
FROM MONTH TO MONTH

THAT THE JEWISH STATE MAY LIVE...

ests, they are rivals in the race for oil and economic posi- 
tions. So long as Britain was the dominent influence in the 
M iddle East, it could continue the game of appearing to 
be the friend of the Arabs at one m om ent and the friend 
of the Jewish people at the next. T he U nited States, how- 
ever, began to force Britain out of one position after 
another. Britain was forced into open repudiation of all 
promises to the Jews and finally into open hostility toward 
them and close ties with Arab reactionaries. Britain hoped 
thereby to cling to its hold on the M iddle East.

As Britain became tremendously weakened at the end of 
W orld War II, a definite pattern began to appear not only  
in the M iddle East, but all. over the world. W all Streetand  
its bipartisan administration were bent on world domina- 
tion. Britain could no longer retain influence and control 
alone. W herever possible, American dollars and even m ili־■ 
tary aid were doled out to maintain British administrative 
and military control while real power moved into W all 
Street hands. W here necessary, American military forces 
intervened directly.

In Palestine, Britain had to maintain control in the face 
of grow ing popular unrest and the American drive to 
strengthen its own positions at the expense of Britain. 
Britain’s position was becoming untenable. For while Brit- 
ain was forced to make concessions to America, it was at 
the same time obliged to bear the brunt of administrative 
and military responsibility. Because of this Britain tried to 
force America to assume a share of the responsibility for 
the subjugation of Palestine.

The establishment of the Anglo-Am erican Comm ission  
of Inquiry in 1945 on a unilateral basis outside the frame- 
work of the U N  was one such attempt. Anglo-Am erican  
contradictions and rivalry, however, prevented any accord 
and left Britain in a more difficult position than ever. 
W hen the issue finally came before the U N , America was 
forced to vote for partition because of the forthright posi- 
tion of the Soviet Union and the new democracies and 
world democratic opinion generally. Am erica’s stand was 
also in part a response to domestic political pressures. But 
in the main, America agreed to partition because it vitual- 
ized a plan through which it could gain even greater 
control. Failure of American plans was caused first of all 
by the Soviet fight, which upset the American apple cart, 
and second, by the determined struggle of the Yishuv for 
real statehood.

JT JU R IN G  the past decade humanity has witnessed and 
paid dearly for treachery by the ruling circles of many 

countries. Munich and Spain are only two tragic instances. 
Seldom, however, has betrayal been so transparent and 
flagrant as in the case of Palestine.

Last Novem ber the United N ations arrived at a decision 
to partition Palestine into two independent states. Our own  
governm tnt was a partner, though a reluctant one, in this 
decision. A  five nation commission was established to 
implem ent partition. Yet this commission was never 
allowed to set foot in Palestine because Great Britain was 
determined to prevent the execution of the U N  decision. 
Realizing, however, that this step alone would not guar- 
antee the success of its machinations, the British rulers 
deliberately set about to create chaos and civil war.

In the face of sabotage and attack the Yishuv proceeded 
to carry through the U N  decision. On April 28 Pablo 
Azcarate reported to the U N  on behalf of the advance 
party of the five nation commission that “partition is an 
actuality in Palestine. . . . All that is lacking is the formal 
and legal recognition of a fact which exists.”

Confronted with the possibility that a Jewish state m ight 
still be established, Great Britain brought forward its trump 
card—the Transjordan army.

Perhaps the most disgusting aspect of the tragic farce 
now  being enacted, is the air of innocence assumed by 
British spokesmen when the question of the Transjordan 
army is brought up. Or, for that matter, the way American 
and French spokesmen at the U N  have with poker face 
asked the British delegate whether Britain would not use 
its good offices to urge King Abdullah to refrain from  
invading Palestine. And all this when it is com m only 
known that “The Arab Legion, trained, armed, paid, and 
commanded by the British, is not Abdullah’s to command. 
N ot one soldier of the legion will set foot in Palestine if- 
the British do not want it.” ( The Nation , April 24, 1948.)

The significance of this British move cannot however be 
fully grasped unless the role of our own governm ent is 
brought into the picture.

Some Critical Facts

T w o major problems worry American ruling circles and 
determine the major outlines of their strategy. First, strate- 
gic and military interests, and second, oil. W hile America 
and Britain are united in their military and strategic inter־
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the Jewish A gency.” ( N e w  Y o r \  H era ld -T ribune , April 27, 
1948.) •

Lippm ann’s whole article visualizes the need for a com- 
promise with Britain in such a way that America w ill 
gradually be able to ease its way into mastery of the situa- 
tion. W hat is grimly apparent, however, is that whatever 
plan is finally agreed upon, there is not the slightest inten- 
tion of granting independence and sovereignty to the 
Y ishuv .

