s s ly  e xp lo ited  fo r decades b y  m e rc h a n ts  and 
the  m oney  le n d e rs  fro m  the  p la in s  ; " fo re s t g u a rd s , w h o  behave 
w ith  th e m  like  l i t t le  H itle rs "; "p la in s 'm e rc h a n tw h o  b u y s  the  fo res t 
p roduce  fo r  a song a nd  in  tim e s  o f needs le n d s  th e m  m oney a t 
e x o rb ita n t ra te  o f in te re s t"  re s u lt in g  " in v a r ia b ly " , in  g ir ija n s  
" lo s in g  h is  la n d  to th e  m oney lender"; "va s t s tre tch e s  o f la n d  
p a ss in g  in to  the  h a n d s  o f the  p la in s m a n  w h o  w en t and  se ttled  in  
th e  A gency areas"; "the  p lig h t o f t r ib a ls  w h o  are  b e in g  pa id  25 paise 
a day b y  la n d  o w n e rs  fo r w o rk in g  in  the  fie lds "; "m e rc h a n ts  fleecing  
the  ill ite ra te , u n s o p h is tic a te d  tr ib a ls " , w h o  w ere  pa id  "a p itta n ce  
fo r th e  fo re s t p roduce  b ro u g h t by  th e  g ir i ja n s  a nd  m ake  fa b u lo u s  
p ro fits " .

T he  re p o rts  in  the  Press, as ea rly  as in  1968, spoke o f the  
u n e x a m p le d  w re tch e d n e ss  o f the life  o f the  g ir ija n s , u n e n d in g  
e x p lo ita t io n  o f these tr ib a l people, u n h in d e re d  by  a n y  law  o f the  
c o u n try  so w in g  seeds o f d is c o n te n t, and  f in a lly  p ro v o k in g  them  to 
re vo lt due  to  the  b ru ta l b e h a v io u r o f the  g o v e rn m e n t and  open 
d e c la ra tio n  o f  w a r by the  la n d lo rd s .

(3) T he  spec ia l c o rre sp o n d e n t o f the  H indu re p o rts  the 
" te n s io n  in  th e  area" w h ic h  "has  been m o u n tin g  a fte r  a n  in c id e n t 
in  the  Lev id i v illage  .... w he re  tw o persons w ere  s h o t dead in  
O c to b e r 1967 by' the  la n d lo rd s . The fo llo w in g  fa c ts  re g a rd in g  some 
issues o f th e  area  w ere  p u b lis h e d  b y  i t  in  F e b ru a ry  1968 :

"B a s ic a lly  the  p re se n t te n s io n  s p r in g s  fro m  a n  a g ra ria n
p ro b le m ......Severa l p la in s  people se ttled  d o w n  a t th e  foo t o f the
m o u n ta in s  as m oney  lende rs . The h il l  la n d s  passed to  th e m  
s low ly , e ith e r  becasue th e  g ir i ja n s  co u ld  n o t redeem  the  m ortgages 
u i oecause th e  la n d lo rd s  them se lves e xp lo ited  the  ill i te ra c y  o f the
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g ir i ja n s  a n d  n o w  show  d o c u m e n ts  in  th e ir  favou r.

• H indu, aga in , re p o r t in g  in  M a rch  1968 says : "The g ir i ja n  
u n re s t in  th e  Agency v illa g e s  o f S r ik a k u la m  d is tr ic t ,  th a t  cam e to 
th e  s u rfa ce  in  J u ly  la s t ye a r has b ro u g h t in to  focus  the  fa ilu re  o f 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t and  v o lu n ta ry  agencies p ro g ra m m e  d e a lin g  w ith  

the  t r ib a l w e lfa re ".

"The la s t ce n su s  show s th a t the re  w ere 12 la k h s  g ir i ja n s  in  
A n d h ra  P radesh an d  th a t  97  per ce n t o f th e m  w ere  ill ite ra te . In  
S r ik a k u la m  d is tr ic t ,  th e  p re d o m in a n t c o m m u n ity  is  Savara tr ib e  
an d  the  ce n su s  show ed th a t o u t o f6 8 ,0 0 0  S avaras in  the  s ta te  o n ly  
3 h ad  a q u a lif ic a t io n  equa l to  m a tr ic u la t io n  and  o n ly  103 had 
sch o o lin g  u p to  th e  p r im a ry  s ta te  level. O f lic ia ls s a y  the  p ic tu re  has 

re m a in e d  m u c h  th e ’ sam e today."

" I t  is  a gene ra l fe e lin g  now  am ong  th e  o lf ic ia ls  and the  p u b lic  
in  the  d is t r ic t  th a t it w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  a t le a s t a 'b e g in n in g  is m ade 
to  solve th e  m a n y  p ro b le m s  the  g ir i ja n s  have been fac ing  a ll these 
yea rs . T he  p ro b le m s  are m a in ly  a g ra r ia n , s u c h  as la n d  o w n e rs h ip  
an d  h ig h e r wages; b u t  the re  are o th e r p ro b le m s  su ch  as b r in g in g  
to  th e  g ir i ja n  c o m m u n it ie s  ideas re g a rd in g  s a n lia t io n , b e tte r  food 
h a b its , e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a tio n , etc. These p ro b le m s  were never 
s e r io u s ly  co n s ide red  before , in  sp ite  o f seve ra l m easu res  a im e d  a t 

g ir i ja n  u p lif t . "

(4) Andhra Patrika o f M a rch  25 , 1968, in  a spec ia l re p o rt on 

"Problems of Srikakulam Agency" says :
%

" I t  is  the  fa ilu re  o f the  g o v e rn m e n t to  im p le m e n t A n d h ra  
P radesh S chedu led  A reas  Land T ra n s fe r R e g u la tio n  A ct, 1959, 
th a t  h a s  been re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  p re se n t te n s io n  in  the area".

"The people fro m  the  p la in  areas have ille g a lly  o ccup ied  the  
la n d  w h ic h  has  been in  th e  h a n d s  o f g ir i ja n s  fo r h u n d re d s  o f 

yea rs ."

"A t p re se n t in  S r ik a k u la m  A gency area, i f  h u n d re d  acres are 
ow ned  by  the  peasan ts  co m in g  fro m  th e  p la in s , Lhe g ir i ja n s  ow n 

o n ly  one acre".

T h e re  are  8 0 ,0 0 0  g ir i ja n s  in  S r ik a k u la m  A gency area. The 
la n d lo rd s  w h o  g o t 'free la b o u r ’ fro m  these  g ir i ja n s  p repa red  the  
g ro u n d  fo r  th e  c o m m u n is t p ropaganda . " In  th is  area, la n d lo rd s  
w h o  cam e fro m  the  p la in s  a n d  g rew  a ff lu e n t, have in flu e n c e  in  the
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g o ve rn m e n t. The o ffic ia ls  p layed  to  the tu n e  o f the  la n d lo rd s  .... 
The m ore  the  la n d lo rd s  fro m  the  p la in s  a n d  th e  po lice  use force to 
c o n tro l the  p re se n t s itu a t io n , the  m ore  the  g ir i ja n s  w il l  ge t
p ro v o k e d ..... There fo re , u n le ss  the  la n d  o ccu p ie d  by the  people o f
the  p la in s  is  su rveyed  a nd  Pattas g ra n te d  to  the  g ir ija n s , the 
e ffo rts  to  e s ta b lis h  a g ir i ja n  ra j is inev itab le ".

