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The.following outline is presented as a program of
study of the Jewish question as part of the na-
tional question. The outline consists of 12 points
which formulate the main topics of such a study
and the problems to be examined.
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1. The Problem

The national and colonial question, of which the Jewish question is a
part, deals with the struggle of oppressed and dependent nations and peoples
for national liberation. To use Stalin's classic formulation, this means
the struggle for the right and opportunity of the nation "to determine its
own destiny," "to arrange its life as it sees fit without, of course, stamp-
ing on the rights of other nations" (Stalin, Marxism and the National and
Colonial Question, page 20). This is the problem of national and colonial
liberation. From this we must proceed to the question of the nation itself.

2. What is a Nation?

We take Stalin's definition of a nation. It was proven correct and vital
through the many stormy years, in the course of successful struggles for na-
tional liberation in o0ld Russia and in other parts of the world, since 1913
when this definition was first made public. It says:

"A nation is a historically evolved, stable community of language, ter-
ritory, economic life and psychological make-up manifested in a commu-
nity of culture" (Ibid, page 8).

This definition of a nation is basic to the entire understanding of the
Jewish question. One will find that both bourgeois nationalism (Zionism,
Bundism) and bourgeois assimilationism proceed from false conceptions of,
first, what a nation is, and, secondly, what the Jewish people is from the
standpoint of the national question. Bourgeois nationalism artificially
establishes a non-historical utopian conception of "a world-nation" which
has no beginning and presumably no end. This conception of a "world-na-
tion," especially created to fit the Jewish people, excludes three of the

- four attributes of nationhood, namely, language, territory and economic

life, leaving only community of culture which alone cannot and does not
make nations. It is idealistic in its philosophic base and hence the source
of a reactionary ideology. Bourgeois assimilationism, on the other hand,
accepts the national "theories" of the ruling and dominant nations, that is
the conception of the imperialist bourgeoisie that only those national c¢om-
munities are real nations and entitled to order their lives as they see fit
which are in a position to oppress and exploit other nations. From this
concept of a nation flows the imperialist and fascist ideology of "superior"
and "inferior" races and peoples. From this concept flows the "theoretical"
justification for the right of the "civilized" and "superior" group of na-
tions to dominate the dependent and oppressed nations, which are declared
not to be nations at all. Bourgeois Jewish assimilationism accepts this
"theory" in fact and seeks to incorporate the Jewish bourgeoisie into the
nationally dominant bourgeois classes, subordinating the masses of the Jew-
ish people to the ruling imperialist bourgeoisie -- economically, political-
ly and culturally.

It can be seen, therefore, that the establishment and acceptance of a
correct definition of a nation is a basic condition for a correct study of
the national question in general and of the Jewish question in particular.
From this standpoint we shall find later that Jewish communities in various

countries are developing various and different forms of national existence:

and that the Jewish people of all countries, taken as a whole, is not a

- single nation since it lacks a community of territory and economic life, but

is a relatively stable community having a common national character mani-
fested in a common culture, a community of which large numbers have a common
language, Yiddish, and which has common interests in the present period of
world history, chief among them, the struggle against anti-Semitism, for
equal rights, for survival as a people.

3. Origin of Nations and of National Oppression

Having established the definition of a nation, we must now examine thé
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origin of nations and of national oppression. This examination will do two
things. It will reinforce our understanding of what a nation is since we
shall be studying the nation historically, that is, in its origin, develop-
ment and disappearance. We shall be using the well tried and proven Marxist
method. We shall gain a clearer understanding of the prospects of future
development of present day nations and peoples. Thus, we shall be able to
examine more closely the future of the Jewish people and the course of its
struggle for.survival. Then we shall study under this heading the origin of
national oppression. This will bring us directly to imperialism, to the
capitalist system which gives rise to imperialism, and to the entire present
system of national oppression. We shall find that even though national op-
pression antedates capitalism in many places, it is under imperialism that
national oppression becomes a system of class rule and a basic part of the
economy and politics of capitalism. (Stalin, page 88, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3)

4, Full Presentation g; National Question

We are now able to give a full presentation of the national question as
it appears in the present epoch -- the epoch of the .general crisis of the
capitalist system. It was given by Stalin in 1921 in which he stresses par-
ticularly four factors "as being the most characteristic and distinguishing
features of the new presentation of the national question, features which
draw a line between the o0ld and the new conceptions of the national ques-

tion" (Ibid, page 111).

"The first factor is that the national question, as a part, has become
merged with the general question of the emancipation of the colonies, as
the whole."

"The second factor is that the vague slogan of the right of natlons to
self-determination has been replaced by the clear revolutionary slogan
of the right of nations and colonies to political secession and the for-
mation of independent states.™ _ ‘

nPhe third factor is the disclosure of the connection, the organic con-
nection, between the national and colonial guestion and the question of
the power of capital, the overthrow of capitalism and the dictatorship
of the proletariat.” )

"The fourth factor is that a new element has been introduced into the na-
tional question -- the element of real (and not merely juridical) equali-
zation of nations (helping and encouraging the backward nations to raise
themselves to the cultural and economic level of the more advanced nations),
as one of the conditions necessary for securing fraternal cooperation be-
tween the toiling masses of the various nationalities."

