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& momentewcultural event pregnant with great possi-
bilities was witnessed in the capital city of India, on
14 and 15 October, 1983, with the formation and inaugral
conference of the. All India league for Revolutiond',r
Culture (AILRC), Even prior to the commencement of the
conference, the leugue comprised the Re¥olutionary Writ-
ers' Association (Andhra Pradesh), Revolutionary Writers',
Artisis! and Intcllectuals' Association( West Eengal),

Peoples' Art Forum (Tamil Nadu), Jana Natya Mandali and
Aavhaman Natya Manch of Andhara Pradesh and lizharashtra

respectively., In the course of the two day long confere-—
nce, théASangharash Natya Manch of Goa, Krantikari Nav-—
éanvadi Sanskritik Sangh of Bihar and Jana Kala iMandali
of Karnataka also joined AILRC,

The conference hall was named after Saroj Duttpvthe
communqa after Subbarao Panigarhi, and the venue of the
public meeting after Sri Sri, the first two famous poet
martyrs in the armed revolutionary struggle after Nax=—
albari Peasant struggle in 1967. The boopexhibition was
named after the Hindi Poet-journalist Sarveswar Dayal =
Saxena, who hagd been the President of the conference
Receiption Committee and passed away a few weeks back,
And tHe paintings and photographs section was named
Chittaprasad Hall.

The conference began with the unfurging of the Red

Flag by the Bengali poet, singer, paresh Dhar. s Shyawmald,,
the revolutionary 1life-partner of Cherabanda Raju,

laid a wreath on the martyrs' memorial. Whereas K.Vka,
the convenor of the preparatory committee of the League
made a few introductory remarks prior to the flagg hoi-
sting, the cultural team from West sengal sang Subba rao
Ponigrahi's inspiriung song "we cre Coumunists" in
Teluzu, English and Bengali, The other troupes followd
suit with their own SONgs,
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After the Secretary, Reqeiption Committee, read out
his report; Gorakh Pandey, the well = known Hindi revo-
" lutionary poet and a member of the Rece*)tén Committee,
spoke briefly condoling the sudden demise of Sarveshwaraji

Later, the conference was inaugurated by Gurusharam
Singh, the famous dramatist of Punjab, K.V.R. presented
his convenor's Report followed by release of different
publications brought out on the ocbassion, which marked
the end of tne first session of the day, ;

The all important after-noon session began with
K.V.R. submif%ing the draftyManifesté and ,@onstitution
which was adopted amidst a thunderous applaMse after a
good deal of discussion,

Several papers on two pertinent themes 'New Demo-
cratic Revolution and its Culturgl iasks'! and 'The
Current Trends in Literature and Culture in Indian Lan-
guages' were presented and discussed in the second day's
session which was.presided over by Prashanto Chattopa=-
dhyay. Whereas R.W.4. of Andhra Pradesh and Sangharsh-
Natya Manch of Goa presented two separate papers X on
the first theme, Birendranath Sasmal (Bengali),Chalasami-
Prasad (Telugu), Grusharan Singh (Punjabi), Ramalingam
(Kannada), Govinda Swami. (Tamil), Sailendra Mehta(Kon-
kani), Himmat Khaturia (Gujrati), Gorakh Pandey(Hindi),
and Srilekha (Marathi) spoke on different language

literatures,

After-noon session saw the election,and Executive
body headed by K.V.R. as it® General Secretary, Whereas
Prashanto Chattopadhyay and Ashwin Tombat were chosem as
Assistant Secretaries,C.S.R. Prasad was ngmed to be the
Treasurer, The Executive included T.Madhusudhan Rao,
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Varavargx Rao, Chalasani Prasad, i ddar, Arun Sanyzmat,
L. Govinda Swamy, P.Kalyshi, Kris murty, D.Murty,
Sandesh Prabhu Desai and Shailendira Mehta.(The Bihar

. Unit was expeted to name their ribresentative later.),
Apart from this an Editorial Board was formed with Ashok
Tankasala, A run Semyamet and KiV.K.

The conference was attendqﬁ py above 400 delegates
-and observers representing moré than 35 literary and
cultural organisations from 15 States and Union Terri-
toriese.

On xhoth the days various revolutionary art-fg:xﬁiégf
‘highly popular character were diisplayed by Culturallfe—
presenting the zbove mentioned organisations epart from
fraternal teams such as Aahvan Natya Manch and iiishant

Natya llanch cf Delhi,

The conference concluded with a public meeting on
the evening of 15th October bl&zi)g a troalof success
and amidst great expectatlons. A



RECEPTION COMMITTEE WELCOMES sse¢
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ar Comrades and Friends,

A large number of revolutionary cultural activists and
.tellectuals from all over India have assembled here today
> attend the inaugural conference of the All India League
or Revolutionary Culture (AILRC)e. They have come with the

avowed objective ind hope of giving @ much Reeded shape,
substance and-momentum to revolutionary cultural movement at
the national level. The Rec@potiova Committee extends a. warm
Welcome to one and all.

But, before saying anything further, we feel it our duty - &
o make a mention about the samd and sudden demise of sagveshe
ar Dayal Saxena, who was to have been ‘the Chairperson of tne
ec@ption Committee. A great writer and depemdable friend of
svolutionaries as he was, ‘'Sarveshwar® was a real source of
aspiration and practical help for the Rec@ption Committeee.
ad he been here amidst us today, we are sure, the conferenée
>uld have been organised much better, We pay our deep homage

5 our beloved ‘sarveshwarjit.

The toiling masses of India have always had a culture of
-heir owne. This culture which reflected ttheir protest and
-evolt against an oppressive system through the ages hés.\sincg
‘elangama and Naxalbari, begun to give vent to the revolution-
ry aim of having their own social system established. In
onsonance with this political and cultural scenario and under
ts direct influence -- writers, artists and inteliectu.l’,
ommitted to the peOple s cause, have been forming associations
n revolutionary lines in different parts of the country for

he past 15 years. or so. L

Lhrough their cultural activities &and interaction with-
he masses and in the face of state repression -- they have
lready travelled a long way gaining considerable experience.
hey-nave also made significant contributions in the cultural
sphere. They could create the true portraits of people's
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mito:i-q- and struggles, amd couster the rulimg class
¢ulture i= varying degrees im differeat states of Ipdie.

Row the time has come to create a mational steam of
revolutionazy culturs. The deepening pelitico-ecomomic
¢rises =-. globally as well as meatiomally om the ome haad,

and the steadily growimg revolutiomary struggles of workers
and peasante or the othezr, are urgestly dJdemandimg such &
parallel development im the cultural arema.

After a decade amd half of cultural activities,
experisrces, successes mad failures, it is also time for
this kind of erganisations and imdividuals - to sum up
thelr past amd come together for collective actioa.

In fact, -efforts have beer or in thisg directiom for
quite a few years. KRow a mew lead tekem by °‘VIRASAM' amd
Jama Natys Maamdali from Andhra Pradesh, Biplabi Lekhak o
Shilpi Budhijibi Samgha from West Bemgal, people's Art
foxum from Tamil Nedu, axé Ashvaa Ratya Meach from Maha-
rashtre; is of historical significamce. We wish that it
led tai8¥fily and comprehemsively représeatative all -

India bedy, even if gradually, im course of time. Ia
fact, this is the deepest wish of all those who ‘are active
in this field eaither preseat here im this conference or mot.

Hery people have extemded their helpimg hamd both
financilally amd otherwise im organisimg this coaference.
In eur view the wost significant of this is 2 mometary
comtributicn semt by eight comrade political priscaers
from the Cemtral Jeil, Hyderabad. Im fact, their's
wvas the first respomse to come from aaywvhere., We sent
them the comferemce papers oaly to imform them about the
event, lut‘:." what prompted them o react im comradely
spirit aad so prowmptly imspite of being imcarcerated
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for several years? It requires no explénation. It was
simply thrilling and inspiring to receive their letter
wishing all success for the conferencely And now it
‘would be ourfduty tc inform them back that it was a real
success. ;

In the course of this conference you are going to’
discuss the present situation in the ‘cultural field and
chalk out your tasks for the future+ And the main
purpbse of this conference 1is, to'bdrrow a phrase from
the esarlier part of my address, to create a national
steam of revolutlonary culture. Thus. these two days
are of historic significance and historic optimisme

Once again, the Reception Conmittee welcomes you
all om behalf of the fighting workers and peasants of
this great countzxy - wishing, again on their behalf,
a fruitful conclusion to the conference.

~ ASHOK TANKASAIA
Secretary
Receppton Committee
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22 s o o EXPRESSED THEIR SOLIDARITY

— A welcome phenomenon in our cultural life at the pre-
gsent critical juncture in the country is the determined
and Politically conscious effort to break totally from the
staqnatigq. y@eteriorating values and mores. Such a deve~
lopment-is logically bound up with a fundamental change in
the socio-economic set-up propped up Ly exploiters both at
home and abroad. Pepulism has failed to deliver goodse
On the contrary, it has been able to hoodwink the masses
and to lead them into political miasma. The real creators
of the material wealth, be they workers or peasants Or
even the lower strata of the middle class, must wrest state
power in order to improve their lot radically. They should
be the real masters of all nature's gifts, primarily land.

A cultural movement cannot be regarded as an indepen-
dent category. It is interwoven with all other aspects of
life. The strand of people's own culture has always had
its own life, The talk of ‘mainstrean’ only serves to
cover the domination of the ideology of the ruling classe
A gehuine effstt has to be made to break ite

The All India League for Revolutionary Culture, now
in the offing, will, we earnestly believe and hope, strive
to fulfil this historic task, helping the broad masses of
our countryment to reach newer and brighter vistas of life.