(5) Link, M a rch  17, 1968, says : "E x p lo ite d  fo r  g ene ra tions , 
the  t r ib a l p o p u la tio n  o f P a rv a lh ip u ra m , in  the  n o r th e rn  d is tr ic t  o f 
S r ik a k u la m  b o rd e rin g  O rissa  is  now  fee ling  th e  u rge  to  free its e lf  
fro m  econom ic  a nd  soc ia l e x p lo ita tio n ".

"P a rv a th ip u ra m  A gency is  repu ted  fo r  its  a b u n d a n t forest 
w e a lth . R ich  la n d lo rd s  fro m  the  p la in s  a n d  m id d le -m e n  have 
t ra d it io n a lly  been liv in g  on th e  to il ol the g ir i ja n s . A  few years  ago. 

Le ft C o m m u n is ts  organ ised th e m  and launched  m ovem ents  aga inst 
'la n d lo rd  e x p lo ita t io n , b u t  p re c io u s  l i t t le  w a s  done by the  

a d m in is tra tio n  to am e lio ra te  th e ir  co nd itions , desp ite  the a m b itio u s  
w e lfa re  schem e."

F ru s tra te d  and angered by  the  c o llu s io n  betw een p e tty  
revenue  a nd  fo res t o ffic ia ls  a n d  the la n d lo rd s , the  tr ib a ls  have 
ta k e n  to  s trugg le . G one are th e  days w hen  the  g ir i ja n  used to ru n  
aw ay a t the  s ig h t o f the  p la in s  people". "D u r in g  th e  las t 3 m on t hs 
the re  have been over h u n d re d  in c id e n ts , b ig  and  sm a ll. F o r 
m o n th s  p ro h ib ito ry ' o rde rs  u n d e r section  144 w ere en forced in  
scores o f v illages. O n tw o occas ions  the po lice  h ad  to open fire ."

(6) Times of India, M a rch  22, 1968, says :

In  re c e n ty e a rs  the  p la in s  people have m oved in to  a p a rt o f 
the  tra c t."

T hey  have becom e la n d -o w n e rs , m o n e y le n d e rs  and p e tty  
shopkeepers . T h is  has ha rd e n e d  the  tr ib e s  m e n 's  s u s p ic io n  o f the 
p la in s  people. The la t te r  n ow  em p loy  the  tr ib a ls  as fa rm  la b o u r on 
low  o r  m in im a l wages. They lend  m oney a t u s u r io u s  ra tes  o f 
in te re s t an d  e m p loy  h a rs h  m e th o d s  to c la im  th e  e ve r-m oun tin '?  
in te re s ts ". ^

T he  a g ra r ia n  d is c o n te n t w h ic h  the  L e ft C o m m u n is ts  are 
now  cha rged  w ith  fo m e n tin g  has, the re fo re , a rea l base. So fa r the 
po lice  has  fo u n d  i t  eas ie r to  s ide  w ith  th e  p la in s  people in  th e i' 
fre q u e n t q u a rre ls ".
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(7) Statesman %on 'G ir ija n  R evolt' p u b lis h e d  tw o  spec ia l 
a rtic le s  fro m  a spec ia l co rre sp o n d e n t, V. M . N a ir, on  A p r il 11 and  

12, 1968, in  w h ic h  i t  is  s a id  :

"P la in s  m en w h o  m oved in to  the  t r ib a l reserve as m e rc h a n ts , 
m o n ey lende rs  and  c o n tra c to rs  exp lo ite d  th is  b a s ic  w eakness (of 
a d d ic t io n  to  d r in k ) , le n t th e m  m oney, a nd  g ra d u a lly  b o u g h t o u t 
th e ir  la n d s , o ften  fo r a p itta n c e . T oday p ra c t ic a lly  a ll the  fe rtile  wet. 
la n d s  in  th e  reserve area  are ow ned b y  these  se lf-s ty le d  la n d lo rd s  

w hose average h o ld in g  ranges fro m  5 to  9 0  acres."

"L o n g  a fte r independ ence  these p e tty  la n d lo rd s  c o n tin u e d  to 

e x p lo it th e  g ir ija n s . p a y in g  th e m  no m ore  th a n  4 a nnas  fo r a day  s 
w o rk  in  th e  fie lds. C o m m u n is ts  m oved in to  th e  a rea  a nd  began 
o rg a n is in g  the tr ib a ls . T he  la n d lo rd s , m a in ly  c la im in g  to  be 
C ongress m en  and  s u p p o rte rs  o f the  ru lin g  p a rty , re ta lia te d , o lte n  
th ro u g h  u n fa ir  m eans, to  sm oo then  th e  g ro w in g  res tiveness 

am ong  th e ir  vassa ls".

"Loca l o ffic ia ls  were in fluenced  in to  in a c tio n . Tw o p rospe rous  

ry o ts  o f G u m m a  L a k s h m i P u ram , I w as  to ld , even saw  to  it, th a t 
a t r ib a l la b o u r  co -o p e ra tive  w as n o t a w a rded  a n y  c o n tra c t b y  the 
B lo c k  D e v e lo p m e n t O ff ic e r  a lth o u g h  th e re  w as  a s p e c ilic  
g o v e rn m e n t d ire c tio n  to  encourage su ch  co -ope ra tives ." .

"No p o lit ic a l p a rty  a p a rt fro m  th e  C o m m u n is ts  m ade any 
e ffo rt to  red ress  the  g ir i ja n s ' g rievances a g a in s t th e  la n d lo rd s  - O n , 
the  c o n tra ry , they  (o th e r p o lit ic a l pa rties ) re lie d  a nd  c o n tin u e  to 

re ly  h e a v ily  on the  po lice  to  keep the  tr ib a ls  in  check  .

C om m unists and the Girijans

"B y  1955, th e  C o m m u n is ts  m oved in to  the  area and  began 

o rg a n is in g  the  t r ib a ls  .... The M a rx is t C o m m u n is ts  in  the  G ir i ja n  
b e lt  have  c le a r ly  w o n  th e ir  p o in t b y  fo rc in g  an  increase  in  the  
w ages o f t r ib a l la b o u r  a n d  c re a tin g  a fe e ling  am o n g  th e  la n d le ss  

th a t  th e y  can  get la n d ."