This is the presentation of the national question given by the Communists.
It differs fundamentally "from the presentation favored by the leaders of the
Second and Two-and-a-half Internationals and by all and every kind of "So-
cialist," "Social-Democratic," Menshevik, Socialist-Revolutionary and other
party" (Ibid, page 111). It is the Marxist presentation as against all op-
portunist presentation of the national question. (Ibid, 111--116.) It pro-
jects the foundations upon which the national question has been solved in
the Soviet Union.

5. American and British Imperialism

We must now proceed to an examination of American and British imperialism
in the light of the full presentation, the new presentation, of the national
question.- This is necessary because these are the two decisive imperialist
powers at the present time, following the defeat of the fascist Axis, and
the struggle for national liberation is largely a struggle against American

and British imperialism. .
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Here we have to examine the rise of imperialism generally, that is, the
rise of the highest and last stage of capitalism as analyzed by Lenin in his
famous work on imperialism ("Imperialism the last stage of capitalism™). A
study of this work must be placed at the very basis of an expanded and thor-
ough study of the national question.

This study is particularly interested in American imperialism whoSe pecu-
liarities and special features should be thoroughly examined on the basis of
the general Leninist analysis of imperialism. Here we will find that the
economic base of American imperialism, as of British and all others,; 1s mo-
nopoly capitalism, the big trusts and corporations, which embody the fusion
of industrial and banking capital. We shall also find that a basic feature
of American imperialism, as of British and all others, is the export of cap-
ital and the urge to establish monopolistic control of sources of raw mate-
rials (oil, for example) and of markets. It will be seen, furthermore, that
Mmericen imperialism has been, and grows increasingly so, the source of po-
litical reaction and more intensified exploitation of labor and all working
people at home. Common to imperialism in general but greatly accentuated is
the tremendous concentration and centralization of capital in the United
States and the consequent domination of the monopolies in the economy and
politics of the country. The drive of American imperialism for world domi-
nation, for the exploitation and subjugation of foreign peoples and nations,
has its economic base and main driving power in the monopolies and trusts of
the United States. This is also the source from which pro-fascist. reaction
and fascism grow -- from the most reactionary and imperialistically aggres-
sive circles of American monopoly capital which feeds the incitements for a
mew world war and which has become the center of world reaction. This reac-
tion is directed against all national liberation movements, seeking to
strengthen national oppression and discrimination everywhere, just as it is
directed against all democratic movements and governments.

There are a number of special characteristics that are peculiar to Ameri-
can imperialism. The most obvious one is that whereas British imperialism
operates through a colonial empire, American Imperialism operates only part-
ly by colonial rule, say in the Philippines and Porto Rico. But from this
it does not follow at all that American imperialism is not imperialism or is
a more "acceptable" form of imperialism. It is precisely a special feature
of American imperialism that it operates mainly by economic, financial and
political pressure and penetration, supplemented in the present period by
increasing military pressure and intimidation, and only partldy by the meth-
ods of traditional colonial rule. This is graphically demunstrated by the
policies of American imperialism in China, Africa, Latin America (consid-
ered by the US monopolies their own private preserve), the Middle East, and
the European countries, while Porto Rico and the Philippines are held as
outright colonies.

For this special feature of American imperialism there are two main rea-’
sons. One is that imerican imperialism came a little too late on the world
stage to have been able easily to grab a colonial empire because the world
had already been divided between the older imperialisms, chiefly British,
French, German. It was also a period in the wo.1ld's history when big colo-
nial movements of national liberation were beginning to develop and spread,
resisting foreign rule and seeking either to maintain the ‘national independ-
ence of their peoples or to gain such independence. The second reason 1lies
in the great economic and political reserves which -~ historically --- Ameri-
can imperialism had at its command (the natural wealth of the United States,
its agricultural and industrial plant, high technical development). These
resources enabled American imperialism for a considerable time to maneuver
almost exclusively with the power of its economic and financial strength to
penetrate ‘and subjugate foreign economies and to extend its political influ-
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ence. And since the end of World War II, political and military pressures
and intimidations -- the atom bomb diplomacy -- are playing a major part in
the drive of American imperialism for world domination, which is today one
of the basic factors of world relations. It constitutes the main obstacle
to the struggle for national liberation of all oppressed peoples as well as
to struggles of the Jewish peoples for equal rights, and for the opportunity
to develop democratic forms of national existence appropriate to the condi-
tions of the countries in which the Jewish communities live.

- - An extended study of imperialism must include a detailed examination of
the nature and operation of the law of uneven development. Due to this in-
herent law of capitalism, intensified immensely under imperialism, the course
of development of British imperialism in recent times has been downward while
the course of American imperialism has ‘been upward. It is the operation of
the law of uneven development that is at the base of imperialist rivalries
(Anglo-American, for example), creating the danger of imperialist war for new
redivisions of the world and imperialist wars themselves. It is the opera-
tion of the law of uneven development that made possible the victory of the
great October Socialist Revolution in 1917 and of the victory of Socialism
in the Soviet Union.

Another special feature of American imperialism, and & source of weakness
not of strength, is the extraordinary concentration of capital in the United
States and the domination of the monopolies. This factor is primarily re-
sponsible for the greater instability of American capitalist economy as com~
pared, say, with the British, even though the latter is incomparably weaker.
This extraordinary domination of the monopolies is also responsible for the
exceptional sharpening of class relations in the United States even though
it does not yet find adequate political expression 1n the class struggle.