1) Alok Dhanwa, Patna (2) Lal Bahadur Verma,. Gorak-
pur (3) B.Narasaiash and seven other political prisoners,
Hyderabad Central Jail (4) Puran Mudgal, Sirsa (5) sham-
bhu Badal, Hazaribagh (6) Kulamani Jena, Ehubneswar
(7) Bansi Ram, Gurgaon (8) L.A. Prasad, Delhi (9) surendra
Manan, Chandigarh (10)Madhukar Singh, Darahara(11l) Jitendra
Rathi, Patna (12) Harihara #rasad Mahendru, Bihar (13) Pfem
Kaidi, Nepal(14) Pradip Sourabh, Allahabad (15) Aashwan -
Theatre, Delhi (16) Gobinda Mukhoty, Delhi (17) Sudhir -
vidyarthi (18) Shaival, Darbhanga (19) Dharmendra Gupta,
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Delhi (20) Asghar Ali Engineer, Bombay (21)Dr.P.R.Shukla,
Ahmedabad (22) Samar Sen, . Calcutta (23) Mahasweta Devi,
Calcutta (24) Prof. Narendra Singh, Mysore (25) Anand-
patwardhan, Bombay (26) Dr.R.Rajagopalam, Hyderabad,
Q7)K.G. rannabhiran, Hyderabad (28) Vasanta Kannabhiran,
Hyderabad (29) Prof. K.Seshadri, New Delhi (30) Sumanta
-Banerjee, New Delhi (31) Prof. T.Venugopal Rao,Waltair
(32) Nimai Ghosh, Madras (33) Prof. S.Pattanayak, Burla
(34) Prof. R.S. Rao, Burla (35) Prof. Manoranjan Mohanty,
Delhi (36) K.Satchidanandan, Irinjalakuda (37) Na.Prana-
muruval, Madras (38) P.K. Tripathy (39) V.Anoimuthu,
Madras (40) Prof., Saalai Ilanthiraian, Delhi (41) Inquilab,
Madras (42) Kalipatnam Rama Rao, Waltair (43) Acharya -
Atreya, Madras (44) Prof. N.K. Singh, Bhopal (45) Racha-
konda Vishwanatha Sastry, Waltair (46)- Anuradha Ghandy,
Nagpur (47) Dre. T.K. Moulik, Ahmedabad (48) Prof. Udayon
Misra, Dibrugarh (49) K,P., Atma, Madras (SO)D;. Mulkarj-
Anand, Bombay (51) Manishi Jani (52) Sndhakar Joshi,
Bombay (53) Amar Ramteke, Bombay (54) Roshan gSamkuwar,
Bombay (55) Chandrasekhar Ramteke, Bombay (56) Ko.Sadhana-
Huj jenewar, Bombay, (57) Rahul Wankhede, Bombay (58)Profs
Jayaprakash Bagde, Bombay (59) Govind Khagmare, Bombay
(60) Prasenjit Taksande, Bombay, (61) Vinayak Jamgade,
Bombay (62) S.B. Joshi, Bombay (63) Jemini Kader, Bombay
(64) C.S. Keskar, Bombay, (65) Himansu Sekhar Mahapatra,
Burla (66) Kamal Mahendroo, Rourkela (67) Kaushal Kumar-
Mishra (68) Manohar Rai Sardesai (69) Robi Singh, Orissa
(70) K.Siva Reddy, Hyderabad (71) Bhabagrahi Mishra,Orissa
(72)vijay Tendulkar (73) Sarveshwar Dayal Saxena, Delhi
(74) Prof. K.Ne Panicker, Delhi (75) Bela Saroj Dutta,
Calcutta =—- and several others.
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Gurusharan Singh Inaugurates ,..

I pay nmy deep homage to Sarweshwar, He fought for a

new era and nany generations fought in that way to give
a great new world to the young generations, And their
message has been that the struggle shold be kept on.

Dear friends we all have zssembled here on such a
day wnen a slogan and song calling for a findamental
change in the world set-up is being heardaloud. iany
things have happened and mary other things are happening
but, what has to happen is not taking place., This sad
situation is further increasing our responsibilities,

When we,the revolutionary culture activists, have
gathered here, it becomes our duty to exchange the
notes on our respective experiences and try to Q¥olve an
effective method of reaching our goal. Today the bour-
geoise culture, which I term the imperialist culture,
is having a strangle-hold over our own culture and you
all -are aware of it, The aim of this imperialist culturel
attack is clearly to- subjugate us., If we choose to
counter this onslalighat, it cannot bu& ‘be through the
medium of culture only., We will haveL§ee how to effec-
tively counter this onslaldghat which is being done with
the backing of sophisticated modern science and techno-
logy.

Rétently I had an opportunity of visiting Canada,
the united states and Britain on the invitation of our
friends there and giving some performances of our plays
and .son, s. There I was fortunate®™enough to see how those
who havelftrﬂggllng agaln{white and imperialist domina-
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tion in South America, Africa and Asia have developed their
own theatre., And ii struck me that the culture!medlum of
those fighting cppressed messes was very much similar to
that of ours. I met some-one from Haiti., He explained
me the meaning of one of their songs. It says - "our
oppressors want us to compose songs describing the beau=-
tiful landscape and the sea waves so that more tourists
went there, But we refuse to be public relations poets
and insist upon ® writing the songs of our struggle and
native culture",

wida
When I was asked to inauggte this all India conrerence

of revolutionary cultured activasts, thought of sharing a
few of my thoughts and experiences with you, When we

talk of revolutionary culture it means we are talking of
the «aSB®culture of the strémggling masses, - I° would
like to discuss this issue in three ways. The first one
is how to catch the culture of the oppressed masses, The
second one is what would be the role of women in that
culture and what should be our attitude towards them., And
my third and last point of discussion is what should. be
the i1diom of the revolutionary culture, '

Let me first explain what I think of catching the
mass culture and reaching the masses, A filiWm named
'Ankur' was produced about five years ago, The film ends
with a boy pelting a stone at the window mirror of the
land-lord in a symbolic manner, But I wadndered wheather
the film had reached the masses who really were supposed
to throw stones in that manner. When I pogdered over it,
I found‘thei ansver that it had not reached them, ‘'rhus
the question arises what Medium do we revolutionaries have
on our part to reach the oppresseé sections,
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If we plan to spread revolutionary culture not only
the content but the form also should be of proletarian
nature, . The University academicians and bourgeois inte-
llectuals brand ours a mere slogan shouting culture. But
we have to tell them on their faces that it is the culture
whichlinspires and encourages masses in the direction of
inaugarafing a new era, They may call it mean but for us
it is a very sacred culture,

When in Punjab we started off with streef plays
bourgeois artists criticised and abused me in harshest
terms, But after about 25 years of ceaseless effort
now the street play has forced them to accept it as
second to none in every aspect. Similarly when we did
the street play 'Gadda' based on Kishen Chander's story
in Londbn it was highly acclaimed by the British Press.
Earlier we had only a progressive theatre, But later it
was recognised that dialectics is a must in it, And in
dialectical theetre ccfinitely there will be what you
call sloganeering, Mhen we seek to expose wrongs it is
imperative to know what is right. If a writer claims
tuat his duty is confined to exposing wrongs and it is
upto a politician to rectify the situation he is gravely
wistaken, I@ that is so it can be apglled that even ex=
posing wrongs is the work of a politician. This means
that such writers are afraid of taking up responsibi-
lities, They behave like true government servants. I,
too, was an officer in Punjab. But, I always thought
_that it was my duty to comment upon what I had come
acrosss Ultimately I opted for voluntary retirement to
be more free with my work.

I am in favour of develpping, a medium and school of
criticism in the sphere of revolutionary cluture, Parti-
culary young writers should apply their minds to this.
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But at the same time they need not be afraidq of the bo;L
rgeois criticism, I know several youngsters who write
very well but get pertiurbed when unlver51ty academni=-
cians point out that there is "some sloganeerlng“ in
their writings, The academicians also tell them that
without that element they could become truly good poets, -

Eventually some of such youngesters were taken into the
fold of the bourgeois culture, YThen I strongly felt the
necessity of having our own organisation and a revoluti-
onary school of criticism, But I must state one fact ,
You read revolﬁtlonary literature of any land including
India - it sounds like slogc.ns° Because, such is the
revolutionary path; it is not an easy one. In order to
aren Porw%fq in that path, we cannot but raise slogans,
too, AlsoLis our duty to defend such slogans and to
defend our young writers from bourgeois attacks.,

In this context I would like to remind you of what
Guru Nenak and his contemporaries such as Kabir, Rav1das
and-others did. They rejected the criticism of brahama-
nical writers and successfully propagated their own forms

of poetry. Their approach was similar on the question of

language used in their writings. We have to do likewise,
I am sure that the comrades from West Bengal and Andhra
have already reached that stage. We have done it in
Punjab and revolutionary cultura&activ1sts all over the
world have done that.

While rejecting the attacks of bourgeois intellec-
tuals we will hachgeep in mind the importance of deve-
loping our own culturefforms in a sound manner. <the
revolutionary intellectuals should pay proper attention

to this,

Next I would like to dwell upon the question of
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women, Here there is a need to make a demarcation in the
women's liberation movement between the demands for a
"freewoman' and for a "liberated woman", These are two
entirélf different concepts, The first concept is pre-
valent in several countries and in many Indian cities,
IL£ there is no proper direction the women's movement
degenerates Ento an anti-men and free-sex moverent., We
visualise a liberateu women who while oreaking off her
own shackles walks hand ia hand with her life-partner,
She despises the concept qf free-woman. We revolution-
ary writers must keep thiéigind and explain properly to
women, When we talk or liberated woman we should know
how this copcept has taken shape and, what are the impe-
diments that hamper the emergence of such woman,

Religion is one such thing, All the religioms evepy
where are anti-women, Sikh, Hindu, Islamic and Christan
all are alike without any exception in this respect, It 4
our major duty to challenge anti-women practices which go
under the garb of religious preachings. But while doing
s0, to the general masses, it gives the impression that
we are atheists and anti-religious people. <o explain
them our positions uncompromisingly and tactfully is a
truly trying task, V

I believe the most singular contribution of any one
individual on the question of women's liberation was that
of comrade Mao Tse~tung, After the chinese liberation ﬁe
called upon the women to change their dress, haly -style
and stop using cosmetics to begin with,to remove even
slightest differences between men and women, For this #eo
had to face awkward criticisn particulary tfrom the bour-
geois world press, But this experiment which was later
emulated by Cuba, was proved to be very worthwhile prae
ctive in the later years, After the death of MNao,
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recently while I was in Americsc,' a fashion parade wes held
in Shanghai, It was reportedly attended by a huge gather-
ing. Someone askeg me wheather in view of thisiconsider
China to have rejected Mao. To this my answer was that
they had not rejected him, But his success lies in the
fact that after 25 years of his .experimentation toda&
even jif the Chinese women dress otherwise nobody could
treat them like slaves, :

Lastly when I say a few words on the organisational
ang functional aspects first I would like to offer my
spirited red salutes to the Andhra Comrades, who by
launching this movement have shown us a definite directon.