"T h is  has em bo ldened  the  C o m m u n is t le a d e rsh ip  in  the 

a rea  to  g ive a ca ll fo r th e  e xp u ls io n  o f a ll the  p la in s m e n  fro m  the  
reg ion  a n d  the  re s to ra tio n  o f a ll lands  to  th e  tr ib a ls . The C o m m u n is t 
a rg u m e n t is  th a t  these la n d s  w ere 'p u rc h a s e d ' fro m  th e  g in ja n s  in  
th e  f ir s t  p lace b y  v io la t in g  th e  Land  R e g u la tio n  A c t o f 1917 w h ic   ̂
p ro h ib its  the  tra n s fe r  o f la n d  to  o u ts id e rs  excep t th ro u g h  an  

. a u c t io n  o r in  p u rs u a n c e  o f a c o u r t decree.
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"A t leas t a p a r t ia l accep tance  o f th is  a rg u m e n t is  im p lic it  in  
th e  s ta te  go ve rn m e n t's  d ic is io n  to  a p p o in t a Specia l O ffice r to  
in v e s tig a te  a ll c o m p la in ts  o f  w ro n g fu l a c q u is it io n s  o f land ."

T he  dem and  lo r  a b la n k e t ban  on p la in s m e n  has become 
tb e  p re te x t fo r an  e q u a lly  ex trem e  a nd  u n te n a b le  re ac tion  b y  the  
la n d lo rd s  w hose p rev ious  re co rd  has  been u n s a tis fa c to ry . H a v in g  
o rg a n ise d  them se lves in to  a R yo ts  Sangam , the  la n d lo rd s  are now  
re s is t in g  even the  le g itim a te  a n d  long  ove rdue  process o f re s to r in g  
t °  d ie  fn b a ls  the  la n d  w h ic h  th e y  have been d e p rived  o f ille g a lly  
a nd  fra u d u le n t ly ."

O ver the  pas t 8 yea rs , th e  C o m m u n is ts  have "S uccess fu lly  
o rgan ised  the  g ir i ja n  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  in to  a m il i ta n t  enough  
body to  be able to e x tra c t a s u b s ta n t ia l in rease in  th e ir  d a ily  wages, 
a nd  o th e rw ise  d e m o n s tra te d  how  s y s te m a tic  and  s u s ta in e d  
p ro p a g a n d a  can tra n s fo rm  even the  m ost h a rm le ss  a b o rig in a ls  
in to  a d a n g e ro u s ly  re b e llio u s  g ro u p ."

No p o lit ic a l p a rty  a p a r t fro m  the  C o m m u n is ts  m ade arty 
e ffo rt to red ress the g ir i ja n s  g rievances  a g a in s t th e  la n d  lo rd s .”

The C ongressm en o f th e  area  w ere la rg e ly  id e n tifie d  w ith
th e  la n d  lo rd  c lass ...... T hey  re lie d  and c o n tin u e  to  re ly  h eav ily  on
the  po lice  to keep the  tr ib a ls  in  check".

In  sh a rp  c o n tra s t, the  M a rx is ts  m oved in to  the  m o u n ta in s , 
lived  w ith  the  tr ib a ls , a n d  id e n tif ie d  th e m se lve s  w ith  th e ir  
a s p ira tio n s  and hopes. Top C o m m u n is t leaders  to u re d  the  area 

. e x h o rt in g  the  g ir ija n s  to rise  a g a in s t the  e x p lo it in g  la n d lo rd s ."

"A n  a ssoc ia tion  ca lled  S r ik a k u la m  G ir ija n  A ssoc ia tion  was

fo rm e d ......... They  succeeded in  b e tte r in g  tbe  lo t o f the low ly  and
e x p lo ite d  t r ib e . T o d a y  g ir i ja n  la b o u re rs  in  E lw in p e t  a n d  
P a rv a th ip u ra m  get the  h ig h e s t wages in  the  area, ra n g in g  fro m  Rs.
3 to 8 in  paddy  fo r a d a y ’s w o rk .

LANDLORDS' HIGH HANDEDNESS : " Indeed  it  is poss ib le  
to  a rgue  th a t the  u n th in k in g  m ilita n c y  o f th e  la n d lo rd s  no t o n ly  
*-r iggered o fi the  tr ib a l u n re s t b u t  laso  p rov ided  a ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r 
th e  C o m m u n is t tac tics ."

"A lth o u g h  the  la n d lo rd s ’ h ig h  handedn ess  are m any , i t  w as
an  in c id e n t oh  O ctober 31, la s t year, th a t sp a rke d  o ff  the  re v o lt .....
O n th a t  day, a g ro u p  o f s lo g a n -s h o u tin g  g ir i ja n s  on its  w ay to  a
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M a rx is t  m e e tin g  were bea ten  u p  b y  la n d lo rd s . W h e n  the  g ir i ja n s  
fo u g h t b a c k , som e la n d lo rd s  b ro u g h t th e ir  g u n s . Tw o g ir ija n s  w ere 

s h o t dead  on the  spo t."

F ro m  the  e a rlie s t days  o f the  G ir i ja n  S angh, th e  la n d lo rd s  

s ta r te d  to  th w a r t  its  a c tiv it ie s  in  a ll d e c e itfu l and  b ru ta l m a n n e r.
As e a rly  as in  1960, th e y  tr ie d  to  m u rd e r  C om rade  V e m p a ta p u  
S a tya n a ra ya n a , even by  th e m  th e  m o s t p o p u la r  p e rs o n a lity  

a m o n g s t th e g ir i ja n s . B ecause  ol u tm o s t v ig ila n c e  he escaped fro m  
th e  d a s ta rd ly  p lan . W ith in  a s h o r t p e rio d  a fte r  th a t, the  la n d lo rd s  
fr ie d  to  bea t u p  C om rade  A d ib a tla  K a ila sa m  in  P e d a kh e rja  v illage .

In  1964, the  P res iden t o f M o n d e n rk h a l g ra m  p a n ch a ya t w as 
severe ly  a ssu a lte d  in  b ro a d  d a y lig h t b y  the  a p p o in te d  gangs te rs  o f 
th e  la n d lo rd s . In  the sam e yea r, w h e n  one o f the  a c tiv is ts  oi G ir i ja n  
S angh , C om rade  V a lla b h u d u , v is ite d  G u m m a  L a k s h m i P u ra m , he 
w as a lso  b ru ta lly  a ssua lted  f i l l  he fe ll dow n  u n co n sc io u s . F ee ling  
c o n fid e n t o f po lice  s u p p o r t to  th e m ,th e  la n d lo rd s , u n d e r  the  
le a d e rs h ip  o f the  w e ll k n o w n  r ic h  g a n g s te r M e d id h a  S a fhyam , 
a tta c k e d  a p rocess ion  o f the  g ir i ja n s  w h o  w ere p roceed ing  to  a 
p u b lic  m e e tin g  to v e n tila te  th e ir  d e m a n d  fo r  h ig h e r wages. I t  w il l  
be in te re s tin g  to  note th a t  the  ve ry  peop le  w h o  w e ie  a ssua lted , 
in c lu d in g  C om rade R a m a lin g a  Chary', w ere charge-shee ted . O n 
M ay 13, 1967, as C om rade  V e m p a ta p u  S a tya n a ra ya n a  was 
s le e p in g  in  fro n t o f h is  house, th e  fa rm  se iw an t o f M e d id h a  
S a fh y a m  a long  w ith  a n o th e r pe rson  cam e to  m u rd e r  h im . L u c k ily , 
th e  o w n e rs  o f a n o th e r house  w h o  were aw ake  sh o u te d  to p u t th e m  
on th e ir  heels. O n J u ly  19, 1967, P em pen i S u r i and  a few o th e rs  
w a ite d  to  shoot C om rade  V e m p a ta p u  S a tya n a ra ya n a . K n o w in g  * 
th e ir  p la n , he avo ided th e ir  h id e -o u t a n d  escaped be ing  sho t dow n. 
O n  the  sam e day, th ree  g ir ija n s , M a n d a n g i G o v in d u d u . C h id d ik a  
M a n g a d u , and  A r ik a  B u d d a d u . o f K o ta p a d u  co lo n y  were severe ly 
a s s a u lte d  in  G u m m a  L a k s h m i P u ra m . Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  th is  
in c id e n t, the  agents o f t lie  la n d lo rd s  began  p a ra d in g  open ly  
a n n o u n c in g  th a t th e y  w o u ld  m u rd e r  C om rade  B u ra s a n n a , an 
a c t iv is t  o f G ir ija n  S angham .T he  a g ita te d  g ir i ja n s  m u s te re d  th e ir  
s tre n g th  to  face th e m  and th e y  to o k  to  th e ir  heels. O n  J u ly  20, 
1967, w h e n  g ir i ja n s  o f M o ra m a  v illa g e  - T a d a k i B a p a n n a , 
C h o w d a n g i D h a n d a n i, a nd  a n o th e r w o m a n  - cam e to  G u m m a  
L a k s h m i P u ra m  fo r som e p u rch a se s  th e y  w ere a lso severe ly 
bea ten . These are o n ly  e x tre m e ly  few  exam p les  o f h u n d re d s  o f 
s u c h  in s ta n ce s  o f la n d lo rd  h ig h -h a n d e d n e s s  d u r in g  these years .
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Police R epression