-8, The Strugele Against Wall Street Imperialism

The struggle against Wall Street imperialism is, therefore, the major
task of all national liberation movements since such a struggle is directed
against the major imperialist power and the main source and center of world
reaction. It is the struggle also against British imperialism and all oth-
ers as well as against various imperialist combinations, such as, the pres-
ent Anglo-American imperialist bloc whose ties are weakening under the blows
of the democratic and anti-imperialist forces and due to the operation of
its mutual rivalries and contradictions. This anti-imperialist struggle is
a major -- the major -- task of the Jewish people struggling for its equal
rights and opportunities, whether as national minorities, national groups or
developing nationalities in various parts of the capitalist world. It is
also the struggle against anti-Semitism and for its eradication.

7. The System of National Discrimination and vppression in the United States

' T should 1like to draw your attention to the way this point is introduced.
The fact is that we have not always spoken of the existence of a system of
national discrimination and oppression in the United States, except in rela-
tion to the Negro people. Now, however, we have to say that there exists in
the United States a peculiar system of oppression of peoples, usually spoken
of as minorities, which is a system of persecution of peoples and diScrimi-
nation against them. :

First comes the Negro people. For this people, the white ruling classes
have established a regime of naked and brutal national oppression in the so-
called "Black Belt" in the South, where the Negro people is developing as a
nation, and a system of national oppression and discrimination in the rest

of. the country.

After the Negroes come the various national groups -- the Jews, Italians,
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Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Hungarians, Lithuanians, Yugoslavs, Czechs,
Slovaks and others. These are not separate nations or nationalities, nor
are they national minorities of the old, pre-war eastern European type. They
are specifically American national groupings which play a historically pro-
gressive role in the growth and development of the American nation.

The masses of these national groups are oppressed and discriminated
against by the dominant so-called "superior Anglo-Saxon race." These dis-
criminations are economic, political, social and cultural, assuming many and
various forms as well as intensities for the -different national groups. But
whatever their forms, the content of these discriminations has a very defi-
nite national character. The basic source of these national discriminations
lies in imperialism, in the domination of the trusts and monopolies, in the
capitalist system as such. These are the sources from which stem the most
reactionary circles of finance capital -- the main driving force of the pres-
ent offensive of American imperialist reaction at home and abroad, the breed-
ing ground of war incitements against the Soviet Union and the feeders and
promoters of fascism.

This means that anti-Semitism itself, which is today one of the sharpest
weapons of imperialist reaction in the United States, is one of the forms of
national oppression and persecution.

The Mexicans and Porto Ricans in the United States, whose importance in
American life is growing, occupy a special position in the American system
of national discrimination and oppression -- a special form of oppressed na-
tional minorities. '

We must engage in a thorough study of the character of the national
groups and the perspective of their further development. We will have to
trace the origin of the national groups as they developed from various im-
migrant communities of common national origin. An important objective here
is tep determine the different characteristics of the older and newer migra-
tions and the effects of these differences upon the degree of discrimination
or privilege suffered or enjoyed by the various national groups.

It will be necessary to examine more closely the significance of the re-
lative compactness of geographical location and settlement of the national
groups. within the various states and cities, the persisting common pattern
of main occupations among the masses of certain national groups with their
peculiarities of class composition and relations. This is, of course, qual-
itatively different from separate national economies since these national
groups are an organic part of the general American national economy and its
class relations. But these peculiarities are real none-the-less, playing a
substantial part in the growth of vitality of the national groups, creating
their special problems.

An important field of study is the problem of the cultural and ethnic
features of the national groups -- features, originating in the nations
from which these groups stem and modified by the groups' life and experi-
ences in the United States. The effects of the influences from the old
countries must be examined. And most particularly must our study concern
itself with the course of the concrete struggle of the national groups
against discrimination and oppression by the so-called "superior" Anglo-
Saxon race, for equal rights, for the opportunity to become freely and vol-
untarily integrated into general American life as against a mechanical as-
similation imposed and forced by the ruling groups -- an assimilation false-
ly called Americanization. :

Examining the struggle of the national groups against the prevailing sys-
tem of national discrimination and oppression in the United States, we must
center our attention on the following:




_—B——

. - ‘ N JE ’

a) The best ally of the national groups in this struggle is the working . ) — . . .
clasg __ the most consistent opponent of all forms of oppression, social and PTOfeési?nilS, m%lee Cla§sei fgr the Stigggle Zgiinst the ofien81v§ ofd

i - i 0 in class and its pro ressive representatives. imperiallst reaction, rg-lgalns C e monopolles an e war 1nciters, or ae-
national the Americén working prog P mocracy, peace, economic security and equal rights. It is the coalition of

all democratic forces in the national group, of all elements capable of par-
ticipating in the struggle for the defense of the democratic rights of the
national group and of the American people as a whole, of all progressive
currents and tendencies that are akin to and in sympathy with the democratic

b) Next to the working class, the Negro people is a major ally gf the na-
-tional groups, since the Negro people faces the task of national liberation,
as an oppressed nation, struggling for the right of self-determination in

the Black Belt and for the most elementary egual rights -- economic, social b ;
and political -- throughout the country, %hich makes the Negro peopie a van- mgvements.agd progressive cultural development§ of the %ands of-thelr na-
guard force against the whole imperialist system of national discrimination tional origin. In all these struggles, the major task is to build the unity
and oppression in the United States. ' of labor as the backbone of the people's unity and coalition, to promote the
leading role of the workingclass in the coalition and to strengthen the van-