. They with their experience of the past about twelve years ‘
have invited us to go along with taeme

Now our task becomes clear that we have to take our
politics tc the people. We ourselves also will have to
go them, 8But when we seek to go, our idiom should be a
culturaefone, #And how do we take our politics to them?
I shall explain by giving an example, Suppose we go to
tell them that there is oppression against poor and
women, Yhen a bolitician goes to them he explains the
economic basis of this oppression in plain terms., Where-—
as we picturise it in our different art forms. How to
reflect this in writings and performances is a very di=-
fficult task, On the one hand we cannot avoid some
sloganeering, At the same time we will have to develop
the art form to suit the present times in a careful

manner,
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASE

Drawings of Bengal artists was released by Com.
Kanchan Kumar,

'Raging Storm®, a poetry anthology published by
A.P.R.We.A. was released by Com.Gorakh Pandey.
Come Shiv Mangal Sidhantkar released ‘New -

Frontiers®, a collection of Sri Sri's poetry and
*Sri Sri Chirunama‘.

Com, Shamsul Islam released the poetry anthology
of Cherabandaraju entitled *Sword Song®'.

‘Ganji Neelu® a play by Cherabandaraju was
released by Come M.T. Khane.

Marathi edition of Cherabandaraju's poems was
released by Com. Manager Pandey.

Com. Darshan Singh Khatkar released 'Hail -
Revolution', a collection of peetry from 15
Indian languagese

Jana Natya Mandali brochure was released by
Com, Kakarala.

AILRC Souvenir was released by Com.,Gursharan Singh.



CONVENOR REPORTSsee

It® takes much time for an idea towmature and ripen,
if it were not a da&—dream or a flash~in-the pane. Stea=-
dfastness and patient effort to translate an impossiblé-
looking idea intn concrete terms will ncever go unrewarded
This is exactly what the Inaugural Conference of the a1l
India League for Revolutionary Culture is demonstrating
today -

way back in 1971, it so happened that MAHAKAVI SRI.SRI.,
then President of the Revolutionary:driters' Association of
Andhra Pradesh, had gone to Delhi and contacted Hans Raj
Rahbar. At that time, a Conference of Afro-Asian Writers
was on, When some of the Indian literary tdminaries with
a "Progressivist® background were approached, they turned
their swollen and muddled heads away at the mere mention
of the RWA's name bv one of our comrades, M.T. Khan. In
fact, they had already become back numbers because they
had already been overtaken by events, especially the most
significant of them all, namely the outbreak of the armed
struggle of the poor peasantry in Naxalbari in 1967.

In quick succession, there was the eruption of similar
struggles in Terai, Dabra-Gopiballabhapur, Bhojpur and
Srikakulam. A s=single spark had 1it the prairie fire. A
decisive break with revisioniem had led to the formation
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), with
Marxism-Leﬁinism-Mao'Dzedong Thought as its world outlook
and Agrarian Revolution as its programme, and the New-
Democratic Revolution in our country as its political
goal. All this had been missed by most of the purblind
intellectuals even of the wprogressivist" School. In fact,
they had become blockheads in the matter of creative
contribution to the culture of the fighting masses of our
people, in their anxiety to become a part of the establish-
ment in effect, or to continue their political affinities
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with the Soviet Umion which had turmed Socisl-Imperislist.
The 'Progressivism’ had evaporated im this lucrgtive
process or else it got diluted into a milk-amd-water
affair} despite their appearances amd eveam utterances im
favour of Asia and Africa, which had become pawms om the
chess-board of the two imperialist Super-States. Revisi-
onism had entrenched itself im both the commnist parties,
they’ beinq species of the same genus. It was precisely
to thwart the mefarious and overmighty schemes of the two
imperialist giants om the ome hamd, and to uproot the
State-Pgower of the compredor, amd the State~bureaucratic,
bourgeoisis in alliamce with feudalism, together im sub-
servience to the two Imperialist States, that broad fromt
of revolutionary classes had been called for. Accordingly,
a similax concerted effort im the sphere of our culture

80 ag to serve the cause of the fighting masses of our
countrymeat was also meeded. But the time was 0t obviously
ripe and therefore, the initial move im such a directienm im
1971 proved to be immature.

More purposeful steps begam takimg shape slowly but
steadily. 1972 saw a few represeatatives of‘Agradoot’
group of Orissa attending the Guntur Comference of R.W.A.,
while im 1974, Com. Kanchan Kumar, representimg the *Jana
Kala Manch' of Bamares amd comrades like Hamsraj Rahbar,
Trilocham Misra, Alock Dheawa and Eswaram participated im
its Kurnool Conferemce. Personal contacts were thus
egtablighed with like-minded individuals belongimg to
differemt stats as a first step. After 1977, the situatiom
imrpoved though state represssion contimrued evea umder the
new Jamata Party - dispemsation, the maim featuve being
revolutiomary cultural associatioms cropping up im States
othar thamn Andhra Pradesh, Every avenue for mutual undere
standimg amd cooperation was avidly opened ard every
opponuni.ty eagerly seized upon. The 'Janskeeya Samskara
Vedi' (People's €ultural Forum - PCF) came imto being im
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Kerala, amd later, the Convemors® Counmcil of Revolutionary
Writers, Artists and Intellectuals of West Bengal was brought
into existence., These three organisations begdn inviting
one another to their own conferences, thus strengthening a
\frate:nal spirit among them alls Exchange of information,
translation of works, personal visits and such like things
played their own part im the creation of =B a congenial
atmosphere, as for imnstance, the visit of Com. Gaddar of
Jana Natya Mandali (JNM) and Com. Cherabandaraju of RWA to
Calcutta on the imvitation of the West Bengal Association,
and by Com. KVR®'s visit earlier. But ik was by no means

a one way=-traffic because fraternal délegates from West
Bengal, Kerala and Karnataka attended, the RWA Conference
at Tirupati in 1979, and again in 1980 the cultural asso-
ciations of these States as well as like — minded indivi-
duals participated in the decennialtyéar Conference of the
same at Hyderabade 3

These oft-repeated incidents reinforced the feelings
of comradarie to such an extent that funds.began pouring
out from all states in response to the appeal for financial

~assistance to Com. Cherabsndaraju who was seriously i11 and
at the same time, poor. His verses were translated into
Gujarati by persons like P.R. Shukla and also into Bengali,
Kahnada and Malayalam most spontaneously.

This growing understanding took a more practacal turn
in May, 1982, when the PCF of Keralaheld its second state
sonference imn Attoli near Kozhikode. The Keralacomrades
were perceptive enough to arrange a meeting of fraternal
delegates in between the regular ssession of their Confe-
rgunce, .n order to explore the possibilities of the formation
of a countrywide revolutionary culturzl bodye. The RWA, the
PCF, the convenors' Council of Andhra, Kerala and West =
Bengal respectavely, and cultural troupes, attached to PCF,
functioning in Bombay, Delhi and Karnataka put their heads
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together amnd held exploratory talks which were quite prom-
ising. Com. Kancham Kumar, them at Delhi, took am active
and coastrxuctive part im these proceedings and, comseguen-~
tly, it was unanimously agreed to have another round of
talks soom after. This took place om the occassion of the
Macherla Conference of RWA early im June, 1982, itself.
The ocutcome was positive. The RWAR was authorised now to
prepare am “Approach Paper® and to circulate it amomg the
fraternal associations, before it was put to a through
discussion later.

This dome, the mext stage was reached st Madrss im
November, 1982, whem the rewly-formed ‘People's Art Forum'
(PAP). played host to the above three associztioms, besides
the JNM of Amdhra Pradesh, Aavhamm Ratys Marich (Avhaan) of
Maharashtra, amd thim to two cultural organisations of
Tamil Radu béaxilq the same mame ‘People’s Art amd Literary
Assoclation( Pala), with a slight difference, one calliag
itself Pala (Tamilnadu) amd another Pala(Madras). As a
matter of fact, Pala, Madras was a splimter of PALA, Tamil
nadue There was also cae association from Orxissa, callimg
itself the Progressive Writers', Artists' amd Intellectu-
als' Association. A few individuals also participated in
the two-day-long deliberatiomns of the Madras neet. The
"Approach Payer" was discussed at length. Am invitation
had been addressed to "Jama Samskriti-sahitya Samakhya"
in Andhra. It had come % into safe existemce only #ifter
the 1ifting of the Emergency. But now it put forward a
claim that an All India Consultative Committee had been
already formed at Calcutta under its aegis and it mow chose
t0 Jdelinme the imvitation to participate in the Madras
comclave, ‘on the plea of its fumdamental disagreement with
the 'A;Sbroach Paper®, especially sbout the retention of
the formulatiom sbout Marxism-Leninism.Mao Dzedomg Thought
as the world-outlook. It held that a mass organisatiom
camnot have aay such thigq in its manifesto as it might
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come ir the way of a broad-based united cultural fromte
The representative of the Association from Orissa took
cover under a more liberal plea that his association was
holdirg the view that our coumtry was beimg ruled by the
class of natiomal bourgeoisie itself amd s0, it was impo-
ssible to £it it into this radical amd revolutiomary scheme
of tnimgs. It had not yet liberated itself from the trammels
of 'Progressivism®. The Pala, Tamilnadu, too, was of the
same vardety amd it gracafully walked out. But Pala, Madras,
indulged iam vituperation, vilificatiom amd obstructionism,
while at the same time rejectimg the main thruast of the '
“Approach Paper®” im relati to the anti-feudal amd amti -
imperialist culture. It stubbcrml voiced its owa views
that Ipdian culture is fascist, without trying o umder-
stand the deep implications of such a formulatiom. It
amounted to rejecting the programme of agrariam revolution
and by implication, the political aim of New Democracy.