D u r in g  the  ea rly  period  o f the  fo rm a tio n  o f G ir ija n  A ssoc ia tion  

a nd  legal, peacefu l, a g ita tio n  a n d  s trugg le  a g a in s t illega l e xac tions  
o f th e  la n d lo rd s  and th e ir  h ig h -h a n d e d  v io le n t be h a v io u r, w h a t 
w as th e  a tt itu d e  o f the  G o ve rn m e n t a n d  its  po lice? D id  the 
G o ve rn m e n t and its  law  a n d  o rd e r agency, th e  police, ever b o th e r 
to  e n q u ire  in to  the  charge o f the  g ir i ja n s  th a t  fo res t o ffic ia ls  are 
ille g a lly  e x a c tin g  n o t o n ly  fo rced la b o u r  b u t  a lso mamools fro m  

the  u n e d u ca te d  g ir ija n s ?  D id  the  G o ve rn m e n t ever t r y  to Tind o u t 
the  t r u th  o f th e  a llega tion  o f th e  g ir i ja n s  an d  th e ir  o rg a n is a tio n  - 
the  S r ik a k u la m  G ir ija n  Sangh - th a t the  la n d lo rd s  and  the tra d e rs  
are d ece iv ing  th e g ir i ja n s  w ith  s m a ll illega l m easu re  w hen  they  pay 
them  a nd  are exac ting  u n h e a rd  o f in te re s t on  the  loans fleece them  
to th e ir  bones? D id  th e y  even b o th e r to ch e c k  the  la n d lo rd s ’ h ig h ­
handed  c o n fis c a tio n  o f the  lo re s t p ro d u ce  o f the  g ir i ja n s  a t the 
low est oi the  low  ra tes in  the  nam e o f h a v in g  a ided  th e m  w ith  loans 
even th o u g h  the  law  p ro h ib its  anyone, o th e r th a n  the  g ir ija n  
m a rk e tin g  socie ty, fro m  p u rc h a s in g  th e m  fro m  g ir ija n s ?  N ot o n ly  
were th e  g ir i ja n s  looted w ith  S h y lo c k ia n  in te re s t ra tes, b u t even 
th e ir  la n d s  becam e la n d lo rd s ' p ro p e rty  a g a in s t a ll ca n n o n s  o f the 
law  p ro m u lg a te d  by the  g o ve rn m e n t. D id  the  po lice  in  a ll these 
yea rs  ever e n te rta in  one c o m p la in t o f g ir ija n s  an d  th e ir  o rg a n isa tio n  
- the  G ir i ja n  Sangh - and take  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  la n d lo rd s  fo r th e ir  
b ru ta l v io lence  aga ins t th e  g ir ija n s ?

No. O n the  o th e r h and , in  a ll these years , on the  bas is  o f the 
re p o rts  fro m  the  la n d lo rd s , ex trem e  re p ress ion  w as in s t itu te d  
a g a in s t th o u s a n d s  o f g ir i ja n s  an d  the o rg a n ise rs  o f G ir ija n  Sangh. 
In n u m e ra b le  cases were file d  a g a in s t g ir ija n s . T h o u sa n d s  have 
tre k k e d  th e  pa th  fro m  th e ir  hom e to the  C o u rts . T h o u sa n d s  m ore 
were sent to  the  ja i ls .  New po lice  o u tp o s ts  w ere opened in  

M o n d e m k h a l a n d  N e e la k a n ta p u r a m .  In  th e  p e r io d  o f  
tra n s p la n ta t io n  and h a rve s t i t  had  becom e a com m on  s ig h t o f 
e n c a m p m e n t o f the  reserve po lice  in  th a t area  to  s tr ik e  te r ro r  in  the  •

h e a rts  o f th e g ir i ja n s  w ho  w ere  f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir ju s t if ia b le  dem and
o f inc rease  in  wages.

I t  w as  u n d e r such  la n d lo rd  h ig h -h a n d e d n e ss  and po lice  
re p re ss io n , th a t  the  g ir i ja n s  f in n ly  .u n ite d  in  th e ir  f ig h t in g  
o rg a n is a tio n  the  G ir ija n  S angh , u n d e r th e  lea d e rsh ip  o f the  

re v o lu tio n a ry -m in d e d  C o m m u n is ts , w on  re m a rk a b le  successes
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on  v a r io u s  issues. Forced la b o u r  a n d  la b o u r  g iven  free w ere  
abo lish e d . Mamools to  fo re s t a nd  o th e r o ff ic ia ls  w ere a n n u lle d . 
W ages w ere increased . H ig h  in te re s t ra te s  w ere  b ro u g h t dow n .

S u ch  were the  m e m o ra b le  v ic to r ie s , th a t  th e  la n d lo rd s , in  
c lose co o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t h ad  dec ided  to  p u t a n  end 
to  th is  g ro w in g  re v o lt o f th e  g ir i ja n s  fo r ever. T he  yea r 1967 is  a 
m e m o ra b le  yea r w h ic h  led  to  to ta l a rm e d  re v o lt o f the  g ir i ja n s  
a g a in s t a rm ed  a tta c k s  o f th e  la n d lo rd s  a nd  th e  go ve rn m e n t. T he  
peace fu l a g ita t io n  o f the  g ir i ja n s  w as fo rced  in to  the  h is to r ic  

a m ie d  revolt o f the  S r ik a k u la m  g ir ija n s .

