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YI/gos/av : F1Jehrer Goes Into Business 

What Do· the Stalin - Tito 
Cha;ges R,EALLY Say? 

By ERNEST ERBER crcised through Its control of the in- with it, can only destroy the syslem 
The bulk of both the .Comiaform ternatlonal Stalinist apparatus which as such. 

For Himself 

. I 
Allows Nt1; Full 
.Partnerships 

■ 
'Hot ·on the heels of Tito is ·counterblast against the Cominform de

nunciation of his regime's "hateful" attitude toward Kremlin domination 
comes th.e first word indicating what may be · the Yu9oslav dicta.tor's 
perspective in a positive ·sense. These are the first reports of the new 
program being presented by Tito's· Central Committee for the coming 
Fifth Communist Council meeting Qn July 2 1 .  It seems to. add up to this: 

Tito' is going into business for himself. N o  longer content to act as 
bra nch manager for S'talin's burea ucratic empire in eastern Europe the 
Yu.goslay sub�fuehrer has announcecf the launching of his own company. 

Point 4 of the Yugoslav CP's new program calls for "the tightesf 
cooperation" . with Bulgaria and Al bania and efforts toward "uniting 
the Albanian and Bulgarian peoples with the Yugos'lav peoples on a prin•

attack upon Tito and Tito's reply is is essentially a secret police network. For Stalin to permit Tito any de
composed of• demagogfcal charges Evety' evidence of independence on gree of autonomy Is to permit Tito 
aimed at securing support in the the part of the satellite state, con- to influence the other Communist 
ranks of the Yugoslavi,an Communist sequently, Is tantamount to rebellion. parties in his own rl(ht and In pos
Party and among Stalinists in · the Were Tito to succeed in establish- sible opposition to Russia. Stallnlsm 
rest of the world. • However, buried ing even a measure of independence, cannot survive under these clrcum
between the hnes of both documents every puppet leadership in the Rus- stances. n must ren:iain �onolithic or ' 
are enough clues to coin pose a fairly sian empire would seek • to do the not exist. Stalinist parties cannot be 
comprehensive picture of what is at same. To permit Tito to "become an confronted with a choice between a 
stake. A knowledge of Stalinism an·d • equal,'' as he insists, would mean the Stalin policy and a Tlio policy. Such 
its internal structure should cause beginning of the disintegration of the a situation requires party democracy, 
any competent observer to dismiss entire web of Stalinist control. A dlsc�sslon and a democratic vote-all 
all the charges of "Trotskyism," "Buk- comprehension of this fact explains of them tantamount to a death sen• 

Satell�te Dictator's Break Deals 
Seriolls Blow to Kremli,i Despots 

ciple of nati�nal equal
ity"-that is, the form• 
ation of a Balkan bloc 
of CP-dominated .coun• 
tries which will seek to 
deal with Russia as an "equal." 
At the same tlme -the program 
calls for "tight coopeTati'On 
with the Soviet Union," refers 
to Russia as the head of, the 
"democratic: anti • imperiaUst 
forces of the world," and gives no 
verbal sign of any turn toward a 
pro-Western orientation such as 'was 
widely expected to follow the split 
with the Moscow bureaucracy. 

harinism," ideological deviations on what has puzzled so many commen- tence to Stalinism. 
• 

the role of the party, lack of internal tators, namely, why Stalin acted so As a nation on the border betw�en The Cominform's attack upon. 
party democracy, "Turkish rule," precipitously and so brutally against' the Russian empire and the West and Tito and his bitter reply has tactical errors in nationalization, e'tc., Tito. Stalin, Iike every authoritarian, as a nation that is not occupied by 
and seek the basic causes of Stalin's knows that a system that rests upon Russian troops, Yugoslavia's assertion suddenly revealed the granite-
concern over Tito's role and the - lat- a·uthority dares not temporize with ot independent rig_hts is especially like solidity of St: cllin's empire 
ter's intransigent defiance of the those who defy it. Disaffection in the dangerous, since it raises the specter to be susceptible : :to internal Kremlin. ranks must be wiped out, quickly and of Belgrade seeking to play a diplo- , 