The issue of cultural Revolution was also brought into the
discussion. The PCF of Keral let the cat cut of its bag

by springimg @ surprise om the participamts with the
amnouncement that it had formed an All-Ipdia Coordinatiom
Committee of PCFs. Good mews indeed’ But most of the
participants ‘were really at a loss to kmow why the PCF,
Kerala, had rushed to form am All-India boay, while efforts
were actually afoot to form a really more broad-based
cultural body om an# All-India level. It was but am exp-
ression of petty-bourgeois left adventurism in the cul tural
sphere. The painful thimg about this indecemt ha\u‘te wasg {
that the PCF, Kerala, had itself been a willimg party to

the Macherla decision. The represeatatives of All Imdia
Coordimatiom Committee of PCFs offered am ideological
criticism of the “Approach Paper", sayimg that social-
imperialism should not be singled out as comstituting the
principal source of world war, amd also that it was the
cultural revolutiom im Chima rather tham the struggle of

|
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Naxalbari here which provided the impetus for the armed
revolution in India. It wemt to the lemgth of preseant-
ing what it &u)u to call a ‘Positiom Paper‘’ which was
almost amd alterns+as documemt. Sayimg that it would
ennounce its considered decisiom at Calcutts, the PCF
went out amnd later om presemted a distorted picture of
what had happemed at Madras im dts political organ, MASS

LINE. .

The positive outcome of the Madras meeting was ¢hat
the RWA was authorised to draft a menifesto, meamt for

circulation and discussion all the country over., Peri-
odicals like FRONTIER favoured us with . emough space im
its columms but MASS LINE added its owm mischievious
comments castiag aspersioms too, which was usbecomimg of
them, especially those who were presemt at Madras. Com.
Kanchan Kumar took personal imterest in the matter amd
wherever he weat, to Bihar or to Bemgal, he tried his
best to persuade as many revolutiomary-mimded writers as
possible to move closer towards am All Indie hadya

S8ubsequently, the Comvernors® Coumcil of the Writers®,
Artists® amd Iatellectuels® preparatory conference of
West Bemgal invited all these associations, which more or
less found themselves imn agreememat with the 'Approach
Paper’ amd with the first draft of the Manifesto, to
deliberate omce more om the occasion of its Conference at
Jogeshgung im the Sunderbams early in April, 1983. Dele-
gates o©of RWA, PAF, JNM, Avhaan, the host-association
itself amd All India Coordimatiom Committee of PCFs,
Nav Janvadi Samskritic Mamch of Delhi amd aa overnigh-
changed Pala (Tamil Nadu) got together at Jadhavpur im
Cakcutta om the 29th amd 30th of Merch, 1983. Some
peisons also sttemded it in their individual capacitye.
Twe day-lomg discussioms of the draft mamifesto werae

- conducted in a quiet frank and free atmosphere, which

was marred at times omly by the obduracy of Pala, -
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Madras only. Navjanvadi Sanskritik Manch expressed its
fundamental ideological differences-through its represen=
tative, Com. Gorakh Pande in as dignified and fraternal @
way) as possible. However, later, Pala, Tamilnadu chose to
come up with startlingly’ new proposals for a ,foot-and=
branch change of the draft in the form of extensively
wordy amendments, based on quite incorrect ideplogical
formulations. It amounted to an alternate draft in
effect. All reasonable suggestions for improvement upon
the original draft were sympathetically considered and
most of them were accepted, with the result that there was
almost a total agreement on fundamentals.

But the Coordination Committee of the PCFs raised
serious ideological obiections to the drafte Firstly,
they expressed themselves against placing emphasis upon
Social Imperialism as constituting the main damger both
to India and to the world, lest it meant an acceptance
of the Three World Theory as propounded by the present
revisionist leadership of China but attributed by them
to Mao himself. Secondly, they said that our cultural
enemy should mainly be the US imperialism on the ground
that social imperialism was itself making use of the
Western culture and thus trying to prop up the rotten
bourgeois culture in India along with the moribund feudal
culture. In effect the two imperialist superpowers were
said to be collaborating even at the cultural level. The
Navjanvadi Sanskritik Manch expressed itself against the
mention of Marxism-Leninism—Mao Zedong Thought in a mass
organisation like the proposed cultural organisation which,
in their opinion, is of the same nature as any other mass
organisation. Generally tﬁ?e were the grounds of dis-
agreements. But as they were of a fundamental character
ngycompromise on them was neitheir possible nor felt
desireble by the majority of the participantse. Ultimately,
it was decided to set up the present All India League for
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Revolutionary Culture aad aa organising Committee wes
chosern from the RWA, PAP and the Revolutiomary Writers'
Artists’ omd Imtellectuals® Associatiom of West Bengal ,
with Com. KVR as its comvemor. This Committee was
suthorised to prepare the fimal draft of the manifesto
ard alse & comstitution. The outcome was the formation
of the All Imdia League for Revolutiomary Culture which
was ampoumced im a public meetimg at Jadhavpur im -
Calcutta orn the 30th of March, 1983.

It was decided to hold the Imaugural Comferemce of
the League at New Delhi im October, 1983, amd the Delhi

.urit of RWA was requested to host it. A press release

on that occasion stated as the aim of the league the
achievement of New Democracy, with Merxism-Lerinism-

' . Mao Dsedomg though as its world-outlook amd agrarian

revolution as its course. The League declared its
opposition to the presert "hybrid culture® marked as it
is by “feudal obscurmatism amd bourgeois decandemce® iam
the sphexe of the courtry's culture. It called for
mugual exchamge of cultural teams, translatior of each
others writings amd compositions. At the mame time,

the coastituents of the League for the preseht, RWA, PAF,
JRH, Asvheamn amd the R.W.A.I. of West Bemgal would each
preserve its individual identity and enjoy imitiative of
action amd at the same time work together im a Leégue.
They aecided that matiomal outlook, sciemtific attitude
and dislectical materialist way of thimking should have
to be fostered. Froletarian imternmatiomalism is to guide
their activities.

The process has been scrupulously gome through amd
now this up~hill task is bearimg fruit. The League is
Yet to brimg imto itw fold as many like-minded cultural
organisations amd cultural activists too by a patient,
persuasive and continous effort. Towards the two All
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India Revolutionary Cultural Associations that are already
in the field, the League adopts as fraternal and as sympa-
thetic an attitude as possible under the circumstances,
avoiding mutual recrimination and faulﬁ-findinq. and
éxpects the same healthy attitude from them both, in word
apd deed, But it is found wanting in actual practices-
Malicious fabricated stories are found making private
rounds although denied outwardly. Our cause is the ceause
of the broad masses of the people especially in the coune
tryside, who sre locked in an antagonistic contradietion
with the haughty and cruel relics of 90udalism§ and\waging' "
any number cf difficult struggles in the midst of local
oppression and police repression of an excessive degree, *
Therefore, ou¥ primary target in the cultural front is

a relentless fight against feudal ideology and values,
without losing sight of their domestic prop comprador
bourgeoisie=-and the external twin-dangers of imperialism.
To realise our cultural objective in the present context,
revolutionary culture should strive its utmost to rid
itself of petty-boureois character in its ranks, seek to
declass itself in favour of the most oppressed sections
and, accordingly. to inject a greater element of popula=
rization of culture to whom it is properly addressed.
Simultaneously the level of people®s own consciousness of
and appreciation for, revolutionary culture could be
raised., Flok~forms of culture should be cleansed of their
pro=ruling class 6ontent and rendered serviceemmble in the
cause of the fighting masses., Performing arts should be
given more importance and the immesmorial._oral tradition
ghould be made full use of in a conscious bid to win ‘
people’s hearts and to give them  stronger muscle of fighte
ing spirit, as the protracted armed struggle reaches ever
higher stages, as it ought to do.

In conclusion, let me agsert, with all the force at
my command, that the formation of the League is an event
of momentous importance in the cultural history of our
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people. Short outbursts of wild enthusiasm should have to
vield place to a persistent and unintermittant effort in

a planned way. Efforts must be initiated to launch cultu-
ral associations with similar political aims in areas where
there have been none at all, and to strengthen those asso-
ciations where they are still like tender saplings. The
scope of our activities should be widened because our very
undersvanding of ‘culture®’ is broad enough to cover the
‘entire ideological superstructure which has a very important
place of its-own, since it can influence the material base
itself. This League must assume the role of a Vanguard,
Spearheading all sorts of cultural efforts of a radical and
revolutionary nature, always trying to extend its outer
fringe by means of drawing to itself as many genuine popu=
lar and radically-democratic cultural organisation and
individuals as possible, All this implies that simultan-
couﬁy we must. strengthen the vital core of the League and,
I repeat, ordaden its Suunds more md more, and together—
with thse twin-tasks, it should deliberately ~deepan itself--
go into the masses, learn from'life and enrich t!ieir expe-
rience before being able to produce better and much  more
purposeful culture in its myriad forms. -

our confidence should not be mistaken evenby our-
selves as rashness and false arrogance. Let us be humble
b\lt let us defy our four-fold enemy with all our courage
and determination. Our cause is invincible just because
it is the people's owh cause. The tomorrows shall all be
ours only because no force >on earth can prevent-a vast
mass of'oppressed humanity from seizing the forelock of
the Bucephalus of revolution, clasping it firmly through
thick and thin and marching forwards to victory in order
to effect a historic transformation of our societye

LONG LIVE REVOLUTION :

LONG LIVE AIBRC KVR =
Convenor,Organising Committee,AILRC.