At this writing the date for proclaiming the Jewish state 
is tw o weeks away. W ill Jewish leaders go through with  
it? It is known that heavy pressure is being brought to 
bear on Jewish leadership to give up proclamation of the 
Jewish state on May 16 in favor of some plan whose impe- 
rialist aims are not too conspicuously exposed. It is no  
secret that threats have been made that the flow of United  
Jewish Appeal funds to Palestine w ill be halted, if the 
Jewish Agency persists in its avowed aim of proclaiming 
the Jewish state. It is well known that the Zionist Actions 
Comm ittee in T el Aviv bitterly debated the decision to 
proclaim the Jewish state. Hesitancy and fear exist in the 
hearts of many Agency leaders. Above all, these leaders are 
terrified at the thought of breaking decisively w ith  impe- 
rialism, upon which they placed so much hope over the 
years.

But now if ever must Jewish leadership be utterly deaf 
to the guiles of imperialism, closely attentive to the molds 
of the Jewish people, and irreconcilably and militantly 
active in the interests of our people. For whatever happens 
on May 16, the fight for a Jewish state w ill go on. If the 
Jewish state is not proclaimed, it w ill be because imperial- 
ism was insistent on betrayal and Jewish leadership had 
capitulated. This w ill create profound disillusionment and 
disorientation am ong Jewish forces that have been fighting  
so valiantly. If the Jewish state is proclaimed, it w ill be 
because of the determined efforts of the democratic world  
forces and in spite of the machinations of imperialism. In 
that event, imperialism w ill still remain the enem y of the 
Jewish state. And the struggle for independent statehood 
w ill continue but on a much higher level, with new vistas 
opening up for the heroic defenders of the Y ish u v , and for 
the democratic forces of the world which stand at their side.

The true friends of Jewish statehood, Jewish and non- 
Jewish, must be united in firm and unshakable unity if 
the Jewish state is to become a reality.

BLOOD FOR PATRIOTS
H P H IS  is being written a few days after the magnificent 

victory of Jevyish arms at Haifa. T he fighting quality 
of the sons and daughters of the Jewish people has been 
proved once again.

This is, however, only the first battle. T he struggle of 
the Y ish u v  to establish an independent Jewish state in line 
with the decision of the U N  will be bitter and costly both  
on the diplomatic front and on the military front. N o  doubt

Increased Desperation of Wall St.

It was no accident that the Austin speech repudiating 
American promises of support for partition, came close on 
the heels of the Trum an declaration before Congress and 
at the St. Patrick’s Day affair. These speeches registered 
the increased aggressiveness of W all Street and its despera- 
tion at the fact that the Truman-M arshall Plan wasn’t 
working according to schedule. These policy declarations 
also reflected a deepening fear of grow ing sentiment in 
America for peace. The earlier pose of liberalism was for- 
saken, the mask was thrown aside.

T he trusteeship plan signifies a new and more dangerous 
policy on Palestine. The administration hopes thus to be 
able to exclude the Soviet U nion from further participation 
in the problem. Under

4‘W h y  sh o u ld  w e  slap  partitio n  in  th e  b a c \  
w h en  w e  can stab  i t  to  its  fa ce? ”

the guise of some form  
of U N  supervision, 
the United States w ill 
advance to complete 
domination of Pales- 
tine, through Britain 
if possible, through  
some other combina- 
tion of forces if neces- 
sary. If neither sue- 
ceeds, America w ill 
resort to direct mili- 
tary  in t e r v e n t io n .  
W ith the trusteeship 
plan and a deal on a
truce, the United States hopes to force both the Jews and 
Arabs to terms.

American foreign policy makers were using the trustee- 
ship plan to insure not only military and strategic bases, 
but also to help dislodge Britain from many of the positions 
to which it was tenaciously clinging.

Britain is well aware of this and has stubbornly refused 
to agree to the American trusteeship plan. W hile Britain 
concurs with America on the need to maintain the area 
as a military-strategic base, it has no desire to be the scape- 
goat. And it is this, in great measure, which prompted 
Britain to threaten invasion by the Transjordan army. This 
invasion is Britain’s trump card to force American agree- 
m ent with some variation of the Morrison-Grady partition 
plan which would leave Britain in control.

T he dilemma arising out of Anglo-Am erican rivalry is 
very real, and few  have described it more cogently than 
W alter Lippmann. “It may be,” he said, “that in the end 
the solution w ill be to reunite the whole of Palestine on 
both sides of the Jordan in a loose confederation of two or 
three autonomous but not wholly sovereign states, perhaps 
with Abdulah as king of a greater Palestine.

“Such a solution is not inconceivable if Britain and 
America jointly decided to promote it—Britain using its 
influence with Abdullah and America its influence with
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This bill is but the climax of a whole series of measures 
connected with the Marshall Plan betrayal o f the Jews of 
Palestine. Some reactionaries anticipated that the American  
people would be outraged by the State Department reneg- 
ing on pledges solemnly made, by presidential w inking at 
cynical double-talk, by bi-partisan complicity in the oily  
conspiracy with regard to Palestine. And they knew  this 
outrage would be articulate and militant.