In  i v sow ing  a nd  p la n ta t io n  season o f 1967, the  g ir i ja n s  

u n d e r  t in  . a d e rsh ip  o f G ir i ja n  S angh a n n o u n c e d  the  wage ra te s  
w h ic h  the  g ir i ja n s  dem anded  fro m  the  la n d lo rd s . M eetings and  
p rocess ions  p ro c la im in g  th e  new  ra te s  w ere the  o rd e r o f th e  day. 
H a v in g  no ted  the  v ic to r ie s  o f th e  u n ite d  a n d  the  f ig h tin g  g ir ija n s , 
th e  m o ve m e n t spread to  new  a reas lik e  a t id a l w ave. The la n d lo rd s  
were flabbergasted. The m ovem en t even spread to  G um m a L a k s h m i 
P u ra m , the  c ita d e l o f th e  la n d lo rd s  o f the  area. N e fa rious  p la n s  
w ere secre tly  ha tched  by  th e  la n d lo rd s . T he  la n d lo rd s  o f G u m m a  
L a k s h m i P u ra m  a c tu a lly  becam e m ad . O ne o f the  ca ttle  sheds o f 
th e  la n d lo rd s  w as set on fire  as per the  p la n s  ha tched  b y  the  
la n d lo rd s . R eports  on  C om m un is t a rso n ' Hew in to  the  po lice  
s ta tio n . D ire c t a tta c k s  on  the  g ir i ja n s  w ere s ta rte d . The la n d lo rd s  
v is ite d  H yde rabad  A d d it io n a l po lice  force w as in jec ted  in to  the  
area. S ection  144 w as a n n o u n c e d  in  2 0 0  v illa g e s  ( in c lu d in g g ir i ja n  
gudem s) o f th is  m o u n la n o u s  area fro m  J u ly  24  to A u g u s t 25, 
1967. In  G u m m a  L a k s h m i P u ra m  a nd  L a k k a g u d a , police parades 
a n d  m a rch e s  becam e a d a ily  o ccu rre n ce . Police a tro c it ie s  a nd  
la n d lo rd  v io lence  inc reased  p h e n o m e n a lly . T he  in n o c e n t a nd  
u n e d u c a te d  g ir i ja n  w a s  le a rn in g  p o lit ic a l lessons o u t o f th is  
experience . The expe rience  te ache rs  - th e  la n d lo rd s  and  the  
g o v e rn m e n t - v a s tly  extended  a nd  im p ro ve d  the  e d u ca tio n  o f th e  
il l i te ra te  fo re s t tr ib e s  d u r in g  th is  s h o r t  pe riod  o f a few m o n th s  by  
th e ir  co -o rd in a te d  o lfens ive  s tep a g a in s t the  g ir ija n s .

Even u n d e r a ll these  p ro v o c a tio n s  th e  u n ite d  m il i ta n t  

G ir i ja n  Sangh c o n tin u e d  its  a c tiv it ie s  a nd  ex tended its  sphere  o f 
in flu e n c e . In  these few  m o n th s  o f im m e n se  a c t iv ity  fo r increased  
w ages an d  land , h u n d re d s  o f g ir i ja n s  w ere  be a te n .A  few  m ore  
h u n d re d s  w ere ta ke n  to  the  po lice  s ta t io n  to  te rro r is e  a nd  to r tu re  
th e m . A  few  g ir i ja n  a c tiv is ts  w ere a rre s te d , in c lu d in g  C om rade
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A p p a la  S u r i, S ecre ta ry  o f  the  D is tr ic t  A g r ic u ltu ra l L a b o u r U n io n .

T h o u s a n d s  o f in s ta n c e s  o f b ru ta l te r ro r  b y  the  la n d lo rd s  
c o u ld  be g iven. I be lieve these are enough  to sh o w  th e  tre n d  o f 
even ts  in  th a t  a rea  w h ic h  led to  the  a rm ed  re ta lia t io n  o f th e g ir i ja n s  
a g a in s t the  la n d lo rd s .

D em ocracy in A ction

I t  w as in  su ch  c irc u m s ta n c e s , le a d ing  to  a dange rou s  

s itu a t io n , th a t on A u g u s t 16 in  a press con fe rence , I had dep lo red  
(he p ro m u lg a tio n  o f se c tio n  144 and the  b e a tin g  u p  o f a large 
n u m b e r o f people u n d e r  th e  "d ire c t in s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  la n d lo rd s " 

(Indian Express A u g u s t 18 , 1967). Express re p o rts  th a t I had "appealed 
to the  G o ve rn m e n t to  w ith d ra w  sec tion  144 and  s top  police 
rep ress ion  to create  p ro p e r c o n d it io n s  fo r an im p a r t ia l and 
t r u th fu l  e n q u iry " .

In  d ire c t re p ly  to  th is  s ta te m e n t "a sp o ke sm a n  o f the  
S r ik a k u la m  D is tr ic t  Police" annou n ce d  th ro u g h  th e  Indian Express 
u n d e r the  d a te lin e  A u g u s t 20, fro m  V ija ya n a g a ra m , th a t  the  "Le ft 
C o m m u n is ts  are re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  p resen t tro u b le  in  the  A gency 
area  o f P a rv a th ip u ra m  ta lu k ' an d  th a t they  "began in c it in g  the 
la rm  la b o u re rs  to revo lt" and  th a t "the  wages dem anded  by  the 
la b o u re rs  fo r  tra n s p la n ta t io n  w ere ve ry  h ig h ."

T h u s  th e  po lice , th ro u g h  th is  s ta te m e n t, no t o n ly  becam e 
p o lit ic ia n s  b u t a lso  p roved them se lves to be th e  agen ts  o f the 
la n d lo rd s . T hey op e n ly  cam e out a g a in s t the  d e m a n d  o f the  
g ir ija n s  lo r  increase in  wages and  open ly  su p p o rte d  the la n d lo rd s  
w ho  w a n te d  the  s ta tu s  quo to be m a in ta in e d . T h is  s ta te m e n t o f 
th e  po lice  s p o k e s m a n  ta lk e d  a b o u t "China Party" a nd  o f 

p ro ce ss io n is ts  "s h o u tin g  v io lent, s logans and  th re a te n in g  la n d lo rd s  
w ith  v io lence".

T h u s  m y  reques t to  the  go ve rn m e n t fo r an  im p a r t ia l and  
t r u th fu l  e n q u iry  go t re jected  th ro u g h  a p e tty  po lice  o ffic ia l tu rn e d  
in to  a p o lit ic ia n . T h is  o n ly  em bo ldened  the  la n d lo rd s  to  tu r n  to  s t i l l  
m ore  v io le n t a c tiv it ie s  le a d in g  to  u n p ro vo ke d  s h o o tin g  dow n o f tw o 
g ir i ja n s  in  O c tobe r 1967.