* Dr. Narayan, representing the Orissia Progressive
writers!, Artists' and Intellectuals' Association, has
Protested against what the convenor's Report had to say
of the postion he had taken in the Madras meeting, He
demies having Characterised the ruling class of India
as 'national’bourgeoisie'. The Manifesto of his Asso--
.ciation carefully avoids any characterisation of the
Indian state and devotes itself to an exclusive elucig=-
ation of the tasks of a broad - based cﬁlturalvmovement

and organisation., In the course of its response to RWA's

approach paper, it reiterated the above and pleaded for
avoiding political terminology, and for replacing the
word "Revolutionary" with "Progressive" in order that
"some of genuine progressive writers, artists and inte-
llectuals, atheists, rationalists, humanists and even
Marxists might be rallied round a broad mass based
cultural front with a broader aim, The Characterisation
of the ruling class, as attributed to Dr, Narayan, is
based on the minutes of the Madras meeting,




NEW DEMOCRATIE REVOLUTION : OUh CULTURAL ThSKS

* ( Rey Note paper by R.W.A., Andhra Pradesh)

There still exist some persons who swoon at the very
mention of the wordd REVOLUTION, and some others who are
dead set against Revolution as such. But a majority of
people are there who, with an evergrowing awareness,
realise that Revolution is an inevitable law of Society.
They might not yet be subjectively prepared for it. It
might indeed be too much to expect of them any deep know-
ledge of the dialectics of revolutionm. But then they
strongly feel that fundamental social changes can be
effected only by means of revolution.

This feeling is being expressed in various forms and
on many occasions. People do not any longer repose full
trust in bourgeois ‘leaders and bourgeois political parties,
though they might still entertain some amount of hope about
them. This explains why people have been going on entruste-
ing power to one or another of the above, An attitude of
indifference makes this sort of thinkirg on the people's
part: whoever be in power it is all the same for them.
Though real life is reminding them of the need for revolu-
tion they are not able to follow the policy which must
lead to decisions from out of factse

4ll the same, many a struggle is being fought by
workers, middle-class employees and studentse In certain

cases, economic struggles of an erdinary type are assuming
the formm of anti-govemment struggles. Street fights with
the police, defying death itself, aré not rafe. Struggles
of a major magnitude are being waged in Assam and in Punjabe
Different sections of people are taking part in different
forms of struggle though they are lagging behind in the
matter of defining the proper objective for all these

- struggles,
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Peasants armed struggle took a clear shape with Naxalbari,
It brought about a momentous change in Indian Politics as a
whole. The nexalbari s truggle unmasked Parliamentary Democ-
Tacy amd laid bare the sharp contradictions in rural parts.
It exposed the real face of revisionists. Subsequently, we
today find country-wide struggles in all its parts and on all
the f ronts under the impact of Naxalbari and Srikakulam. The
exploiting -lasses are powerless to repress this revolutionary
movement, though it is undeniable that they - revisionists
and the ruling class combine of ‘compradoy-~ bourgeoisie and
feudalism - have beem moving earth and heaven to pUL: e down.

Naxalbari and Srikakulam provide the right answer to
the question as t o what fomm revolution in our country is
to take. Neither is it the form of the old type of bour-*
geoils revolution nor that of socialist revolution Just now.
The principal contradiction in our society is the contradi-
ctden between feudali$m on the one hand and the vast masses
of the people on the other. Comprador-bourgeoisie is there

and imperialism too is there, And they are bound to each
other’in servant-master relationship. Then there are rcvisi-
onists also. Byt the main thrust of the revolution here is
against feudalism first and foremost., Cur country has gone
through imperiglist rule for juite long, and imperialists
had imtroduced the bourgeois mede of production right in

the midst of the f eudal one which then began to decline.
Consequently, our country is now semi-feudal and semi-
colonial. Imperialis{: %trangle hold over our economy is

a glaring fact, despite the absence of direct imperlialist
presence in our political life. It is also true that the
‘boung'eoisio«, as a class ie. long past the stage of providing
le'adership even for a bourgeois revolution. Indian revo-
lution is, therefore, of the type of a new-=democratic
revolution under the leadership of the Working Class and the
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Peasantry. The Communist Party is maturally the most class~
conscious amd the most revolutiomary vamguard of the workimg
class amnd, as such, it has to lead the revolution to success.
Moreover, this revolutiom here im our country is omly part
of World Revolution.

The ememies of our mew-democratic revolation are feud-

alism abd the comprador-bourgeoisie, aad U.S. imperialism

y 3rd Russina Social-imperialism, with revisionists as the
Indiam agemts of the latter. The revolutionary classes

¥ comprise the workimg class amd the poor amd middle peasan-

,ltu—y, mational bourgeoisie and rich peasantry. Studemts,

youth amd the intelligeamtia provide revolutiomary elements.
A united fromt of all these classes will brimg them together
im the cause of New Democratic Revolutiom. The three splea-
did magical weapoms im the Fevolution are, firstly, 4a comm-
umist Party with Marxism - Leainism as its ideological
basis; secomdly, a united fromt under the leadership of the
PAFty: amd thirdly, a people's axrmy, - The New Democratic
R‘uvoluuo- will be of a protmacted mature of a continuous
class struggle, assumiag mewer amd higher forms im its
omward course. Beimg am Agrariam Revolutiom it will follow
the path of liberatimg the villages before emcirclimg the
cities. The New Democratic Revolution constitutes the firss
stage, the secomd being the Socialist Revolatiom. As Mac
Tse-tung wrote,

"For the presemt period, New Democracy, amd for the
future, socialism, these are the two parts of am orgaaic whle
i guided by ome and the same communigt ideology®(Vol.IX,P.361).

' The word 'Organic® implies that these two stages are

inseparable from each other, amd that the *Socialist element’®
1s necessarily presemt evea im the first stage, simce it is
the communist party that leads it. The quote Mae againm,
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"A New Democratic Revolution is am anti-imperialist
end anif-feudal revolutiom of the bread masses of the
pe<, le under the leadexship of the Proletariat"

(Vol. IX, PP 326-327).

Indda being semi-feudal amd semi-colomial mow, the
sbove appldes to it equally. The omly additiom im our
cage i3 social-imperialism amd its demestic lnekoy-,
the revisionists. }

In aay fimal amalysis; it 4s the ecomomic forces that
determime everythimg, imcludimg this revolution. But, the
revelutiom needs to be conducted both polditically and
culturally. The economy, polity amd culture of the New-
Democragy form am orxgarmism amd they should all be wom
through the New Demecratie Revolutior. Victory will not be
total Af amy of these thtoc were to be left out or wu
ovaxlooked,

Hew Democratic Revelutior has cultural tasks at it has
sconomic =md political tasks to fulfil. As said -already,
separation of these three will laad ome im utter confusiom.
Herein exactly lies the reasom for the prevalamce of seriocus
differences of opimiom im the revolutionary cultural fromt
today, Mao repeatedly stated about their imseparability
which comstitutes dialectical-materialist methodology tooe.

“The Mew Democratic culture is the amit-imperialist mad
amti-feudal culture of the broad masses; today it is the,
culture of the antf-Japanese united fromt. This culture cam
be led only by the culture amd ideology of communism and
aot by the culture apd ideelogy of amy other class. In a

word, mew - democratic culture is the proletariam-led
anti-imperialist amd amti-feudal culture of the broad masses.
{Belacted works, Vol.IXI, P.373) om Page 379 of the same
valume, he went om %0 says
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“At the preseat stage, however, this kiad of leadership
means lecdimg the masses of the people im an amti-imperialist
and anti-feudal pdlitical ami cultural revolutiom amd there-
foxre takem as a whole, the comtemt of Chima's mew matiomal
culture is still mot socialist, but New Democratic.".

As he had stated in the Yenam Talks, New Democratic
culture caa be realized only whem revolutiomary writers,
who caa %ramslate revolutiomary struggles im the light of
Marxiss-Leainism, conau,.t.nt'e a stroag force., It is totally
incorrect to argue that the Yemam Talks of Mao's are appli-
cable omly for revolutiomary writers of the liberated areas.
They a xe esppliceble for revolutiomary writers of the
skruggle areas equally. Im both, it &is only they who assume
leddership im the fulfilmemt of the cultural tagks of the
New Democratic revolétiomn amd stamd resolutely im the process
of their actual implemeatatior. Im other words, they are the
only omes who arFe committed Marxism-Leainism, It is mnot
pessible to carry out the ‘Pary Lime' im the cultural froat
vithous revolutiomary writers who are Narxists. If they
fail to assume such a leadership, bourgeois writers will
lead 4t. Therefore, there is great reec for clarity abeut
as alle.

The aistinguishing feature of New-Democratic cultural
revolution is certainly the presemce of the ‘Socialist - -
elemeat’ vwhich is created by communist writers amd artists
themselves., Ite secomd feature is their owa leadership.
The Communist Party cam exercise its hegenomy over the
cultural fromt omly by meams of such committed Marxist
writers who pley the role cf a cultural detatchment of the
axmy of the revclution.

We cam build a united f rom with whom else, except the
Commfindst Writers? A Umited from cam be eigher em organi-
sation or a league. It cam also take the form of various
organisation comimg together from time to time im order to
resolve the issues that micht be cropping up mow aad thea.
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desires. The united f roat will not get strong amd soliq,
if communist writers were to renounce their Marxist Commit-
ment or fail to pronounce it explicitly. They will be
Capable of forming as genuinme and as democratic a united
front as firmly amd as highly they held aloft the banner

of Hax-xi-m-l.eninum, Mao thought,

The united fromg might not be as broad ad as clear in
the culturel sphere ag in the political, 1n the c age of
cultures, it is formed with Scientists, rationalists amd the ‘
Opporents of superstitions, The organisatiom of the cul tural
froat depends on the stremgth of the communist writers. The
New Democratic Revolutiomary front in the sphere of culture l
might never gee the light of day, unless writers strive to
buila it up, sharpending their weapom of Marxism-Leninigm, i
There 1s, likewide, the risk of isolation if tri:pd.ly con- {
tacts are maintaimed exclusively with those writers who |
acknowl edge Marxdsm-Lenigim, i

Mao wrote (Volume II-P,.186)

“There are two principles for the united sronty the
first 4a to unite, amd the second i= to criticise, educate
2rd transform. In the united front, capitulationism is
WIXORg amd so is sectarianism with ite exclusiveness amd
contempt for other,” W