Stalin's main concern Is over Tito's decisively, lest it spread and be- matic role of its own between Russia explosions fraught: with the 
Independence of Moscow dictation, come unmanageable. Stalin's relation and the Anglo-American bloc. The g.r.avest consequen,ces for the
regardless of whether tltls exerts It- to the Yugoslavian as'sertion of rights Kremlin can tolerate a nation seek- authority of the l!(remlin, not 
self in questions of major or of minor to inqependence is the same as that irig to play such a role If that nation , 
importance to· Russia. It is part of of a military commander to mutiny is not yet full.)' under Stalinist con- only • among its �atellite na• 
the very essence of Siallnism that it in the ranks. To temporize with it, to trol but ln the process of being co- tions, but in Russia tJtself. 
cannot tolerate 99 per cent loyalty. negotiate with it, to compromise (Continued on page 4) The Cominform's res.l.lutlon accused 
A totalitarian structure demands TO- l 
TAL acceptance. Anything less than ,. 

Tito's Yugoslavian Communist Party 
of every major crime in the Stalinist 
decalogue, among them the charge 
of using arguments "from the arsenal 
of Trotskyism," hatred of the Soviet 
Union, efforts to adapt themselyes to · 
western imperialism, etc. It singled 
out Tito and his closest associates for 
specific mention as the leading cul
prits a�d called upon "the· core of the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia" to 
act against its leadership and depose 
them if J'.lecessary. In a police state 
like Yugoslavia, the latter is tanta

Communist Parties and tire latter 
were kept in an fronbound apparatus 
manipulated from Moscow. 

In t.he last analysis, this could only 
mean the. control of the Communist 
Parties outside of Russia proper by 
means of the GPU, th,e .Russian se
cret service. The charges and counter
charges between Moscow and Bel
grade about seci:et police espionage 
reveal that both Stalin and Tito con
sidered the role of the GPU as 'cru
cial in maintaining Kremlin control 
over Yugoslavian affairs. 

mount to a call for armed insurrec- POWERFUL EFFECTS tion. 

Indeed, it might be more accurate 
to conclude that Tito is in reality 
asking for promotion from the status 
of branch manager to that of junipr 
partner with Stalin. It is difficult to 
believe that he can seriously hppe to 

{ .  this is dangerous and m�st be , over· 
J ,U ,L B �,� , · f'L 
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The Central Committee of the . The rebel_lion of the Tit� leadershi_p 
Yugoslavian 'Communist Party gave i� the �rst _mst,mce of_ s�rious, opposi-

... , solid support to 'Fito and'· his asso- _hon w1th\,n .the_ .. Stal1ru,st m0-ye_ll}e_qt 
·"''!;ITit@'"in ~;tiip1y'--1ttt'aFfn- tian'iii1fenl:1f .....,. :i;1,nee 

'. ���, ,�lW�1�10.� ?f th� Tro��>::1s.� • •
rejected all the charges and made and , rightist oppos1t�on_s m tfie lale 
sharp accusations against the Comin- 1920s, when monohthism wa� de
form parties and, specifi'cally' against , clar�d. an o�cial doctrine and all

Won't Say "Uncle" :: 

The identification of "rule or ruin'' 
as the basic operational principle of

Stalinism may be an over-simplifica
tion, but basically it describes the 
only final alternative§ befor� Stalin
ism in its relations with any other 
force, including those that are 99 per 
cent Stalinist. 

On- Threat of Civil W,ir in lsrdel 

CANNOT BE AN EQUAL 
This factor works with special im

portance in the Kremlin's relations 
with its satellite states. Russia can 
only tolei-ate a nation as a "sphere 
of influence" while in the process of 
reducing it to a complete puppet. It 
cannot achieve a status quo in its re
lations with another state on the ba• 
sis of a division of power, such as· 
capitalist imperialists have done his
torically. 

The capitalist Imperialists ha.ve 
succeeded in maintaining certain na
tions as their "sphere of influence," 
like the United States in Latin 
America, for long periods of history 
because the domination of capitalist 
imperialism is basically an ECO
NOMIC one. Russian imperlaJism can 
only dominate throu·gh its military 
and political power, the latter ex• 

By AL FINDLEY 
\ 

,

The spetacular struggle between. 
the lrgun and the Haganah, last 
week pointed up the danger of a 
right-wing-provoked civil war In Is- ' 
ra.el. The events confirm LABOR AC
TION'S analysis that the Irgun was 
resolved at all costs to maintain its 
military freedom and to use its mill· 
tary power to establish its authori
tarian rule. -1.ABOR ACTION

. 
warned

of this • early last December, even 
wheA the socialist Zionists were min
lmiz.inr the post-partition · strength of
th� right wing bands. 