A fte r  the  sh o o tin g  d ow n  o f the  tw o g ir ija n s , in s te a d  o f a c tio n  
be ing  ta k e n  a g a in s t the  la n d lo rd s , the  law  an d  o rd e r d e p a rtm e n t 
fro m  top  to  th e  b o tto m  m oved s w ift ly  a g a in s t th e  g ir i ja n s  a nd  the
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C o m m u n is ts . In s p ire d  s to r ie s  a b o u t g ir i ja n  law lessness w ere  set 
a flo a t. A n d  every' co n ce ivab le  rep ress ion  w a s  im p le m e n te d . As 
H indu re p o rte d  in  F e b ru a ry  1968, " te n s io n  in  th e  a rea  has  been 
m o u n t in g  a fte r the  in c id e n t in  the  Lev id i v illa g e  (a b o u t a m ile  fro m  
G u m m a  L a k s h m ip u ra m ) w he re  tw o p e rsons  w ere  s h o t dead". I t  
w as c le a r even fro m  th e  re p o r t o f the  H indu th a t  the  te n s io n  in  th e  
areas h a s  been m o u n t in g  a fte r  the  s h o o tin g  dow n  o f the  tw o  
g ir i ja n s  b y  the  la n d lo rd s  and  the  g o ve rn m e n t's  fa ilu re  to take  any  
a c tio n  a g a in s t those w h o  are re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  dea th  o f  the  
g ir i ja n s . It  w as k n o w n  to  every' pe rson  in  th e  area  th a t the  
la n d lo rd s  w ho  had  a c tu a lly  sh o t d ow n  the  tw o  g ir i ja n s  w ere 
m o v in g  a b o u t free ly, l iv in g  in  th e ir  hom es a nd  y e t the  po lice d id  no t 

ca re  even to a rre s t them .

It  w as in  su ch  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th a t  on  M a rch  4, 1968, 1 had  
"w a rn e d  the  go ve rn m e n t th a t feuda l e le m e n ts  w ere ra is in g  th e ir  
head aga in  in  the  v illa g e s  and  in d u lg e d  in  a tro c it ie s "  (Hindu M a rch  
6. 1968) and th a t " I f  th is  w as  a llow ed  to  c o n tin u e  d a nge rou s  
consequences w o u ld  fo llow . (Deccan Chronicle M a rch  6, 1968). 
A n d  I dem anded  an  in v e s tig a tio n  in to  these  in c id e n ts .

In  a d d it io n  to  th o u s a n d s  o f a rre s ts  o f th e  g ir ija n s , lo o tin g  o f 
th e ir  hom es and  m o le s ta tio n  o f w om en  in d u lg e d  in  by  the  po lice  
a nd  th e  la n d lo rd  goondas, th e  g ir i ja n s  w ere s h o t dead aga in , th is  
t im e  by  the  police in  P edaka rya  v illage  in  the  f ir s t  w eek o f M a rc h  
1968, k i l l in g  tw o  o f th e m  on the  sp o t and  in ju r in g  a few o th e rs . 1 
ha d  re p o rte d  in  the  A sse m b ly  a t the tim e  th a t no less th a n  3 .5 0 0  
g ir i ja n s  w ere a rre s te d  on  v a r io u s  la lse  cha rges (Andhra lyoti, M a rch  
6, 1968). A ga in , w ith in  a few days, a den rand  w as m ade fo r  "an  
e n qu iry ' in to  the  u n re s t and  the  series o f in c id e n ts  th a t were ta k in g  
p lace in  th a t area" (Deccan Chronicle, M a rh  9, 1968). A ga in  i t  w as 
re jec ted  by  the  C h ie f M in is te r  and h is  o n ly  a n sw e r w as th a t  "the  
L e ft C o m m u n is ts  s to p  th e ir  a c tiv ity "  and  th a t  "peace m u s t be the re  

a t a n y  cos t" (Hindu). As th in g s  were m o v in g  d a n g e ro u s ly  c lose to 
th e  te r ro r  w itnessed  in  the  Nazi c o n c e n tra tio n  cam ps, a n d  the  
d e s p o ila tio n  o f th e  v illa g e s  by the  la n d lo rd s  a n d  the  po lice  as in  
S o u th  V ie tn a m , aga in  the  dem and  fo r an  im p a r t ia l in v e s tig a tio n  
w as  m ade on the  b a s is  o f the  re p o rts  o f po lice  goonda  a tro c it ie s  in  
B o rra g u d a  v illage  w he re  in n u m e ra b le  n u m b e r  o f w om en w ere 
m o les ted . T h is  d em and  s u p p o rte d  b y  th e  o p p o s itio n  p a rtie s  was 
aga in  re jec ted  by  th e  C h ie f M in is te r  on  th e  p lea  th a t  I t  w as n o t the  
tim e  n ow  fo r a com m ittee ", and  th a t "th e  p ro b le m  in  P a rv a th ip u ra m
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t r ib a l A gency w as p r im a r i ly  a la w  an d  o rd e r p ro b le m ."

(Indian Express, M a rch  13, 1968).

Even th e  bou rgeo is  P ress fe lt the  im p e ra tiv e  need fo r  an 
e n q u iry . In  a rev iew  on the  A ssem b ly  p roceed ings Deccan Chronicle 
had w r it te n  th a t, "th e re  w as p e rh a p s  a case fo r an  a ll-p a r ty  probe 
in to  th e  in c id e n t M r. Nagi R eddy re fe rred  to. T ru th  has to be 

e s ta b lish e d  by  an  im p a r t ia l b ody  n o t m ere ly  fo r  the  sat is fa c tio n  o f 
th e  M a rx is t leaders  b u t  a lso  fo r  a ll those in te re s te d  in  the  ru le  o f 
law ." (M arch  12, 1968).

T he  Times of India on M a rch  22, 1968, re p o rt in g  on  the 
p roceed ings  o f th is  A ssem b ly  re m a rke d  " th a t the  C h ie f M in is te r  
has p e rs is te n tly  tu rn e d  dow n  an  o p p o s itio n  d e m a n d  fo r  a ju d ic ia l 
enqu iry ' in fo  a series  o f in c id e n ts  in  S r ik a k u la m " and  "a n g r ily  the 
C h ie f M in is te r  to ld  h im  (m ean ing  Nagi Reddy) th a t any fu r th e r  
dea ths  in  P a rv a th ip u ra m  tr ib a l area due to po lice  f ir in g  o r 
s k irm is h e s  w o u ld  be the re s p o n s ib ility  o f the  C o m m u n is t M a rx is ts ." 
The b ru ta l p la n  ha tch e d  by  th e  g o ve rn m e n t o f A n d h ra  P radesh to 
m assacre  the  people ol the  A gency area w as la id  ba re  fo r  a ll to see. 
As the  Times of India repo rted  "so fa r the  police have fo u n d  i t  easier 
to  side w ith  the  p la in s  people in  ‘ he fre q u e n t q u a rre ls "  i t  w as p la in  
to  see th a t  the  C h ie f M in is te r 's  a n n o u n c e m e n t o n ly  gave an  open 
exp ress ion  to w h a t w as a lre a d y  ta k in g  place in  th e  area and  to 
c a rry  it fo rw a rd  to  the b itte re s t end.