It 15 through criticism and education that we Can over-
come the obstacles im the formation of aunited £ront, It is
but matural amd algo inevitable for a feyw to grow w eak in
spirit, for others to get dejected amd erfeebled, and splits
Of a small size might also take place im a united front,
The strength amd stability of the united front has to rely
Omn the s0lid and patieat work by communigt writers, The
creation of such a fromt is itself 1like laying the founda-
tiom im the process of the New Democratic Revolution. It
amoumts to gettimg caught up in the whirlpool of capi tu-
lationism if undue haste is shown in the formation of such
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= front, without obhjectivc conditions for it becoming mature
enough, znd without omrselves helping to make them matures
The process of the formation of a2 united front should be
Scompleted, having the maturity of the objective conditions
in constant viewe

New Democratic cultural revolution will realise people’
culture which is national in form and scientific in spirit.
Name it New Democratic culture or anti-feudal and anti-impe-
rialist culture, it means one and the same. As Mao wrote
(Vol. II P.382)°

"2 national scientific and mass cluture-such is the anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal culture of the people, the culture
of New - Democracy, the new culture of Chinese Nation.®

of 'anti-imperialist'. It is anti-feudal too. The feudal
order presénts false nationalism, and whatl it propagates as
nationalism is only the cuilture of the old ruling classes.
Nationalism is then mistaken as the culture embedded imn the
EDAS, UPANISHADS, RAMAYANA and MAHABHARATA. This culture
has won popular reverence on account of a long, long propa-
ganda on its behalf. The nationalism of the New Democratic
culture congists, on the contrary, only of the people's
ways of life, language and such like unique features. The
nationalism of the ovemheiming majority of the people is
only the nationalism that seeks to safeguard the right of
nations to self-determination.and other national rights, as
integ/ral parts of proletarian intel{%ionalisnc

view of life, which is derived from the harmony of natural
sciences and social sciences, standing in opposition to re-
ligion and superstitions amd to such tendencies as "Go Back
to the Ancients", Culture gains a sciéhtific outlook in the
struggle against imperialists which, witr its loud braggang

A .08[!’

The word 'national' here does not -merely connote the sense

Coming to the word %sScientific' , it connotes a scientific

.
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of atomic weaponry, emgenders terror amomg the masges, propa-
gating a sexrvile ideology, showing men helpless and little ‘
4n the face of Rature, This scientific outlook is demo- }
cratic im the gense that it comcerns the majority of mamkinmd 1
vitally. The tasks of the New Democratic Revolution are,
therefore; of the essential nature of supplying a Rrational,
scientific amg popular character to culture, :

Reformism is the policy amd attitude .of the compradore
bourgeeisie. Beginning ag bourgeois progressivism, it has
ended up as a shield for the marrow dinterest of that clasge
In our country Ltself it has been transformed into the world-
cutlook of Parlismentarjiast political parties. Gandhigm,
‘secialism’, pragmatism, traditionalism and the like are all
reformism in its various marifestations. Private voluntary
insti¥ueTdns besides the Akademies nave been striving their
utmost for the revival of BHARAT NATYA, KARNATAK SANGEET and
the like which, evea now, cam be appreciated only by a few.

Elitism is very much with us ldke an incubus and it is
but a part of the colonial cultural legacyl It has been
keeping away a highly educated and sophisticated section in
our society from the people who are the real source and
sustemance of culture, besides beimrg the creators of material
wealth, Thisg separation is im fact the culmination of an
important comtradiction of clase society-the contradiction
between manual amd mental labour, The New Democratic
cultural revolutiom should aim at¢ Rarrowing dowan the gulg
bstween the 'Towmns amd villages’ before it is totally
brided in a communist organisation of society im the distant
future,

Likewise, the higher seats of learning in our country
have been fostering 'academiciamm’ which has very little
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bearimg om practice. This is being dome very slyly because
its ulterior motive is to divert youngsters' reserves of
emergy imto fulile chammels of '‘research.,’ Marxism is =o
exception to this perfidy as a victim amd something like
sMarxiology' is beimg promited at great cost by this educe~
tiomal establishmemt, which is but a servitor of the presemt
state, whatever be its pretentioms amd claims.

The mext thimg to be combated by the New Democratic
cultural revolution is what goes by the name of 'MNew Left',
It has become both a fashion amd a passiom with our youmg
academics in city amd town. This western transplamt is
adept in the art of vivisdection of Marxism and in placing
the wrong stress on elements of Marxism a3 for instance,
glorifying the young Marx at the cost of the more mature.
Marx amd bringimg over the comcept of *alienaticn’ inte
promiaence., This ultimately serves the interests of the
imperliasts via the academically-oriemted, hair-splitters,
misnamed 'New Left® as a group. :

Agd then comes the big issue of °‘Show Biz' what with
amn immemse imumdatiom of £ilth amd dirt, all mads highly
attractive amd hemce, easily &£ marketable, taking advantage
of the gullibility of our masses., The filmy world is
artificial to a degree where ever the bourgeois value system
is turhed upside down, The mental amrd spiritual energies of
our youth are misdirected v this imdustry-cum.business,
while the pockets of the poor are picked oa a massive acale
every day. The baser imstimcts im the man's nature are
brought out, remanticised asd glamourised. Bex, crime,
adventure, thrill sre all grist to the mill of this giamt
manufactory of social mischief. The so-called ‘New Wave'
or 'Parallel Cinema® is neither fish mor fowl, so that it
too is mot able to rouse the really human in human being,
and to supply him with the spiritual muscle to fight agaims.
the evil that is lording it over our society as a whole),

000010/-
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whatever pe its bonafiges, It i5 a long, long cxy for
Creation of revolutionary cinema, But at least a few steps
might be taken in that direction,

Add to this the silent but persisteat culturay activi-
tles of social imperlists in our country. Apare from finap.
cing many a Publishing comcern ‘@ach with its own innocent

the ‘Heaven of Soclaldem®, soyypy LAND Nehru Awaras, cultu-
ral aa-oeiaéiols like ISCcus, amd lures of the Lumumbe
University ang 80 On. Russima money 4s said ¢o have lineq
the pockets of mamy a Journayige, The Tevisionists are

the classics which, in a way, are garbied, Moreover, they
are used to the dangerous Practice of bresenting books
which compile Pessages from the classics, tom out of their
exrdgial Context. This is brecisely what 4s -termed
‘metaphysical.‘ in Marxjige teMmlogy = viewing things ag
disconnected and tnrelated, Thyp danger a)so shceuld be
guardeqd againgt, Known for Presenting some of our epic

Overtones, which the Russiams have been doing for a long
time in the Rame of ®arte, they are now indttectly encourag.-
ing the vu,s, imperialise cul tural impact gigce they hag
themselves fallen PEeY to it. This amounts to collusion
between the two types of Imperialism €ven on the cultura)
level, Revisionists in our country have been deflating
the papular are fomms by taking away itg revolutionaxy
content and then by reducing them to cheap levels . op
Occasions like May pay itsels, They are also encouraging
Mmass religious festivities, To add to it Russia has been
giving some amourt of credibility ang respectability to

things like yoga in the name of sclentific eXperiments,
esell/em
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And them there is the Russiam-backed Afro-Asian Writers'

Associatiom amd the World Peace Coumcil to lure cur imte-
llectuals.

In our country, feudaliym is moribund but noted dead
yet and 80, we see meo-classicism runaning parallel to
fealism and the like as a continuous tendency. ' Bhekti is
being promoted om & mammoth: scale amd in myriad forms. . Babas
and Mothers are mushrooming, to add to the weight of ACHARYAS
amé heads of PITHAS and MUTTS. Pilgrimages are ever on the
imerease. Religion, if it cam be called sgch, is havimg its
secord corp. & bumpes oOBRe. It is assuming a more serious
scale. Evea gome of our ‘liberal’ Ex-Progressive’ aamd
pseudo- srevolutiomary® imtellectuals are themselves develop-
ing religioagty by Vemeratiag Babas, Yogis, and Mothers,
amnd evea by wearimg rosaries of beads around their mecks.

8o =1po are spreadimg among our ‘people very dark practices
of black magic like Bamamati. Our .commexcial culture is
giving wide publicity of course, with an eye on enhanced
circulaciom to all such stuff. A mew wave of very cheap
hiscorical romamticim is rl.sl.ig. Ghosts amd ghouls are
stalkimg the lamd of feudalbbourgeols literature of &
bastardly species, which is, om that accoumt like & grave-
yard come alive. Pornography amd ‘pblue f£ilsm' are becoming
more amd méreopea amd unashamed. tvideo bars' are rearing
their heads. Cricket has become almost the start att®act-
ion amd @ passion even in middle class homes, thanks to
T.,V. scts, transistors and the like. Theatre too is in the
grip cf a crisis, as it is m torm between traditionalism
on one hand, amd modernism on the_other. Nome of these two
is however of the classical variety because all values have
‘beea debased as in other fields of culturee - Moribund feud-
alism climgs to the theatre im the shape of *contract plays*®
amd Jatra plays vith puranic themes amd with the tin aad the
timsel, costumes amd the like that maturally go with it.
' This 4is confimed mot only to towms but found *popular’
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8ven now ik the rural hinterlamd with illiterate or semili-
terate audiencdes. The secomd is the so called *Social play
theatre® with the usual love trismgle affairs, somgs amd
darces throwm im betweea for rellef, It is not at al)
realist bug only make-believe. Themes are getting poorer
in comtent, though they look comtefmporary amd sound evesm
revolutiomary, The ‘play of ideas® is confined largely to
small sophisticated coteries in big citioa, some of it being
Iado-Angliam amd hence, not at all dntelligible to the masses
who do not have even an iach of place  there. This particular
@spect is a shadow of ocur colonialist and the present imperi-
elist complex. Therefore, we have to build a real people's
theatre with nome of these trappings, godng from village to
village amd depending upom what listle the people can afford
in tems of its expemses. It should have the present-day
struggles amd striviangs of the people for their themes _.nq
their preseatatiom should offer mo difficultv hy say os
stage, settimgs, costumes and so om. :

Fime arts like Painting ampd music elways aristocratic
or elitist are mot fime receivimng the atteamtion and culti.
vation they deserve at our hands. Abstract art is above
pecple’s heads and alaso beyomd their reach. We can amad
should attempt to enter this ‘close preserve' im order to
spatch it away for our cwm use. The cammunist novememt had,
im the past, scem some fime specimens of people's art in
painting drawimg amd the like. We have to restore it but
revitalize 4t ia our present comtexta :

In the laxger comcerms of our social 1ife, cokmunical
disturbances, are erupting every now amd them amd communlist
forces are getting strengthened in the field of politics,
and thi presemt head of the Government is herself promotimg
these forces both directly amd indirectly. Secularism is
dead for all practical Purposes. Rapism has established

oo olv.
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itself as a way of life while dowry deaths have become
regular mews. The very dignity of may smd womam is mow in
question, just as the sovergnity amu imdependence of the

state itself is. Caste is politicised and rivalry aad
clashes between them are beimg encouraged. The comprador-
~ourgeoisie im alliamce with feudalism at home and the U8
imperialism and Russian social imperialism abroad hes
brought our society to the briak of economic ruin, political
gervility amd cultural degradatione.