¢) The struggle of the national groups is a struggle for equal rights. It guard party of the working class -- the Communist Party.

is a fight against all forms of national discrimination and oppression -- eco-

nomic, political, social, cultural, by the dominant Anglo-Saxon ruling class- 8. The American Jewish National Group

itv. awi i- itism, ! . . . . .
es. For full equality. For outlawing anti-Semitism L a) Economic and social features. All national groups in the United
R . : States. as we have shown, have common basic characteristics which make them
also a struggle for the opportu- Co . 4 : ’ . . s .
d) The struggle of the national groups 1s 1so ge pp j national groups. At the same time, each national group has its own speclal

nity to become freely and voluntarily integrated into general American life--
for complete and equal citizenship in fact and not only in word. It is a
struggle against mechanical and forced assimilation, falsely called American-
ization, which is in fact subjection -- cultural, political, ideological -- to
the dominant Anglo-Saxon imperialism. It is a struggle for the right and op-
portunity to develop a progressive national group 1ife and a progressive na-

features. In the economic and social sphere, the special features of the
Jewish national group are: Big Jewish capitalists who are part of American
monopoly capital; a disproportionately large middle class, petty bourgeoisie,
businessmen and professionals; an exceptionally small numbers of farmers;
the major part of Jewish workers is employed in light and servicing indus-
tries even though there is a tendency to increasing numbers going into heavy

tional group culture, &s part of the general American national life and pro- industrv: Jewish capitalists play an important part in the national econom
gregsive culturg. It is a s?ruggle foy the recognition of the fact ?hat the’ but areYétill confiﬁed mainlyptoycertaiﬁ tradespand businesses in which Je%-
ngtlonal group is a progressive stage 1n the development of the American na- ish workers used to predominate (garments, for example) but which is no
tion. longer the case, and are compelled to seek opportunities mainly in new in-
e) This struggle of the national groups is of a general democratic na- dustries.
ture. It is a major part of the general fight of the whole American people, b) Relation of class forces. The Jewish bourgeoisie plays an important
headed by labor, against Amerlcan imperialism and against the offensive of role in Jewish national group life, that is, in.matters relating to the spe-
imperialist reaction, The final and full realization of the major objec- cial inner affairs of the group or to its relations with Jews of other coun-
tives of this struggle is possible and will become realized only with the tries, but not so in matters of general American import. This important ang,
establishment of Socialism in the United States. But the struggle for the in certain spheres, decisive role of the Jewish bourgeoisie in the national
rights of the national groups defends the interests of the massgs,.advances ) group results primarily from the influence of the big bourgeoisie upon large
the cause of democracy, and promotes the development toward Socialism. sections of the middle classes and, through them, upon sections of workers.
. . L. The influence of the big Jewish bourgeoisie is exercised through its domi-
£) This struggle of the national groups requires, as a basic condition nant position in the field of Jewish philanthropy and social services and in
of success, a consistent fight within each national group against its "own" the sphere of relief abroad. The big bourgeoisie and large sections of the
reactionaries -- these social groups and representatives which are part or ‘ middle bourgeoisie are assimilationist and find their expression in the
allies of American imperialism and monopoly capitalism, which promote reac- q Council for Judaism and in the American Jewish Committee. Sections of the

tionary bourgeois hationalist or assimilationist movements and currents, | middle bourgeoisie and the bulk of the petty bourgeoisie are nationalistic
which belong to reactionary Social-Democracy. For this purpose, the demo- ' in various degrees, supporting Zionist policies in various ways.
cratic forces of each national group, especially the Marxists, must possess

a thorough understanding of the peculiar features of the class composition Jewish workers, too, carry much weight in the national group, especially
and class relations of their respective group and of the connection between those organized in the trade unions and fraternal organizations. But the
the special situation in their group and the general American class rela- divisions within Jewish labor, caused by the reactionary policies of the
tionships and political alignments. Social-Democratic "Forward"-Dubinsky group, seriously weaken labor's influ-
ence. This is demonstrated in the fact that there is as yet no effective
g) The key idea of the Marxist position in the national group is, on the : working class initiative and leadership in the building of a progressive
one hand, to meet the special problems- and needs of the national group as a Jewish national group life, which leaves the field of leadership in the
group and, on the other hamnd, to do it in such a way as to promote the po- . American Jewish national group very much in the hands of the bourgeoisie --
litical and organizational unity of the American working class and the dem- nationalist (religious and secular) and assimilationist.
oeratic unification and growth of the American nation. This requires a ,
continuous struggle against all tendencies of separatism and against bour- A very important factor in the Jewish national group and a major avenue
geois nationalism. of bourgeois ideological and political influence, both nationalist and as-
) similationist, are the religious institutions (Synagogues, Temples, educa-
h) The major policy of Marxists in the national groups, as in general : tional institutions of all grades) and Jewish clericalism. To large numbers
American life, is the policy - of labor unity and of anti-fascist people's of middle class and sections of working class Jews, the Jewish religion and

unity. It is the policy of building the cod@lition of workers, farmers, its institutions appear as the only symbol of Jewishness and means of iden-
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tity with the ngish people, which results in part from the weak initiative
of th progressive and labor forces for the building of a secular and demo-
cratic Jewish national group life. Here two points are essential: in the
struggle for a progressive Jewish life in the United States, it is neces-
sary to 9ement the unity of all those favoring a secular, non-religious and
progressive Jewish life, in education, culture and all other spheres. In
addition, Marx;s?s will not fail to carry on a systematic theoretical fight
fgr the §cient1f1c ideology of Marxism as against all idealistic and reli-
glous phllosophlgs. At the same time, the policy of building the democratic
unity of the Jew1sp people will not fail to embrace in the democratic coali-
tion the-overw@e%mlng majority of those Jews who are organized and grouped
arounq the religious institutions as well as the very large number. of pro-
gressive Jewlgh clerics, among whom there are deep differentiations prima-
rily on political issues (as well as religious).