Unfortunately for the Irgu·n, the 
time of the first test of strength came 
as an accidef\J;. The Irgun had not 
planned for it. A ship of their Amer
ican Committee for a Free Palestine, 
loaded with small arms and some re
cruits, arrived after the UN truce 
had gone into effect. The ship was 
named the "Altelana"-penname of 
Vladbir Jabotlnsky, theoretifian and 
deceased leader of the extremely re-

actiona\.y, Revisionists. Of course the 
. Irgullist.s magnified the cargo apd the 
number of men the ship carried, in 
the traditional manner of its "big'. 
lie" propaganda tech_nique: 

The government demanded that the 
ship remain outside of the · territorial 
waters and be placed unde,r the ju
risdiction of the army. The lrgun re
fused. Th�y. have long been accus
tomecl AA Harsh demands followed by 
the ct,pltulation of Ben-Gurlon and 
his Social • Democratic Labor Pariy. 
This had taken place when the yel
low union of the Revisionists forced 
Ben.Gutlon to sig:n a permanent no
strike agreement (repudiated later by 
the r11mi.ia1Jc1 file) ahd again recently 
w°heil'he- capitulated In

. 
accepting the

agreepient "coordinating" the Irgun 
al).d the army. But this time working 
class interests were not the main 
question: On that Social • Democrats 
6nd it• easy to retreat. Involved here 
W!lre commitments to world powers 
and there is nothing that a Social-

Sl,ael,tman Analyzes Situation • in Europe 
. • 

Over 350 Hear WP , �hairman Stress Path to Socialist Regroupment 
Max Shachtman, .national chairman 

of the Workers Party, spoke to an 
enthusiastic audience of over 350 peo
ple Friday night. June 25. Just back 
from a four-montli stay in Europe, 
Comrade Shachtry,an gave an eyewit
ness account of the political situation 
in France and England. Speaking on 
the subject "Europe in the Shadow of 
the Third · world War," special em
phasis was given to a detailed analy
·sis of the political currents which are
now affecting the French working 
class. The audience, despite the heat, 
listened with rapt attention. 

Comrade Shachtman discussed th.e 
fact that the economy of France is in 
a state of complete disintegration, 
with three economies living side by 
side: the ,private industries, the na
tionalized industries (nationalized be
cause they were bankrupt and the 
government is trying unsuccessfully 
'to revive them), and the ever-present 
black market. The speaker stated that 
the devastation caused by the war 
and the continued impoverishment ot 
the working class � cannot be ade
quately described in print. 

In a thorough arlalysis of the Stal
inist party of France, Shachtman 
pointed out that the overwhelming 
majority of CP members in Fran�e 
are passive ,and .disillusioned with the 
party, and remain in it simply ·be
cause they see no real alternative. No 

' ·  
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one i� F1:ance, Shacl)tman declared, to take a position ,of head-on opposi
wants to .go back to 1939. The work- tion to the 'Labor Party and that the 

• ing class has a deep yearning for Ii small core • of Marxists in England
thorough reor·ganization of society, . must function within '.it and act as the
for complete natio,;ialization and for only organized force in England to
their own control of their desfiny. day, to push it to t)1e left. 
They want to •'continue the revolu- Concluding on • a forward-looking 
tion." , note, Comrade Shacntman stressed 

The British Labor Party, he stated, his conviction that the small and scat
has continued its natiop.alization pro- tered gro�ps of Marxists 'll!il!, regroup 

. gram beyond the expectations of the and begin to function in the mass 
Marxist movement.' The possibility of working-class movement and serve as 
the nationalization of the steel indus- the necessa�y leavening force to ere
try and chemicals cannot be exc;luded. • ate the alternative to the barbarism 
The working class, which wants a of Stalinism and capitalism. 
more rapid and complete extension of Justin Graham, member of the So
the nationalization program, is begin- cialist Youth League national bureau, 
ning to exert some pressure on the welcomed members and sympathizers 
labor officialdom. Today, even some of the SYL who were gathered in 
minor trade-union officials are de- New York over the weekend for a 
mantling workers' control ,of produc- national student conference. Stating 
tion_ and a thorough expropriation of that the only future which capitalism 
the bourgeoisie. Although the left offers the youth of America is gradu- • 
�ing of the Labor Party is still small ation from school right into the army 
and infiltrated by Stalinis.ts, the ne- through the peacetime draft, Com� 
cessitles of the English ecC:nomy may rade Graham explained that the SYL 
impel ·the labor bureaucracy to push has its owh valedictory speech to 
its program forward. The question 6f make and that it will function and 
how far it will be able to go without grow among the youth of America 
encountering very serious resistance because it struggles for a world of 
by the capitalist class is of great in- peace and plenty, a world of socialist 
ter'est and importance for the Marxist organization and universal brother
movement, While remaining sharply hood. 
critical of the . government for all its The August issue of The New Inter
inadequacies and cow!erdiee; Shacht- national will carry extensive sections 
man voints out that it is impossible , from Comrade Shachtman's report. 