Bourgeos imtellectuals had themselves waged a fight
against the evils of society im their owa day while the
class to which they belomged had beern playimg & more
progressive role. But that class is now rottem through
amd through and its intellectuals are mowadays ineffec-
tual, If not imschievious, amd spineless, if mnot spiteful
and arrogamt aad haughty. Evea in the West they have lom
since lost what little faithy they still had iam regard to
better prespects of soul-destruction, self-effacement and
hopeless frustra:ion, which have led their disillusiomed
younger genrations resort to drugs, nudism, rootlesseness
or else, faith im a redeemer. This phenomenon is finding
its feeble echoes amd i{ndistinct carbon - copies im our
country which has been reduced to the positiom of a bastard
as much in cluture as in politics.

It is the New Democratic revolutionary cultural forces
that must make it their historic missioa to stem this
growing rot, amd in its place, plant sapplings om our soil
which will yield tomorrow, wondef£ful and pleatiful flowers
of bright red hues. The entire superstructure, including
education, morals, philosophy. literature, arts. science
and politics meed a thorough amd violeat shake-upe A
'root and bramch' transormatiom has to be effected amd that
is by mome else but the New-Democratic Revolutiomary
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Cultural movement. Destruction itgelf implies comstructi
aad, therefore, it should be taken in hand with zeal amg
Zest im a comcerted way. Our country is vast and it is
heterogensous in essential comcerms. There are differing
levels of con.ciodneu. All these should be kept in
view, when a Proper course of cultural campaign is worked
cut amd whea the Comcrete programme ig chalked out, - Only
ther will the New Democratic revolutionary cultural forces
be doing Proper justice to the facts of life as they are
in our coumtry, 1¢ is am uphill tagk, But we shall :
perserve amd ultimately succeed in fulfilliag it, Whole
mountains of ignoramce, 1lliteracy, apathy and imdifg.
ereace have got to be removed from the long amd arduocus
pPath leadiag to th. New Democratic Revolution.




A GREAT EXPERIENCE

- Paresh Dhar

-

It was at the right moment that All Ipdia Loiquc for
Revolutionary Culture officially came into existence with
its first conference held onif~15 October, 1983, at Payare-
lal Bhavan in New Delhi, The whole business was ably and
successfully piloted by cdnrulo K.V4Rey @ renowned revolu-
tionary writer of Andhra Pradesh., I believe hut India is
now on the verge of a revolutionary cultural upsurge and
AILRC will be the fittest organization to co-ordinate and
consolidate the cultural activities which are surging in
different parts of Ipndiam today.

A magnificent plethora of ciultural programmes that
devetailed with the conference, ‘impressed and inspired me
mosts All the items were revolutionary in content and
popular in form, brilliantly produced and and presented
with a professional finesse by troupes of different states
coming from all over India, Programmes were given out in -
various vernaculars, but as melody and dance are two unive
ersal languages, they easily crossed the barrier of dia-
lect. Wwhether a song was sung in Telugu or Tamil or Hindi
or Bengali, the multi-lingual audience burst into loud
acclaim whnever the reci{_cll touched a moving point. The
Telugus, the Tamils, the Hindusthanis and the Bengalis
equally merged in the same inspiring ebullience. It was
really a great experience.

There are intellectuals who think out of ignorance
that the toiling peoplg of India are completely under the
sway of an{i-social culture of the ruling class; that they
have been wholly corrupt and:- degenerated; that revolutio-
nary cultural programmes produced by different groups are
to¢namby-pamby to exert any influence wodth the name. These
intellectuals are obviously cynics. They stand aloof from
all kinds of mass movements. They are not attached with
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any organization that might help them go among the strugge
liny people. They are introverts living absolutely seclu-
dedlife ®f their own. Had they had the opportunity of
witnessing the grand festival of performing arts at Pyare-
lal Bhavan, their Wwrong assumption would have received a
severe jolt. All the songs, plays, dances and ballets th&t
Were presented, are meant for the common exploited masses,
In their own states, the troupes do not hold their progra-
mmes on stages by selling tickets to the privileged few.
Theirs are open-air and free performances held in parks,
fields, street corners, in places adjacent to rallway sta-
tions and marketé, in the industrial area among the wnrkers
and in the country side among the peasants. The cultural
items faithfully, intelligible and artistically,portray
contemporary social realities vitally affectingthe explo-
ited multitude, The most significant feature of all the
productions is the fact that they are imbued with an out-
loock born of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought,

How can this unusual phenomenon be explained? Have
this unity of ideology throughout India and this culture
galore fallen from the sky of their own accord? Not at all,
These are the indispensable co=products of revolutionary
political movements in different partsof India, which are
slowly but steadily gaining ground despite draconian terror
and torture unleashed by the state machinery., 1In fact,. re= -
volutionary political movement and revolutionary culture
movement always go together, one adding sinew to the other,
There cannot be a situation in which one of these two move-
ments exista and the other does not. This is contrary to

realitye

The finest cultural programmes were unquestionably
presented by Jana Natya Mandali, the far-famed cultural
organization of Andhra Pradesh, Its principal artist
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“omrade Gaddar is the greatest people's singer in India
today., His rich, bold, melodious and sonorous voice is
simply matchless. He wears stringed bells round his feet
in order to accentuate the effect of his singing with
relevant dance movements in folk style. When he sings,
not only does his throat singy; it appears that rhythms of
all his limbs ~» his hands, legs, torso, face and eyes—~
have turned musical. His entire song has acquired flesh
and bluod and has become the incarnation of a sublime fig-
ure we can see and touch, besides listening to.

Comrade Gaddar is not only a great singer, but he is
a great trainer as well. He has produced more than & dozen
Gaddars through his groominge If we hear any of them sing
with cur eyes closed, we will inevitably feel that it iy
the original Gaddar who is singing. Sanju Kumar, Sattyam,
Subba Rao, Rama Krishna are such singers, to name only a
few, as have faithfully developed the art of their guru.
Jena Natya Mandali is not a single troupe at the moment.
Not less than eight self-contained troupes have been formed
in the eight' districts of Andhra Pradesh, each of which

holds cultural programmes slmost every day among the peas—
ants in the country side.

Next to Jana Natya Mandali, the cultural troupe that
enrantured the audience most, was Makkala Kalai Manoram
{People’s Art Forum)of Tamil Nadu, The readars will be
astonished to learm that the team consists of only fi‘
teenacers, three girls named Packiam, Senkodi and Ajita,
and two boys name Biju and Babu, all aged between 8 and 10
years., They were trained by Comrade Rama Krishna, the dis-
ciple of Comrade Gaddar.  They sang two remarkable songs ’
with action =- one describing the way the woodcutters are
exploited ana the other declaring that there are only two
castes in society =~ the rich and the poor. Each of the
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songs was divided into solo and chorus portions, The limbs
of the singers spectacularly moved when they sang with

their sharp .and fluty voice and thelr faces and eyes wore

4 terrific expression when they took up arms to resist the
class enemies. . It seemed that five little Gaddars were
acting and singinge.

Other teams which presented cultural programmes in the
conference, were Nishant Natya Manch (NNM) of Delhi, Aavah-
2an Natya Manch (ANM) of Maharashtra, Jana Kala Mandali (JKM)
of Karnataka, Krantikari Nao Janabadi Sangh(KNJS) of Bihar,
Sangharsh Natya Manch(sNM) of Goa and Revolutionary Writers'®,
Artists® & Intellectuals® Association (RWAIA) of West Bengal.
NNM presented 'Gaddha’ (Pot-hole), a well-directed and well-
acted street drama in Hindi, based on a short story written
by Kishen Chunder. Another significant and meticulously
produced play, focusing on the textile workers® strike in
Bombay, was presented by ANM. The song squad of JKM sang
brilliantly and moved the audience to a considerable extent.
All the cultural teams participating in the conference with
their programmes of songs and playe, should now be parti-
cularly consclous of one major task before them., It is to
fan out more and more among the peasants and workers and
raise artists from their communities so that the peasants
and workers can organize cultural troupes themselves. This
is the only way to strengthen and escalate the revolution =
ary cq‘tural movement which is throbbing» at the moment in
its birth throes. ’ ¥
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RESOLUTIONS

HOMAGE TO MARTYRS

At the outset the Conference of AILRC pays its
homage to the martyrs who laid their lives for the
emancipation of the down-trodden masses. We cherish
with pride the memories of all those who sacrifi.
ced their lives for New Democratic Revolution. We

pay homage to the cultural activists like.Coms.
Saroj Datta, Subbarao Panigrahi, Cherabandaraju,
and Sri Sri and several others who paved a path in
fulfilling the tasks of the cultural frop$, of the
New Democratic Revolutione :

CONDEMN THE ONSLAUGHT ON CIVIL AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

The AILRC condemns the increasing attacks on racti-
vists of Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights

mor ement in different parts of the country. Res= '
trigtions on the mobility of members of PUCL in
Tamil Nadu, the attack on the combined fact-find-
ing team led by APCIC in Warangal and Karimnagar
districts and the continuous police attacks on
activists of APCIC in Warangal, Andhra Pradesh,
the restrictions on Civil Liberties activists in
Bihar are recent instances of repreession. The
AILRC appeals to all democratic sections to rally
round the civil liberties and democratic rights
organisation all over the country to protect their
right to defend the rights of the people. It
extends its fraternal greetings to the human rights
cycle rally now being organised by the Association
for the protection of Democratic rights(APDR),
Calcutta.
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HAIL
BRSNS THE ANTI-FEUDAL STRUGGLES IN THE
BI@ VIMES
The first conference of the AILRC hails the anti-
feudal struggles raging in the Bihar country side.