I have had  lo  re -tra ce  th is  recent h is to ry  to show  how  it was 
the  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  the  la n d o rd s  th a t had c o n s c io u s ly  consp ired  
aga ins t the  people to s u p p re ss  th e ir  o rgan ised  f ig h t fo r th e ir  
le g itim a te  dem ands, it w as th e  g o ve rn m e n t and the  la n d lo rd s  w ho 
used a ll the ille g a l m e th o d s  aga ins i the people. It w as the 
la n d lo rd s  and  th e ir  g a n g s te rs  th a t crea ted  te r ro r  in  the  v illages. It 
w as the  la n d lo rd s  th a t used le th a l w eapons in c lu d in g  g u n s  fo r the 
l i r s t  t im e  a g a in s t th e  people. I t  w as the  po lice  w h o  opened fire  on 
(he g ir ija n s . If  w as the  la n d lo rd s  a nd  f l u  g o ve rnm en t th a t open ly  
dec la red  w a r on Lhe peasants.

It w as o n ly  w hen  the  peasan ts  fo u n d  th a t  every legal 
a g ita t io n  o n ly  b ro u g h t lo r fh  ille g a l b ru ta l m eans o f re p re ss io n  on 
t h e ir  heads th a t  th e y  w oke u p  to  th e  re a lis a tio n  th a t  th e  la n d lo rd s ’ 
g o ve rn m e n t had  no legal b o u n d s  in  p u tt in g  dow n the  d o w n tro d d e n , 
h o w e ve r lega l th e ir  d e m a n d s  be. T h e y  saw  th a t  a ll th e ir
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re p re se n ta tio n s  to  the  go ve rn m e n t on the  illega l m eans  o f e x tra c tio n  
o f free la b o u r  a n d  m amools Lo the  la n d lo rd s  a n d  th e  g o ve rn m e n t 
o ffic ia ls  w e n t unheede d . T h e ir  re p re s e n ta tio n s  a b o u t a b n o rm a lly  
low  wages w ere n o t even e n q u ire d  in to . T h e ir  p e tit io n s  and 
a g ita tio n  a g a in s t ille g a l c o n fis c a tio n  o f la n d  b y  Lhe la n d lo rd s  d id  
n o t m o v e file  'consLiLuLion-bound' ru le rs . O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , illega l 
a rre s ts , to r tu re s  a n d  sh o o tin g s  a g a in s t the  people  becam e Lhe 

o rd e r o f th e  day.

I w o u ld  lik e  to  a sk  w h o  were Lhe c o n s p ira to rs  ? W as i f  the 
people w ho  fo u g h t b ra v e ly  aga ins t illega l, im m o ra l desperados o f 
the  desp icab le  la n d lo rd s  an d  th e ir  s e n ile  g o ve rn m e n t ? O r w as it 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t and  th e  la n d lo rd s  w h o  lo r  th e  pas t so m a n y  years  
acted  a g a in s t a ll th e  so ca lle d  ca nons  o f the  C o n s titu t io n , no t o n ly  
robbed  th e m  o f th e ir  la n d  and  la b o u r b u t v is ite d  th e m  lik e  the 
p lague  w ith  a ll the  N azi b ru ta l i ty  w ith  ille g a l a rre s ts , to r tu re s  and 
f in a lly  s ta rte d  th e  s h o o tin g  gam e to  d e s tro y  th e ir  w i l l  to fig h t?

F or the  p resen t, the re  is ju b i la t io n  h e a rd  fro m  a ll the 
b o u rgeo is  p a rtie s  a nd  th e ir  se n a to rs  over the  te m p o ra ry  se tb a ck  
to  the  grea t re s is tance  p u t u p  by  th e  g ir ija n s . F o rc ib le  re p ress ion  
m ig h t have te m p o ra r ily  succeeded. B u t  1 can  do no b e tte r  th a n  
quo te  M a rx  a nd  E nge ls  w ho , on the ba s is  o f the  expe riences o f the 
1848 R e vo lu tio n , in  g ene ra l, and o f the  G e rm a n  R e vo lu tio n , in  
p a r t ic u la r ,  w ro te  in  "G erm any: Revolution and Counter - Revolution" as 

fo llow s  :

"A m ore s ig n a l d e fea t than  tha t unde rgone  by  the co n tin e n ta l 
re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  - o r ra th e r p a rtie s  upon a ll p o in ts  o f  the  line  o f  
b a ttle  canno t be im ag ined . B u t w h a t o f  th a t?  H a s  not the s tru g g le  
o f  Lhe B r it is h  m id d le  c la sse s  f o r  th e ir s o c ia la n d  p o lit ic a l sup rem acy  
em braced  fo r t y  m ight, that, o f  the  F rench  m id d le  c la sse s  fo r ty ,  ye a rs  
o f  unexa m p le d  s tru g g le s?  A n d  w a s  th e ir  tr iu m p h  eve r n e a re r than  
a t Lhe very m om ent w hen  restored  M ona rchy  though t i is e l f  m ore  
f t r t i ly  u l r d  ik o n  e im rs  .... if, then, w e  have  been b e a te n d , w e  
have  no th ing  e lse to do  bu t lo  begin a g a in  fro m  the  beg inn ing . And, 

fo r tu n a te ly , the  p ro b a b ly  ve ry  sho rt in te rv a l o f  rest, w h ic h  is  
a llo w e d  us be tw een  the  d  w  ■ f t - w  rp . . ^ u j u n y  o j the
so co u u a C  . ten t, g ives  us t im e fo ra  ve ry  necessary  p iece
o f  w o rk ; the  s tu d y  o f  Lhe causes th a t n e ce ss ita te d  b o th  the  la te  
o u tb re a k  a n d  its  de fea t, causes th a t a re  no t to be sough t f o r  in  the  
a cc id e n ta l e ffo rts , ta len ts , fa u lts ,  e rro rs  o r treache ries  o f  som e o f  the  
leaders , bu t in  the g e n e ra l soc ia l s ta te  a n d  c o n d itio n s  o f  ex is tence
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o f  each  o f  the  convu lsed  n a t io n s .....  W hen y o u  enqu ire  in to  the
causes o f  the  co u n te r re v o lu tio n a ry  successes, the re  y o u  a re  m et on 
e ve ry  h a n d  w ith  the re a d y  th a t it w a s  M r. T h is  o r  T h a t c itizen  w h o  
b e tra y e d  the  people. W hich  re p ly  m a y  he tru e  o r not, accord ing  to  

c ircum stances, b u t u n d e r c ircum stances  does i t  e xp la in  a n y th in g  - 
n o t even  s h o w  how  it cam e to p a ss  th a t the  'people ' a llo w e d  
them se lves  to be th u s  b e trayed . A n d  w h a t a  p o o r chance  s ta n d s  a  
p o lit ic a l p a r ty  w hose  e n tire  s tock-in  tra d e  co n s is ts  in  a  kn o w le d g e  
o f  the  s o lita ry  fa c t  tha t c itizen  so a n d  so is no t to be tru s te d ."

