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The Genocidal Pogrom in Gujarat: Anatomy of 
Indian Fascism 

The Collapse of Bourgeois Democracy 

After the war a series of brilliantly victorious revolutions occurred in Russia, Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and later in Spain. But it was only in Russia that the proletariat took full 
power into its hands, expropriated its exploiters, and knew how to create and maintain a 
workers’ state. Everywhere else the proletariat, despite its victory, stopped half way because 
of the mistakes of its leadership. As a result, power slipped from its hands, shifted from left 
to right and fell prey to Fascism. In a series of other countries power passed into the hands 
of a military dictatorship. Nowhere were the parliaments capable of reconciling class 
contradictions and assuring the peaceful development of events. Conflicts were solved arms 
in hand. 

The French people for a long time thought that Fascism had nothing whatever to do with 
them. They had a republic in which all questions were dealt with by the sovereign people 
through the exercise of universal suffrage. But on February 6, 1934, several thousand 
Fascists and royalists, armed with revolvers, clubs and razors, imposed upon the country the 
reactionary government of Doumergue, under whose protection the Fascist bands continue 
to grow and arm themselves. What does tomorrow hold? 

Of course in France, as in certain other European countries (England, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, the Scandinavian countries), there still exist parliaments, elections, democratic 
liberties, or their remnants. But in all these countries the class struggle is sharpening, just as 
it did previously in Italy and Germany. Whoever consoles himself with the phrase, “France 
is not Germany”, is hopeless. In all countries the same historic laws operate, the laws of 
capitalist decline. If the means of production remain in the hands of a small number of 
capitalists, there is no way out for society. It is condemned to go from crisis to crisis, from 
need to misery, from bad to worse. In the various countries the decrepitude and 
disintegration of capitalism are expressed in diverse forms and at unequal rhythms. But the 
basic features of the process are the same everywhere. The bourgeoisie is leading its society 
to complete bankruptcy. It is capable of assuring the people neither bread nor peace. This is 
precisely why it cannot any longer tolerate the democratic order. It is forced to smash the 
workers by the use of physical violence. The discontent of the workers and peasants, 
however, cannot be brought to an end by the police alone. Moreover, it is often impossible 
to make the army march against the people. It begins by disintegrating and ends with the 
passage of a large section of the soldiers over to the people’s side. That is why finance 
capital is obliged to create special armed bands, trained to fight the workers just as certain 
breeds of dog are trained to hunt game. The historic function of Fascism is to smash the 
working class, destroy its organizations, and stifle political liberties when the capitalists find 
themselves unable to govern and dominate with the help of democratic machinery. 

The Fascists find their human material mainly in the petty bourgeoisie. The latter has been 
entirely ruined by big capital. There is no way out for it in the present social order, but it 
knows of no other. Its dissatisfaction, indignation and despair are diverted by the Fascists 
away from big capital and against the workers. It may be said that Fascism is the act of 
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placing the petty bourgeoisie at the disposal of its most bitter enemies. In this way big 
capital ruins the middle classes and then with the help of hired Fascist demagogues incites 
the despairing petty bourgeois against the worker. The bourgeois régime can be preserved 
only by such murderous means as these. For how long? Until it is overthrown by proletarian 
revolution. 
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