The conference notes with deep concern that the

State machinery in collusion with the private armies
Of Zamindars (Bhumi Sena, Brahmrsi Sena, Satyendra
Sena, Kunwar Sena, to name a few) has come down
heavily upon the revolutionary peasant organisations
to exterminate the beasant activists, Wwithin a e
Span of four years several hundred peasants have been
thrown in jails, thousands are being regularly hara-
ssed and intimddated, :

Implication of peasant activists in criminal cases,
extortion of money on the assurance of releasixjg
the arrested personsg, demolition of houses and
molestation of women have become a routine affair in
rural Bihar, particularly in Gaya, Aurangabad, Bhoj-
pur, Patna, kohtas, Nawada and Hazaribagh districts.
On an average a peasant is killed every fortnight on
one pretext or another by the landlords® men and the
police, Murder of four peasants by Bhumi Sena in
front of a police camp under Jehnabad subdivision,
killing of five peasats by landlords® men at Tarai
and nurder of five peasants, by the police at ‘Panania
are still quite fresh in our memory. In the collie-
ries the mining workers have to bear the brunt of
regular humiliation, insult and exploitation by
eontractors and their mafia, Negligence‘'and callous
administration in collieries has been taking toll
of workers® lives not quite infrequenly, The
Chasnala tragedy was repeated at Huraladih, causing
least concern for men in POWEr,

The AILRC conference condemns the ruthless repre-
ssion of the peasant movement by the state machinery
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and Zamindars® Senas. It expressess itself vigorou-
sly against the mischievous attempts by the feudal
forces to foment caste war with an obvious design
to create confusion and direct class antagonism
along wrong channels.

This conference appeals to all democratic organisat-
ions and individuals to express their solidarity with
the surging peasant struggles and to condemn in no
uncertain terms the repression that has been let loose
on the struggles of the toiling masses in Bihar.

HOMAGE TO MAHAKAVI SRI SRI

AILRC deeply condoles the passing away of Mahakavi
Sri Sri. He revolutionized the Telugu poetry as
early as in 1933, For a period of half century he
has travelled alongwith the revolutionary ranks. He
did not fail to h24l Naxalbari and the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution. Hence he became founder

President of Revolutionary Writers Association(RWA).

¥
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le express our deep noted grief ror his sudden
iemise on 15th June, 1983, In him we lost a warm
hearted Comrade in arms who is « litrary gainte.

CONDEMN THE REPRESSION ON ALL BENGAL JUNIOR

DOCTORS FEDERATION BY THE LEFT FRONTGOVERNMENT

The first conference of the AILRC extends its whole
hearted support to the nine month long movement con-
Qucted by the All Bengal Junior Doctors' Federation,
West Bengal, while supporting their basic and actior
demands, the AILRC expressess grave concern at the
undeclared war which the Left Front Government has
been continuing against the agitators for a long
time, It condemns the brutal police action which
the ruling Left Front Covernment has taken against
the doctors while they were protesting against their
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' arrested the youth organising the 'sh'ow. The copy
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pPay=-cut and non-issual of completion certificates.
It urges upon the Government of West Bengal to come
to a settlement with the doctors fot. the benefit of
the general ailing public and to concede the just
demands of All Bengal Junior Doctors® Federation,
without resorting to any victimisation.

ON_SRILANKA SITUATION
e D UL JON

The Conference vehemently condemns the brutal. genocide
unleashed against the Tamils of.Srilanka by the Sin-
halese chauvinists in a systematic and regular pattern
and the continuous cal]‘us‘atiitude of the Government
of Srilanka towards the problein of Stateless persons
of Indian Origin. The Conference expressess its full
support and solidarity for the Just struggles of Sri-
lackan Tamils for preservation of their national
identity and right of self detémination.

CONPEMN THE REPRESSION ON CULTURAL ACTIVISTS

The AILRC unequivocally condemns the increasing state
repression against poets, writers, singers, artists: 5
and other cultural workers all over the countrye. Ix;fff L
Andhra Pradesh, the Secundrabad Conspiracy case aga- s
inst six revolutionary writers among othersis still
continuing even after nine Years, Further, the
Telegu Desam Govergment®s massive repression campaign
is also affecting cultural workers. Troupes of the
Jana Natya Mandali and members of Revolutionary ;
writers Association (RWA) are being obstructed by the
police in rural areas, and even violence against them
is being practised by the police., Even poor "Pro-
gressive" Telegu films are being denied permission
by the Censor Board made up of gevernment nominees.

In Tamilnadu, the AIADMK government has disallowed
the exhibition of ®"Maa Bhoomi%, a Telegu film, and
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of the film was seized and not yet returned in spite of
the explicit demand of important cultural figures all
over the country. T 3 cases launched against the six
cultural activists still continues,

In Kerala, the Congress (I) government is subjecting
thé members of Janakiya Sanskarika Vedi to severe
repression., In Uttar Pradesh, the government is abet~
ting the attack on journalists of local periodicals and
recently one such journalist. an editor, was killed.

In Bihar, the harassment of young journalists associa~
ted with the Hindi journmal “Janamat® is still contin-
uing. West Bengal under a coalition ministry led by
CPM 1is no exception at all to this general bourgeois
policy of repression by state machinery.

The AILRC notes that the sporadic. attacks on cultural
workers are taking place in almost all states and
under all kinds of governments. It s clear that
wherever culture has become powerful medium in the
political struggles of the people, the rulers of all
varities and political colours are feeling threatened
by art and culture, It appeals to all democratic
sections to condemn this repression.

CAONDOLENCE {( SARWESWARA DAYAL SAXENA)

The All India League for Revolutionary culture con=
doles the death of the noted Hindi Writer Sri Sarwes-
hwara Dayal Saxena, Samweshwar was one of the most
versatile writers who expressed himself in‘many
diverse forms such as poetry, songs, short stories,
dramas, theatre and essays as one of the few Hindl
writers who has been responsible for contemporary
social and political developments, he associated
himself with many democratic causes. In fact the
AILKC conference itself was privileged to have him
as the Chairman of its rec@ption committee.
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. most filthy and inhuman conditions who provide cheap
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In that sense his greatest achievements has been a
Soncious attempt to associate in practice with the
beliefs he hela and causes he championed which he
portrayed through his pen.' The AILRC deeply condoles
his death and conveys its sympathy to his family,

DEMOLITION OF PERMANENT DWELLINGS

The AILRC condemns the brutal demolition of perma-
nent dwellings of slum dwellers, arrests of people
under the MRTP Act for building a hut, by the Bombay
Muncipality with the help of police and goondas,

The Bombay Muncipality is carrying on the demolition
under the slogan of 'A clean City® primarily to creat
a large tract of land free for real-estate specu.lltotj
and builders to make profit. : :

It is this 50 percent of Bombfa'sfpopulation living in

labour to the industries of Bombay, who are now being
denied the elementary right to housinge :

AILRC demands the immediate stoppage of demol.i.t.tomqt
hutments,

THE HUMAN DISASTER

A serious cyclone hit 9 districts of AP on 4th October
causing irreperable damage to the crops and lives of
people, Ir West Godavari district itself the eatinato{l
damage of the crop is Rs.250 crores. Nearly 123 per-
sons have lost their valuable lives in the £loodse
By this one can easily understand the severity of the
situation. The party at the centre is more responsi-
ble for the sad plight of the people because the

canals, tanks and other irrigation channels have not
been repaired for a long period. So it can be corre-
ctly described as the human disaster than that of
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nature, The pity is the present ruling part, - Telegu
Desam and the erstwhile ruling party - Congre:s ()

are trying to cash this situation by blaming each other
and the $anyasi turned CM, instead of taking necessary
steps to rehabiliate the people is giving long lectures
on the centre state relationship im all the places he
visitede g

'i'he first conference of AILRC condemns the inhuman
behaviour and the anti people attitude of the state
government as well as the central government and

to all the people of the country to extend their
solidarity to the people of AP, who have been

facing severe repression from the reactionary ruling
classes, now forced to bear the rage of nature alsoe

11) DOWRY DEATHS

We cannot skip the daily newspapers without coming
across news of the dowry deaths. This has becme
common phenomenon throughout the country at present.

' ThisMonster dowry is sucking the blood of the parents
of middle class families. Later the young ladies are
becomong a prey to ite. Being insulated, humiliated

. and tortured by their life-partners,many newly married
women are burning themselves to death, Not only male
chauvinism but also the money hunger are converting
the present day youth into callous commercial creat-
ures. The out~dexted and heartless joint family
system is also taking the toll of young womens

Middle class woman is born and reared up in the narrow
qdnfines' of the house. She has no social life, worth
the name, not to speak of any sort of productive acti-
vity that is useful to the Society. For most of the
middle class women marriage has become the sole

00.8/'



<

With Revolutionéry Greetings from

ARUNA PUBLISHING HOUSE
Karl Marx Road
VIJAYAWADA

Wdith Revolutionary Best Wishes from
JAYAUTT  PUBLICA.IONS

KARL HMarx Rozd
VIJAYAWADA

Wi’t;h best Wishes from
I il

ABANI RANJE RAY

19, Shyama Charan De Street,
CALCUTTA -~ 73




With revolutionary greetings from
ORISSA PROGRESSIVE WRITERS'
ARTISTS' & INTELLECTUALS!

ASSOCIATION (OrWAIA)

With best wishes from
UDAYA KUMAR

MADRAS

With best wishes from

Y.R. Haragopal Reddy,
N. Rangaiah,
B.Ramabrahmam,

A, Subrahmanayam,
GUNTUR 5




With Revolutionary Greetinga
BORTIKA
A Bengali Quarterl&
Publishing diréct-writings
from Peasants, tribals,
workers, rickshaw—pullers »
thus focussing the reality
existing on the grass=root

level

Published in four quarters
Enquiry ats: :

Editor Mahashveta Devi
18<4, Bollygunge Station Roagd
CALCUTTA -~ 19
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