. Muc@_attentiOn has to be paid to the Landsmanshaften. A study of their
hlstorleg énd role in the national group is becoming essential.

c).Entrenchment of reactionary Social-Democrats. In any study of class
;elatlons and currents in the American Jewish national group, a basic phase
is the exceptional entrenchment of reactionary Social-Democrats. Their
chief mass bases are found in certain unions (ILGWU), fraternal organiza-
tions (Workmen's Circle), in the Liberal party in New York, etc. Their in-
fluence in‘the national group is derived from their mass bases, their con-
nections with and positions in the American Federation of Labor and their
collaboration with the reactionary forces of the Jewish bourgeoisie. The
Jewish Daily "Forward" is a major weapon of this group which also controls
the ?New Lgader." The dominant position of this group in the Jewish Labor
Commlttge 18 a factor of major importance in the strength of the reaction-
'ary.8001al—Democrats. They also operate through control of the Jewish Sci.
entific Institute (¥WI) which they use for reactionary political purposes.

One of the more fundamental social and ideological causes for this in-
fluence of reactionary Social-Democracy in the Jewish national group is the
gocial weight and influence of the petty bourgeoisie and the still linger-
ing Second International (Bundist) traditions among the older generations
of Jewish trade unionists. ' ,

d) Assimilationist influences. Powerful assimilationist influences op-
erate -among Jewish professionals and sections of workers. At the same time
there is a continual strengthening of progressive American Jewishnational |
group life among the bulk of the workers and lower middle classes.

e) General political features. Anti-Semitism and discrimination influ-
ence powerfully the political line-ups of all Jewish groups and classes in
particular.situations and struggles. At the same time, basic class posi-
tions and interests assert themselves very strongly. Among the workers and
lowgr middle classes the basic class interests and the interests of'struggle
against national oppression are identical. Not so among the bourgeoisie.
Here we find a continual conflict between the class interests and those dic-
tated by its position of a nationally discriminated group. This conflict
produces political vacillations in Jewish bourgeois circles which the pro-
gressive and labor forces can make use of to strengthen the democratic
coalition and to weaken reaction.

] f) Effects of fascism and the struggle for survival. The effects of the
rise of fascism, its military defeat in the war and the efforts of imperial-
i1st reaction in the post war to revive and rebuild the fascist menace -- all
these have produced and are producing various effects in Jewish life from
the standpoint of the struggle for the survival of the Jewish people. We
f}nd.a strengthening of both bourgeois nationalism and bourgeois assimila-
tionism which in different ways militate against the survival of the Jewish
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people. But the major effect has been and is to promote- the development of
Jewish people's anti-fascist unity in each country and of all countries ’
where Jews live, for the welfare of the Jewish people and its survival as a
people. This is why the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine and the Jewish Autono-
mous Region in Biro Bidjan have become living symbols for the masses of the
Jewish people everywhere of the struggle for survival as a people. This
fact also stimulates the growth of a progressive Jewish life in America.
Special note must be teken, in this connection, of the spreading popularity
of Biro Bidjan as a growing Jewish Socialist state in the system of Soviet

Socialist Republics.

g) Program of struggle for a progressive Jewish life. Here a recapitu-
lation will be necessary of the character of the struggle for a progressive
Jewish 1life in the American Jewish national group. This struggle is carried
on against all forms and expressions of national discrimination and oppres-
sion, for the outlawing of anti-Semitism, for equal rights and full equality
in all fields, for the right and opportunity to integrate fully and freely
in general American life, against forced and imposed assimilation falsely
called Americanization, for the right and opportunity to develop a progres-
sive Jewish national group life as the road to free and voluntary integra-
tion into general American life and as the Jewish people's contribution to
the democratic unification and growth of the American nation.

To fight for these objectives successfully, it is necessary to follow
consistently the policy of labor unity and people's anti-fascist unity --
the democratic coalition -~ and to combat systematically the positions of
reactionary bourgeois nationalism, assimilationism and Social-Democracy,
all of which militate against the growth of a progressive Jewish life in
America and against the survival of the Jewish people as a whole.

For a concise definition of the positions of the reactionaries on the
question of struggle for a progressive Jewish life in America, see the Res-
olution of the Communist Party of the United States on "Work Among the Amer-
ican Jewish Masses," part III, paragraphs 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

9. Our Relations with the Jews of Other Countries

a) We study our relations with the Soviet Jews, particularly the Jews of
Biro Bidjan. The basic things here are the history of the national libera-
tion of the Jews of Czarist and imperialist Russia by the October Socialist
revolution, their present position of full and real, not merely formal,
equality in the Soviet Union in all spheres of life, and their opportunity
to build up in Biro Bidjan a Jewish nation and a Jewish Soviet Socialist.
state in the system of Soviet Socialist republics. Here we shall be study-
ing the Marxist-Leninist solution of the Jewish question in the Soviet Union,
the complete and final solution which is possible only under Socialism.