.. 

., 

Democrat honors more than his com
mitm·ents to strong powers. 

The Haganah went into action, and 
after a short battle seized the beaches 
and prevented the' landing of the mu
nitions. The beaches were then 
turned over to Irgun units of the 
Jewish army. This was interpreted 
as a sign of the usual vacillation and 
the Irgun thereupon proceeded- to at
tempt to un.Joad the ship at Tel-Aviv. 
A battle 1·esulted and the ship was 
put afire by shore batteries. Forty 
people were killed in the • battle. 
.Among the killed was Abraham Stav
sky, convicted assassin of the labor 
leader, Arlazaroff. Approximately 400 
were arrested as a· . result of this in
cident. 

VICTORY FOR BEN-GURION 
'llhe Irgun and Stern groups an

nounced their withdrawal from the 
Jewish army and their return to the 
underground, calling for the over
throw of the government, which they 
characterize as a "Marxist dictator
ship" of the Labor Party . and Ben• 
Gurion. The ministers of the Misrachi 

, and its labor· affiliate resigned from 
the government-not because of any 
religious questions involved, but to 
uphold .in ally of theirs in the fight 
against the real labor movement of 
Palestine. 

However, the main groups of the 
Jewish bourgeoisie felt that the time 
wa:s not ripe for a civil war NOW. 
The entire Jewish press with the ex
ception of · the Revlsionists con•
demoed the actions of the lrgun. 
With the uneasy truce liable to break 
down at any •moment, they thought 
the time Inappropriate. This feeling, 
it is reported, is shared by a good 
many of the rank and file of the 
lrgun and Stern groups �ho are re
turning to their ,posts. These are the 
nationalist elements who were at
tracted to the lrgun on a purely na
tionalist basis and ignored, rather 
than adopted, the semi-fascist and 
anti • work.Ing class policies of the 
leadership. The Misracbl ministers 
have returned to their fleshpots on 
the promise of an amnesty for those 
arrested. The Stern group has or
dered fts men back into the army and 
a statement of lrgun Radio said that 
Beifiin (Irgun leaders) would do the 
same in a few days. 

Ben-Gurion will probably use this 
victory to proceed to erase the inde
pendence of. the lrgun and Stern 
group within the official army. In the 
June 25 issue of LABOR ACTION w� 
said that the degree of. military free
dom of the Irgun within the army 
would 'be decid

.
ed by "the political

struggle." The accident of> the timing 
( Continued on page 2) 

the Russian' party leadership. Among Stal�rust parties acc�pted the _au-
its accusations are the charge that thority of Moscow w1thou� quest�on. 
the Cominform and the Russian iead- Though_ n�t on t�e sa�e ideological
ers are seeking to destroy the pres- plane

'. 
1f 1deolog1cal d1ffere�ces can

tige of the Yugosl<jvian CP and, ob: b_e . said to play . a role, the Tito oppo
jectively, help its , ene.mies overthrow s1t10n can prove to be f�r more dan
it, that the Yugoslavian CP has been ger�us to Stalin than that of Trotsky. 
slandered and lied about. that the T_1to, unlike Trotsky, Is be_yond the 

procedure followed against the Yugo- pohce power of the Russian state • 

slavian CP amounts to a frame-up, and bases . hi�self upon bis own state 
that the · Yugoslavian \ leaders are . a_Pparatus. T11? has already_ shown 
asked to confess to things they are Signs of c�rrymg t?e fight mto the 
not guilty of, and that the charges �ther Stahnlst parties and even /he 
of bureaucracy and suppression of 1mpoverl�hed . resou�ces of a state 1.ke 
party democracy apply more accu- Yugoslavia give him ample means 
rately to the Rus;ian party. of conducting a pol�tical struggle, 

DEFEAT FOR STAL,IN 
Tito's break with Stalin represents 

a major defeat for the latter, perhaps 
the most serious blow he has received 
since coming to power. Though the 
train of events which this break has 
set in motion is yet in its first stage, 
it already poses possibilities that 
could easily lead to Stalin's eventual 
downfall, an event that could alter 
the course of history for decades and, 
.perhaps, centuries. 