T here fo re , te m p o ra ry  s e tb a cks  s h o u ld  be used by (he 
re v o lu tio n a r ie s  to  s tu d y  deep ly  ever}' aspect o f  th e  m ovem ent and 
com e to c e rta in  b io a d  c o n c lu s io n s , to g a in  v a lu a b le  experiences 
to  b ro a d e n  a n d  in te n s i fy  th e  s tru g g le .  Let th e  c o u n te r  
re v o lu tio n a r ie s  and  (lie  ru l in g  c la ss  s h o u t te m p o ra ry  ju b i la t io n  
fro m  ever}' a va ila b le  h o u se -to p  ! B u t  the  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  kn o w  it to 
be o n ly  s h o rt lived . He w ho  la u g h s  la s t la u g h s  b e s t.T h a t w as w h y  
M a rx  a nd  E nge ls  re m a rke d  in  re la tio n  to  the  re s to ra tio n  o f 
m o n a rc h y  be tw een  1640 and 1680 in  E n g la n d  a nd  be tw een  1729 
a nd  1830 in  F rance  : "And w as th e ir  t r iu m p h  (the tr iu m p h  o f 
m id d le  c lasses : T r.) ever n e a re r th a n  a t the  very' m o m e n t w hen  
res to red  m o n a rc h y  th o u g h  its e lf  m ore  f irm ly  sett led th a n  ever?" 

The b o u rg e o is - la n d lo rd  g o v e rn m e n t a fte r u n -h e a rd -o f te r ro r  no t 
even experienced  in  the pe riod  o f  d ire c t ru le  o f the  B r it is h , has 
te m p o ra r ily  fe lt ju b i la n t  a t a fake  v ic to r} ' ove r the  people, and is 
th in k in g  o f be ing  " its e lf  m ore  f irm ly  se ttled  th a n  ever". In  th is  
s h o it  in te rv a l ol res t . it  is  th e  d u ty  o f th e  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  to 

h is to r ic a lly  a n d  s e ll-c r it ic a lly  ana lyse  these five ye a rs  o f the  
g lo r io u s  pe riod  o f co n v u ls io n s . A s  M a rx  sa id , "the  e n q u in j in to, a n d  
expos ition  of, the  causes, both  o f  the  re v o lu tio n a ry  convu ls ion  a n d  
its  supp ress ion , a re  besides, o f  p a ra m o u n t im po rtance  from  the  

h is to r ic a l p o in t o f  v ie w ."  (Karl Marx, “Selected Works" Law rence  and  
W is h a r t L td ., V o lu m e  11 J u n e  1 1, 1943, Page 41).

T he re  w il l  be m any , lik e  th e  re v is io n is ts , w ho  w i l l  p ro c la im  
th e  u n s u ita b il ity  o f peasan t a g ra r ia n  re v o lu tio n  a t th is  m om en t 
a n d  try' to  sp read , d e m o ra lis a tio n  an d  d is in te g ra t io n  am ong  
p e a sa n t m asses a nd  cadres  ta k in g  advan tage  a lso o f  the  savage 
re p re ss io n  le t loose by the b ig  b o u rg e o is  - la n d lo rd  g o ve rn m e n t. 
B u t  th e  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  w h o  are aw are  o f the  g ro w in g  a ll ro u n d  
e conom ic  a nd  p o lit ic a l c r is is  w h ic h  the  b ou rgeo is ie  is  fa c in g  today, 
k n o w  th a t  its  days  o f ju b ila t io n  are  s h o r t lived . T he  re v o lu tio n a rie s
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m u s t keep in  m in d  a n d  w o rk  a cco rd in g  to  the  b ehes ts  o f L e n in  w h o  

p ro c la im e d  in  1907 as fo llo w s  :

"Let it no t be th o u g h  tha t, a t the p re se n t m om ent o f  h iso try  
w hen  the  B la c k  H u n d re d  d ie h a rd s  a re  h o w lin g  a n d  ra g in g  in  the  
T h ird  D um a, w hen  p lu s  u ltra  o f  ra m p a n t co u n te r revo lu tion  has  
been reached  a n d  reac tion  is p e rp e tra tin g  savage  ac ts  o f  p o litica l 
vengeance upon the  re vo lu tio n a rie s  in g e n e ra l a n d  the  Socia l 
D em ocra tic  dep u tie s  in the  Second D um a in p a r t ic u la r  - le t it  not be 

th o u g h t■ th a t th is  m om ent is  'u n s u ita b le ' f o r  'b ro a d ' a g ra r ia n  
program m e. Such a though t w o u ld  be a k in  to the  ba cks lid in g , 
despondency, d is in te g ra tio n  a nd  decadence  w h ic h  have  sp read  
am ong w id e  sec tions  o f  p e tty  bourgeo is in te lle c tu a ls  w h o  belong to 
the Socia l D em ocra tic  P arty , or s y m p a th is e  w ith  th is  p a rty  in 
R ussia . The p ro le ta r ia t can o n ly  ga in  by h a v in g  th is  ru b b is h  s w e p t 
clean out o f  the  ra n k s  o f  the  w o rk e rs ’ p a r ly . Yes, the  m ore  savage ly  

reaction  rages, the  m ore does it a c tu a lly  re ta rd  the ine v ita b le  
econom ic deve lopm ent, the m ore succe ss fu lly  does it p re p a re  the  
w id e r  upsu rge  o f  the dem ocra tic  m ovem ent. A n d  w e  m ust take  
a d v a n ta g e  o f  the  te m p o ra ry  lu lls  in ac tion  c e r t ij ic a lly  to s tu d y  the  
experience o f  the g rea t revo lu tion , ve rify  th is  experience, pu rge  it o f  
dross, a n d  pa ss  it on to the m asses as a  g u id e  f o r  the  im pend ing  
strugg le": (Len in  : “Agrarian Programme of Social Democracy", "Collected 

Works", V o lu m e  13, Page 429).

D u r in g  th is  p e rio d  o f co n tu s io n , in e v ita b le  a t a tim e  ol 

savage ac ts  o f p o lit ic a l vengeance by the  b o u rg e o is  -  la n d lo rd  
g o ve rn m e n t, c e r ta in  se c tio n s  o f the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem en t s lip  

o u t a n d  b e tra y  it in  v a r io u s  fo rm s. There  w il l  be m a n y  a t th is  h o u r  
w ho  w ill ju s t i fy  th e ir  re v is ion is t role by p ro c la im in g  the  u n su ita b ility  
o f peasan t a c tio n s  fo r  p e asan t a g ra ria n  u p su rg e . T a k in g  advantage 

o f tem pora ry ' lu l l ,  th e y  w il l  use a ll m e th o d s , in  a d d it io n  to 
go ve rn m e n t rep ress ion , to  d is ru p t a nd  dem ora lise  the revo lu tiona ry ' 

ra n k s . I t  is  the  d u ty  o f th e  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  now  to  ana lyse  and  
e x p la in  the  expe riences  o l the  g rea t s tru g g le s  th a t  have ta k e n  
p lace, to  p re p a re  fo r fu r th e r  im p le m e n ta tio n  ol the  a g ra r ia n  
p ro g ra m m e  b y  d ire c t ly  ta k in g  Lliese expe riences  to th e  m asses fo r 

th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f th e  im p e n d in g  s tru g g le .