The practical tasks arising from this study are the building and develop-
ment of friendship between the Soviet Jews and the American Jews as part of
the broader friendship between the American and Soviet peoples. Within this

. framework, we are especially concerned with developing cultural relations

with the Soviet Jews who are leading in this field of Jewish people's en-
deavor, to build the anti-fascist unity of the Jewish people, to gain the
opportunity of making our contribution to the rehabilitation of the destroyed
cities and communities, and -- most particularly -- to help build up the Au-
tonomous Jewish Region in Biro Bidjan. This latter task is paramount from
the standpoint of the struggle for the survival of the Jewish people as a

people.

b) Our relations with the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine. We shall study the
origin and development of the Yishuv and its problems. Chief among these is
the task of establishing Jewish-Arab unity for the common struggle for an
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independent and democratic Palestine state guaranteeing the national rights
of both peoples. Palestine is a country of two peoples, of two developing
nationalities, whose further growth is hampered by the rule of foreign im-
perialism -- British imperialism. The aspirations of the Jewish Yishuv to
build itself up as a national home for the Jews of Palestine can therefore
be realized only in an independent Palestine in which both peoples have
equal opportunities for national development.. It is our task to give sys-
tematic moral and material aid to the progressive struggles of the Yishuv,
especially to the building of Jewish-Arab unity of all democratic forces
of both peoples of Palestine. We must realize that the Yishuv is a vital
part of the Jewish people and that its national development in an inde-
pendent and democratic Palestine, side by side with the -Arab people, 1is a
major factor in struggle of the Jewish people for survival as a people.

Here we must subject to an analysis and criticism the ideological and
political positions of Zionism with regard to Palestine. We demonstrate
that the Zionist programmatic demand for turning Palestine into a Jewish
state denies the existence of two peoples in Palestine and is tantamount
to the national subjection of the Arabs to the Jews. This has to be op-
posed for the same reason that we must oppose the demand of Arab reaction-
ary nationalists to subject the Jews to the Arabs, We further demonstrate
that the Zionist solution of the Palestine question, being anti-democratic
and reactionary and oriented on collaboration with imperialism against the
Arab people, endangers the security of the Yishuv and tends to turn the Jew-
ish people 1nto accomplices and partners in imperialist oppression and ex-
ploitation. The Zionist solution will also mean the subjection and exploi-
tation of the masses of the Yishuv by foreign imperialism together with a
small group of Jewish capitalists. It will make impossible the realization
of a democratic and free Jewish national home for the Jewish people in Pal-
estine., Finally, it will be necessary to demonstrate the bourgeois nation-
alist class character of the Zionist ideology which leads to national sep-
aratism and chauvinism, subordinates the Jewish workers to the bourgeoisie
and prevents the emergence of the working class as the leader of the peo-
ple's democratic movements and as leader of all oppresced for national and
social liberation and for the establishment of Socialism, which alone will
realize the final and permanent and complete solution of the national ques-
tion and of the Jewish question. -

A fundamental part of this section of our study is the examination of
the course of the struggle for united action of all democratic Jewish forces
in support of the Yishuv and of a democratic, not imperialist and reaction-
ary, Jewish-Arab solution of the Palestine question. Such a democratic uni-
ty is possible, including the progressive forces among the Zionists, and non-
Zionists, Communists, Socialists and non-party elements.

¢) Our relations with the Jewish communities in the new democracies of
Europe. Here we study the character and position of the Jewish communities
in eastern and central Europe, especially in Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria.
Most important is, of course, the new Jewish community in Poland which is
growing in the process of struggle of the entire Polish people for the erad-
ication of reaction and fascism and for the consolidation of the new demo-
cratic Polish state. The new Jewish community in Poland is building up a
healthy economic and social composition, with a growing number of Jewish
workers in heavy and basic industry, the main tendency being for the domi-
nant population to be engaged in productive occupations. What is growing
there is a national Jewish community of a new type, different from the old
national minority, oppressed and persecuted and largely isolated from the
economic and political life of the country. This new Jewish community in
Poland grows as a Jewish community, culturally and in every other way, but
is integrated into the general life of the country and is growing as an or-
ganic part of it. This seems to be the tendency, in lesser degree, also in
the Jewish communities of Rumania and Hungary.

g e e e i
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Our practical tasks here are to actively promote material and moral aid
t0 the rehabilitation of the Jewish communities in the liberated countries,
especially in Poland, as a national duty of the American Jewish national
group. This calls for the widest unity of all Jewish democratic forces. It
also calls for systematic resistance to all reactionary schemes for Jewish
"Exodus" from Europe or any part of it while we render all possible assist-
ance, political and material, to those Jews or Jewish groups who do want to
leave Burope. For example, the struggle for the right of Jewish immigra-
tion to Palestine on the basis of Arab-Jewish agreement and under their
joint control, or the campaign for opening the doors of the United States

to Jewish immigrants.