Even if Stalin should emerge once 
more as master of the situation in 
Yugoslavia, Tito's defiance wltl have 
proved a terrible setback to the 
Kremlin and a cause for increased 
ca.ution In any effort to expand liy 
means other than direct Russian mil• 
itary conquest. In any event, the out
come of the Yugoslavian crisis will 
have repercussiops among the Stalin
ist rank and file throughout the world 
on a scale rreater than any previous 
Incident, including the Hitler-Stalin 
pact. 

The Yugoslavian events are the 
first concrete manifestation of a 
problem posed in theory by the 
'Workers Party in �discussions that 
revolved around the means by which 
the Kremlin would 'keep its control, 
of the satellite countries not occu
pied by Russian troops. The possibil
ity that the native bureaucracies of 
the satellite counteries would coun
terpose their own national interests 
to those of the Russian rulers was 
foreseen, though its sudden emer
gence came as a complete surprise. 

waged by all the traditional methods 
of the Stalinist movement, both In 
the countries behind the Iron Cur
tain and among the Stalinists pf the 
West. 

The external similarity of Tito's 
Yugoslavia with the Russian social 
order permit him to pose as a "so
cialist state," a "little Soviet Union," 
in appealing for support among the 
pro-Stalinist elements of the West. 
His stand cannot but exert a pro
found influence upon the bureaucra
cies of the other satellite countries, 

,which will sympathetically identify 
their problems with those Tito faced 
in Yugoslavia. The existence of a 
"second workers' fatherland" that is 
anti-Moscow has such profound pos
sibilities for the future devefopmem: 
of the Stalinist moven\ent as to defy 
even speculation at this early date. 
It would strike at the very heart of ' 
the ideological hold of Stalinism upon 
workers and intellectuals every
where. 

CRUCIAL MOVES 
It is not excluded that Tito's de

fiance of Stalin is either already 
linked to elements with the Russian 

bureaucracy or can become an issue 
around which such elements can mo
bilize 'support. Tito's defection will 
be understood clearly as a majur 
catastrophe for Stalin -among the ri
val tendencies of the Russian bureau� 

(Continued on page 4) 
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play a completely independent role 
as between the Western bloc and the 
Russian ,bloc, as a "bridge" or "bal
ance of , p'ower" between ''East and 
West. 

The new Yugoslav program, even 
more than the reply to the Comin
form, may be interprekd to mean 
that Tito's longer-ra-nge· perspective 
is: to blackmail Russia Into accept
ing him WITHIN THE . RUSSIAN 
WAR BLOC with a status similar to 
that which, for example, Churchill 
hopes to attain for a "Western Union" 
within the American-dominated war 
bloc. 

While speculation along these lines, 
based as it must be on fragmentary 
indications, is highly risky ( to say 
the least) , there have been previous 
indications of such moods among 
some elements within Stalin's satel
lites. The idea of such a Balkan fed
eration was first put forward not by 
Tito but indeed by Dimitrov, su-b
fuehrer of Bulgaria. This proposal, 
which was made last year presuma

_bly after conversations with the 
Yugoslavs, brought a rebuke from 
Moscow and the idea was dropped. 
What was then a feeler for Dimitrov 
becomes now a program for Tito, 
put forward in the teeth of Hussian 

.., (Continued on page 4) 

NEXT FRIDAY The Workers Party's analysis of 
Russian expansion as a new form of 
imperialism, based upo,n the bureau
cratic - collectivist social order that 
eme·rged. ln the Stalinist period, noted 
that, unlike capitalist imperialism, 
the Russian system could not make . 
its satellites economically dependent 

MAX SHACHT�AN 

• upon the ruling power, but, on the 
contrary, established such economic 
relations as to drain the satelllte 
countries without any serious com
pensation. Such a relationship could 
be maintained only if the satellite 
countries were kept in an ir1mbound 
polico clictak>rship by their native 
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