On March 24, 1947, John Rankin asked a witness before 
the H ouse Un-American Committee whether “this drive 
against the British Empire by the Zionists—ain’t that a 
com m unist front?”

On January 26, 1948, Secretary of Defense Forrestal, testi- 
fying before the H ouse Armed Services Comm ittee, 
declared that reversing the U N  decision by the U. S. State 
Department was necessary for national security.

A nd a little while before the betrayal of Palestine became 
public knowledge, President Truman shouted to a N ew
York publisher, according to D rew  Pearson, “T h o s e ---------
N ew  York Jews! T hey’re disloyal to their country. 
D isloyal!”

And now you have the Mundt Bill. Look back and study 
it m connection with these three quotations. According to  
Rankin the Zionists are “a com m unist front” in the mean- 
ing of the M undt Bill. According to Forrestal, all w ho  
object to American betrayal of Palestine are acting against 
national security, and are therefore participating in a “crim- 
inal conspiracy.” According to Truman, Jews w ho object 
to having their brothers’ throats slit are “disloyal,” and are 
therefore “disrupting the government of the U . S.” A ll w ho  
fight against the outrageous underm ining of the U N  by 
American reversal of U N  decisions with regard to Palestine, 
Zionist and non-Zionist, Jew and non-Jew, com m unist and 
non-communist, support one of the “im m ediate” aims of 
the com m unist m ovem ent—the defense of the Jews in  
Palestine and throughout the world. A ll of them are trying 
to change governm ent policy through political action. A nd  
all of them are therefore subject to the penalties of the bill.

T he M undt Bill is a menace to the life, liberty and happi- 
ness of every American. It is the most brazen attempt to 
date to foist full-blown fascism on our country. That it 
comes in the m iddle of a presidential election campaign; 
that it has bi-partisan blessing; that at this writing, Trum an  
has not yet uttered a word against it, though he periodically 
drools about “civil rights”—all these are indications that 
reaction means business. Pious statements w ill not defeat 
this attempt by reaction, but militant, determined struggle 
that cannot and dare not be delayed by the people.

N ot the M undt bill, but the Bill of Rights!

AJ CONGRESS CONVENES
r ^ E L E G A T E S  from chapters and affiliates of the Ameri- 

can Jewish Congress m et in convention in N ew  York  
City on March 31 to April 4, 1948.

there w ill be defeats and victories before final triumph.
This m uch we know  already. Modern warfare bases itself 

on an unbreakable unity of front and rear, in which both 
front and rear are interconnected, interdependent and con- 
stantly interchangeable. T he rear of the Jewish forces fight- 
ing for self-determination is not just Palestine, but wherever 
Jewish hearts and minds quicken to the fate of our people, 
respond with pride in the achievements of our people. And  
the rear encompasses all areas where men of good will are 
concerned with justice and progress, and with the develop- 
ment of humanity to new heights of freedom.

The blood of patriots must be replaced. T he spectator at 
the heroic struggle of our people in Palestine for inde- 
pendence can become an active, can translate his sympathy 
into a concrete and life-giving contribution by enlisting as 
a blood -donor for our Palestine heroes.

W e urge everyone who reads this to take the responsi- 
bility upon himself or herself to organize groups of donors. 
Contact the American Red M ogen D oved, 220 Fifth Ave- 
nue, N ew  York, N . Y., for information.

“Through your blood shall you live.”

OUTLAWING DEMOCRACY

^ ^ M E R IC A N  imperialists, the dreamers of world con- 
quest, are becom ing desperate. The American people 

are not taking to the betrayal of Palestine, Greece, Italy 
and wherever else grasping imperialist fingers reach out. 
W all Street has now  set out to H itlerize America, to silence 
the protest and the resistance of the American people to its 
predatory plans.

Once again the H ouse Un-American Comm ittee has 
come through for its m onopoly masters. It has produced 
the Subversive Activities Act of 1948, H R  5852, a typical 
police-state measure which has been introduced into Con- 
gress by Rep. Karl E. M undt. T he bill places the face of 
Hitler squarely before the American people.

In typical nazi-like fashion, it proclaims the big lie that 
the com m unist m ovem ent is a criminal conspiracy against 
democracy, under the control of a foreign power. It requires 
the Comm unist Party and any organization  that fits the 
bill’s loose definition of a com m unist front to register. It 
outlaws any  organization, and punishes any ind iv idual, 
with the loss of citizenship included, who in any way agree 
with any policy of a com munist organization. Since com- 
munists support higher wages, anti-lynch bills, measures 
against anti-Semitism, the fight for the Bill of Rights, the 
struggle for peace, you can get an idea how all-inclusive the 
intended victims are.

Even from a cursory glance it is obvious that the bill 
is aimed at outlawing any and all political opposition to the 
predatory policies of American imperialism and the present 
bi-partisan leadership of our government. T he bill itself 
quite clearly includes all dissent, and not just com m unist 
opposition.
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