This also calls for a struggle against the hostile attitude of the Amer-
ican government towards the new democracies of Europe -- an attitude which
supports and encourages &ll reactionary and fascist forces in those lands,
stimulating their terroristic attacks upon Jews as well as upon all demo-
cratic elements. It is necessary to demand and fight for an American poli-
cy of friendship and assistance to the new democracies, exposing the double-
dealing geame of the "Forward"-Dubinsky group and other Jewish reactionaries

who pretend sympathy for the new Jewish community in Poland while support-

ing the official American hostile policy to the Polish government.

d) Our relations with the Jews of Western Europe (France, Belgium, Eng-
land) and of the Americas (Latin America and Canada). In Western Europe
our main attention is claimed@ by the Jewish community in France, not to
neglect the others. While it is still too early for us to be able to make
final judgment on the nature and perspectives of the Jewish community in
France, it is possible to say now that it is one of the most vital Jewish
communities playing a very important part in Jewish 1life. It &also mani-
fests some of the characteristics of a national group similar to the Ameri-
can but peculiarly French-Jewish. The Jewish community in Canada is, of
course, a major factor in Jewish life which makes our relations with that
community of great importance. Finally, the importance of our relations
with the Jewish communities in Latin America .is continually growing because
these communities themselves are growing and developing.

Oour tasks here are the development of collaboration in the fields of
culture, relief and rehabilitation of the Jews in the liberated countries
of Europe, struggle against anti-Semitism, and for the anti-fascist unity
of the Jewish people to wage & common struggle for these objectives as well
as to render active assistance to the upbuilding of the Jewish Autonomous
Region in Biro Bidjan and to help the Palestine Yishuv to achieve 1its free
national development in an independent Palestine of Jews and Arabs.

10. The Jewish People

We are now in a position to establish the nature of the Jewish people as
a people. It is a community of Jewish communities, living in various .coun-
tries and parts of the world, developing various and different forms of na-
tional existence appropriate to the social and political conditions of their
countries, but all of them together having a number of common national char-

-acteristics, interests and tasks. This does not make them a single nation.

For a community to be a single nation and to be able to act as such it must
have a community of territory (lamd), economy, language and culture. The
Jewish people possess in common only their culture and only partly the lan-
guage with npo common land and national economy. We have already seen that
the Zionist and Bundist conception of the Jewish people as some sort of "a
world-nation™ is utopian and reactionary.

There is in fact a Jewish people struggling for survival as a people but
a people having one or two of the attributes of a nation and, therefore,
capable only of certain kinds and lines of common action. Furthermore, our
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people is made up of various communities with differing i
existence: dgvgloping nationalities in Biro Bidjan and% ggrgsdggfgggign:é
cial agd political basis, in Palestine; national minorities of various ne&
types.ln the new Buropean democracies; national minorities of a Socialist
type in the SovleF Union; national groups of the American type. This does
got_negate the ex1stepce of a Jewish people with common nationalscharacter
1stlo§ and tasks but it defines the character of this people, its nature i;
relation to the question of a single nation, and it establisﬁes the fact
tpat each Jewish community has its own special problems and tasks deter-
mined by the conditions of the country in which it lives.

. This also defines the common tasks of the Jewish people as a
18 the survival of our people, against anti—SemitiSmpang fascismpegg%eéquii
rights, fgr.the_development of a progressive Jewish culture, for’the relief
and rehabilitation of the Jewish communities in the liberated countries
fgr the f;eg devglopment of various forms of national existence in acco;d
with gondltlgns in var;ous countries, for the upbuilding of Biro Bidjan as
a Jewish Sov;et state in the system of Soviet Socialist Republics and for
the free national development of the Palestine Yishuv in an independent
Palestine of Jews. gnd Arabs guaranteeing the equal national rights of both
geoPles. The real}zatlop,of tpese tasks demands the systematic building of
bew1sh people§ antl-fasclst_unlty, a unity of all democratic forces headed
y labor and influenced by its vanguard party, the Communist party, as part
gf the general democratic and anti-fascist front of the American péoplepand
%ﬁetggagggigrggslfﬁggéw.giii'glso requires a systematic struggle against
Jewi 1Te -- against the reactionary Social-
gflthe "Forward"-nglnsky group, the reactionary Zionist {eade;:lo?eﬁggrats
llver and Segal kind, against the reactionary assimilationists of the C
mittee for Judaism and the American Jewish Committee. o

11. The Struggle for 8 Progressive Jewish Culture

development of a progressive Jewish life in e i
the survival of the Jewish people as a pe0p1§_neral and 1nrthe struggle for

The struggle for a progressive Jewish cult i i 7 |

1gg ] ure in the United States i
ggogigtgsd;cxiggetgugheostiﬁggle ior & progressive culture of the Ameriiain
, On € contrary, is an organic part of it, -
%g, the.spruggle fgr'a progressive Jewish culture is ig no contradiii?giaio
the Leninist oppo§1plon tg the slogan of "national culture" under capital-

éi?tgiegoiggg Lenlnlsidorlentation on the eventual merger of all national

one wor Socialist cult is i
a@ccord with the Leninist position. ure but, on the comtrary, is inm full

Fol}ow1ng Stalin's famous exesmination of the question, we establish th
follow1pg facts: 1. "Lenin never said that national langﬁages become fuseg
into one common lgnggage within the boundaries of a single state, before
the victory of socialism on a world scale," 2. "Lenin never said’that th
abolit ion of national oppression and the fusion of the interests of natioz-

It is evident from the foregoing that the development in Socialj
gr%es of national gultu;es is not only in accord WiEh socialistlgiiigigigg
u vbegomes\really Dossible only under socialism; and that the development
gf national ‘cultures will continue even after the. establishment of social-
ism on a wor;d scale. Hence, it is un-Marxist and unrealistic to orientate
on a quick disappearance of national differences, languages and cultures,

|
|
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This does not mean to raise the slogan of struggle for a Jewish "nation-
al" culture. This is so not because national culture is incompatible with
socialism but because national culture under the supremacy of the bourgeoi-
sie is a culture bourgeois in content, "the aim of which is to infect the
masses with the virus of nationalism and to consolidate the supremacy of
the bourgeoisie" (Stalin, Ibid, page 260). That is why Lenin considered
the slogan of "national culture™ under the supremacy of the bourgeoisie as
a reactionary slogan. But in doing so, "Lenin was striking at the bour-
geois content of national culture, and not at its national form" (Stalin,

Ibid, page 260).

This means that the dominant culture, not the whole culture of a people
under capitalism, is bourgeois in content. It means further that in coun-
tries ruled by the bourgeoisie, cultural movements arise and cultural val-
ues are created and spread that are not only not bourgeois in content but
reflect the 1life, struggles and progressive aspirations of the masses of
the people. Some of these cultural movements and values reach such ad-
vanced progressive stages where they neglect the historic liberation mis-
sion of the working class. These movements and cultural values are obvi-
ously national in form, although not the dominating culture of the nation,
and they are waging a constant struggle against the supremacy of the bour-
geoisie in the cultural life of the nation and for the extension of the in-
fluence of thé progressive culture of the masses of the people.

Consequently, we in the American Jewish national group have to raise the
slogan of a progressive mass Jewish culture, not of a national Jewish cul-
ture, in accord with the struggles of the American people as a whole for a

progressive fmerican people's culture.

In what sense, then, can we speak of a progressive culture of the Jewish
people as a whole, that is, of the Jews of all countries? We base ourselves,
first, on the objective fact that there is a culture of the Jewish people as
a whole, that is, a culture expressing Jewish national character, which is
one of the national attributes of the Jewish people common to Jews of all
countries. Yet we must take into account another objective fact, namely,
that the Jewish people live in many countries and lands under various and
different social systems and developing different forms of national exist-
ence, This fact does not negate the existence of a Jewish national charac-
ter embodied in Jewish culture regardless of country but it affects the con-
tents of the Jewish cultural values in various countries and produces cer-
tain language problems. The tendency seems to be for Jewish culture to be
expressed in more than one language, in most cases in Yiddish and in the
language of the country, English, in our case.

On the basis of the foregoing we-are able to say the following on the
relations between progressive American Jewish culture and progressive Jew-
ish culture in general, that is, of the Jewish people as a whole. We con-
tribute to general Jewish culture by the mere fact of creating American Jew-
ish cultural values. This is true for the Jews of all other countries. 1In
this way we are all carrying forward the progressive traditions of our peo-
ple and enriching its common cultural treasure. Further: we associate cul-
turally with the Jews of other lands, thus influencing each other and con-
tinudally renewing and reinforcing in our culture the Jewish national charac-
ter. Finally, we can and do create joint cultural values, and in this field
the Soviet Jews can and do play a most vital part.

To sum up: we speak of a progressive Jewish culture of the Jewish people
as a whole in the sense of a culture embodying Jewish national character and
giving expression to the common progressive aspirations of the masses of .our
people in all countries regardless of the different social systems under
which they live and of the different forms of national existence which they
are developing. We speak of a progressive Jewish culture embracing the cul-
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tural creations of the American Jews, the Soviet Jews (Biro Bidjan), the
Jewish Yishuv in Palestine, the Jewish communities in France, Poland and
other European countries, the Jewish communities in England, in the Domin-
ions, especially Canada, and in Latin America. The fight for such a pro-
gressive culture is a fight for a progressive Jewish life, for the survival
of our people and its well-being, for general progress and democracy.

As to the vital question of the relationship between the struggle for an
American Jewish culture and the struggle for a general progressive culture
of the American people, the following has to be said. First, American Jew-
ish culture is American, is an organic part of general American culture,
just as the American Jewish national group is an organic part of the Ameri-
can nation. Each cultural movement and value created by the American Jewish
national group becomes part and promotes the further development of general
American culture. In this way, the American Jewish national group, the same
as all other American national groups, is making its contribution to build-
ing and developing the multi-cultural American nation.

But the American nation is developing not only as a multi-cultural nation
but is also beginning to bring forth cultural values of a common general
- American character. And in this process, too, American Jews participate ac-
tively. Thus, it may be said, that the progressive American Jews participate
in the development of a progressive culture of the American people as a whole
in two ways: by creating and propagating cultural values of the American Jew-
ish national group and by creating and propagating cultural values of a com-
mon general American character. This holds true in all other American na-
tional groups. :

12. Struggle Against Nationalist and Assimilationist Distortions

In following out the foregoing orientation, two dangers have to be guarded
against and combatted. One is the danger of bourgeois nationalist deviations
and distortions; the other is the danger of bourgeois assimilationist devia-
tions and distortions (See Communist Party resolution on Jewish work). It
should be added that, by and large, those engaged actively in Jewish work
find themselves affected mainly by nationalist pressure, while those under-
estimating the importance of Jewish work are, affected largely by assimila-
tionist pressure.

For the experiences in this field of the Soviet Marxists, see Stalin,
Marxism and the National and Colonial Question, pages 256, 260, 262-3 and
page 171.
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